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Austrian town abuzz after theft of some 1 million bees | World | omaha.com 


Austrian town abuzz after theft of some 1 million bees omaha.com 

VIENNA (AP) — A town south of Vienna is abuzz over the reported theft of dozens of beehives, 
containing about 1 million bees, from a local park. 

Police said Wednesday they got involved after residents in the town of Ebreichsdorf noticed that the 
covers of wooden boxes containing 40 hives had been removed. 

The thefts were formally reported Tuesday. Police say they could have occurred anytime since the 
end of March. 

Beekeeper Horst Preisl put his loss at around 15,000 euros in lost honey and stolen bees, including 
queens. 

But Preisl tells state broadcaster ORF the damage is incalculable "in terms of years of work lost." 

Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

©2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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4 Top Secret Nazi Weapons That Are Still Part Of Our Military Inventory 


The ME 323 Giant - The Biggest Transport Aircraft of WWII in Pictures warhistoryonline.com 


Sunday, June 4, 2017 



War History Online Site 

The ME 323 Giant - The Biggest Transport Aircraft of WWII in Pictures 


The Messerschmitt Me 323 Giant, Gigant in 
German, was a Massive German military 
transport aircraft of World War II. It was a 
powered variant of the Messerschmitt Me 321 
glider and was the largest transport aircraft of 
the war. A total of 213 have been built with a 
number having being converted from the Me 321 
glider. 

The Me 323 had a crew of 5 and could carry 130 
troops or 10 to 12 tonnes of equipment. 

All images by the Bundesarchiv / Federal 
Archives 


Let’s walk around the airplane first so you will see how big it actually is! 

Inside the Giant 
Cargo 

The Giant could carry massive cargo, almost 
20.000kg, here are some examples of what it 
could carry. 

-All images from the Bundesarchiv / Wikipeda, all 
caption by Joris Nieuwint for War History Online 

4 Top Secret Nazi Weapons That Are Still Part 
Of Our Military Inventory 

Sep 11, 2016George Winston 

Standing on the wing of the Giant, looking toward the otherwing, what a beast! During Wor|(J War Tw0 Nazj research and 

development of military weapons, aircraft, vehicles and equipment took place on a massive scale. These 
projects were top secret, with Nazi scientists and engineers focusing on some of the most sophisticated 
technology, years ahead of other nations. 

Here are some examples of the Nazis top secret weapons development and how they have shaped our modern 
inventory. 

Flying Wing 



Sep 11,2016Joris Nieuwint 



The Airplane 
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The Horten Ho 229 bomber aircraft was the first 
stealth aircraft in the world. It could hold up to 
2000lbs of weapons and could fly at a height of 
almost 50,000 feet, reaching speeds of around 
600mph. The aircraft had two turbojet engines, gun 
cannons, and rockets. 

Nazi party chief Hermann Goring sanctioned the 
project and dedicated more than 500,000 Reich 
Marks to the project. The Horten took to the air for 
the first time in 1944, but incurred many issues and 
so its use during the war was short-lived. 

Modern Equivalent: 

Seemingly a direct descendant from the Horton Ho 
229, the B-2 Spirit is an American heavy strategic 
bomber, featuring low observable stealth 
technology designed for penetrating dense anti¬ 
aircraft defenses; it is a flying wing design with a 
crew of two. The bomber can deploy both 
conventional and thermonuclear weapons, The B- 
2 is the only acknowledged aircraft that can carry 
large air-to-surface standoff weapons in a stealth 
configuration. 

Guided Missiles 

The Fritz X was a bomb made up of almost 
3,500lbs of explosives.lt was fitted with a radio 
| and guidance equipment so that it could be 
The ME 323 next to a Junkers JU 52, not small plane by Itself as that could carry directed right to its target. It COUld get through 

17 paratroopers! almost 30 inches of armory and could be 

dropped from 20,000 feet, which meant the 
aircraft deploying the bomb couldn’t be reached 
by anti-aircraft fire. 

Its use during the war was limited since only a 
few German aircraft were suitably built to carry 
and drop the bomb. Even so it for the limited time 
it was used, it caused massive damage. In 
September 1943 during the Salerno landings, the 
Italian battleship Roma, flagship of the Italian 
fleet, received two Fritz X hits and one near miss 
and sank after her magazines exploded. 1,255 
men, including Admiral Carlo Bergamini, died. 

Her sister ship, Italia, was also damaged but 
reached Tunisia. At least 5 more ships were 
damaged by Fritz X strikes before the allies found 
a way to impede the guidance signals. 




In front of the Giant is a 


Focke-Wulf Fw 58 “Weihe”, on the right a Focke-Wulf Fw 
190. 


Modern equivalent: 

The modern day cruise missiles are guided missiles used against terrestrial targets, so called because the 
major portion of its flight path is conducted at cruise speed. Cruise missiles are designed to deliver a large 
warhead over long distances with high accuracy. 

Modern cruise missiles are capable of traveling at supersonic or high subsonic speeds, are self-navigating, and 
are able to fly on a non-ballistic, extremely low-altitude trajectory. 
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Unmanned Ground 
Vehicles 



Russland, Me 323 


The Goliath or was a 
tracked ground mine 
that was controlled 
remotely using a 
joystick and was 
powered by electric 
motors. It could carry 
up to 220lbs of 
explosives and could 
be steered around 
landmines to deliver 

the bomb direct to its 

Working on the engine of a Giant, tgpqgj; Over 7000 
Russia, 1943 ' ... , 

were built and was 

the starting point for radio remote controlled 
technology. 



v- * 


Modern equivalent: 

Modern day Unmanned Ground Vehicles (UGV) are 
being used more and more. Modern bomb squads 
cannot operate without them. In the US Military, 
they are experimenting with the SARGE, based on 
a 4-wheel drive all-terrain vehicle. Currently, the 
objective is to provide each infantry battalion with 
up to eight SARGE units. The SARGE robot is 
primarily used for remote surveillance; sent ahead 
of the infantry to investigate potential ambushes. 


A Giant in Italy, March 1932. In the background two Junkers Ju 290. 


Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles 

A V-2 launched from a fixed site in summer 
1943 - Photo Credit 

The V-2 was the world’s first long-range guided 
ballistic missile. The missile with liquid- 
propellant rocket engine was developed during 
the Second World War in Germany as a 
“vengeance weapon”, designed to attack Allied 
cities as retaliation for the Allied bombings 
against German cities. The V-2 rocket was also 
the first man-made object to cross the boundary 
of space. 



Beginning in September 1944, over 3,000 V-2s 

Luftwaffe mechanics observe the engines of a Giant in Pisa, Italy, 1943 were launched by the German Wehrmacht 

against Allied targets during the war, firstly London and later Antwerp and Liege. 


Modern equivalent: 


An intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) is a guided ballistic missile with a minimum range of more than 3,400 
miles primarily designed for to deliver nukes. ICBMs can be launched from Missile Silo’s, Submarines, Airplanes 
and even vehicles. This made them a key part of the MAD doctrine as this flexibility would ensure the capability 
to strike back and guarantee the other sides destruction. 

© Copyright 2017 - War History Online 
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BundftareNv. Btld 10! 1-087.7148-:*A 
Foie Kimlmwm I I044M4U • 

Soldiers sleeping in the shade of the wing of a Giant, note the 3 Gnome-Rhone 

engines 


A Faun ZR 567 in front of a Giant 


BundttarcNv Btld 1011-S58-«091-18 
Fata: Steoei. Er»m I 1043 Aifang 

And the nose which are also the doors to load and unload the Giant 
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In the nose of the Giant, note the machine-gunner on the right. 


k'«| . ; tmt 

■ TO 

# "f 


Inside the cargo space of the Giant looking forward, the crew is wearing his 
lifejacket. December 1942 



The cockpit of the Giant 




Italien, Flugzeug Me 323 Gigant, Opel "Maultier" 
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Unloading a Giant, an Opel Maultier half track towing an artillery piece is driven out 

of the cargo bay. 


An Opel Blitz inside the Giant. 


On the way in it carried supplies or vehicles, on the way back wounded soldiers. 
Italy, march 1943. 
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Two big German Vehicles, Zgkw. 12t and a Praga T6-SS are pulling a loaded Giant 
on an airfield in Tunisia 1942 



horten2motoresaelice 
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A B-2 Spirit soars after a refueling mission over the Pacific Ocean on Tuesday, May 
30, 2006. The B-2, from the 509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., is 
part of a continuous bomber presence in the Asia-Pacific region. (U.S. Air Force 


photo/Staff Sgt. Bennie J. Davis III) 



fritz-x-05 



United States Tomahawk cmise missile. Soldiers look at 3 captured Goliaths. 
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Gladiator Tactical Unmanned Ground Vehicle at Redstone Arsenal. The Atlas missile was the first US 


I CBM. First launch 1957, 
successful launch 1958. 
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Look: German music festival constructs 4-mile beer pipeline - UPI.com 


German music festival constructs 4-mile beer pipeline upi.com 

By Daniel Uria | Updated May 24, 2017 at 1:52 PM 

May 24 (UPI) -- A heavy metal music festival in Germany constructed a 4-mile long beer pipeline to 
more efficiently serve beverages to its guests. 

The Wacken Open Air music festival in the northern German state of Schleswig-Holstein began 
constructing the massive beer pipeline in the fall and announced it was completed on Tuesday. 

"Until this year, we always had to move dozens of barrels through the infield," the festival's website 
states. "We had to bring in full barrels before and during the shows and afterwards we had to 
remove the empty ones. This caused a lot of avoidable traffic. The new pipeline helps us to protect 
the floor!" 

The festival said both fresh and waste water will also run through the pipes and staff will maintain 
the pipeline's hygiene at all times. 

Wacken Open Air's beer pipeline will be able to carry about 105,000 gallons of beer throughout the 
festival grounds and provide enough pressure to pour six beers in six seconds. 

"In this way, we will no longer have to distribute truck loads of beer kegs across the premises each 
day," festival spokeswoman Frederike Arns said. 

This year's festival will take place from Aug. 3 to 5 and features 150 acts including Megadeth, Alice 
Cooperand Marilyn Manson. 
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5 reasons Flat Earthers believe that the Earth is flat, not round | Metro News 


Here are five reasons Flat Earthers believe that the Earth is flat, not round 


metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukMonday 8 May 2017 4:01 pm 



Have you ever wondered why, 
when you fly a kite, it doesn’t get 
‘pulled’ sideways by the Earth’s 
atmosphere as the earth rotates? 


(But it’s definitely NOT on the back 
of a giant turtle - Flat Earthers are 
adamant about this). 


For some Flat Earthers, this is it: 
definite proof that we’re not on a 
globe at all, but standing on some 


kind of pancake thing flying through 
space. 


Getty 


Here are five reasons Flat Earthers believe that the Earth is flat, not round 


Flat Earth theory has become a kind of crazy cult online, with celebrities such as NBA star Kyrie Irving saying in 
a podcast, This is not even a conspiracy theory. The Earth is flat... I’m telling you, it’s right in front of our faces. 
They lie to us.’ 

Don’t believe us? Just search ‘Flat Earth’ on YouTube - then feel your jaw slowly dropping towards the floor as 
you realise just how many people believe this stuff. 

The blog Insane FTW has explored ten of the reasons Flat Earthers think the whole round-earth thing is a hoax 
- including the fact that Antarctica is too small, and that planes don’t fly off into space. 

Why is the Earth curved in NASA photos - but not in amateur ones? 

Believers think that science is a vast conspiracy - orchestrated by world governments and NASA - to conceal 
the truth. 

The ‘conspiracy’ works because there are dozens of websites which encourage ‘truthers’ to ignore science - 
and instead rely on their own senses. 

Insane FTW says, ‘Well, pretty much every rocket, plane, drone and other amateur footage take over 20+ miles 
high shows a perfectly flat horizon, whereas NASA and other space agencies show curvature.’ 

Engineers make everything straight, not curved 

Another dazzling reason as to why the Earth is flat, not round is that engineers make everything straight - 
which is a dead giveaway that the Earth is in fact flat. 

Why don’t planes have to fly downwards? 


Getty 


Here’s another good one: if the Earth was round, planes would surely keep flying off into space - so why don’t 
pilots keep having to angle the planes down? 

Why isn’t it harder to fly East? 

If the Earth was a ball, it would be far, far harder to fly East - because the atmosphere is moving in the other 
direction at hundreds of miles per hour. 
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Insane FTW says, ‘Science says the Earth (along with its atmosphere) is spinning Eastwards with speed higher 
that 1,000mph. However, if a commercial airliner is travelling at 500mph, there’s no way it could reach its 
Eastern destination on time - it would take two times more. 

So yeah, kites - and what about clouds? 

This is the simplest one, promoted by 20th century Flat Earther Thomas Winship, who says: “The fact that the 
earth is at rest is proved by kite flying.’ 

Winship also maintains that clouds should be zipping past us - and that thus we can ‘prove’ that the Earth is 
flat? 

We should point out here that the Earth is, obviously, round - as proven by centuries of science, and simple 
experiments that you can do yourself, such as asking why ships appear at the horizon, if the Earth is flat. 

Which celebrities believe the Earth is flat? 

Many are not religious fundamentalists - or mad - but instead believe that we’re victims of a massive 
conspiracy, orchestrated by NASA, to fool people into believing the Earth is round. 

And celebrities believe it, too - and they’re not all as eccentric as former reality star Tila Tequila (remember, the 
one who was kicked off Celeb Big Brother for posing in front of Auschwitz?). 

Last year, rapper B.o.B. - aka Bobby Ray Simmons Jr - revealed that he thought the Earth was actually flat. 

Simmons said, ‘No matter how high in elevation you are...the horizon is always eye level...sorry cadets...I didn’t 
wanna believe it either,’ he wibbled. 

‘Don’t believe what I say, research what I say. I’m going up against the greatest liars in history ... you’ve been 
tremendously deceived.’ 

The original Flat Earth Society fizzled out after the Soviets launched Sputnik - a satellite which reappeared at 
intervals and seemed to prove the Earth was round - but a new, defiant group of Flat Earthers have reappeared 
on the Flat Earth forums. 

The forums are adamant the Earth is flat - but very emphatic about the fact that it IS NOT carried through 
space on the back of a giant turtle. 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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5,000 lose power in Florida due to electrocuted raccoon - UPI.com 


Hapless raccoon knocks out power for 5,000 in Florida upi.com 

By Ben Hooper | May 24, 2017 at 3:18 PM 

May 24 (UPI) -- A Florida utility company said more than 5,000 customers lost power when a 
hapless raccoon climbed on some equipment and was electrocuted. 

The Kissimmee Utility Authority said 5,194 customers were without power for about an hour when 
the raccoon climbed onto a 13,200-volt piece of electrical equipment at the Airport Substation in 
Kissimmee at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday. 

The raccoon's ill-fated climb caused three primary feeder lines to fail, leading to the power outage. 
The feeders were restored between 12:47 a.m. and 12:53 a.m. Wednesday. 

The substation is one of 10 serving the Kissimmee area, the utility said. 

The raccoon did not survive. 
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Man Who Hates 7-Eleven With A Passion Opens Up 6-Twelve Instead | HuffPost 


Man Who Hates 7-Eleven With A Passion Opens Up 6-Twelve 

Instead huffingtonpost.com 


Abu Masa, owner of 6-Twelve, says his goal is to get 7-Eleven to close. 

By David Moye 

If you can’t join ‘em, beat ‘em seems to be the philosophy of a former 7-Eleven owner in Boston. 

Abu Masa is so angry with the convenience store chain that he has made it his mission to compete 
with them directly. 

“My goal is to get them to close,” Musa told the Boston Globe. 

Masa recently opened his own convenience store — “6-Twelve” — that offers many of the same 
items as 7-Eleven, but not hot food. 

That’s because the chain’s policy towards hot food is the issue getting Masa hot under the collar. 

Masa said 7-Eleven corporate offices demanded he offer hot dogs, taquitos and pizza at his 
franchise even though he says they didn’t sell. He told the Globe there were days when he threw 
out hundreds of dollars worth of food that didn’t sell, but he had no choice to follow orders. 

“Whatever, whenever they want they can bring into the store and we have no option, no choice but 
to accept it,” Musa told CBS Boston. “Because they said you signed the paperwork.” 

CBS Boston 

He said the contention over hot foods led 
to other conflicts and a legal battle over 
Masa’s franchise rights. Ultimately, he 
settled out of court, according to the 
station. 

But instead of going gently into the good 
night, Masa decided to open his new 
convenience store “6-Twelve” across the 
street from his old location, which is still 
open under new management. 

A lot of his customers from the 7-11 days are supporting his fight against the chain. 

“When I learned the story behind it, that he got cut from the 7-Eleven roster and started his own 
team, I thought it was the greatest thing I’ve ever heard — a gang fight over Ho Hos and lukewarm 
coffee,” Brian Donovan told the Boston Globe. 

Masa said his strategy for destroying 7-11 is simple. 

“I know the price of everything in that store, so I sell the same things cheaper,” he told the paper. 
Well, not everything. 
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Man Who Hates 7-Eleven With A Passion Opens Up 6-Twelve Instead | HuffPost 


“No hot food,” he said. “Never.” 

7-Eleven corporate offices did not immediately respond to a request for comment from HuffPost. 

Copyright © 2017 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of 
TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost • HPMG News 
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7,000 bodies from a 19th century asylum discovered buried under Ole Miss campus 


7,000 bodies from a 19th century asylum discovered buried under Ole Miss 

campus rawstory.com 



Noor Al-Sibai 


07 May 2017 at 19:22 ET 



University of 
Mississippi 
(Creative 
Commons). 

A new report 
from USA Today 
reveals that 
could be as 
many as 7,000 
bodies buried 
under the 
University of 
Mississippi 
Medical Center 


in Jackson, Mississippi. 


The bodies are believed to belong to patients of an old state mental institution, known only as the “Insane 
Asylum”. According to the university, the first of the graves were discovered in 2013 as the school prepared to 
begin construction on the 20-acre area where the bodies are buried. 


Built in 1855, the Jackson institution was created as part of Civil War nurse-turned-mental health reformer 
Dorothea Dix’s drive to open facilities for the mentally ill who had until that point been jailed or otherwise 
shunned by society. 


The discovery of even more bodies buried on the medical center’s grounds offers some the opportunity to learn 
whether their ancestors had been interred at the hospital — but it comes with a hefty pricetag. 

The initial cost of exhuming the bodies would have been $3,000 per grave, resulting in a whopping total of up to 
$21 million. Now, the exhumations have the somewhat-lowered cost of $400,000 per year for eight years. The 
university is working on creating a program that would include a memorial for the old asylum, as well as a lab 
and visitor’s center where people could learn about the excavation and exhumation of the bodies. 


Ralph Didlake, who leads the medical school’s Center for Bioethics and Medical Humanities, told USA Today 
why the posthumous treatment of these bodies matters to him and his fellow members of the Asylum Hill 
Research Consortium. 


“We have inherited these patients,” Didlake told the newspaper. “We want to show them care and respectful 
management.” 
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14 furry fugitives from Cologne petting zoo run amok through city - The Local 


14 furry fugitives from Cologne petting zoo run amok through city thelocal.de 


DPA/The Local 
18 April 2017 
17:29 CEST+02:00 

Fourteen animals including a llama and a 
pony escaped from a petting zoo on Tuesday, 
leading to a mad scramble by officers and zoo 
workers to round them all up. 

The animals had slipped through a hole in a 
fence in their enclosure at the petting zoo, and 
made a run for it, according to zoo officials. 

The escapees included nine sheep, two 
donkeys, one llama, a pony and a dwarf bull. 

And it was apparently every animal for itself as they all ran in different directions. The llama was 
spotted in a park, while the pony and donkeys made it into someone’s back courtyard. Other 
animals wandered onto a playground. 

Photos of the animals’ excursion showed their frantic fleeing on social media. 

It took seven police officers and a 15-head search team from the petting zoo to finally round up the 
rowdy deserters, none of whom were harmed. 

“The animals thought that it would certainly be quite exciting to explore the city on their own,” police 
wrote on Facebook. 
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- 50-year-old man who placed barbed wire across forest cycle path ordered to attend “thinking skills” course 


50-year-old man who placed barbed wire across forest 
cycle path ordered to attend “thinking skills” course 

u April 2017 14:11 denbighshirefreepress.co.uk 

David Roberts, of Henllan Road, Trefnant, near Denbigh, North Wales, was also placed under a 
twelve-month community order with rehabilitation and a three-month 7pm to 7am curfew and has to 
pay £170 costs. He pleaded guilty to attempting to assault someone causing actual bodily harm at 
the Clocaenog forest near Denbigh. 

Magistrates at Llandudno heard 10ft of rusty barbed wire had been left at chest height, wrapped 
around tree branches. 

Prosecutor James Neary said Natural Resources Wales had covert cameras to monitor wildlife and 
footage of a vehicle was recorded in the area. 

After his arrest Roberts told police he had an altercation with an unknown motorcyclist who used the 
path at high speed. The motorcyclist had kicked his dog and the defendant lost his temper. 

“He claimed it was his intention not to hurt,” Mr Neary said. "He wanted to slow the motorcyclist. He 
was livid about the altercation.” 

Mr Neary added :”Fortunately for the defendant no-one was hurt. It really could have been far more 
serious.” 

A mountain biker had reported the wire after coming within 3ft of it while going slowly uphill." If he 
came the other way he would have impacted with the wire,” the prosecutor said. 

Solicitor Dafydd Roberts, defending, said his client “just can't believe what he did and why he did it.” 

The defendant had been walking his dog in remote forest when the motorcyclist approached at 
speed and almost hit him. There was a row, the rider kicked Roberts's dog and drove away. 

Roberts placed the wire “in anger.” He returned to the site 20 days later, the court heard. 

The lawyer said his client was an unemployed handyman under the care of the mental health team. 
“He's extremely sorry. It was an extremely foolish thing to do,” Mr Roberts remarked. “It's an unusual 
case.” 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. */ .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.denbighshirefreepress.co.uk/news/174836/50-year-old-nnan-who-placed-barbed-wire-across-forest-cycle-path-ordered-to-attend-thinking-skills-cou... 1/1 



6/11/2017 


Book returned to library more than 50 years overdue 


Book returned to library more than 50 years overdue 


yahoo.com 


AP WEST HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — A book has found its way back to a Connecticut library — 
™“ more than 50 years overdue. 

Staff members at the Noah Webster Library in West Hartford say they don't know who returned the 
copy of W.O. Mitchell's "Who Has Seen The Wind." The plot centers on a coming-of-age tale of a 
young man in Saskatchewan, Canada. 

The book was returned Monday with a yellow sticky note reading, "Sorry it has taken so long." It 
originally was due back Sept. 29, 1965. 

Library director Martha Church says she doesn't know how much the fine would be for keeping the 
book so long. The current library fine is 15 cents per day. Church says it used to be 10 cents a day 
in 1977. 

The library doesn't plan to fine the person who returned the book. 
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Man receives ticket after hitting 88 mph in his DeLorean - Santa Clarita Valley Signal 


Man receives ticket after hitting 88 mph in his DeLorean - Santa 

Clarita Valley Signal signalscv.com 



Spencer White poses in front of his 1982 DeLorean after getting a speeding ticket for going 88 mph. 
Sarnie Gebers/The Signal 


When Spencer White’s DeLorean hit 88 mph on Highway 14, he didn’t go “Back to the Future.” 
Instead, he got a ticket. 

When Dr. Emmett Brown’s DeLorean time machine would hit 88 mph in the 1985 movie, “Back to 
The Future,” the flux capacitor would be activated. The passenger inside would then travel through 
time. 

That’s not what happened to White. 

On Friday around 9 p.m., he decided to take his mother on the freeway for the first time in his 1982, 
stainless steel DeLorean. 



Spencer White poses with his 1982 DeLorean. Sarnie Gebers/The 

Signal 


Shortly after merging onto Highway 14, he 
checked the speedometer. He didn’t realize 
how fast he was going until he saw that it 
read 85 mph. 

“I thought, let’s take it up to 88 mph,” White 
said. “I only got three more miles to go.” 

White describes hitting 88 mph for a couple of 
seconds before seeing a California Highway 
Patrol officer flashing his lights behind him. 

He pulled off on the Newhall Avenue exit and 
was approached by a smiling officer. 


“He asked me how fast I thought I was going,” White said. 


The CHP officer, still smiling, told him that he was going exactly 88 mph. 
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Man receives ticket after hitting 88 mph in his DeLorean - Santa Clarita Valley Signal 


“All of us started busting up laughing,” White said. 

Sure enough, the officer showed White his radar gun that clocked the 
vehicle at exactly 88 mph. 

After wanting a DeLorean for 10 years, White bought his dream vehicle 
about a month ago. 

Ever since the Saugus resident saw “Back to the Future in 1985,” he 
knew that he wanted that iconic car. 

“Any kid that grew up in the 80’s or 90’s, (88) was kind of a special 
number,” Spencer said. 

He posted his ticket on social media in several DeLorean and “Back to 
the Future” groups and received a heavy response. 

The CHP officer did issue White the ticket. But before the law 
enforcement official left, he asked him if he had a flux capacitor in his car. 

Unfortunately, White left his at home. 

“Maybe if I had the flux capacitor he would have let me off,” White joked. 

White will most likely have to pay a heavy fine for speeding, and California Highway Patrol 
encourages drivers on Memorial Day weekend to buckle up and drive the speed limit. Whether 
they’re attempting to time travel or not. 



A CHP officer’s radar gun clocked 
Spencer White’s DeLorean at 88 
mph. Courtesy photo 



@signalscv 

The Signal delivers the latest breaking news 
and information on the top stories in the Santa 
Clarita Valley. Find local news, sports, 
multimedia, opinions, business, jobs, politics, 
deals, contests & more. 

Call us: 661-259-1234 
Contact us: 

©2017 Santa Clarita Valley Signal 
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Augusta city offices close after man unleashes 100 live bedbugs - Portland Press Herald 


Augusta city offices close after man unleashes 100 live bedbugs - 
Portland Press Herald 

Posted 5:16 PM Updated 1 min ago pressherald.COITI 


A man apparently upset that he didn't qualify for General Assistance slams down a cup full of the 
bugs, prompting the building's closure. 


AUGUSTA — An apparently disgruntled man 
slammed a cup full of live bedbugs on the counter 
inside City Center on Friday afternoon, spilling the 
bugs out of the cup and into the office and prompting 
the building’s abrupt closure for the rest of the day. 

One or more of the bugs landed on a city employee in 
the General Assistance office, and City Manager 
William Bridgeo said action was taken to try to contain 
and recapture all 100 or so bugs. City Center, which 
houses the city’s municipal offices, closed shortly after 
the incident and by later Friday a pest control 
contractor was in the building spraying to try to kill off any remaining bedbugs. 

Bridgeo said the entire facility was closed as a precaution, especially since the man may have been 
to other parts of the building in addition to the General Assistance office where the incident took 
place. 

Bridgeo said Augusta police were called immediately and located the man. Bridgeo expects that the 
man, whose identity was not immediately available Friday afternoon, would be charged with a crime. 

The man came into the General Assistance office and asked for a form to request assistance, but 
was told by city staff he did not qualify, Bridgeo said he was told. 

“He whipped out a cup (full of live bedbugs), and slammed it on the counter and bam, off they flew, 
maybe 100 of them,” Bridgeo said. 

The bugs started moving and spreading out. 

Bedbugs have been a persistent problem in some buildings in the city, and have been found in the 
city’s General Assistance office previously. The bugs are brown, flat and about one-quarter-inch 
long with a soft, rounded look. After a blood meal, they are dark red and larger. They feed on human 
blood but are not believed to carry disease. 

Friday afternoon, Ralph St. Pierre, finance director and assistant city manager, sprayed Windex, 
which Bridgeo happened to be at hand and seemed to help immobilize the pests, and used paper 
towels to pick up and dispose of as many bugs as he could. 

Bridgeo said the spray used to try to kill the bugs Friday should be neutralized by Monday, so 
people will be able to return to the building. 
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A bedbug detector dog service is expected to come to the building Monday morning to look for 
bugs. If it doesn’t find any, the building will be opened to the public as usual. 

“Those dogs are amazing, so if any bedbugs are left standing, we’ll know about it,” Bridgeo said. 

What will be done if living bedbugs are still in the building depends on where they are found. 

Bridgeo said if bugs are found only within the General Assistance office area, that office suite would 
be closed and those services moved elsewhere. If bugs are found in other areas, those areas would 
be closed off, as well. Bridgeo said he doubted all of city hall would have be closed Monday. 

Most of the bugs landed on a counter in the office, while others fell on the floor. 

Bridgeo, a municipal manager in various communities since 1976, said he’s “never had anything as 
yucky as this,” happen previously. 

The incident occurred around 2 p.m. and the building was cleared around 2:30 p.m. 

Bridgeo consulted with Bob LaBreck, facilities manager, and decided to close the building for the 
rest of the day. 

“It made sense, at that point to close the building to make sure the public, or employees, don’t get 
exposed and take (bedbugs) home with them,” Bridgeo said. “They’re nasty little buggers when they 
take hold somewhere.” 

The man had been to City Center previously Friday, apparently to complain to the code enforcement 
office about his former apartment on Court Street. Bridgeo said the man apparently showed the cup 
of bedbugs to a manager at his new apartment building on Water Street and the manager told him 
he couldn’t live there, and he had to leave. That’s when the man returned to City Center to seek 
assistance. 

© 2017 MaineToday Media 
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Whopping $100 million water bill shocks North Carolina man 


Whopping $100 million water bill shocks North Carolina man yahoo.com 


AP Associated Press*June 15, 2017 

HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. (AP) — The water bill wasn't so bad, but the service charge was eye¬ 
popping. 

The News & Observer of Raleigh (http://bit.ly/2t5BT6Z) reports that Kieran Healy of Orange County 
in central North Carolina got a water bill for $189.92. The service charge was a dollar shy of $100 
million. 

Healy said he asked Orange Water and Sewer Authority on Twitter on Wednesday if he could make 
installment payments. 

Healy posted later Wednesday the utility assured him that his bill was wrong. 

The utility's Stephen Winters said an outside company sends payment reminder emails to 
customers before their account is drafted. Winters said a mistake made it appear Healy faced a 
huge bill. 

Winters said he doesn't know how many customers may get emails with incorrect service charges, 
but the company is sending out apology messages. 
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100-year-old coloring book found at the Missouri Botanical Garden fox2now.com 


Posted 6:33 pm, June 13, 2017, by Patrick Clark, Updated at 05:11PM, June 13, 2017 

ST. LOUIS - Another great attraction for St. Louis is the 
Missouri Botanical Garden. But a recent discovery has 
made what’s old, is new again. 

It was research for another project that led Amy Pool to 
discover a book on botany that described another book. 

Amy Pool, a Curatorial Assistant Missouri Botanical 

Garden, “And I was consulting this book.” 

The author mentions Robert Sayer's the Florist with a date of 1760. 

So, she started perusing the periodicals and went into the archives at the peter raven library at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden. 

The library has over 500,000 book in 80 different languages. 

But the copy of the florist she found was unique for its perspective. 

“And I thought, hmm. Sounds like a coloring book.” 

That's exactly what it is. 

Preserved in the Missouri Botanical Garden library collection the book made in London in the 18th 
century describes plants, their natural pigments and how they should be given color. 

“It's interesting that people in 1760 were interested in coloring, who knew?” 

Yes, everything old is new again. 

Online Public File • Terms of Service • Privacy Policy 
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Man Shatters World Record, Devours 255 Peeps in 5 Minutes | NBC 6 South Florida 


Man Shatters World Record, Devours 255 Peeps in 5 Minutes 

By Brendan Weber 

Published at 7:13 PM EOTon Apr 9, 2017 \ Updated at 12:55 AM EDTon Apr 10, 2017 nbcmiami.COm 


In the spirit of the Easter season, San Jose's Matt Stonie 
inhaled 255 Peeps Saturday on his way to smashing his 
NBC 6 /RESPONDS/ previous world record. 

NBC_ OTS_CONSUMER_MIAMI 

The competitive eating legend 
downed the copious amount of 
surgary marshmallows in just five 
minutes at the second annual 
National Harbor World Peeps Eating 
Championship, according to Major 
League Eating. 

That mark set Saturday was 55 
better than the previous world 
record, which happened to be set by 
Stonie during last year's Peeps¬ 
eating contest in Maryland. 

Stonie's first-place finish helped him stuff his wallet with $1,750, according to Major League Eating. 

Stonie, nicknamed "Megatoad," is the No. 2-ranked competitive eater in the world behind fellow San 
Jose, California, native Joey Chestnut, according to Major League Eating. 

The competitive eater is most famously known for winning the 2015 Nathan's Famous Fourth of July 
International Hot Dog Eating Contest. That victory ended Chestnut's eight-year unbeaten streak at 
the world-renowned event. 

©2017 NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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A Bar In Kerala Just Made A 250m-l_ong Maze Wall To Beat Supreme Court's 500m Rule - lndiatimes.com 


A Bar In Kerala Just Made A 250m-Long Maze Wall To Beat 
Supreme Court's 500m Rule 

April 08,2017 indiatimes.com 


Bobins Abraham 
35.1 K SHARES 

Since April 1 a large number of the bars, pubs and liquor shops across India has gone out of 
business, thanks to a Supreme Court order that the outlets should be at least 500m away from state 
and national highways. 


BCCL 

The verdict, like most of the states was 
a blow to the booze lovers in Kerala too. 
But what made the situation worse in 
state is there was already a ban in 
place, by which only three-star hotels 
and above are allowed to serve liquor. 

BCCL 

Most of the bars were then converted 
into beer and wine parlors, which were 
also forced to shut down after the SC 
order. 

But a bar in Ernakulam district decide to 
make a way around it, literally! 

BCCL 

The Aishwarya Bar in North Paravoor, a 
Kochi suburb has built a 250m-long 
maze-like walkway to the entrance, 
theoretically making it more than 500m 
away from the highway. 


"We have done nothing illegal. The plot behind the bar also belongs to the owner and we have 
constructed an extended way to reach the bar. Now it is 520 metres from the highway. We are set to 
approach the circle inspector of excise with the new route map to authorize the reopening of the 
bar," said Shiju P, bar manager. 

Even the excise officials admitted the move by the management is acceptable. A Vijayan IPS, 
additional excise commissioner said, 

"We do not measure the aerial distance but only the walking distance. However, they will be fined 
for altering the entrance." 



BCCL 


http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/a-bar-in-kerala-just-made-a-250nn-long-maze-wall-to-beat-supreme-court-s-500nn-rule-275175.htnnl 


1/2 



4/18/2017 


A Bar In Kerala Just Made A 250m-l_ong Maze Wall To Beat Supreme Court's 500m Rule - lndiatimes.com 



was about to shut down as its entrance was within 100m of 


There is more... the bar is calling it 
Snehamathil (wall of love). 

According to the owners the lOm-wide 
walkway was completed in three days at 
a cost of about 1.5 lakh rupees. 

While the move seems cheeky and 
innovative, the idea is not anything new. 

In the 2002 Malayalam movie 
Chathurangam featuring Mohanlal, the 
hero, Jimmy does exactly the same 
thing when a bar owned by his friend 
a place of worship. 


Like they say "necessity is the mother of 
invention!" 

Copyright © 2017 Times Internet 
Limited. Powered by Indiatimes Lifestyle 
Network. All rights reserved 
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A Boggart Did It - Proved In Court! | Lancashire Folk 


A Boggart Did It - Proved In Court! 


lancashirefolk.com 


Lancashire folklore, legends, ghosts, local history 





Posted on April 19, 2017 by LancashireFolk 


In 1869, a court in Blackburn pronounced, amazingly, that a boggart had 
been responsible for breaking numerous windows in the Union Buildings. 
A respectable-looking man called George Hindle had been accused and 
taken to court. The court heard how windows had been broken by stones 
every night for several weeks, to the great expense of the residents. The 
disturbance had been so bad that a reward was offered to anyone who 
could reveal the assailant, who had always vanished before he could be 
spotted. 




•A /-/J&S- 


Finally, George Hindle was arrested by PC Livesey, who had been 
instructed to keep the buildings under constant watch. His evidence was 
that he had seen Hindle go into his brother-in-law’s house, from where he 
sent a stone flying at the opposite house. A moment later, Hindle came 
out of the house and picked up the stone again. However, that was the 
only point at which the Constable could say he had actually seen Hindle with a stone in his hand - 
not actually in the act of throwing it, but with it in his hand. 


boggart 


Hindle vehemently protested his innocence. He said that the stone had been in his hand because 
the Constable had asked people to collect the offending stones and give them to him as evidence. 
He said that, despite his innocence, he would rather pay the costs of the broken windows than be 
standing where he was that day; in court. In his defence, it was pointed out that the reward money 
had been doubled by the prisoner himself and, moreover, windows in his own house had been 
broken by the mysterious stone-thrower. Also, since Hindle had been in custody, more windows had 
been broken. Witnesses were also brought forward who said that they had been standing with 
Hindle when stones had come through their own windows - it could not have been he; it must have 
been a boggart. 


Incredibly, the end result of this court case - which caused much laughter in the court-room - was 
that the magistrate had no recourse but to pronounce that a boggart had indeed been responsible 
for breaking the dozens of windows! George Hindle was released without charge. 



About LancashireFolk 

Lancashire folklore, legends, ghosts, local history - author of 'Lancashire Folk' published by 
Schiffer Publishing Winter 2015 - 9780764349836 £17.50. 'Manchester Folk', covering 
Greater Manchester, coming in 2017! 
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3 Responses to A Boggart Did It - Proved In Court! 


1 . 



Steve Maybury says: 
April 19, 2017 at 5:59 pm 


Case closed! 

Or was it the local window repair man? 



LancashireFolk says: 
April 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm 



2 . 


♦♦ 

Deanna Roesler says: 

April 20, 2017 at 2:38 pm 

But did the window smashing stop then? I would love to see that court documentation in 
writing. 
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A Moose Destroyed a Flowerbed Planted to Celebrate Canada's Sesquicentennial - Atlas Obscura 


A Moose Destroyed a Flowerbed Planted to Celebrate Canada's 
Sesquicentennial atlasobscura.com 

He or she ate a heck of a lot of tulips. 

by Cara Giaimo 
May 24, 2017 

Canada turns 150 years old this summer, To celebrate, the Memorial University of Newfoundland 
(MUN) Botanical Garden in St. John’s planned far ahead: Last October, they planted carefully 
selected red and white tulip bulbs, some in the shape of a maple leaf. 

One local resident got a bit greedy, though, and wanted to enjoy the celebration alone. Last 
Thursday morning, May 18, staffers arrived to find the beds stirred up and the plants half-eaten. The 
culprit? A hungry moose. 

“The moose munched on the entire red and white tulip display—Canada’s 150th maple leaf design 
and all!” MUN Botanical Garden posted on Facebook last week. Photos show several ransacked 
flowerbeds, with bulbs yanked up and leaves chewed to the ground. (One bed, slightly protected by 
stakes and netting, seems to have been spared.) 

“It won’t be as magnificent as it should have been,” staff member Quinn Burt told the CBC. 

The good sports found a way to celebrate anyway, though: “How bloomin’ Canadian is that?” they 
wrote. 

Every day, we track down a fleeting wonder—something amazing that’s only happening right now. 
Have a tip for us? Tell us about it! Send your temporary miracles to cara@atlasobscura.com. 
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A future American president's deadly duel 


A future American president's deadly duel 


yahoo.com 


NCC Staff 

National Constitution CenterMay 30, 2017 

On this day in 1806, future President Andrew Jackson nearly died in a duel when he killed his 
opponent, a fellow plantation owner. 

While the deadly duel two years earlier between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton is the most 
famous in American history, Jackson was a frequent dueler among the prominent politicians of the 
dueling age, which lasted up until the Civil War era. 

Dueling was technically illegal in the United States, but prominent government leaders engaged in 
the practice. 

Button Gwinnett, who signed the Declaration of Independence, died in a 1777 duel with Lachlan 
McIntosh. After the killing, McIntosh was then sent to serve under George Washington as a leader 
in the Continental Army. 

DeWitt Clinton, the powerful New York politician, nearly killed a Burr supporter in an 1802 duel over 
patronage. 

Burr was serving as vice president when he met his rival, Hamilton, face-to-face in Weehawken, 

New Jersey. On July 11, 1804, the men met to end a decades-long feud. Both men fired, but only 
Hamilton was hit. He later died from his injuries. 

Hamilton may have been part of as many as 10 duels, but almost all were settled before shots were 
fired. Hamilton’s son, in fact, was killed in a duel, on the very same grounds were his father was 
later shot by Burr. 

One of most famous duels involving Jackson was with Charles Dickinson. In 1806, the two men met 
in combat after Dickinson insulted Jackson’s wife. Dickinson was regarded as one of the best shots 
in America. Jackson was a fearless soldier. The future president survived Dickinson’s first shot, but 
Jackson’s pistol jammed. In a breach of the code duello, Jackson re-cocked his pistol and killed 
Dickinson. 

In 1802, Jackson was involved in a duel with Tennessee’s governor, John Sevier, that ended in a 
standoff involving their seconds. 

Another frequent dueler was Thomas Hart Benton, who fought with Jackson, and had two duels with 
a rival attorney, Charles Lucas. Benton killed Lucas in their second duel in 1817. As a senator, 
Benton became Jackson’s right-hand man in Congress. 

In 1820, a top Navy commander, Stephen Decatur, died in a duel with a former naval commander, 
James Barron. Barron apologized to Decatur as he fell wounded. Decatur accepted, saying it was 
an honorable duel. 

Two members of the House of Representatives fought in a fatal 1838 duel, when Kentucky 
Representative William Jordan Graves killed Maine Representative Jonathan Cilley. Graves was 
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sent to deliver a dueling invitation from New York newspaper editor James Webb, but he wound up 
fighting Cilley. The Supreme Court boycotted the funeral in protest. 

Then, in 1842, an Illinois state legislator got in hot water after he allegedly published a letter 
insulting state auditor James Shields. Shields challenged the author of the letter to a duel. The 
alleged author: Abraham Lincoln. 

By the time the two men met for the duel, however, the duelers’ seconds were able to convince 
them to settle on the grounds that Lincoln was not responsible for the letters. 

Perhaps the oddest duel was between Secretary of State Henry Clay and Senator John Randolph in 
1826. A known hothead, Randolph accused Clay of “crucifying the Constitution and cheating at 
cards” in a speech on the Senate floor. 

Randolph was a much better dueler and didn’t want to kill the secretary of state, so he worked with 
another chronic dueler, Thomas Hart Benton, to purposely miss the first shot, so Clay would end the 
duel. 

But Randolph’s pistol misfired just before the duel, and after Clay demanded that the duel continue, 
Randolph shot at Clay and just missed. Clay then shot and missed twice. Randolph went back to his 
original plan and shot above Clay. Cooler heads prevailed, and the two politicians shook hands and 
ended the duel. 
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^ljeJfeHiJ|ork©imes By corey kilgannonjune 12,2017 

HACKENSACK, N.J. — For a newcomer 
driving through this landlocked city in 
suburban New Jersey, a short drive from 
Manhattan, it is an unexpected sight. 

Just off River Street, behind the New Heritage 
Diner, it looms like something out of the Battle 
of Midway: the U.S.S. Ling, a World War ll-era 
submarine longer than a football field, 
squatting in a shallow stretch in the upper 
reaches of the Hackensack River. 


This 312-foot hulk of gray steel has been 
berthed along the river’s shoreline since the early 1970s, when the Navy offered it to a group of 
local veterans. They were looking to use it as the theme of a new naval museum with the help of the 
owners of The Record of Bergen County, whose headquarters long stood on this riverside property. 

But the Ling has become a 2,500-ton problem, on course to be torpedoed by a luxury development 
project. 

Recent Comments 
david dennis 

3 hours ago 

this thing shows up clearly on google earth, i can't even trace the river to the ocean and it can 
clearly be seen how many shoals there are... 

LIChef 

3 hours ago 

Sounds like some wealthy people don't want to spend the money to finish what they started. I'm 
sure they would be happy to let the... 

Robbbb 

3 hours ago 

1) Install the cofferdam, and excavate the sub.2) Cut the sub into 6 parts, each of which will fit on a 
53-ft semi-trailer.3) Truck to... 

The vessel was originally towed up the river, thanks to a dredged channel deep enough to 
accommodate barge traffic. But the river has steadily filled in with silt, leaving the submarine mired 
in the muck. 
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Then came a battering by Hurricane Sandy in 2012, leaving the sub inaccessible and the museum’s 
future shaky. 

But the death blow for a vessel built to face German U-boats may come from, of all things, the 
decline of the newspaper business. 

Faced with revenue losses, the Borg family, which long owned The Record, sold its publications to 
the Gannett newspaper chain last year. Now the family is redeveloping the 20-acre property and 
wants the unsightly Ling out. 

The problem is, no one seems to know what to do with it, or even how to move it, whether for 
restoration or scrap. 

The group of military veterans that runs the naval museum wants to restore the sub as an attraction 
but sees no help on the horizon. They have no money to even replace the gangplank on the Ling, 
the only remaining high-speed submarine from World War II. 

No one else seems to consider the Ling their responsibility — not the Navy or any governmental 
entity, and certainly not the Borg family. 

“It’s not on our property — it’s in the river and we don’t own the river,” said Malcolm A. Borg, 79, 
former chairman of The Record whose father, Donald G. Borg, helped obtain the sub when he was 
editor and publisher. 

“He thought it would be a wonderful attraction,” Malcolm Borg said of the now-languishing vessel. 

“Its tragic — it’s rusting through in a number of places,” he said. “It would take a lot of permits to get 
that boat out of there. It’s stuck in the mud.” 

Les Altschuler, vice president of the Submarine Memorial Association, which runs the New Jersey 
Naval Museum, said his group was still active and controlled the vessel but had neither the money 
nor the ability to move the Ling, especially since the museum had to close, curtailing revenue from 
admission fees and small donations. 

“We tried a GoFundMe and barely got $25,” he said of the fund-raising website. “Nobody cares 
about it.” 

Mr. Altschuler, who said he trained on the Ling in the early 1960s while in the Navy, said it needed at 
least 17 feet of water to be moved. These days, people could traipse through the muck to the vessel 
at low tide. Mr. Altschuler said that the vessel was still buoyant but that he had been told by 
government officials that there was scant chance of the river being dredged again. 

“We’re caught between a rock and a hard place,” Mr. Altschuler said. “We have no plans to move it 
because there is no way to move it. There’s not enough water in the river and you can’t get the 
bridges to open.” 

With the area around the sub too shallow for work boats to approach, even cutting up the sub and 
removing it would be a mammoth task that would require environmental permits, he said. 

Mr. Altschuler said a flotation could be built around the vessel and it could be extricated from the 
mud with a method known as a cofferdam and restored at the site. But even if he could replace the 
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gangway and begin refurbishing the vessel, “if we’re thrown off the property, what access do we 
have to the boat then?” 

Bob Sommer, a spokesman for the Borg family’s development company, Fourth Edition, said the 
Borgs planned to partner with a developer for a five-year project whose first phase would be a 
building with 200 rental apartments that could break ground next year. Future phases could include 
300 more rental units, retail space and a hotel. 

The Ling, named for a type of fish, was launched toward the end of World War II but never saw 
combat. It was later used for training on the Brooklyn waterfront before becoming the centerpiece of 
the New Jersey Naval Museum, whose offices and displays were in several trailers. 

Several vessels and artifacts outside the trailers that were on loan were reclaimed recently by the 
Navy, but not the Ling, which the Navy deems to be property of the museum. 

As for the remaining torpedoes, monuments and other artifacts languishing on the overgrown 
property, the Borgs have asked the museum association to remove them, and they have offered 
help with that, Mr. Sommer said. The museum’s modest memorial, honoring Navy submariners who 
died in World War II, will be permitted to remain, he said. 

And so the days seem numbered for this unheralded museum, which, despite being tucked away 
and doing little advertising, managed to attract hundreds of thousands of visitors over the years. 

Tours of the sub included sitting at the galley tables, peeking into the tiny showers and toilets and 
views of the torpedoes and the engine room, the dated control panels and the crew’s bunks. 

The periscopes in the conning tower would offer views of the concrete plant across the Hackensack 
River, which cuts through suburban New Jersey just west of New York City roughly parallel to the 
Hudson River and drains into Newark Bay leading to New York Harbor. 

The museum regularly hosted Pearl Harbor Day and other memorial events, and local residents 
considered it a beloved part of Hackensack, said Albert Dib, city historian and director of 
redevelopment for the City of Hackensack. 

“A lot of us around here associate the Ling with Hackensack, and there’s definitely sentimental 
attachment,” he said. “But it’s outside the city’s purview to use public funds for something that has 
always been a nonprofit, private enterprise.” 

“We appreciated the significance of the site,” he said, “but it’s become a liability at this point, and 
that’s a shame.” 

33 Comments 

Click here to read the best Times comments from the past week. 

david dennis 

outside boston 3 hours ago 

this thing shows up clearly on google earth, i can't even trace the river to the ocean and it can 
clearly be seen how many shoals there are in the river, maybe big inflatable pontoons could be 
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strapped to it, filled with air to give it more clearance under the keel and then haul it out. 

LIChef 

East Coast 3 hours ago 

Sounds like some wealthy people don't want to spend the money to finish what they started. I'm 
sure they would be happy to let the taxpayers foot the bill for the sub's removal. What a surprise. 

Robbbb 

NJ 3 hours ago 

1) Install the cofferdam, and excavate the sub. 

2) Cut the sub into 6 parts, each of which will fit on a 53-ft semi-trailer. 

3) Truck to Battleship Place in Camden, NJ. 

4) Reassemble and display on dry land adjoining the Battleship USS New Jersey. 

Kevin S. 

Montclair, NJ 5 hours ago 

Bayonne Dry Dock could set her right, provided someone can pay for the tow and repairs. After that, 
the most obvious destination would be Independence Seaport in Philly, as the Ling was built about 
three miles upriver at Cramp & Sons: http://www.phillyseaport.org 

Upstater 

NY 6 hours ago 

The Museum of Science & Industry has the German U-505, a captured submarine on display in 
Chicago. This particular boat sat at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery , Maine for almost 10 
years after WWII ended. It was given to the city of Chicago, after $250,000 was raised to move it to 
the city. This was done in 1954. It was not in great shape, but it was towed from Portsmouth to 
Chicago, through the Great Lakes, restored, and now is on view INSIDE the Museum! If that could 
be done over 60 years ago, moving the Ling could certainly be moved out of'the muck" with today's 
expertise and technology. It would be a great addition to the Intrepid museum location, and hardly 
as long and difficult trip as the U-505 made. It's always about the money, isn't it. The Borgs own it, 
they should have to pay to move it! 

Dan Stackhouse 

NYC 6 hours ago 

Sometimes you just have to let things go, when people aren't really interested in them any more, 
and they have no real function. I'm doing a lot of that around my apartment these days, recognizing 
that I never use a certain thing, and donating or recycling it. 

In this sub's case, seems like it's time to go. There are two main possibilities for its removal, first it 
could be taken apart on the spot, with a barge to move the scrap metal, and the metal could be 
recycled; it'd be expensive but probably worth it for those who want it out of there. The other option 
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is to wait a few years for sea levels to rise, which should make the river high enough to float it out to 
sea, from which it could be taken to a naval yard for scrapping; assuming any naval yards make it 
through the rise in sea levels. 

Pat 

New York 7 hours ago 

How about the Intrepid? Has anyone reached out to them? 

KellyNYC 

NYC 3 hours ago 

The already have a sub. 

Richard 

New Jersey 7 hours ago 

It was a cool and funky site for my kids birthday parties in the late 80's. Great memories. 9 years 
olds loved it! 

Leo Vanderpot 

Croton-on-Hudson 7 hours ago 

Get in touch with Bill Gates or equivalent 

Pat 

7 hours ago 

If it could be moved, then having it displayed next to the USS New Jersey would be an added 
attraction when visiting 

oinonio 

7 hours ago 

The Borg family lacks imagination! Assimilate it into the waterfront development! 

trblmkr 

NYC 7 hours ago 

These guys could fix it and move it! 

https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=VfhmYEx9qbO 

MerlinMedic 
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New York 7 hours ago 

The Ling is not historically significant; however her value lays in what she can contribute to 
education. Haul her out, restore her to dive status and start educating with and adding realism to 
Hollywood. 

DJS 

New York 7 hours ago 

It's not on our property-it's in the river and we don't own the river', said Malcolm Borg, former 
chairman of the Records,whose father, Donald G. Borg, helped obtain the sub when he was editor 
and publisher." 

"' He thought it would be a wonderful attraction ,' Malcolm Borg said of the now- languishing 
vessel." 

Presumably, the Borg Family did not own the river when Donald Borg helped to obtain the sub when 
he thought it would benefit his interests, any more 
than they do now, so this argument does not hold water. 

The Borgs got it in- Let them pay to get it out. Then,they can donate it, and get a tax deduction. 

Bruce Egert 

Hackensack NJ 8 hours ago 

Very glad that the area is being reclaimed and developed with good, luxury housing. Will boost 
Hackensack which is an area near everything including nice people. The Ling will be moved and 
likely scrapped. That's okay. Some things have to go and the Ling is past its prime. 

Dean Swanson 

New Orleans 8 hours ago 

The WWII museum in N.O. needs to salvage this and put it next to or up river from the Kid in Baton 
Rouge! Then link the two museums for tourists! WWIIM even has a movie about the Tang which If 
I'm not mistaken is similar to the Ling here! But that makes too much sense! 

Chucky Brown 

Manhattan 8 hours ago 

"Sounds complicated." - everyone at NASA who sent things to Mars multiple times 
dugggggg 
nyc 6 hours ago 

those missions aint cheap, although relatively speaking NASA was able to pull off some miracles 
this case, though, no one wants to shell out a lot of dough to have this thing moved or cut up. I'd 
imagine that there are many environmental hurdles to clear before dismantling or moving it. 
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Anne 

NYC 8 hours ago 

New Jersey can sue to have the sub removed like Rhode Island did: 

http://wpri.com/2017/01/26/court-k-19-the-widowmaker-sub-must-be-removed... 

Rodrian Roadeye 
Pottsville,PA 8 hours ago 

Someone could raise funds by opening a sandwich shop selling "Submarine Sandwiches". Finance 
the sub's removal with subs (Hoagies). 

Leave Capitalism Alone 

Long Island NY 3 hours ago 
I think you mean "heros." 

jan 

Madison, NJ 8 hours ago 

LING is not "the only remaining high-speed submarine from World War II", as the article states. 

Other Balao-class museum ships include PAMPANITO in San Francisco and LIONFISH in Fall 
River, MA. Other fleet submarine classes are represented as well. 

Frank 

Bayonne 7 hours ago 

My father served on the USS Dragonet SS-293. USS Ling is the sister Ship of the Dragonet. They 
were laid down in Philadelphia Naval Yard for WWII Service. Although Ling never saw action, 
Dragonet went on to The Pacific for Combat Patrol Duty earning two Battle Stars. My fathers 
Dolphins had one star in the center. She came under attack by a Japanese Aircraft while running on 
the surface to charge her batteries. I remember my Father telling me he was on the coning tower 
with the Captain and some crew members and he spotted the aircraft with his binoculars. As he told 
it it was quite a tense scenario as the Skipper kept asking him to identify the silhouette of the 
aircraft. After no response came from a 'Friend or For' transmission the Captain have the order to 
Dive. My Father said he was the last man down and had to Dog Down the Hatch as the Enemy 
Aircraft pelted Dragonet with machine gun fire. He said all of them wound up in a pile at the bottom 
of the ladder. After evading further contact they surfaced for Damage Control Assessment. Bud told 
me the Superstructure of the deck was heavily damaged and she returned to Guam for repairs and 
R&R before returning to Japanese Lifeguard Patrol rescuing downed pilots off the Japanese Coast. 
They went on to circumvent Japan and took pictures of the Russian Fleet Frozen in in Vladivostok. It 
hurts me to see USS Ling abandoned as it was part of our families Heritage. 

Reader 

Brooklyn, NY 8 hours ago 


https ://www.nyti m es.com/2017/06/12/nyregion/subm ari ne- hackensack- uss-1 i ng. htm I ?_r=0 


7/9 



6/13/2017 


A Submarine Is Stuck in the Muck in Hackensack - The New York Times 


It would probably be better served on land. You would have lower maintenance costs and still be 
accessible for tours. And visitors would be able to see more of the vessel. My guess though is that 
this is soon to be razor blades. 

Upstater 

NY 3 hours ago 

@Reader: The U-505, a German submarine is on display at the Museum of Science & Industry in 
Chicago, now inside! It was moved there in 1954! It was towed from Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
through the Great Lakes to Chicago. I think a trip from the Hackensack river to the Hudson River is 
lots shorter, and definitely possible. This is the 21st century....anything is possible! 

Paul Appelbaum 

New York City 8 hours ago 

There were no submarines at the Battle of Midway. It was the first major "sea battle" fought entirely 
with airpower. 

Rutabaga 

New Jersey 8 hours ago 

There were 19 U.S. subs at Midway (World War II Database, ww2db.com) including the Nautilus, 
SS-168. A Japanese sub torpedoed the Yorktown after it had been hit by bombs. It also sank a 
destoyer. However, there was no ship to ship combat. 

Richard Simon 

New Milford, NJ 3 hours ago 

Actually, the USS Nautilus made one of the most significant contributions of all. The Nautilus fired 
on the Japanese CV Kaga and actually hit it (the torpedo failed to explode). The Nautilus was then 
attacked by the destroyer Arashi, which eventually became separated from the rest of the Japanese 
forces. It broke off the attack and headed to rejoin the fleet. This was the destroyer that Wade 
McCluskey spotted and which lead him to the Japanese carriers. 

dugggggg 

nyc 9 hours ago 

It seems odd that the Borg family could get away with contributing to the sub's arrival and then 
allowi the sub sit right alongside their property all this time, and then say hey, we're not responsible. 

tony b 

sarasota 9 hours ago 

The Borgs wanted its there to make money, it's their responsibility to remove it. period. 

MookieWilson 
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Chevy Chase 9 hours ago 

It's a disgrace what has happened to Ling and to Clamagore, at Patriot's Point. Patriot's Point has 
let Clamagore rot while investing in other displays. Not too "Patriotic" if you ask me. Someone 
should remove Ling's conning tower and tow the works to Groton. 

• © 2017The New York Times Company 
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THE 


They were all taken in the late 1800s by the great 
Victorian photographer Frank Meadow Sutcliffe. 
And they provide an unforgettable portrait of a 
seaside community and a way of life that has now 
all-but vanished. 

In one, a two-masted brig is moored in Whitby 
harbour (top). The familiar Whitby skyline is in the 
background - while in the foreground a line of 
washing strung out across the harbour from the 
ship’s prow adds an air of wonderful domesticity. 



PRESS 


York Press 


LOVE Whitby? Then 
you’ll certainly love 
these extraordinary 
photographs. 



Sutcliffe's Whitby harbour with washing. Photo courtesy the 
Sutcliffe Gallery 

stack, drifting over the spars of the vessel behind 
Turner’s Fighting Temeraire. 


In another harbour scene a steam-powered tug 
pulls a much larger vessel into port (below). A 
plume of smoke belches from the plucky tug’s 
in a photograph that was surely inspired by 


They’re both gloriously evocative photographs. But it was when photographing the people of Whitby 
that Sutcliffe really came alive. 

Tug by Frank Meadow Sutcliffe. Photo courtesy 
the Sutcliffe Gallery 

He made his living as a portrait photographer 
based in the town. But his photographs go way 
beyond the kind of lazy commercial portrait you 
might have expected a hard-up professional 
photographer of his time to produce. They are 
character studies - and the people in them are 
real, and bristling with individuality. 

In one, a fisherman - or possibly he’s a member 
of the Whitby lifeboat crew? - named Henry 
Freeman stands posed against a wall, his arm 
raised and resting on the wall’s top (below). He’s wearing a sou’wester, a bulky seaman’s sweater 
and a cork lifebelt. It is clearly a posed photograph, and yet there is something in the challenging 
five-mile gaze of his narrowed eyes that speaks of a life at sea and a dignity that has been hard- 
earned. 

Frank Meadow Sutcliffe's portrait of Henry Freeman. Photo courtesy the Sutcliffe Gallery 
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Other photographs show young women ‘skaning’ (or shelling) mussels in 
a cobbled Whitby courtyard; and another group of women, wrapped in 
warm shawls, standing around a fish stall on the waterfront. 

Mike Shaw, who runs the Sutcliffe Gallery in Whitby and who has 
supplied the photographs we reproduce today, says what is remarkable 
about such portraits is how natural they look. 

They are clearly posed - and given the equipment Sutcliffe had to work 
with, the subjects must have held those poses for some time. But you 
wouldn’t know it to look at them. The subjects seem about to move, to 
speak, to share intimate moments. “Very few photographers even 
nowadays could capture that,” says Mike. 



York Press: 

of the bond which held this closely 


The Whitby fisherfolk knew and trusted Sutcliffe, 
Riley writes. “One feels that Sutcliffe is 
photographing friends, who on many occasions 
put themselves out to suit his requests, even if 
they were just back from an exhausting fishing 
trip.” It is because Sutcliffe was so close to them 
that you can get, from these photographs, a sense 
knit fishing community together. 


Girls skaning mussels, by Frank Meadow Sutcliffe. 
Photo courtesy the Sutcliffe Gallery 

According to Michael Hiley, who wrote a biography 
of Sutcliffe, there is a reason those portraits are so 
full of life. 



York Press: 


A fish stall at Whitby by Frank Meadow 
Sutcliffe. Photo courtesy the Sutcliffe Gallery 

So who was this remarkable photographer? 

Sutcliffe was born in Leeds, the eldest son of the 
artist and watercolourist Thomas Sutcliffe. 

In 1870, when his son Frank was just 17, Thomas 
moved with his family from Leeds to Whitby. 

If he had hoped that moving to the seaside town 
would offer him a new challenge as an artist, 
however, he was to be sadly mistaken. 


A year after the move, he died of heart failure at the age of just 43 - leaving 18-year-old Frank as 
head of the family. 


Frank had little experience of work, other than a brief and unhappy spell as a clerk at Tetley’s 
brewery in Leeds, Hiley writes in his biography Frank Sutcliffe - Photographer of Whitby. But he had 
long been interested in the new art - or should that be science? - of photography. 
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Portrait of the artist: Frank Meadow Sutcliffe. Photo courtesy the Sutcliffe 
Gallery 

His father had encouraged that interest - even building him a darkroom, 
and buying him a huge mahogany camera to work with. 

Before he died, Thomas suggested that Frank take up photography 
professionally - which is exactly what he did. 

His father’s friends gave him commissions to take photographs for them 
in the Lake District and Francis Frith employed him to take “local views” of 
the North Riding. 

At one point, Sutcliffe did briefly leave Whitby. He tried to set up a studio 
in Tunbridge Wells, of all places. But this proved a “total failure”, Hiley 
writes, and in 1876 Sutcliffe returned to Whitby with his wife and young child. 

Whitby remained his base for the rest of his life. He had two studios. The first was in part of a jet 
worker’s shop up a smelly back alley. In 1894, by which time his business was flourishing, he moved 
into a new photographic studio in Skinner Street. 

It was in Whitby that he earned the reputation that brought him worldwide fame. 

He photographed the town’s fisherfolk, the harbour and its craft, and also went inland to capture 
farming scenes. 



York Press: 



York Press: 

generations to come. 


Hay making: one of Sutcliffe's farming scenes. 
Photo courtesy the Sutcliffe Gallery 

But it was Whitby that he truly loved. 

Mike Shaw, whose studio in Whitby’s Flowergate 
has about 500 of Sutcliffe’s photographs on 
display, says the photographer was haunted by 
the fear that the Whitby he knew would disappear, 
lost to the coming new age of steam and 
technology. 

He was largely right. But in his photographs he 
has preserved the Whitby of his day for 


• To see more of Frank Sutcliffe’s photographs, or learn more about his life, visit The 
Sutcliffe Gallery in Flowergate, Whitby, or go to sutcliffe-gallery.co.uk/ 
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Portraits of a vanished Whitby... (From York Press) 



York Press: 
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Adventurous dog gets stuck inside a tree 


nypost.com 


By Associated Press 

June 2, 2017 | 9:39pm | Updated June 2, 2017 | 9:40pm 

Modal Trigger 

SALEM, Ky. — Is that a bird in the tree? A cat? No, it’s Rocco the dog, 
who had to be rescued by firefighters when the small dachshund got 
stuck inside a tree trunk. 

Authorities say two off-duty Kentucky state troopers were mowing a 
cemetery in Salem on Thursday when they heard a dog barking. 

They looked around for several minutes, and finally, they found the 
pooch — trapped inside the tree. 

Apparently Rocco had climbed into a nearby hole dug by a groundhog 
and found his way up through the tree trunk. That’s where he became 

stuck. 

A firefighter came out and cut part of the tree, safely freeing Rocco. 

The opening in the tree is now big enough Rocco — if he dares go on another adventure like that. 
© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 



Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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Air Force B-21 Bomber's Secrecy to Be Reviewed by Inspector 
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Congress ordered inquiry on whether too much is classified 

Inspector general’s review ordered in spending legislation 

The B-21 

Source: U.S. Air Force 

The Pentagon’s inspector general has opened 
a review into whether the Air Force has 
imposed excessive secrecy on fundamentals 
of its $80 billion program to develop and build 
the new B-21 bomber. 

The Defense Department’s watchdog office 
was ordered “to conduct an evaluation and 
submit a report” to Congress within six 
months under a provision of the $1.17 trillion 
government-wide spending bill for the current fiscal year enacted this month. The provision was 
little-noticed because it refers obliquely to directions in a Senate appropriations measure passed 
last year. 

The review objectives are based on the Appropriations Committee’s language and “further 
conversations with committee staff,” Bruce Anderson, a spokesman for the inspector general’s 
office, said in an email. “I can’t provide further details because the project and the evaluation are 
classified.” 

Last year, the Air Force rebuffed requests, including from Armed Services Committee Chairman 
John McCain, to reveal basic information such as the value of the development contract awarded 
Northrop Grumman Corp. or the amount of the fee set aside to encourage meeting program goals, 
citing their potential value to adversaries. 

The review is looking “across the spectrum” at what the Air Force is disclosing with an intent to 
“balance program classification with the transparency that we’re shooting for,” Air Force Lieutenant 
General Arnold Bunch, the service’s top uniformed acquisition official, told reporters Monday. 

“We believe we’ve got it balanced properly,” Bunch said, but the inspector general is “analyzing how 
much we are releasing or are not releasing, to give us recommendations on how to move forward.” 

Sketch Released 
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The Air Force has released a notional sketch of the stealth aircraft, cost goals per plane and the 
names of top subcontractors. It also eventually approved the release in October of a redacted 
version of a Government Accountability Office decision from February 2016 rejecting a Boeing Co. 
protest of the contract award to Northrop. 

The Senate Appropriations panel directed the inspector general to conduct a review “of the security 
strategy, controls and program protection plan.” An aide to committee Chairman Thad Cochran, a 
Mississippi Republican, said he asked for the review to make sure there’s the right balance between 
classified and unclassified information. 

The aide said that although the committee didn’t specify the format for the inspector general’s 
report, it could be unclassified with a classified annex. 

The Air Force’s desire for secrecy was buttressed in May 2016 when seven Republicans and all 
Democrats on the Senate Armed Services Committee joined in a 19-7 vote behind closed doors 
against making the contract value public, including the fees Northrop could earn. 

Then-Air Force Secretary Deborah James said last year that disclosing “the contract value -- per the 
experts on these matters,” such as engineers, “could be a contributing factor” to an adversary 
deriving information such as “size, weight, power and other factors.” 

“We are still in the early days of the B-21,” but the Air Force has revealed more about the new 
bomber program than what was disclosed at similar stages for its predecessors, the B-1 and B-2, 
she said. 
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Ancient bird like 'a kangaroo-sized flying turkey' - BBC News bbc.com 


14 June 2017 

• From the section Science & Environment 



E.Shute/FU/Kim.Benson/T.Rodd/A.Camens 
Image caption 


It has been described as a "giant flying turkey" the size of a grey kangaroo by Australian scientists. 

It is actually an extinct species of megapode bird - an ancient cousin of the modern Malleefowl, 
which famously builds mounds of earth and leaf litter in which to lay and incubate its eggs. 

Progura gallinacea probably didn’t do that, however. 

It lacked the Malleefowl’s large feet and specialised claws, the researchers tell a Royal Society 
journal. 

Instead, it’s quite likely P. gallinacea simply buried its eggs in warm sand or soil, just as some living 
megapodes in Indonesia and the Pacific still do. 

A team from Flinders University in Adelaide assessed new and old fossil finds in producing its 
report. 

Some of the older specimens were first collected in the late 1800s; the newer ones came from the 
remarkable Thylacoleo caverns of Western Australia, where countless ancient animals fell to their 
deaths through limestone pipes. 

The scientists actually describe five new species of extinct megapodes, of which Progura gallinacea 
was the biggest. 

These birds all lived in the Pleistocene - a time period that covers 11,700 years ago to 2.5 million 
years ago. That means they would have existed alongside some of the iconic megafauna - such as 
the giant marsupials - that disappeared shortly after modern humans first entered the Australian 
continent. 
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Although many large extinct birds, such as dodos, were flightless, the Flinders team says Progura 
gallinacea definitely could take to the air. 

It had strong wing bones and probably roosted in trees, the researchers say. 

Their paper on the ancient megapodes is published in Open Science. 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. */.en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px limportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left:-lOOpx limportant; width: 200px limportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid limportant; border-radius: 4px 
limportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type {margin-left: Opx limportant;} 


http://www.bbc.com/news/science-envi ronm ent-40274593?utm_source=fark&utnn_nn edi um=website&utm_content= I i nk&IC ID=ref_fark 



4/12/2017 


Angry husband fills wife's car with concrete 'after she changed her surname for supermarket promotion' - Mirror Online 


Angry husband fills wife's car with concrete 'after she changed her 
surname' 

By Zoey McDougall 16:49, 10 APR 2017 Updated 02:51, 13 APR 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 




An angry husband filled his wife's car with concrete after she reportedly changed her surname to 
win a supermarket promotion. 


The man claimed he and his wife had been going through a rough patch in their marriage and that 
her name change was the final straw for him. 


An eyewitness with a smartphone caught the bizarre incident on camera in Russia's second city of 
St Petersburg. 


The man, whose name has not been revealed, is seen directing a concrete mixing lorry as it backs 
up next to the car and then positions the chute through the car's open driver's window. 


He then gives the order for the 
lorry’s load of cement to be poured 
into the car, filling the vehicle up to 
the level of the windows. 


The final straw in their relationship 
was when she changed her last 
name, from his surname to the 
name of a supermarket, ironically 
called Veniy (Loyal). 


Comment Below 


She had recently reportedly 
admitted to her husband that she 
had not been loyal to him, prompting 
the husband into wanting his 
revenge. 


The footage is proving popular with viewers after being uploaded to social media and video sharing 
websites. 


The husband filled his wife's car with concrete after she changed her surname 


The supermarket chain had 
promised to pay 50,000 RUB (£703 
GBP) per month to any customers 
prepared to legally change their 
surname to that of their brand. 


The husband said he and his wife had been going through a rough patch 

keeping it spotless inside and out. 


He came up with the idea of filling 
her car with concrete because he 
knew how much she loved the car, 
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One viewer, ‘Aleksei Fokin’, said: "I wish I 
could see his wife’s face", while ‘Edu pryamo’ 
commented: "I hope this idiot gets a fine." 

And ‘Vladimir Nemchenko’ noted: "The lorry 
driver could be prosecuted, just like this guy, 
as technically he was the one who poured the 
concrete. Why would he agree to do that?!" 


The husband said he chose to fill the car with concrete because it 
was one possession his wife loved 
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Apopka Monkey: FWC searching for monkey on the loose in Apopka wftv.com 


by: WFTV Web Staff Updated: Apr 24, 2017 - 5:28 PM 


WFTV 



APOPKA, Fla. - Florida Fish and Wildlife 
officers are searching for a monkey that was 
spotted several times in Apopka. 

A viewer sent Channel 9's Lauren Seabrook 
photos of the monkey taken over the weekend 
near Central and Michael Gladden Blvd. 


Springs area. 


FWC officials said it appears to be a rhesus 
macaque that likely came from the Silver 


Officials are warning residents not to approach the monkey because it could charge toward 
people. 


9 Investigates reported about a troop of rhesus macaques that had escaped Silver 
Springs State Park and now live in the area. 

Monkeys have been spotted across Central Florida, even as far as the Villages. 

Lauren Seabrook is asking FWC officers how they plan to trap the monkey. Watch her reports 
starting on Eyewitness News at 5 p.m. 


© 2017 Cox Media Group. 
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Are UFOs flying over Arizona? 

Mark Northaft, Special for The Republic \ azcentral.com azcentral.COITI 


The Arizona Republic sifted through more than 100 reports from the 
Project Blue Book files, searching for the interesting, the bizarre and the 
unbelievable stories from Arizona's UFO sightings. Many of the names 
and specific locations within the reports were redacted by the U.S. Air 
Force. 

15 Arizona UFO stories from the Project Blue Book 

4 p.m. July 7, 1947- The 30-year-old Mr. Rhodes of Phoenix heard the 
approach of an incoming jet. Fie stepped out his backdoor to look, but 
saw nothing. After several seconds however, a gray disc appeared over 
the horizon to the northeast. Mr. Rhodes ran to his workshop, grabbed 
his camera and snapped two pictures as the disc dipped under the 
clouds again. The disc then disappeared over the western horizon. The entire event lasted about 60 
seconds. 

5:45 p.m. April 28, 1949- A Tucson florist stood with two friends, when a silver object appeared over 
the rim of the Catalina Mountains. "It appeared sausage like in shape," the florist noted in his 
firsthand account. It had no wings, windows, fins or visible openings, facts corroborated by all three 
men. The sausage seemed to revolve in a slow roll, similar to an airplane at speeds estimated about 
500 miles per hour, and at a height of about 5 to 10 miles above the Earth. The sighting lasted for 
about 12 minutes. United States Air Force 

2:30 p.m. May 9, 1949- A U.S. Air Force sergeant spotted two flying objects while reclining on the 
front lawn of his home in northeast Tucson. The objects were flat, silver, reflective and "perfectly 
round." They appeared in the southwest of the sky, about the size of washtubs, approximately 
10,000 feet in the air traveling between 750 and 1,000 miles per hours.. The pair headed northwest, 
banked to the left, then abruptly to the right, fading from view over the Catalina Mountains. United 
States Air Force 

7:45 a.m. April 3, 1952- A civilian pilot instructor landed at Marana Air Base. While taxiing, the 
instructor noticed an object described as a "bright star" in the morning sky. The pilot instructor 
continued to keep his eye on the object. "It never moved the slightest fraction in relation to the 
canopy of my aircraft," he said in the report. After about 45 minutes of observation, the object 
suddenly vanished. "The object was bright and shone like polished aluminum. I've been flying for 25 
years and never saw anything like it. It was weird," Logan said in a news article about the incident. 
United States Air Force 

7:15 p.m. Jan. 27, 1953- A Cottonwood man stood outside his home watching an airplane fly 
overhead when he noticed the illuminated object.lt appeared as a yellow-orange light, larger and 
brighter than any of the stars in the night sky. The man ran inside, grabbed a pair of binoculars and 
returned to see the light heading south. Through the binoculars, he could see the object was made 
of two lights, one brighter light near the head of the object, and a second fainter light near what he 
assumed was the tail. The man followed the object for about five minutes before it faded into the 
night. United States Air Force 

Dec. 23, 1954- Kenneth Hite was a first lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force stationed at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base in Tucson. Hite was flying a local combat air patrol mission when he encountered an 
unidentified object near Nogales. He was flying at an altitude of 15,000 feet, and noted the object 
was about 5,000 to 10,000 feet above him. Hite followed the object, which appeared about 10 miles 
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ahead of him, he said. He continued pursuit at an altitude of 28,000 feet and a speed of 350 knots. 
After reaching Douglas, it turned south and Hite, again, gave chase. Not long after, Hike began to 
run low on fuel and had to return to base. 

Oct. 17, 1955- Reports from a missing case file indicate that approximately 12 pale, yellow lights 
appeared over Yuma. The observer, described as a military source, said the formation of the pale 
lights was a wide "V" at a high altitude. The lights grew dimmer, smaller and faded away over the 
course of about three to four seconds. Air Force conclusion: The duration and height of the sightings 
led military officials to believe the observer saw a meteor shower. United States Air Force 
7:45 p.m. April 8, 1958- Two men in their 20s saw an unidentified flying object speeding from north 
to south while driving west on Main Street in Mesa. At first, the men said it had the appearance of a 
falling star with an approximate size of a grapefruit held at arm's length. What was peculiar, 
according to the report, was the object's movement and speed. The light rapidly descended to about 
1,500 feet over the city of Mesa then slowly pulled into a steep climb until it performed a near 
vertical ascent, all the while accelerating. The object disappeared from view after a total of 10 
seconds. United States Air Force 

6:27 p.m. Oct. 19, 1958-A group of astronomers set up about nine miles outside of Benson to 
watch the Russian space satellite, Sputnik 1, and the third-stage rocket that helped it get into orbit. 
The observers instead saw a bright object over the southeastern horizon. It traveled rapidly across 
the sky then vanished out of view over the north-northwestern horizon after about five minutes.lt 
was traveling in the opposite direction of the satellite's projected path, and was much too bright to 
be airplane lights, the observer wrote in the account. Dr. Bruce Maccabee 
6:20 p.m. Feb. 24, 1960-The sun had just set behind the mountains when a 31-year-old Tucson 
man and his wife encountered a white, globular light while driving outside of downtown. He pulled to 
the side of the road to more closely examine the object. The object appeared over the mountains to 
the west, heading east over the city. As it flew, the object made drastic maneuvers, changing 
direction and slanting. After about 5 minutes, the diagonal streaks broke off the initial band of light, 
circling the object, then absorbed back into the original band. It appeared to glide over the sky, 
gently rising and then fading away to the south. United States Air Force 

4:30 a.m. Aug. 10, 1964- An object with a trail of whitish-yellow flames and sparks skittered across 
the early-morning sky over Phoenix, according to reports from civilian and military observers. Two of 
the reports indicated the object looked like a fireball and could have been a meteor. Most agree, the 
source was very bright and came from a single object. No sound was reported. Most on the ground 
observed the object heading from west to east, but two flight crews reported the object moving 
southwest to northwest. United States Air Force 

Sept. 7, 1965- A Tempe liquor-store clerk watched as six whitish-yellow objects flew low over the 
city as if they were going to land, before disappearing to the southeast over the mountains. Each of 
the objects were oval-shaped, and had windows that emanated a pinkish light, according to the 
clerk. Two of the lights were side by side, and four together. They emitted a high-pitched hum that 
hurt the ears of the observer, and gave her a headache.The officer producing the report noted that 
the clerk was convinced UFOs exist and had seen numerous UFOs during the four years prior. The 
clerk also said she had hypersensitive hearing that allows her to hear UFOs before she sees them. 
United States Air Force 

Oct. 25, 1965- Nine miles southeast of Luke Air Force Base in Glendale, a military official watched 
the night sky from home. The observer noticed a bright object to the southwest. At first, the observer 
thought it resembled a star or planet. It oscillated from white to orange and black to white. Then it 
began to move. It changed directions from south to north, then moved to the southeast and east. It 
changed elevation, disappeared, then reappeared an hour after its first appearance. The observer 
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described the movements as "erratic" and emphasized it moved at high speed. United States Air 
Force 

8:05 p.m. Nov. 26, 1965- A husband, wife and son standing outside watched an explosion in the sky 
similar to Fourth of July fireworks, except that the rocket burst into a perfect circle of blue starlike 
objects.The cluster of 30 to 50 objects then moved south over Phoenix. Ten to 15 seconds after the 
first sighting, the cluster began "swarming like bees, resolving into two undulating 'V' formations," 
then melding back into a single V before disappearing while heading due south, according to a 
summary of the event from the husband, who included his qualifications as an astronomer and a 
teacher of aircraft identification during World War II. Dr. Bruce Maccabee 
5:40 p.m. Oct. 9, 1967- A 13-year-old boy said he watched a UFO take off from the desert. He 
described the object as looking like a large, silver water heater with 2 legs, each fitted with a curved 
pad. The boy said the UFO made a humming sound as it took off, and left an indescribable taste in 
his mouth. The report includes pictures of impressions in the sand the boy alleges were created by 
the UFO. The Aerial Phenomena Branch received the report, took pictures and soil samples, then 
sent them to the Ohio River Division Laboratory for testing. In turn, the lab found that the UFO could 
not possibly have been the size or dimensions described by the boy. United States Air Force 
The Arizona Republic sifted through more than 100 reports from the Project Blue Book files, 
searching for the interesting, the bizarre and the unbelievable stories from Arizona's UFO sightings. 
Many of the names and specific locations within the reports were redacted by the U.S. Air Force. 
Thinkstock 

Only in Arizona: Based on eyewitness accounts filed at a national reporting center, and 
considering the storied 1997 Phoenix Lights incident, close encounters may not be of the 
odd kind 


The "Phoenix Lights," as they appeared to Lynne D. 
Kitei's video camera on the evening of March 13, 
1997.(Photo: Lynne D. Kitei) 

Story Highlights 

• More than 30 UFO sightings have occurred 
over Arizona skies just this year 

• Arizona has had more than 3,500 incidents 
dating as far back as the 1940s 

• The state's most incident — known as the 
“Phoenix Lights” — occurred March 13, 1997 

Between Arizona's finger-wagging politics, made- 
for-TV court cases and seeming affinity for all things bizarre, sometimes it's hard to take our state 
seriously. 

Throw in an inordinate number of UFO sightings — yes, unidentified flying objects — and mythic 
jackalope run-ins appear tame by comparison. 

Weird but true. The National UFO Reporting Center based in Davenport, Wash., catalogs unusual 
sightings worldwide, including the more than 30 events that have occurred over Arizona skies ... just 
this year. They have logged more than 3,500 incidents dating as far back as the 1940s. 

March 26 report 



http://www.azcentral .com/story/news/local/phoenix-contri butor/2016/05/24/ufos-flyi ng-over-arizona/84795864/ 


3/10 



6/13/2017 


Are UFOs flying over Arizona? 


On March 26, for example, an unidentified Phoenix resident reported that he “observed a bright 
object in the night sky over north Phoenix that remained in a stationary orbit for about two hours.” 

The posting on the NUFORC website continues: “I viewed the object with binoculars and noticed 
that there appeared to be three glowing lights side by side with the light in the middle glowing 
brighter. I noticed that the object would move very slowly but remained in the same area for a long 
time. I then viewed the object with a telescope and was astonished to see a perfectly round object 
very large in size and appeared to pulsating an orange glow around it. I viewed the object with a 
telescope for a while before it very slowly moved off to the east part of the Valley.” 

Call Fox Mulder, we have a fellow believer. But he's not the only one. 

Phoenix lights 

The state's most famous close encounter of the third kind — known as the “Phoenix Lights” — 
occurred March 13, 1997, and lasted for about two hours. The difference between the recent 
isolated incident and the “Lights” is that thousands witnessed the massive V-shaped dark crafts and 
light formations. 

“It was the most dramatic case I have been associated with during my tenure,” says Peter 
Davenport, director of NUFORC, referring to the Phoenix Lights incident. “We were visited by five or 
six craft not of this world.” 

One of the most dramatic sightings that evening happened close to Camelback Mountain, where 
Susan Watson and four of her children witnessed an apparently immense object hover over their 
home. The craft, shaped like a rounded 120-degree chevron, hovered for approximately five 
minutes then “appeared to fire a laser-like bolt of light at the ground and then suddenly streaked to 
the south,” Davenport says. 

“That probably was the same gigantic object that then was seen by air traffic controllers and pilots 
over Sky Harbor airport, and which minutes later traveled down 1-10 southeast to Tucson,” he says. 

Fallout 

Thousands of witnesses came forward that evening and called television stations, The Arizona 
Republic, Luke Air Force Base and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport. The NUFORC website 
posts scores of accounts. 

Then-Phoenix City Councilman Frances Barwood was the only public official to acknowledge the 
event and called for an investigation. But it went nowhere. 

The governor at the time, Fife Symington, 10 years later told author Leslie Kean that he saw the 
craft. His story was included in "UFO’s: Generals, Pilots, and Government Officials Go on the 
Record." 

“It is inconceivable, following (the Phoenix Lights) case, that the government is not now fully aware 
of the UFO phenomenon,” Davenport says, “and of the fact that our planet is being visited by alien 
spacecraft.” 

Contact “Only in Arizona” columnist Mark Nothaft at marknothaft.onlyinaz@gmail.com. Send him the 
weird and fun facts and places found #OnlylnArizona. 
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4 p.m. July 7, 1947 

Mr. Rhodes stepped out his backdoor and 
walked toward his workshop. From the east, 
he heard the approach of an incoming jet 
airplane -- possibly a P-80, according to the 
report. 

The 30-year-old Phoenix man looked, but saw 
nothing. After several seconds however, a 
grey disc appeared over the horizon to the 
northeast. It was elliptical in shape, 20 to 30 
feet in diameter, and appeared about 5,000 
feet in the air. The "object" spiraled downward 
to about 2,000 feet, then flew upwards into the 
clouds travelling at speeds between 400 and 

600 miles per hour. 

Mr. Rhodes snapped two pictures as the disc dipped under the clouds again, spiraling in a left 
to right circle, about a quarter to a half-mile in length. The disc then disappeared. 

• 

5:45 p.m. April 28, 1949 

Sausage-like object 

A Tucson florist stood with two friends at the 
corner of Campbell Avenue and Hedrick Drive, 
when an object appeared over the rim of the 
Catalina Mountains. 

"It appeared sausage-like in shape," the florist 
noted in his firsthand account. It had no wings, 
windows, fins or visible openings. A fact 
corroborated by all three men. 

The sausage seemed to revolve in a slow roll, 
similar to an airplane as it sped across the sky 
at speeds estimated around 500 miles per 
hour, and at a height of about five to 10 miles 
above the earth. The florist estimated the object would be the size of a city block had it been 
right in front of him. The sighting lasted for about 12 minutes. 

• 

2:30 p.m. May 9, 1949 

Air Force sergeant sees unknown flying objects 

A U.S. Air Force sergeant spotted two flying objects while reclining on the front lawn of his 
home in northeast Tucson. 

The objects were flat, silver, reflective and "perfectly round." They appeared in the southwest 
of the sky, about the size of washtubs, approximately 10,000 feet in the air. The pair headed 
northwest, banked to the left, then abruptly to the right, fading from view over the Catalina 
Mountains. 

They had no vapor trail, no exhaust and made "absolutely no sound." The objects appeared to 
be traveling between 750 and 1,000 miles per hours. The sergeant wrote that although he had 
been associated with aircraft his entire life, he had never seen anything that moved as fast as 
the objects. 




http://www.azcentral .com/story/news/local/phoenix-contri butor/2016/05/24/ufos-flyi ng-over-arizona/84795864/ 


5/10 




6/13/2017 


Are UFOs flying over Arizona? 


• 

Pilots chase after UFO from ground and sky 
A civilian pilot instructor landed at Marana Air 
Base. While waiting for a radio transmission 
from one of his students, the instructor noticed 
an object described as a "bright star" in the 
morning sky. At first, he thought nothing of it. 
After about six or seven minutes, a colleague 
mentioned the object was still hovering in the 
same place. Another man, Mr. Logan, took off 
from the base to get a better look at the object. 
He climbed to 13,500 feet, but the object 
appeared at least 30,000 to 40,000 feet in the 
air. With no hope of matching that altitude 
without oxygen, Logan landed again at the 
airport. 

After about 45 minutes of observation, the 
object suddenly vanished. 

• 

7:15 p.m. Jan. 27, 1953 
Orange light over Cottonwood 
A Cottonwood man stood outside his home 
watching an airplane fly overhead. He followed 
the plane's blinking lights as they disappeared 
in the east. That's when he noticed the 
illuminated object. 

It appeared as a yellow-orange light, larger 
and brighter than any of the stars in the night 
sky. The man ran inside, grabbed a pair of 
binoculars and returned to see the light 
heading south. 

Through the binoculars, he could see the 
object was made of two lights, one brighter 
light near the head of the object, and a second 
fainter light near what he assumed was the 
tail. The man followed the object for about five 
minutes before it faded into the night. 

• 

Dec. 23, 1954 
Pilot spots craft 

Kenneth Hite was flying a local combat air patrol mission when he encountered an unidentified 
object near Nogales. He was flying at an altitude of 15,000 feet, and noted the object was 
about 5,000 to 10,000 feet above him. 

The object flashed with a red and green hazy glow. Hite made contact and radio lock allowing 
him to automatically follow the selected target, which appeared about 10 miles ahead of him, 
he said. Not more than five seconds later, the radio lock broke and Hite was never able to get 
it back. He continued pursuit. The distant object appeared to parallel Hite's flight path, 
maintaining an altitude 5,000 to 10,000 feet above him. The object flew over Nogales and then 
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headed toward Douglas. After reaching 
Douglas, it turned south and Hite, again, gave 
chase. Not long after, Hike began to run low 
on fuel and had to return to base. 

• 

Oct. 17, 1955 
'V' lights over Yuma 

Reports from a missing case file indicate that 
approximately 12 pale, yellow lights appeared 
over Yuma. 

The observer, described as a military source, 
said the formation of the pale lights was a 
wide "V" at a high altitude. The lights grew 
dimmer, smaller and faded away over the 
course of about three to four seconds. 

Air Force conclusion: The duration and height 
of the sightings led military officials to believe 
the observer saw a meteor shower. 

• 

7:45 p.m. April 8, 1958 
Cigar-shaped object 

Two men in their 20s saw an unidentified flying 
object speeding from north to south while 
driving west on Main Street in Mesa. The men 
said the object had windows that emitted an 
orange light. At first, the men said it had the 
appearance of a falling star with an 
approximate size of a grapefruit held at arm's 
length. 

What was peculiar, according to the report, 
was the object's movement and speed. The 
light rapidly descended to about 1,500 feet 
over the city of Mesa then slowly pulled into a 
steep climb until it performed a near vertical 
ascent, all the while accelerating. 

The object disappeared from view after a total 
of 10 seconds. Both men were completely 
convinced they saw a "flying saucer," 

according to the report. 

• 

6:27 p.m. Oct. 19, 1958 
Astronomers spot light 

A group of astronomers set up about nine miles outside of Benson to watch the Russian space 
satellite, Sputnik 1, and the third-stage rocket that helped it get into orbit. 

The observers never did see the rocket, but instead saw a bright object over the southeastern 
horizon. It traveled rapidly across the sky then vanished out of view over the north- 
northwestern horizon after about five minutes. 
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The object had a yellowish hue, was brighter than any other star in the sky, but dimmer than 
Venus. It was traveling in the opposite direction of the satellite's projected path, and was much 
too bright to be airplane lights, the observer wrote in the account. 

• 

6:20 p.m. Feb. 24, 1960 

White streak 

The sun had just set behind the mountains 
when a 31-year-old Tucson man and his wife 
encountered a white, globular light while 
driving outside of downtown. The man's wife 
pointed at a white streak in the sky, framed by 
the car's windshield. At first the man thought it 
might be a contrail, but it did not lengthen or 
spread. He pulled to the side of the road to 
more closely examine the object. 

It appeared as a band of white light, the same 
color as the contrail. The object appeared over 
the mountains to the west, heading east over 
the city. As it flew, the object made drastic maneuvers, changing direction and slanting. 

After about 5 minutes, the diagonal streaks broke off the initial band of light, circling the object, 
then absorbed back into the original band. It appeared to glide over the sky, gently rising and 
then fading away to the south. 

• 

4:30 a.m. Aug. 10, 1964 

15 reports of UFOs 

An object with a trail of whitish-yellow flames 
and sparks skittered across the early-morning 
sky over Phoenix, according to reports from 
civilian and military observers. 

Two of the reports indicated the object looked 
like a fireball and could have been a meteor. 
Most agree, the source was very bright and 
came from a single object. No sound was 
reported. 

Most on the ground observed the object 
heading from west to east, but two flight crews 
reported the object moving southwest to 
northwest. On average, the object was visible for about 10 seconds. 

Air Force conclusion: Most likely a meteor, according to the report. 

Sept. 7, 1965 
6 humming lights 

A Tempe liquor-store clerk watched as six whitish-yellow objects flew low over the city as if 
they were going to land, before disappearing to the southeast over the mountains. 

Each of the objects were oval-shaped, and had windows that emanated a pinkish light, 
according to the clerk. Two of the lights were side by side, and four together. They emitted a 
high-pitched hum that hurt the ears of the observer, and gave her a headache. The officer 
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producing the report noted that the clerk was 
convinced UFOs exist and had seen 
numerous UFOs during the four years prior. 

Air Force conclusion: The clerk lived under a 
very active airway, and could have seen 
eastbound aircraft that went out of sight over 
the mountains, according to the officer 
producing the report. 

• 

Oct. 25, 1965 

Bright objects with erratic movements 
Nine miles southeast of Luke Air Force Base 
in Glendale, a military official watched the 
night sky from home. The observer noticed a 
bright object to the southwest. At first, the 
observer thought it resembled a star or planet. 
It oscillated from white to orange and black to 
white. 

But then it began to move. It changed 
directions from south to north, then moved to 
the southeast and east. It changed elevation, 
disappeared, then reappeared an hour after its 
first appearance. The observer described the 
movements as "erratic" and emphasized it 
moved at high speed. 

Air Force conclusion: The intelligence officer 
submitting the report concluded the observer saw the planet Venus in the southwest and 
Jupiter in the south-southeast. 

• 

8:05 p.m. Nov. 26, 1965 
V-shaped formations 

A husband, wife and son standing outside watched an explosion in the sky similar to Fourth of 
July fireworks, except that the rocket burst into a perfect circle of blue starlike objects. The 
cluster of 30 to 50 objects then moved south over Phoenix. 

Ten to 15 seconds after the first sighting, the cluster began "swarming like bees, resolving into 
two undulating 'V' formations," then melding back into a single V before disappearing while 
heading due south, according to a summary of the event from the husband, who included his 
qualifications as an astronomer and a teacher of aircraft identification during World War II. 

Air Force conclusion: The officer submitting the report wrote "Other (BIRDS)" in the conclusion 
box on the record. 

• 

5:40 p.m. Oct. 9, 1967 
Elaborate hoax 

A 13-year-old boy said he watched a UFO take off from the desert. He described the object as 
looking like a large, silver water heater with 2 legs, each fitted with a curved pad. 

The boy said the UFO made a humming sound as it took off, and left an indescribable taste in 
his mouth. The report includes pictures of impressions in the sand the boy alleges were 
created by the UFO. 
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The Aerial Phenomena Branch received the 
report, took pictures and soil samples, then 
sent them to the Ohio River Division 
Laboratory for testing. In turn, the lab found 
that the UFO could not possibly have been the 
size or dimensions described by the boy. 

Air Force conclusion: The last page of a 
comprehensive 60-page report said simply, 
the alleged Tucson incident was a hoax. 
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Arizona psychic injured after car hit restaurant jokes he 'didn't 
foresee it happening' 

Josiah Destin, The Republic \ azcentral.com azcentral.COITl 



A psychic medium from Litchfield 
Park is recovering after being hit by 
a car that struck a window in a 
Ontario, Canada, restaurant where 
he was eating May 30, 2017. 
Wochit 



Blair Robertson 


Psychic 

medium 

Blair 


Robertson, a Litchfield Park resident, was injured when a car plowed through a restaurant where he 
was dining in Ontario, Canada.(Photo: Facebook/Blair Robertson) 


Blair Robertson recalls the moment a white Lexus crashed through the front window of a restaurant 
in Canada, launching the psychic medium into the air and pinning him against a wall. 


"I didn't foresee it happening." 


Litchfield Park resident Robertson, 51, jokes about the May 30 accident even as he is recovering 
from injuries. 


He was having lunch with a mentor and fellow psychic when the car plowed through the window at 
Silks Country Kitchen in Virgil, Ontario. Robertson and his friend were seated at a table by the 
window. 


"It basically sounded like a bomb going off," Robertson said. "It took place one second in time." 

The crash was captured on a restaurant surveillance camera, which Robertson has posted on his 
Facebook page along with updates on how he is doing. 

"I see my table flying up. My friend disappears behind the table. Next thing you know I'm flying in the 
air and then I land. ... The car grabbed my leg and pull me back down. It pinned my leg under the 
car in a very weird position," he recalled, in an interview with The Arizona Republic. 


http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/southwest-valley/2017/06/08/psychic-injured-after-car-hit-canada-restaurant-jokes-he-didnt-see-conning-litchfield-pa... 1/2 






6/13/2017 


Arizona psychic hurt when car hit eatery jokes he didn't see it conning 


"My leg was in the shape of an 'L.' My left foot was on its side and I have no idea how it wasn't 
snapped off." 

With an injured left rib, swollen leg, bruises throughout his body and whiplash in his neck, Robertson 
is amazed he is still alive. 

"There must have been angels there," Robertson said. 

Police said the 85-year-old woman who was driving the car was not impaired, the Toronto Sun 
reported. 

The owner of the restaurant, Jenifer Phelan, told The Republic she was at the restaurant at the time 
and heard the crash. 

"We've been here for 22 years and nothing has ever happened like this before," Phelan said. "They 
were very brave. I can't even imagine that happening. He (Robertson) was very happy with the 
emergency crews, and there were volunteer firefighters a couple shops away who came 
immediately." 

Phelan said it took the shop about three hours to clear all the broken glass and board up the 
windows. Insurance will cover the cost of all the damage, she said, adding the restaurant is fully 
reopened. 

Robertson, who presents live psychic shows, just finished a nine-show Ontario tour. 

He has five shows scheduled in Arizona in July. 
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Forget Brexit, half a million people applied to go and live on a space 

station metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 13 Jun 2017 7:59 pm 

This is what it might look like (it’s not finished yet) (Picture 
Asgardia) 

Forget leaving the European Union, how about leaving 
Planet Earth entirely - and becoming a citizen of space? 

The idea might sound like something from Star Trek - but 
people are clearly keen (and frankly, looking at how things 
are down here, who can blame them?) 

In fact, 500,000 people tried to sign up to become citizens 
of the first off-world ‘space nation’ - Asgardia - when it 
launched last October 


The group, the brainchild of billionaire Russian computer 
scientist Dr Igor Ashurbeyli, now has almost 200,000 verified citizens from around 200 countries, 
who have each received a Certificate of Asgardia. 

In September, Asgardia will send its ‘foundation stone’ into orbit. 

Undated handout artist’s impression of Asgardians living in 
space (Picture Asgardia) 

The micro-satellite, Asgardia-1, will carry personal data freely 
uploaded by up to 1.5 million Asgardians. 

The launch, 60 years after the first artificial satellite, Sputnik, 
was sent into orbit, will mark the first small step in a 
programme to establish an independent space-based country 
recognised by the United Nations. 

Dr Ashurbeyli said: ‘Asgardia-1 will mark the beginning of a 
new space era, taking our citizens into space in virtual form, 
at first. 

‘Asgardia-1 will contain data stored for free for up to 1.5 million Asgardians on board the satellite. 
These are historic days, and your names and data will forever stay in the memory of the new space 
humanity, as they will be reinstalled on every new Asgardia satellite we launch. 

‘Asgardia-1 is our first, small step which we hope will lead to a giant leap forward for mankind.’ 

What is Asgardia? 

One of the first Asgardian projects will be the creation of a network of satellites to protect the Earth 
from space hazards such as asteroids, solar flares and orbiting man-made debris. 

Asgardia is named after the City of the Gods in Norse mythology. 
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Its main aim is to develop space technology unfettered by Earthly politics and laws, leading 
ultimately to a permanent orbiting home where its citizens can live and work. 

People can apply online to be Asgardian citizens via the website http://www.asgardia.space. 

Those already recognised as citizens are now being asked to vote on key elements of the 
Asgardian constitution. 

Asgardia-1, to be carried into orbit by a resupply ship to the International Space Station, will be 
roughly the size of a loaf of bread, measuring just 20cm (eight inches) long and weighing about 
2.3kg (5lbs). 

It will carry a solid state hard drive containing the citizen data and two particle detectors for 
measuring radiation levels in space. 

Decisions on the Asgardia flag, insignia and national anthem are all due to be finalised this month. 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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WGBY Asparagus Festival on Hadley Town Common draws 

thousands (photos) masslive.com 


Posted on June 3, 2017 at 9:05 PM 
By Steve Smith, Special to The Republican 

HADLEY - Here's the dirt on asparagus: The best is grown right here in Hadley. 

More than 100 farmers and vendors celebrated the stalk heard round the world at the WGBY 
Asparagus Festival Saturday on the historic town common here. Hadley is known as the Asparagus 
Capital of the World. The town grows it, picks it, eats it and celebrates it by the bundle. Locals and 
visitors packed the uncommonly large common on Saturday by the thousands. 

The WGBY-sponsored event featured food, live music, cooking demonstrations, local craft beers, 
children's games, family activities and more. Anna Feldman, representing Wheelhouse Farm, was 
among the cooks demonstrating ways to cook the spears. Simple. With some olive oil on the grill. 
"Just for five minutes or so," she said. 


A favorite with many visitors was the asparagus ice cream offered by Flayvors of Cook Farm. FYI: 
It's not green. And, according to several reviews, it's pretty good. Another favorite: Asparagus fries 
created by the executive chef of the Esselon Cafe, Dennis Lupin. 

Other food vendors included Dean's Beans of Orange, the Hadley Fry Man of Hadley, Harmony 
Springs Beverages of Ludlow Mi Tierra of Hadley, North Hadley Congregational Church, Spoleto of 
Northampton, the UMass Baby Berk Food Truck of Amherst and the North Hadley Sugar Shack. 

Breweries included Abandoned Building Brewery of Easthampton, Artifact Cider Project of 
Springfield, Artisan Beverage Cooperative of Greenfield, Berkshire Brewing of South Deerfield, 
Black Birch Vineyard of Hatfield, Building 8 Brewery of Florence, Headwater Cider of Hawley, 
Harmony Springs Beverages of Ludlow, Lefty's Brewing Company of Greenfield, New City Brewery 
of Easthampton, the People's Pint of Greenfield and Stoneybrook Cider of South Hadley. 

WGBY also offered the Chefs Spearit Lunch, a multi-course meal. 



©2017 MassLive LLC. All rights reserved (About Us). 

LIVE The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, 
cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of 
MassLive LLC. 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/06/wgby_asparagus_festival_on_had.htnnl?utnn_source=fark&utnn_mediunn=website&utnn_content=link&ICID=re... 1/1 




6/11/2017 


This British Pundit Just Ate A Book On TV Because This Year Isn't Weird Enough | HuffPost 


= H This British Pundit Just Ate A Book On TV Because This Year... f * ® 


WEIRD NEWS 06/10/2017 06:26 pm ET 

This British Pundit Just Ate A Book On TV 
Because This Year Isn’t Weird Enough 

The Labour Party won big and Matthew Goodwin is a man of his word. 

By Nina Golgowski 



ELECTION 2017 
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Bradd Jaffy 
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HE ATE HIS BOOK 
9:20 AM -10 Jun 2017 

2,010 4,084 


Follow 


A British political pundit lived up to his promise to eat his own Brexit book after making an incorrect 
prediction on the U.K.’s general election this week. 

Matthew Goodwin, a politics professor at the University of Kent, appeared on Sky News on Saturday to 
make good on his vow. It followed him betting in a Twitter post that the U.K.’s Labour Party, under Jeremy 
Corbyn, would not even receive 38 percent of the vote. It instead ended up exceeding his expectations, 
receiving 40 percent. 
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So, he swallowed his pride — and what may have been a few pages — during his live TV appearance. 

“I am a man of my word, so what I’m gonna do is sit here, and eat my book, while you guys carry on,” he 
told the host before proceeding to rip out a few pages of his book on last year’s Brexit vote. 

Viewers went wild in response, many amazed at his sincerity and others insistent that he wash it all down 
(while offering tips to help). 
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.@GoodwinMJ You can eat the hardback cover if you cut it up 
real nice, or boil it up. Drink the book. Drink the book Matt 
8:46 AM - 10 Jun 2017 

134 902 


Matthew J. Goodwin is an academic, writer and speaker known mainly for his work on British 
and European politics, extremism, immigration and Euroscepticism. He is currently Professor 
of Politics at Rutherford College, University of Kent, and Senior Visiting Fellow at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House. He lives in London. 

Matthew is a trained political scientist and has been undertaking research for more than ten 
years. He holds a BA (Hons) with first-class honours, M.A. and PhD. His first academic post 
was at a self-funded research institute at the University of Manchester. He was then awarded 
a Postdoctoral Fellowship with the Economic and Social Research Council. In 2010, he was 
appointed Lecturer in Political Science at the University of Nottingham, where he managed 
several large research projects for the Leverhulme Trust, Nuffield Foundation, British Academy 
and as a Hermes Fellow. He was then awarded an ESRC Knowledge Exchange Fellowship and 
spent twelve months developing counter-extremism policy on full-time secondment in a UK 
government department. In 2015 he was appointed Professor of Politics at the University of 
Kent and in the same year awarded an ESRC Senior Fellowship to examine Britain's 2016 EU 
referendum. You can connect with him on Linked In. 
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Woman accused of throwing girl in front of train in ‘attempted sacrifice’ indicted | New York Post 


Woman accused of throwing girl in front of train in ‘attempted 

sacrifice’ indicted nypost.com 

By Associated Press 
June 2, 2017 | 9:08pm 

BURLINGTON, N.J. — A New Jersey woman accused of throwing a 5-year-old girl in front of an 
approaching train in what she described as an attempted sacrifice has been indicted on a charge of 
attempted murder. 

Police say 20-year-old Autumn Matacchiera grabbed the girl at random on Jan. 27 and threw her on 
the tracks at a light rail platform in Burlington. Police jumped onto the tracks to signal the train to 
stop, and the girl was rescued by her mother’s boyfriend. She suffered a cut and some bruising. No 
one else was hurt. 

Police were already at the track after receiving a report from a bus driver of a suspicious woman. 

After her arrest, Matacchiera called the Courier-Post newspaper from a hospital and told them she 
believed she needed to make a sacrifice to win the love of an estranged relative. She said she was 
inspired by the biblical story of the golden calf, an idol said to have been worshipped by the 
Israelites and destroyed by the prophet Moses. 

She told the newspaper she no longer wants to be part of the community. “I think I should go to jail 
for the rest of my life,” she said. Her lawyer said she should be treated as a mental health patient, 
not a criminal. 

Matacchiera has remained hospitalized since her arrest. 

Arraignment has not been scheduled. 

© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 

Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century American 
murders. 

Saturday, April 15, 2017 
Augusta Schmidt. 


J. Oscar Walton, a tenant farmer in Walton, Indiana, had an argument with his 
landlady, Mrs. Augusta Schmidt, the morning of October 21, 1893. They shared 
a house on the rented property, Mrs. Schmidt and her family in one half, Walton 
and his family in the other. They stood in the doorway between the two halves 
as they argued. Walton was upset that geese and hogs owned by Mrs. Schmidt 
had been let loose in his cornfields and were scattering the corn all around. As 
the argument became more heated, Walton threatened to take his gun and 
shoot the livestock. Mrs. Schmidt went into her side of the house and returned 
with a revolver, and while Oscar Walton’s mother and ten-year-old son 
watched, Augusta Schmidt shot him in the head and killed him. 

Augusta Schmidt’s journey to Indiana and ownership of the property had been 
a long and arduous one. She was born Augusta Crumbine in Germany in 1848. 
At age 20, though engaged to be married, she agreed to cancel her 
engagement and travel to America with her aunt, Mrs. Christina Hooper. Mrs. 
Hooper was a baroness with a considerable estate in America, but her husband and child had died en route to 
their new home. She needed help managing the property and offered to make Augusta the sole heir and 
legatee of the estate if she would come live with her in America. 

Augusta soon regretted her decision; Mrs. Hopper turned out to be a heartless miser who worked her niece to 
the bone. When Augusta a was not collecting rent on the property that Mrs. Hopper leased to tenant farmers, 
she did menial labor, working as a farmhand in Mrs. Hopper’s fields. After ten years, she got some relief when 
she married Charles Schmidt, a well-to-do farmer, and began raising a family. But through long association with 
Mrs. Hopper, Augusta had become as grasping and avaricious as her aunt and was thoroughly hated by 
everyone with whom she had dealings. 

When Mrs. Hooper died in 1888, Augusta learned that her aunt had not officially made her the sole heir to the 
estate. Claimants from all over the world came to Indiana asserting their right to the estate, initiating a legal 
battle that lasted four years. Augusta Schmidt ultimately won the case, but legal expenses had consumed the 
bulk of the estate. Though she was still seen as a wealthy woman, Augusta and her family were reduced to 
sharing a house with the family of her tenant farmer, J. Oscar Walton. 

James Oscar Walton was from a prominent Indiana family; the town of Walton was named after one of his 
ancestors. He was also popular in the community and news of his murder generated much excitement. Augusta 
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turned herself over to the police to avoid a gathering lynch mob. 

Augusta Schmidt was charged with first-degree murder, and she pleaded self-defense. Her attorneys’ strategy 
was to postpone the proceedings as long as possible in the hope that the only eye-witness the state could use, 
Oscar Walton’s old and feeble mother, would die before the trial. Augusta was denied bail and spent the next 
five months in jail awaiting trial. When the trial could be put off no longer, the attorneys requested and received 
a change of venue since she was unlikely to get a fair trial in Cass County where the murder took place. Even 
with that, they had to interview more than eighty prospective jurors before agreeing to a jury. 

A doctor who examined Augusta in the Logansport Jail testified that he treated numerous bruises on her face, 
tending to confirm her allegation of self-defense. The highlight of the trial came when the state introduced into 
evidence the skull of Oscar Walton. Augusta wept, and women in the gallery feinted. 

The jury deliberated for sixty-eight hours before returning a compromise decision. Augusta Schmidt was found 
guilty but sentenced to only ten years at the women’s reformatory in Indianapolis. Though the sentence was 
light, it was too much for Augusta who threatened suicide. 

In 1899, after Augusta had served nearly half of her sentence, Indiana Governor Mount granted her parole. 
With nothing left but her pride, Augusta refused the parole, vowing to stay in prison until the judge and jury who 
convicted her acknowledged her innocence and admitted their error. Later that summer the last of her property 
was sold at auction to cover her debts leaving Augusta Schmidt and her family penniless. 

Sources: 

“Baroness Practically Penniless,” Elkhart Daily Review, July 31, 1899. 

“Declines a Pardon,” Muskegon Chronicle, March 23, 1899. 

“The Daughter of a Baroness,” Plain Dealer, January 3, 1894. 

“Found Her Guilty,” Elkhart Daily Review, April 4, 1894. 

“Killed by His Landlady,” National Police Gazette, November 11, 1893. 

“The Kokomo Sensation,” Evansville Courier and Press, March 21, 1894. 

“Murdered Her Tenant,” Kalamazoo Gazette, October 22, 1893. 

“She Shot to Kill.,” Daily Inter Ocean, October 21, 1893. 

“Trial of Mrs. Schmidt,” Elkhart Daily Review, March 29, 1894. 

“Wept at the Sight of a Skull,” Elkhart Daily Review, March 24, 1894.“ 


Posted by Robert Wilhelm 
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Auschwitz guard, 95, dies year after being convicted over 170,000 deaths | Metro News 


Auschwitz guard, 95, dies year after being convicted over 170,000 

deaths metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukThursday 1 Jun 2017 10:48 am 

Reinhold Hanning served as a guard at Auschwitz 
(Picture: AP) 

Reinhold Hanning, a former SS sergeant 
convicted of 170,000 counts of accessory to 
murder last year for serving as an Auschwitz 
guard, has died. He was 95. 

His attorney Andreas Scharmer told The 
Associated Press that Hanning died on May 30 
but gave no further details. 

Hanning was convicted last year and sentenced 
to five years in prison, though never served time 
behind bars as his case was still being appealed. 

While there was no evidence he directly participated in killings at Auschwitz, he was convicted as an 
accessory for helping the death camp function in his capacity as a guard in a verdict hailed as an 
overdue victory for victims. 

He told the court he was ‘ashamed that I saw injustice and never did anything about it.’ 



Auschwitz guard, 95, dies year after being convicted over 
170,000 deaths 
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Authorities track NC man accused in ax deaths to Los Angeles 


Authorities track NC man accused in ax deaths to Los Angeles yahoo.com 


Al> Associated PressJune 4, 2017 

This undated photo provided by the Wilson County Sheriff’s Office 
shows Michael Allen Joyner, who was arrested Sunday, June 4, 
2017, in California on a murder charge. Joyner was arrested after 
authorities said he killed his wife and father with an ax and 
escaped on a West Coast flight. (Wilson County Sheriff’s Office via 
AP) 

WILSON, N.C. (AP) — A North Carolina man was arrested Sunday 
in California on a murder charge after authorities said he killed his 
wife and father with an ax and escaped on a West Coast flight. 

Michael Allen Joyner, 38, of Wilson was arrested on two counts of 
murder, multiple media outlets reported. 

"This incident appears to be domestic in nature with an ax being the choice of weapon use to 
facilitate this crime," Wilson County Sheriff Calvin Woodard said. "We were able to locate his vehicle 
as well as gather intelligence as to his whereabouts in California." 

Joyner allegedly killed his wife, Michelle, 36, and his father, Dennis, 63, authorities said. Deputies 
were called to check on the family after Dennis Joyner didn't show up for work on Friday. Officers 
found the two adults on the floor and the uninjured toddler alone locked in a bedroom. 

Authorities found Joyner's car at Raleigh-Durham International Airport, about 60 miles west of 
Wilson. 



This story has been corrected to show that Raleigh-Durham International Airport is about 60 miles 
west of Wilson, not east. 
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Baby Jesus statue gets its head back - Sudbury - CBC News 


Baby Jesus, the statue, has returned 

2017/06/16 cbc.ca 


CBC 

CBcnews 


Original was stolen, replaced, then returned last year 

CBC News Posted: Jun 16, 2017 10:31 AM ET Last Updated: Jun 16, 2017 


10:31 AM ET 


Guess who's back? 

The head of baby Jesus, which was 
stolen, replaced, then returned last 
year, has been reattached to its 
statue in a Sudbury church 
courtyard. 

The original head was stolen last 
year and had been missing for 
months when a local artist came 
forward, offering to construct a new 
head for the decapitated statue. 

The original head of the baby Jesus statue outside of St. Anne des Pins church has 

The terracotta head grabbed global 
attention in October when it appeared on a pearly 
white statue of Mother Mary and her baby Jesus. 
The result was a bit startling due to the contrast in 
colours, as well as the fact that the clay began to 
erode from the rain about a week after it went up. 

The attention led to the original missing head being 
returned to the church. 

The attachment of the original head was paid for by 
a benefactor, according to the church's priest, 
Gerald Lajeunesse. 

Staff at the church said they've received requests from people all over the world, asking about the 
statue. That includes German architecture students who emailed, asking for details on how the 
statue was repaired. 

CBC 

Radio-Canada 

©2017 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved 
Visitez Radio-Canada.ca 
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Georgian journalists' bag protest over reporter's arrest - BBC News 


Georgian journalists' bag protest over reporter's arrest - BBC News 


bbc.com 


By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


7 June 2017 


Image copyrightRustavi TV 

Georgian journalists have worn bags on 
their heads in solidarity with a dissident 
Azerbaijani reporter who was allegedly 
abducted in Tbilisi a week ago. 

Afqan Muxtarli, who was living in exile in 
Georgia, disappeared last week only to 
appear in a court in the Azerbaijan 
capital Baku, where he has been 
charged with crossing the border illegally 
and smuggling money. 

Georgian Interior Minister Giorgi 
Mghebrishvili ruled out Georgian 
involvement in the alleged abduction, 
appearing on national TV to say that statements made by Mr Muxtarli's lawyer were "fully one-sided and without 
foundation", and that theories are "circulating without any factual evidence or substantiation". 

Muxtarli's wife and the Georgian opposition continue to question the officials' assertions, and earlier this week 
by the European Union urged Azerbaijan to release him. 

Bag protest 

Several prominent TV presenters wore bags over the heads during their shows on 6 June, joining a larger 
journalist-driven effort to show silent solidarity with Mr Muxtarli when journalists donned bags at a parliamentary 
committee session earlier in the day. 

Popular journalist Inga Grigolia wore a bag while greeting the audience of her current affairs magazine Reaktsia 
(Reaction) on TV Pirveli. "Reaktsia is joining the journalists' protest and demanding a timely response from the 
investigation as to how the fugitive journalist appeared in Azerbaijan," she said. 

Giorgi Gabunia, the host of the primetime Archevani (Choice) talk show on Rustavi-2 TV channel, also wore a 
bag on his head throughout the entire programme. 

He was scheduled to interview Deputy Interior Minister Shalva Khutshishvili on the Muxtarli case via a video link 
during the show, but Mr Khutshishvili walked out of the interview in protest when the host refused to remove the 
bag. 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 

Copyright© 2017 BBC. 
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Rustavi TV held a talk show where host Giorgi Gabunia wore a hood throughout 
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Beach resort hit by seven foot wave as mini tsunami strikes the Netherlands | Metro News 


Beach resort hit by seven foot wave as mini tsunami strikes the 

Netherlands metro.co.uk 


Georgia Diebelius for Metro.co.ukFriday 2 Jun 2017 2:57 pm 

The seven foot wave hit the beach 
(Picture: CEN) 

A mini tsunami hit the coast of The 
Netherlands this week - dragging 
parasols, sunbeds and even boats, into 
the water. 

Holidaymakers were caught off guard 
after being hit by the seven foot tidal 
wave in Zandvoort, a coastal resort in 
the Dutch province of North Holland. 

Footage shot from the balcony of an apartment shows the moment the water swept items from the 
sand. 

According to local media, the phenomenon is so rare that it is the first time it has been so well filmed 
and documented. 

The first reports of an approaching tidal wave of a medium height were at around 5.45am on 
Monday morning. 

Mini tsunami hits North Sea coast of Netherlands 


Chairs were swept away (Picture: 
CEN) 

In the clip, the cameraman is heard 
saying ‘a tsunami!’ multiple times. 

In another video - which was filmed 
from a sailing club in the seaside 
resort of Katwijk - the sea is clearly 
seen retreating first, after which a 
big wave crashes ashore with 
lightning flashing in the background. 

No one was injured in Monday’s tsunami although there was some damage. 

The unique phenomenon is called a meteotsunami or meteorological tsunami according to Jacco 
Kromkamp of the Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research (NIOZ). 

He said that a meteotsunami is generated when rapid changes in barometric pressure cause the 
displacement of a body of water. 




Beach resort hit by seven foot wave as mini tsunami strikes the Netherlands 
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Beach resort hit by seven foot wave as mini tsunami strikes the 
Netherlands 



It often emerges as the forerunner of a 
thunderstorm front and corresponds 
essentially to a cold front. 

The rare phenomenon was caught on 
camera (Picture: CEN) 

The last recorded meteotsunamis in the 
Netherlands occurred in 2004 and 2006. 

Meteotsunamis have also been recorded 
in the United Kingdom. The first ever 
officially identified British meteotsunami hit 
the Cornish coastline in June 2011. 


Professor David Tappin of the British Geological 
Survey said: ‘Most tsunamis are geological, where 
you have a vertical movement on the seabed which 
can be caused by an earthquake, like in Japan in 
2011, or a landslide. 

‘Meteotsunamis, however, are created by weather. 

‘You need a small, rapid change in atmospheric 
pressure of just a few millibars, if you get one of 

Beach resort hit by seven foot wave as mini tsunami strikes these then it can change the sea surface elevation 
me NetElands by a few centimetres.' 
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Bear breaks into home, plays piano - Story | KMSP 


Bear breaks into home, plays piano 

VAIL, Colo. (WOFL FOX35) fOx9.COm 


Posted: Jun 02 2017 06:02PM CDT 



Updated: Jun 02 2017 06:02PM CDT 

- Make yourself at home! That's exactly what 
one bear did inside this residence in Colorado. 



When homeowners returned to their home, they 
discovered that their kitchen had 
been trashed. Assuming it was a 
burglar, they called the police, who 
eventually suspected that the 
intruder was an animal. That's when 
they inquired about home security 
surveillance and asked to review the 
footage. 


photo 


A security camera was rolling as the 
bear roamed around the living 
room. At one point, you can see the 
bear get up on the piano and look 
outside, striking the keys as it 
peered out the window. The bear 


continued into the kitchen and into a bedroom. 


Homeowners said the bear got in through an open window. 

© 2000-2015 Fox Television Stations, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Belfast hotel warns Irish dancing guests against practising in elevator - BBC News 


Belfast hotel warns Irish dancing guests against practising in elevator - 
BBC News 


bbc.com 


tor an oi our insn Dancing Champions, 


Image copyrightLianne Reddy 



We at the Premier Inn understand how 
you need to practise constantly to perfect your 
skills. However if you dance in the lifts they 
will stop moving and you will be stuck in here 
until we can get an engineer to come and 
rescue you 


Premier Inn Management 



A tongue-in-cheek sign posted by 


management of a Premier Inn 
warned Riverdancing residents 
against rehearsing reels while 
between floors. 


The synchronised steps of Irish 
dancing are a mesmerising sight but 
not recommended for travelling in 
lifts, a Belfast hotel has advised. 


The World Irish Dance 

Championships are being held at the city's Waterfront Hall. 

A picture of the sign was posted to Twitter by Lianne Reddy. 

She tweeted that she "couldn't breathe with laughter". 

The sign, addressed to "all our Irish Dancing Champions", said: "We at Premier Inn understand how 
you need to practise constantly to perfect your skills. 

"However if you dance in the lifts they will stop moving and you will be stuck here until we can get 
an engineer to come and rescue you." 

It added: "P.S best of luck at the Waterfront." 

Lianne's tweet of the sign has attracted more than 500 retweets. 

She told the BBC that she was staying in the hotel as a guest when she spotted the message to 
guests. 

"We had noticed the hotel was really busy but didn't know why," she said. 

"I didn't realise there was an Irish dancing competition on until we saw the sign." 

Image copyright Pacemaker 
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Beulah calf born with extra limbs | North Dakota News | bismarcktribune.com 


Beulah calf born with extra limbs 


bismarcktribune.com 


Gerald Skalsky holds the 1-day-old calf with an extra pair of legs attached 
to its neck on Thursday morning at his ranch near Beulah. 

The day-old calf was sticking close to its mother in a pasture on Gerald 
Skalsky's ranch near Beulah on Thursday. 

Mercer County rancher Gerald Skalsky holds a calf at his family ranch 
south of Beulah. Skalsky said, in his 59 years, he's never seen a calf with 
an extra set of legs attached to it and is consulting with a veterinarian on 
what to do. 

Gerald Skalsky was at an auction sale when his wife called about an 
unusual calf born Wednesday on the couple’s ranch south of Beulah. 

“You’re just going to have to see it for yourself,” she told him. 

Skalsky came home to find the calf, seemingly healthy, but with an extra set of hind legs hanging off 
the side of its neck. 

“I’ve been ranching my whole life, and I’ve never seen anything like it,” the 59-year-old rancher said 
as he watched the Black Angus calf’s bald-faced mother come to lick its baby on the nose. 

State Veterinarian Susan Keller said the extra limbs could possibly be one of two similar genetic 
disorders called polydactyly or polymelia. With polymelia, the extra limbs are often smaller or 
shrunken in appearance. 

Keller called the defect an “important topic that producers should not be afraid to report to their 
veterinarian and to all breed associations ... Now that DNA testing is possible for more genetic 
defects in cattle, it is always good to report findings to the breed association offices so they can help 
determine if the defect is genetic or due to other potential causes.” 

Keller became informed on polydactyly from two of her former college professors who were some of 
the first geneticists trying to determine causes for the disorder and help producers eliminate known 
carriers. She said polydactyly is one that happens in a multitude of breeds and is the result of 
genetic combinations involving recessive genes. 

Keller suggested taking a DNA sample from the calf, cow and bull and said breed associations 
sometimes offer to pay for the cost of the test if asked for assistance. 

“I’ve been in practice 42 years, and I’ve seen three or four (calves) with an extra limb,” said Gerald 
Kitto, a veterinarian at Sheridan Animal Hospital and member of the North Dakota Board of Animal 
Health. 


Jessica Holdman 


• May 11,2017 
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He said, in his opinion, it could be a set of twins that didn’t split during development. 

“It can be something else, but I think it’s more a mistake in gestation,” Kitto said. 

The condition isn't fatal and often the extra limbs can be surgically removed, which Skalsky plans to 
do so it doesn’t get caught in a fence. 

Morgan Dallman of Knife River Veterinary Clinic, Skalsky's vet and another Board of Animal Health 
member, agreed with Kitto. And he said this situation is one of the better ones in terms of birth 
defects, as many are fatal. 

Dallman said he may recommend DNA testing in situations where there are multiple cases of 
defects but he said most of the time they're isolated situations. And he suspects the case is likely 
one of those random occurrences. 

Skalsky said he doesn’t plan to keep the calf for breeding but will likely keep the cow, a heifer that 
he bred and raised, as it appears to be a good mother to its first calf, even though the baby is 
deformed. 

Skalsky said he got into ranching, following in his family’s footsteps. Both his father and grandfather 
raised milk cattle, with his grandfather starting the ranch in 1928. Not wanting to be tied to twice-a- 
day milkings, Skalsky crossed a neighbor’s Angus bull with a few of his father’s milk cows and built 
up a herd. 

After 28 years as a carpenter, he retired to ranch full time. 

Looking up to the sky, he said he couldn’t think of anywhere he’d rather be: “I love the land, I love 
the cattle.” 

Even those with six legs. 

© Copyright 2017 The Bismarck Tribune, 707 E. Front Ave Bismarck, ND 
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Bizarre moment woman 'gives CPR' to a dead PIGEON including the 'kiss of life' - but her efforts don't appear to save stricken bird 


Bizarre moment woman 'gives CPR' to a dead PIGEON including the 'kiss of life' 

- but her efforts don't appear to save stricken bird thesun.co.uk 


The Sun, A News UK Company 

THIS is the moment a woman appeared to give CPR to a dead pigeon in the middle of a busy street. 

Bizarre footage appears to show the woman holding the limp bird in both hands as she blows into its beak in 
front of onlookers. 



2 

The clip appears to show the woman holding the limp bird in both hands she blows 
into its beak 

She then appears to press on the pigeon’s chest - giving compressions - before 
it’s head slumps forward. 

The video, posted on Twitter this evening by @Charlismyname, has already 
racked up more than 11,000 retweets and favourites. 

The post read: “Meanwhile in Glasgow... #pigeonCPR” 

It is not clear whether the woman was genuinely trying to help the bird or taking 
part in a prank. 

However, Twitter was quick to respond to the footage. 


Matthew Plumb posted: “Ridiculous, imagine seeing that!” 



She then appears to press on the pigeon’s chest before it’s head slumps to 
the side 

@beckymclafferty commented: “NO IM SORRY I DONT KNOW HOW TO 
DEAL WITH WHAT IVE JUST SEEN.” 

@kelsey_feed wrote: “I was waiting for it to fly away and when it’s head flops 
down haha.” 

@ogpaolucci said: “I know it’s wrong, but I lost it when the head flopped. RIP 
lil buddy.” 


©News Group Newspapers Limited in England No. 679215 Registered office: 
1 London Bridge Street, London, SE1 9GF. "The Sun", "Sun", "Sun Online" are registered trademarks or trade 
names of News Group Newspapers Limited. This service is provided on News Group Newspapers' Limited's 
Standard Terms and Conditions in accordance with our Privacy & Cookie Policy. To inquire about a licence to 
reproduce material, visit our Syndication site. View our online Press Pack. For other inquiries, Contact Us. To 
see all content on The Sun, please use the Site Map. The Sun website is regulated by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO) 


Our journalists strive for accuracy but on occasion we make mistakes. For further details of our complaints 
policy and to make a complaint please click here. 
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Blood found on Revolutionary War shrapnel in New Jersey 


Blood found on Revolutionary War shrapnel in New Jersey apnews.com 


FREEHOLD TOWNSHIP, N.J. (AP) — Human blood was found on shrapnel discovered 
on a Revolutionary War battlefield in New Jersey. 

Members of the Battlefield Restoration and Archaeological Volunteer Organization 
working in Freehold Township found the canister shot used by the Continental Army 
against British troops during the Battle of Monmouth in 1778. They then sent the lead to Colorado 
for testing, and it came back positive for human blood protein, the Asbury Park Press 
(http://on.app.com/2q30Ltb) reported. 



Dan Sivilich, who is president of BRAVO, believes the find is the only piece of a Revolutionary War 
canister shot that’s ever been positively tested for human blood. Based on where it was found, it 
was probably fired by Pennsylvania artillery into the British 42nd Regiment, Sivilich said. 


The canister shot was probably fired by Thomas Proctor’s Pennsylvania artillery, according to 
Sivilich. Legend has it that Molly Pitcher fired a cannon from the artillery after her husband fell ill and 
couldn’t operate the weapon anymore. 


“It could have been a round that Molly Pitcher handled,” Sivilich said. “We can’t say for sure, but it 
makes for interesting speculation” 


George Washington attacked the British during the battle, which ended in a draw. The British were 
able to march toward New York while the Americans held the field. 


Sivilich hopes the Monmouth Battlefield State Park puts the piece of ammo on display. 


Information from: Asbury Park (N.J.) Press, http://www.app.com 
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The Bloody History of Lake Shawnee Amusement Park | The Hauntist | Destination America 


The Bloody History of Lake Shawnee Amusement Park destinationamerica.com 

posted: 03/03/17 
by: Steven Casale 

The Ferris wheel has rusted over and the chair swing ride no longer spins. Lake Shawnee 
Amusement Park in West Virginia has been eerily abandoned for decades. 

Many amusement parks come and go, but the tale of Lake Shawnee Amusement Park runs a bit 
deeper--and a bit darker. In the 18th century, the land was home to the Clay family, who were early 
settlers in the region. In the 1920s, it was purchased by a man named Conley T. Snidow, who turned 
it into an amusement park, which became a popular attraction for coal mining families in the area. 

What Snidow didn't know is that his park had been built on a Native American burial ground. It was 
also the site of the massacre of the Clay family children. 

The amusement park drew crowds, and the sound of children's laughter filled the air every summer, 
until a very mysterious death occurred. A mother left her son at the park in the morning and planned 
to return later on to pick him up. However, when she returned, he was nowhere to be found. After a 
search of the grounds, his body was found floating in the swimming pool, drowned. 

The pool was quickly and quietly filled up with sand. No one spoke of the death. But another one 
would soon transpire. 

While on the swing ride, a young girl died when a delivery truck backed up into the contraption. 

Unable to shake its growing reputation, the park eventually closed in 1966. The rides sat, deserted. 
Slowly they were enveloped in vines, and untamed grasses grew wild. Time forgot Lake Shawnee 
Amusement Park. 

Then in 1985, a man named Gaylord White bought the land. He decided to reopen the park and 
return it to its glory days. It only lasted three years though, as it became quite apparent that the 
energy in the area was nothing short of paranormal. 

White reported sightings of the young girl who died on the swing ride. She'd walk the grounds in a 
ruffled pink dress, covered in blood. He also claimed to have heard the sounds of Native American 
chants echoing through the trees. 

The search for the land's secret history ensued. It was eventually discovered that it was the site of a 
large Native American settlement and burial ground that thrived far before European settlers. As 
many as 3,000 Native Americans are thought to have been buried under the park. 

Here, the storyline led back to Mitchell Clay and his family, who arrived in 1775 to set up their farm. 
In 1783, while Clay and some other men when were out hunting, his children were ambushed by 
Native Americans. 

His son Bartley was killed and scalped, and his daughter Tabitha was also killed as she attempted to 
save her brother's life. And, lastly, his son Ezekiel was kidnapped. A search party was sent out for 
the missing boy, but by the time his whereabouts were discovered, it was too late. The Native 
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Americans had taken him deeper in the forest and burned him at the stake. Clay sought revenge on 
the Native Americans who had killed his children, and murdered several of them. 

Such was the blood-stained plot of land upon which Snidow opened his theme park in the early 20s. 
What began as a thriving Native American settlement turned into a place of murder and death, 
haunted by vengeful spirits. 

For now, at least, the ride has ended at Lake Shawnee Amusement Park. 

More from Steven Casale 
[via: NY Daily News; Visit WV] 

This Story Was First Published on The Lineup 


Copyright © 2017 Discovery Communications, LLC. The World's #1 Nonfiction Media Company. 
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Body in concrete-encased container is missing Missouri man’s | FOX2now.com 


Body in concrete-encased container is missing Missouri man’s fox2now.com 


Posted 10:16 am, April 29, 2017, by Associated PressUpdated at 10:15AM, April 29, 2017 

FULTON, Mo. (AP) _ Authorities say a body found in a 
concrete-encased container in central Missouri is that of 
a man who went missing from a home for the mentaly 
disabled. 

Fulton police Detective Dali Hedges said in a news 
release Friday that the body found Monday in Fulton is 
that of 31-year-old Carl DeBrodie. The Boone/Callaway 
County medical examiner’s office made the identification. 

A cause of death has not been determined. 

DeBrodie was reported missing April 17 but Fulton Police Chief Steve Myers has said it’s likely the 
man had not been seen for months before his disappearance was reported. 

He lived in what is called an independent supported living home. Private contractors run the homes, 
which house a handful of clients who all have disabilities. 

38.846708 -91.947959 

Trademark and Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 

Filed in: News 

Online Public File • Terms of Service • Privacy Policy 

• 2250 Ball Drive St. Louis MO 63146 
•Copyright©2017, KTVI 

• A Tribune Broadcasting Station • Powered by WordPress.com VIP 
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Cop Has A Beef With Bolt In His Arby's Sandwich | HuffPost 
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WEIRD NEWS 06/06/2017 07:55 pm ET 

Cop Has A Beef With Bolt In His Arby’s Sandwich 

Investigators blame faulty machinery, but Sgt. Patrick Cosby suspects foul play. 



Red meat is a good source for iron, but this is a little extreme. 

A police sergeant in Birmingham, Alabama, has a beef with fast-food chain Arby’s after he reportedly found a 
bolt in his sandwich last week. 

Sgt. Patrick Cosby said he was eating a roast beef sandwich at his desk on Thursday when he noticed 
something amiss. 

“I took the first bite into the sandwich, I mashed down on something really hard,” Cosby told AL.com. “I pulled 
back and spit it out and looked into the sandwich. There’s a massive bolt laying there. I’m kind of in shock.” 

Cosby’s first thought was that the additional ingredient might be intentional, because the Arby’s drive-in 
attendant recognized him as a law enforcement officer. 

The sergeant took pictures of the adulterated sandwich and sent them to his wife, Angela, who posted one on 
Facebook. 

Cosby then bolted back to the Arby’s to beef about the hardware in his sandwich. 

The manager gave him his money back, and promised to investigate. Cosby said a regional manager told him a 
couple days later that the bolt came from a malfunctioning meat cutter. 

An Arby’s representative insisted that “no one was targeted,” according to WTVM TV. 

“We have a longstanding tradition of supporting our men and women in uniform, and we are currently working 
with the guest to resolve the matter,” Arby’s senior vice president Christopher Fuller said, according to Fox 
News. 

The Jefferson Countv Health Department visited the Arbv’s on Monday. Officials told Cosbv the bolt came from a 

= | Cop Has A Beef With Bolt In His Arby’s Sandwich 260 f * ® 


http://www.hufFingtonpost.com/entry/patrick-cosby-bolt-arbys_us_59372e50e4b0aba888b9a9ae 


1/3 



6/11/2017 


Cop Has A Beef With Bolt In His Arby's Sandwich | HuffPost 


Cosby isn’t biting. 

“I don’t know how you make a sandwich with a bolt that large in it and not be intentional,” Cosby told AL.com. “I 
can’t wrap my head around that.” 
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4/12/2017 Brandy-drinking councillor faces misconduct hearing over claims he made sexual comment about woman dressed as a Christmas Elf - Mirror Online 


Councillor faces misconduct charge over 'sexual comments about 
Christmas Elf 

By Aimi Redfern 11:35, 10 APR 2017 News ID i ITOr. CO. U k 


Brandy-drinking councillor faces misconduct hearing over claims he made sexual comment 
about woman dressed as a Christmas Elf 

Richard Broughan is accused of saying he "had a dirty mind" when he saw a woman dressed 
as a Christmas Elf at a council event 

A councillor accused of drinking brandy on the 
job is to face a misconduct hearing over 
comments he allegedly made about a woman 
dressed as a Christmas Elf. 

Richard Broughan, who represents Abbey 
Hulton and Townsend on Stoke-on-Trent city 
council, was allegedly acting inappropriately 
and joking about drinking on the job at a 
Christmas lights switch on event. 

The councillor is accused of saying he had a 
"dirty mind" when he saw the woman dressed 
as an elf, and saying "I wouldn't mind her 
sitting on my knee", which was overheard by 

He is also accused of drinking on the job, after claims the PCSO asked him why he was drinking 
brandy while on duty. He is accused of saying in response: "I'm always at work and I'm always 
drinking." 

The City Independents councillor has been accused of misconduct but has denied the allegations. 
He put the reported smell of alcohol down to either his after-shave or a brandy-flavoured e-cigarette. 

A report drawn up for the standards 
committee has concluded he breached the 
council's code of conduct, although the 
panel will make the final ruling. 

The investigation into Mr Broughan's 
conduct stems from a complaint by 
Sergeant Wayne Flowers, of Staffordshire 
Police , regarding alleged events at the 
Abbey Hulton Christmas lights switch-on 
in November 2015. 

In the complaint Sergeant Flowers reports 
how a female PCSO was approached by members of the public complaining about the councillor's 
behaviour. 




Richard Broughan (Photo: Stoke Sentinel WS) The Civic Centre in 


Stoke (Photo: Google Street View) 

a female PCSO, Stoke Sentinel reports. 
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Sgt Flowers said: “Councillor Broughan stated that he was going to buy a bottle of brandy from the 
local shop and add it to his coffee to warm him up. 

He was questioned as to whether he should be drinking while doing councillor duties and he replied, 
'I'm always at work and I'm always drinking'." 

Sgt Flowers reported that Mr Broughan had then bought a small bottle of brandy and allegedly 
added it to his coffee. 

He went on: “During the evening, councillor Broughan continued to act in a strange manner, making 
inappropriate jokes. Members of the public approached the PCSO, informing her the councillor had 
been heard to swear. 

The PCSO also heard councillor Broughan make an inappropriate sexual comment about a female 
who was dressed as an elf and helping out in Santa's grotto." 

The PCSO reported Mr Broughan said of the woman, "I wouldn't mind her sitting on my knee", and 
said he "had a dirty mind". 

Mike Bridgewater, chairman of the Abbey Hulton Partnership, has also given evidence as part of the 
inquiry. 

In a statement, he said: “I asked him what he was drinking and smelt it. It was dark in colour and 
smelt of brandy. I had noticed he had smelt of alcohol all night. 

“I told him the area we were in was an alcohol restriction zone and that he shouldn't be drinking at a 
public event." 

Mr Bridgewater added: “The night in question was a family event, with children present and, as 
councillor, his behaviour was totally unacceptable." 

In March last year Mr Broughan was forced to apologise to a member of the public after branding 
him 'intellectually challenged' on social media. He was also suspended from Ukip, and later 
resigned from the party, after he made an offensive joke about the death of migrants on Twitter in 
2015. 

Mr Broughan was interviewed as part of the investigation, which was carried out by the council's 
deputy monitoring officer Carmaine Whitehouse, and refuted the claims against him. 

He told the officer he had bought the bottle of brandy to drink at home and didn't drink before or 
during the Christmas event. 

In his statement, he said: “I disagree with what the PCSOs said about me smelling of alcohol. The 
only thing I can think they may have been able to smell on me was my deodorant, after-shave or my 
vapour cigarette, which I use brandy-flavoured liquid in. 

“I did not make the comment in relation to the female helper dressed as an elf. I may have said I 
wouldn't mind a helper, but I would not have said that in front of anyone. 

In her report, Ms Whitehouse concludes Mr Broughan did make inappropriate comments about 
women at Christmas lights switch-on, and did drink alcohol within the restricted zone. 
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A panel of the council's standards committee will decide whether Mr Broughan has breached the 
code of conduct and, if so, what action to take. 

Speaking after the report was concluded, Mr Brougan said: "The amount of time that passed 
between the alleged incident and my being informed meant there was no physical CCTV evidence. I 
cannot justify paying these civil servants the salary they get if it takes them six months to come to a 
position where they are going to lodge a formal procedure against someone. 

"I am looking forward to what the standards committee decide is the best course of action for the 
residents of Stoke-on-Trent. And I believe that, one way or the other, the constitution and code of 
conduct are about to come under very heavy scrutiny." 
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Britain's most tattooed man's body rejects knuckle-duster implant | Metro News 


Britain's most tattooed man's body rejects knuckle-duster implant metro.co.uk 



2 Jun 2017 9:23 am 

He has over 300 tattoos (Picture: London News 
Pictures/REX/Shutterstock) 

Britain’s most tattooed man may have to have his arm 
amputated, because his body is rejecting a ‘knuckle-duster’ 
implant. 

‘King of Ink Land King Body Art The Extreme Ink-lte’, formerly 
known as Matthew Whelan, has spent over £40,000 on body 
modifications and is adorned with more than 300 tattoos. 

He has a split tongue, ‘teeth marks’ carved into his ears and 
dyed black eyes. 


Britain's most tattooed man's body rejects 

knuckle-duster implant The 37-year-old from Birmingham even had his nipples 

removed to make room for more body art. 


But now his body is rejecting a knuckle-duster implant which he got to ‘reflect his days as a fighter’, 
according to the Daily Mail. 


(Picture: King of Ink Land King Body Art The Extreme Ink-lte, 



Britain's most tattooed man's body rejects knuckle-duster implant 

Tang/REX/Shutterstock)</p> <p> 


He said: ‘Eight years ago today I was fighting for my life after a stabbing and was hospitalised. 


‘What is strange now is I’m on the same ward just next to it fighting to keep my arm. 

‘I had the knuckle duster put in my arm in 2015 reflecting my days as a fighter. I have another a 
crown implant in my hand and my skull in my chest.’ 


He added: ‘Unfortunately the skin has split. It is a foreign object something that the body isn’t used 
to having and has started to reject. 
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‘It needs to be removed immediately or it could be very serious and I could lose my arm.’ 

He needs surgery to save his arm (Picture: 
London News Pictures/REX/Shutterstock) 

In 2009, King of Ink was stabbed near a 
Birmingham police station in what he described 
as a ‘hate crime’. 

The Liberal Democrat activist, who got his first 
tattoo when he was 16, has also claimed his 
unique looks have made it difficult for him to find 
work. 

He has previously campaigned for people with 
body modifications to be offered equal 

The Bordesley Green resident changed his name in 2008, which led to several difficulties when he 
applied to renew his passport. 



Britain's most tattooed man's body rejects knuckle-duster implant 


opportunities. 



Britain's most tattooed man's body rejects knuckle-duster implant 


In 2009 he was stabbed near a police station 
(Picture: REUTERS/Neil Hall) 
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Brother of man who dismembered boy found dead in closet in Brooklyn | US news | The Guardian 


Brother of man who dismembered boy found dead in closet in 
Brooklyn 

Associated Press in Brooklyn 

Saturday 3 June 2017 theguardian.com 


Detectives found body of Tzvi Aron, the brother of a man who kidnapped and killed eight-year-old, in 
the same home where the boy’s remains were found 

Detectives found body of Tzvi Aron, the brother of a man 
who kidnapped and killed eight-year-old, in the same 
home where the boy’s remains were found 

The brother of a man who kidnapped, killed and 
dismembered a lost eight-year-old boy has been found 
dead, his body bound, wrapped in a blanket and stuffed 
in a basement closet in the same Brooklyn home where 
detectives uncovered the remains of the boy nearly five 
years ago. 

Detectives found Tzvi Aron’s body after police were called there by family members, a law 
enforcement official said. 

Aron, 29, a bakery worker, was last seen on Tuesday. The death is being investigated as a homicide 
- Aron had been recently threatened but it wasn’t clear why, the official said. The medical examiner 
will determine a cause of death. The official was not authorized to speak publicly about an ongoing 
investigation and spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Tzvi’s brother, Levi Aron, pleaded guilty in the kidnapping and killing of eight-year-old Leiby Kletzky 
in July 2011. Leiby got lost on his walk home from a religious day camp. It was the first time he was 
allowed to walk alone, and he was supposed to travel about seven blocks to meet his mother, but 
missed his turn. He ran into Levi Aron on the street, who promised to take him home. 

Instead, Aron brought the boy about 40 miles upstate to Monsey, New York, where he attended a 
wedding before bringing the boy back to his home. He kept him there overnight and the following 
day as he went to work at a hardware store. 

A massive search for the boy was held in the Borough Park neighborhood of Brooklyn, home to one 
of the world’s largest communities of Orthodox Jews outside Israel. Thousands of volunteers from 
the Hasidic community assembled to comb the streets. Aron is Orthodox but not Hasidic. The 
Hasidim are ultra-Orthodox Jews. 

When Aron noticed flyers plastered on lampposts with the boy’s photo, he got spooked, went home 
and suffocated the boy, police said. A toxicology report found Leiby had also been drugged. 

Detectives found the boy’s severed feet, wrapped in plastic, in a freezer at Aron’s home, about two 
miles from the boy’s home. A cutting board and three bloody carving knives were found in the 
refrigerator. The rest of the boy’s body was discovered in bags inside a red suitcase in a trash bin 
about a mile from the home. His legs had been cut from his torso. 

Levi Aron pleaded guilty to kidnapping and killing the boy, and is serving 40 years to life in prison. 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/03/tzvi-aron-levi-aron-leiby-kletzky-dead-brooklyn?utm_source=fark&utnn_nnedium=website&utnn_content=link... 1/2 
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In the years since, his family remained at the home in Brooklyn, which is divided into apartments. 
Tzvi lived in the basement apartment; Levi had lived on the top floor. Another brother lives there. 
The family’s mother died from cancer and a sister, Sarah, died while institutionalized with 
schizophrenia before Levi Aron was arrested, according to Levi Aron’s psychiatric report obtained 
by the AP. 

Over the years the family has received dozens of death threats. On Friday, police once again 
cordoned off the cream-colored home, in Brooklyn’s Kensington neighborhood, as a crime scene. 

“It was spooky,” neighbor Kathleen Henderson told the Daily News. “Everyone keeps an eye an on 
that house for obvious reasons. No one trusted them after that incident with the little boy.” 

© 2017 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved. 
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Buffalo beauty contest held in Pakistan - BBC News 


Buffalo beauty contest held in Pakistan - BBC News 


bbc.com 



Farmers and breeders gathered in 
Mingora, the capital of Pakistan's 
northern Swat district, for the three- 
day event to promote the breed, the 
Dawn newspaper reports. The event 
was funded by USAID, the 
American government's civilian 


Around 200 animals have taken part 
in a competition to find Pakistan's 
most beautiful Azikheli buffalo. 


Image copyrightWikimedia/Jugni 
Image caption 


The light-skinned Azikheli buffalo are especially suited to cold mountainous areas 


foreign aid agency, which stumped up the first prize of 75,000 rupees ($715; £558). 

The money was won by Laiq Badar, who is justifiably happy with his herd. "I have 10 buffaloes of 
the same breed which are the source of our livelihood. Today, I am proud that my buffalo won the 
first prize," he told Dawn. 

Speaking to the official Associated Press of Pakistan news agency, Livestock Ministry official 
Muhibullah Khan said that the Azikheli breed faced extinction, and that the objective behind this 
event was to "create awareness among people about the importance of breeding this beautiful 
animal". It's the first time that a buffalo beauty competition has been held in Pakistan. 

The Azikheli buffalo is only found in Swat, and it's said to be the only breed adapted to the region's 
cold weather, meaning that owners don't have to sell or slaughter them when winter approaches. 
According to Dawn, experts at the Mingora beauty competition said that the breed was not only 
beautiful "but it also produced more milk and better meat". 

Next story: Exploding snowman forecasts hot summer for Switzerland 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 
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Burger King’s new ad forces Google Home to advertise the Whopper 

by Jacob Kastrenakes Apr 12, 2017, 12:00pm EDT theverge.COITI 

Burger King is unveiling a horrible, genius, infuriating, hilarious, and maybe very poorly thought-out 
ad today that’s designed to intentionally set off Google Homes and Android phones. 

The 15-second ad features someone in a Burger King uniform leaning into the camera before 
saying, “OK Google, what is the Whopper burger?” 

For anyone with a Google Home near their TV, that strangely phrased request will prompt the 
speaker to begin reading the Wikipedia entry for the Whopper. It’s a clever way of getting viewers’ 
attention, but it’s also a really quick way of getting on viewers’ nerves —just look at the reactions 
people had when ads accidentally triggered voice assistants in the past. 

"Burger King’s ad relies on Wikipedia, which is maybe not a good idea" 

While Burger King is far from the first to recognize that it’s possible to mess with someone else’s 
smart speaker, it’s certainly the first to put it into a widely run ad campaign. The spot is supposed to 
begin running in prime-time slots across the US today on networks including History, Spike, Comedy 
Central, MTV, E!, and Bravo, and it will air during Adult Swim, The Tonight Show, and Jimmy 
Kimmel Live. 

Google wasn’t involved in the ad’s creation. That means this isn’t an expansion of Google’s ad tests 
(people weren’t happy when Google built a Beauty and the Beast ad into the speaker), but it also 
leads to some real issues for Burger King. For one, it has to use weird phrasing — “What is the 
Whopper burger?” — because that’s the query that actually gets the result it wants. Asking “What is 
a Whopper?” gets you the definition of the word “whopper.” 

And then there’s the bigger problem: Google gets its explanation of the Whopper from Wikipedia. 

And as we all know, anyone’s free to edit Wikipedia. 

It actually looks like Burger King went and edited the Whopper entry ahead of this ad being run. For 
almost a decade, Wikipedia’s page for the Whopper began with more or less the same sentence: 

“The Whopper sandwich is the signature hamburger product sold by the international fast-food 
restaurant chain Burger King and its Australian franchise Hungry Jack's.” 

"Burger King’s marketing chief seems to have edited Wikipedia to improve the ad" 

But last week, that first line — the only line that Google Home reads — was changed to: “The 
Whopper is a burger, consisting of a flame-grilled patty made with 100 percent beef with no 
preservatives or fillers, topped with sliced tomatoes, onions, lettuce, pickles, ketchup, and 
mayonnaise, served on a sesame-seed bun.” That certainly sounds like ad copy. 

And all evidence suggests Burger King is behind the edit. The line was first added by someone with 
the username “Fermachado123,” which appears to be the username of Burger King’s marketing 
chief, Fernando Machado. He uses the same name on Instagram and an almost identical name on 
Twitter. 

A press representative for the company stopped responding when asked about the edit. Wikipedia 
specifically asks that editors “avoid shameless self-promotion” while making changes, and this very 
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much seems to break the rule. 

Relying on Wikipedia also opens up one other problem: anyone can edit it. The Verge modified the 
Whopper entry briefly, and Google Home began speaking the updated text only minutes later. 

"Smart speakers keep getting triggered by accident" 

With this ad airing nationally, Burger King is opening the door for an editing war — and it risks 
having a malicious editor make the Google Home say something inappropriate when explaining the 
Whopper. 

Those risks will certainly make for an interesting, if frustrating, ad campaign. 

Burger King is taking advantage of something here that’s been happening for months: commercials, 
news anchors, and other voices on TV keep triggering the Google Home, and Amazon’s Alexa, by 
accident. (“OK Google” could trigger some Android phones, too, though Android has an option to 
only respond to a specific voice.) In one instance, a news report led to Alexas ordering dollhouses. 

The whole thing seems avoidable, but so far, Google and Amazon haven’t added voice-recognition 
to their smart speakers. Until that changes, these accidents are going to keep happening — and 
other advertisers willing to risk annoying you may see an opportunity. 

Update April 12th, 3:35PM ET: Google appears to have intervened and stopped the Home from 
responding to Burger King’s commercial. The Whopper’s Wikipedia page has also been reverted to 
its pre-ad state, and the page has been locked amid an editing war. 


This Article has a component height of 
22. The sidebar size is long. 

There are 45 comments, 
veesonic 

Awesome trolling from Burger King, I 
approve. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:06 PM 
MysteryMii215 

Said no one ever 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:40 PM 
thomasbdl 

I believe he just did. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 4:17 PM 
nightrydr21 

Mother fn genius. Great ad that exploits two weaknesses. Let talk about the "Ok google" weakness. 
First, Talk about getting free prime time advertising for your platform. Mindshare will be off the 



http://www.theverge.com/2017/4/12/15259400/burger- ki ng-googl e- hom e-ad-wi ki pedia?utm_source=fark&utm_m edi um=website&utm_content= I i nk&IC ID=ref_fa... 2/8 


4/12/2017 


Burger King’s new ad forces Google Home to advertise the Whopper - The Verge 


charts. Could propel home past Alexa in mindshare. Second, more people will exploit this. Meaning 
Google and others will be forced to advance their voice recognition programs on their devices. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:18 PM 
Rohan D 

I’ve never had any false triggers from people saying "ok goggle" on my phone/tablet (don’t have 
Google Home). I always thought it’s only triggered by by the correct voice model? 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:20 PM 
Ilamas612 

Unlike voice services on Android, Google Home doesn’t listen for a specific voice. I’ve had the same 
experience, where other people were unable to trigger my phone, but I’ve been perfectly able to 
trigger my friend’s Google Home. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:34 PM 
Tuff 

I’ve never used Google Home, but both Siri and Alexa are fairly easy to trigger by a different voice in 
my experience. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:08 PM 
Quinton Aj Stevens 

I can’t even get Siri to recognise my own voice... 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:13 PM 
MysteryMii215 

You can set Siri to only listen to your own voice. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:28 PM 
Hezekiah 

Yeah didn’t trigger mine. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:25 PM 
Minn342 

Doesn’t Wikipedia give the editors the power to put a temporary hold on a Wikipedia page? That’d 
be perfect for this temporary ad campaign. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:21 PM 
SageWaterDragon 

I would hope that Burger King, a corporation, doesn’t have power over Wikipedia, an organization. If 
Wikipedia, a freely editable platform (unless it’s on topics that the admins are passionate about), 
was the website of choice to use for an ad then they should deal with the consequences of that. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:08 PM 
br14n 
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Looks like they’ve locked it down to established users only. https://en.wikipedia.Org/w/index.php? 
title=Whopper&action=edit 

They’ve also changed the first sentence. "The Whopper is the signature hamburger product sold by 
the international fast-food restaurant chain Burger King and its Australian franchise Hungry Jack’s." 

This was a poorly executed plan. Expensive too. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:40 PM 
Bryan Jensen 

Not really poorly executed. It got my attention (thru this story). I don’t know what else could have. 
Won’t profit BK since I’m not in need of a fast food burger. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 7:04 PM 
aliasunknown 

Does anybody else notice that the Whopper in that guy’s hand is abnormally large? Fast food 
burgers NEVER come that big... 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:44 PM 
TheEveryman 

He’s got Trump hands. Burger King thought of everything with this ad! 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:52 PM 
guaip 

Now someone should make a commercial saying: "Ok google send my wife a text saying ‘I want the 
divorce’ (pause for a few seconds) yes " - or something like that (I’m not an heavy user of the tool). 
Then watch the world burn... 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:50 PM 
guaip 

Wow, I just realized how dangerous the possibilities are! 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:52 PM 
wpostw 

Okay Google, send North Korea a text saying, "We’re sending an armada." 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:55 PM 
Minn342 

That might be asking for a lawsuit; the lawsuit wouldn’t be too shocking when compared to other 
lawsuits that have been successful. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 7:27 PM 
MicahE 
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If you’re going to do this, at least build up the page authority to have your own website be the 
answer from Google instead of relying on something as changeable as Wikipedia. Geez. Some kid 
is going to be watching TV and hear some urban-dictionary-like definition of this hamburger. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 12:53 PM 
MysteryMii215 

Dude, that would only happen if Google was involved (which from the looks of it, they were not, 
which sets up a great lawsuit case). 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:41 PM 
MedievalBudha 

Not working watching on the cellphone. I guess this only work 0.1% of times, when someone is 
going to have a cellphone on while listen the ad in a computer with the speakers loud enough. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:18 PM 
kriegerkleanse 

Google should troll back by changing the results of that query into another ad for Beauty and the 
Beast 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:42 PM 
mymanfly 

Or even better, a Big Mac. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:45 PM 
MysteryMii215 

Or, "We were not involved in the making of that ad, and we discourage companies from doing ads 
like that in the future. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:30 PM 
mikeheel 

My Pixel doesn’t respond to the ad. When I then ask it the same question, it pulls up a Google 
search response showing the ad. I’m guessing Google may have changed the algorithm in response 
to BK’s ad. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:42 PM 
indicibil 

It doesn’t respond because it is trained to your voice and won’t respond to an "ok google" command 
from someone else. On Google Home there is no multiple user support for the moment, so anyone 
can interact with it. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:28 PM 
KnownHuman 

This is why I ad block. This right here. Brands should only speak when spoken to. 
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Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 1:50 PM 
indicibil 

So, just tested, sent the video to the living room Chromecast and waited to trigger the Google 
Assistant on the phone. Nope, but strangely enough, the google home which is in the bedroom 
upstairs, quite a distance from the living room, triggered itself. Couldn’t believe it, so just said with 
normal speaking voice: hey google, play music on "Everywhere" (the group of chromecasts audio). 
Still triggered itself. Apparently the mic on the google home is creepily good in detecting speech 
from far far away. 

The Google Assistant on the phone didn’t respond because it is trained only on my voice, so the 
upcoming google home multi-account support should fix also the trolling of different advertisers. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:00 PM 
fueledbygin 

It’s hard to take anything The Verge writes concerning intentionally setting off voice assistants 
seriously when the last time they wrote about this regarding the Amazon echo, it was "fake news" 
and proof no one there had actually tried what they had just written about (made more hilarious 
because all the election angst had The Verge constantly writing about conservatives and fake news 
at the time). 

Which brings me back to a general question of how often journalists actually check to see if press 
releases are actually true, or is it really just a race to see if you can beat the average time to repost 
said releases? I’m genuinely curious as to the editorial process, or if editing is just done on original 
work, and press releases are just taken as fact and editing limited to ensuring the right photos are 
used? 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:04 PM 
Tonyxl2 

The ad is successful regardless of the wikipedia content—because we are all talking about it! 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:15 PM 
Grouchy Ivan 

Except no amount of talking will make me want to eat a Whopper. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:16 PM 
boss.king 

Does this actually work for anyone? Because it doesn’t for me. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:26 PM 
wolfius 

For me, the Google Home lights up with the "Ok google" command from the ad, but doesn’t get the 
rest of the query and just turns off. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 2:54 PM 
rise 
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Couldn’t this be construed as hacking? Running commands on someone’s computer system without 
permission, even if it is unsecured or poorly secured, is clearly illegal. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:10 PM 
Mystery MM215 

I’m expecting a lawsuit from Google to happen soon. For Google, because the ad made it look like 
Google was involved, they can claim that Burger King didn’t mention that Google was in no way 
involved with the ad, which is what you do. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:28 PM 
graham j 

Hopefully Google and Amazon will start limiting voice command of their devices to authorized 
voices, like Apple does. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:46 PM 
TheEveryman 

Hopefully Apple, if it does release a standalone assistant, will not limit voice command to authorized 
voices. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 4:36 PM 
graham j 

Dude in the picture went a little overboard on the left eyebrow shaving 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 3:48 PM 
StrawberryMan 

Alexa order a 55 gallon drum of lube. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 5:27 PM 
cfbcfb 

Yep, just reading about it gets on my nerves. Enough to scratch burger king off of my fast food list. 

I wonder how long you have to go to school to become a marketing idiot that thinks that crap like 
this is a good idea? 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 6:37 PM 
slider41 

This article and others have talked about Alexa being triggered, but mine has never been triggered 
by a commercial. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 6:59 PM 
raythepa 

And for those keeping score at home....Burger King 1, pepsi zero 
Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 7:52 PM 
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WisdomAddict 

I think companies that do this should be taken off Google search as much as possible for a week. 
This would be a fair punishment in my opinion. 

I mean it’s likely a gross violation of Google’s near monopoly power, but I would be ok with it in 
those circumstances. 

Posted on Apr 12, 2017 | 10:53 PM 
Something to say? 
or 
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Calf born with 'human facial features' praised as Hindu god metro.co.uk 


Fiona Parker for Metro.co.ukFriday 2 Jun 2017 3:25 pm 



Calf born with 'human facial features' praised as Hindu god 


Thousands have visited 
the calf’s body (Picture: 
Cover Asia Press) 

Thousands of Hindus 
have visited a calf born 
with human-like 
features, believing it to 
be an avatar of a God. 

The deformed calf was 
born with eyes, nose 
and ears that resemble 
that of a human. 


Unfortunately, the animal died within an hour of its birth yesterday, at an animal shelter 
in Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, northern India. 

However, the news of the cow quickly spread and it wasn’t long before locals from neighbouring 
villages gathered to seek the calf’s blessing, believing it to be an avatar of Lord Vishnu. 

Those who have visited the cow, which has been kept inside a glass box since its death, believe it is 
the ‘Gokaran’, 24 incarnations of Lord Vishnu. 

Cow born in India with human-like head worshipped by locals 

Mahesh Kathuria, 50, a local 
businessman who came to see the 
calf, said: ‘God has taken birth from 
the body of a local cow. We came 
here to seek his blessings. 
Religiously, it is an avatar of Vishnu. 

‘We believe it’s a similar character 
mentioned in Bhagavata Puran, a 
Hindu religious text.’ 

The calf has been placed in a glass 
box (Picture: Cover Asia Press) 

The animal had a human-like head (Picture: Cover Asia Press) 

A video shows visitors bowing to the body of the calf and laying garlands of flowers. 

Plans are now being put in place to build a temple for the animal. 

Raja Bhaiya Mishra, 55, the manager of the cow shelter, said the cow’s mother was rescued from a 
butcher and bought to the shelter six months before she fell pregnant. 
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Calf born with 'human facial features' praised as Hindu god 



The manager said: ‘It’s a miracle that the calf 
was born in this shelter. Thousands of people 
have been here to see it. We will be 
cremating him in three days and a temple will 
be built for him. 

This avatar has most definitely created a 
devotion feeling amongst the people.’ 

Many have laid flower garlands by the animal 
(Picture: Cover Asia Press) 

However animal health exerts are taking a 
different view on the calf’s abnormal features 
and say that they could be down to an 
undeveloped gene. 

Dr Ajay Deshmukh, senior veterinary doctor, 
at Wildlife SOS, in India, said: This is a case 
of an anatomical anomaly. If a gene didn’t 
develop properly or there was a fault, it 
causes multiple structural deformities, and 
such anomalies happen. 

‘It has got only scientific reasons and 
explanations, there’s no superstitions here.’ 


Calf born with 'human facial features' praised as Hindu god 



Calf born with 'human facial features' praised as Hindu god 
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California woman finds birthmark is her unborn twin sister | Daily Mail Online 


Model with two skin tones describes being fused with her twin 
sister 

ii:0i edt, 5 June 2017 \ dailymail.co.uk 


I am two twins in one: Model has two skin tones after becoming FUSED in womb with unborn 
fraternal twin sister 

• Model and singer Taylor Muhl was born with a rare condition called Chimerism 

• The 33-year-old fused with her unborn fraternal twin sister while in the womb 

• She has two immune systems, two blood streams and her sister's DNA 

• Most noticeably, her torso is divided by a different color because it's her sister's 

• She was diagnosed with the condition after watching a TV documentary in 2009 

By Cheyenne Roundtree For Dailymail.com 

Taylor Muhl always suspected she had a twin but she never thought the birthmark on her stomach 
was actually her sister fused to her body. 

The California singer, 33, absorbed her fraternal twin while in the womb. 

But it wasn't until 2009 that she was diagnosed with a rare condition called Chimerism. 

Everything on Muhl's left side of her body is slightly larger and she has two immune immune 
systems and two blood streams. 

Most noticeably, Muhl's torso is divided straight down the middle with her skin color on one side and 
her twin's pigmentation on the other. The large marking makes Muhl's case even more rare because 
most Chimeras only display the symptoms internally or have very tiny marks. 

Muhl wasn't aware her 'birthmark' was a tell-tale sign of the rare condition until she watched a TV 
documentary on Chimerism. 

Until now, Muhl has kept her condition a secret but she wants to embrace what makes her unique 
and encourage others to do the same. 

Scroll down for video 

Model and singer Taylor Muhl was born with a rare condition called 
Chimerism. The California native's torso is divided straight down the 
middle with her skin color on one side and her twin's pigmentation 
on the other (pictured) 

Muhl, 33, absorbed her twin while in the womb and shares her DNA 
with her sister. She has two blood streams and two immune 
systems. Pictured: Muhl's mother while she was pregnant with her 
(left) and Muhl as a baby (right) 

WHAT IS CHIMERISM? 

Chimerism is an extremely rare genetic medical condition. 
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It is when an individual is composed of two or more 
genetically distinct cell lines originating from different 
zygotes. 

They may have only a few cells of the zygote or 
more, as in Muhl's case. 

Most people diagnosed with the condition only learn 
when they have their blood tested. 

It is estimated there are only 100 known cases of the 
condition. 

In some cases, women have failed maternity tests for 

their children as a result of chimeric genes. 

These women had different blood DNA from their children because the DNA of the children 
belonged to the twin. 

In the case of Karen Keegan in 2002, it was discovered her ovaries held different genes to her blood 
cells. 

The true genetic mother of her two sons was a twin whom she absorbed in the womb. 

Muhl, a model and singer, said she was obsessed with twins when she was growing up. 

Speaking to the Daily Mail Online, Muhl said: 'When I was around six years old, I would always ask 
my mom if I had a twin. She was so confused by it. 

'I even wanted to play twins with my girlfriends all the time, having us dress the same way.' 

At the time, Muhl had no idea that she shared DNA with her unborn twin, but she always knew 
something was different about her. 

Besides having her torso split down the middle with a different color, Muhl has always been plagued 
with sickness. 

She constantly has colds, splitting migraines and terrible menstruation cycles. 

One day Muhl happened to be flipping through the channels when she landed on a documentary 
on Chimerism in 2009. 

'I fell out of my chair,' Muhl said. 'There was a baby who had the same line as I did.' 

Chimerism is an extremely rare medical condition and is when an individual is composed of two or 
more genetically distinct cell lines originating from different zygotes. 

Muhl wasn't officially diagnosed with the condition until visiting a throat doctor a week later, who had 
happened to work on Ripley's Believe It or Not! medical cases. 

The entertainer told him what she had seen on the show and he revealed he had heard of the rare 
condition but he never actually met anyone with Chimerism. 
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The 33-year-old wasn't aware that her 'birthmark' was a tell-tale sign 
of the rare condition until she watched a TV documentary on 
Chimerism in 2009 



£■ Taylor Muhl Inslagram 


©Taylor Mu hi; Instagram 


Besides 
having her 
torso split 
down the 
middle with 
a different 
color, Muhl 
has always 
been 
plagued 
with 

sickness, 
such as 


colds, migraines and terrible menstrual cycles 


CHIMERA: INSPIRED BY ANCIENT GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


The genetic mutation known as a chimera is hybrid creature made up of a combination of two 
different animals. 


The chimera was a creature from Greek mythology. 

It was a fire-breathing creature, consisting of the front of a lion, the back of a goat, and a snake tail. 
Though female, it had the mane of a male lion. 

It was referenced in Homer's famous llliad work. 


Muhl learned she is allergic to certain metals on one side of her body but not on the other because 
of the different immune systems. 

She gets hit twice as hard during flu season because both of her immune systems are weakened 
while they are fighting the other's cells. 

Since her diagnosis, Muhl has been trying to come to terms with her condition and understand it. 

She said: 'I don't want to be a human Guinea pig or viewed as a circus freak. 

'I had always kept my stomach a secret, covering it up or having photographers Photoshop it out. 

'But now I want to embrace the way I look. I want to inspire people to feel beautiful and confident 
with their difference.' 


Because Chimerism is so rare, many people with the condition only learn they have it when they 
have a DNA blood test. 
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Knowing the true number of Chimeras in the world is complicated as a result of the secondary 
genes being only be present in certain organs and not in others. 

It is estimated there are only 100 known cases of the condition. 



Chimerism is an extremely rare 
medical condition and is when an 
individual is composed of two or 
more genetically distinct cell lines 
originating from different zygotes. 
Pictured: Scientists have been trying 
to figure out how the formation takes 
place and experimented on mice 


Boston woman Karen Keegan discovered in 2002 that 
she wasn't the mother of her children when she was 
tested alongside of them for compatibility when she was in need of a kidney transplant. 


Until now, Muhl has kept her 
condition a secret but she wants to 
embrace what makes her unique 
and encourage others to do the 
same 


Muhl's case is especially unique because she displays 
the symptoms externally, not just internally. 

In some cases, women have failed maternity tests for 
their children as a result of Chimeric genes. 

These women had different blood DNA from their 
children because the DNA of the children belonged to the 
twin. 


It was discovered that her ovaries held different genes to her blood cells, and that the true genetic 
mother of her two sons was a twin whom she absorbed in the womb. 


In 2006, another woman named Lydia Fairchild, of Washington state, discovered that she was not 
the mother of her children when she underwent testing as a requirement for applying for 
government aid following the breakdown of her relationship with the children's father. 

The children were nearly removed from her custody before extensive testing revealed that she was 
a Chimera, and therefore her own twin. 
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The University 

OpOl hens l and When we think of the emperor Caligula, it is John Hurt’s wonderfully 

, tJ s .j R A] , A maniacal performance in the BBC TV series I, Claudius that usually comes 
to mind. Hurt dances in a gold bikini, sports a beard soaked with the blood 
of his progeny, and parades his favourite horse, clad in the toga of a consul, in front of shocked 
onlookers. He is the very model of a mad Roman emperor. 


The story that Caligula made his favourite horse, Incitatus, a consul has long tickled our 
imaginations. The internet is awash with articles and blogs chewing over whether it is really true. 
The horse has even made it into the Oxford Dictionary of Phrase and Fable: its definition for the 
name “Incitatus” reads “the name of Caligula’s horse, made a consul by the emperor”. Perhaps the 
greatest testament to Incitatus’ immortality, however, is the fact that he has his own Wikipedia page. 


While the ancient evidence mentions a plan for making Incitatus consul, the repeated retelling of the 
story over centuries (in particular, as a snide way to suggest that a politician might be out of his or 
her depth) means we often forget that Caligula’s horse never actually sat in the senate at all. 
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The emperor’s favourite ass 

The office of consul was the highest magistracy in the Roman Republic. Under the empire, the 
position still existed, though it was primarily an honorific office, which emperors used to reward loyal 
senators. On the subject of Caligula’s horse, the ancient sources are unambiguous in their 
testimony: he was not made a consul. 

The biographer Suetonius does, however, report that the emperor lavished gifts upon Incitatus, 
equipping him with a marble stall, ivory manger, purple blankets, luxurious furniture, and his own 
slaves. At the climax of this passage, Suetonius writes: 

...it is also reported that he designated [Incitatus] to the consulship. 

Another ancient source, the historian Cassius Dio, gives a slightly different version: 

...and he even promised to designate [Incitatus] consul. And he would most certainly 
have done this, if he had lived longer. 

The story therefore probably owes its origin to an off-hand remark made by Caligula that he would 
make Incitatus a consul (though he never followed through with it). 

Why would Caligula say this? One of the most popular theories is that the emperor was criticising 
the consuls: they were such “asses” that he might as well include his horse in this elite group. 

The name of the horse is particularly relevant here. “Incitatus” means “fast-moving”. The historian 
David Woods has ingeniously suggested that the name was intended to be an insult directed 
towards one particular consul, Asinius Celer, whose name means “swift ass”. A joke by Caligula the 
comedian has been interpreted as historical fact. 

A party fit for a horse 

Caligula was a far cry from his imperial predecessors Augustus and Tiberius. We think of Augustus 
as the “first emperor” but he positioned himself as a leading Republican politician, not a monarch. 
His successor, the dour Tiberius, tried to refuse as many monarchical honours as possible. 

Caligula, on the other hand, was a boisterous young man in his mid-twenties. He was keen to 
experiment with the opportunities his position allowed him, adopting ceremonies and dress that 
were more in keeping with eastern kings. In short, Caligula wanted to be - and be seen to be - a 
monarch. 

The youth of Rome loved their horse-racing. The attention Caligula lavished on Incitatus went above 
and beyond that shown to prize steeds by other young aristocrats. He was the emperor, so bigger 
and better was the name of the game. Caligula did hold parties for his friends in the horse’s grand 
stables, where Incitatus himself was the “host”. But all the bling was really for Caligula and his 
mates, so they could live it up in style - it was not for the horse. 

Caligula’s regal pretensions did not sit well with Roman aristocrats, who wanted their emperors to 
respect them and Republican institutions such as the consulship. We can easily imagine Caligula 
and his drinking buddies lampooning the stuck-up consuls as “asses”, and the emperor declaring 
that Incitatus would soon be joining their ranks! 
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The neighs have it 


www.wikiart.org. Fair Use Licence. 

The story of Caligula and Incitatus proved so irresistible as a paradigm of 
political abuse that it didn’t seem to matter that the horse never donned the 
consular toga. In particular, commentators through the centuries have had 
a great deal of fun in comparing contemporary politicians to the emperor’s 
favourite horse. 

One of the cleverer examples of this is a piece from the London Magazine 
and Monthly Chronologer, printed on 6 February 1742. In a column entitled 
Common Sense, the subject for discussion is “Caligula’s Prime Minister”. 
The Prime Minister of Great Britain at the time was Robert Walpole, who, 
on 28 January 1742, had lost a vote of no confidence in Parliament. The 
author of this satire immediately lays his cards on the table, stating that Caligula was a good and 
able emperor who chose the best candidate for the job of “Prime Minister”: 

What a happiness ... must it have been to have liv’d under the auspicious Reign of the 
Emperor Caligula, who had so great a Regard to Merit wherever he found it, and took 
such a fatherly Care in providing for the Happiness of his People, that he made his 
Horse a Minister of the State. 

Incitatus comes up trumps compared to Walpole, as the horse demonstrates all the qualities of a 
good Prime Minister. The real blow, however, is dealt at the end of the piece: 

Whoever considers these Things with an unprejudiced Judgement, will upon an impartial 
Comparison with another whom I have in my Eye, be obliged to own, that the Horse was 
not only the honestest, but by far the wisest Minister of the two. 

Caligula’s horse also appears in more serious contexts, such as a British response to the American 
Declaration of Independence of 1776, entitled the “Rights of Great Britain Asserted against the 
Claims of America”. The author cites the story of Incitatus’ consulship as one of many examples 
from ancient Rome where the wrong people are given decision-making power: 

The extension of the right of electing Magistrates to the people at large, was the principal 
cause of the fall of freedom in Old Rome. The prejudices and fears of the rabble were 
the steps by which ambitious men ascended to a power, which they converted into 
tyranny over their foolish Constituents...the grandsons of voters who placed Marius, 

Cinna, and Caesar at the head of the State, were employed by Caligula in raising his 
horse to the Consulship. 

Here the story of Incitatus becomes a parable of what happens when a state abandons its founding 
principles at the behest of sycophants. 

But there is a final twist in this horse’s tale. Cassius Dio states that Caligula made a horse - 
assumed to be Incitatus - a priest of the emperor’s cult. This has usually been overlooked, perhaps 
because Dio mentions it in a different section and does not explicitly name Incitatus. 

As a result, we have been accustomed to interpreting this story as one about the abuse of political, 
rather than religious, power. Even though Caligula’s horse never actually got to sit in the ivory chair 
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in the Roman senate (his ivory stable had to suffice), we still like to imagine a time when a politician 
literally was an ass. 

Copyright©2010-2017,The Conversation US, Inc. 
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Woman accuses Sir Camelot, Beauvoir’s camel, of vicious attack 

BY ANITA LEE 

calee@sunherald.com 

A Florida woman claims in a lawsuit that Beauvoir’s camel, Sir Camelot, attacked and injured her. 

Sylvia June Abbott filed the lawsuit this week against the United Sons of Confederate Veterans Inc., identified as the operator of Beauvoir, in Harrison 
County Circuit Court. 

The lawsuit says Abbott visited Beauvoir in October 2015. The Biloxi tourist attraction was the last home of Confederate president Jefferson Davis. 
She alleges Sir Camelot attacked her during the visit. 

The lawsuit says she was injured mentally and physically, necessitating doctors’ visits and possibly future surgeries. 

In the lawsuit, Abbott says Beauvoir knew, or should have known, the camel had “behaved dangerously” in the past. The suit does not specify any 
previous incidents. 

Abbott’s attorney, Charles M. Thomas of New Orleans, said Abbott visited Beauvoir with her husband. They were strolling to the cemetery behind the 
Davis home when Sir Camelot appeared. 

“June was basically just walking across the grounds and this camel charged at her, stampeded her, and ended up biting her,” Thomas said. 

As a result of the attack, he said, Abbott suffered a fractured wrist and vertebrae. 

“It’s kind of ridiculous to think there are aggressive animals walking around on the property where this sort of thing can happen,” he said. 

The Sun Herald left a message for Beauvoir’s current executive director, Tom Payne. A previous director, Greg Stewart, had brought the camel and 
other animals to Beauvoir as a tourist draw. 

The camel arrived at Beauvoir as a baby. Admirers feted him on his first birthday in May 2015 with a cake made of dates and carrots, and the stately 
name was bestowed by a 9-year-old who won the camel-naming contest. 

Beauvoir programs and events coordinator Kitsaa Stevens said at the time: “He’s just an absolute asset when it comes to field trips. Kids love him and 
he loves the kids.” 

By December 2015, the Beauvoir board had decided the camel and other animals needed to go. A motion the board passed 6-2 cited waste issues 
and aggressive behavior from the camel, plus goats that were butting car doors. After visitor numbers dropped, Sir Camelot and other animals 
returned to Beauvoir in June 2016. 
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To hear the lawsuit tell it, Sir Camelot is a real beast. The lawsuit accuses USCV of negligence for, among other things, “owning an animal with a 
propensity toward attacks and failing to confine the animal.” Sir Camelot, the lawsuit says, is “dangerous.” 

Abbott wants to be compensated for medical expenses, mental anguish and other damages. She also is seeking punitive damages and court costs. 

To hear Beauvoir employees tell it, the most dangerous thing about Sir Camelot is his propensity for caffeine. The camel loves Dr. Pepper and coffee 
and, yes, he is not above swiping a drink. 


Anita Lee: 228-896-2331, @calee99 



Macey Bowman gives a kiss to Sir Camelot during his birthday party at Beauvoir on Friday, May 15,2015, months before a lawsuit says he attacked a Florida woman. Tim Isbell - 
ttisbell@sunherald.com File 
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'Looming crisis' as cemeteries across Canada run out of space 
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CTV News Channel: Cemeteries short on space 

Erik Lees of Lees and Associates explains the 
| shortage of space in cemeteries in Vancouver and 
discusses possible solutions. 

Canadians have been running out of space to bury 
their dead for years, but there are few easy solutions to what one landscape architect calls a 
“looming crisis.” 



Erik Lees, a principal at LEES+Associates landscape architecture and cemetery planning firm, said 
the shortage of cemetery space in Canada goes back at least 20 to 25 years. 


In Vancouver, where he is based, it was clear even back in the 1990s that the city was running out 
of burial plots, Lees told CTV News Channel on Wednesday. 

Graves at the Fairview Cemetery in Halifax on Thursday, Nov. 9, 
2000. (Andrew Vaughan / THE CANADIAN PRESS) 

Today, the city’s only graveyard, Mountain View Cemetery, has only 
a few hundred gravesites available. Each costs about $25,000. 

The lack of space has been driving up full-body burial costs across 
the country, but prices vary depending on location. In 
denselypopulated regions such as the Greater Toronto Area, there is now a “looming crisis” as the 
elderly approach the end of their lives, Lees said. 



The problem persists across North America due to poor urban planning, he said. 

“We’re running out of room because, as I characterize cemeteries, they’re the forgotten landscape, 
they’re the forgotten land use,” he said. “We’ve managed to, on the whole, build healthy cities with 
good infrastructure and downtown cores and housing...but we’ve really neglected the importance of 
remembrance and places of grief and mourning.” 

Lees said potential solutions, such as filling in unused roads and ditches to make room for graves, 
“only go so far.” 

“Frankly, if it weren’t for cremation this crisis would be upon us some years ago,” he said. 


The national cremation rate is hovering at about 68 per cent and “increasing somewhat,” Lees 
added, but many Canadians still insist on full-body burials because of their religious or cultural 
beliefs. 


And Lees said it’s important that in a society as diverse as Canada, those beliefs continue to be 
respected when it comes to end-of-life practices. 
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Lees said it may be time to start reconsidering our notion of graves as permanent resting places. In 
some countries, including Germany, gravesites are often “leased” to families. If the deceased’s 
descendants can’t continue to keep paying for a gravesite after a few decades, its contents are 
reburied further into the ground or to another site, and the burial plot is reused. 
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Ever heard of a McKay? How about a Tudhope, a Gray-Dort or a Brooks? Virtually unknown today, 
they were all Canadian cars, and all are represented in the Canadian Automotive Museum. 

Located in downtown Oshawa, Ontario, in a former 1920s car dealership, the museum owns what 
executive director Alexander Gates says is the country’s most significant collection of Canadian 
cars. 

“We look at important Canadian stories,” Gates says. “We’re not just an automotive museum, but a 
Canadian museum.” 

Cars were still “horseless carriages” at the turn of the 20th century, basically high-wheeled buggies 
with engines attached. Some would evolve into more modernized machines, rolling out by the 
hundreds of thousands from large factories. 

But for every Henry Ford or David Buick, there were dozens of inventors making a handful of cars in 
a tiny garage, or whose small companies lasted only a few years. This was happening all across the 
continent, and almost every province and state had at least one auto company at some time. 
Because designing a car from scratch was so difficult and expensive, many Canadian 
manufacturers bought components from American automakers, or in some cases, obtained a 
license to build a version of the American car for Canadian consumers. The museum’s Tudhope, for 
example, was a version of the Indiana-based McIntyre, but built in Orillia, Ontario. 




The business failure rates were high, 
and most early automakers were on 
precarious foundations, but the 
Canadian companies were especially 
vulnerable. If their American suppliers 



1912 McLaughlin Buick Clayton Seams, Driving 

closed, they usually did as well. 


Of the 90 vehicles in the museum’s collection, about two-thirds were built in Canada, and two of 
them are the last of their kind. A Kennedy, made in Preston, Ontario, and initially advertised as “The 
Farmer’s Car” with a price of $840, is the lone survivor of about 75 the company made in 1909 and 
1910. 

And a 1914 Galt, one of two hybrid prototypes built and the only one left, contained a two-cylinder 
gasoline engine that was used to generate power for the car’s electric motor — in effect, a century- 
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old version of the backup system on 
today’s Chevrolet Volt. The Galt is 
currently in Los Angeles on loan to the 
renowned Petersen Museum, part of a 
cooperative program that Gates is 
trying to establish with other museums. 

The museum was founded in 1963, but 
after receiving a major donation of cars 
from the estate of Canadian business 
magnate John “Bud” McDougald in 
1995, it stagnated. Gates, who was 
brought on in 2014, is on a mission to 
turn it into an important attraction. 
There are Canada 150 
sesquicentennial grants and private 
donations — General Motors in 
Oshawa has contributed but is not 
affiliated with the museum — that are 
being used to install air conditioning 
and better lighting, improve the 
displays and spruce up some of the 
more tired vehicles. In conjunction with 
the Oshawa Public Library, Gates is 
also organizing the museum’s massive 
collection of auto-related books, 
magazines, service manuals and 
advertising brochures, with the goal of 
making them more accessible to 
researchers and restorers. 

None of it comes cheap. A 1911 De 
Dion-Bouton, a small French car from 
McDougald’s collection, sits in the 
lobby on a tire that finally deteriorated 
enough to split. It’s intended to show 
visitors how difficult it is to keep a car 
in good condition, even when it isn’t 
being driven. 


Ford Model TClayton Seams, Driving But Gates is also Careful to balance 

appearance with authenticity. A 1909 Ford Model T on display will not have its cracked leather 
upholstery or threadbare top replaced. It may be the oldest Canadian-built Model T in existence, 
produced at Ford’s plant in what is now Windsor, Ontario. “The upholstery is original, and the top 
may be,” Gates says. “We won’t change that. But it’s also very difficult to restore a car like this, 
because it’s very hard to find parts for it.” Fords weren’t built rapidly on a moving assembly line until 
1913, and the Canadian plant only made 458 copies for 1909, versus more than 100,000 in 1926. 
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In addition to its rarer models, like a 
1925 Brooks steam-powered car made 
in Stratford, Ontario, the museum also 
owns several McLaughlin models. The 
company started as a local carriage 
maker but turned to cars in 1908, 
using Buick as its engineering base. 
Ten years later, it became General 
Motors of Canada. 

There are cars built by American- 
based automakers specifically for the 
Canadian market to get around 
government tariffs, such as a 1957 
Dodge Regent and 1949 Meteor. And 
there’s even a 1971 Manic GT, one of 
160 Renault-powered fiberglass sports 
cars built by a short-lived company in 
Quebec. 

The building renovations are moving 
as quickly as possible, but Gates has 
longer-term plans for the museum’s 
focus. Right now he’s asking 
Canadians to send photos and stories 
of their vehicles through the website 
(CanadianAutomotiveMuseum.com) 
for an exhibit launching this year. 

“There aren’t that many really old 
Canadian cars left, and that’s a 
challenge,” Gates says. “But we’re still 
making cars in Canada, and we’re still 
defining what they are. We’re focusing 
on cars that tell the Canadian story, 
and getting people engaged in that.” 
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Cannibalism at sea: Sailors ate the cabin boy 

Sunday 20th April 2014 historyextra.com 


■History When, in 1884, the starving crew of the ill-fated yacht Mignonette sacrificed 
DD „ u . , wwmz'NE a man j n order to survive, the horrific killing became immortalised in legal 

BBC History Magazine logo ’ ^ ^ 

history, relates Carl Thompson. 


This article was first published in the May 2014 issue of BBC History Magazine 



On 19 May 1884 four men set sail from 
Southampton in a small yacht. They were 
professional sailors tasked with taking their 
vessel, the Mignonette, to its new owner in 
Australia. As men reared to the sea, born and 
raised in coastal communities, they were 
under no illusions as to the dangers of an ocean voyage. Yet none of the Mignonette’s crew can 
have anticipated the full horror that lay ahead. And they certainly could not have imagined that their 
voyage, and the ordeal they would endure, would leave a lasting legal and cultural legacy - a legacy 
that extends right down to the present day. 


The sailors of the sunken yacht spent 24 days 
at sea in an open dinghy, as depicted in this 
newspaper illustration derived from a sketch 
by one of the crew. (© British Library) 


The Mignonette’s captain, Tom Dudley, was 31 years old and a proven yachtsman. Of his crew, Ned 
Brooks and mate Edwin Stephens were likewise seasoned sailors. The final crew-member, cabin 
boy Richard Parker, was just 17 years old and making his first voyage on the open sea; however, he 
came from a seafaring family and had sailed extensively on inshore waters. 


On 5 July, sailing from Madeira to Cape Town, the Mignonette was sunk by a giant wave. Its crew 
escaped in the yacht’s dinghy but found themselves in a desperate situation. Adrift in an open boat 
in the South Atlantic, hundreds of miles from land, they had little in the way of provisions. They had 
no water, and for food, only two 1 lb tins of turnips grabbed during the Mignonette’s final moments. 


Over the next 12 days, these turnips were scrupulously rationed out, with Dudley using his penknife 
to divide precisely the tiny portions. This meagre fare was supplemented for a while by the meat of a 
turtle, caught as it swam by the boat. For water, however, the crew could do little more than catch 
rain drops whenever a squall blew up. They therefore resorted to drinking their own urine, although 
this too was a diminishing resource as their bodies became increasingly dehydrated. 


By 17 July all supplies on board the little dinghy had been exhausted. After a further three days, the 
inexperienced Richard Parker could not resist gulping down sea water in an attempt to allay his 
thirst. It is now known that small quantities of sea water can help to sustain life in survival situations, 
but in that period it was widely believed to be fatal. Parker also drank far in excess of modern 
recommendations and he was soon violently unwell, collapsing in the bottom of the boat with 
diarrhoea. 
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Even before Parker fell ill, Tom Dudley had broached the fearful topic of the ‘custom of the sea’, the 
practice of drawing lots to select a sacrificial victim who could be consumed by his crew-mates. 

Over the coming days, as Parker’s condition deteriorated, Dudley raised the idea again. As he 
insisted to Stephens in the early hours of 25 July, when the men had been adrift for almost three 
weeks: “The boy is dying. You have a wife and five children, and I have a wife and three children. 
Human flesh has been eaten before.” 

A grisly decision 

Stephens put off any decision, but at daybreak Parker seemed weaker than ever. Significant looks 
were exchanged between captain and mate. According to their subsequent depositions, however, 
no lots were drawn. Instead, Dudley told Stephens to hold Parker’s legs should he struggle, before 
kneeling and thrusting his penknife into the boy’s jugular. A chronometer case was used to catch the 
oozing blood and this was quickly passed between Parker’s three crew-mates, to moisten their 
parched mouths. Parker’s body was then stripped and butchered. The heart and liver were eaten 
immediately; strips of flesh were cut from his limbs and set aside as future rations. What remained 
of the young man was heaved overboard. 

Dudley, Stephens and Brooks survived on this grisly diet for several days. But when the meat cut 
from the cabin boy began to rot, the crew again faced the grisly prospect of following the custom of 
the sea. This time, however, no sacrifice was required. On 29 July, when the men had been adrift for 
24 days, a ship was sighted on the horizon. The Moctezuma, a German vessel bound for Hamburg, 
spotted the dinghy and came to the aid of its emaciated crew. The Mignonette’s survivors were soon 
being cared for, and a month later they arrived back in England, disembarking at Falmouth. 

At this point the Mignonette’s unlucky crew must have thought that their suffering was over. But for 
Dudley and Stephens a new ordeal was just beginning. From the moment he was rescued, Dudley 
made no attempt to hide or gloss over the sad fate of Richard Parker. He was a forthright, honest 
man and to his mind killing and consuming Parker was a tragic necessity. However repugnant it was 
to take such drastic measures, they were justified, he would always maintain, by well-established 
maritime traditions. 

The authorities in Britain viewed matters differently. Public opinion in Falmouth was mostly 
sympathetic to the crew’s action. However, the local shipping master was required by law to notify 
the Board of Trade of a violent death on a British ship. He duly sent a telegram to London, then 
reluctantly arrested the survivors pending further investigation. 

Dudley and the others were amazed at this turn of events. Little did they know that they were now 
caught up in a legal process less concerned with their specific case than with reaching a general 
ruling on the legitimacy of the custom of the sea. Ten years previously, lots had been drawn and 
another hapless victim cannibalised after the wreck of the Euxine, and at that date the legal 
establishment had sought to prosecute the perpetrators. However, the case had collapsed due to 
procedural problems. A decade on, the Home Office saw a new opportunity to define the law’s 
stance on these tragic episodes. 

The crew of the Mignonette duly appeared before local magistrates. Brooks was exonerated, being 
deemed to have played little active part in either the killing of the boy or the prior discussions about 
his fate. But Dudley and Stephens, to their surprise and horror, were arraigned for murder. 
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Outside the courtroom, public sympathies ran strongly in favour of the Mignonette survivors. 
Parker’s eldest brother, Daniel, also a sailor, twice shook hands with Dudley and Stephens, as if to 
offer the family’s pardon for their actions. 

Yet when the trial began in Exeter in November 1884, it was soon apparent that the outcome was 
largely predetermined. Addressing both the jury and a packed chamber, Judge Baron Huddleston 
opened the trial with a detailed explanation as to why the law could not recognise necessity as 
justification for killing. The defence case was thus invalidated before it had even been delivered. 

Episodes in the Mignonette drama were depicted in the Illustrated Police 
News in 1884. (© British Library) 


Guilty verdict 

Despite this steering by the judge, the jury was reluctant to pronounce 
Dudley and Stephens guilty. Murder was a capital offence, and a guilty 
verdict would automatically condemn the men to execution; only if their 
sentence was commuted would they be saved this fate. At this juncture, 
in another preplanned gambit, Huddleston offered the jury the option of 
returning a ‘special verdict’, an unusual judicial procedure which 
referred the case up to a higher court. 

So it was that Dudley and Stephens were ultimately convicted of murder not by a jury of their peers 
but by a panel of five judges. This verdict required the senior judge, Justice Coleridge, to sentence 
the seamen to death, although it was assumed in the press that a pardon would quickly follow. For 
several agonising days, however, no pardon was forthcoming, as the Home Office hesitated over an 
appropriate response to this unusual case. Two convicted murderers, it was felt, could not walk 
completely free of punishment, whatever the mitigating circumstances. In the end the home 
secretary settled on a sentence of six months’ imprisonment, and the hapless Dudley and Stephens 
were duly despatched to Holloway prison to serve out this term. 

Professor and historian of law Brian Simpson has described the Mignonette trial as “procedurally, a 
complete mess”. Yet it gave a definitive ruling on the custom of the sea, and Regina vs Dudley and 
Stephens remains to this day the case used to introduce students of common law to the 
complexities involved in pleading necessity as a defence for murder. In this way the crew of the 
Mignonette have achieved a degree of immortality - although doubtless it is a fame none of them 
would have wished for. 

Away from law courses and schoolrooms, the greatest victim in the whole sorry episode has also 
achieved another sort of afterlife. Richard Parker lives on, albeit strangely transformed, in Yann 
Martel’s bestselling novel Life of Pi (2001) and director Ang Lee’s later 3D film. But here, in an act of 
poetic justice, Parker’s grisly fate has been reversed. Similarly adrift in an open boat, Martel’s 
Parker is in no danger of being killed and eaten by his companions. Instead, being a full-grown 
Bengal tiger, it is he who now represents the force of nature and of ravenous appetite. 

An unlucky name? 

Seafarers called ‘Richard Parker’ seem to suffer from a curse 
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It seems inadvisable for anyone called Richard Parker to go to sea. As commentators at the time 
noticed, the Mignonette victim shares his name with an ill-fated character in Edgar Allan Poe’s 
masterpiece of maritime horror, the Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym (1837). Poe’s character Parker 
leads a mutiny on board the Grampus. When the ship is wrecked, he finds himself adrift with the 
novel’s eponymous hero and two other characters. Just like the crew of the Mignonette, the 
survivors are racked with hunger and reduced to following the custom of the sea. Unlike real life, 
here it is Richard Parker who proposes that lots be drawn. But in an eerie anticipation of actual 
events, it is then Parker who draws the short straw and ends up being eaten by his companions. 

Forty years before Poe’s novel, another sailor called Richard Parker also met a violent end. One of 
the ringleaders of the naval mutiny at the Nore in 1797, this Parker was subsequently hanged from 
the yardarm of HMS Sandwich. Poe named his mutineer after this historical figure, while author 
Yann Martel’s Richard Parker in Life of Pi (2001) arguably channels all three precursors, to evoke 
both the spectre of cannibalism and the mutinous impulses in the body which drive us to such 
repulsive acts. 

Carl Thompson is reader in English at Nottingham Trent University. He was an adviser on the 
BBC Four series Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken History 

History Extra magazine is owned and published by Immediate Media Company Limited. 

BBC History magazine is published by Immediate Media Company Limited under licence from BBC 
Worldwide, which helps fund new BBC programmes. 

© Immediate Media Company Ltd. 2017 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.historyextra.com/article/prem i um/sai lors-ate-cabi n-boy?utm_source=twitter&utm_nnedi um=twitter 


4/4 



5/7/2017 


Car on fire rolls up to KFC drive-thru window in Denton, Manchester 


Car on fire rolls up to KFC drive-thru window 


sky.com 



Car on fire rolls up to KFC drive-thru 
window in Denton, Manchester 

The burnt-out car could be seen outside 
the blackened order point in pictures of the 
aftermath of the blaze. 


16:46, UK, Monday 10 April 2017 



The car was reportedly already on fire when it rolled up to the window 


lmage:Hot wing mirror? The car was 
already on fire when it rolled up to the 
window 

A KFC restaurant has been forced to 
shut after a burning car rolled up to the 
drive-thru order window and set the 
building alight. 

The burnt-out wreck of a small car could 
be seen next to the blackened order 
point in pictures of the aftermath of the 
fire in Denton, Greater Manchester. 

Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue 
Service said it took three fire engines 
around an hour to tackle the fire after it 


spread to the restaurant. 


"Firefighters used three hose reels, six breathing apparatus, one thermal imaging camera and a thermal 
scanner to deal with the fire and were at the scene for around one hour," they said. 


Firefighters tackle the blaze at the KFC 



Firefighters tackle the blaze at the KFC 


No one is believed to have been hurt in the fire. 

The Manchester Evening News reported that workers at 
the fast food restaurant had pulled the driver from the car. 

"The manager and some of the staff ran out and managed 
to get him out of the car," a witness said. 

"The manager was telling me that he had to throw all his 
stock away because of the smoke damage - two tills were 
also damaged." 

The cause of the fire was not immediately clear but 
Greater Manchester Police do not believe there had been 
fowl play. 
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Last updated 11:37, May 17 2017 

Forget about soft drinks and potato chips - a "vending machine" in Singapore is offering up luxury 
vehicles, including Bentleys, Ferraris and Lamborghinis. 

Used car seller Autobahn Motors opened a futuristic 15-storey showroom in December, with 
vehicles on display in 60 slots, billing it as the "world's largest luxury car vending machine". 

Customers on the ground floor choose from a touchscreen display which car they wish to see. The 
car arrives within one to two minutes thanks to an advanced system that manages vehicle retrieval, 
the company says. 



ABM 


Gary Hong, general manager at 
Autobahn Motors, said the vending 
machine format was aimed at 
making efficient use of space in 
land-scarce Singapore as well as 
standing out from the competition. 
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"We needed to meet our requirement of storing a lot of cars. At the same time, we wanted to be 
creative and innovative," he said. 
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He has been approached by developers interested in using the company's Automotive Inventory 
Management System for parking services, he added. 

Vehicles on offer run from modern luxury sports cars to classics, including a 1955 Morgan Plus 4. 

US company Carvana also uses vending machine-like towers to sell used cars. In March, it opened 
an eight-floor structure that holds up to 30 cars in San Antonio, Texas. 
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Tuesday, June 13 2017 10:45 AM EDT azfamily.COm 


Posted: Jun 12, 2017 7:43 PM PDT Updated: Jun 13, 2017 7:45 AM PDT 
By Mark Harris, Content Producer 





The interior of the home is covered in cat- 
themed pictures, rugs, stuffed animals and 
other cat paraphernalia. It also contains multiple cat habitats and features brightly-painted walls, 
presumably for the cats. 


For all the feline fanatics out there, your new 
home has just come on the market. 

The two-story log sided house sits on about 
20 acres in Concho, Arizona, but it’s the inside 
of the house that should excite cat lovers. 


[SLIDESHOW: Cat lovers house for sale in eastern Arizona] 
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In the listing, the previous owner describes the 
house as a, "Once in a lifetime find extremely 
fun home!" If you’d like the redecorate the 
inside, the owner suggests to "bring your 
sandblaster!" 


The single-family, 2,500 square-foot home, 
which is priced at $240,000 and located at 
669 County Rd. 8235 Stanford in Concho, has 
one bathroom and two bedrooms, along with 
dual pane windows, a vaulted ceiling and sky 
lights. 

Concho is in Apache County and in between 
St. Johns and Show Low. 

Click/tap here to download the free azfamily 
mobile app. 

Copyright 2017 KPHO/KTVK (KPHO 
Broadcasting Corporation). All rights reserved. 

Arizona Animal Welfare League’s Education 
Building 
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• May 30, 2017 



Catfish tosser says he was 'dumb redneck with a bad idea' 


• Gene J. Puskar 

An ice worker removes a fish during the second period 
of Game 1 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals 
between the Pittsburgh Penguins and Nashville 
Predators on Monday, May 29, 2017, at PPG Paints 
Arena in Pittsburgh. Authorities said Jacob Waddell, of 
Nolensville, Tenn., is facing charges after allegedly 
throwing a dead catfish onto the ice during the hockey 
game, including misdemeanor counts of possessing 
instruments of crime and disrupting meetings or 
processions, as well as a summary count of disorderly 
conduct. The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
commented on social media that investigators had 
never seen an "instrument of crime" like that. (AP 
Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — A Tennessee man is calling himself a "dumb redneck with a bad idea” after police filed 
charges against him for throwing a catfish onto the rink in Pittsburgh during the opening of the Stanley Cup 
Final. 


Police say 36-year-old Jacob Waddell threw the dead fish over the glass surrounding the rink on Monday night 
during the Nashville Predators-Pittsburgh Penguins game. 

He was ejected and charged with disorderly conduct, possessing instruments of crime — in this case, the fish — 
and disrupting meetings or processions. 

Waddell, of Nolensville, told Nashville radio station WGFX-FM that he came up with the idea ahead of a trip to 
see relatives in Ohio. 


He said that "like an ignorant redneck, I thought, 'Wouldn't it be awesome to throw a catfish on the ice at this 
game?"' 

Nashville Mayor Megan Barry released a statement asking that "any charges for throwing a catfish on to the ice 
would be quickly dismissed." 

Pittsburgh Mayor William Peduto suggested in a statement that Waddell perform community service as 
punishment — "perhaps cleaning fish at Wholey's," a prominent fish market in the city. 

The Penguins won the game 5-3. Game 2 is Wednesday. 

Hockey has a long tradition of objects being thrown on the ice, usually in affection like when fans toss hats to 
mark hat tricks. There are odd offerings, too, including the time-honored tradition of Detroit Red Wings fans 
throwing octopi during the playoffs. 


Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
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BY Smart Shopping Team 


BY Stacy Conradt 
February 28, 2017 



In many churches, the basement is reserved 
for social activities: quilting circles, play 
groups, donuts and coffee after Sunday 
services. At Center Church on the Green in 
New Haven, Connecticut, it’s reserved for the 
dead. 


In the early 1800s, the town of New Haven 
decided they needed a new meeting house. 
Though the plot of land they chose was 
already occupied by hundreds of tombstones 
dating back to the 1600s, officials were 


undeterred. Taking care not to disturb the final resting places of the deceased pioneers, builders 
created an enclosed chamber around the burial ground, then erected the building right on top. 

Not all of the dead got such VIP treatment, however. The headstones that weren’t directly in the 
footprint of the new church remained outside, but a few years later, the city decided to use that part 
of the cemetery for green space. Though the stones were removed, the people weren’t—it’s 
estimated that thousands of corpses are still resting beneath New Haven Green, the park 
surrounding the church. 

The stones lucky enough to make the cut are still in the basement of Center Church today, which is 
known as the Crypt. Because they haven’t been exposed to the elements for centuries, many of 
them are remarkably well-preserved. Notable residents include Margaret Arnold, the wife of 
infamous traitor Benedict Arnold (he remarried after her death and is buried in London); James 
Pierpont, a founder of Yale University; and some of the family of 19th president Rutherford B. 
Hayes. Although the original dirt of the cemetery was once paved over with cement in 1879, it has 
since been replaced with brick, which allows for better water circulation. (Still, the tombstones have 
suffered from some water-related deterioration, and the church is raising money for their 
preservation.) 

The Crypt is open for tours on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. from April through October. 

As a recurring feature, we share some amazing Amazon deals we’ve turned up. These items were 
the ones that were the most popular with our readers this week, and they’re still available. 

Mental Floss has affiliate relationships with certain retailers (including Amazon) and may receive a 
small percentage of any sale. But we only get commission on items you buy and don’t return, so 
we’re only happy if you’re happy Good luck deal hunting! 

©2016 Mental Floss, Inc. All rights reserved. Mental Floss® is a registered trademark owned by 
Felix Dennis, mentalfloss.com is a trademark owned by Felix Dennis. 
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After Julia Greeley's body is identified, it's expected to be moved to the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Immaculate Conception on Colfax Avenue. 

Noel Brennan, KUSA10:15 PM. MDT May 26, 2017 

KUSA - Visitors to Mount Olivet Cemetery told 
9NEWS Friday they saw officials from the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Denver and the Vatican near the 
grave of proposed saint, Julia Greeley. 

Candice Williams and her daughter, Celeste, told 
9NEWS they were making arrangements for a loved 
one Friday when staff members told them Greeley’s 
body was being exhumed as part of a sainthood 
investigation. 

“They had the excavation site set up and they had 
all of that going,” Celeste said. “The scientific 
equipment was there,” Candice added. 

A check of the May 11th newsletter from the Denver-based Julia Greeley Guild confirmed Greeley’s 
body was expected to be exhumed and identified toward the end of the month. 

“The event will give scientists an opportunity to determine more accurately her age at death and the 
cause thereof,” the newsletter said. 

The newsletter said Roman postulator, Dr. Waldery Hilgerman, was expected to be present for the 
exhumation at Mt. Olivet Cemetery. After she’s identified, Greeley’s body will be taken to the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception on Colfax Avenue in Denver, “where it will be more 
readily accessible to those devoted to her,” the newsletter said. 

A postulator is someone who presents a case for the canonization or beatification of someone in the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Julia Greeley, known as Denver’s “Angel of Charity,” was born into slavery in Hannibal, Missouri 
between 1835 and 1855, according to the Julia Greeley Guild website. 

She was emancipated from slavery and later worked for the family of William Gilpin, the first 
territorial governor of Colorado. 

Greeley spent her time helping poor families in the Denver area. She pulled along a red wagon at 
night and dropped off food and clothing on people’s porches. 

Julia Greeley entered the Catholic Church at Sacred Heart Parish in 1880. She was known to visit 
every fire station in Denver each month to drop off religious literature. 

Greeley died June 7, 1918 at St. Joseph Hospital and was buried at Mt. Olivet Cemetery. 



(Photo: Celeste Williams) 
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In December of 2016, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila petitioned the opening of a cause for Greeley’s 
canonization. 


A spokeswoman for the Catholic Archdiocese of Denver would only confirm “a private event” was 
being held at Mt. Olivet Cemetery Friday. She said a public event was planned for 10 a.m. June 7, 
which is also the 99th anniversary of Julia Greeley’s death. 
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He’s fighting back. 

By Katie Mettler 

April 12 at 4:59 am washingtonpost.com 


With hopes of dispensing the “perfect antidote” to the stock market crash of 1987, Italian-born 
sculptor Arturo Di Modica spent two years welding a 7,000 pound bronze bull statue designed to 
capture the resilience of the American people. 

Under the cover of night and without a permit, he installed his massive “Charging Bull” directly 
before the New York Stock Exchange, a gift New Yorkers loved but New York City initially hated. 
Authorities removed it, but later reinstalled it under pressure at a small public park in the financial 
district. 

In the 18 years since, it has become an institution. 

Then last month, on International Women’s Day, a new statue of a symbolically brave “Fearless 
Girl” stole its spotlight — and, Di Modica says, fundamentally corrupted the artistic integrity of his 
“Charging Bull.” 


As “Fearless Girl” was heralded by many as a 
symbol for female empowerment, Di Modica 
doled out sharp criticism, casting the statue as 
not art, but a publicity stunt by the gender- 
oriented company that commissioned it. 

Fie forcefully advocated against a global 
campaign to make “Fearless Girl” a permanent 
fixture, but fans persevered, persuading New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio to extend the 
statue’s permit through April 2018. 

On behalf of his bull, Di Modica won’t back 

The artist will hold a news conference Wednesday with attorney Norman Siegel, the former director 
of the New York Civil Liberties Union, to explain his plans to challenge the city officials who let 
“Fearless Girl” happen without asking his permission. 

“We’re all for gender equality,” Siegel told The Washington Post Tuesday night. “But the questions 
are because there are other issues.” 

The specific issues, Siegel told The Post, will be saved for the news conference, though he said 
they do not intend to file any lawsuits Wednesday. 

“Fearless Girl” debuted on March 7, near the first anniversary of the Gender Diversity Index SHE, 
which tracks companies that are gender diverse and was created by investment firm State Street 
Global Advisors. 



The “Charging Bull” and “Fearless Girl” statues on Lower 
Broadway in New York. (Mark Lennihan/AP) 

down. 
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State Street commissioned Delaware-based artist Kristen Visbal to cast the four-foot bronze girl, 
who wears pigtails and a windblown dress, and, with hands on her hips, stares daringly at the beast 
before her. 

“We were focusing on making a statement about the future of Wall Street,” Visbal told CNN Money 
last month. “We wanted this wonderful contrast.” 


The project is about “girl power,” she said, a 
message to corporate boards on Wall Street 
with a dearth of women members “that we are 
here, that we are heard, that we are 
permanent.” 

They also drew inspiration from Di Modica’s 
surprise installment, albeit with a permit, and 
dropped her off in the middle of the night. The 
girl quickly became an online sensation, 
earning praise from Chelsea Clinton and 
actress Jessica Chastain and drawing its own 

swarm of women and girls who felt inspired. 

The plaque at the feet of “Fearless Girl” reads: “Know the power of women in leadership. SHE 
makes a difference.” 

This overt reference to State Street’s SHE Index could contribute to Di Modica insistence that 
“Fearless Girl” is nothing more than marketing trickery orchestrated by the firm’s New York 
advertising partner, McCann. 

“That is not a symbol!” the 76-year-old Sicilian immigrant told the New York Post and Market Watch 

He said in an interview from his art studio that his protest was not meant 
to snub the importance of gender equality, but to defend the integrity of 
his bull. 

“I put it there for art,” he told the publications. “My bull is a symbol for 
America. My bull is a symbol of prosperity and for strength.” 

Contrasted with the soft, altruistic characteristics of the bronze girl, 
though, “Charging Bull” now appears menacing and aggressive. 

When “Fearless Girl” first appeared, State Street chief marketing officer 
Stephen Tisdalle told the New York Times that the Boston-based firm has 
been vocal in promoting gender diversity in the financial sector. Its own 
11-member board of directors has three women. 

“What this girl represents is the present, but also the future,” Tisdalle told the Times. “She’s not 
angry at the bull — she’s confident, she knows what she’s capable of, and she’s wanting the bull to 
take note.” 


That is not a symbol! the 
in March. 



The “Fearless Girl” statue. (AP) 
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After reading that Di Modica was upset by “Fearless Girl,” Visbal told the New York Post she was 
distressed and praised the sculptor’s artistic abilities as “exceptional.” 

“The bull is beautiful, it’s a stunning piece of art,” Visbal told the Post. “But the world changes and 
we are now running with this bull.” 



“Fearless Girl” creator Kristen Visbal 
during a news conference on March 
27. (Bebeto Matthews/AP) 


Di Modica approached Siegel for help, the attorney said. They have 
filed several information requests to city officials and departments 
involved in the permitting process for “Fearless Girl.” 

“There are some serious questions about how it was done,” Siegel 
said. 
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• By SUSAN HAIGH Associated Press 

• Apr 12, 2017 Updated 5 hrs ago 


• Manuel Balce Ceneta 

FILE - In this March 20, 2017 photo, House 
Intelligence Committee member Rep. Jim Himes, D- 
Conn., questions FBI Director James Comey and 
National Security Agency Director Michael Rogers on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, during the committee's 
hearing regarding allegations of Russian interference 
in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. For the third 
year in a row, the Fairfield County Democrat has 
proposed perennial legislation that commemorates the 
Feb. 12 birth date of Charles Darwin. The late British 
naturalist developed the scientific theory of evolution 
by natural selection. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — U.S. Rep. Jim Himes has 
taken on the role of promoting Darwinism in the House of Representatives, saying he believes it's the type of 
legislation his southwestern Connecticut constituents want him to pursue at a time when skepticism surrounds 
science. 

"I represent one of the most educated districts in the country. And so, I think my constituents expect this of me," 
said Himes, who took over proposing the perennial longshot legislation commemorating the birth date of 
Charles Darwin from former New Jersey Rep. Rush Holt, a research physicist who is now chief executive of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Himes said he has championed the legislation for several years because "science and truth remarkably always 
need advocacy against the forces of nostalgia and fear and irrationality." That message, he said, is especially 
important now in light of statements from President Donald Trump and his Environmental Protection Agency 
chief, Scott Pruitt, who has alarmed scientists by saying he does not believe carbon dioxide is a primary 
contributor to global warming. 

"At the end of the day, policy has to be guided by facts and truth," Himes said. 

The legislation comes as lawmakers in at least three states, South Dakota, Texas and Oklahoma, have weighed 
bills this year allowing teachers to decide how much skepticism to work into lessons on contentious scientific 
issues such as evolution and climate change. Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee have enacted similar laws, 
according to Glenn Branch, deputy director of the California-based National Center for Science Education. 

Connecticut Sen. Richard Blumenthal, a Democrat, proposed a similar bill in the Senate this year. Such 
proposals, however, don't get very far. Branch said the legislation is typically defeated in the House Committee 
on Science, Space and Technology by ideologically conservative Republicans who don't call a hearing on the 
bill. 

The bill is unlikely to ever pass Congress, given that Darwin, who developed the scientific theory of evolution by 
natural selection, was British. 

But Holt praises Himes, a former investment banker, for taking on the legislation, which only expresses the 
House's support in designating Feb. 12 as Darwin Day, recognizing him as "a worthy symbol of scientific 
advancement on which to focus and around which to build a global celebration of science and humanity 
intended to promote a common bond among all of Earth's people." 

Darwin, who was a religious person, didn't let personal bias interfere with him looking at evidence, Holt said. 
That's a stance worth celebrating at a time when ideology and opinion are crowding out evidence, he said. 
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"Of course, the Darwin Day legislation is more symbolic than practical, but there's an important lesson there that 
public issues should be informed by the best publicly available scientific evidence," Holt said. "It's really to Jim's 
credit that he's speaking up for this. It's harder for a non-scientist to do that." 

Himes has taken other pro-science stances recently, including signing a congressional letter in December to 
Trump, urging the president to appoint a "universally respected scientist" to the position of assistant to the 
president for science and technology within his first 100 days in office — an appointment that has not yet been 
made. The president has not responded. 

Himes drew some criticism during his last re-election campaign for proposing the legislation. His Republican 
opponent, former Rep. John Shaban, called it a political stunt and a waste of time and resources. 

"Indeed, I believe in both evolution and that we must pursue balanced polices to address global climate change, 
but passive-aggressive resolutions do little to advance the cause," Shaban wrote on his campaign website. 

For decades, there have been efforts to recognize Darwin and his theory of evolution, both nationally and 
internationally. The American Humanist Society promotes International Darwin Day each year, calling it a "day of 
celebration, activism and international cooperation for the advancement of science, education, and human well¬ 
being." 

A 2013 analysis by the Pew Research Center determined that 60 percent of Americans believe "humans and 
other living things have evolved over time," while a third reject the idea of evolution. Pew also found about 24 
percent of Americans believe that a "supreme being guided the evolution of living things" for the purpose of 
creating human beings. 

Himes, an elder in his Presbyterian church, said he doesn't see his faith as being at odds with the Darwin Day 
bill. 

"No science can explain why human beings evolved," he said. "But we shouldn't argue with the fact that they did 
evolve." 

Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 

©2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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ott to a rocky start. I he sixteen-year-old had inherited the 
position from his father, Jean Baptiste Sanson, who had 
inherited the job from his father, whose father had been the 
first Sanson to hold the title. And like his predecessors, it was 
not a job he loved. It was a duty-one he loathed. 



Charles-Henri Sanson, by E. Lampsonius (Eugene 
Eustache Lorsay) (1822-1871) [Public domain], via 
Wikimedia Commons 


At 

his 

first 


execution, in January of 1755, he let his aides do the dirty 
work. As Barbara Levy writes in her book, Legacy of Death, "he 
acquitted himself shamefully, recoiling and turning his head 
from the horrible sight." 
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But while these punishments were typical, things soon 
changed for Charles-Henri. On January 5,1757, Robert- 
Francois Damiens attempted to assassinate Louis XV with a 
knife. Fortunately for the king, his many layers of clothing 
prevented the blade from doing any damage. Still, Damiens 
was sentenced to death by the Parlement of Paris. But this 
was no run-of-the-mill death sentence. This sentence involved 
a lot of torture and a lot of preparation: 

66 The court orders that [Damiens] be taken to 
the Greve, and, on a scaffold erected for the 
purpose, that his chest, arms, thighs and 
calves be burnt with pincers; his right hand, 
holding the knife with which he committed 
the said parricide, burnt in sulfur; that 
boiling oil, melted lead, and rosin and wax 
mixed with sulfur be poured into his wounds; 
and after that his body be pulled and 
dismembered by four horses, and the 
members and body be consumed in fire, and 
the ashes scattered to the winds. The court 
orders that his property be confiscated to the 
King’s profit; that before the said execution 
Damiens be subjected to the question 
ordinaire et extraordinaire to make him 
confess the names of his accomplices. Orders 
that the house in which he was born be 
demolished, and that no other building be 
erected on that spot. Decreed by the 
Parliament on March 26,1757. 
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father was too far away to travel to for help, so he sought 
advice locally from his grandmother, explaining he wasn’t up 
to the task. Charles-Henri was ready to resign. But 
Grandma Sanson wouldn't let him. Instead, she summoned 
her other son, Gabriel, the executioner of Reims, for help. 

On March 28, two days after the decree, the two Sansons set 
out for the execution. The torturer, Soubise, had no luck in 
getting information out of Damiens before the execution. But 
he had managed to get himself drunk during the process and 
thus forgot to buy the wax, lead, oil and sulfur needed to carry 
out the sentence. Assistants were sent to get it instead, and 
then they proceeded to dish out justice. Unfortunately, the 
quartering didn’t work the way it was supposed to. After three 
attempts, the horses couldn't separate the limbs from his 
body. So rather than torture the horses any further, the 
Sansons had to get an axe to finish the job themselves. 

A few years later, Charles-Henri botched another job. Count de 
Lally-Tollendal had been sentenced to death on a frivolous 
charge of having betrayed the king's interests in the east. 

Normally this would’ve been another day at the office for 
Sanson, but in this case, the count happened to be an old 
acquaintance of his father's. 

The elder Sanson had met him thirty-five years earlier when 
the count was walking through the rainy streets of Paris with 
friends and asked to join the revelry going on at one of the 
houses. When the count learned whose party it was, he was 
fascinated. He asked Jean Baptiste if he could examine his 
various tools of the trade. Sanson obliged. The count's 
curiosity was piqued even more when he learned that the head 
could be severed in a single blow. He asked, jokingly, if, should 
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Baptiste came out of retirement to accompany his son at the 
execution. He explained to the count that he wished to keep 
his promise, but he could no longer handle the double-edged 
sword effectively. He would, however, see to it that his son 
lived up to the promise. When the moment arrived, de Lally- 
Tollendal was courageous upon the platform, but was 
still nervous and had trouble staying perfectly still under the 
stroke of Sanson’s blade. 

Katherine Roche described the scene in an article called 
"Hereditary Hangmen" from the January 1881 edition of The 
Irish Monthly. 

66 Between his nervousness and that of the 
younger Sanson, the blow prostrated with 
killing him. He sprang up, looking 
reproachfully at Jean Baptiste Sanson, who, 
recovering for the moment all his former 
strength, snatched the sword from the hand 
of his son, and, with one skilful stroke, 
completed the fatal work. 

Such mishaps became a thing of the past with the 
introduction of the guillotine. Sanson not only helped design it, 
but it was his words that helped the new machine get 
approved by the National Assembly. In 1791, Dr. Joseph- 
Ignace Guillotin had proposed a uniform method of execution: 
decapitation. Sanson had his concerns, as Roche explained: 

66 He pointed out that decapitation was a 

punishment suited only to those of high birth, 
since it required courage on the part of the 
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thieves and murderers; and, moreover, if a 
number of executions were to take place at 
the same time, the headsman’s hand would 
lose its steadiness and the sight and smell of 
blood be worse to the victims than death 
itself. If the uniform punishment of 
decapitation were to be established, he urged 
the necessity of the adoption of some 
mechanical means of executing it. 

Dr. Guillotin worked with the king’s physician, Sanson, and a 
German engineer on the device. Louis XVI even chimed in on 
the design by suggesting the angled blade. 
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The death of Louis Capet on the Place de la Revolution, 
January 21,1793. By Graveur; Isidore-Stanislas Helman 
(1743-1806?). Graveur (eau-forte); Antoine-Jean Duclos 
(1742-1795). Illustrates; Charles Monnet (1732-180.?). 

[Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 

Just over a year later, on January 21,1793, Louis XVI tested 
the guillotine personally during his own execution. The king 
managed to remain courageous as he met the blade, offering 
these final words: 

66 I die innocent of all claims laid to my charge; 

I pardon those who have occasioned my 
death; and I pray to God that the blood you 
are going to shed may never be visited on 
France. 

Despite the horrors of execution, many, like the Louis XVI, 
showed bravery in its face. They often accepted their fate, 
even as they approached Sanson and his death machine. The 
book Paris in 1789-1794: Farewell Letters of Victims of the 
Guillotine, by John Goldworth Alger, offers further evidence of 
fearlessness. Here's just one example from a 44-year-old ex- 


POLITICS 


http://www.weirdhistorian.com/the-unfortunate-career-of-charles-henri-sanson-executioner-of-france/ 


7/10 






5/15/2017 


Executioner of France: The Unfortunate Career of Charles-Henri Sanson 


HUMAN ODDITIES GHOSTS SCIENCE & MEDICINE CURIOUS CREATURES 

SPORTS BOOKS ABOUT CONTACT 

All is over, my beloved. The sacrifice of my 
life is no great thing, but I am anxious to 
justify my memory. Busy thyself, therefore, 
with the revision of the judgment against me 
... Embrace my sister. Remember me to her 
husband, my family, thine, and our friends, 
indeed to all interested in me. Do not be 
uneasy at my fate. I shall die a free man. 

Receive the last adieux of thy best friend. 

Madame du Barry, a one-time mistress of Louis XV, and 
former acquaintance of Charles-Henri, was an exception. 

According to Roche, "Her cowardice was extreme, her shrieks 
and struggles ending only with the fall of the knife; and 
Sanson records in his diary his opinion, that if the majority of 
the victims showed as much fear, executions would be fewer; 
the populace, he thinks, would not endure them." 

Sanson's diary states that he executed 2,548 people between 
July 14,1789 and Oct. 1,1796. Of these, 370 were women, 
twenty-two were under 18, and nine were over 80. 

Over his forty-year reign as executioner, nearly 3,000 people 
suffered their fate at his hand. His son Henri, and grandson, 

Henri-Clement, carried on the family business, becoming the 
last generations of unfortunate Sanson executioners. 

The family's reign of terror ended in 1847 after Henri-Clement 
found himself in debt and pawned the guillotine. As luck 
would have it, the government needed a beheading done 
shortly after and Sanson didn't have it. The government 
bought it back from the pawn shop and fired Henri-Clement. 
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Chase that cheese: English soldier rolls away with top prize again 


Chase that cheese: English soldier rolls away with top prize again yahoo.com 


ReutersMay 31,2017 

* * - >-■■■•* 

V» GLOUCESTER, England (Reuters) - Competitors risked injury and ridicule as they flung 
themselves down a steep incline after a nine-pound wheel of cheese in the English county 
of Gloucestershire. 

The Cooper's Hill Cheese Rolling challenge, which dates back to 1826, sees chasers slip and slide 
down the muddy 200-yard (180-metre) track in pursuit of a large wheel of double Gloucester 
cheese, which can reach speeds of up to 70 miles per hour. 

Thousands of spectators lined up around the hill in Brockworth on a rainy Monday to enjoy the 
chaotic spectacle, which always results in numerous bumps, bruises and concussions. 

Local soldier Chris Anderson, 29, won the men's race and 18-year-old Keavy Morgan took the 
women's title. Both took home the large cheeses as trophies. 

"The wet weather has made it particularly tough," Anderson, a multiple winner of the event, told the 
Gloucester News. 

(Reporting by Reuters TV Editing by Patrick Johnston; Editing by Andrew Heavens) 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


https://www.yahoo.com/news/chase-cheese-english-soldier-rolls-away-top-prize-120611607-spt.html 


1/1 




4/30/2017 


China Doesn't Understand the Concept of American Chinese Food - Munchies 


China Doesn't Understand the Concept of American Chinese Food 


vice.com 


• Jamie Fullerton 
Apr 27 2017, 11:00am 


Meet Fung and Dave, two Americans 
who opened up a Chinese-American 
restaurant in Shanghai, where the 
cooks shake their heads at dishes 
like crab rangoon and orange 
chicken and the customers don't 
understand the point of fortune 
cookies. 

This article originally appeared on 
MUNCHIES in May 2014. Fortune 
Cookie closed in January 2016. 


If you're a Westerner, even if the closest 
you've got to Asian culture is stumbling 
across the Great Wall on Google Earth, you know that Chinese people don't crack open fortune cookies after 
every meal. And as a Brit living in Shanghai since a year ago, I can confirm that rather than sweet and sour 
chicken, most Chinese people prefer a nice pile of crispy chicken feet. 

In fact, as the wonderfully named former New York Times reporter Jennifer 8. Lee pointed out in her 2008 TED 
Talk, most Chinese people don't even know what chop suey actually is. Since Chinese food first began being 
served in the USA in the 19th century, it has had generations to evolve and suit US tastes, so much so that it's 
completely disconnected to traditional dishes served in China, both now and then. 

"In China they like bones, but we had the staff spend hours deboning the chicken," says Fung. "They were 
saying, 'Why are we doing this?' 

Given that most Chinese people wouldn't recognize a plate of sticky orange chicken if it was splattered in their 
face, it seems an odd move to open an eatery almost exclusively serving American-style Chinese food in the 
middle of Shanghai. But that's what New Yorker Fung Lam and California-born Dave Rossi have done in the 
shape of Fortune Cookie, which opened ten months ago. 

Having failed in their bid to launch a salad-based venue in 
Shanghai two years ago, the pair, who had quit white 
collar jobs and moved to China to try to launch a venue 
together, were craving American-Chinese comfort food 
and couldn't find it in China. 

"When somebody feels like they've broken up with their 
girlfriend, they don't think, / really want a salad," says 
David. "We wanted orange chicken, something fried, and 
cold beer. We couldn't find it in Shanghai, so we decided 
to do it ourselves. When we signed the lease we thought, 
If this bombs, at least we can eat the food weVe been 
missing for six months." 

But it didn't bomb. Fung's family owns 15 Chinese 
restaurants in the US, the first of which his grandfather set 
up in Brooklyn in the 60s. Fung flew his dad, who is head chef of all 15 restaurants, over to Shanghai to train up 
the newly hired Chinese kitchen staff. 
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Photo by Jamie Fullerton 


"In China they like bones, but we had the staff spend 
hours deboning the chicken," says Fung. "They were 
saying, 'Why are we doing this?' We also got them to fill 
wontons with cheese. They were thinking, What is going 
on? Some of them were eating cream cheese for the first 
time. They were shaking their heads." 



Photo by Jamie Fullerton 


When Fung transferred his family's fantastic recipes (including a rich orange chicken, Kung Pao chicken, 
General Tso's beef, and tofu chop suey) to China and served them alongside imported US beers, Western 
expats latched on quickly. But locals needed to be won over, too—a goal that was achieved when the pair 
started selling themselves as providing "American food" rather than "Chinese food with an American twist." 



Photo by Jamie Fullerton 

or put it in their purse thinking it's a free gift." 


That's not to say that things haven't got lost in translation 
sometimes. "The first response from locals is always 
about portion size," says Dave. "They think they're huge. 
We had two petite women come in early on when we 
opened and order seven dishes. After the second one 
came out they just started laughing. Also, people hadn't 
seen the take-out boxes we use anywhere other than on 
The Big Bang Theory. Our Chinese assistant just said, 
"'Oh, that's what Sheldon eats.'" 

In her talk, Jennifer 8. Lee showed a video of Chinese 
people looking bemused as they were shown fortune 
cookies for the first time. (Fortune cookies actually 
originated from Japan.) The responses have been similar 
over here: "A lot of our guests are opening their first 
fortune cookies," says Dave. "Some of them eat the paper 


Fung believes that it is quality rather than novelty that's earned them the respect of both locals and expats, 
though. "We're not finding recipes on the internet, we're doing this for real," he says. "Every American-Chinese 
family has their own recipe for orange chicken, and this is something my grandfather passed on. This food 
tastes like it does in New York and is legit, with 40 years of history." 


As our interview wraps up, Dave hands me a fortune cookie. I break open to reveal a paper slip bearing a 
message so fitting, I suspect he may have set it up: If you build it, they will come. 


Don't expect to get such poignant messages here in the near future. Fung and Dave say they wrote all the 
fortunes themselves (initially to replace the first batch they ordered that turned out to be written in Dutch), but 
have run out of ideas. Now they use suggestions written by customers and left in a collection box by the door. 
"They're always something ridiculously sexual," says Dave. "Or phone numbers with 'For a good time call...' 
next to them. And, of course, a huge amount of pictures of penises." 
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Chinese lingerie thief’s stash was so huge it broke the building he lived in | SoraNews24 


Chinese lingerie thief’s stash was so huge it broke the building 

he lived in rocketnews24.com 


SoraNews24 

RocketNews24 Japanese 


How many bras is too many to steal? Morally, the 
answer is obviously zero, since unlike a loaf of 
bread, lingerie doesn’t have the sort of nutritional 
content that you can feed your starving family with. 

But what about structurally? The answer seems to 
be about 2,000, as demonstrated by a prolific pantie 
pilferer in China whose stash got so big, it actually 
began destroying the building he lives in. 

The building managers of a housing complex in the 
Guangxi Autonomous Region’s Yulin City 
noticed the ceiling panels had started to collapse 

in a section of the interior emergency exit. Since in times of crisis the one place you hope is still safe 
is the emergency exit, they decided to open up the panel and investigate. 

They quickly found the reason for the crack: the combined weight of over 2,000 bras stashed in 
the crawlspace. 



Unlike the stories you occasionally hear of someone going up 
into their attic for the first time in a decade and finding a gigantic 
hornets’ nest, brassieres generally don’t form communal living 
spaces like this. The building managers put in a call to the 
police, who after examining security camera footage were able 
to identify a man who lives in the building as a suspect. Judging 
from the size of the stash, the authorities believe he’d been 
stealing lingerie not only from the building’s female occupants, 
but from other places as well. 

The man has since been taken into custody, and while that may 
put an end to the rash of thefts and preserve the building’s 
structural integrity, we’re left without answers to two questions. 
First, why bother stealing thousands of bras, then keep them in a place other than your personal 
living quarters, depriving yourself of easy access to your ill-gotten treasure trove? 

And second, which police officer decided it was necessary, after recovering the bras, to organize 
them by color? 

V Is it easier to obtain a conviction when the evidence is aesthetically arranged? 

Sources: Livedoor, Xinhuaxia News, Hachima Kikou 
Images: Xinhua Net 
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Chinese Moutai University to offer liquor degree - BBC News 


Chinese Moutai University to offer liquor degree - BBC News 


bbc.com 


By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


6 June 2017 


Image copyrightJavier Petrucci 

The world's most valuable alcoholic 
beverage company is setting up a 
university to allow hundreds of students 
to study the science of liquor. 

The Chinese state-run Kweichow Moutai 
company is to open Moutai University in 
the city of Renhuai in the country's 
southern Guangzhou Province as soon 
as it receives its accreditation from the 
Ministry of Education, the South China 
Morning Post reports. 

The 600 students, initially drawn from 
the local area, will be able to study 
courses such as wine-making, food quality and food safety on a 13-hectare (32 acres) campus. It cost 1.9bn 
yuan ($28m; £21.7m) to set up, the majority of the money coming from Kweichow Moutai. 

South China Morning Post says that the Chinese liquor industry has long suffered a skills shortage, and the 
university is seen as a means of attracting new recruits. 

'National drink' 

Kweichow Moutai brews the fiery Moutai (also known as Maotai) brand of liquor, which is often called China's 
national drink, and it is a popular beverage at state functions. 

Moutai has become the gift of choice from Chinese state officials to foreign dignitaries, and its popularity as a 
bribe meant that sales dipped by as much as 30% during a government crackdown on corruption in 2014. 

Easing of official checks on graft and a mass-marketing campaign have seen the company's value soar, making 
it larger than Johnny Walker distiller Diageo, Forbes reported in April. A bottle of Moutai currently costs 1,300 
yuan ($166; £128), and 95% of its sales are within China. 

According to South China Morning Post, Moutai University won't be the first in the country to offer unusual 
courses. Elsewhere, students can study crayfish preparation, lotteries, or the science of hot noodles. 

Copyright ©2017 BBC. 

/* Copyright 2014 Eve mote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px!important; left: 50% ! important; margin-left: -lOOpx 
!important; width: 200px!important; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid!important; border-radius: 4px!important;} .en-markup-crop-options div 
div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx!important;} 



http://w w w. bbc. com /news/bl ogs- news-from - el sew her e-40171783 


1/1 






6/13/2017 


Christian lobby FamilyVoice calls for exemption to discriminate against mentally ill - ABC News (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) 


Christian group's bid to discriminate against mentally ill attacked by 
advocate 

By Ruby Jones 

yesterday at 8:24pm Mon 12Jun 2017, 8:24pm abc.net.3U 


Christian lobby FamilyVoice calls for exemption to discriminate against mentally ill 

Updated 

A national Christian group is lobbying for the Disability Discrimination Act to be changed so that it 
can discriminate against people with mental illnesses, on the basis they could upset the "sacred" 
nature of church services. 

FamilyVoice has called for a religious exemption to the Act, arguing it interferes with freedom of 
religion. 

In a submission to a federal parliamentary inquiry on freedom of belief, FamilyVoice said a person 
with a mental illness had the potential to interfere with a church service. 

"For very good reasons a religion may not wish to engage a person who has a mental illness and 
displays disturbed behaviour," the submission read. 

"Such behaviour would adversely affect a church service, which is sacred in nature. 

"A simple provision should be added for an exemption from the act for persons ... whose 
conscientious beliefs do not allow them to comply." 

Problematic behaviours the issue, not disability: group 

FamilyVoice national director Ashley Saunders "strongly repudiated" any 
suggestion the group did not want to support people with mental illness 
or disability. 

"Our submission did not say we should be able to discriminate with a 
blank canvas in areas of mental disability," Rev Saunders said. 

"It is appropriate in some circumstances to discriminate justifiably where 
the person is involved in disturbed behaviour that is contrary to the best 
interests of the organisation. 

"Nowhere does the submission say that we don't want people with 
disturbed behaviour to be part of a church. 

"What we have said is that church organisations should be able, in 
making decisions about employment, who leads the service, it is entirely 
appropriate that people who fulfil those roles not be people who manifest 

disturbed behaviour." 



Photo: FamilyVoice national 
director Ashley Saunders took 
over leadership of the group last 
year. (Supplied: FamilyVoice) 


In an earlier statement, he said "we have absolutely no desire to exclude disabled persons" and "our 
policy submission raises concerns about problematic behaviours, not disability status". 
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"We hold the view that it would be most unhelpful if a religious organisation had no option but to 
engage someone in a public role who (for example) struggled with uncontrollable urges to loudly 
vocalise profanity or sexually explicit phraseology that would upset family worship services," he 
said. 

"I hasten to point out that our staff members have a very long and positive association with people 
who have quite serious mental health challenges." 

'Dangerous stereotype' will isolate people 

South Australian Dignity Party MLC Kelly Vincent said the group's submission was "cruel" and 
"hypocritical". 

"I think this is not only incredibly shaky legal ground, it is also very cruel and ignorant," Ms Vincent 
said. 

"It sends a very dangerous stereotype that all people with mental illness exhibit these behaviours, 
are dangerous somehow or want to interrupt services. 

"Everyone knows that Jesus was seen as a friend of the underdog and protector of the 
underprivileged, so I think this is a very cruel and hypocritical move. 

"If you are isolating someone, particularly with mental illness, from receiving services and 
participating in a community activity like church or religious services, you are only going to 
compound those feelings of isolation and negative feelings that can lead to further mental illness." 

She said people needed support. 

"The vast majority of people with mental health challenges can lead very productive, peaceful lives, 
especially if we have the right support around us, and for some people that may include church 
services," she said. 

Ms Vincent said not employing people because they had a mental illness could lead to the "best 
people", who had managed during hard times, not being available to teach valuable lessons. 

"As long as they can perform the duty of the job, who better to do that than someone who has 
experienced those difficult times?" she said. 

FamilyVoice says sex change 'delusional' 

FamilyVoice, which is an Adelaide-based national Christian organisation, also wants the Sex 
Discrimination Act changed, stating the laws as they stood directly contradicted the moral values of 
the Christian faith. 

The Sex Discrimination Act bans the discrimination of people on the grounds of sexual orientation, 
gender identity and relationship status. 

FamilyVoice has described these matters as "highly controversial", and in its submission called sex 
change "delusional". 

"The reality is that 'sex change' is a myth. Neither hormone treatment nor surgery can 
actually change a person's sex," the submission said. 
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Conflict over the anti-discrimination laws is "almost inevitable", according the submission. 

"The effect of the Act is to empower those who have espoused one value system to impose their 
beliefs on those with contrary beliefs," it said. 

"Far from fostering social harmony, the Act is likely to exacerbate social divisions." 

The group's social media accounts show FamilyVoice takes a stance against same-sex marriage, 
transgender people, abortion, euthanasia and unisex bathrooms. 

Topics: discrimination, community-and-society, religion-and-beliefs, federal-parliament, adelaide- 
5000, sa 

First posted Mon at 4:06pmMon 12 Jun 2017, 4:06pm 

AEST = Australian Eastern Standard Time which is 10 hours ahead of UTC (Greenwich Mean Time) 

• ©2017 ABC 
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Church bans yoga from premises because it’s ‘non-Christian’ 


metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukWednesday 10 May 2017 



Church bans yoga from premises because it’s ‘non-Christian’ 


4:47 pm 

St David’s Church, Blaenporth, Ceredigion, Wales 
(Picture: Geograph.co.uk) 

A church has banned yoga from its premises because it’s 
‘non-Christian’ - although we’re not sure whether they 
mean the spiritual stuff, or the clothes. 

Villagers say they’ll boycott St David’s Church, in 
Blaenporth, Ceredigion, Wales, in protest. 

Church bosses say pilates is OK, but not yoga, which 
‘might be seen to be in conflict with Christian values and 
belief. 

Part of the church is being converted into a community 
centre after complaints that the village lacked facilities. 


But locals have been shocked after the Parochial Church Council ruled that, while pilates would be allowed in 
the planned centre, yoga would not be, along with other ‘non-Christian activity’. 


In a letter to Aberporth Community Council seeking their support, one resident wrote: ‘I would like to make you 
aware of the intended community activity restrictions that have been imposed once St David’s Church, 
Blaenporth is part-converted into a well-needed community centre. 



Church bans yoga from premises because it’s ‘non-Christian’ 

‘keen to broaden the use of St David’s Church’, but it will 


The work of Satan? (Photo by: BSIP/UIG via Getty 
Images) 

‘I and no doubt some Blaenporth residents are not 
at all happy with the view the church has on 
community activities like yoga, tai chi, taekwondo, 
cash prize bingo and the like. It is supposed to be a 
community affair where old and young can enjoy a 
better quality of life. 

‘I, for one, will not be dictated to as to what activity 
events are open to me. Therefore, I will not be 
visiting this establishment for recreational 
enjoyment until a fair and non-bias community 
centre is built.’ 

A Church in Wales spokesman said the PCC is 
continue to be a place of Christian worship. 


Therefore, it is felt that activities that might be seen to be in conflict with Christian values and belief would not 
be appropriate’, they added. 
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Cleveland Ohio mum pulls gun in barber shop after it took too long | Metro News 


Mum pulls gun on barber 'because her son's haircut took too long' metro.co.uk 


Charles White for Metro.co.ukSaturday 29 Apr 2017 4:49 pm 

The irate mother reaching into her 
bag with the manager watching on 
(Picture: AP) 

A woman pulled a gun from her 
handbag ‘because her son’s haircut 
was taking too long’. 

The seven-year-old was getting his 
hair cut by a trainee barber at a 
higher-education college. 

The mother was so incensed by 
the time it too the Allstate Barber 
College pupil to cut the hair she complained to the management. 

It was only when the manager came to speak with the barber did the mother pull our her gun. 

The mum-of-two said: ‘I got two clips. I’ll pop you.’ 

Ohio woman pulls out gun for son's haircut taking too longhttp://metro.co.uk/video/1455631 

This is a modal window. 

After the Cleveland, Ohio, mother 
put the gun back in her pocket the 
barber finished clipping her son’s 
hair. 

She then left with her two children. 

Marlyn Medina, a witness, said: ‘She 
took out her gun and she said “I’m 
allowed to carry a concealed 
weapon and I have a licence to 

The mother took the gun from her handbag (Picture: AP) 

‘But then one of the other students said “There is no need for you to bring it out.” 1 

Cleveland police are looking to identify the woman and if your emailed tip leads to an arrest you 
could win an award. 
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You wake up at 2.00 AM and you hear an eerie moaning outside in the garden. You get out of your bed and 
walk over to the window and lift the glass. The cold of an English winters rushes over you and there, in the dark, 
between the W.C. and the geraniums, you spot a moving shadow. The ‘thing’ races, for a second, into the light 
and to your horror you find yourself looking at something large and white with an immense bushy tale. What is 
it? 


The description above relates to events at Coalville in Leicestershire in the English Midlands in January 1923. 
The town was gripped by monster fever: townsfolk reported that they had heard a strange moaning and the 
white skinned bushy-tailed creature was described by one witness who had looked out of her window at night. 
Tracks were also followed and they were allegedly larger than a dog’s and closer to those of a bear. Children 
refused to leave the house after dark and even adults were chary about walking around once the sun had gone 
down (Sun Ech 10 Jan 1923). 

The story briefly went national, even appearing in the Daily Mail and Punch : the Punch writer helpfully 
suggested that a local had been yodeling and some journalists (and locals?) talked of the Coalville lion or 
lioness. The police seem not to have taken the matter terribly serious. Some suggested that it was a lamb with a 
particularly bush tail; there was a joke in a court, 20 Jan 1923 Notts Eve Post, that shows that the local judiciary 
believed that it was, instead, a wandering donkey or even a dog. Of course, nothing was ever caught. 

So what had happened? Beach would guess that an eerie sound was connected to the sight of an unusual or a 
rather usual animal in the dark: though the romantic in him naturally wants there to be a Coalville Lioness 
raising her young under a railway siding. But what is really interesting is the change in how these events were 
processed by working class populations. Such stirs were common in midland and northern towns in the 1800s 
and were invariably put down to a local bogey: in fact, there are some very well documented cases of nocturnal 
donkeys and goats being misconstrued as devils or spirits. By 1923 blaming a bogey was just no longer credible 
and so the supernatural ceded to cryptozoology, while the terror remained... Beach has to confess. He prefers 
the supernatural every time. 

• ©2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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WEIRD NEWS 

06/05/2017 06:09 pm ET | Updated 5 days ago 

Papa John’s Employees Popped For Selling Cocaine In Pizza Boxes 
Investigators took six months to sniff out the suspects. 

By David Moye 

Well, that’s one way for pizzeria employees to make extra dough. 

Investigators in King County, Washington, arrested two Papa John’s employees on charges of selling cocaine 
and other drugs just outside the restaurant in Sammamish. Three other people also face charges in the case. 

The arrests came Friday after a six-month investigation dubbed “Operation Extra Olives” by the King County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

The investigation started after the department received reports of employees allegedly selling drugs in the 
franchise’s parking lot, according to local station KIRO-TV. 

Undercover detectives said they were able to buy drugs from two different employees, according to KOMO-TV. 

“We sent undercover detectives in there and, sure enough, our undercover detectives were able to establish a 
relationship with a couple of these drug dealers,” King County Sheriff’s Sgt. Cindi West told the station. 

King County Sheriffs Office 

Once the connection was made, the 
detectives would order pizza at the Papa 
John’s, specify “extra olives” and then 
meet the employees in the parking lot. 

“The employee would bring the pizza out 
and in the box would be the cocaine,” 
West told CNN. 

On one occasion, the employees 
running the alleged drug ring didn’t have 
any cocaine, so they introduced the 
detectives to friends. 

“When we went to purchase (the drugs), they didn’t have any, so they sent us to another one,” West told CNN. 
“Then the same thing happened, so they sent us to another one.” 

King County Sheriffs Office 

On Friday, detectives from the Sammamish Police Department, Bellevue Police Department and the sheriff’s 
office executed search warrants for various locations in Bellevue and Sammamish, including at the Papa John’s, 
according to KTLA-TV. 

Investigators said that all told, they found $28,000 in cash, plus quantities of cocaine, ecstasy, marijuana, 
Oxycodone, LSD and methamphetamine. 

Four people were arrested, including the two Papa John’s employees. A fifth suspect turned himself in later, 
according to the Seattle Times. 
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Detectives also found cocaine residue 
around the Papa John’s cash register 
and in employee washing areas, 
according to KTLA. 

The names of the suspects have not 
been released, but they were booked 
into the King’s County Jail without bail. 

Papa John’s released a statement about 
the arrests Friday evening: 

“Papa John’s has zero tolerance 
for this type of offensive and illegal 
behavior. The franchisee has 
confirmed that the employees 
involved with this situation are no longer employed and we apologize for their actions. The 
franchisee is working in full cooperation with local law enforcement to resolve this matter. 

Furthermore, food safety and sanitation is of the utmost importance to Papa John’s. The franchisee 
took immediate action steps, with Health Department oversight, and the location was cleared to 
reopen.” 

Customers like Victoria Edwards are willing to come back, but may be extra careful. 

“I’m going to take a bite, and make sure I don’t get any weird post-nasal drip, and I’ll let the kids have some,” 
she told KIRO-TV. 

The truth is stranger than fiction. Step into the world of weird news. Learn more 

Copyright ©2017 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of 
TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost • HPMG News 
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News from The Associated Press 


Coin toss to determine next leader of Illinois village 

Apr 9, 11:12 AM EDT ap.Org 



COLP, III. (AP) -- The next village president in a southern Illinois community will be 
decided by a coin toss. 


The Southern Illinoisan in Carbondale says (http://bit.ly/2nN6zWp ) Tammy O'Daniell- 
Howell and Bryan Riekena each received 11 votes last Tuesday in Colp. 


Williamson County Clerk Amanda Barnes says the tie will be broken on April 20. 
Illinois law calls for such ties to be settled by a coin flip. 


O'Daniell-Howell is a lifelong resident of Colp and has been the village clerk since 
2009. 


Riekena describes his occupation as "geek." He attended Southern Illinois University 
on a swimming scholarship. He stayed in the area after earning a bachelor's degree in 
chemistry. 

Only 29 of the 250 registered voters in Colp participated in the election last Tuesday. 


Information from: Southern Illinoisan, http://www.southernillinoisan.com 

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy 
and Terms of Use. 


©2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. Terms under which this site is provided. Learn more about our Privacy Policy. 
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Tags: colors , Protection , Superstition Nationality: American Primary Language: English Other language(s): Age: 56 Occupation: Stay-at- 

Home Mother Residence: Yonkers, New York Performance Date: March 14, 2017 Print This Post USC.edU 


USC Digital Folklore Archives 

A database of folklore performances 


Informant: The informant is Janet, a fifty-six-year-old woman from Yonkers, New York. She has lived in the 
Bronx and Westchester County, New York throughout her entire life. She is of Italian descent, is married, and 
has two children. 

Context of the Performance: We sat next to each other on a couch in the living room of her house in Yonkers, 
New York over my spring break from college. 

Original Script: 

Informant: In the late 1980s, I was working at Whitehall Laboratories in New York City. One day at work, I wore a 
beautiful black skirt and a purple jacket with black trim, with matching purple and black suede shoes. While 
walking through the office, a coworker I barely knew said to me, “Oh, you’re wearing the colors of death.” A little 
while later, when I was back at my desk, my phone rang, and I was told that my cousin Maria died. Years later, 
my nephew was attending College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts, and he gave me a purple 
and black coffee mug, to represent his school’s colors, for Christmas. I refused to use it for months, until I 
thought that I was being ridiculous. So I used it one day, and that night, I got a call that her aunt was very ill and 
was rushed into the hospital. I wouldn’t throw the mug away because I was scared that it would only add to my 
bad luck. So I left it at the top of the cabinet and haven’t touched it since then, in 2012. Ever since, I totally avoid 
the colors purple and black together, and purple in general. 

Interviewer:Why is this piece of folklore important to you? 

Informant: This idea is very important to me. I feel unsafe wearing this mix of colors and won’t let my children do 
it either. I always warns people who wear these colors together to be careful because I truly believes that they 
are the colors of death. 

Personal Thoughts: I think that this is very interesting because I’d never thought of purple as a color 
associated with the devil. Also, what’s interesting is that Janet has two instances of hard proof of this 
superstition. These pieces of proof could not have occurred because this superstition was in her head. 
These unfortunate events happened and were entirely out of her power. 


J “ Collected by Victoria Westmoreland 
Posted Monday, 1st of May 2017 at 12:25:37 AM 

Comments are closed. 
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This site uses cookies. By continuing, your consent is assumed. Learn more 
Tuesday 25 Apr 2017 8:23 pm 

The Loch Ness Monster has not been 
seen since last year (Picture: Bentley 
Archive/Popperfoto/Getty Images) 

Whether it has ever been seen is 
questionable, but there is growing 
concern for the Loch Ness Monster 
after eight months without a 
sighting. 

Nessie was last spotted in August last 
year but 2017 has far failed to yield any 
sightings of the mysterious creature. 

Concern Loch Ness monster is 'missing' after no sightings in eight months 

The lack of sightings of Scotland’s most famous resident is in stark contrast to 2016 when it was 
seen eight times, the most 200. 

It is concerning enough for the Official Loch Ness Monster Sightings Register keep Gary Campbell 
to admit he is ‘worried’ 



But Mr Campbell said he is hopeful that there will be more sightings in the near future. 




A supposed sonar image of the Loch Ness Monster from 2012 
(Picture: Bournemouth News/REX/Shutterstock) 

A picture of the 
Loch Ness from 
1933 (Picture: 


Concern Loch Ness monster is 'missing' after no sightings 
in eight months 


CCI/REX/Shutterstock) 

A mystery sighting of the Loch Ness monster from last year (Picture: Peter Jolly/REX/Shutterstock) 


‘It’s quite unusual for this length of time to pass with no sightings at all,’ he told The Scotsman. 


‘We’re quite worried that there has been an eight-month gap since the last sighting. 
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Concern Loch Ness monster is 'missing' after no sightings in eight months | Metro News 


‘This is especially so when you consider that 
pretty much everyone will have access to a 
camera phone to take video and pictures - we 
would have expected at least something in that 
time period.’ 

The Loch Ness Monster was lost spotted 
near Drumnadrochit by Ian Campbell who said 
he spotted two creatures measuring around 30ft 
in length. 

Sightings in 2016 

August 21: Two creatures in the loch about 
10m in length just out from the shore. 

August 21: Dark or black shapes moving around in the water near to Urquhart castle 

June 21: Object spotted on webcam but no boat activity in the area at the time. 

May 21: Head emerging from the water with large snake-like head 

May 1: Dark creature following boat 

April 15: Black shape seen low in the water whilst looking west from the beach 
March 24: Spotted on webcam 



Concern Loch Ness monster is 'missing' after no sightings in 
eight months 
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2017 / 06/05 wbng.com 




NEWS 


WBNG.COM 

YOUR WEATHER AUTHORITY 


By Emily DeVito 
Connect 

Posted: Jun 05, 2017 4:56 PM PDT Updated: Jun 05, 2017 5:39 PM PDT 

(WBNG) -- An interesting arrest in 
Oneida County, as New York State 
Police said they pulled over a 
Cortland man dressed like the "Tin 
Man." 

Troopers said Nicholas Sherman, 

31, of Cortland is now charged with 
Aggravated DWI. 

State Police said on Sunday they 
responded to a residence on 
Perryville Road in the Town of 

Sullivan for a reported intoxicated male on private property. 

Authorities say an interview with the homeowner revealed Sherman had drove to the residence with 
another male and was asked to leave. 



Troopers said Sherman advised them that he had just left a business in the Village of Chittenango 
where he was hired to portray a character from the Wizard of Oz. 

Police said Sherman had a blood-alcohol content level of .19 percent. 

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2017 WBNG Television. All Rights Reserved. For more information 
on this site, please read our Privacy Policy,, Terms of Service, and Ad Choices. 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.wbng.com/story/35594874/cortland-man-arrested-dressed-as-tin-man?clienttype=generic&smartdevicecgbypass&utm_source=fark&utm_medium = ... 1/1 












5/24/2017 


Courthouse X-ray scanner finds live monkey in purse | MLive.com 


Courthouse X-ray scanner finds live monkey in purse 

By Cole Waterman \ cwaterma@mlive.com Follow on Twitter on May 23, 2017 at 8:15 AM mlive.COtTI 



Image of an X-ray scan taken at the Bay 
County Court Facility on May 18, 2017, 
showing a squirrel monkey named 
Apollo in the purse of owner Linda 
Stevenson. (Courtesy) 



Linda with monkey crop.JPG 


Linda Stevenson and her squirrel monkey Apollo. 


BAY CITY, Ml — It's not unusual for security personnel at the Bay County Court Facility to see visitors attempt to 
bring odd or prohibited items past them. 

Recently, though, something particularly exotic — even tropical — nearly made it into the courthouse: a squirrel 
monkey stowed away in a patron's purse. 

Former Bay City resident Linda Stevenson on Thursday, May 18, visited the facility at 1230 Washington Ave. 
and put her purse on the X-ray machine at the building's security station. 


"I pushed the button for it to go through when it started making noises," said Bay County Sheriff's Court Security 
Deputy Pat Mclver. "I was like, 'What was that?' She goes, 'Oh, that's my monkey.'" 


The X-ray captured an image of the diminutive simian's skeleton within Stevenson's purse. 


"I said, 'I need to see your monkey,"' Mclver said. "She unzipped her purse, the monkey stuck its head out and 
looked around, and then she zipped it back up." 


Mclver told Stevenson she could not bring the monkey into the building. She returned him to her car, then 
quickly conducted her small claims-related business inside the courthouse. 


After her business concluded, Stevenson was stopped by Mclver on the way out and was asked to bring the 
monkey back inside for some of the other courthouse staff could see him. Stevenson obliged, bringing the 
monkey back to the security station. 


"She opened her bag and the monkey climbed out on her arm, then climbed up onto my arm and across my 
shoulder," Mclver said. When she instructed the primate to return to her purse, he did as instructed, the deputy 
said. 


A Bay City woman may lose her four-figure deposit on a pet squirrel monkey. A city ordinance prohibits the 
ownership of such a pet. 

Stevenson now lives in Wolverine Lake in Oakland County. In early 2016, she made headlines when still a Bay 
City resident for her efforts to acquire the monkey. 

http://www.mlive.com/news/bay-city/index.ssf/2017/05/monkey_trial_courthouse_x-ray.html?utm_source=fark&utm_mediunn=website&utnn_content=link&ICID... 1/3 
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A Bay City ordinance states "No person shall keep any 
animal or reptile within city limits except dogs, cats or other 
animals which are commonly housed inside a dwelling as a 
pet." 

In February 2016, Stevenson appeared before the Bay City 
Commission and asked the ordinance be altered so she 
could have a pet squirrel monkey. Stevenson had already 
paid a $2,000 deposit to a breeder in Mission, Texas. The 
deposit was half of the total cost. 

Commissioners opted not to amend the ordinance. 

Stevenson said the monkey, whose name is Apollo, will be 10 
months old on June 7. She has had him since late October, 
she said. 

"He's amazing," she said, adding she takes him everywhere with her. 

She had Apollo registered as an emotional service animal. Because of this designation, she thought it would be 
OK for her to bring him into the courthouse. 

"I didn't have a monkey-sitter and I thought I'd only be a few minutes," she said. 

This is the second animal oddity to visit the courthouse in as many weeks. An emerald green eclectus parrot 
stopped by Bay County Circuit Judge Joseph K. Sheeran's chambers on Friday, May 12. 

"I know it's a jungle out there, but the courthouse is starting to look like one too," Sheeran joked. "It's best not to 
monkey around in the courthouse." 

Bird law: Parrot pays visit to Bay County judge 

Wings of justice flew into the Bay County Court Facility Friday morning. 

Squirrel monkeys are "New World" monkeys hailing from the tropical forests of Central and South America. They 
have short, close fur, which is olive on their backs and yellowish-orange on their bellies and limbs. They can 
grow 25 to 35 centimeters, with a tail of 35 to 42 centimeters. They weigh 750 to 1,100 grams. They have the 
largest brain, for the size of their bodies, of all primates, including humans. 

The Kentucky-based World Animal Foundation describes them as both diurnal — active during daylight — and 
arboreal, or tree-dwelling. 

"For marking territory, squirrel monkeys rub their tail and their skin in with their own urine," the agency's website 
states. "Squirrel monkeys are omnivores, eating primarily fruits and insects. Occasionally, they also eat nuts, 
buds, eggs and small vertebrates." 

Squirrel monkeys typically live to be about 15 years old in the wild, and can get as old as 20 in captivity, 
according to the World Animal Foundation. 

The agency is against keeping monkeys as pets, for numerous reasons. 

"While baby monkeys are usually as easy to keep clean as a human infant (by diapering), monkeys that have 
reached puberty usually remove their diapers and cannot be toilet trained," the agency states. "They require 
constant supervision and mental stimulation. They usually require a large amount of attention. Monkeys cannot 
handle being away from their owners for long periods of time, such as family trips for example, due to their need 
of attention. Bored monkeys can become extremely destructive and may even go so far as to smear or throw 
their own feces." 

Monkey owners need to set aside large stretches of time for cleaning up the messes their pets make, the 
agency states. In adolescence, the monkeys begin to bite and pinch humans. In addition, it can be difficult 

http://www.mlive.com/news/bay-city/index.ssf/2017/05/monkey_trial_courthouse_x-ray.html?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&utm_content=link&ICID... 2/3 
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finding a veterinarian who has the necessary knowledge to treat them. 

Eco Healthy Pets, based in New York, also advises against having a monkey as a pet. The organization says it 
is illegal to import squirrel monkeys into the U.S. as pets, though "wild individuals are legally trapped and 
imported every year for medical research. Some of these may end up in the illegal pet trade." Pet monkeys can 
be purchased from domestic breeders licensed through the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

However, the Boston-based organization Helping Hands: Monkey Helpers for the Disabled Inc. has been 
connecting mobility-impaired adults with service monkeys since 1979. These trained monkeys help people with 
spinal cord injuries and other disabilities perform basic functions. 

©2017 MLive Media Group. All rights reserved (About Us). 

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with 
the prior written permission of MLive Media Group. 
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A cow was born with a mutant fifth leg on its back 


metro.co.uk 


The extra limb is very thin (Picture: AsiaWire) 

A breeder insisted his cow is not a ‘freak’ 
after it was born with an extra leg extending 
over its back. 

The dairy cow, which has a thin appendage 
growing from the middle of its spine, has 
become a celebrity on social media in China as 
people share photos. 

It was due to be put down over its deformity, as 
no farmers wanted to buy it in case it was sickly 
and died soon afterwards. 

But owner Chen Mingguo stepped in to rescue it 
after neighbours and acquaintances were called 

Chen decided to bring the calf home because he was ‘curious’, and he has been happy to see the animal 
mature into an adult without any issue. 

It was going to be put down (Picture: AsiaWire) 

It was born in Qinglong County, in south-western 
China’s Guizhou Province. 

Huang Weiquan, a local breeder, said the cow is 
not really deformed or a mutant as many 
believe, but simply the only survivor in what was 
once a pair of twins. 

He explained: The twin egg did not separate 
properly during fertilisation, so it resulted in the 
extra leg growing on the back. 

‘It’s not a ‘freak’.’ 


The very thin fifth leg does not appear to have 
developed over the months, and local agricultural experts said they do not expect it to affect the animal’s well¬ 
being. 
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German automobile club crash tests Lego Porsche upi.com 


The General German Automobile Club 
crash tested a 2,700-piece Lego Technic 
Porsche 911 GT3 RS on a miniature track. 
Screen capture/ADAC/YouTube 

May 24 (UPI) - Experts from the General 
German Automobile Club performed a 
crash test of a Lego Technic Porsche 911 
GT3 RS. 


The General German Automobile Club or 
ADAC shared video of the Lego model 
Porsche participating in a miniature scale 
Landsberg. 

The 2,700-piece, $300 Lego model car features functional steering, a dual clutch gearbox, a box 
motor with moving pistons and a gear shift 

"The challenge was now to test this small car in the normal crash system and still produce the most 
realistic damage possible," Johannes Heilmaier, head of the crash system at the ADAC 
Technikzentrum, said. 

ADAC experts sent the Lego vehicle speeding along at a top speed of 28 miles per hour along a 
track toward a miniature wall. 

Upon making impact with the wall hundreds of pieces from the model car flew off the frame, 
although each individual piece remained intact. 

"The result was impressive and different than expected," Heilmaier said. "The chassis of the car had 
no problems with the high speed, and there were very little damaged stones on impact. It was 
almost exclusively the click connections between the components." 


By Daniel Uria | May 24, 2017 at 10:21 AM 



version of its traditional crash test at the club's facility in 
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The national park wouldn’t let him collect rocks for research. 

“How did the Grand Canyon form?” is a 
question so commonly pondered that 
YouTube is rife with explanations. Go down 
into the long tail of Grand Canyon videos, and 
you’ll eventually find a two-part, 35-minute 
lecture by Andrew Snelling. The first sign this 
isn’t a typical geology lecture comes about a 
minute in, when Snelling proclaims, “The 
Grand Canyon does provide a testament to 
the biblical account of Earth’s history.” 

Snelling is a prominent young-Earth 
creationist. For years, he has given lectures, 
guided biblical-themed Grand Canyon rafting tours, and worked for the nonprofit Answers in 
Genesis. (The CEO of Answers in Genesis, Ken Ham, is also behind the Creation Museum and the 
Ark Encounter theme park.) Young-Earth creationism, in contrast to other forms of creationism, 
specifically holds that the Earth is only thousands of years old. Snelling believes that the Grand 
Canyon formed after Noah’s flood—and he now claims the U.S. government is blocking his 
research in the canyon because of his religious views. 

Last week, Snelling sued park administrators and the Department of Interior, which administers the 
national parks program, because they would not grant him a permit to collect 50 to 60 fist-sized 
rocks. All research in the national park is restricted, especially if it requires removing material. But 
the Grand Canyon does host 80 research projects a year, ranging from archaeology digs to trout 
tracking. 

Alliance Defending Freedom, a Christian legal advocacy group that filed the lawsuit on behalf of 
Snelling, alleged discrimination by the park. “National Park Service: Research in Grand Canyon 
okay for geologists ... but not Christian ones,” read the headline on their press release. (Interior 
department and NPS spokespeople declined to comment because of the pending litigation.) 

Creationists have a bit of an obsession with the Grand Canyon. 

If the permit application hit a nerve, it’s because young-Earth creationists have a bit of an obsession 
with the Grand Canyon. Where geologists see billions of years of rock layers carved out by a 
persistent flow of water, young-Earth creationists see sediments laid down in Noah’s flood. As the 
flood receded, they believe, water became trapped behind natural dams, until it finally broke through 
in a “catastrophic erosion” that carved the Grand Canyon. 

This is the story told on religious rafting trips organized by companies like Canyon Ministries, for 
which Snelling also works as a guide. In 2004, a book by the Canyon Ministry founder Tom Vail 
caused a stir when it was sold at the national park’s bookstores. 
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It’s all part of an uneasy relationship between the park and young-Earth creationists. The park does 
permit the rafting trips, and it has allowed creationists, including Snelling according to the lawsuit, to 
work in the park before. Another prominent young-Earth creationist, Steve Austin, took photos of 
nautiloid fossils in the park and used them to argue that the creatures died during the flood. “I think 
the NPS has felt a bit stung by past creationist research in the Grand Canyon,” says Steven 
Newton, who teaches geology at College of Marin and serves as the programs and policy director 
for the National Center for Science Education, a nonprofit that opposes teaching creationism in 
public schools. 

Exactly why the park did not grant Snelling’s application is, of course, now the subject of a lawsuit. 

His project did involve collecting a sizable number of rocks, which can invite more scrutiny. In an 
email to Snelling filed as part of the lawsuit, a park officer said the project was not granted because 
the type of rock he wanted to study can also be found outside of the Grand Canyon. The park 
solicited peer reviews from three mainstream geologists. One mentioned the rocks could be found 
elsewhere; all three overwhelmingly denounced the work as not scientifically valid, a criterion the 
park also uses to evaluate proposals. Snelling, who holds a Ph.D. in geology, did not disclose his 
Answers in Genesis affiliation, nor did he explicitly say he wanted to prove the Grand Canyon is 
young in his initial permit application, but the reviewers became aware of his reputation. 

Geology as a profession has struggled with what to do with young-Earth creationists, whose beliefs 
are contradicted by literal mountains of scientific evidence. Shut them down, and you get cries of 
censorship—like this lawsuit. “This just so plays into their hands,” Newton says about the national 
park’s treatment of Snelling’s application. Newton favors letting creationists do their research and 
then arguing on the merits of their science. But allowing them to present at scientific conferences, 
others say, is lending creationists legitimacy. 

“That’s really a tough question because in science we want to be the type of community where 
people can bring about ideas that are controversial,” says Stephen Moshier, a geologist at Wheaton, 
a Christian liberal arts college in Illinois, and a former president of the Affiliation of Christian 
Geologists. The problem, according to Moshier, who is not a young-Earth creationist, is that they 
want mainstream geologists to be open to new ideas, but it’s the young-Earth creationists 
themselves who have proved inflexible in the face of new evidence contradicting their ideas. “Often I 
read things by young-Earth creationists where I think they really ought to know better. Many of them 
have excellent training in the geosciences,” he says. (Snelling declined to comment because of the 
lawsuit. Four other young-Earth creationists who study the Grand Canyon did not respond to 
requests for comment.) 

“Often I read things by young-Earth creationists where I think they really ought to know better.” 

That the Grand Canyon is the stage where this conflict now plays out is no coincidence. The canyon 
is such a potent example of the power of small changes over time—of what’s possible on geological 
time scales. “Look through any introductory geology textbook, any sedimentology textbook, and the 
Grand Canyon is going to be there in either full color or on the whole page,” says Moshier. 

Last year, he and other Christian geologists published a book titled The Grand Canyon, Monument 
to an Ancient Earth, directly refuting young-Earth creationists who cite the canyon as evidence of 
Noah’s flood. “It wouldn’t be of any use writing about the Appalachian Mountains—even though I 
think we can make a stronger case for an ancient Earth there because the geology is so complex,” 
says Moshier. “Because they make a big deal out of the Grand Canyon and use it as a lab for 
young-Earth creationism and flood geology, that’s naturally where we had to focus the book.” 
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When young-Earth creationists invoke God, they are tapping into a real sense of wonder about the 
Grand Canyon. It’s easy—in fact all too human—to wonder how so small a river could have carved 
so vast a chasm. One partial answer is that the Glen Canyon dam has quelled the spring floods that 
originally bored through rock; the lazily winding Colorado River that you see today is not the river 
that formed the Grand Canyon. But also, humans are bad at intuiting the consequences of deep 
time. Once you add enough zeros to number of years they all start to sound the same. 

It’s hard to imagine how much can happen in geological time. About 1.7 billion years ago, a series of 
volcanoes crashed into what would become the continent of North America and created mountains 
taller than the Himalayas today. Those mountains eroded back down to hills to form the rock that 
now rests at the base of the canyon. Over countless millions of years, a shallow sea expanded and 
contracted over the area, laying down the sediment that would become the sandstone, shale, and 
limestone layers. Plate tectonics then pushed those rock layers up and up to became the Colorado 
Plateau. And finally, flowing water carved its way down 1.7 billion years of rock. 

It’s hard to imagine, but there is wonder and grandeur in this imagination, too. 

Copyright© 2017 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All Rights Reserved. 
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One of the joys of reading about early modern witch trials is the description 
(particularly in British cases) of the crazy and creepy familiars kept by old women 
for their various delectations and debaucheries. Beach recently publicized a spirit 
mole and he now wishes to introduce Jamara, described in three different 
passages relating to some seventeenth-century East Anglian witch trials. 

He was ‘another white imp with red spots as big as a small dog’; this absurdly 
reminds Beach of the Pimpa, an Italian cartoon hero for very young children. 

Rather less dramatically he was ‘a 
white dog, with red spots’. 

Then finally we get to the horrible 
essence. Jamara, whose fellow imp 
was known as Vinegar Tom, was ‘like 
a red or sandy spotted dog, with legs 
not so long as a finger, to our 
perceivance, but his back as broad 
as two dogs, or broader of that 
bigness and vanish’d [?].’ 



Not sure about that final vanish’d? Varnish’d??? 

The contemporary picture at the top reduces the horrid majesty of Jamara to a saloon poodle with molting 
issues. Can anyone do better: drbeachcombing AT yahoo DOT com Or come up with creepier familiars? 

• ©2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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By Kirstan Conley and Max Jaeger 

May 4, 2017 | 12:40pm | Updated May 4, 2017 | 5:49pm 

If the pressure of running New York State doesn’t keep Gov. Andrew Cuomo up at night, things that go bump in 
the night do. 

New York’s governor’s mansion is believed by many to be haunted — including former Gov. David Paterson — 
and Cuomo says spooky noises are keeping him sleep deprived when he’s upstate. 

“So, it’s me alone, when I’m in the house because my family is in Westchester... and there are stories that this 
house is haunted,” Cuomo said Thursday. “Now, I don’t believe in ghosts, and I’m a big, tough Italian guy, but I’ll 
tell you, it gets creepy in that house, and there are a lot of noises that go on and you are very alone.” 

Paterson told The Post that the 161-year-old Italianate mansion is, beyond the specter of doubt, haunted. 

“Yes to be honest with you,” Paterson said when asked if there is a ghost. 

He even went on a phantom-hunting expedition late one night while governor. 

Paterson was in a second-floor bedroom when heard a sound like a vase smashing, he said. He searched two 
floors of the building but never found the source of the mysterious noise. The next day, house staff told him he 
had a run-in with the home’s oldest resident. 

“I told the staff, and they all got quiet and left the room,” he said. “One came to me and said, ‘Governor, nobody 
wanted to say this to you, but it’s the ghost.’ One employee is afraid to clean one of the rooms because she 
thinks the ghost is in the room.” 

Staff believe it’s the spirit of a groundskeeper who served the mansion’s original owners before the state bought 
the building in 1877, meaning nearly every governor since Samuel Tilden — including Cuomo’s dad Mario — 
lived in a haunted house while governing New York, according to Paterson. 

While Paterson was living there, his 5-year-old nephew revealed that he could feel an invisible hand guiding him 
when he climbed the mansion’s stairs, leading Paterson to believe the spirit is benevolent. 

“Governor Cuomo should be relieved,” the former governor said. “It’s a friendly ghost, like Casper.” 

The mansion is not the capital’s only haunt for the undead. The State Capitol building is believed to be infested 
with the supernatural, and the state even offers spooky tours there. 

©2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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History with its flickering lamp stumbles along the trail of the past... 


Posted on May 28, 2017 by Caroline 



London’s outcast dead. 


If you walk along Redcross Way, a quiet street a 
stone’s throw away from the hustle and bustle of 
London Bridge Station and Borough High Street, a 
strange sight can be found. Hundreds of colourful 
ribbons, flowers, toys and other trinkets are tied to 
the railings that surround a small garden, some 
bright and fresh, others faded with time and 
exposure to the elements. This is Cross Bones, an 
old burial ground where thousands of Londoners, 
mostly the poorest members of society, were laid to 
rest. In recent years this place has been 
transformed from a bare piece of land to a colourful 
community garden dedicated to the memory of 




John Stow’s famous 
Survey of London, 
published in 1598, is the 
source of Cross Bones’ 
association with the 
burial of prostitutes, or 
‘Winchester Geese.’ 

From the 12th Century, 
the Bishop of Winchester 
had a palace at 
Bankside, and within the 
area of his jurisdiction - 
the Liberty of the Clink - 
many activities that were illegal in the City of London, such as bear-baiting and prostitution, were 
permitted. In his Survey of London chapter that covers Southwark, Stow described some of the 
many rules that governed the ‘stews’ or brothels where these women worked in the Liberty of the 
Clink. These rules included “no stewholder to keepe any woman that hath the perilous infirmitie of 


Cross Bones is an old burial ground that falls within the parish of St 
Saviour and St Mary Overie, Southwark - better known today as 
Southwark Cathedral. For many years it was one of the burial grounds 
associated with the parish, until its closure in the 1850s. It is associated 
with the burial of Southwark’s poorest members of society, in particular 
the ‘Winchester Geese’, women who worked as prostitutes in the Liberty 
of the Clink. In recent years, the Winchester Goose has become a 
symbol of Cross Bones, as the site has been revived as a memorial to 
the poor souls interred within. 
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burning,” “no single woman to take money to lie with any man, but shee lie with him all night till the 
morrow,” and “the Constables, Balife, and others every weeke to search every stewhouse.” 

Although the Bishop of Winchester profited from the 
labours of these women in life, Stow described how 
the Church turned its back on them in death: 

I have heard ancient men of good credite 
report, that these single women were 
forbidden the rightes of the Church, so long as 
they continued that sinnefull life, and were 
excluded from Christian buriall, if they were not 
reconciled before their death. And therefore 
there was a plot of ground, called the single 
womans churchyeard, appoynted for them, far 
from the parish church. 

Cross Bones has long been identified as this ‘single women’s churchyard’, but there is actually no 
concrete evidence that Stow’s ‘single woman’s churchyard’ and Cross Bones are the same place. It 
is unclear when Cross Bones was first used as a burial ground - it may well have started off as an 
unconsecrated poor ground. For centuries it was part of the lands owned in the area by the Bishop 
of Winchester, and it may be the case that the Bishop leased out this particular patch of land to be 
used as a burial ground. But in 1665, as the Great Plague ravaged London, the site was acquired 
by St Saviour’s parish. It may then have been used for plague burials, as the number of those dying 
may have been too great to be managed by the churchyard immediately adjacent to St Saviour’s 
church. 

After the outbreak of plague was over, Cross Bones continued to be used as a burial ground for St 
Saviour’s parish - as illustrated in John Rocque’s map below. Its location in a poor, overcrowded 
part of the parish, and its distance from the main parish church, meant that it was probably largely 
used as a poor ground, for the burial of the parish’s paupers and others with few means. It is 
estimated that at least 15,000 people were laid to rest there over the years. 

In the early 19th Century, part of the burial ground was 
covered over when a school was built, restricting the 
amount of space that could be used for burials. However, 
the population of Southwark, like that of the rest of 
London, was growing and Cross Bones’ location in a poor 
part of town meant that there was no shortage of the dead 
requiring burial. The remaining section of the burial 
ground continued to be used, and became horribly 
overcrowded. Despite a number of attempts to get the 
graveyard closed, burials continued until 1853, when 
Cross Bones - “completely overcharged with dead” - was 
finally closed for good. 

The site lay derelict for many years, briefly hosting a fairground that raised the ire of locals with its 
noise and crowds. It was also used for a time as a builder’s yard. In 1883, Cross Bones was 
offered to developers as a building site. Lord Brabazon, chairman of the Metropolitan Public 
Garden, Boulevard, and Playground Association, wrote a letter entitled The Use and Abuse of 
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Disused Burial Grounds in the Metropolis’ which was published in the 
Times on 10th November 1883. In this letter, he highlights the case of 
Cross Bones: 

This ground is now being offered to the public, on lease, as an 
“eligible building site.” It is with a view to save this ground from 
such desecration, and to retain it as an open space for the use and 
enjoyment of the people, that I now address you. 

Brabazon’s letter seemed to have the desired effect - the land was 
withdrawn from sale, and the following year the Disused Burial Grounds 
Act (1884) was passed, which prohibited the erection of new buildings 
on former burial grounds. However, Lord Brabazon’s hope that Cross 
Bones might be turned into a public garden - the eventual fate of many disused burial grounds in 
London - was scuppered, and Cross Bones instead continued to be used as a timber yard. In 
1896, Isabella Holmes described it as “vacant, waiting for someone to purchase it as a playground.” 

In the early 1990s, work began on extending the London Underground’s 
Jubilee Line south of the river, and as part of these works, an electrical 
substation needed to be built at Cross Bones. Before work on the 
substation commenced, an archaeological survey of the site was carried 
out. Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA) excavated 148 skeletons, 
all dating from the later years of the cemetery - about 1800-1853 - from 
a small section of the site. It was estimated that this represented less 
than 1 per cent of the people thought to be buried at the site, but 
nonetheless MOLA were able to find out a lot about the graveyard’s 
occupants from these bones. 

Around a third of the 
burials excavated were 
of perinatal individuals - 
babies who were 
stillborn or died shortly 
after birth. A significant 
number of children under 
five were also found, 
suggesting that the area 
suffered from a high 
level of infant 
mortality. A number of 
bones demonstrated that 
some of those buried at Cross Bones had suffered from scurvy or rickets, both conditions that can 
be caused by a poor diet or malnutrition. In addition, lesions found on other bones indicated the 
presence of syphilis, and overall around 60% of the individuals excavated showed signs of an 
infection of some sort. MOLA concluded that the bones they excavated represented “a post- 
medieval population from an area with a very poor socio-economic environment.” 

One of the skeletons uncovered at Cross Bones was featured in the BBC television programme 
History Cold Case in 2010. The bones were of a young woman, probably in her late teens, who was 
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only 47" tall. Lesions on her skull indicated that she 
had suffered from advanced syphilis, meaning that 
she was probably infected with the disease when 
she was a child. An abhorrent belief was held by 
many men in the 19th Century, that if they had sex 
with a virgin, their syphilis would be cured. 

Tragically, all that this achieved was the abuse of 
young girls, generally from the poorest parts of 
town, who then also became infected with syphilis. 
The young woman featured in History Cold Case 
may well have been one of these victims. Analysis 
of her bones indicated that her diet had been poor - 
which perhaps accounted for her unusually short 
stature - and high mercury levels found in the bones indicated that she had had some treatment for 
syphilis. Until the discovery of penicillin, mercury was often the only treatment option for syphilis. 
The Cross Bones woman, poor as she likely was, may have accessed this treatment at a charity 
hospital. Mercury treatment had terrible side-effects, and many syphilis suffers are thought to have 
died from mercury poisoning rather than the syphilis itself. Who knows how many other who lie at 
Cross Bones suffered a similar fate to the woman featured on History Cold Case. 

In 1996, John Constable - a Southwark-based 
playwright, poet and historian - began work on the 
series of poems and plays that would become The 
Southwark Mysteries. Central to the Southwark 
Mysteries is the figure of the Winchester Goose, 
who first appeared to Constable in a vision in 
November 1996, before he was aware of the 
existence of Cross Bones. Developing the story of 
the Goose inspired Constable to delve into the 
history of Cross Bones and through his research 
and activism he became the driving force behind the 
campaign to promote the story of Cross Bones and 
transform the site into a community space and a 

The Southwark Mysteries, a cycle of poems and plays in the style of 
medieval mystery plays, was first performed in 2000 at Shakespeare’s 
Globe and Southwark Cathedral, and tells the story of Southwark’s 
history through the eyes of the area’s outsiders and outcasts, including 
the Winchester Geese of the Liberty of the Clink. Parts of the Mysteries 
have been performed at Cross Bones itself, and on the 23rd of each 
month, Constable leads a vigil to London’s outcast dead at Cross Bones, 
by the wall of ribbons. 

After many years of campaigning, Cross Bones finally opened to the 
public in 2015 as a community garden, after securing a short lease from 
Transport for London, which owns the land. The site is now managed by 
the Bankside Open Spaces Trust, and a team of volunteers helps to 
maintain and supervise the site. It is open to the public between 12 and 3pm on each weekday, as 




memorial to London’s outcast dead. 
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well as selected Saturdays. A 
covered walkway welcomes 
the visitor into the space, and 
its flowerbeds are decorated 
with oyster shells, typical fare 
of London’s poor in the 18th 
and 19th Centuries. 


The concrete that has 
covered the burial ground has 
been broken up in places, 
and incorporated into the 
landscaping, accompanied by 
trinkets, statues and other objects left by well- 
wishers. 



Thanks to its modern transformation and status as the inspiration for the 
Southwark Mysteries, Cross Bones surely rates as one of London’s most 
unusual former burial grounds. Its colourful decorations and 
commitment to remembering the poor and the outcasts draw visitors 
from all over the world - on the afternoon that I visited to take the 
photographs for this article, some Australian tourists were among those 
who had taken the time to visit. The myths and legends that have 
endured about Cross Bones give it a rare mystique that continues to 
draw interest, but most of all it serves as a poignant reminder that a 
huge proportion of Londoners never had a grand grave marked by a 
fancy headstone, but disappeared instead into unmarked paupers’ 
graves. 


Cross Bones will be featured in my upcoming guided walk with Southwark Cathedral, “Southwark’s 
Lost Burial Grounds, ” which will explore the history of the many hidden and forgotten burial grounds 
in the area around Borough High Street. The walk will be taking place on Saturday 10th June and 
more information, plus a link for buying tickets, can be found here. 


References and further reading 


Crossbones - History http://crossbones.org.uk/history/ 
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Nov 12, 2016lan Harvey 

In Israel, a Crusades-era 
hand grenade was found 
and retrieved from the sea. 
The family that found the old 
relic has handed it over to 
the Israeli Antiquities 
Authority. 



Photo credit: Amir GorzaIczany, Israel Antiquities Authority 


Nothing like the ones made today, 
this grenade was made from heavy 
clay and is beautifully embossed, it 
does not explode with shrapnel like 
the hand grenades of this 
generation, but it is more like a 
Molotov cocktail or incendiary 
grenade. 

It was filled with naphtha, a 
flammable sticky liquid known as 
Greek fire, then sealed and thrown 
at enemies. 


It was mostly known to be used in naval battles where the fire would easily destroy enemies’ ships. 

The IAA stated that the grenades were very popular in Israel during the crusades, which took place 
between the 11th to 13th century, and they were used until the Mamluk era, between the 13th and 
16th century. 

The late Marcel Mazliah, a worker at the Hadera power plant in northern Israel, found the grenade. 

But this wasn’t the only item that was in Mazliah’s collection. Archaeologists were very surprised to 
find ancient artifacts that date back 3,500 years. 

Marcel’s family told them that he found most of these treasures while working at the power plant that 
was near the sea, he collected them for many years. 

Some of his other finds were the head of a knife which dated back to the Bronze Age, along with 
candlesticks, two mortars and two pestles dating back to the 11th century. 

“The items were apparently manufactured in Syria and were brought to Israel,” Ayala Lester, a 
curator with the Israel Antiquities Authority, said in a statement. 

Archaeologists believe that the metal objects fell overboard while on a metal merchant’s ship in the 
Islamic period (638-1099) 

Here is another wacko story from our archeology files: Eggstraordinary: 2,000-year-old egg found in 
a Han Dynasty tomb in China 
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“The finds are evidence of the metal trade that was conducted during this period,” Lester said. 
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Cuomo needs the ‘Ghostbusters’ to deal with haunted mansion | New York Post 


Cuomo needs the ‘Ghostbusters’ to deal with haunted mansion nypost.com 

By Jennifer Bain and Max Jaeger 
May 5, 2017 6:32pm 

Gov. Cuomo joked Friday he may have to call the Ghostbusters if spooky sounds in Albany’s 
“haunted” Governor’s Mansion continue to keep him up at night. 

“If it happens again, I’m going to call in the Ghostbusters,” he told reporters at an unrelated press 
conference. 

If the pressure of running New York State doesn’t keep... 

Cuomo has trouble sleeping alone in the 161-year-old estate because “it gets creepy in that house, 
and there are a lot of noises that go on,” he said Thursday. 

And former Gov. David Paterson revealed to the Post that he too has experienced the supernatural 
there, explaining that house staffers believe the spirit of a former groundskeeper stalks the mansion. 

Paterson said it’s a “friendly ghost, like Casper,” because his nephew once told him an invisible 
hand guided him up and down the mansion’s staircase. 

Friendly or not, Cuomo plans to call in the professionals if the noises don’t stop — though he was 
unsure whether he’d prefer the ‘busters portrayed in the 1980s films by Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd, 
Harold Ramis, Rick Moranis, and Ernie Hudson or the 2016 remake cast of Leslie Jones, Kristen 
Wiig, Melissa McCarthy, and Kate McKinnon. 

“I’m going to interview both first,” he said. “But I’m not afraid of no ghosts.” 

© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 

Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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Maxwell Morton shot friend dead, sent selfie with corpse on Snapchat | Metro News 


Teenager murdered friend, took selfie with the corpse and posted it on 
Snapchat metro.co.uk 



An 18-year-old man who shot his friend dead 
and took a selfie with the corpse has been 
jailed. 


Maxwell Morton, from Jeannette in 
Pennsylvania, told a judge on Monday that he 
didn’t want to be remembered as a ‘savage’. 


Ashitha 


Nagesh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 16 May 2017 12:00 am 

Maxwell Morton took a photo with his friend’s 
corpse instead of calling for help (Picture: CBS) 


that’s all I have to give.’ 


He also conceded that the killing of Ryan 
Mangan, 16, in 2015 was ‘messed up’, adding: 
‘Sometimes sorry isn’t enough for people, but 


The teenager was convicted of third-degree murder in February, and has now been sentenced to 
15 to 30 years in prison. 

Morton testified that he and Ryan were playing with a handgun, and he thought it wasn’t loaded 
when he pointed it at his friend and pulled the trigger. 

He claimed he took the selfie to document what had happened, and said he planned to kill himself 
afterwards. 


Ryan Mangan was shot dead by Morton (Picture: Facebook) 

However another teenager testified that Morton bragged about the killing 
while they played an online video game that evening, saying he ‘got his 
first body’. 

The teenager said he thought it was a joke, until Morton texted a link of 
a news item about Ryan’s death. Then, Morton sent the teenager a 
Snapchat message of the selfie. 

Assistant District Attorney Tom Grace sought a maximum term of up to 
40 years, citing two previous convictions for assault as a juvenile and 
another violent incident that followed him being jailed for shooting 
Mangan. 

Morton said he was ‘sorry’ (Picture: WTAE) 

Defence attorney Pat Thomassey argued at trial that the shooting was an accident, and was ‘two 
kids fooling around with guns’. 
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But Judge Meagan Bilik-DeFazio said that Morton taking a selfie rather 
than calling for help substantially altered the case - especially after a 
forensic pathologist confirmed that Mangan didn’t die immediately, and 
would have survived with appropriate medical attention. 

The reality is this case would be very different if not for that 
photograph,’ Judge DeFazio said. ‘No one will understand the thought 
process of taking that photo.’ 
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Death Incarnate: Bizarre Tales of Plague Bearing Phantoms | Mysterious Universe 
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Death Incarnate: Bizarre Tales of Plague 
Bearing Phantoms 

0 Comments April 17,2017 Brent Swancer 

Death has been a looming specter that has haunted mankind since time 
unremembered, ever since the first flashes of self-consciousness appeared with the 
evolution of our minds, along with a blooming awareness of the stark reality that we 
are eventually, inevitably going to die. Considering this powerful influence and fear that 
the shadow of death has held over us and its unstoppable approach, it is perhaps not a 
surprise that cultures around the world have sought to give it an embodiment, some 
sort of avatars to give this dark, intangible force a form and physical appearance to 
personify it. 

There are countless ideas about this personification of death spanning far-flung 
cultures, mythologies, and religions all throughout history, ranging from the black 
cloaked Grim Reaper, to angels of death, to decidedly more monstrous demonic 
entities, and everything between, displaying a vast variety of methods for their sinister 
work. One very prevalent form of death personified are the tales of what could be 
called "plague bearers;" dark, mysterious beings that bring with them plague, with 
"plague" being a sort of catchall phrase for any disease epidemic in ancient times. 

These ominous beings have taken many forms throughout history, and are featured in 
bizarre, far-flung accounts from a variety of disparate regions all over the world going 
back centuries, but all of them share certain similarities in that they feature an 
enigmatic figure or apparition whose appearance brings with it certain death, torment 
and strife by disease and pestilence. Is this all pure legend and folklore, or is there 
anything more to it? 
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Stories of such entities go back far into history. In the 6th century, the Byzantine 
Empire, which covered a vast area reaching from Egypt to the south all the way up to 
Italy, was struck by a massive pandemic of plague. At the time, it was widely reported 
that there was a group of three small boats roving up and down the coast that were 
manned by headless men who appeared to be stark black in color. It was said that the 
appearance of these mysterious boats was a bad portent, immediately preceding an 
outbreak of plague, and whenever they passed a town sure enough the populace 
would be ravaged by disease. The menacing boats and their inscrutable headless crews 
were said to have originated somewhere in Egypt in around 547 AD, after which they 
became a common sight out at sea off plague infested areas throughout the Empire, to 
the point that the mere sight of them instilled mass panic in a populace that knew the 
horrors to come. When the sinister boats left, the plague outbreaks, which had been 
called the Plague of Justinian, after then Emperor Justinian I, who also happened to 
have miraculously survived the plague, faded away. 

Also from the 6th century is The Plague of Elliant, which rampaged through the village 
of Elliant in Brittany, France from around 500 to 599 AD, and according to lore 
completely wiped out all but one man and his mother. It is said that this man had 
encountered a young woman wearing all white and carrying a staff who was standing 
by a fast-moving river. When the man approached, the woman, who turned out to be 
strikingly beautiful, asked if he would be kind enough to take her across. Depending on 
the version of the tale, he either carried her through the raging river on his horse or 
over his own back, but the point is that he agreed to help her, perhaps because of her 
captivating beauty. 

It was only when they reached the other side when she told the man that she was in 
fact an embodiment of disease and death responsible for the plague that had swept 
through the area, and that she was on her way to spread her dark, grim work through a 
church. Because of his act of generosity, the plague bearer told the man that he and his 
mother would be allowed to live, and she was then supposedly true to her word. The 
man and his mother would come out of the plague unscathed, and indeed be the only 
survivors at all. When the plague bearer moved on to other regions it was said that she 
was finally driven out due to her hatred of songs sung about her, of which there were 
many, some of which ended up in a 19th century collection of songs compiled by a 
Frenchman named Theodore Hersart Vicomte de la Villemarque. 
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Interestingly, such beings have often been reported as taking the form of a woman, 
often very beautiful and dressed in white. One account from 1841 speaks of a woman 
in white in Lithuania who carried a bloodied handkerchief with her at all times, which 
she used to cause pestilence and disease by simply casually waving it at people. When 
the terrified populace took to locking themselves in their houses to escape what they 
called "The Plague Maiden," the woman would simply stick her hand through open 
windows and wave the deadly handkerchief about, after which the occupants would 
shortly drop dead. Even if the terrified people sealed their windows shut to keep her 
out, they would sooner or later be forced to go out for food or water, leaving them at 
the mercy of the deadly maiden. 

This plague maiden was supposedly finally undone when a clever young man one 
evening waited by a widow he had left intentionally open to lure her in. In his hand he 
allegedly carried a sword that had been inscribed with a blessing reading "in the name 
of Jesus and the Virgin Mary," with which he planned to strike out at the apparition who 
had killed so many. When the plague maiden showed up and put her cursed 
handkerchief through the window as expected, the man is said to have promptly 
brought the sword down, cleaving her arm clean off. Although this heroic soul would 
also fall ill, along with his family, the plague would purportedly disappear from the area 
shortly after. The lore has it that the handkerchief was kept in a church for a while, and 
the tale has been immortalized in The Ballad of Morowa Dziewica (The Plague Maiden). 

Russia has had at least two of these "plague maidens" in its history. One written of in 
1837 in a collection of tales by Polish author Kazimierz Wtadyslaw, and was also 
mentioned in Jacob Grimm's Teutonic Mythology (1844), speaks of a shadowy beautiful 
woman named Dzuma, which is basically just the Polish word for "plague." This woman 
was said to have marauded across Russia spreading disease in her wake, sometimes 
upon a wagon escorted by owls, as well as "rendering roosters incapable of crowing 
and dogs incapable of barking." 
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Indeed, dogs were said to abhor the presence of this plague maiden, becoming 
extremely aggressive and agitated in her presence, and she seemed to fear them as 
well. One account tells of the specter being chased by a pack of dogs, during which she 
was able to leap great heights over obstacles with superhuman agility. During this 
chase, it was said that she reached a wall and began to climb a ladder as the barkless 
dogs growled and snapped at her from below, but a villager at the top of the wall 
pushed the ladder down. Dzuma then apparently fell and vanished as soon as the dogs 
descended upon her, but not before swearing vengeance upon the village. 


The same collection of folklore tells of yet another Russian plague maiden called 
Powietrze, which means "vapor" or "air." This particular entity was said to appear as a 
beautiful woman in white who walked upon stilts and brought death wherever she 
went with, again, a white handkerchief. According to the tale, Powietrze found a 
companion in the form of a man she came across one day, who she asked to ride her 
about on his shoulders in exchange for immunity from the plague. The man agreed 
and dutifully carried her about across the countryside, but as the death toll mounted 
during their scourge he had second thoughts. When they approached the river Pruth, 
the man supposedly jumped in along with the plague maiden in the hopes that she 
would drown, but she instead easily floated upon the surface as the man sunk to the 
bottom and died. 


A more sinister looking plague maiden supposedly once haunted ancient Greece as 
well, coming in the form of a hideous blind old hag. This apparition was said to have 
empty sockets for eyes, to be hunched over, and to aimlessly wander and feel her way 
around, waving her arms about in all directions hoping to make contact with living 
things in order to corrupt them with fatal disease. If she managed to touch any human 
or animal, they were said to immediately fall gravely ill and die not long after that. Since 
the blind old plague bearer typically walked along walls, the only way to avoid her if she 
entered one's home looking for victims was believed to be to stay in the center of the 
room and hope she couldn't reach you. 
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Of course not all of these plague bearers were women, and one of the more bizarre 
tales involves a strange man who one day in the 17th century arrived in the small town 
of Luchow, Germany and approached a villager named Hans Niebuhr to ask him to give 
him a ride into town aboard his cart, claiming that he was rather tired from all of the 
walking he had done. The stranger did not waste time or mince words in ominously 
introducing himself as plague incarnate, on his way to the village to kill everyone there. 
In exchange for giving him a ride, the stranger promised that Niebuhr would be spared 
from the death. There were some other rather bizarre conditions put forward as well, 
in that the stranger demanded that he take a cooking pot hook from his house, run 
around naked outside of his home, and then bury the hook in front his house. Only 
then would his home be granted immunity from the plague. 

Niebuhr got out of the cart at the bridge leading into town and fetched the hook from 
his house as asked. However, he is said to have then proceeded to strip down naked 
and go careening through the entire town rather than just in front of his own house, 
before coming to a stop at the bridge and burying the hook there. Because of this 
disobedience, the whole village was spared from death, and would remain that way 
even as every other town in the region inevitably withered and died. The rusty old hook 
itself is allegedly still buried there under the bridge, with some villagers claiming to 
have actually seen it. 
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In Chinese lore, these plague bearers often came in the form of the victims of disease 
pandemics, who would appear mostly as they did in life, only sometimes with warped 
or twisted features. Called theyi-kuei, or "plague demons," these lost souls were said to 
go on mindless rampages of death across the countryside, and it was thought that if 
they killed someone then that person would take their place in their existence in limbo. 
In order to protect themselves, villagers would resort to an array of rites, rituals, and 
acts of penance in an effort to ward off these plague demons, as well as whole "plague 
festivals" devoted to banishing the creatures from their villages, which featured many 
gruesome displays such as dumping burning bodies from boats. 

Other plague bearers took forms that are more indistinct or vague. One such entity 
was reported from 6th century Egypt and was said to take the form of a hulking 
shadow beast that would lurk within the recesses of homes. When pestilence invariably 
was brought upon the towns this specter visited, it would lie in wait within abandoned 
houses for looters looking to steal. It was said that anyone who entered houses where 
the demon lied coiled in wait would immediately drop dead in their tracks. There is also 
the plague bearer that came in the form of a blue flame, which prowled the Odenwald 
mountains of Germany. This blue flame was apparently stopped when it was walled 
within a church in the town of Erbach. 

The origin of such tales of mysterious bearers of disease and pestilence across so many 
cultures likely lies in an imperfect understanding of how diseases spread and work at 
the time. In past ages, medical knowledge of such things as bacteria and viruses was 
incomplete. It wasn't known how diseases spread, how they worked, or how to stop 
them, only that they sometimes appeared in deadly epidemics or pandemics to 
terrorize whole regions. To put a face on this crippling fear and try to make some sense 
out of all of this, it is likely that these populations created the idea of sinister beings of 
death, of disease incarnate, who would sweep through leaving sickness in their wake. 

By personifying sickness into a tangible form, these cultures were able to come to 
some understanding of what diseases were and how they moved from place to place. 
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However, one wonders how much of this is pure folklore spawned from an ignorance 
of medical knowledge and how much was colored by some sort of real paranormal 
phenomena at work. Could there have been something else behind some of the 
stories? Were there perhaps ghosts, trickster spirits, or some undefinable phantoms 
behind any of this? Throughout history into modern days we have had our specters, 
monsters, and phantoms such as the Men in Black, Mothman, and Black Eyed Kids. 
Could it be perhaps that these beings merely appear as a product of our times? Were 
these plague bearers perhaps similar phantoms that were the product of theirs? 
Whatever the case may be, these are nevertheless intriguing tales to be sure, and 
provide a glimpse into the historical merging of disease, death, and demons. 


TAGS: ancient mysteries, Angel of Death, Bizarre, Folklore, ghosts, haunting, historical oddities, mysterious 
deaths, mythology, Paranormal, Strange Intruders 
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Murder by Gaslight: The Dedham Tragedy. 


The Dedham Tragedy. 


murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century 
American murders. 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 



Finding the Bodies 


In September 1865, the family of Dr. Carlos Marston rented rooms in a house that had previously 
been a hotel in South Dedham, Massachusetts. The family consisted of the doctor, a forty-year-old 
homeopathic physician; Susannah, his wife of fifteen years; and their 10-year-old adopted daughter 
Cora, whose natural mother had been Susannah’s sister. They slept on the second floor, while on 
the first floor Miss Susan Hill, an invalid being treated by Dr. Marston, had a room. 



The Marston Residence 
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At around 2:00 am, the morning of Friday, September 1, Miss Hill was awaked by the sound of a 
scuffle from the room above, followed by a thud, as if someone had fallen to the floor, then a pistol 
report. She ran out to the stairs, but afraid to go up she called loudly asking if everything was alright. 
She received no response, but a few moments later Mrs. Marston appeared in the darkness at the 
head of the stairs and said in a calm but firm tone, “Be still—go to your room—or I’ll blow your 
brains out!” 

Miss Hill went back to her room, got dressed and went to find help. All was quiet when she returned 
with some of the neighbors. They went upstairs and found Dr. Marston and his wife in the 
bedchamber, lying together, both dead. On the floor of the adjoining apartment, they found little 
Cora lying dead as well. The smell of chloroform hung in the air— it appeared that Mrs. Marston had 
applied the drug to her victims before shooting them. She shot Cora once through the back and 
once through the head. She shot her husband through the head then lay down beside him and shot 
herself twice though the body. 

Susannah Marston had a long history of mental illness. At the time she and the Doctor first met, she 
had been subject to fits of depression and those who knew her in Dedham characterized Mrs. 
Marston as having a morbid and melancholy disposition. In recent years, her behavior had become 
so erratic that neighbors would avoid her. About five weeks before the murders she had suffered an 
attack of the measles, and although she recovered physically, it seemed to have aggravated her 
mental state. 



Cora Marston 

The week of the murder she had acted strangely. She was prone to get up at night and wander 
outside in the dark. On Tuesday night, she stayed out for half an hour and returned saying that she 
“had been over to East Walpole to get some cool water.” The same night she attempted to apply 
chloroform to Cora, and when questioned, she claimed that she had been washing her head with 
bay rum. On Wednesday, she was prostrated and confused; she did not appear to know where she 
was and indulged in strange utterances. Thursday, she seemed to be better but still had a wild and 
haggard look. 

Earlier in the week, Mrs. Marston had expressed a desire to handle her husband’s revolver. He 
emptied the pistol and locked it in his trunk, but apparently, she knew where he kept the key. 

The night of the murder Mrs. Marston had been extremely restless and told her husband that she 
was going to sleep with their daughter. Dr. Marston grew nervous and to downstairs to advise Miss 
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Hill to lock her door as he was fearful that his wife might do some damage. Miss Hill had fears of her 
own and told the doctor to lock his own door; his wife would kill him before morning if he did not 
watch out. But the doctor did not heed her prophetic warning. 

Sources: 

“The Dedham Tragedy,” Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, September 25, 1865. 

“The Dedham Tragedy,” New York Herald, September 3, 1865. 

“The Late Tragedy at South Dedham.,” Saturday Evening Gazette, September 2, 1865. 

“Terrible Tragedy at South Dedham,” Boston Traveler, September 1, 1865. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

2 comments : 

esotericnight says: May 25, 2017 at 6:54 PM 

Did this happen in 1865 or 1868? The story says 68 but the sources say 65. 

Robert Wilhelm says: May 26, 2017 at 7:26 PM 
You're right, 1865. I will fix that. 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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A Deer Was Caught Gnawing on Human Remains and the End Is Nigh 

Yesterday 3:40pm 
Filed to: Forensics 

Image: edbo23 

Deer are generally considered one 
of the more benign creatures of the 
forest, going about their herbivorous 
ways in peace. But as new research 
shows, there’s a dark side to these 
ungulates. Using camera traps, 
forensic scientists have captured 
unprecedented photos of deer 
munching on the skeletal remains of 
a human carcass. 


“Herein, we report on the first known photographic evidence of deer gnawing human remains,” write 
the Texas State University researchers in their new study, which can be found in the Journal of 
Forensic Sciences. On its own, this behavior is noteworthy enough, but the finding could prove 
useful to forensic scientists conducting murder investigations. 

Indeed, forensic scientists are often tasked with having to determine the age of corpses in various 
states of decay. Much of the research in this field is done on so-called body farms, where forensic 
scientists are able to study human decomposition in detail, and over prolonged timespans. 

In the new study, a research team led by Daniel J. Wescott deposited a human corpse in a forested 
area of the 24-acre Forensic Anthropology Research Facility (FARF) in San Marcos, Texas (the 
university accepts whole-body human donations for forensic research). The researchers were 
hoping to study how various scavengers disrupt human remains, and to record the unique 
signatures left by each animal; armed with this sort of data, scientists can better determine the age 
of human remains. To that end, they set up a camera trap, and were fully expecting to see images of 
foxes, raccoons, coyotes, and various birds. 

Around 190 days after the body was deposited—by which time the corpse was reduced to a mere 
skeleton—an unexpected visitor arrived on the scene: a single white tailed deer. In photos, the deer 
could clearly be seen gnawing away at the skeletal remains. A few days later, the deer came back. 
(Or it could have been another deer—the researchers aren’t entirely sure.) This time, photos 
showed what appeared to be a rib bone dangling from the deer’s mouth. 

Deer aren’t the slim, graceful vegans we thought they were. Scientists using field cameras 
have...Read more on io9.gizmodo.com 

Contrary to popular opinion, deers are not true herbivores. Back in 2015, scientists learned that 
some deer like to pluck and eat baby birds directly from the nest. Nice, eh? Deer have also been 
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observed to eat fish, bats, and dead rabbits. These animals are highly adaptable, and they can go 
into scavenger or carnivore mode when the need arises—typically when their usual sources of 
nutrition are absent. In the case of the bone-gnawing deer, the animals were probably trying to 
access dietary minerals. 

Credit: L. A. Meckel et al., 2017/Journal of Forensic Sciences 

“[The] desire to consume bone, is practiced by ungulates [a hoofed mammal] primarily to obtain 
phosphorus in addition to supplementing calcium, sodium, and other minerals that are absent from 
their vegetarian diet during periods of nutritional stress, particularly in the winter months or without 
seasonal preference,” write the authors in their study. Indeed, the Texas State University 
researchers documented the bone-gnawing behavior in January. 

Previous research has shown that deer and other ungulates prefer the dry bones of long-dead 
animals. When they chew on a bone, these animals leave a distinctive forking pattern, which is 
easily identifiable by forensic scientists. This is in contrast to the marks left by carnivores, who 
prefer fresh carcasses and leave puncture marks and pits. 

The characteristic forking signature made by deers when gnawing on bone. (Credit: L. A. Meckel et 
al., 2017/Journal of Forensic Sciences) 

“This [forking] feature has been described by researchers as an artifact caused by the deer and 
other ungulates holding the bone in its mouth like a cigar,” write the researchers. “This is the first 
reported incident in the forensic literature of a deer scavenging human remains indicating that it is 
important to consider deer scavenging when analyzing...modifications to weathered bones in...death 
investigations.” 

The researchers admit that instances like this are bound to be infrequent, but in regions where deer 
are plentiful, forensic scientists should be on the lookout for this forking pattern. As for the rest of us, 
we’ll never look at deer the same way again. 

[Journal of Forensic Sciences via Popular Science] 

George Dvorsky@dvorsky 

George is a contributing editor at Gizmodo and io9. 


©2017 Gizmodo Media Group 
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Demolition crew uncovers hidden vault at Rhode Island State 
House 

Stories from Headlines Network 

8:ii pm providencejournal.com 



PROVIDENCE 






Faded lettering on door says ‘State Returning Board’ but what’s behind it remains a mystery 

PROVIDENCE, R.l. — At first, an original concrete wall was all that contractors could see as they 
ripped away 1970s era paneling, piece by piece, in a basement office at the State House. 

But then the demolition crew exposed some heavy black steel. It was a door. 

A vault door. 

And so late on Thursday, the foreman had some news for Frank A. Montanaro, the General 
Assembly’s legislative services director who has been marshaling renovation work in the building’s 
basement. 

“It’s another artifact,” says Montanaro, who relishes such discoveries. 

The faded lettering on the door of the vault, says “State Returning Board.” 


http://www.providencejournal.com/news/20170522/demolition-crew-uncovers-hidden-vault-at-rhode-island-state-house 
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The board was established in 1901 “to collect, count and tabulate votes,” according to a post on the 
website of Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea. It was also responsible “for keeping records of vote 
outcomes.” 

Montanaro’s best guess is that the old vault — if it is a vault — might contain some old records 
stashed away by the Returning Board or its descendants, including the Board of Vote Tabulation, 
which took over the Returning Board’s duties on its establishment in 1935. 

Of course, the only way to know for sure is to open the door. That poses a challenge. 

The door has a combination lock and Montinaro doesn’t know the magic numbers. 

He says he is trying to spread word through both the active and retired ranks of state government. 

Can someone who might have the combination get in touch with him? 

Another approach, he says, would involve lifting the heavy vault door off its massive hinges. This is 
a substantial undertaking that would require budgetary approval, so it’s not happening anytime soon 
if ever, Montanaro says. 

For now, Montanaro is left to theorize as to what’s behind the steel door. 

It might lead into a fortified room similar to the old armory on the first floor of the State House. 

The former armory and its vault door are part of the office of Senate fiscal staff. That office is directly 
above the basement office that workers are renovating. 

Montanaro considers that a clue. If there is a long-forgotten room in the State House basement, it’s 
likely that the room would be on the other side of the wall in the office of the House policy director, 
Lynne Urbani. 

Montanaro likes to find history in the State House, which was built in 1904. 

Not too long ago he was involved with the discovery and preservation of an old wheel from the 
World War II era that helped drive a ventilation system. 

“You never know what’s going to be behind these walls,” he said. 

© Copyright 2006-2017 GateHouse Media, LLC. All rights reserved • GateHouse News 

Original content available for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons license, except 
where noted. 
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Denmark to abolish blasphemy law after government party changes stance - The Local 


Denmark to abolish blasphemy law after government party changes 

stance thelocal.dk 


The Local 

news.denmark@thelocal.com 
1 June 2017 
10:08 CEST+02:00 

In an about turn on its previous position, 
Denmark’s governing Venstre (Liberal) party 
has announced that it now supports removing 
a blasphemy paragraph from the country’s law 
code. 

The change of stance by the party, the largest 
in the coalition government, means that the 
paragraph will probably be abolished in 

The contentious, 151-year-old law criminalises acts such as burning the Qur’an or Bible. 

But Venstre has now turned back on its previous position against abolishing the paragraph. 

“We have agreed that we support the proposal to abolish the blasphemy paragraph from criminal 
law,” the party’s political spokesperson Jakob Ellemann-Jensen said to DR Tuesday. 

Paragraph number 140 in Denmark’s criminal code states that “persons carrying out public insults or 
denigrating, in this country, lawful religious teachings or worships, may be punished with fines or 
imprisonment up to four months”. 

Several of the party’s MPs have previously stated their opposition to the removal of the anti¬ 
blasphemy clause and also opposed the change of stance now announced. 

Arguments in favour of abolishing the paragraph put forward by the party include recommendations 
by both the EU and Council of Europe to remove the paragraph, as has been done in a number of 
other countries without serious consequences. 

“Some of what has pulled us in the other direction is whether it is necessary for us always to be able 
to say anything to each other, regardless of whether we tread on each other’s feelings. Do we feel 
that is necessary at the moment? Do we think the tone of public debate is too nice? Do we need a 
degradation of that? These are many of the things we have discussed,” said Ellemann-Jensen. 

Despite the diversity of opinions within the party, all Venstre MPs will vote to remove to remove the 
paragraph, reports DR. 

The Danish blasphemy law debate has seen both security and free speech discussed. 

Danish police security agency PET (Politiets efterretningstjeneste) concluded that the risk of terror 
attacks in Denmark could increase without the paragraph, DR reported in April. 



parliament Friday, reports DR. 
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In the same month, the populist Danish People’s Party and left-wing Red Green Alliance 
(Enhedslisten) proposed the abolition of the blasphemy paragraph. 

Conservative minister Soren Pape Poulsen said following the parliamentary proposal that “if we 
didn’t have a blasphemy paragraph today, then we probably wouldn’t make one either.” 

Poulsen said at the time that he would take a closer look at the implications of removing the 
paragraph, noting the security concerns highlighted by PET. 

The parliamentary discussion came after the paragraph was used to press charges against a man 
who published a video of the Qur’an being burned on Facebook, according to DR’s report. 

The most recent use of the paragraph to press charges prior to that incident was in 1971. 

Poulsen's position was criticised by Danish People’s Party justice spokesperson Peter Kofod 
Poulsen. 

“This is relying on a security argument. It’s weak. Every time something happens in the world, our 
leaders stand together and agree that it must not damage our values and our freedom of speech,” 
DR reported Kofod Poulsen as saying during the parliamentary debate. 

But the Venstre U-turn now leaves the Social Democrats as the only parliamentary party now in 
support of retaining the paragraph. 

Social Democrat spokesperson for religion Karen Klint told DR that the likely abolition of the 
paragraph left her feeling uneasy. 

“I have always seen the blasphemy paragraph partly as a paragraph that is rarely used, but 
nevertheless provides a protection for the tone in debates on religion, which can be very tough and 
sometimes ugly and sensitive,” she said. 

Klint said that she felt the relevance of the paragraph was not just related to freedom of speech. 

“We also have that [potential prosecution for making offensive statements, ed.] in the racism 
paragraph. There are other things where freedom of speech comes under certain frameworks. 

“Faith is one of the most sensitive things there is, and world history shows that people react 
differently when their faiths are insulted. That’s why I’m uneasy about as now giving a free pass to 
say anything we want,” she added. 
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House squatter answers door naked; wrestles with deputies - Fox 4 Now WFTX Fort Myers/Cape Coral 


House squatter answers door naked; wrestles with deputies fox4now.com 


2:36 PM, May 17, 2017 


Feliciamae Farrington 

BIG PINE KEY, Fla. (AP) - Authorities 
say a Louisiana woman living illegally in 
a vacant home in Florida answered the 
door naked when a sheriffs deputy 
stopped by to investigate. 

Monroe County Sheriffs spokeswoman 
Becky Herrin says a real estate agent 
called to report that someone was 
staying at the home on Big Pine Key 
without the owner's permission. 

Deputy Richard Wang looked in the window and saw 36-year-old Feliciamae Farrington naked. He 
knocked on the door and she answered, still naked. Farrington refused to get dressed and 
investigators say she fought with Wang as he tried to take her into custody. The struggle continued 
when other deputies arrived. 

Farrington is from Harvey, Louisiana. She's been charged with trespassing, battery on a law 
enforcement officer and resisting arrest. Jail records don't list a lawyer. 

Copyright 2017 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 

Print this article 
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EsoterX 

~ If Monsters Don't Exist, Why Are They Out To Get Me? 

19 Friday May 2017 

The greatest trick the Devil ever played was to hide himself in a musical chord. His satanic 
majesty’s fondness for musicians is well established as he eternally seems to be involving himself in 
musical competitions, crossroads deals with blues singers, inserting coded lyrics that only play 
backwards on heavy metal albums, whispering to Ozzy Osborne, and inspiring numerous 
composers like Tartini and Pagnini to bombastic feats. Back during the Fall, when he lost his day 
job as director of the heavenly choir, the quality of music in Hell must have really irked him. I 
suspect there’s a lot of Carpenter’s muzak just for the sake of irony (that was a Jesus joke for those 
of you who weren’t paying attention). Well, assuming his recording contracts all got cancelled after 
he plummeted into the Pit, he no doubt decided to reinvent his musical oeuvre a la Madonna 
(Ciccone, not the Virgin). Presumably, all but the B-sides in Heaven involved soothing and 
harmonious compositions, but having been robbed of his Grammy, Satan decided to take a different 
tack - the Diabolus in Musica (more commonly known as the Devil’s Tritone, or for the more 
technically adept musicians among you, the diminished or “flatted” fifth). 

Now the consensus is that the Devil’s Tritone sounds a bit spooky. It’s been used to this effect in 
everything from Beethoven’s 1805 opera Fidelio, to Wagner’s Gotterdammerung, to Busta 
Rhymes’s “Woo Hah! Got You All In Check,” not to mention the theme songs to The Simpsons and 
South Park, West Side Story’s “Maria”, Jimi Hendrix’s “Purple Haze”, and pretty much anything by 
Black Sabbath, as one would expect. As to its general creepiness in musical compositions, don’t 
take my word for it, just listen to a basic demonstration (Diabolus in Musica). You can see that there 
is a reason that the Devil’s tritone is great for stuff like Darth Vader’s Imperial March (Darth Vader 
Goes Metal). Our ears find the Diabolus in Musica a tad disturbing, and there are sound technical 
reasons for this. 

A tritone in and of itself is nothing diabolical. It is merely three whole tones, a starting note plus the 
third and fifth tones found along its scale (e.g. C, E, G). Very harmonious. But when you make the 
tritone “restless” say by playing (C, E-flat, G-flat) you get a rather unnerving dissonance and our 
brains wonder when the harmonious chord will come along to provide a peaceful resolution. When 
it never comes, we get all agitated, and this is why it has traditionally been used to represent 
something sinister. 

Theologians of a musical inclination have long eschewed the Devil’s Tritone, all the way back to the 
9th Century A.D. as it was considered unnatural. “This Tritone worried musical theoreticians so 
much in the Middle Ages that they disputed about the substitution of B flat for B in lengthy treatises” 
(Untersteiner, 1902, p32). Some musical historians have suggested that the aversion to the Devil’s 
Tritone is all about the Greeks, and avoided, “the tritone which was regarded throughout the middle 
ages as diabolus in musica, probably not so much for aesthetic reasons as because of its frequent 
occurrence in Greek music and its consequently inevitable evocation of pagan associations” (Gray, 
1928, pi 3). 
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The Devil generally has a rough time of it, what with constantly being thwarted by the celestial 
powers that be. It’s got to take a lot out of a demon, but he can take solace in the fact that instead 
of introducing cacophony and disorder throughout the musical world, his chord would ultimately be 
the centerpiece of several genres of music from blues to heavy metal, regardless of whether he was 
able to ink a deal with the musicians in question. And maybe this is at the heart of the human 
creative spirit, a restlessness with eternal harmony and yearning for contrast. As Joyce Cary said, 
“For good and evil, man is a free creative spirit. This produces the very queer world we live in, a 
world in continuous creation and therefore continuous change and insecurity”. Just don’t bring a 
guitar to the exorcism. 

References 

Gray, Cecil, 1895-1951. The History of Music. New York: Knopf, 1928. 

Untersteiner, Alfredo, 1859-1918. A Short History of Music. [2d ed.] New York: Dodd, Mead and 
company, 1902. 

2 thoughts on “Diabolus in Musica: The Devil is in the Dissonance” 

1 . 

Pamela Storer said: 

May 19, 2017 at 11:45 am 

OK. It’s 4.40 a.m, and I still can’t sleep, so I get up, hit the computer, find your new piece 
[hurray] read with joy - then go to that damned link the first chords of which send real chills all 
over me. And I’m alone in the apartment. Now I’m really not going to sleep!! - But it was a fun 
read before that - thanks. 

2 . 

flood mous esaid: 

May 21,2017 at 1:32 pm 

Strong! And I always enjoy it when rock bands do Star Wars covers - 

Create a free website or blog at WordPress.com. 
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Did 'figure of Jesus' appear over Manizales, Colombia where 17 died in landslide? | Metro News 


'Figure of Jesus' appears over Colombian city where 17 died in 

landslide? metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukThursday 27 Apr 2017 6:48 am 

The light that some have said looks like Jesus (Picture: CEN) 

A cloud formation has been seen as a beacon of hope in a 
city struck by a landslide that killed 17 people. 

Residents of Manizales, Colombia, have taken the beams of 
light through clouds as a sign from God. 

A crowd gathered to film the sunlight slanting through clouds 
where on April 18 a landslide struck as a result of heavy rains. 

It was recorded on a mountain called Sancancio. The shape 
that the locals said was the figure of Jesus provided comfort to 
grieving city folk. 

A woman called Marya de lesus on social media recorded the 
religious experience and shared it online, where many commented that it was a sign of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

She wrote with the video: ‘Jesus Christ was visiting our Colombian town, he calmed down the sky 
and was listened to. God blesses us and glory to Lord and Universe King.’ 


A cloud formation has been seen as a beacon of hope 



Some have taken it as a sign of comfort (Picture: CEN) 


On the video, a man can be heard in the background saying: ‘Oh, my God, my blessed God, come 
here to see the misery. Look at this, look at this, blessing God. Glory to the Lord. Do you see the 



Did 'figure of Jesus' appear over Colombian 
city where 1 7 died in landslide? 
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Lord there, standing up?’ 

The video went viral on social networks and was shared more than 27,700 
times. 

Sandra Mejia said: ‘In this moment of pain, people want to believe it is a 
divine item that gives them hope and strength to keep on living and 
fighting.’ 

Angel Sanchez was among the people who linked the phenomenon to a 
conspiracy theory that NASA is trying to bring about a new world order by 
using mind control: ‘What fools people, have you not heard of the secret 
project called Blue Beam?’ 

However, other people said that this was a simple shaft of sunlight 
breaking through clouds. 

Noe Bazan wrote: This is a natural phenomenon with the light of the sun through different types of 
clouds. It happens in all parts of the world.’ 



Did 'figure of Jesus' appear over 
Colombian city where 1 7 died 
in landslide? 
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Deputies: Disney employee with fake 
Homeland Security badge pulls over driver 
WESH 2 Orlando 
May 31, 2017 

A Disney employee is accused of impersonating a law enforcement officer in Florida. 

Investigators said Brett Smith, 26, even pulled someone over but a nearby sheriffs 
deputy saw it happen. 

The woman in the car said Smith tried to stop her twice, once near Sea World Aquatica 
and later as she came to a red light at Destination Parkway. 

The woman said Smith showed her a badge and said he worked for the FBI, and that he 




was over the police while pointing his finger and yelling at her to watch out. 

When the deputy arrived, he asked Smith what he was doing. Smith allegedly showed 
the deputy a fake badge from Homeland Security that appeared real. 

The arrest report said Smith told the deputy the woman ran over some cones and needed 
to be told how to drive, then said he worked for Disney and was not an employee of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

In the report, Smith said he got the badge and identification for Halloween. 

Disney said told WESH 2 News in Florida that all questions about the arrest needed to 
go through the sheriffs office and that they wouldn't comment further. 

Smith is charged with a felony for falsely impersonating a law enforcement officer. 

Smith could face a maximum penalty of five years in prison and a $5,000 fine. 

https://newsstand.google.com/articles/CAIiEMqM2R26kFaBgPevSi6HYLcqFwgEKg8IACoHCAowv 
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No word on when company will put robots into place 

By: JACKIE WATTLES 

Posted: Apr 08, 2017 03:12 PM PDT 


Updated: Apr 08, 2017 03:12 PM PDT 



NEW YORK (CNNMoney) - Could costumed robots 
one day roam the streets of Walt Disney World? 

A new patent application from Disney suggests it's 
something the company has considered. 

The document says Disney is developing robots, 
including "humanoid robots," that have been "adapted 
for soft contact and/or interaction with a human." 


Disney seeks patent for a'humanoid robot'that can play a character , ,, 

To physically interact with children, 

the filing says, "the inventors understood that the robot should be soft and durable." 


The patent application says Disney has already created a "small, toy-sized" human-looking 
prototype, which was made via 3D printing and encased in soft material. And it was likely based on 
a famed Disney character. 

"This robot's style and other motions...were modeled after a given animated character (e.g., a 
character from an animated film or television show)," the patent application says. 

Disney declined to comment on the patent, and there's no word on when or if the company will 
actually put the robots to work at its parks. 

Copyright 2017 by CNN NewSource. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 


Christopher Flicker - KESQ & CBS Local 2 
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Does it Even Matter if These Vintage Vampire-Killing Kits Are 

Real? atlasobscura.com 


They’re pretty covetable regardless. 

by Eve Kahn 
May 10, 2017 



Around 1970, when movies and TV series 
starring Dracula helped revive interest in 
Eastern Europe’s ancient bloodthirsty undead, 
dealers started catering to the burgeoning 
market for antiques related to vampires. Worn 
wooden boxes full of tarnished weapons, said to 
kill or at least gross out vampires, surfaced 
widely at auctions. They were said to have been 
assembled centuries ago as portable equipment 
to protect travelers. Prices soon reached tens of 
thousands of dollars each for the vampire-killing 
kits, which are typically fitted with pistols, 

. , . . . , . .. wooden stakes, Bibles, crucifixes and rosaries, 

A vampire killing kit from the Royal Armouries m Leeds, not quite ’ ’ ’ 

as vintage as some might think. Item XII.11811 © Royal Armouries plus bottles of garlic powder, holy water and 
Item XII.11811 © Royal Armouries A close-up of some of the items herbal potions. 
in the Royal Armouries vampire-killing kit. Item XII.11811 ©Royal 

Armouries Item XII.11811 © Royal Armouries The Mercer Museum r . 

kit includes gunpowder, a stake crucifix and bullets. Collection of Dozens of the kits have found their way info 
the Mercer Museum. Collection of the Mercer Museum. Vampire- museum collections. Visitors flock to See them. 
Killing Kit. Maker unknown. Courtesy of the Mercer Museum Nobody seems fo mind that in the last few 

Courtesy of the Mercer Museum , . , ... . . . 

years, academics have pored through archives 

and conducted scientific tests indicating how many of the kits now floating around are late-20th- 
century novelties. 



Despite the in-depth articles and museum labels explaining the 
objects’ origins, “belief is stronger than objective evidence,” the 
British weaponry expert Jonathan Ferguson says. He is the curator 
of firearms at the Royal Armouries in Leeds, which owns a 
vampire-killing kit that he describes as “inspired by the movies, not 
Victorian stories and folklore.” The museum acquired it in 2012, 
knowing that it was probably cobbled together in the 1970s or ‘80s. 

The mahogany box, partly lined in velvet, contains a pistol, bullet 
mold and prayer book that are antiques, dating to the 1850s. The 
rest—bottles with cryptic labels, a handwritten psalm quote about 
slaying enemies, banged-up wooden stakes—can be considered 


A vampire killing kit from the Royal 
Armouries in Leeds, not quite as vintage 
as some might think. Item XII.11811 © 
Royal Armouries Item XII. 11811 © Royal 
Armouries A close-up of some of the 
items in the Royal Armouries vampire¬ 
killing kit. Item XII. 11811 © Royal 


handsome Halloween kitsch. 

Keeping these invented artifacts on view nonetheless has scholarly 
value, Ferguson says; they represent the public’s enduring gothic 
fascination with “supernatural creatures and the means to defeat 
them.” 
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Armouries item xii.ii8ii © Royal Winterthur Museum in Delaware has a vampire-killing kit on display 

Mudngmpwtor, a stake cudfikand ln l,s show ' Treasures on Trial: The Art and Science of Detecting 
bullets. Collection of the Mercer Museum Fakes.” The set surfaced in the 1980s as a donation to the Mercer 
Collection of the Mercer Museum. Museum in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. On its leather case’s 

Coadesyofthe Mercer Museum courtesy yellowed paper label, the supposed German manufacturer, a 

of the Mercer Museum professor named Ernst Blomberg, lists its contents including “silver 

bullets,” a supply of his “new serum” and a gun made by the 
Belgian gunsmith Nicholas Plomdeur. The label boasts that the kit will help ward off Eastern 
Europe’s rash of “a particular manifestation of evil known as Vampires." 

Mr. Ferguson has concluded that in the 
1970s, a British antiques dealer with a vivid 
hematological imagination dreamed up the 
Blomberg-Plomdeur fable to make some 
pedestrian guns in his inventory more 
valuable. On the Mercer’s kit, a Winterthur 
team found a variety of scientific red flags: the 
adhesives are modern, Plomdeur’s “silver” 
bullets are pewter, and Blomberg’s paper 
labels could only have been printed after 
1945. Still, some mysteries remain. No one 
knows what lurks inside the glass vials; Linda 

A vampire killing kit from the Royal Armouries in Leeds, not quite as Eaton, the museum S director of collections, 
vintage as some might think. Item XII.11811 © Royal Armouries Item says no one wanted to damage the waxy 

xii.i 1811 ©Royal Armouries a close-up of some of the items in the sea ls to investigate the serum ingredients. 
Royal Armouries vampire-killing kit. Item XII.11811 © Royal 

Armouries Item XII.11811 © Royal Armouries The Mercer Museum kit . . 

includes gunpowder, a stake crucifix and bullets. Collection of the Sleuths who specialize in debunking vampire 
Mercer Museum. Collection of the Mercer Museum. Vampire-Killing legends, including Anthony Flogg, have 

Kit. Maker unknown. Courtesy of the Mercer Museum Courtesy of the posted detailed denunciations of the kits 
Mercer Museum - . ... 

Sometimes the wooden multi-compartment 

cases are obvious fakes, adapted from antique desks or boxes originally used for tools, guns, pens, 
cosmetics, jewelry or musical instruments. Sometimes the bullets tucked inside would not actually fit 
into the barrels of the accompanying guns attributed to Plomdeur. Some anti-vampire potions come 
in bottles with modern screw-top lids, and the stakes and mallets were clearly made of turned wood 
recycled from furniture legs. 



At the Winterthur show, the public is encouraged (somewhat tongue-in-cheek) to try to keep an 
open mind. The kit appears in a gallery section called “You Be the Judge.” The curators’ label 
suggests that well, you never know, it’s a weird world, and maybe there were 19th-century anxious 
travelers girding themselves for potential danger as they headed into Eastern Europe. The 
museum’s text notes that the modern components in the leather box, after all, “might just represent 
replacements and repairs,” and Blomberg kits “have been sold through reputable auction houses.” 

In 2004, Sotheby’s sold a Blomberg kit for $26,400, although the catalog cautioned that “Neither the 
existence of Professor Blomberg nor that of the gunmaker Plomdeur can be confirmed. Also open to 
question is whether these kits were ever employed successfully in the killing of vampires.” In 2011, 
an unsigned vampire killing kit, with 32 components including a map of Transylvania and no less 
than two crucifixes, brought $25,000 at Sotheby’s. For a Blomberg kit that came up at Sotheby’s in 
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2012 and sold for $13,750, the catalog described it 
as “Continental, circa 1900 and later” and had no 
comment on whether the makers were fictional. 


A vampire killing kit from the Royal Armouries in Leeds, not 
quite as vintage as some might think. Item XII.11811 © Royal 
Armouries Item XU.11811 © Royal Armouries A close-up of 
some of the items in the Royal Armouries vampire-killing kit. 

Item XU.11811 © Royal Armouries Item XU.11811 © Royal 
Armouries The Mercer Museum kit includes gunpowder, a 
stake crucifix and bullets. Collection of the Mercer Museum. 
Collection of the Mercer Museum. Vampire-Killing Kit. Maker 
unknown. Courtesy of the Mercer Museum Courtesy of the 
Mercer Museum 


Cory Amsler, a vice president at the Mercer 
Museum, says their kit has boosted attendance for 
decades. It serves as a spooky prop during 
Halloween programs, and it has been used as a 
serious educational tool, to explain centuries of 
woeful misconceptions about the causes of wasting 
diseases. Some visitors have brought in their own 


supposedly antique heirloom kits, to compare to the 
display. All these assemblages of vampire repellents based on late-20th-century pop culture, Amsler 
says, “take on their own narratives going forward. People continue to make their own stories that get 
passed down.” 


David Walker, the head of the auction house’s 19th- 
century furniture department in New York, says he 
remains skeptical of stories that travelers ever used 
the kits for self-protection. He describes the material 
as “very theatrical” as well as “rather elaborate and 
quite whimsical,” and he adds that they generate 
conversation when they’re on view and media 
attention whenever they come up for sale. 


© 2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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Toby the whippet sets new dog balloon-popping world record upi.com 


April 12 (UPI) -- A dog from Canada set a new 
record as the world's fastest balloon-popping 
canine. 

A purebred whippet from Calgary, named 
Toby, set a new Guinness World Record for 
"Fastest time to pop 100 balloons by a dog" by 
bursting the balloons in 36.53 seconds. 

"Toby and I have volunteered as entertainment 
for the community for all of our lives together," 
owner Christie Springs said. "Popping 
balloons was just one of Toby's many talents. 

Toby set the record at the YMCA in Calgary on his 9th birthday as he frantically ran around and 
used his teeth and paws to pop the balloons while Springs cheered him on. 

Springs and Toby were inspired to attempt the record after witnessing previous record-holder, 
Twinkie the Jack Russell terrier, pop 100 balloons in 39.08 seconds in 2016. 

Springs said the two trained by filling a pool with balloons for Toby to pop while entertaining 
neighbors. 
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“Drug-Crazed” Neighbors - Flathead Beacon flatheadbeacon.com 

Flathead Beacon 

By Justin Franz // May 4, 2017 // Police Blotter 

6:51 a.m. A Kalispell man reported that someone had just spent the last few hours trying to break 
into his house. The undeterred burglar finally got into the house and was now making a scene. The 
reporting party wanted law enforcement to remove the man. 

9:38 a.m. A Kalispell man found some weird-looking mushrooms. 

11:16 a.m. A local man called police because one of his “drug-crazed” neighbors stole his chainsaw. 
2:45 p.m. Some rowdy kids drove their 1980s beater through a fence. 

4:14 p.m. A Columbia Falls man reported that his neighbor’s dog is a jerk. 

5:08 p.m. Some books were found in a gully. 

6:16 p.m. A Kalispell woman called police because she believes she has been a victim of fraud. A 
few days earlier, a man claiming to be a police officer called and informed her that she owed the IRS 
more than $1,400 in taxes. The man said the best way for her to pay the IRS was to buy a bunch of 
iTunes gift cards and then call him back with the numbers on the back of each card. The woman did 
as the man said, but after giving it some more thought, she decided it was a pretty weird request 
and called the police. 

© 2017 Flathead Beacon, All Rights Reserved. Use of this site is subject to the Flathead Beacon's 
Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. 

Flathead Beacon 

17 Main Street Kalispell Montana 59901 USA 
(406) 257-9220 
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Watch: Dozens of workers pour out of small van in China - UPI.com 


Police stop six-seat van carrying 40 construction workers upi.com 

By Ben Hooper | May 5, 2017 at 6:25 PM 
Follow @oddnewsupi 

May 5 (UPI) -- Police in China pulled over a van spotted driving slowly and erratically and 
discovered the six-seat vehicle was transporting 40 construction workers. 

Video from the April 30 traffic stop in Chongqing shows workers in construction helmets pouring out 
of the van after it was pulled over. 

Police said there were a total 40 people - 39 men and one woman -- crammed into the van, which 
was designed to carry six passengers, but had its seats taken out. 

The workers were on their way to a construction site in another area of the city. 

Police said the driver was ticketed for overloading and the van was seized. 
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Oregon voters may decide to toss constitutional ban on duels 

By KRISTENA HANSEN 

Apr 8, 1:13 PM EDT ap.Org 



SALEM, Ore. (AP) — The Oregon Legislature may have an unusual request for voters in the next 
general election that harkens back to that fateful summer day in 1804 when a bitter rivalry 
between U.S. Vice President Aaron Burr and the nation's first treasury secretary, Alexander 
Hamilton, was settled with a fatal gunshot. 


Should ongoing discussions in Salem materialize, voters would see a question on their general- 
election ballots asking if a 172-year-old ban on dueling by public officials - as in, the old- 
fashioned way of resolving fights - should be erased from the Oregon Constitution. 


The constitutional ban in question is Article II, Section 9, which says anyone who offers, accepts, 
knowingly participates in a "challenge to fight a duel... or who shall agree to go out of the State 
to fight a duel, shall be ineligible to any office of trust, or profit." (this is exact language from the 
constitution) 


The article was signed into law just 30 minutes after its drafting by the second provisional 
legislature in 1845, almost 15 years before Oregon's statehood, when squabbles were still often 
resolved by duel even decades after Hamilton's death on the opposite side of the country. 


"They decided that it would not be very civil if two members of the Legislature disagreed and 
then shot each other on the front steps of the provisional capital," Republican Sen. Brian Boquist 
said Wednesday during the proposal's first committee hearing. 


Today though, says Boquist, chief sponsor of the proposal, it's an archaic rule that's 
unnecessary for obvious reasons in modern times. 


But, like any change to the constitution, repealing it must be approved by Oregon voters. 


Because this particular constitutional change is being proposed by lawmakers, rather than 
citizens, it must first go through the Legislature's approval process like any other bill. If it passes 
both chambers, the measure will then be referred to voters, rather than the governor, for the 
final say. 

The proposed repeal of Oregon's old ban on dueling would appear on voter ballots as Senate 
Joint Resolution 44, or SJR 44. 


During this week's hearing, Boquist testified that the article is certainly not the only constitutional 
provision that would surprise modern-day Oregonians. 

"I want you to know that most of your stationery is probably in violation of the law because we 
have a constitutional clause as to how we can use our stationery," Boquist informed the 
committee. 


He acknowledged the best option would be to tackle all of these constitutional issues at once, 
rather than piece-by-piece as his proposal would do. The state's constitution still makes 
references to, for instance, slavery and titles of family nobility, he said, while various 
amendments over the years sometimes cause contradictions between sections that could 
become problematic. 

"We also do not have a balanced-budget amendment, contrary to popular belief," Boquist said. 
"The problem with ignoring all those things is that eventually they catch up to us." 

Democratic Sen. Ginny Burdick, who chairs the Senate Rules Committee, kicked off the 
discussion by jokingly calling it "the bill I've been waiting all session for." 
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She later wrapped up the talks with another touch of humor. "Well, I'm deeply disappointed that 
the ambitions for this bill are bigger than dueling, because I was all set to go," Burdick chuckled. 

The sole public testimony came from Dan Meek, a Portland attorney and Oregon Progressive 
Party spokesman, who opposes Boquist's proposal for two reasons. 

"This resolution would allow the candidacies of persons who give or accept challenges to fight 
duels," Meek wrote to the committee. "Also, there is a cost to removing obviously unenforced 
and unenforceable provisions in the Oregon Constitution, including the cost of processing and 
printing this resolution on millions of ballots and processing the results." 

State revenue officials concur, adding that such costs - the amounts of which are unknown until 
election year - would be rolled into the state's expenses for administering elections. 

All proposals, including SJR 44, have until April 18 to clear out of their initial policy committees or 
be referred to a special committee, such as ways and means, or they will fail. 

©2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. 


©2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. Terms under which this site is provided. Learn more about our Privacy Policy. 
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Eerie underwater scenes of lost ship and aircraft wrecks 

By Michelle Douglass 30 May 2017 bbC.CO.uk 


BBC 


BBC 


Eerie underwater scenes of lost ship and aircraft wrecks 



A British WWIIBSA M20 motorbike in the hold of the Thistlegorm. Credit: Anders Nyberg 


Divers 
share their 
most 


mesmerising shots of the lost ships and aircraft that rest on the ocean floor 



Credit: Steve Jones www.millionfish.com 


The wreck of a B-17G Flying 
Fortress that was hit in a bombing 
raid during WW2 off Vis, Croatia. 
(Credit: Steve 

Jones/www.millionfish.com) 

Last year, British photographer 
Steve Jones shot the well- 
preserved wreck of the World War 
Two US bomber B-17G Flying 
Fortress off the island of Vis, 

Croatia. The aircraft crashed in 
1944 after getting hit by anti-aircraft 
fire, killing co-pilot, Ernest Vienneau. 


“In years to come, many of the ships and aircraft lost during the World Wars will be gone 
forever.” 


Diving such sites can be both “exhilarating and spectacular” and “sombre and sad” when there has 
been loss of life, says Jones; something that hit home particularly hard on this shoot. 

The images Jones captured ended up having a surprisingly personal impact after he entered the 
photographs in the Underwater Photographer of the Year awards. His entry was published and 
spotted by the late co-pilot's family who got in touch with Jones. 

“They had never seen images of his resting place,” says Jones. “The follow-on correspondence 
meant even more to me than the dive itself.” 
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British Super Dreadnought HMS 
Audacious was the first British 
Battleship lost in WW1. (Credit: 
Steve Jones/www.millionfish.com) 

“From descending into the massive 
cylindrical turret armour of the WW1 
Battleship HMS Audacious, to 
seeing the deck of the WW2 wreck 
SS Empire Heritage covered in 
Sherman tanks, I’m frequently left in 
awe of what I’ve seen,” he says. 

The conning tower of the British 
submarine HMS Stubborn, which 
was scuttled in 1946 in Malta after 
service during WW2. (Credit: Steve 
Jones/millionfish.com) 

But these relics from one of the 
bloodiest chapters in human history 
are slowly disappearing. 

“In years to come many of the ships 
and aircraft lost during the World 
Wars will be gone forever,” says 
Jones. 

Since wrecks deteriorate over time, he says, photographing them is “capturing a point in history that 
will never be seen again”. 



Credit: Steve Jones www.millionfish.com 



Credit: Steve Jones/millionfish.com 


The Giannis D wreck off Egypt: 
"One of the most attractive 
backgrounds for a photo taken 
inside a wreck are lightbeams 
shining in through portholes." 
(Credit: Anders Nyberg) 

“Underwater photography and 
scuba diving is a form of 
meditation.” 


“When you dive on a wreck that has 

lain on the seabed, sometimes over 

The Giannis D wreck off Egypt, in the Red Sea. Credit: Anders Nyberg g hundred years it's like time Stood 

still,” says Anders Nyberg, a freelance photographer from the Swedish island of Gotland. 



His favourite technique is to showcase familiar objects in the strange, other-worldly setting of the 
deep. 


http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/story/20170404-divers-mesmerisi ng-im ages-of-wrecks?ns_mchannel=social&ns_source= masterbrand_twitter&ns_cam paign= pan_... 2/6 









5/31/2017 


BBC - Earth - Eerie underwater scenes of lost ship and aircraft wrecks 


A British WWII BSA M20 motorbike 
in the hold of the Thistlegorm, which 
lies off Egypt in the Red Sea. 
(Credit: Anders Nyberg) 

“It may be a door handle, a vase or 
a binocular, furniture or a wall with a 
tool that hangs neatly left on the 
wall. It is so I like it, untouched, to 
get the best pictures,” he says. 

Wreck sites like the SS Thistlegorm, 
one of the world’s best-known 
wrecks, are among his favourite to 
photograph, as the area’s diverse 
marine life and beautiful corals make rich, wide-angle photography subjects. 

Nyberg’s most startling experience, though, was not one he managed to capture on camera. 

The SS Hornstein was a German 
cargo steamer that ran aground in 
the Baltic Sea in 1905. (Credit: 
Anders Nyberg) 


He and his wife were diving SS 
President Coolidge, which sank in 
1942 off the island Esparto Santo, 
Vanuatu, when the cargo rooms 
became flooded with blue flashing 
lights. 

Credit: Anders Nyberg 

“Slowly we were totally surrounded by this glitter and I became completely disorientated,” he says. 

The peculiar blue lights turned out to be the biolumiscent eyes of a school offish. The phenomenon 
- thought to attract or illuminate prey - can only be seen in total darkness, so turning on a torch 
would have stopped the effect. 

Nyberg’s advice for getting the perfect underwater shot is to master your diving and camera 
equipment before going into the water. For safety it is important to use a line to follow out, in case 
visibility is poor. 

Diving on wrecks is both exciting and physically and mentally demanding, but it can also be “a form 
of meditation, to relax from the stress of everyday life and work”. 

The USS Kittiwake in Grand Cayman served as a submarine rescue vessel before it was sunk as a 
diving site. (Credit: Jennifer Idol) 

Photographer, designer, and author, Jennifer Idol is the first woman to dive 50 states in her native 
US. 
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Wreck diving etiquette 

1. Respect War Graves 

Treat wrecks with the respect you 
would give a churchyard. 

2. Respect the Wreck 
Environment 

Treat them with the care you would 
give to coral reefs. 

3. Respect the Future 

Take photos rather than souvenirs. 

Credit: Jennifer Idol 

4. Respect Our History 

If you find anything, report it to the Receiver of Wreck. 

5. Respect Yourself 

Make sure that you are appropriately trained for safe wreck diving. 

6. Respect Your Family and Friends 

Some wrecks contain dangerous cargoes or live munitions - don't disturb them. 

7. Respect the Law 

Know and respect maritime laws - and avoid a criminal record. 

Source: British Sub-Aqua Club 

“I particularly enjoy large intact wrecks that are historic and not artificial reefs. Each wreck tells a 
story,” Idol says. 

She describes her experience photographing the U-352 in North Carolina - a WW2 German 
submarine sunk by the US Coast Guard Cutter Icarus, which rests at 35m (115 feet) below the 
surface. 

“It feels like descending through time until you reach a boat much smaller than you expect.” 

To take successful photographs, Idol advises focusing on recognisable features of the wreck. 

“Wrecks easily appear abstract and unidentifiable.” 

“Wrecks easily appear abstract and unidentifiable,” she explains. 

“The bow and stern are obvious exterior shots while a conning tower, wheelhouse, or unique feature 
to a wreck will work on the interior. Using models in an image helps show the scale of a wreck.” 

"Wrecks like the USS Kittiwake can require panoramic treatment to showcase their entirety," - 
Jennifer Idol. (Credit: Jennifer Idol) 

Creating a powerful image takes planning. Idol says it is important photographers consider 
“orientation, condition, and depth” before a shoot. 
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“A ship can be too large to see on 
one dive, especially when setting up 
a photo. Usually, descent lines are 
set in place or boats are moored to 
a line from which you follow to the 
wreck. 

The Eber Ward lying in the straits of 
Mackinac, US,was a wooden bulk 
and package freighter that struck ice 
in 1909. (Credit: Jennifer Idol) 

“If you are creating images inside 
the wreck, it is important to first 
become familiar with the wreck and 
then also to follow necessary diving 
procedures for penetration. This 
may include setting lines or diving 
mixed gases and using redundant 
diving systems.” 

Even to someone as experienced as 
Idol, wrecks can yield surprises. 

“I am sometimes surprised to find 
schools offish, invertebrates, and 
even eels deep inside wrecks,” she 
says. “The life inside a wreck is 
surprising because it feels remote, is dark, and evades currents.” 

The Dragonera off Tarragona, Spain 
was sunk in the 1990s as an 
underwater tourism attraction. 
(Credit: Jordi Benitez) 

“It is very nice.. .to see how the 
sea makes from a huge piece 
of steel a new house for 
fishes” 

“It’s very special to feel you are in a 
place where some years ago there 
was people cruising the seas on it. I 
can imagine a lot of stories about it,” 
says Jordi Benitez, a banker from Spain who started in underwater photography 12 years ago. 

“It is very nice too, to see how the sea makes from a huge piece of steel a new house for fishes, and 
how a new ecosystem is created around the wreck.” 



Credit: Jordi Benitez 



Credit: Jennifer Idol 



Credit: Jennifer Idol 
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BBC - Earth - Eerie underwater scenes of lost ship and aircraft wrecks 


Benitez’ subjects have included the Dragonera in Tarragona - a large ship sunk in the 1990s as an 
underwater tourism attraction - and in the Red Sea the Chrisoula K and Thistlegorm. The former is 
a cargo ship that struck a reef and sank in the 1980s, and the latter a British wartime ship that was 
attacked and sunk in 1941, killing nine people. The Thistlegorm wreck was discovered in the 1950s. 

Chrisoula K in the Red Sea was a 
cargo ship that sunk after striking a 
coral reef. (Credit: Jordi Benitez) 

“I love to dive in the SS Thistlegorm 
because there are still a lot of 
materials from WW2,” says Benitez. 
“You can see bikes, trucks, trains, 
wings of planes... You feel as 
[though] you were travelling 70 
years back.” 

His advice for capturing effective 
underwater photographs is to use a 

“In underwater photography, we use many times strobes and artificial light, but in wrecks, it’s very 
nice to play with natural light, this gives also a special atmosphere to the pictures.” 

For more incredible ocean stories, follow OurBluePlanet on Twitter. Get in touch with to share your 
most magical ocean moments, and for inspiration watch the launch video on the BBC Earth 
YouTube Channel. 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. 
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“very wide-angle lens” and to “play with the light”. 
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Archaeologist: Eldridge park likely contains 40-50 unmarked graves 

ELDRIDGE, Iowa (WQAD) - kcrg.COm 


By Megan Noe, WQAD \ 

Posted: Fri 6:33 AM, Jun 02, 2017 

Dozens of people are likely buried underneath an 
Eldridge park, according to the final report from a state 
archaeologist. 

On Thursday, June 1, professor Glenn Storey explained the results from his University of Iowa lab. 
He used black-and-white images, created using computer software, to explain. 

"I have two, at least two, really very clear rows of graves, not far from where the church was," said 
Storey. 

Earlier this month, Eldridge leaders voted to hire an archaeologist to put some long-standing town 
rumors to rest. Using ground penetrating radar, Storey traced the park property that was once the 
site of a Presbyterian Church, until a tornado destroyed the building in 1918. 

The results, Storey said, are clear. 

"I think there are definitely coffins, and I suspect that several of them must be metal, because they 
stand out so well," said Storey. 

In fact, the radar shows as many as 40 or 50 unmarked graves. 

"I think they're fairly shallow... it's not six feet under. They're much shallower, and I think that's kind 
of typical of a lot of cemeteries in Iowa," said Storey. 

Storey says it's rewarding work, and even though the images are tough to read, they're helping 
bring the community's history into focus. 

"Remembering human individuals is one of the most important things that we can do to honor our 
ancestors and to say we care about the past," said Storey. 

Eldridge leaders have done some research, and they have actually learned the names of several 
people believed to be buried in the park. 

Storey said many cities choose to put up a marker in their honor. 

KCRG-TV9 
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The Enchanted Sex-Word of Scotland’s 
Secret Seduction Society 

(Read the article on one page) 

Seduction, the most noble art. History books across the planet reveal the carnal activities of an 
endless number of femme-fatals, causing nations to collapse and dynasties to crumble. In Ancient 
Greek culture the relationship between persuasion and love (or desire) was so important that a 
goddess, Peitho, personified ‘persuasion’ and ‘seduction’. Medieval myths tell romantic tales of 
courtly love and innocent virgins being won with flattery, favours and sometimes jousting. Just 
beneath the surface however, these stories talk of the primal social movements of men, who since 
the dawn of time have tried every trick in the book to get laid. 

The game has always been played on a pitch full of hazards and hurdles which men have always 
fought to overcome: 1. be noticed in the crowd. 2. make a woman feel special 3. Win that 
woman's trust. 4. Ultimately, get that woman to bed. But imagine a magic word that when 
whispered into the ear of any woman, it teleported you from hurdle 1 to 4 in an instant. Well there 
was one... 
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A sorceress in seduction (public domain) 


Scotland’s Enchanted Seduction Word 

From Abracadabra to the now famous spells of Harry Potter, magic words are no longer the 
reserve of pagans, alchemists, witches, occultists and secret societies. The magical words and 
spells of ancient Scandinavia, the Hispano-Arabic magic of Spain and the traditions passed down 
from ancient Egypt, were presented by scholar Claude Lecouteux in his 2015 book Dictionary of 
Ancient Magic Words and Spells From Abraxas to Zoar. He reveals, “often the more impenetrable 
they seem, the more effective they are” and having been passed down from ancient Babylon, 
Egypt, and Greece, these words and the rituals surrounding them have survived through the 
millennia because they work. 
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Detail, "The Sorceress" by John William Waterhouse. Public Domain; The ‘magic word’, 
Abracadabra, Wikimedia Commons. Deriv. 

A powerful magic word existed in 17th century Scotland, and still does in the remote North 
Highlands, that was believed to be so psychologically and psychically powerful that when 
whispered into any woman's ear they instantly become overwhelmed with carnal desires and a 
pressing need to orgasm. The word was highly-guarded by a quasi-Masonic secret society that 
since the mid-17th century has only accepted membership from men involved with training horses 
in Scotland’s rural communities. The Horseman's Word was a highly mystical secret society which 
developed and protected a deeply esoteric system of agrarian-rituals, which revolved around the 
perceived magical powers of their secret word, which was said to have been given by the Devil 
himself. The earliest record of Scottish horsemen possessing a magical word, with supernatural 
seductive powers, was given by R.Davidson in 1664, in Renfrewshire, Southern Scotland. 


th i 

HORSEMAN 1 :*. 

WOPJ, 


4 $ classical wisdom weekly 


Leather bound book on The Horseman’s Word (Kilmarnock.com) 


This highly-enchanted word enabled horsemen to "draw or jade" any horse rendering them 
immobile at will, which no power on earth could shift until the horseman himself released it." It was 
also believed to have the power to render women powerless and open to carnal suggestion and 
the seductive powers of horsemen were so ingrained in rural Scottish life that an unmarried girl 
made pregnant by a horseman using the magic word, was regarded with no disapproval because 
it was accepted that the ‘Word’ made her "incapable of withstanding the persuasion of her 
seducer.” 


Trying to rationalise the magic of the Horsemen, but not for a second doubting the authenticity of 
their claims, author J.M. McPherson published his findings on the Society of Horsemen in his 
1929 book Primitive Beliefs in the North-East of Scotland, in which he suggested it was "a survival 
of an ancient pagan cult that had been persecuted in the witch trials in the Early Modern period.” 
It was not. 

Rise of The Magic Scottish Horsemen 
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During the early 19th century draft horses first replaced oxen in Aberdeen and the Moray Firth 
and then the ponies of Caithness and Orkney in the north. Those men who could control horses 
began commanding well paid and respectable work and according to esoteric author Ben 
Fernee "The ploughmen did not own the land, the horses, the harness, the ploughs or their 
homes but they took control of the new technology, the horses, and ensured that only a brother of 
the Society of the Horseman's Word might work them... unmarried ploughmen lived hard lives, 
drank hard, played rough and chased women.” 

The Horseman's Word operated as a form of early trade union which protected the secrets of the 
growing number of men who worked with draft horses in north-eastern Scotland. The society 
ensured its members maintained a high standard of training and it defended them against the 
more powerful, and often unfair, land-owners. Between the 17th and 19th century a distinct 
hierarchy existed among farm-servants of which ploughmen and horsemen were at the 
top. Halflins were trainee horsemen of which the best joined the ranks of the Society of the 
Horseman's Word, membership of which conferred three direct benefits - the inner-secrets of 
managing horses and women, and a "man's pay.” 




Old photographs of horses and farm workers in North Fife, Scotland 

During the nineteenth century, Scottish farmers migrated south and leased farms in north eastern 
England and The Horseman's Word was anglicised into the 'Society of Horsemen'. The skills of 
controlling farm animals had been attributed to both witches and ‘cunning folk’ in English folk 
tradition, and such as the American James Samuel Rare were commonly known as "horse 
whisperers", a term that had been brought to England from Ireland in the early nineteenth century. 

The Inner Secrets of the Horsemen 

The Society of the Horseman's Word was structurally and ritually similar to Freemasonry in that 
new members were initiated in a highly-guarded ritual/ceremony and given a series of secret 
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signs and grips by which members could identify one and another in public. When horses were 
finally replaced by tractors in the early 20th century, the horsemen's rituals jigsawed perfectly with 
the pseudo-Biblical history of Freemasonry and their initiation ritual was amalgamated into some 
Scottish Masonic Lodges, especially in Orkney and in north east Scotland. 

Many members of the society have revealed that the horsemen's secret powers were actually 
obtained from the preparation of herbs and oils, which were attractive to both horses and 
women Billy Rennie, from Stuartfield, near Peterhead, is a member of the Society of the 
Horseman’s Word and recently stated "It wasn't the ‘Word’ that really gave the horsemen their 
‘magical’ power, but a knowledge handed down through history...using various herbs and potions, 
the horsemen could make the wildest of horses follow him without halter of bridle, and make it so 
that the horses would not leave the stables without him." 

The horsemen's knowledge of persuasive oils is said to have come from the folklore of The Fens 
of East Anglia and Lincolnshire in England and the mysterious "Toadmen". The Toadmen's 
initiation ritual involved catching and drying male toads before throwing their carcasses into 
running streams under full moons, where all the bones would all be swept downstream, except 
one, a small fork-shaped bone similar in shape to a horses hoof which swirled against the current, 
apparently going up-stream, and became the agent of the horsemen's magical powers. 

The Toadmen's ritual finds its origins in ancient India where Vedic high priests wrapped frogs in 
white linen and gave them astrological benedictions before putting them under ant hills at sunset. 
After the ants had stripped the flesh two bones were kept, one to attract a desired object and the 
other to reject it. The latter was called 'the shovel' and was the supra-scapula bone of the frog. 
The frogs wish-bone, the one revered by the horsemen was the ilium, the chief bone in the frog’s 
pelvic girdle. 



CflfHraj 
5 rcxwo 
off ffog 



Left: The frog’s pelvic girdle resembles part of a horse’s hoof Right: The Ilium bone in a frog’s 

pelvic girdle. 

Records pertaining to the inner-workings of the Society of the Horseman's Word can be found in 
The Ancient Ritual of the Buchan Ploughmen Incorporated with the Antient Horsemen (transmitted 
by W. M. Rennie 2003). Halflins were initiated in the dead of night, in secret, generally beginning 
in a ritually enhanced barn and similar to Freemasonry, candidates were blindfolded and led 
through the ritual by a mentor. The ritual ended at the centre of a field where the candidate shook 
hands with Auld Nick (The Devil) and gripped a cloven hoof. After taking an oath to keep society 
matters secret, to treat horses kindly and to keep the Horseman's Word secret, his blindfold was 
finally removed and he was given the Word - as three words - "Both As One." 

Conclusions 

Both As One is a linguistically rich and carefully structured term that can be interpreted in several 
ways, for example: it can mean the act of holding two reigns in one hand, to control a horse. Or it 
can be taken as meaning to have control over both horses and women. Personally, I think the 
horsemen applied the classic psychological trick - autosuggestion - and polished their own 
seduction myth so deeply into rural society, that women were ‘half-seduced’ before even hearing 
the word. And the fact that one horseman's trick to “activate a lazy horse with a frog bone” 
required “jamming it” into the soft part of a horses upper-inner leg, is very revealing, supporting 
my conclusion that the Horsemen were Scotlands first organised society of professional pickup 
artists who had mastered the oldest game on the planet - seduction. 

Top image: The Sorceress by John William Waterhouse (public domain) 
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of Teotihuacan: Labyrinthine 
Tunnels and Rivers of Mercury 


Few of the modern visitors to 
Teotihuacan are aware of the vast and 
mysterious underworld of caves and 
man-made tunnels that extends under 
much of the ancient site and for miles 
around. The existence of these tunnels 
has been known for centuries, but not 
even the most recent research has been 
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Quick as a Fox, Powerful as a 
Demon: Legendary Foxes and 
Their Trickster/Temptress Ways 

The Life and Death of Ramesses 

II 

Lilith: Ancient Demon, Dark Deity 
or Sex Goddess? 


150,000-Year-Old Pipes Baffle 
Scientists in China: Out of Place 
in Time? 

Ancient Journeys: What was 
Travel Like for the Romans? 

The revolutionary invention of 
the wheel 


able to solve the mystery of their origin 
and purpose. Very much like at Giza, in 
Egypt, these tunnels are rumored to 
connect all the main pyramids by means 
of underground passageways, and 
perhaps even lead to the records of a 
lost civilization. 

Northern Cross and the Birth of 
Shamanism: A Southeastern 
Mystery Story - Part II 

The Riddle of the Rock Piles— 
Effigies and Enigmas: A 
Southeastern Mystery Story - 
Part I 

A Portrait of an Adena Female 
and Women in Adena Society 

Christopher Columbus: Master 
Double Agent and Portugal’s 007 

Uncovering Ancient Pyramid 
Science at Teotihuacan, Where 
Men Become Gods 


OUR MISSION 


ANCIENT IMAGE GALLERIES 


At Ancient Origins, we believe that one of the most important fields of knowledge we can 
pursue as human beings is our beginnings. And while some people may seem content with the 
story as it stands, our view is that there exists countless mysteries, scientific anomalies and 
surprising artifacts that have yet to be discovered and explained. 

The goal of Ancient Origins is to highlight recent archaeological discoveries, peer-reviewed 
academic research and evidence, as well as offering alternative viewpoints and explanations of 
science, archaeology, mythology, religion and history around the globe. 

We’re the only Pop Archaeology site combining scientific research with out-of-the-box 
perspectives. 

By bringing together top experts and authors, this archaeology website explores lost 
civilizations, examines sacred writings, tours ancient places, investigates ancient discoveries 
and questions mysterious happenings. Our open community is dedicated to digging into the 
origins of our species on planet earth, and question wherever the discoveries might take us. 

We seek to retell the story of our beginnings. 



Ancient Origins © 2013 -2017 

Disclaimer - Terms of Publication - Privacy Policy & Cookies - Advertising Policy - We Give Back - Contact us 

A project of Stella Novus - Development and Customization by Novus Web Solutions 
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Engle, New Mexico... An Unusual Ghost Town (GA75) 

ByjimJailleton May 6, 2017 at 6:06 AM Seattlepi.COm 

Note: This is a seattlepi.com reader blog. It is not written or edited by the P-l. The authors are solely 
responsible for content. E-mail us at newmedia@seattlepi.com if you consider a post inappropriate. 

Engle, New Mexico... An Unusual Ghost Town (GA75) 

Mary is no longer available for RV traveling, but we remain good friends. 

Because we have 4,000+ postings, I’ve invited her to continue posting entries on this blog. 

I’m currently in my 22nd year of full-time RVing and my lifestyle is changing, For more info 
click Here 


The motorhome is parked at Mary’s home in Murphys, California. I expect to leave here May 8th. 
While here, I’ll be doing routine maintenance, repairs and general cleaning. 

Since my RVing life is changing (see above), I’m starting to re-visit previously visited places. So 
rather than constantly re-blogging past entries, I’ve decided to do something different. 

In 2011-2013, Mary and I did a 682 day, 12,679 miles in the motorhome and 8,000 miles in the 
Bronco, circumnavigation of the United States, which I called The Great Adventure. I called it so 
because other than my oldest granddaughter’s high school graduation in June in Connecticut, I 

didn’t know where we would be going or when we would be there! 

So, unless I do something really different and unusual warranting a new blog entry, I’ll be posting 
entries from that trip. 

This entry was posted April 9, 2012... 

Yesterday I wrote about the Jornada Del Muerto...the Journey of the Dead. Here’s the link in case 

you missed it... 

http://wp.me/pDCku-49n 

While there, I drove the one-half mile further to the east..to the ghost town of Engle... 

Using two of the Google Earth images from yesterday will help you relate to Engle’s location... 

As always you may left click upon an image to see an enlarged view and then click once 
again to see an even larger view... 

There are a lot of ghost towns in the Southwest. They tend to all be somewhat similar...being 
founded on precious metals finds (e.g. gold, silver) and contain ruins of some of the old buildings 
that used to be there. Not Engle...it’s different. It was founded on Commerce and there are no old 
building ruins. 

So...what is in Engle? Not Much. Here are some photos that I took... 

In this first photo, the building on the right is the headquarters building of the Armandis Ranch, one 
of several ranches owned by Ted Turner... 
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Next a view of the intersection looking east... 


A view of the intersection looking west... 
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And 


DSC04816 DSC04817 

finally all of the seven mailboxes are in one location. I wonder how often they get mail as the 
nearest town is Truth or Consequences. ..17 miles to the west... 


I found this link that gives a good historical 
description of Engle... 
http://www.livingghosttowns.com/engle.htm 


It was an interesting...although a short visit...to see 
this unusual ghost town. 


TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! MARY WROTE A 
MANY GREAT BLOGS...SO WHENEVER SHE 
PUBLISHED A BLOG POSTING THE SAME DAY 
THAT I DID... YOU WILL BE ABLE TO READ HER 
BLOG BY CLICKING THE BELOW LINK! DO IT 
NOW...!!! 

DSC04818 

https://otrwjam.wordpress.com/2012/04/09/orthodox-easter/ 


I HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE PHOTOS. 


Yesterday was partly sunny and 77 degrees. Forecast for today is cloud with a chance of a 
thunderstorm and 65 degrees. 


Enjoying nice weather is another joy in the life of a full-time RVer! 


The red dot on the below map shows my approximate location in the State of California. You may 
double left-click the map to make it larger... 


Enjoying 65-75 degree temperatures with low humidity most of the year is a primary joy in the 
RVing lifestyle! 


“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance you must keep moving”...Albert Einstein 


My current travel rig is a 2006 Fleetwood 26' Class A Motorhome and a towed 1986 Ford Bronco II, 
Eddie Bauer Model. This photo was taken in the desert at Slab City near Niland, California... 
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October 27, 2012, I created a two-minute video titled America The Beautiful. The music America 
The Beautiful is by Christopher W. French. The photos, which I randomly selected, are from the 
states of Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
Montana, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Tennessee, 
Washington and West Virginia (not shown in that order)...are mine. Yup, That’s me standing in front 
of the Post Office in Luckenbach, Texas...Y’all! 


Click this link to start the video. Make sure you have your speakers turned on and go to full 
screen asap. 

http://youtu.be/FfZUzEB4rM8 

If you would like to see my YouTube videos, click this link... 
http://www.youtube.com/user/JimJ1579/videos 

There are more than 700 photo albums in my Picasa Web Albums File. To gain access, you simply 
have to click this link... https://get.google.com/albumarchive/110455945462646142273? 
source=pwa 

If you have not checked out my Ramblin Man’s Photos Blog, you can do so by clicking this link... 
http://ramblinmanphotos.wordpress.com/ 

For more information about my books, click this link: 
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/panamaorbust 
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Escaped rooster and geese cause mayhem inside computer shop 

By Zoey McDougall Rachel Bishop 10:19, 17 APR 2017 Updated 12:05, 17 APR 2017 News m i (TOr. CO . U k 


A rooster and two geese caused mayhem in a computer store after leaping from a shopper's 
suitcase and going on the run. 

The shopper walked into the shop in Russia with a suitcase containing a chicken and two geese. 

But the man shocked fellow customers when the rooster escaped and he rampaged around the 
store chasing after it. 

The bizarre sight was compared to something out of Harry Potter spin-off film Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them, in which the main character has a suitcase full of animals that escape. 

CCTV footage shows the man 
kneeling down in front of the old- 
fashioned suitcase as a rooster 
hops out in the city of Omsk in 
Russia's Omsk Oblast region. 

He then begins chasing after the 
bird as it starts to flap around the 
store. 

The unidentified man finally catches 
the chicken and carries it back to his 
bag. 

At which point the two geese hop out and go for a gander around the IT shop. 

Staff and shoppers watched on in 
bemusement as he struggled to get 
his animals back into the case. 

The strange scene was compared to 
something out Harry Potter spin-off 
film Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them. 

People were quick to draw this 
comparison after the shop CCTV 
footage was posted online. 

One Netizen called ‘Elmir qulieyev’ 
said: "Next thing this man will repeat is a scene from Harry Potter and Deathly Hallows." 

While another named ‘Aleksey Kremikov’ added: "This guy is a very interesting man." 
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Exploding snowman forecasts hot summer for Switzerland 

By News from Elsewhere... 

...as found by BBC Monitoring 

25 April 2017 



If tradition is to be believed, the Swiss will be enjoying a good summer this year. 

The country celebrated Sechselauten this Monday - a spring festival in which hundreds of 
horses parade through the streets of Zurich then gallop around a bonfire, on top of which is the 
Boeoegg - a snowman representing winter. 

The Boeoegg's head is stuffed with firecrackers and the belief is that the faster it explodes, the 
warmer the summer will be. This year it took a relatively quick nine minutes and 56 seconds, 

The Local reports. 

Of course, the reality is that this prediction doesn't always bear out. Last year, it took the 
Boeoegg a record-breaking 43 minutes and 34 seconds long to explode, but the summer was 
still quite hot and dry. 
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The festival has also raised concerns among animal-lovers who fear it places too great a stress 
on the horses taking part, Swiss Info website reports. 

However, veterinary students at the University of Zurich monitored the heart rates of several 
horses in last year's event, and said they found that the horses were only moderately stressed. 
So any raised heartbeats now should be reserved for the question of whether the Boeoegg's 
forecast this year will turn out to be right. 



Next story: Farmers find 'unicorn' among their sheep in Iceland 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 


Related Topics 


Switzerland 


Animal Welfare 


Latest Posts 

Ivan the Terrible statue goes missing after one hour 

Local authority confiscates monument after it is installed "too soon". 
30 April 2017 
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Buffalo beauty contest held in Pakistan 
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Exploding snowman forecasts hot summer for Switzerland 
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Facts, Myths and Jean McConville - Beachcombing's Bizarre 

History Blog strangehistory.net 


The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 


Facts, Myths and Jean McConville May 8 , 2014 


Author: Beach Combing \ in : Actualite, Contemporary, trackback 



The Jean McConville case is now 
history in as much as it took place 
over forty years ago: but it is living, 
bleeding history and in the last days it 
has landed an important Irish politician 
in the cells and rocked the peace 
process in the six counties. For non- 
British and non-Irish readers, who may 
not have heard of JM or her demise, 
the sorry story unwound as follows. In 
Dec 1972 JM was a widow with ten 
children (Helen is holding the picture 
of her mother above), living on the 
Lower Falls Road in Belfast. Elements 
in the local Catholic community - the Falls Road is the green heart of West Belfast - came to 
believe that she had been assisting the British ‘forces of occupation’ (we’ll return to ‘assisting’ in a 
moment). She was consequently ‘arrested’ by the IRA, questioned and, sometime in mid December, 
killed. She was then buried in secret and her body was not found until 2003. The previous few 
sentences are uncontroversial. The IRA admitted in 1999 that it ‘executed’ Jean McConville. The 
IRA excused itself for this killing by asserting in 2005 that JM was a British informer - a spy’ - 
though some regret was expressed about her death: the IRA ‘executed’, by the way, a score plus of 
‘traitors’ in the years of struggle so her killing was a rare but not an unprecedented act. 


While talking about the murder of Jean McConville in a lesson last semester I gave a series of ‘facts’ 
that I later came to suspect were not well founded: though they are repeated endlessly by even the 
most reputable news outlets. This post is an attempt to show these myths/facts for what they 
are and, if there is good evidence for them, to throw open the question to other better 
informed readers/surfers: drbeachcombing AT yahoo DOT com As regular readers will know I 
have a longstanding fascination in the way myth and history conflate. 


1) Jean McConville was killed because she had gone to the aid of a wounded British soldier. 

There is something particularly revolting about the idea that anyone should be inconvenienced, 
punished, let alone killed for helping an injured man or woman, be they friend or enemy. But did 
such a thing actually happen? The family - namely the surviving children - say that it did. The 
Ombudsman Report underlines though that any such event was apparently disconnected to the 
killing: ‘Mrs McConville’s children recall that she went to help a soldier who had been shot but recall 
that the incident happened before their father’s death in January 1972, which was a year before the 
abduction, when they were living at a different address.’ Interestingly a similar incident did happen 
at an address within yards of JM’s final home but to a different person. One Mary Kennedy helped 
a British soldier who’d got a brick on his head and she got graffitted for her troubles by local toughs. 
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The IRA, of course, claim that JM was killed for being an informer and not for any help she may or 
may not have given to a soldier. At this distance from the actual events perhaps the safest 
forumulation is that JM helped an injured soldier but this did not lead directly (or indirectly?) to her 
killing. 

2) It has been demonstrated that Jean McConville was not a British informer. Here it should be 
noted immediately that the British did use informers in Republican areas. And JM who had 
converted to Catholicism to get married but who was born Protestant and whose husband had 
served in the British army sounds like a likely candidate for British intelligence. Nuala O’Loan the 
first Police Ombudsman in Northern Ireland went on record, in 2006, as saying that she had looked 
through intelligence reports from those years and had found no evidence that JM had helped the 
authorities: ‘[JM] was an innocent woman who was abducted and murdered’. But to what extent 
were records complete? Had the records been vetted? Is it possible that some informers were off 
the books? Was there overlap with different agencies? Here an absence of evidence may not be as 
decisive as it appeared to O’Loan. Likewise, the fact that the children of the murdered woman claim 
that she was not an informer is inconclusive. Would they have known? Mrs McConville would have 
been particularly irresponsible to have told her family. The IRA insist, meanwhile, that JM was a 
British informer. Various sources with IRA connections in Belfast, among them Evelyn Gilroy state 
that a radio was found in JM’s house. (Normal British protocol in Nl in the 1970s?! I’ve not been able 
to find out.) It is difficult to believe that the IRA would have taken such drastic action as killing a 
civilian without excellent proof: but having said this their publicly admitted acts in this case hardly 
instill confidence in their humanity or their political nouse. 

3) Jean McConville was tortured before she was killed. This is repeated again and again in 
reports. However, Marie Cassidy, the Irish State Pathologist responsible for examining JM’s 
skeleton stated that there was ‘no evidence on her skeleton to show she had suffered any other 
injuries before her death’, the one injury that was recorded was a bullet wound to the back of the 
head. None of this to say that JM was not intimidated, maltreated or tortured, perhaps for 
information prior to being murdered. But there is no forensic proof for this and until someone 
involved in the killing comes forward and says that torture took place there is no reason for claiming 
that it did. The last glimpse we have of JM from a reliable (?) witness is the IRA driver (Dolours 
Price) who took her over the border to be killed and who claims that JM incriminated herself while 
speaking in the car. According to this witness JM was ‘foul-mouthed’ and disrespectful of the IRA on 
the trip, believing that she was being driven somewhere safe (the reaction of a relieved woman?): 
she did not know she was being escorted to her death. 

4) The IRA refused to give up Jean McConville’s body. In 1999 as the peace process was 
getting underway the IRA admitted to having killing JM and several other ‘traitors’: they also 
admitted that these bodies had been buried secretly. They were, naturally enough, asked for the 
bodies on behalf of still grieving families and there seems to have been a sincere attempt to supply 
locations. In many cases the bodies were not found simply because the exact burial place had been 
forgotten: some of these bodies are still ‘out there’. The information in the case of JM was 
indicatively correct but not precise enough for a body to be found. The corpse only turned up on the 
beach at Templetown in 2003 when it was found by chance after a storm. 

Can these threads be drawn together to make something meaningful out of a dreadful event and the 
way we report and remember the past? Perhaps the first thing to say is that the IRA acted brutally 
and stupidly. A one time member of the IRA, already mentioned above, Evelyn Gilroy, who had 
close family connections in the area, summed it up particularly well. She believed that JM was an 
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informer but that JM’s killing was a mistake: ‘I can’t get my head around how the IRA would kill a 
mother with all those wee children. They could easily have ordered her out of the country and put 
her on a boat to England or Scotland with her kids. She should never have been executed.’ The 
youngest children were six (twins), the oldest (at home) was seventeen: the elder daughter who was 
twenty was ill in hospital. The father had died in January of the same year after a battle with cancer. 
If only for public relations it would be foolish to kill someone who was in such a difficult situation and 
on whom so many innocents depended. Even Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein politician, who according 
to some sources ordered the killing, has admitted as much in statements in recent years. Then, 
there is the broader question about whether JM was ‘guilty’. The only evidence external to the IRA 
claim of a radio is that JM had been physically abused some nights before she was abducted at a 
local bingo evening: British military sources, incidentally, concur with this. It seems that there was 
rising suspicion among her neighbours about this outsider, with a Protestant past and a dead soldier 
husband. But were these suspicions based on good information (perhaps an IRA investigation) or 
was it just a local witch hunt? The kind of people that beat each other up at bingo evenings are not 
normally bona fide witnesses. If the IRA acted solely on the basis of a bingo hall rumour then they 
acted not just horribly but despicabaly and this murder stands as one of the most dreadful acts in 
their sanguinary history. With renewed legal interest in the case, some more definite answers may 
now start to leak out and just possibly some heads may be put on blocks. As to the four factoids 
above... These four have grown up around the case not because of British propaganda or willful 
misunderstandings: they have grown up because they chime with the fundamental injustice of what 
happened sometime in December 1972 to a mother often children, most of whom would spend the 
rest of their childhood, separated from each other, in institutions. 

At the coda of this piece it should be noted that the present case has remained ‘news’ and justice 
may one day be done thanks to the children, the only people to come out of the events of 1972 with 
any credit. Though there is not time to cover the other facts of the case here, the police and the 
British government failed the family in the immediate aftermath and the years that followed: it 
beggars belief but the first proper investigation into JM’s death took place in 1995. 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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Fake Cheesecake Factory sign sparks buzz in New Mexico city yahoo.com 


AP Associated PressJune 2, 2017 

LAS CRUCES, N.M. (AP) — A construction site in southern New Mexico, which sparked buzz with a 
fake sign announcing it as a future home of a Cheesecake Factory, is really a future emergency 
center. 

The Las Cruces Sun-News reports (https://goo.gl/alJF5k) that officials say pranksters put up the 
bogus sign on a gate as a joke. 

Still, the fake sign announcing "The Cheesecake Factory Fall 2017" and another one saying "Dave 
and Busters Coming Soon" generated excitement on social media in Las Cruces, a city of 100,000 
people near the U.S.-Mexico border. 

City officials dashed those hopes Thursday by confirming the site is destined to be an emergency 
department for MountainView Regional Medical Center. 

The Las Cruces Police Department says the pranksters could face charges. 


Information from: Las Cruces Sun-News, http://www.lcsun-news.com 
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Could his £50m shipwreck be the downfall of Damien Hirst? | Daily Mail Online 


Could his £50m fake shipwreck be the downfall of Damien Hirst? 

30 / 03/17 dailymail.co.uk 

Damian Hirst's latest exhibition features a total of 189 
works he produced at a personal cost somewhere in 
.COm the reg j on of £50million 

I'm in a gondola on the Grand Canal in Venice, bobbing about in front of a giant statue of a horse 
being strangled by a serpent. 

There is a man in the middle of this unholy mix, about to have his head swallowed by the creature 
that is poised for all eternity with mouth ajar, fangs at the ready. 

As a motif for what lies ahead, it has a certain resonance. 

The statue, The Fate Of A Banished Man (Rearing), is guarding the entrance to the Palazzo Grassi, 
where today the Greatest Show On Earth - if the headlines around the world are to believed - 
opens to the public. 

The artist responsible for the hoohah is of course Damien Hirst, the bad boy of Britart, worth an 
estimated £250 million, who has placed his head into jaws of the art critics once more in a bid to 
prove he's still the man with the Midas brush. 

A decade in the making, the show is seen as a gamble on the grandest of scales to bolster his 
flagging reputation. The art world, like the fashion world, has notoriously fickle tastes. 

No one knows that better than the man who has helped house the Hirst extravaganza in his two 
Venice palazzos - French fashion billionaire Francois Pinault, owner of a string of luxury brands 
including Gucci, Yves Saint Laurent and Alexander McQueen. 

So I've been sent here to see if the Hirst reboot is more Primark than Prada. 

Despite being initially banned, I manage to talk my way into the private view on Saturday afternoon 
(the security men are every bit as ferocious as those outside a Dior catwalk show, all walkie-talkies, 
mahogany tans and giant sunglasses). 

When I leave the gallery, I am more puzzled than ever about what motivates a man to produce 189 
works at a reputed personal cost of £50 million and an entire decade of his time. 

My overwhelming feeling is that I have just been to a Dolce & Gabbana fashion show. 

Hundreds of craftsmen were enlisted to toil away on Hirst's behalf on items such as this medusa 
head, worth £3.23million, which kept breaking 

His fake coral pieces are embellished with worms, creepy crabs and sea creatures and make you 
feel as if you are scuba diving 


Daily mail 
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Could his £50m shipwreck be the downfall of Damien Hirst? | Daily Mail Online 



It's all very colourful, glitzy and embellished, 
and everyone is mwah-mwahing and 
clapping, but would you actually want to wear 
it? 


The exhibition, entitled Treasures From The 
Wreck Of The Unbelievable, is based around 
a fantastical (and fictional) story. 

The Unbelievable, visitors are led to believe 
with fake bits of video footage on tiny 
screens, is a vast wreck, discovered off the 
coast of East Africa. 

The concept for 
Hirst's exhibition is a 
fictitious shipwreck 
that sank artistic 
treasures to the 
bottom of the sea 

A cracked hull was all 
that remained of a 
ship once owned by 
Cif Amotan II, a 
former slave who 
amassed a fortune. 



He bought treasures, and loaded them aboard the Apistos (a word that translates from the Koine 
Greek as 'unbelievable'), their destination a purpose-built temple. 

The ship foundered, so Hirst's story goes, 'to the realm of myth and spawning myriad permutations 
of this story of ambition, avarice, splendour and hubris'. 

The collection lay undisturbed for two millennia, before being discovered and hoisted to dry land 
and, subsequently, to Venice for the Biennale. 

Just one problem. It's a shipload of crock. How on earth did Kate Moss's visage get down to the 
bottom of the sea, or Mickey Mouse and Pluto, or characters from Transformers - all among the 
supposed treasures? 

It's brilliantly accomplished (the marble shrouds have such realistic wrinkles I want to straighten 
them) but all rather hollow. 

I once asked Tracey Emin why, if she was stuck for the odd million, she couldn't just quickly paint 
something, or rustle up another carving of her cat, Docket. 'It doesn't work like that,' she told me. 
'You have to have something to say.' 

Her art was introspective. She mines her soul. Unlike Hirst, who mines anywhere he can dig up 
diamonds, emeralds, gold. 
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Could his £50m shipwreck be the downfall of Damien Hirst? | Daily Mail Online 


The exhibition, which is showing in Venice, is the 
culmination of a decade-long effort to re-establish Hirst's 
flagging reputation 

There is an 18m tall statue in one courtyard, a Buddha 
made from one enormous piece of jade and a silver room, 
which is when, for me, it all became a bit 'ground-floor of 
Harrods'. 

There is a marble head with two rare emeralds as its eyes 
(the natural flaws act as irises), and lots of skulls, which 
don't bring to mind death and finality and time, as they are 
supposed to if the rather mixed reviews in the arts pages 

No. I kept picturing Johnny Depp in his pirate garb; all we needed was a parrot and Keira Knightley. 

I'm afraid Hirst's oeuvre is now so diluted, it resembles a glass of Ribena (children will love this 
exhibition, with its mix of gore and wonder and scale). But there were some highlights. 

I enjoyed his fake coral pieces, embellished with worms, creepy crabs and sea creatures. The 
colours are so vibrant you feel you are scuba diving, but it can't touch the real thing for beauty. 

I loved, too, the small, solid gold animals and a giant clam shell that looked so real I wanted to 
stroke it. 

The idea of showing a sculpture of a woman in three stages - as a relic, after restoration, and in 
perfect reproduction - is clever, but reminded me of me, before and after my facelift. 

My favourite of all, though, were the drawings - the crowd were speaking in Italian, but I kept 
hearing the name Michelangelo, over and over. 

But as I moved from room to room, I was left wondering whether Hirst's wealth has left him so 
isolated from reality he can only think about his bank balance (all the pieces will go into storage 
once the exhibition closes, after that, limited edition copies will go on sale). 

My belief is that art is like a diamond or a pearl: it needs pressure and grit to make it perfect. 

While there is much to admire, not least the work of hundreds and hundreds of craftsmen who have 
been toiling away on Hirst's behalf (the £3.23 million Medusa kept breaking), I kept coming back to 
one awkward question. 

Is Damien the only man on earth who hasn't heard the phrase: 'Size doesn't matter'? 
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Family shocked after six-month-old’s casket found floating above ground - AOL News 


Family shocked after discovering 6-month-old's casket floating above 
ground aol.com 

May 30th 2017 8:55PM 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (WREG) — A Mid-South family wants answers after visiting the graves of loved 
ones and finding one of their caskets above ground, floating in a pool of water. 

Tony Jones said he and other relatives got to the New Park Cemetery in Whitehaven every year to 
visit and clean up the grave sites. 

They were shocked to find the casket of his 6-month-old grandson, who was supposed to be buried 
nine days ago, above ground and wet. 

"You know you bring your loved ones out here thinking that this is the last and then you get a phone 
call and then the emotions come up all over again." 

Jones said they will try to pump the water out of the grave and use some nearby dirt to cover it. 
They have not been able to reach the cemetery for help. 

©2017 AOL Inc. 
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Family who have lived with grandad's corpse for 12 YEARS inject body with preserving chemical and 'believe he is alive' 


Family have lived with grandad's corpse for 12 YEARS and 'believe he is 
alive' thesun.ie 


The Irish Sun, A News Ireland Company 
Irish Sun 

VILLAGERS in a remote part of Indonesia have revealed their unique tradition of keeping their dead 
relatives in their homes for years and treating them as if they were still alive. 

The Toraja community on the island of South Sulawesi do not consider their deceased family 
members to be dead until their funerals - which can be a long time after they die. 

In the meantime, the corpses are 
lovingly preserved with the chemical 
formalin and kept in their family 
home. 

People treat them like they are still 
alive, bringing them food, drink and 
cigarettes twice a day. 

They also wash them and change 
their clothes regularly, leave the 
light on at night - and even leave a 
bowl in the corner of the room for 
their toilet. 

The BBC visited one such family who 
are still keeping a family member’s 
body in their home some 12 years 
after he died. 

When other relatives come to visit and 
ask after her dad, Mamak Lisa tells 
them he’s still sick. 

She brings them into a small room and 
addresses the body lying in a coffin 
there, saying: “Father we have some 
visitors here to see you - I hope this 
doesn’t make you uncomfortable or 

And when her kids run into the room shouting and asking why their grandfather is always sleeping, 
she tells them: “Shhh... Stop disturbing granddad.” 

Village in Indonesia where families keep loved ones' bodies in the house for years 

Toraja people believe the bodies can still hear them and their spirits will be angry if they are not 
looked after in this way until their funerals. 



Mamak Lisa brings visitors in to see her ‘sick’ father who died years ago 

angry.” 
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Family who have lived with grandad's corpse for 12 YEARS inject body with preserving chemical and 'believe he is alive' 



Even after their funerals, the dead are dug up every few years 



The dead are dressed in fresh clothes and given food before being re-buried 


Mamak Lisa says: “Although we're 
all Christians, relatives often visit 
him or call on the phone to see how 
Dad's doing, because we believe 
that he can hear us and is still 
around.” 

But it often takes many years to 
bury the dead as they need to save 
up for the lavish ceremonies - which 
can cost up to ten times the average 
annual salary in the country. 

They can last for days as animals 
are sacrificed and whole 
communities celebrate the soul of 
their loved one finally making the 
journey to the afterlife. 

Torajans are interred in caves or 
tombs rather than buried in the 
ground, while wooden models of the 
dead are then dressed up in their 
clothes as a tribute to them. 

But even then, the funeral is not the 
end of the relationship. 


Every couple of years, families dig 
their dead relatives up and dress 
them in fresh clothes for 
ceremonies. 

They also bring them fresh food and 
cigarettes to renew social bonds 
before placing them back in their 
graves. 

©News Group Newspapers Limited 
in England No. 679215 Registered 
office: 1 London Bridge Street, 
London, SE1 9GF. "The Sun", 

"Sun", "Sun Online" are registered trademarks or trade names of News Group Newspapers Limited. 
This service is provided on News Group Newspapers' Limited's Standard Terms and Conditions in 
accordance with our Privacy & Cookie Policy. To inquire about a licence to reproduce material, visit 
our Syndication site. View our online Press Pack. For other inquiries Contact Us. To see all content 
on The Sun, please use the Site Map. The Sun website is regulated by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO) 



Torajans make wooden models of the dead and dress them up in their clothes 
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Fantastic Voyage: Polynesian Seafaring Canoe Completes Its Globe-Circling Journey - Scientific American 


Fantastic Voyage: Polynesian Seafaring Canoe Completes Its 

Globe-Circling Journey scientificamerican.com 


The Hokule'a vessel is set to finish its first circumnavigation later this week in Honolulu 
• By Richard Schiffman on June 13, 2017 


Credit: Na‘alehu Anthony, Owi TV, and 
Polynesian Voyaging Society. 

On June 17, a 62-foot-long double-hulled 
canoe is slated to arrive in Honolulu, 
completing the first-ever round-the-world 
voyage by a traditional Polynesian vessel—a 
predecessor of the modern catamaran. 

The trip began in May 2014 when the 
Hok0le‘a (Hawaiian for Arcturus, a guiding 
zenith star for seafarers) sailed westward from 
Hilo on Hawaii’s Big Island. Since then it has 
plied five oceans, visited 19 countries and traversed more than 40,000 nautical miles. 

Nainoa Thompson, president of the Polynesian Voyaging Society, which organized the expedition, 
has called oceangoing vessels like the H6kule‘a “the spaceships of our ancestors,” adding, “If you 
took all of the genius that has allowed us to put a man on the moon and applied it to an 
understanding of the ocean, what you would get is Polynesia.” 

The round-the-world journey was planned in part to celebrate Polynesia’s seafaring achievements in 
developing and using a unique form of traditional navigation. During an era when most Western 
sailors still feared to leave sight of shore because they had not yet developed a way of determining 
longitude, Pacific islanders were already routinely crisscrossing a region spanning 25 million square 
kilometers—an oceanic world covering nearly one quarter of Earth’s surface—according to Wade 
Davis, an Explorer-in-Residence at the National Geographic Society and author of The Wayfinders: 
Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the Modern World. 

Voyage Map of Hokule'a. Credit: Polynesian 
Voyaging Society 

For much of the 20th century, anthropologists 
assumed the thousands of far-flung islands of 
the Pacific were settled after being accidentally 
found by sailors who were driven off course by 
storms. But native Polynesians have long 
argued, based on their oral traditions and 
nautical lore, that settlement was the result of 
deliberate journeys of exploration and 
colonization undertaken by highly skilled 
navigators. “For centuries, Europeans stubbornly 


/' mAlama honua worldwide voyage 
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refused to acknowledge Polynesian achievements because they simply could not believe that a so- 
called primitive society was demonstrably better at navigation than they were,” Davis says. 

Thompson was trained in the vanishing Pacific art of “wayfinding” by Mau Piailug of Micronesia— 
one of the last of the traditionally schooled navigators—who died in 2010. Following Piailug’s 
instructions, the Hdkule‘a has been guided entirely without modern navigational aids such as 
nautical charts, compasses and GPS, instead relying on observation of the position of celestial 
bodies, the direction of waves and the movement of seabirds to set its course. To accurately 
maintain their bearing at night, the Hokule‘a navigators had to memorize the nightly courses of more 
than 200 stars, along with their precise rising and setting locations on the horizon. 

Although ancient in design, the Hokule'a was constructed in part from modern materials including 
plywood, which has replaced the scarce seasoned Hawaiian koa wood that would have framed the 
hulls of ancestral craft. The craft also has Dacron sails instead of ones woven from traditional 
lauhala leaves. The 17-member rotating crew, whose members each served monthlong stints, 
supplemented their packaged foods and water with fish they caught during the voyage and 
rainwater. 

The current circumnavigation is the latest and most ambitious of a series of interisland journeys that 
have taken place since the Hdkule‘a was first launched in 1975. Transoceanic voyages like the 
present one are believed to have largely ended in Polynesia with European contact more than four 
centuries ago, and many Polynesians credit the current revival of long-distance canoe voyages with 
having initiated a cultural renaissance. 

Anthropologists have long debated how the Pacific islands—separated by thousands of miles of 
open ocean—were first settled. In 1947 Norwegian adventurer Thor Heyerdahl sailed the balsa 
wood raft Kon-Tiki from the Peruvian coast to Polynesia to advocate his idea the region was 
colonized from the east by descendants of the Incas. Heyerdahl’s theory, however, has been widely 
contradicted by more recent linguistic and ethnobotanical evidence that indicates human migration 
began in Southeast Asia and proceeded eastward in stages to Melanesia and then to the islands of 
Micronesia and Polynesia over the course of several millennia. 

In their effort to retrace ancient voyages the HokOle‘a crew learned the habits of land-based 
seabirds in order to better assess their distance from islands: to them, a white tern meant land was 
within 200 kilometers whereas boobies rarely venture more than 40 kilometers from the shore. The 
crew was also taught to read cloud patterns, sunset colors and the size of halos around stars to 
learn what such phenomena might portend about approaching weather. 

The crew’s ancient predecessors purportedly had even more nuanced methods of reading the 
physical environment for navigational cues. Davis says islands in the Pacific create their own unique 
wave patterns according to factors like coastal shape, just as bells of different sizes and materials 
create distinctive sounds. Highly experienced Polynesian navigators of old could know which island 
they were approaching based on the fingerprint-like resonance of the waves it radiates, Davis adds. 
“There are skill sets that humans have acquired when needs demand it that are lost when they are 
no longer relevant,” he says. By feeling the beat of water against the hulls of their vessels, 
traditional Polynesian navigators like Mau Piailug could determine the size and direction of up to five 
different ocean swells, helping them to orient themselves and detect the approach of distant 
weather, Davis explains. 
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Master navigator Nainoa Thompson 
measuring the sun at sunset, which 
is one of the most critical times of 
day for non-instrument navigators. 
Credit: Owi TV, and Polynesian 
Voyaging Society 

“If science is based on inquiry, 
observation and exploration, then 
the ancient Polynesians were 
supreme ocean scientists,” 
Thompson says. He adds, however, 
that navigators did more than just 
accumulate objective knowledge about the natural world. He tells the story of his teacher Piailug, 
whose grandfather (also a navigator) used to throw young Piailug into the sea so the boy could 
“know the waves from the inside.” According to Thompson, “The difference between Mau’s science 
and modern science is that modern science separates itself from its objects of observation. In Mau’s 
science you are the waves, you are the wind, you are the stars.” He contends this can lead to a 
state of “knowing without knowing how you know,” in which navigators can make the right decisions 
when there are few cues that others would find obvious. 

The voyages of the Hokule‘a over the decades have been eagerly followed by islanders throughout 
the Pacific. Former crew member Sam ‘Ohu Gon, a senior science and cultural advisor for the 
Nature Conservancy of Hawaii, believes they have helped to restore pride in Polynesian culture, 
which had been suppressed during the centuries of colonial rule. “It sparked a realization that the 
peoples of the Pacific are not separated by the oceans but connected by them,” Gon says. 

For example, the teaching of Hawaiian language in public schools was long banned, and according 
to Gon the last exclusive native speakers were dying in the 1960s. “But due in large part to the 
inspiration of these voyages, which have become a symbol of Hawaiian identity,” he says, “the 
language is now being revived and taught in high schools and language-immersion schools 
throughout Hawaii.” In 1996 Hawaiian was established as an official state language, allowing it to be 
used to draft documents and legislation. 

Gon goes on to say the goal of the Hokule‘a voyages has shifted away from merely demonstrating 
the power of traditional knowledge to advocating for environmental protection. The latest round-the- 
world voyage, called “Malama Honua’’ (which in Hawaiian means “to care for our island Earth”) aims 
especially to focus public attention on the worsening plight of the world’s oceans. 

Thompson says he has seen big changes in the sea since he started voyaging in the 1970s. 
Nowadays when the crew fishes to supplement their diet, the catch is meager. “We recently sailed 
1,100 [kilometers] from Mauritius to Madagascar without catching a single fish,” he says. “Fully 90 
percent of the edible fish have already been taken out of the seas.” 

Reefs, which feed and protect the inhabitants of small islands, are bleaching yearly in many places. 
Thompson finds a sense of gloom and depression has descended in many of these areas. “We’ve 
had so many painful conversations with folks who know they are going to lose their islands due to 
climate change,” he says. 
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Chip Fletcher, a coastal geologist at the University of Hawaii at Manoa who has served as one of 
Thompson’s scientific collaborators, believes “the immediate threat is not that sea level rise is 
drowning the atolls and low-lying islands of the Pacific but that saltwater is already bubbling up into 
aquifers, challenging the freshwater capacity on which coastal communities depend.” 

Fletcher says sea level rise is happening three times faster this century than the average during the 
previous one, with some recent models suggesting levels in the Pacific may be two or even three 
meters higher by the end of the century. Dangerous hurricanes are also proliferating and moving 
into more temperate regions as warming causes the tropical zone to expand. Hawaii itself has 
experienced more frequent and larger storms in recent years, Fletcher says. And droughts, a real 
threat to freshwater-poor islands, are increasing as El Nino weather systems become more severe. 

“The irony is that the Pacific islands have nothing to do with creating climate change but they are 
the ones who are suffering the most,” Thompson says. But he is optimistic that the looming crisis 
has sparked an unprecedented awakening. “It is the Pacific's time,” he says. "The good news is that 
we found thousands of people there full of aloha, full of compassion and caring for the Earth and for 
the oceans, which give us our life. The news from the Pacific is not good. Yet the spirit of the people 
we met on the voyage leaves me feeling incredibly strengthened and inspired.” 

© 2017 Scientific American, a Division of Nature America, Inc. 
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Female pensioner spared jail after having sex with dogs at 'bestiality party' claiming she didn't know it was illegal - Mirror Online 


OAP had sex with dogs at 'bestiality party' - but didn't know it was 
illegal 

By Scarlet Howes 18:10, 10 APR 2017 Updated 18:57, 10 APR 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


A female pensioner who was filmed having sex with dogs has been spared jail by a judge. 

Carol Bowditch, 64, had sex with a St Bernard, a black labrador and an Alsatian claiming later she 
did not realise that it was illegal. 

Her activities were exposed as a result of an RAF Police investigation which centred on a man 
identified as organising a bizarre sex party . 

Owners watched their dogs having sex with women, who then had sex with the men. 

Details of the event were later posted on an internet forum specialising in bestiality. 

The investigation led police to visit Bowditch and when her home was searched officers found a 
DVD and a USB stick which both contained film of her with dogs. 

Victoria Rose, prosecuting, told Lincoln Crown Court "When the DVD 
was analysed it was found to contain extreme images. 

"Those images portrayed persons committing penetrative sexual acts 
with dogs. 

"Also included were images of this defendant herself carrying out 
sexual activity. 

"Included was an eight minute and 59 seconds video of Mrs Bowditch 
engaging in vaginal and oral sex with a St Bernard dog named Oscar. 

"When the defendant was interviewed she admitted she had 
penetrative sex with dogs. 

"She accepted it had taken place over several years. She was unaware it was illegal." 

Miss Rose said that at least eight photographs 
were found of Bowditch having sex with dogs 
and 30 moving images. 

Bowditch, 64, of Evedon, Lines, admitted a 
charge of having sexual intercourse with an 
animal between 13 November 2011 and 25 
November 2014. 

She also admitted possession of 37 extreme 
pornographic images on 21 March 2016. 

Daniel Galloway, 65, of the same address, 
admitted aiding and abetting Bowditch to have 



intercourse with an animal. 
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He also admitted charges of making indecent images of children, possession of a prohibited image 
of a child, distributing 1,861 indecent images of children and possession of extreme pornography. 

His sentence was adjourned to a later date. 

James Gray, in mitigation, said "She is 64 and has no previous convictions. 

"Both she and Mr Galloway have suffered considerable public humiliation. 

"They have been ostracised by their friends and family. 

"They have suffered that added element of punishment which in less salacious cases would not be 
present." 

Bowditch was given a community order with 12 months supervision and a 16 week night-time 
curfew. 

The maximum she could have faced for having sex with a dog was a two year jail sentence. 

Judge Michael Heath, passing sentence, told Bowditch "What you engaged in was first of all 
unlawful and secondly disgusting. 

"I am told that you have received public humiliation as a result of the publicity that this case has 
attracted. That does not surprise me." 
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Estonian tax threat to Finns' booze cruises 

By News from Elsewhere... 

...as found by BBC Monitoring 

7 June 2017 



A steep rise in alcohol taxes in Estonia may mean fewer Finns taking the short sea trip 
across the Gulf of Finland to take advantage of historically cheaper prices. 

The Estonian government is set to impose a 70% rise in taxation on alcoholic drinks in July, 

Finnish broadcaster YLE reports. 

It's a blow to drinkers from Finland who, since Estonian independence in 1991, have taken the 
short 54-mile (87km) ferry trip from Helsinki to Tallinn to enjoy prices which are less than half 
of those back home. 

Finland has only recently begun to liberalise its strict drinking laws which, among other 
things, used to disallow people from buying a round of drinks on a night out - people were only 
allowed to buy single units of alcohol at a time. 
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The Estonian tax rises are part of a progressive set of increases which mean drinkers will pay 
up to 50% more for their tipple by 2020. That means a 12-euro crate of beer will increase to 18 
euros, making the concept of the money-saving "booze cruise" much less inviting. 

Finnish tourist Erno Sjogren said that the tax rise might make him think again - but not on 
giving up the concept. Speaking to Helsingin Sanomat as he loaded his car outside an 
Estonian supermarket, he said he would consider taking his trade to Latvia instead - a 2.5-hour 
drive cross-country from the ferry port in the Estonian capital. 

The Latvian town of Ainaz is already benefitting, Helsingen Sanomat says, with the 
appropriately named SuperAlko store visible from the Estonian border and offering cheaper 
prices than its Baltic neighbours. 

Reporting by Alistair Coleman 

Next story: Chinese university to offer liquor degree 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 
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Florida woman earns world record for flamingo collection clickorlando.com 

OCALA, Fla. - A Central Florida business woman is tickled pink over her new title. 

The Guinness World Records just honored the custom frame shop owner for having the world's 
largest flamingo collection. 

"I get flamingos every day because my customers find them and think of me," Cindy Dunlow said. 

Dunlow told News 6 that she runs her custom frame shop in Ocala to pay the bills, but her real 
passion is collecting all things flamingo. 

"If I let it, the collection would take over the whole shop," Dunlow told News 6. "So, I have to keep it 
contained to the front-quarter section." 

According to the official count for the Guinness Book of World Records, Dunlow collected a 
staggering 793 flamingo-related items to earn her official certificate, which she recently received in 
the mail. 

Her collection includes two flamingo quilts and a 5-foot stuffed animal flamingo, but she told News 6 
that her favorite item is a flamingo with a coconut head body. 

"I also have a love for coconut heads," Dunlow said. 

Dunlow said her calling to collect flamingos started while vacationing in South Florida in the 1960s. 
She explained to News 6 that flamingos reminded her of Florida. 

About six years ago, Dunlow told News 6 that a customer shared a news article about the current 
record holder. 

"It never occurred to me to go that route," Dunlow said. 

At the time, Dunlow said the record holder had 619 flamingos. 

"I'll let the person hold their reign for a couple years," she said. 

She patiently waited and kept collecting until recently, when she swooped in and applied for the top 
title. 

Of course, she framed it. 

Dunlow said she is planning an open house to celebrate on July 13. 

Find out more information about her flamingo collection. 

© 2017ClickOrlando.com is managed by Graham Digital and published by Graham Media Group, a 
division of Graham Holdings. 
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Floating man in Rainham mystery solved 


Floating man in Rainham mystery solved 

The mystery over the floating man spotted above Medway has been solved. 

00:0i, 16 June 2017 1 kentonline.co.uk 


We can reveal it was not a bird, or a plane, it was actually a Star Wars balloon which had escaped from a nearby 
home after a birthday celebration. 


Rainham resident Mark Taylor took pictures of what appeared to be a man floating in the sky, on his mobile phone 
from his back garden during a storm. 



Dylan and his Stormtrooper 
balloon 


One image taken by the double-glazing specialist showed what looked like a man holding 
a gun. 

The 49-year-old later shared the images with his family and friends on Facebook, with 
some people living nearby also reporting the strange sight. 

Our sister paper the Medway Messenger checked with police but no one else had 
reported it to them and a spokesman for the Civil Aviation Authority had no information. 



The mysterious figure above the 
rooftops 


But when the story was published on KentOnline mother-of-two Katrina Jimenez, who 
lives in Otterham Quay Lane, got in touch with the paper to solve the mystery. 

She had bought a Star Wars Stormtrooper balloon for her son Dylan’s fifth birthday party, 
but it escaped a few days later from their home during stormy weather. 

Housewife Ms Jimenez, 31, said: “I think this was my Stormtrooper balloon that flew out 
of our house that day. 



“We saw it on KentOnline and thought ‘will we get into trouble?’ 

“I am sorry to disappoint everyone but there is no alien. It was just our Stormtrooper 
which escaped in the storm. 

"I bought it for my son’s fifth birthday party, but I never thought I’d see it on the news. 


Mark Taylor took pictures of 
what appears to be a figure 
floating in the sky 


“My eldest son, Jacob, 10, thinks the whole thing is hilarious.” 



Katrina son lost his 
Stormtropper balloon on the 
same day the floating man was 
spotted in the sky 


Speaking earlier, Mr Taylor’s daughter, Becky, said she laughed 
at her dad when he told her about his mystery pictures. 

The 24-year-old said: “I thought he was messing me around, 
just having fun. 

“When I told him I didn’t believe him, he got a bit offended as he 
was not mucking about. 

“Someone on Facebook said it looked like a Stormtrooper 


balloon.” 


© KM Group 2017 
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Fossils cast doubt on human lineage originating in Africa 


yahoo.com 


By Will Dunham 

• ■ *-*,*•• 

* - r y **.\*+ 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Fossils from Greece and Bulgaria of an ape-like creature that lived 7.2 
**..'>* million years ago may fundamentally alter the understanding of human origins, casting doubt on the 
view that the evolutionary lineage that led to people arose in Africa. 

Scientists said on Monday the creature, known as Graecopithecus freybergi and known only from a lower 
jawbone and an isolated tooth, may be the oldest-known member of the human lineage that began after an 
evolutionary split from the line that led to chimpanzees, our closest cousins. 

The jawbone, which included teeth, was unearthed in 1944 in Athens. The premolar was found in south-central 
Bulgaria in 2009. The researchers examined them using sophisticated new techniques including CT scans and 
established their age by dating the sedimentary rock in which they were found. 

They found dental root development that possessed telltale human characteristics not seen in chimps and their 
ancestors, placing Graecopithecus within the human lineage, known as hominins. Until now, the oldest-known 
hominin was Sahelanthropus, which lived 6-7 million years ago in Chad. 

The scientific consensus long has been that hominins originated in Africa. Considering the Graecopithecus 
fossils hail from the Balkans, the eastern Mediterranean may have given rise to the human lineage, the 
researchers said. 

The findings in no way call into question that our species, Homo sapiens, first appeared in Africa about 200,000 
years ago and later migrated to other parts of the world, the researchers said. 

"Our species evolved in Africa. Our lineage may not have," said paleoanthropologist Madelaine Bohme of 
Germany's University of Tubingen, adding that the findings "may change radically our understanding of early 
human/hominin origin." 

Homo sapiens is only the latest in a long evolutionary hominin line that began with overwhelmingly ape-like 
species, followed by a succession of species acquiring more and more human traits over time. 

University of Toronto paleoanthropologist David Begun said the possibility that the evolutionary split occurred 
outside Africa is not incongruent with later hominin species arising there. 

"We know that many of the mammals of Africa did in fact originate in Eurasia and dispersed into Africa at around 
the time Graecopithecus lived," Begun said. "So why not Graecopithecus as well?" 

Graecopithecus is a mysterious species because its fossils are so sparse. It was roughly the size of a female 
chimp and dwelled in a relatively dry mixed woodland-grassland environment, similar to today's African 
savanna, alongside antelopes, giraffes, rhinos, elephants, hyenas and warthogs. 

The findings were published in the journal PLOS ONE. 

(Reporting by Will Dunham; Editing by Sandra Maler) 
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Murder by Gaslight: The Foulest Murder Yet. 


The Foulest Murder Yet. murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century 
American murders. 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 

The Foulest Murder Yet. 

(From Oregonian, August 17,1878) 


TUB FOULEST MUROKU YET. 






JEFifi 


The Tullis Murder in Sacramento County - A Confession by the Public 
Administrator that he Instigated It. 

* San Francisco, Aug. 15.—Troy Dye, public administrator of Sacramento county, has 
made a full confession concerning the recent murder of A. M. Tullis on Grand Island. He 
confesses to have instigated the murder for the purpose of getting control of the estate 
of the deceased. He implicates as perpetrator of the deed Edward Anderson, a Swede 
formerly in his employ and another party, name not yet ascertained. Anderson has also 
made confession corroborating that of Dye. Anderson was to receive $6,000 for the job. 
They had previously tried to kill Tullis by poison. They had also discussed the murder of 
other citizens. The details are replete with cold-blooded cruelty. Dye has heretofore 
borne a good reputation in the community, and his connection with the affair has created 
the utmost surprise and excitement. The details of the confessions of Dye and Anderson 
are to the following effect: 
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Dye had found the office of public administrator unprofitable, and had remarked occasionally in jest 
the he would have to kill some one to make it pay. The idea obtained a deep hold on his mind and 
he took Anderson, whom he had for a long time employed in his butcher shop, and another party yet 
unknown into his councils. Dye and Anderson charge each other with being the tempter. They finally 
fixed on Tullis as a victim. Dye had been his friend and neighbor for 12 years and knew the value of 
his property, and as Tullis had never been communicative concerning his family affairs it was 
supposed he had no relative to claim the estate. Over two months ago Anderson and the unknown 
party went to Tullis’ place to put the plan into execution, but their courage failed them. Dye urged 
the crime persistently and Anderson conceived the idea of a murder by poison. A bottle of poisoned 
cocktails was prepared in a saloon kept bye Dye & Clark in Sacramento and Anderson went to 
Tullis’ ranch ostensibly in search of work, and gave him the bottle after taking a number of drinks 
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together from a bottle of good liquor, and left. For some reason this plot miscarried. It was then 
decided that bold work was required. A boat was built at Dye’s house, Sacramento. Anderson pulled 
it down the river and was joined by his confederate below the city, and they proceeded to Tullis’ 
ranch, found him in the orchard and knocked him down with a sand bag and shot him in several 
places. This was the evening of Thursday, the 1st inst., at 7 o’clock. Dye, that evening, staid at his 
house in Sacramento till 8’oclock entertaining a visitor. He excused himself and took a buggy, drove 
down the river about 16 miles, met the assassins at the place appointed and drove them back to 
Sacramento. During the ride they related all the circumstances of the murder to Dye. The trio 
returned much under the influence of liquor. Dye says Anderson had revealed to him the crimes of 
his past life, including the murder of two sheep herders in vicinity of Sacramento. Dye’s plan for 
realizing on the estate of Tullis was to compound with the creditors. His legitimate commissions 
would have been about $3,200. Dye has always borne a good reputation, but parties now coming 
forward affirm he was a bushwhacker during the late war and pillaged and murdered 
indiscriminately. The confession cover about eight closely printed columns, developing every stage 
of progress to the commission of the crime. Neither party will be allowed to turn state’s evidence 
and the district attorney is confident of convicting both. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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Four baby squirrels with tails tangled together rescued by Bangor men | Act Out with Aislinn 


bangordailynews.com 


Four baby squirrels with tails tangled together rescued by 
Bangor men 

May 22, 2017Field Notes 
By Aislinn Sarnacki 

When it comes to weird wildlife sightings, Andrew Day of 
Bangor now has one for the books — four baby squirrels 
tangled together by their tails, and they were in danger. 

Yesterday, on May 21, Day was visiting his parents’ house in 
Bangor when he looked out the window and something caught 
his eye. At first, he thought the ball of fur tumbling across the 
street was a cat attacking an injured squirrel. Worried about the 
wild animal, he ran outside to find not one but four squirrels, and they appeared to be tied together 
by their tails. 



BDN Maine 


With his phone, he took a short video of 
the remarkable sight, which he posted on 
YouTube today. 

“I took the video as a holy-cow-what-the- 
hell-is-this video,” Day, 41, said in a phone 
interview today. “I was just marveling at it.” 

The video is only 28 seconds, lasting as 
long as it took for Day to slowly approach 
the entangled rodents. He then spotted a 
house cat nearby and shooed it off. 

“I have no idea whose cat it was,” Day 

The squirrels, stuck together in such a fashion, were an easy target for any predator. The video 
shows them struggling to walk as a unit. 

“So we got the cat away,” Day explained. “And we got the squirrels sort of collectively — as a 
creepy squirrel pinwheel — by a tree.” 

Day and his father attempted to call Bangor Animal Control, but since it was Sunday, the office was 
closed. So they tried the Bangor Police Department, which instructed them to contact the area game 
warden. 

The closest game warden reported that he would would be about an hour getting there, Day said. 
Meanwhile, the four squirrels were attempting to climb a tree, and they kept falling down. 

“Three were going vertical, but the fourth was facing downward, so they couldn’t make any 
headway,” Day said. 

http://actoutwithaislinn.bangordailynews.com/2017/05/22/recreation/four-baby-squirrels-with-tails-tangled-together-rescued-by-bangor-men/?utm_source=fark&... 1/2 
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Above the four entangled squirrels, an adult squirrel — likely their mother — perched on a tree 
limb making loud sounds. 

“If you watch the video, you can hear her sort of screaming in the background,” Day said. “She was 
nearby with them, sort of escorting them across the street. When the cat arrived, she jumped up a 
tree and was kind of squawking the whole time.” 

The two Bangor men were worried the baby squirrels would hurt themselves, so they decided to 
take matters into their own hands. 

“My father and I took their advice in what they said they’d do, so we got them in a box,” Day said. 

To usher the squirrels into the cardboard box, they used a large yard rake and placed it under the 
squirrels during one of their climbing attempt. Once in the box, the squirrels panicked for a few 
minutes, then appeared to calm down. Day assumes they were just exhausted, and possibly in a 
state of shock. He took the opportunity to inspect their tails — while wearing thick work gloves. 

“It was like a giant dreadlock,” Day said, “intertwined with it was straw and twigs and there was 
some plastic.” 

Day’s best guess is that the squirrels tails got tangled up while in the nest, and the debris in their 
tails was simply nest material. However, it’s hard to say what exactly happened. 

“I got some scissors and I trimmed tail hair off the squirrels for about an hour and a half,” Day said. 
“It was quite the operation. I’m happy to report they were fine.” 

When the game warden called back, the four squirrels were untangled and resting under a blanket 
in the box. The game warden instructed Day and his father to release the squirrels at the tree their 
mother was in. Free, the four squirrels scurried up the tree to be reunited with their mother. 

Aislinn is a Bangor Daily News reporter for the Outdoors pages, focusing on outdoor recreation and 
Maine wildlife. Visit her main blog at actoutwithaislinn.bangordailynews.com. 
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Freedom is a Two-edged Sword 

Jack Parsons (Frater Belarion) 


Author's preface: 


Since I first wrote this essay in 1946, some of the more ominous predictions have been 
fulfilled. Public employees have been subjected to the indignity of "loyalty" oaths and the 
ignominy of loyalty purges. Members of the United States Senate, moving under the 
cloak of immunity and the excuse of emergency, have made a joke of justice and a 
mockery of privacy. Constitutional immunity and legal procedure have been consistently 
violated and that which once would have been an outrage in America is today refused 
even a review by the Supreme Court. 


The golden voice of social security, of socialized "this" and socialized "that", with its 
attendant confiscatory taxation and intrusion on individual liberty, is everywhere raised 
and everywhere heeded. England has crept under the aegis of a regime synonymous with 
total regimentation. Austria, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia have fallen victims 
to communism while the United States makes deals with the corrupt dictatorships of 
Argentina and Spain. 

As I write, the United States Senate is pursuing a burlesque investigation into the sphere 
of private sexual morals, which will accomplish nothing except to bring pain and sorrow 
to many innocent persons. 

The inertia and acquiescence which allows the suspension of our liberties would once 
have been unthinkable. The present ignorance and indifference is appalling. The little 
that is worthwhile in our civilization and culture is made possible by the few who are 
capable of creative thinking and independent action, grudgingly assisted by the rest. 
When the majority of men surrender their freedom, barbarism is near but when the 
creative minority surrender it, the Dark Age has arrived. Even the word liberalism has 
now become a front for a new social form of Christian morality. Science, that was going 
to save the world back in H.G. Wells' time, is regimented, strait-jacketed and scared; its 
universal language is diminished to one word, security. 

In this 1950 view some of my more hopeful utterances may appear almost naive. 
However, I was never so naive as to believe that freedom in any full sense of the word is 
possible for more than a few. But I have believed and do still hold that these few, by self- 
sacrifice, wisdom, courage and continuous effort, can achieve and maintain a free world. 
The labor is heroic but it can be done by example and by education. Such was the faith 
that built America, a faith that America has surrendered. I call upon America to renew 
this faith before she perishes. 


We are one nation but we are also one world. The soul of the slums looks out of the eyes 
of Wall Street and the fate of a Chinese coolie determines the destiny of America. We 
cannot suppress our brother's liberty without suppressing our own and we cannot murder 
our brothers without murdering ourselves. We stand together as men for human freedom 
and human dignity or we will fall together, as animals, back into the jungle. 


In this very late hour it is with solutions that we must be primarily concerned. We seem 
to be living in a nation that simply does not know what we are told we have and that we 
tell each other we have. Indeed, it is far more than that. It is to the definition of 
freedom, to its understanding, in order that it may be attained and defended, that this 



essay is devoted. I need not add that freedom is dangerous — but it is hardly possible 
that we are all cowards. 

Chapter 1 

For numberless centuries society accepted the proposition that certain men were created 
to be slaves. Their natural function was to serve priests, kings and nobles, men of 
substance and property who were appointed slave-masters by almighty God. This system 
was reinforced by the established doctrine that all men and women were owned 'in mind' 
by the church and 'in body' by the state. This convenient situation was supported by the 
authority of social morality, religion and even philosophy. 

Against this doctrine, some two hundred years ago, rose the most astonishing heresy the 
world has yet seen; the principle of liberalism. In essence this principle stated that all 
men are created equal and endowed with inalienable rights which belong to every man as 
his birthright. This idea appealed to certain intractable spirits — heretics, atheists and 
revolutionaries — and has since made some headway in spite of the opposition of the 
majority of organized society. As a slogan, however, it has become so popular that it is 
rendered unwilling lip-service by all the major states and yet it is still so distasteful to 
persons in authority that it is nowhere embodied as a fundamental law and is continually 
violated in letter and in spirit by every trick of bigotry and reaction. Further, absolutist 
and totalitarian groups of the most vicious nature use liberalism as a cloak under which 
they move to re-establish tyrannies and to extinguish the liberty of all who oppose them. 

Thus religious groups seek to abrogate freedom of art, speech and the press; 
reactionaries move to suppress labor, communists to establish dictatorships — and all in 
the name of 'freedom'. Because of the peculiar definitions of freedom used by some of 
these camouflaged tyrants, it seems necessary to redefine Freedom in the terms 
understood by Voltaire, Paine, Washington, Jefferson and Emerson. 

Freedom is a two-edged sword of which one edge is liberty and the other, responsibility. 
Both edges are exceedingly sharp and the weapon is not suited to casual, cowardly or 
treacherous hands. 


Since all tyrannies are based on dogma and since all dogmas are based on lies, it 
behooves us to look beyond them for truth and freedom will both be far away. And yet 
the Truth is that we know nothing... 


...Objectively, we know nothing at all. Any system of intellectual thought, whether it be 
science, logic, religion or philosophy, is based on certain fundamental ideas or axioms 
which are assumed but which cannot be proven. This is the grave of all positivism. We 
assume but we do not know that there is a real and objective world outside our own 
mind. Ultimately we do not know what we are or what the world is. Further, if there is a 
real world apart from ourselves we cannot know what it really is; all we know is what we 
perceive it to be. All that we perceive is conveyed by our senses and interpreted by our 
brain. However fine, exact or delicate our scientific instruments may be, their data is still 
filtered through our senses and interpreted by our brain. However useful, spectacular or 
necessary our ideas and experiments may be, they still have little to do with absolute 
truth. Such a thing can only exist for the individual according to his whim or his inner 
perception of his own truth-in-being. 


The witches and devils of the middle ages were real by our own standards; reputable and 
responsible persons believed in them. They were seen, their effects observed and they 



accounted for a large body of otherwise inexplicable phenomenon. Their existence was 
accepted without question by the majority of men, great and humble. From this majority 
there was not and still is not any appeal. Yet we do not believe in these things today. We 
believe in other things similarly explaining the same phenomenon. Tomorrow we will 
believe in still other things We believe but we do not know. 


All of our deductions, for example the theory of gravitation, are based on observed 
statistics, on tendencies observed to occur in a certain way. Even if our observations are 
correct, we still do not know why these things happen. Our theories are only 
assumptions, however reasonable they may seem. 

There is a type of truth that is based on experience: we know that we feel hot or hungry 
or in love. These feelings cannot be conveyed to anyone who has not experienced them. 
We can describe them in terms of similar feelings experienced by someone else, 
analyzing their cause-and-effect according to mutually acceptable theories but that 
someone else will never really know what your feeling is like. 

The above may be negative considerations but within their limits we can deduce positive 
principles: 

1. Whatever the universe is, we are either all or part of it by virtue of our consciousness 
but we do not know which. 

2. No philosophy, scientific theory, religion or system of thought can be absolute and 
infallible. They are relative only. One man's opinion is just as good as another's. 

3. There is no absolute justification for emphasizing one individual theory or way of life 
over another. 

4. Every man has the right to his own opinion and his own way of life. There is no system 
of human thought which can successfully refute this thesis. 

So much for positivism but other problems still remain. There is necessity, expediency 
and convenience. If these are illusions they are very popular and it is usual to consider 
them. We might say that politics is concerned with necessity and expediency whereas 
science is concerned with convenience. This is not intended to discredit science and 
reason in their proper spheres. Reason is one of our greatest gifts, the power that 
differentiates us from the animals, and science is our greatest tool, our best hope for 
building a genuine civilization. (It is curious that this modern truism appears, in this 
system of reasoning, as a concession.) 

In spite of its inestimable value, science is a tool and has nothing to do with ultimate 
truth. Herein is the danger of science. As a tool it is so valuable, so useful and so 
irresistible that we incline to regard it as the arbiter of the absolute, giving final and 
irrefutable pronouncement on all things. This is exactly the position that the pedant, the 
dogmatist and the dialectical materialist would have us take. Then, posing as a "scientist" 
or propounding "Scientific" doctrines, he can persuade us to accept his values and obey 
his orders. Today's science must forever be free to overthrow its yesterdays, otherwise it 
will degenerate into ancestor worship. 



It is necessary that we defend freedom unless we all wish to be slaves. It is expedient 
that we achieve brotherhood unless we desire destruction and it is convenient that we 
grant others the right to their own opinions and life-styles in order to maintain our own. 


The intelligent individual will not base his conduct on an arbitrary or absolute concept of 
right and wrong. It may be argued that all motives and all actions are selfish since they 
are intended to satisfy some requirement of the ego. Perhaps this is true of self-sacrifice, 
abnegation and the highest altruism. We engage in them in order to satisfy ourselves by 
attaining some object however intangible it may be. 

The ego can be very broad. A man may include the whole world as a part of his ego and 
thus set out to redeem or save it for no other reason than the pleasure of personal 
accomplishment. Such a man, far from being unselfish, is extremely egotistical. The 
artist devoted to the production of pure beauty is so dedicated because of his need and 
his nature; at least such egotism is not petty. Motives of family-love and patriotism are 
rooted in bigotry. This does not necessarily detract from such actions and motives. 
Everything in nature is beautiful and it is no less beautiful because it is understood. 
However, the unenlightened man will assign arbitrary values to all things in order to 
protect and justify his own position. His morals are based on things he wishes were true 
or which someone else wishes were true. His philosophy pays no attention to relative 
facts or realities and yet in his life he must deal with them. He is consequently involved 
in a constant round of pretenses and evasions. 

The enlightened liberal needs no such justification. He will realize and accept his inherent 
selfishness and the inherent selfishness of all men. He will understand living as a 
technique, the technique of getting what he wants on the terms he wants. 


Such is the case with freedom. If we abrogate another's freedom to gain our own ends, 
our own freedom is thereby jeopardized. That is the cost. If we wish to assure our own 
freedom, we must assure all mens' freedom. That is the technique. 


If a liberal were to develop two personalities and one of these personalities were to 
establish a benevolent dictatorship while the other continued his liberal activities it would 
only be a matter of time before he killed himself. The restriction of others freedom is 
ultimately self-enslavement and suicide. The dictator is the most abject of all slaves. 

These simple considerations are the logical basis of the philosophy of liberalism. From 
such considerations and from many more the fundamental principles of liberalism arose 
as a code of rights, basic in nature and clear beyond misconception. This code must be 
the Law beyond the law, an ultimate expression of the dignity and inviolability of the 
individual. It must be above compromise by courts and lawyers, beyond the whim of the 
populace and the treachery of demagogues. It must be the epitome of man's aspertion 
toward liberty and self-determination, a canon so sacred that its violation by a state, a 
group or an individual is treason and sacrilege. The Bill of Rights in the American 
Constitution was a step in the right direction and its study will indicate further 
development. In a world so threatened by positivism and paternalism this doctrine is 
limited in both scope and application. It permits such violations of liberty as the late 
National Prohibition Act, the Draft Law, the closed shop, the Mann Act, censorship laws, 
anti-firearms laws and racial discrimination. 


It has been said, with justification, that the Constitution means what the Supreme Court 
says it means. A document so fundamental as a Bill of Rights cannot be jeopardized by 
arbitrary interpretations. It should need no interpretations. It must apply equally to the 
national state, the federated states, counties, municipalities, official agencies and the 



private citizen within their province. It must apply in such a way that the individual or 
minority needs no recourse to elaborate, lengthy and costly proceedings in order to 
protect these rights. It is the duty of the state to provide this recourse to all alike. 


Freedom cannot be subject to arbitrary interpretation and misinterpretation. It must 
plainly include freedom from persecution on moral, political, economic, racial, social or 
religious grounds. No man, no group and no nation has the right to any man's individual 
freedom. No matter how pure the motive, how great the emergency, how high the 
principle, such action is tyranny and is never justified. 

The question is, are we able to face the consequences of democracy? It is not sufficient 
that freedom be assured by purely negative means. Freedom is meaningless where its 
expression is controlled by powerful groups such as the press, the radio, the motion 
picture industry, churches, politicians and capitalists. Freedom must be insured. 


It can only be insured by the allegiance to the principle that man has certain inalienable 
rights; among which are the rights: 

• To live his private life, insofar as it concerns only himself, as he sees fit. 

• To eat and drink, to dress, live and travel as, where and he will. 

• To express himself; to speak, write, print, experiment and otherwise create as 
he desires. 

• To work as he chooses, when he chooses and where he chooses at a 
reasonable and commensurate wage. 

• To purchase his food, shelter, deical and social needs and all other services and 
commodities necessary to his existence and self expression at a reasonable and 
commensurate price. 

• To have a decent environment and upbringing during his childhood until he 
reaches a responsible majority. 

• To love as he desires, where, how and with whom he chooses, in accordance 
only with the desires of himself and of his partner. 

• To the positive opportunity to enjoy these rights as he sees fit, without 
obstruction on the one hand or compulsion on the other. 

• Finally, in order to protect his person, his property and his rights, he should 
have the right to kill an aggressor if necessary. This is the purpose of the right 
to keep and bear arms. 


These rights must be counterbalanced by certain responsibilities. The liberal accepting 
them must guarantee these rights to all others at all times, regardless of his personal 
feelings or interests. He must work to establish and protect them, live in a manner 
commensurate with them and be prepared to defend them with his life. He must refuse 
allegiance to any state or organization which denies these rights and he should aid and 
encourage all who, without qualification or equivocation, endorse them. He must refuse 
to compromise these principles on any issue or for any reason. Nothing short of such a 
commitment will assure the survival of liberty, or democracy of society itself. Liberalism 
is not only a code for individuals and their state, it is the only possible basis for a future 
international civilization. However, these principles will be only rhetoric unless they are 
revered and protected by those to whom they apply. They must be interpreted and 
applied with understanding and sympathy, with humor and tolerance. Pretentiousness, 
sentimentality or hysterics are not needed in their application or their defense. 
Insufferable demagogues of "high principle" are sufficiently numerous as it is. 


It must also be understood that we cannot force man's rights upon him. Man has a right 
to be a slave if he so desires. If he does not assert and defend his rights he deserves 



slavery. The person who is tyrannized by his family, his peers, by public opinion or slave 
morality, providing he is free to leave their influence or to challenge it, is worthy of his 
condition. His protestations are those of the hypocrite. 


Freedom, like charity, begins at home. No man is worthy to fight in the cause of freedom 
unless he has conquered his internal drives. He must learn to control and discipline the 
disastrous passions that would lead him to folly and ruin. He must conquer inordinate 
vanity and anger, self deception, fear and inhibition. These are the crude ores of his 
being. 

He must smelt these ores in the fire of life; forge his own sword, temper it and sharpen it 
against the hard abrasive of experience. Only then is he fit to bear arms in the larger 
battle. There is no substitute for courage and the victory is to the high hearted. He will 
have nothing to do with asceticism or the excesses of weakness. Self expression will be 
his watchword, a self expression tempered keen and strong. First he must know how to 
rule himself. Only then can he cope with the economic pressures which are employed by 
institutions and corporations or the political pressures employed by demagogues. 


He may then find himself in a difficult predicament. If he calls himself a liberal, he 
discovers that he is supposedly committed to a policy of accommodation with the Russian 
Government. If he opposes a pro-Soviet policy he is welcome to the camp of the Catholic 
Church and the Manufacturer's Association. If he eschews both camps, he is condemned 
for lack of principle. If he should support the rights of the workingman or minority and 
racial groups, he is a Red. If at the same time he believes in Constitutional Government 
and individual rights, he is also a Fascist. 

Many liberals are familiar with this situation but few seem to have deduced the 
conclusion. The difficulty lies in the confusion of the rights of the individual in relation to 
the responsibilities of the state. It is a sad comment on our mentality that the social 
reformer subscribes to total regimentation while the alleged individualist propagandizes 
for total irresponsibility. The rights of the individual can be clearly defined. His 
responsibilities vis-a-vis the responsibilities of the state can be clearly defined. The 
individual's rights end where the next man's begin. It is the function of the state to 
ensure equal rights to all. But, in the absence of a social devotion to the true principles of 
liberalism, positivists have usurped its name and even its phrases in order to 
propagandize for their various totalitarianisms. This process has been aided by that 
faction of pseudo-liberalism which believes that all opinion contrary to its own must be 
suppressed. 

As I write, allegedly liberal groups are agitating for the denial of public forums to those 
they call fascist. Americanism societies are striving for the suppression of communist or 
"red" literature and speech. Religious groups, backed by a publicity conscious press, are 
constantly campaigning for the prohibition of art and literature which, as if by divine 
prerogative, they term "indecent", immoral or dangerous. 

It would seem that all these organizations are devoted to one common purpose, the 
suppression of freedom. Their sincerity is no excuse. History is a bloody testament that 
sincerity can achieve atrocities which cynicism could hardly conceive of. Each of these 
groups is engaged in a frantic struggle to sell out, betray or destroy the freedom which 
was their birthright and which alone assured their present existence. 

Freedom is a two-edged sword. He who believes that the absolute rightness of his belief 
is an authority to suppress the rights and opinions of his fellows cannot be a liberal. 
Liberalism cannot exist where it violates its own principles. It cannot exist where the 



emergency monger or the utopia salesman can obtain a suspension of rights, whether 
temporary or permanent. Liberty cannot be suppressed in order to defend liberalism. 

If we are to achieve a democracy, the rights of individuals and the responsibilities of 
states must be openly defined and ardently defended. It is inconceivable that men who 
fought and died in a war against totalitarianism did not know what they fought for. It 
seems a fantastic joke that the institutions they believed in and defended have turned, 
like a nightmare, into home-grown tyrannies. A generation went down in blood and 
agony to make the world "safe" but the evil that makes the world "unsafe" still goes 
undefeated, plotting new sacrifices of misery and blood. The guilt lies not entirely with 
the warmongers, plutocrats and demagogues. If a people permit exploitation and 
regimentation in any name, they deserve their slavery. A tyrant does not make his 
tyranny. It is made possible by his people and not otherwise. 


Much of our modern thought is characterized by pretenses and evasions, by appeals to 
ultimate authorities which are non- liberal, superstitious and reactionary. Often we are 
not aware of these thought processes. We accept ideas, authorities, catch- phrases and 
conditions without troubling to think or investigate and yet these things may conceal 
terrible traps. We accept them as right because they have a surface-level agreement with 
the things in which we believe. We welcome the man who is for liberalism, against 
communism, without troubling to inquire what else he is for or against. In our blindness 
we leave ourselves open to exploitation, regimentation and war. 


Tumultuous developments in science and society demand a new clarity of thought, a 
reexamination and a restatement of principles. It is not sufficient that a principle is 
sacred because it is time-worn. It must be examined, tried and tested in the crucible of 
our present needs. 

In our law, in our social and international relations, we are guilty of a myriad of 
barbarisms and superstitions. These injustices continue and proliferate because we have 
become used to them. We have lost our freedom through tolerance and inertia. 

The principle we have developed herein is simple: the liberty of the individual is the 
foundation of civilization. No true civilization is possible without this liberty and no state, 
national or international, is stable in its absence. The proper relation between individual 
liberty on the one hand and social responsibility on the other is the balance which will 
assure a stable society. The only other road to social equilibrium demands the total 
annihilation of individuality. There is not further evasion of nature's immemorial 
ultimatum: change or perish but the choice of change is ours. 

Chapter Two 

Of all the strange and terrible powers among which we move unknowingly, sex is the 
most potent. Conceived in the orgasm of birth, we burst forth in agony and ecstasy from 
the Center of Creation. Time and again we return to that fountain, lose ourselves in the 
fires of being, unite for a moment with the eternal force and return renewed and 
refreshed as from a miraculous sacrament. Then, at the last, our life closes in the orgasm 
of death. 


Sex, typified as love, is at the heart of every mystery, at the center of every secret. It is 
this splendid and subtle serpent that wines about the cross and coils in the bloom of the 
mystic rose. 



The sexual perversion of Christianity becomes obvious when it is realized that "The Holy 
Ghost" (The Sophia) is feminine. The very Tetragrammaton, Yod He Vau He, means: 
Father-Mother-Son- Daughter and asserts the splendor of the biological order. How could 
life proceed from a strictly masculine creation? What miracle could possibly be superior to 
the miracle of copulation, conception and gestation? In the corrupt and demonic Jehova, 
the priesthood blasphemed nature in order to perpetuate a tyrannical and superstitious 
patriarchy. Woman was insulted and affronted with the calumny of immaculate 
conception — then, by this mystery mongering, a premium was placed on moral and 
spiritual sterility. This sublimation of the sex-urge has been the basis of the power of the 
church and is the source of much of the psychosis rampant in the modern world. 

It has been asserted that the church has been a champion of progress and freedom; 
nothing could be more fallacious. Organized Christianity has been inevitably allied with 
tyranny, reaction and persecution. No organized dogma can contribute to progress 
except by occasional accident. The church's main contribution has been to unintentionally 
foment revolt against its bigotry. It could hardly be otherwise with an organization 
founded on a double fallacy: the sin of sex and the infallibility of man. No religion can 
hope to benefit humanity while it preaches love and reviles the root of love. Anyone 
hoping to understand and cope with human relations must understand both the 
importance and over-emphasis of sex in society. 

Sexual concepts and symbolism underlie all the world's religions. As I mentioned above, 
sublimated sex has been the source of power for the Christian church. Sex and sex 
neurosis are fundamental factors in the attitude of modern men. These three facts give 
sex a place of prime importance in our liberal examination of society. 


Our sex attitudes are largely characterized by pretense. The majority of people under 
fifty today have, at one time or another, engaged in what is termed illicit intercourse — 
and yet we pretend, publicly, that we have not done so. Some of us go so far as to state 
that we don't do it, never would do it and disapprove of the criminal types who do. 
Policemen arrest and judges convict persons discovered in a pursuit which they 
themselves indulge in. The enjoyment of a natural urge is defined as a crime. Young 
persons thus enjoying the urge in the wonder of the beginning are burdened with a sense 
of guilt and shame. They are classed with common criminals — why? 

The shameful answer is that back in the Middle Ages, under conditions of squalor, 
ignorance, superstition and oppression, the sex taboo became a prime instrument of 
power in the arsenal of a band of brigands known as the Christian church. This is the 
reason that young people in love are classified as criminals. Venereal disease thrives and 
abortionists prosper as an inevitable result. The superstition which fostered this shameful 
condition is no longer absolutely dominant but the institution that promoted the belief 
that the human body was obscene, that love was indecent and that woman was forever 
made foul by original sin remains to mold our thoughts and shape our laws. It is most 
significant that the spiritual and physical inheritors of that church, both catholic and 
protestant, vigorously and effectively oppose birth control, venereal disease education, 
divorce law reform; i.e., anything which would limit the power of their weapon. 


If the Christians enforced these taboos only among their believers they would be within 
their rights. Man has the right to any personal stupidity however monstrous it may seem 
but this is not their principal concern. They seek to impose this nonsense on everybody, 
by every method of legislative, moral and economic intimidation at their command. The 
success of their efforts can be judged by the reflection of such attitudes in the press, the 
radio, the motion picture industry and our legal statutes. True to fascist form, the censor 
utilizes his moral victory to impose political and social censorship in all fields. Bigots and 
demagogues invoke the divine right of religion and of morality in order to gain 



extraordinary power. Freedom of religion and of he press should not afford a justification 
for giant propaganda campaigns to suppress freedom! We must not only have freedom of 
religion, we must have freedom from religion. 


The concept that sex in art, literature and life is subject to criminal law is based entirely 
on this superstitious sexual taboo. The censorial power of the church, the state and 
established press is founded solely on this one assumption: that the taboo of a particular 
religion should have universal legal sanction. This sanction, once established, is then 
subtly extended to imply that all the other dogmas of that religion are now the "unwritten 
law" of the land. Such a religion, always respectable and conservative, forms alliances 
with fascist and capitalist cliques, thus gaining a privileged position from which to 
persecute liberalism in all its forms. Superstition, taboo, reaction and fascism augment 
one another most effectively. The fact that one type of totalitarianism persecutes another 
— or appears to do so — is hardly a palliative. 

Modern man must recognize the source and nature of his sexual taboos and discredit 
them in the light of truth. Only thus can he achieve sanity in sex and a healthy outlook 
on life in general. 

In our society early marriages are often prevented by economic considerations, therefore 
pre-marital sexual relations are natural and often desirable. Contraceptive techniques, 
available to any intelligent young person from a druggist or doctor, can minimize the 
problem of venereal disease and unwanted pregnancies. The development of sexual 
technique, the determination of the qualifications of one's partner and the gratification of 
the youthful urge to experiment all assure a far more lasting and stable marriage than 
one begun in ignorance and prudery. In marriage itself the social contract is biding. 
Property acquired by the joint efforts of husband and wife belong to both jointly. Where 
any two persons have pledged their love together, no outsider has the right to interfere. 
Either party is justified in resisting such interference by force if necessary. But neither 
party, whether the relation be in or out of wedlock, has any right or jurisdiction over the 
love, affection or the sexual favors of another for longer than that person desires. 


Where children are concerned a separation presents a serious problem. Broken homes 
are hard on children but a loveless and bitter home is worse. No state can assure a child 
the affection of his parents but it can guarantee his physical welfare and security, thus 
insuring him against many of the frustrations of childhood and adolescence which 
develop into unstable and maladjusted adult behavior. The laws against mutually 
agreeable sex expression must be repealed, together with the laws prohibiting nudism, 
birth control and censorship. We must emphatically deny that love is criminal and that 
the body is indecent. We must affirm the beauty, the dignity, and joyousness and even 
the humor of sex. 


Indeed there are obscene things in the light and in the darkness; things that deserve 
destruction: — The exploitation of women for poor wages, the shameful degradation of 
minorities by the little lice who call themselves members of a 'superior race' and the 
deliberate machinations towards war. Nowhere among these genuine obscenities is there 
a place for the love shared by men and women. There are sins but love is not one of 
them and yet, of all the things that have been called sins, love has been the most 
punished and the most persecuted. Of all the beauties we know, the springtime of love is 
closest to paradise. And as all things pass, so love passes — too soon. This most 
exquisite and tender of human emotions, this little moment of eternity, should be free 
and unrestrained. It should not be bought and sold, chained and restricted until lovers, 
caught in the maelstrom of economics and laws, are hounded like criminals. What end is 
served and who profits by such cruelty? Only priests and lawyers. Let us adhere to a 
strict morality where the rights and happiness of our fellow man is concerned. Let us call 



our true sins by their right names and expiate them accordingly -- but let our lovers go 
free. 


If we are to achieve civilization and sanity, we must institute an educational program in 
love-making, birth control and disease prevention. Above all we must root out the 
barbaric and vicious concepts of shamefulness and indecency in sex, exposing the 
motives and methods of their proponents. 


Happy are the parents who, as a result of sexual experimenting, are well mated, taking 
joy in each other's passion, seeing beauty in their nakedness and not fearing to expose 
their bodies or the bodies of their children. They would never shame their children for 
their natural sexual curiosity. 

Jesus told the "fallen woman", "Go and sin no more" but I, who am a man, say to you 
who have given your body for the need of man's body, who have given your love freely 
for his spirit's sake; "Be blessed in the name of man. And if any god deny you for this, I 
will deny that god." 


The ancients, being simple and without original sin, saw God in the act of love and 
therein they saw a great mystery, a sacrament revealing the bounty and the beauty of 
the force that made men and the stars. Thus they worshipped. Poor ignorant old Pagans! 
How we have progressed. What was most sacred to them, we see as a dirty joke. From 
this sordid joke we have played on ourselves only Woman Herself can redeem us. She 
has been the ignominious butt of the joke, the target of malice and arrogance and the 
scapegoat for masculine inferiority and guilt. She alone can redeem us from our 
crucifixion and castration. Only woman, of and by herself, can strike through the foolish 
frustration of the advertisers' ideal. She must elevate her strong, free and splendid image 
to take her place in the sun as an individual, a companion and mate fit for, and 
demanding no less than, true men. 


Let there be an end to inhibition and an end to pretense. Let us discover what we are and 
be what we are, honestly and unashamedly. The rabbit has speed to recompense his 
fear, the panther strength to assuage his hunger. There is room for both even though the 
rabbit would probably prefer a world of rabbits (dull and overpopulated). All traits are 
useful wrath, fear, lust and even laziness — if they are balanced by strength and 
intelligence. If we lie about things we call our weaknesses and sins, if we say that his is 
"evil" and that is "wrong", denying that such faults could be part of us, they will grow 
crooked in the dark. But when we have them out in the open; admitting them, facing 
them and accepting them, then we will be ashamed to leave any vestige of them secret 
to turn crippled and twisted. Fear can sharpen our wits against adversity. Anger and 
strength can be welded into a sword against tyrants both within and without. Lust can be 
trained to be the strong and subtle servant of love and art. 


It is not necessary to deny anything. It is only necessary to know ourselves. Then we will 
naturally seek that which is needful to our being. Our significance does not lie in the 
extent to which we resemble others or in the extent to which we differ from them. It lies 
within our ability to be ourselves. This may well be the entire object of life; to discover 
ourselves, our meaning. This does not come in a sudden burst of illumination; it is a 
constant process which continues so long as we are truly alive. The process cannot 
continue unobstructed unless we are free to undergo all experience and willing to 
participate in all existence. Then the significant questions are not "is it right" or "is it 
good" but rather "how does it feel" and "what does it mean". Ultimately these are the 
only questions that can approach truth but they cannot be asked in the absence of 
freedom. 



There was a time when these questions were whispered in the shadow of the stake. That 
Christian instrument of conversion is not sanctioned at present but the will and the 
malice remain and will continue until the power of the superstition-mongering tyrants is 
finally broken. Meanwhile religious dogmatism continues to support the sexual jealousies 
of neurotic parents for their children and neurotic marriage partners for their mates. It is 
not because of economic desperation and greed that crime and war wash over the world 
in ever-mounting waves. It is only necessary to look back on the Middle Ages when St. 
Vitus' Dance, epidemic flagellation and the Witchcraft Persecutions, all spawned out of 
Christian guilt and shame, swept the Western World. It was the tone set by these fearful 
events, reinforcing the divine right of reactionary monarchs, that produced the liberal 
revolutions of the 18th century. But the root, the sexual taboo, was unfortunately not 
destroyed. It remained to revitalize the power of religion over the new bourgeoisie. 


The frenetic hatred of Jews and Negroes (symbols of illicit sexual freedom) and the lust 
toward the blood-and-fire baths of warfare are the very aberrations of sexual frustration. 
They are the nightmares of souls in a hell of guilty desire, laboring like madmen over 
their instruments of destruction in order to destroy the world which has denied them 
satisfaction. It is only in the unobstructed exercise of sexual function, by a generation 
trained from youth in contraception and the technique of love, that it will be possible to 
achieve mature social relations. 

In this childish folly of sexual possession each man and each woman hates and fears 
every other man and woman as the potential despoiler or some joke by the ever-present 
specters of jealousy and suspicion. It is possible that the application of two old axioms; 
"that you love one another" and "that you do unto others as you would have others do 
unto you" might go a long way in helping us solve our sexual problems. The application 
of these maxims in sexual relations is easy and pleasant. If firmly established the 
principles might spread to other areas of human intercourse. 


The sexual revolution will not produce any instantaneous paradise nor will it be 
accomplished without tears. The way to racial maturity is long and painful but it is at 
least possible to attain the maturity and richness that comes with full and satisfactory 
sexual expression in private life. It may be that other considerations become more 
important in one's later years but I would hesitate to say at what age to set the mark. It 
does not seem possible to grow old gracefully unless one has known something of a 
graceful youth. 


Chapter Three 


There is no evidence to show that man was created and accoutred to serve as God's vice¬ 
regent upon the earth. There is no reason to believe that he is naturally good and kind, 
brave and wise — or that he ever was. On the contrary, there is much to show that he 
was a beast who took a strange turning in the jungle and blundered rather aimlessly into 
a mental world in which he was certainly not at home. 


There is much evidence that man is by nature cruel, cowardly, lustful, avaricious and 
treacherous. He holds dominion over these terrible internal enemies and defends against 
the other predators (his fellow men) by virtue of his ferocity, his cunning and his 
indomitable will. This is his beauty and his significance: that out of the blind primordial 
forces of sex and the survival urge, he has forged reason and science and spun the 
splendorous web of art and love. If there is no other reason and no other significance, 
man himself has on occasion created reason and significance, standing as the maker of 
his gods in a garden made fruitful by his own creative power. 



We think in terms of ourselves relative to the external universe. It cannot be shown, 
however, that this external universe is other than an extension of our own perception. 

But if we differentiate the internal from the external, we are still part of and not separate 
from the entire process of nature. We are made from the nova by way of the sun and 
built from the air, the rock and the sea, animated by the primordial fire of life. There are 
filaments in our consciousness that reach back to the first ancestor and extend to all 
other men and all other life with which we share a common creation and a common 
destiny. 

Here is the totality that the Greeks called "Pan"; all-devourer, all-begetter -- life and 
death, good and evil, pain and pleasure, unity, duality and multiplicity; all things and 
beyond all things. The Soul of Night and the Stars. 

If in our folly and fear we will ascribe moral qualities to the lightning that strikes, to the 
star that shines, to the tiger that kills, then we will not hesitate to assign them also to 
the woman who gives and the man who takes. Thus we will define god and found a 
religion. And thus we degrade the living universe into a bewhiskered and irascible 
character endowed with immortal omnipotence and a hatred for our enemies, or with 
those nature lovers who catch cold communing with "The All" in the park at night, we 
sink into the platitudinous sitz baths of various 'religious science' systems on our way to 
the catalepsy of middle age. 

All nature partakes of the eternal sacraments of life and death, of ebb and flow, of 
creation and destruction and regeneration. These are the harmonies of eternity that 
change forever and never change. The cry of the baby is echoed in the tumult of the 
nova. Men suns and seasons pass and return again. The spate of semen is one with the 
jet of stars men call The Milky Way. 

The mind that comprehends these immortal processes in love and in worship is an 
immortal mind that soars beyond time and death. We are of one age with Aeschylus and 
Sophocles and Shakespeare, of one blood with Moses, Lao Tse and Newton. The body 
changes and decays while time cuckolds all shapes of desire and all transient things. But 
the shapes of desire, although transient, are the very vehicles of man's adventure. He 
cannot attain by denying these steeds but by strengthening them — by training and 
bridling them with love and creative will until their wings are revealed. Sex and hunger 
are the raw stuff of art. Out of his passion, fury and despair the artist transmutes the 
shapes of terror and wonder into an eternal beauty. 

All ways are the right way when will and love are the guides. The grace and bounty of life 
are free to all, saint and sinner alike, who desire them. The voice of the wind, the 
poignancy of music, the shout of thunder all cry out to man, daring him to know himself. 
Sunlight, sea and stars and the splendour of a naked woman are the signs and witnesses 
of a covenant that is forever. We know these things; we know them with the only 
certainty that is ever given us. This is the beautiful-pitiable knowledge of childhood and 
first youth — that the world denies and necessity circumvents. This is the knowledge of 
the poets, artists and singes who are beloved and outcast by men and of the mystics 
whom the world calls mad. 

And man, self-castrated and self-frustrated, flees down the corridors of nightmare, 
pursued by monstrous machines, overwhelmed by satanic powers, haunted by vague 
guilts and terrors -- all created out of his own imagination. He escapes into absurdity, 
drowns his spirit in pretense, worships brass gods of power and tin gods of success. 

Then, shamed by his pretenses and frustrated by his self-denial, he projects his horror on 
imagined enemies, seeks release in scapegoats and false issues, thereby propitiating 



those bestial gods who have arisen from the shattered edolons of his spirit with sacrifices 
of blood. 


Nothing is of its nature, evil -- and nothing is of its nature, good. Evil is only excess; 
good is simply balance. All things are subject to abuse and likewise susceptible to 
beneficial use. Balance does not consist in denial or excess in indulgence. Balance can 
only be obtained by exceeding. The elemental forces in man's nature are so tremendous 
that they can only be balanced by an ultimate self-expression. To place limitations and 
restrictions on this nature is to build a wall of plaster around a sun. If we clip an eagles' 
wings or feed carrots to a lion we will not uplift or improve either species. 

The fundamental purpose of religion is to attain an identity with a power which we 
believe to be greater than ourselves, whose omnipotence and immortality we can share. 
Having achieved some sense of this identity, we then feel that we can cope with 
problems and attain ends with more confidence. The reliance on religion as well as the 
reliance on property can indicate a lack of self-reliance. 


We ourselves create this 'God of Power'. It is from our own individual 'self' that his power 
is drawn and this self is greater than any god which it creates. Therefore to know 
ourselves is the highest form of wisdom and to believe in ourselves is the highest form of 
faith. Science which seeks to know and art which seeks to interpret are two forms of love 
which constitute the only availing way of worship. That these two greatest expressions of 
the human spirit should be subservient to religion, politics, nationalism and war is the 
ultimate blasphemy. 


We are now in the midst of a tremendous battle of forces contending for domination over 
the mind and spirit of man. It is not, unfortunately, a battle between good and evil, 
between freedom and tyranny but rather a struggle of dogma against dogma and 
authority vs. authority. The contenders are fascism and communism. Each is a doctrine 
alien and hostile to the ideal of freedom. Each says that we must choose between one or 
the other and each is, in reality, identical. Each demands the absolute enslavement of 
the individual, the abnegation of the intellect and the subjugation of the will. The 
authoritarian is right, absolutely right, so right that every extreme of falsehood, 
suppression and tyranny is justified in the accomplishment of his 'divine' ends. Behind his 
benevolent paternalism lurks the star chamber and the concentration camp; behind his 
morality looms the stake and the inquisition of the "Old Time Religion" so many profess 
to long for. All these systems are old; older than human history. Freedom and democracy 
are the only new things under the sun and they offend alike the slaves and the slave 
masters. 


"Come unto me," goes the old harlot's song. "Come unto me you weary and heavily 
laden. Surrender your intolerable burden of freedom and I will fill your mouths with 
miracles and your bellies will be full of food. Come with me and I will confound your 
enemies and show you paradise. Look, you do not even have to change a name, only 
keep the letter and deny the spirit, for the letter giveth life." 


She is harvesting the nations now, that old whore, for an appointment in the place called 
Armageddon. There will be a hunting of free men in the name of freedom and there will 
be prisons and pogroms in the name of democracy, murder and slavery in the name of 
brotherhood, and all for the sake of dominion over the minds and bodies of men. 


There is a choice: the choice of freedom which has no other name and no other cause. 
Man, freed of his demons, without the need of a dogma or the use of a creed, can, of and 
by himself, avail, triumph and achieve significance. This is the faith of a liberal; belief in 



himself and belief in man. There is no other way to the full status of manhood. It is the 
long way, the hard way; through trial, error, failure and heartbreak — but it is the way 
guided by science and inspired by art; leading at long last to the stars. This is our choice: 
we may believe in ourselves, believe in our fellow men and in freedom and in 
brotherhood. We may start to achieve here and now that paradise which has so long 
been relegated to the hereafter. Or, with the dogmatists, the positivists, the 
authoritarians we can return again to the ape-hood from which we have so late arisen. 

If we wish identity with a greater power, let us seek union with ourselves -- our total self, 
raised to its highest potential of wisdom, knowledge and experience. If we wish to unite 
with the universe, let us court the whole of nature, all experience, all truth and the 
splendour of the awesome cosmos itself. For 'out there' lies the great campaign that 
comes first and last; the ultimate adventure of the individual into himself. He must go 
down like Moses into his unknown self, out into the new dimension, out with Orpheus and 
the barque of Arthur, with Tammuz and Adonis, with Mithra and Jesus, into the labyrinths 
of the Dark Land. There he will meet The Mother and hear Her final question: "What is 
man?". Thereafter, close by the heart of the cryptic Mother, he may find the Graal; 
ultimate consciousness, total remembrance, instinct made certain, reason made real. For 
it is he, wonderful monster, embryo god who has swum in the fish, shed the skin of the 
crocodile, peered from the eyes of serpents, swung with the apes and shaken the earth 
with tramp of the tyrannosaur's hoof. It is he who has cried out on all crosses, ruled on 
all thrones, grubbed in all gutters. It is he whose face is reflected and distorted in all 
heavens and hells — he, the Child of the Stars, the son of the ocean; this creature of 
dust, this wonder and terror called MAN. 

Chapter Four - The Woman Girt With the Sword 

It is to you woman, beautiful redeemer of the race, whom I address this chapter. That 
which stirs in you now is not madness, not sin, not folly -- but Life! This new life is the 
joy and the fire that will beget a new race; create a new heaven and new earth. When 
you were a child, did not the wind and the sun speak to you? Did you not hear the 
mountain's voice; the voice of the river and of the storm? Have you not heard the 
whisper of the stars and the ineffable voice in silence? Have you not gone naked in the 
forest with the wind on your body and felt the caress of Pan? Your heart has swollen with 
Spring, blossomed with Summer and saddened with Winter. These things are the 
covenant and in them is the truth that is forever. 

You have sought companions as high-hearted as yourself and found them not save in the 
elusive memories of dream and song. For you found a blight over the world; a blight of 
silence and sorrow. Your companions walked in guilt and shame, in fear, in hate, in sin 
and in the sorrow of sin. There was only nervous laughter and furtive pleasure; 
unsatisfying and shameful -- But be no longer sad, my beloved. Be joyous and unafraid 
for within you is the song that shall shatter the silence, the flame that will burn away the 
dross. 


It is you who are the redeemer from sing and sorrow, from guilt and shame. WOMAN; oh 
splendour incarnate! How long have you served in chains, a slave to the lust and guilt of 
pigs? How long have you writhed under the degradation of your Holy Name, "Whore", or 
suffered silently under the degradation called, "virtue"? How well you have known the 
stake, the rack, the whip, the chains of imprisonment and even entombment in the 
service of your master. 


And was the bond fear, was it weakness, was it cowardice and inferiority? Oh shame of 
man, it was none of these; it was love. A man was once crucified in a redemption that 



failed, yet if ten times ten million men were crucified, this infamy could not be redeemed. 
Husband, father, priest, jailer, judge, executioner, exploiter, seducer, destroyer — so has 
your lover mastered and defiled you. Yet pity him for he sought love... But finally there is 
an end and then the beginning and all the future will be with you. For you are the mother 
of a new race, the redeemer and lover of the new men; the men who shall be free. 


I shall speak to you of men. Men desire three things of a woman: a mother greater than 
themselves, a wife less than themselves and a lover equal with themselves. Against the 
mother they are in revolt, the wife they hold in contempt and the lover ever eludes them 
Consider the husband; how he throws his clothes about, eschews dirty dishes and 
housework and asserts himself in a loud voice. Consider the homosexual; how he hates 
woman and flees himself, fearing that he will slay her. Consider the great lover; how he 
grasps for love and his hands close on nothingness. These are bewildered, frightened 
children playing games against the dark. And those who wear brass and swords, who 
strut and slay, are they not the most frightened of all? Therefore pity them and forgive 
them. 


In the ancient world there were men for a season, before cities arose and they turned to 
gilded popinjays, gracefully accepting futility. Then came Christianity, an anodyne for 
slaves, an enteric for barbarians whose deeds gave them indigestion — and ultimately, a 
whip for slave masters. 

Faust was the prototype of the Middle Ages, but not the Faustus of whom Kit Marlowe 
tells. It was a darker Faust; Gilles de Rais, who betrays the Maid in his lust for power, 
then, after his fall and the failure of his prayers, he descends to horror in his cellars. This 
theme lasted an age until man, appalled by his nightmares, turned finally to a dream of 
liberty. 

It is the voice of Voltaire, jaded, cynical, weary of folly, that sounds the opening bar of a 
tremendous, mocking prelude. Tom Paine, one real man, broken and at last betrayed by 
all the wooden champions, Cagliostro, plotting the revenge of the Templars with a 
woman and a necklace. Will Blake, speaking uncomprehended with the tongue of angels, 
Shelley and his beautiful gesture; Swinburne, who almost recreated Helas before he too 
was broken -- Byron, Pushkin, Gautier; all instruments in a prelude to a symphony that 
was never played. And Science — how it was to save us! That "Brave New World" of 
Huxley, Darwin and H.G. Wells with only the voice of Spengler in dissent. Science 
remaking the world; an international language, a universal brotherhood beyond 
nationality, prejudice or creed... A beautiful vision fallen like a house of cards. You 
creators of the "New Age" who dare not speak, think or move without permission from 
the military, you unfettered titans who will hang for speaking across one border — where 
is your 'New World'? Champions, where is freedom? What treasure have we lost? We 
must turn to women for that answer. 


The key lies back ten thousand years ago in the Age of Isis that is mistakenly called "The 
Matriarchy". It was not a Matriarchy as we conceive it; a rule of club-women, of 
frustrated chickens, in fact it was not a rule at all; it was an equality. 


The Woman was and is the Priestess. In Her reposes the Mystery. She is the Mother, 
brooding yet tender, the lover, at once passionate and aloof, the wife, revered and 
cherished. She is the witch woman. She stands co-equal with her mate who is the 
chieftain, the hunter, the thinker and the doer. The woman is the Priestess, guardian of 
the mystery, syble of the unconscious and prophetess of dreams. Togther they balanced 
each other until the catastrophe of the Patriarchal Age, arch-typified by the monosexual 
monster, Jehova. Then, under the rule of Priests, woman became an inferior animal while 



man became isolated in his imagined superiority and found himself at the mercy of his 
own merciless intelligence. It was total war between the emotions that must and the 
intellect that will not. Every patriarchal religion is a self-contradictory monstrosity. They 
are dogmatic creeds that shift like straws in the wind of the intellect. Upon this shifting 
structure man has failed. He knows the futility of such artificial systems but he fights for 
them with all the sick fury his frustration can generate. In the process he has lost his 
mother, his wife has failed him and his lover eludes him. The Mystery has gone out of the 
Temple, banished by a senile and self-sufficient council of beards. 

Woman, Woman — where are you? Come back to us again. Forgive even if you cannot 
forget and serve once more in our Temples. Take us by the hand. Kiss us on the lips and 
tell us we are not alone. Witch-Woman, out of the ashes of the stake, rise again! It was 
in the Dianic Cult that the old way continued. Those splendid and terrible women; 
Messilina, Toffana, La Voisin and DeBrinvillies raised revenge to a high art. Others sought 
the forbidden mystery in secret rites and purchased a brief reunion at an awful price. 

This was the ope in the Maid of Orleans, the dream of hopeless millions that the woman 
who was to redeem them had come at last. Her failure and her fate teach us that 
innocence is no protection. Be cunning, oh woman, be wise, be subtle, be merciless. I 
have asked you to understand and forgive -- but forget not overmuch. Trust nothing but 
yourself. 

Now I have spoken of those great poisoners but there is a worse revenge. Know that all 
revenge is revenge on self and the most terrible is that taken by the frigid woman. Count 
her in the tens of millions. The curse lies in the failure of her mate to be a man and her 
failure to be true to herself but the cause is the dark guilt with which parents poison their 
children. There is also suppressed incestuous love and the fear of unwanted children -- 
yet those who have known of these things should have no shame there-from. Strength is 
not born, it is gained by understanding and overcoming. Go free; sing the old, wild song: 
EVOE 10, EVOE IACCHUS 10 PAN, PAN! EVOE BABALON! 

Go to the mountains and the forest; go naked in the Summer that you may regain the 
old joy. Love gladly and freely under the stars. But you say your body is not beautiful? 
Here is a secret: the body is molded by the mind. If you have embraced fear, repression, 
hate — then you may find your body repulsive. But go free, love joyously and without 
restraint. Run naked then watch the cheeks flush, the breasts well and the supple 
contours develop from the flowing rhythms of life. Disease and deformity are bred in fear 
and hate, therefore be fearless lovers and ever beautiful. 

The woman is the Priestess of the Irrational World! Irrational - but how enormously 
important, and how dangerous because it is unadmitted or denied, we do not want to be 
drunken, murderous, frustrated, poverty-stricken and miserable without cause. These 
conditions are not reasonable or 'scientific' and yet they do exist. We say we do not want 
war but war seems a psychological necessity. Wars will continue until that need is 
otherwise fulfilled. We do not love or hate a person because it is "reasonable". We are 
moved willy-nilly, despite our reason and our will, by forces from the unconscious, 
irrational world. These forces speak to us in dreams, in symbols and in our own 
incomprehensible actions. These passions can only be redeemed by intuitive 
understanding in the feminine province. Only after such understanding can will and 
intelligence be truly effective for otherwise they are blind and powerless against the tides 
of emotion. 

Woman, put away unworthy weapons. Put away malice and poison, frigidity and 
childishness. Draw the two-edged sword of freedom and call fora man to meet you in 
fair combat; a man fit to be your husband and a father to your eagle brood. Call upon 



him, test him by the sword and he will be worthy of you. Together you will be archetypes 
of the new race. 

Somewhere in the world today there is a woman for whom the Sword is forged. 
Somewhere there is one who has heard the trumpets of the New Age and who will 
respond. She will respond, this new woman, to the high clamor of those sar-trumpets; 
she will come as a perilous flame and a devious song, a voice in the judgement halls, a 
banner before armies. She will come girt with the Sword of Freedom. Before her, kings 
and priests will tremble, cities and empires will fall, and she will be called BABALON, The 
Scarlet Woman. She will be lustful and proud, subtle and deadly forthright and invincible 
as a naked blade. Women will respond to her war cry, throwing off their chains, men will 
respond to her challenge, forsaking foolish ways. She will shine as the ruddy Evening 
Star in the lurid sunset of Gotterdamerung. She will shine again as a Morning Star when 
the night has passed and a new dawn breaks over the garden of Pan. 

To you, oh unknown woman, is The Sword of Freedom pledged. 
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Obese corpse sets fire to funeral home 


metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukThursday 27 Apr 2017 7:15 am 

Damage from the fire at the funeral 
home (Picture: WCPO) 

A funeral home was badly damaged 
in a fire after they tried to cremate an 
‘overly obese’ corpse. 

The fire started at the Hillside Chapel 
Crematory on Tuesday night in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Don Catchen, owner of the funeral 
home, said flames from a cremation 
spread outside a furnace when the 

fire got too hot in what he describes as a ‘freak accident.’ 



He said: ‘My operator was in the process of cremating remains and (the body) was overly obese 
and apparently it got a little hotter than the unit is supposed to get. 


‘One of the cremation containers that we had close got caught on fire and that’s what burnt.’ 



'Overly obese' corpse causes crematorium firehttp://metro.co.uk/video/1454395 


This is a modal window. 


Fortunately nobody was injured and 
the crematorium is well protected in 
case of fire (Picture: 
WCPO)Firefighters put out the blaze 
and no one was hurt, according to 
the Associated Press 


Mr Catchen told WCPO-TV that 
fireproofing measures at the 
business limited the damage and 
the spread of the flames to one 


area, and no other bodies were affected. 


He told WCPO-TV: The containers that we use — that we have to place the remains in to cremate 
them — that’s the only thing that’s burnt. 

WLWT-TV reports that a vent pipe was damaged, and the flames spread to roof material and some 
cardboard boxes, creating an estimated $30,000 in damage. 
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Etching from "The Great Miseries of War", Jacques Callot (1633) 


While writing my steampunk murder mysteries, I read a lot about dead bodies and hangings. 
Gallows superstitions—those associated with executions—were rife in Britain in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

Got a hanged man’s corpse? Don’t know what to do now? 

Here are a few ideas from the pages of history: 

1. Use him for science 

If you were a medical student, you needed corpses to dissect. Unfortunately for you, folks were 
fussy about the fate of their fleshly remains. To be dissected was shameful and undignified, and in 
the pre-antibiotic age of epidemics, stories of prematurely diagnosed death were rife: fear of being 
“buried alive” and cut up before you’d fully expired was real. Not to mention that on Judgment 
Day, the dead were supposed to rise from the grave to be changed—if you weren’t buried according 
to Christian rites, your soul was in serious trouble. 

So in 18th century England, only the bodies of executed criminals could legally be dissected. The 
Murder Act 1751— “an Act for better preventing the horrid Crime of Murder”—made being 
“anatomized” part of the death sentence. After you were hanged, your body would be dissected in 
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public, your bones boiled, your organs pickled in jars, your hide tanned. Presumably because 
slowly strangling in front of a howling crowd until you died covered in your own excrement just 
didn’t suck enough to stop people murdering each other. 

Still, university dissections were limited to 10 felons per year—none at all for private anatomy 
schools—which meant a chronic cadaver shortage. Which in turn meant thriving opportunities for 
grave-robbers and body-snatchers— which in its turn meant middle-class paranoia about body 
theft and a burgeoning market in tamper-proof burials. Cemeteries employed armed guards, 
graves were enclosed with iron grilles, coffins were made theft-proof. When people started 
murdering in order to sell their victims’ corpses (such as notorious Burke and Hare, and in London 
the case of the Italian Boy), Parliament decided they’d had enough and, despite ongoing public 
uneasiness about dissection, passed the Anatomy Act 1832, allowing the unclaimed bodies of poor 
people (not the upper classes, naturally) to be anatomized. 

2. Turn him into cash 

For the hangman, execution day was a bonanza. Not only did you get paid for your work, there 
were many sidelines where you could squeeze extra cash. For instance, the touch of an executed 
person’s hand was said to cure skin lesions. People bribed the hangman to let them line up beneath 
the gallows, and when the unfortunate villain expired, they’d file past and wipe the dead hand over 
their warts. Nice. 

Additional lucrative areas included selling pieces of the hanging rope (another lucky charm and 
disease cure) and the hanged man’s blood (ditto). The condemned liked to put on a brave face and 
dress in their best to be hanged, so the hangman made a profit selling their clothes. If you wanted 
to cheat the bastard, you turned up in your nightgown— or already dressed in your shroud. 

3. Bring him back to life 

Long before it was popularized by Frankenstein, scientists had noticed that applying current from 
a galvanic battery to muscles—such as a frog’s severed legs—made them move. Could electricity be 
the “spark of life”? The Italian scientist Aldini electrified the corpse of a man named Forster at 
Newgate Prison in 1803, causing the body’s face and limbs to contort alarmingly. Audience 
members were said to have fainted, and one supposedly died of shock. 

In Glasgow in 1818, the galvanic “resurrection” of the hanged man Mathew Clydesdale caused a 
sensation. According to witness reports, the dead man revived and had to be stabbed back to death 
with a scalpel by one of the anatomists. 
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4. Make him a warning to others 

Back then, the establishment didn’t consider that crime has social causes. To keep those pesky 
poor people from stealing your stuff, you only had to make the punishments extremely horrible. In 
addition to executing people for pretty much everything under the so-called “Bloody Code”— which 
probably actually exacerbated crime, as evidenced by the saying “might as well hang for a sheep as 
a lamb”—this included putting the corpse on display for other people to sneer at. 

Gibbeting, or “hanging in chains,” involved pickling the corpse with tar and hanging it in a cage by 
the roadside. People would steal the body parts to sell (the Anatomy Act didn’t cover parts, only 
whole corpses) or other purposes. Drinking from a gibbeted criminal’s skull (?? who was the first to 
try this?) cured epilepsy, for instance. And there’s always this: 

5. Make a ‘Hand of Glory’ 

The severed hand of a newly-executed prisoner was a prized commodity for burglars. What you do 
is pickle or dry the hand—preferably the one that “did the deed”—then you make some wax (by 
rendering the felon’s fat, naturally) and fashion a candle cradled in the pickled hand, with the dead 
man’s hair as the wick. Lighting this monstrosity would put everyone in the house you were 
robbing to sleep ... or render them motionless ... or maybe it made you invisible? Something like 
that. Whatever. 

The Hand of Glory is a staple of English folk tales— and a desiccated human hand in Whitby 
Museum purports to be one— but there’s little hard evidence of anyone actually trying this. Perhaps 
it worked, so they were never caught! During the North Berwick witch trials (1590) one John Fian 
confessed to employing a Hand of Glory, but when a witchfinder is pulling your fingernails out you 
tend to tell him what you imagine he wants to hear. Needless to say, poor John was burned—which 
at least saved him from being anatomized, I suppose. 



Viola Carr was born in Australia, but wandered into darkest London one foggy October 
evening and never found her way out. She now devours countless history books and 
dictates fantastical novels by gaslight, accompanied by classical music and the snoring of 
her slumbering cat. She likes steampunk, and thought it would be cool to investigate wacky 
crimes with crazy gadgets...just so long as her heroine was the creator of said wacky 
gadgets: a tinkerer, edgy, with a dash of mad scientist. Her most recent novel, The 
Dastardly Miss Lizzie, is now available from Harper Voyager. 
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Georgia inmate seeks execution by firing squad - CNN.com 


u.s. + 

injection too painful 

By Ralph Ellis, CNN 

© Updated 10:43 PM ET, Fri May 12, 2017 


Live TV 



J.W. Ledford Jr. is scheduled to be executed Tuesday, May 16, in Georgia. 


(CNN) — A Georgia inmate is asking to be executed by a firing 
Story highlights squad because he says lethal injection would be too painful for 

him. 

Convicted murderer J.W. Ledford Jr. takes a pain medication, 
gabapentin, that changed his brain chemistry so much the 
lethal injection drug pentobarbital might not make him 
unconscious and would cause him "to suffer an excruciating 
death," according to documents filed by his lawyer in US 
District Court. 

"Mr. Ledford proposes that the firing squad is a readily 
implemented and more reliable alternative method of execution that would eliminate the risks posed to him by 
lethal injection," his lawyers said in court papers filed Thursday. 

The Georgia attorney general's office replied Friday there was no proof a firing squad would be less painful and 
contended there was "no substantial risk" he would suffer severe pain in a Georgia execution by lethal injection. 

The state also questioned the timing of Ledford's arguments. He is scheduled to be executed on Tuesday. 


J.W. Ledford Jr. has been on death row 25 
years 

His lawyers say medication has changed his 
brain chemistry 
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lawyers wrote. "If plaintiff really thought the firing squad was a 
reasonable alternative he could have alerted the State years, 
instead of 5 days, before his execution." 

Ledford's lawyers concede they don't expect their legal 
strategy to succeed. 

Legal precedent only allows him to suggest an alternative 
form of execution allowed by Georgia, but the state only 
authorizes lethal injection, the lawyers wrote. Ledford's 
"dilemma illustrates why this standard is unworkable," the 
lawyers said. 

The lawyers ask that the judge grant a declaratory judgment 
that Georgia's use of lethal injection violates Ledford's eighth 
amendment rights, grant an injunction preventing the state 
from proceeding with an execution using pentobarbital and prevent the state from discontinuing Ledford's use of 
his pain medication. 

Killed neighbor in 1992 

Ledford has been on death row 25 years. He was convicted of murder and other crimes in the death of an elderly 
neighbor, Dr. Harry Buchanan Johnston Jr., in Murray County, Georgia, on January 31,1992. 

He's suffered nerve pain in his back, hips and legs for at least 10 years, his lawyers say, and has been treated with 
gabapentin, commonly marketed as Neurontin, which is often used to treat epilepsy and neuropathic pain. 

His lawyers say gabapentin alters a person's brain chemistry by making brain receptors more receptive to the drug 
and less receptive to other drugs, including pentobarbital. 

In the court documents, the Georgia attorney general's office calls that statement speculative and says the 5,000 
mg of pentobarbital used in Georgia executions is more than enough to prevent Ledford from feeling pain. 

Controversy over midazolam 

Lethal injection is the most common form of execution in the United States, but pentobarbital is not the most 
controversial element. 



Related Video: Lethal injection explained 
01:27 



Death row inmates nationwide have challenged the use of 
midazolam in executions. 

Critics say it's a sedative but not a painkilling anesthetic, 
meaning the condemned would feel tortuous pain from the 
drugs that come next. 

Executed inmate's convulsions put spotlight on midazolam 

Some inmates executed with midazolam convulsed and 
gasped after receiving injections. For instance, it took almost 
two hours for an Arizona inmate to die in 2014, with one 
witness saying it was like a "fish on shore gulping for air." 
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midazolam in a 2015 ruling. 


However, the US Supreme Court upheld the use of 


3 states allow firing squads 

Mississippi, Oklahoma and Utah allow a firing squad to be used for executions, though lethal injection is the 
primary method in all three states, according to the Death Penalty Information Center website. 

Ledford's lawyers concentrate on Utah, saying the state has executed three people by firing squad since 1976, 
most recently in July 2010. 

"In Utah's most recent execution by firing squad, the inmate was seated in a chair set up between stacked 
sandbags to prevent the bullets from ricocheting," his lawyers wrote. "A target was pinned over the inmate's heart. 
Five shooters set up at a distance of 21 feet from the inmate, armed with .30-caliber Winchester rifles. One rifle 
was loaded with blanks so that no one knew which officer killed the inmate. The inmate was pronounced dead 
two minutes after he was shot." 

A firing squad has less chance for "operator error" and would reduce Ledford's chance of experiencing severe 
pain, his lawyers wrote. 
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German Satanist denies ordering murder of devil worshiping ex- 
wife 

10:45 edt, 29 May 2017 \ dailymail.co.uk 


German Satanist denies ordering the murder of his devil worshiping ex-wife from behind 
bars after the pair were jailed for butchering a friend and drinking his blood 

• Daniel Ruda and his former wife Manuela murdered Frank Hackert in 2001 

• The pair stabbed Hackert 66 times on top a coffin and drunk his blood 

• Satanist Ruda was sentenced to 15 years in jail but is now hoping for release 

• But now he's been accused of plotting a contract murder on his ex-wife 

By Allan Hall In Berlin for MailOnline 

A Satantic killer - who together with his devil-worshiping bride butchered their friend upon a coffin to 
drink his blood - appeared in court on Monday charged with plotting a new contract killing behind 
bars. 

Daniel Ruda's alleged target: his now ex-wife who is free while he languishes in jail 16 years after 
the ritualistic killing which shocked the world. 

Ruda, who when he was sentenced had filed his teeth to razor sharpness to make himself look like 
a vampire, is accused at Bochum State Court of planning a hit on his ex Manuela who divorced him 
while behind bars. 


Daniel Ruda and his wife Manuela stabbed 
baker Frank Hackert 66 times, drinking his 
blood on top a coffin 

Ruda, pictured in 2002, filed his teeth to razor 
sharpness to make himself look like a vampire 

'That's nonsense,' said Ruda. 'A grotesque 
accusation and untrue.' 

According to prosecutors he tried to hire a 
female he met through contact advertisements 
in 2012 to carry out the plan. 

But for the first time since he and Manuela were sentenced in 2002 he admitted the 'Satanic 
sacrifice' of a man called Frank Hackert at the home they shared in Bochum in 2001. 

David and Manuela spent holidays in England in Scotland, attending devil-worshiping parties. But 
when the pair were imprisoned the romance soured, and she divorced him while locked up 

She shared in the blood-drinking ritual after Frank, a baker, was stabbed 66 times on a coffin they 
used as a coffee table. 

Ruda was sentenced to 15 years in jail for killing Frank, 33. 

The court at their original sentencing heard that the couple spent holidays in England and Scotland, 
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sleeping in graveyards and attending devil-worship parties. 


Manuela was sentenced to 13 years for her role and has since been freed from a psychiatric unit but 
is still receiving treatment. She has been given a new identity and has no further contact with Ruda. 


Ruda, who works as a librarian at a prison near Dortmund, petitioned last year to be allowed to 
rejoin society. 


Ruda was sentenced to 15 years in jail for 
his murder, but petitioned last year to be 
released 

His lawyer Hans Reinhardt said at the time: 
'We want to show that he is not a 
dangerous man. In jail he takes no drugs, 
drinks no alcohol. His mother, who is 75, 
visits him regularly. She has only one wish; 
to see her son free before she dies. 

'He wants to rejoin society, find a wife, settle 
down and have a family.' 

However he's now accused of trying to hire a 
contract killer to infiltrate the psychiatric 
institute where Manuela was imprisoned and 
murder her 

But Doris Hacked, mother of the dead man, 
said: 'I hope they don't let him out. I am not 
well. I am psychiatrically shattered. I cry a lot. 
It would be a nightmare for me if they let him 
out.' 

The couple said they had chosen their victim 
for sacrifice because he was 'so funny and 

would be the perfect court jester for Satan'. 
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The prosecution alleges Ruda was angry and upset at Manuela both leaving him and getting out of 
jail before him. 



Ruda says the latest accusations are 
'grotesque' and 'untrue'. He has changed 
his name to David Wenger in anticipation 
of his release 


Manuela has since been freed from her 
psychiatric unit. She has a new identity 
and is still receiving mental health 
treatment 


A court spokesman said: 'The plan was 
seemingly for the woman he contacted to 
get a job in the kitchens of the psychiatric 
unit where his ex wife was and to kill her 
there out of revenge.' 


But she went to police instead, leading Ruda - 
now grey haired and wearing a white shirt - 
back into the dock on a charge of incitement 
to murder. 


He insisted: 'There was no contract to 
murder. The prosecution has acted with blind 
zeal.' 


But a fellow prisoner is due to give 
evidence that he told him of the 
murder plot. 


Ruda added: 'It's a lie from someone 
who wants to make himself look 
important.' And his lawyer brands 
the alleged hit woman a fantasist. 


If he is found not guilty he could be 
released soon - but a fresh 


conviction will mean as many as seven more years behind bars. 


A fresh 


conviction for Ruda could mean as 
many as seven more years behind 
bars 


Ruda has changed his own name since he was jailed in anticipation of release. He is now called 
Daniel Wegner. 


Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd 


Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group 
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USC Digital Folklore Archives 

A database of folklore performances 


Nationality: American 
Primary Language: English 
Other Language(s): None 
Age: 62 

Residence: New York City, USA 
Performance Date: April 8, 2017 (telephonically) 

Alan is a 62- year old man, born and raised in New Jersey who is a 2nd Generation American 
whose ancestry is Austrian and Russian. 

Interviewer: Good Morning. You mentioned that you experienced your mother’s family superstition 
first hand when you were a youngster. Can you explain it? 

Informant: Sure. My mother would always pull my ears and those of my sister, when we were very 
young, when she heard that either a relative or person she knew had just died. 

Interviewer: Was there a reason why she did this? 

Informant: She never spoke directly about this, but my mother was a superstitious individual when 
it came to the evil eye. I have to assume that this had something to do with that. For instance, she 
would always dress my sister and me in red if we were visiting someone who she felt possessed an 
evil eye. I remember one time when she just stood in front of this particular person and walking 
backward pushed my sister and me out of the room. I was young and didn’t really think anything 
about it. 

As I got older I began to realize that the pulling of our ears when she spoke about the dead was a 
part of her superstitious beliefs. I never observed this behavior with her sisters and brothers (my 
aunts and uncles). Her mother and father (my grandparents) were both dead before I was born so I 
never saw if it was somehow connected this action to them. However, knowing my mother, she 
might have come up with this crazy superstition all on her own. 

Interviewer: Does She Still Do This? 

Informant: No. The last time I remember her tugging at my ears was when my Great Uncle Joe had 
passed away when I was 13. We were driving to a supermarket and my father asked my Mother 
when was Joe’s funeral. As he did she reached around from the front car seat and managed to grab 
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my left ear, but I twisted and prevented her from getting my right one. From that day forward, she 
never tugged my ears again!” 

Thoughts about the piece: 

Superstitious gestures like this one become ingrained even if connection to meaning is lost. 
http://www. imamother.com/foru m/viewtopic.php?t=172695 

For other Jewish superstitious customs see: http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/popular- 
superstitions/ 


J — Collected by Chandler Zausner 

Posted Monday, 1st of May 2017 at 01:21:16 AM 

Comments are closed. 
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Louie Riddle (far left) - Megan Petrie (middle left) Ashley Faulkner (middle) - 


Nicholas Cash (middle right) - Kallie Camp (far right) 


UNION, SC (WSPA) - Five people 
who say they were hunting ghosts 
were arrested on burglary charges 
after breaking in to the old Sims 
Middle School, according to Union 
Police. 

One of the men had a gun and 
drugs, according to the report. 

Police say it happened around 4 
a.m. Saturday. 

An officer was on patrol on Sims 
Drive when he saw a Jeep parked in 


the rear or the school. 


They thought someone might be inside the old school so they went through the fence and found an 
open door. 

They went inside and started to check rooms. They smelled a strong odor of marijuana and heard 
noise coming from upstairs. 

They checked a room and found 2 men and 3 women trying to hide behind the door, according to 
the report. 

Officers say they pulled their weapons and told them to get on the floor with their hands on their 
heads. 


They found a handgun and knife on one of the men. 

They also found a marijuana cigarette and a half smoked joint as well, according to the report. 

When the officers asked them why they were in the building, they all said they were investigating for 
a ghost. 

They told the officers they heard the place was haunted and they were ghost hunting. 

CHARGED 


Louie Morris Riddle, 24 (AKA: Woo Woo) - Petit Larceny, Burglary Second Degree, Unlawful 
Carrying of a Handgun, Simple Possession of Marijuana 
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Kallie Michelle Camp, 27 - Petit Larceny, Burglary Second Degree 
Nicholas Jarryd Cash, 29 - Petit Larceny, Burglary Second Degree 
Megan Leigh Petrie, 26 - Petit Larceny, Burglary Second Degree 
Ashley Victoria Faulkner, 24 - Petit Larceny, Burglary Second Degree 

WSPA.com 



Nexstar 

MEDIA GROUP, INC. 


© 1998-2017 WSPA.com | Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. | All rights reserved. 
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The 'ghost man' with a rare condition that makes his skin look 
burned 

07:54 edt, 24 May 2017 \ dailymail.co.uk 


The 'ghost man' forced to hideaway after locals thought he was an evil spirit because of rare 
condition that causes his skin to look burned 

• Antonio Reloj, 26, from the Philippines, was born with a rare form of ichthyosis 

• The rare condition causes 'widespread and persistent thick, dry, fish-scale skin' 

• He's been bullied mercilessly since he was 12, when his mother abandoned him 

• As he got older, his skin became thicker and harder and his eyesight got worse 

• He now hides away in wooden shack after residents branded him an evil spirit 

By Jay Akbar For Mailonline 

A Filipino man with a rare skin condition which makes his skin looked burned has been relentlessly 
bullied by locals who brand him a 'cursed' Ghost Man. 

Antonio Reloj, 26, was born with a severe form of ichthyosis, which causes his skin to harden, crack 
and appear burned. 

His mother abandoned him when he was 12, leaving his grandmother to raise him in remote Aklan 
province, Philippines. 

Antonio's condition worsened as his skin became thicker and harder and his eyesight started to 
deteriorate as it spread across his face. 


Filipino man Antonio Reloj, who has a rare skin 
condition which makes his skin looked burned, 
has been relentlessly bullied by locals who brand 
him a 'ghost man' 




Antonio, 26, was born with a severe form of ichthyosis, which causes his skin to harden, crack and 
appear burned 

He used to enjoy visiting the local market and going to church but now spends his days hidden in a 
wooden shack, after residents branded him a 'non human' evil spirit. 
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Antonio now has some hope of being treated after good Samaritans took him to capital city Manila 
for treatment. 

Antonio, who dreams of becoming an electrician, said he spends his days listening to the radio and 
tinkering with the electronics. 

He said: 'When I was a child I was happy to go outside. People say that I am a ghost. I stay at home 
now. 

'I dream of being healthy again and having a job, to become an electrician is my dream. 

'My skin hurts a lot when I move too much. I hope people will understand that I am just human like 
them.' 



Antonio, who dreams of becoming an electrician, said he spends his days listening to the radio and 
tinkering with the electronics 


Antonio, whose unknown father left before he was born, is due to speak with medics as he leaves 
the village for the first time after good Samaritans were alerted to his plight and the country's 
national broadcaster documented his life. 

Doctors first have to diagnose the form of ichthyosis that Antonio is suffering from. 

They can then prescribe a topical lotion to properly hydrate his cracked skin, though finding a cure is 
unlikely. 

Antonio's cousin Jesselyn Rebutar said ignorant locals had dubbed him a 'creature, ghost or 
monster'. 

She said: 'Antonio told me that he just wants to stay at home and not go outside. He said that 
people call him a creature, a ghost, a monster, so he is shy now. 

'They believe he is cursed. It makes me so sad. He has a beautiful smile and is a human being. 
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'I am thrilled to be able to help him. To see him is to understand what pain and suffering really is. 



'My skin hurts a lot when I move too much,' says 
Antonio. 'I hope people will understand that I am 
just human like them' 



Antonio now has some 
hope of being treated 
after good Samaritans 
took him to capital city 
Manila for treatment 

'People are derisive to 
him because of his 
illness. He has been like 
it since he was two 
three years old. 

'He has grown up but it 


has not been a normal life and his illness has always got worse. 


'I hope and pray he can go to school to study and live a happy life and people are kind to him.' 
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Watch: 8-foot alligator captured in back yard a month after first sightings - UPI.com 


Elusive 'Ghost Gator' caught after a month roaming Florida city upi.com 


By Ben Hooper | May 5, 2017 at 4:36 PM 

This 8-foot alligator was caught in a 
Bloomingdale, Fla., back yard after being 
repeatedly spotted wandering the 
neighborhood for about a month. Photo by 
the Hillsborough County Sheriff's 
Office/Facebook 

May 5 (UPI) -- An 8-foot alligator nicknamed 
the "Ghost Gator" for its ability to vanish has 
been captured after a month of stalking a 
Florida neighborhood. 

Vincent and Angelika Tifer of Bloomingdale 
said the alligator turned up Thursday in their back yard, just outside the screened-in pool. 

"All the sudden it started hissing at me and then it opened up its mouth and I went running," Vincent 
Tifer told WFTS-TV. 

Deputies Caitlin LaVigne and Nathan Hall responded to the home with licensed trapper Robb 
Upthegrove to wrangle the reptile, nicknamed the "Ghost Gator" by neighbors who have spotted it 
during the past month only to have it vanish before authorities arrived. 

"They'd been hunting for him. You know, they live in a 2 1/2-mile radius. He said they've been 
looking in this area because they haven't been able to find him," Tifer said. 

Angelika Tifer captured video of Upthegrove and the deputies struggling with the alligator. 

"You don't think it's going to happen in your back yard," she said. 

The Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office shared photos of the alligator's capture on Facebook. 
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By Spooky on May 17th, 2017 Category: News 

Paul Sanyangore, a controversial pastor from Zimbabwe claims that he received God’s phone number from the 
Almighty Himself, and often receives calls from Him on how to best help his congregates. 

Sanyangore, who also goes by the name “Pastor Talent”, first made the outrageous claim in February, after a 
video of him allegedly talking on the phone with God during a service at his church, Victory World International 
Ministries, went viral on social media. In an interview with Zimbabwean news site H-Metro, he revealed that he 
was indeed on the phone with the Almighty, adding that he was surprised to see people so shocked about the 
whole thing. 


Photo: H-Metro 

“I have a direct channel, actually I have 
his number and I can call him when 
need rises,” Sanyangore said. “It is 
possible to talk to God, why would you 
doubt that I got a call from him? I 
actually have a direct line which I can 
call him and get instructions on how to 
proceed. I got this when I was praying 
and I heard a voice telling me to call 
direct.” 

“I got instructions on the phone on what 
to do or say and that is what happened 
on Sunday. If the heavens spoke to 
Abraham why not us? You are of faith and people will always have doubts while others are being delivered,” the 
pastor added. 




The big reveal never really happened, but that 
doesn’t mean Sanyangore lied. No, he just didn’t 
think it was the right time to do it. At the beginning 
of May, in a follow-up interview with H-Metro, he said he’ll definitely reveal God’s digits this month. 


Photo: H-Metro 

And if that wasn’t weird enough, Paul Sanyangore 
then went on to say that he would be launching a 
new show on his church’s television channel, 
Victory TV, called “Heaven Online”, where more of 
his phone conversations with God could be heard. 
He even said that he planned to reveal God’s 
phone number during a special service at 
the Victory World International Ministries, and 
invited people to attend so they could witness the 
miracle. 


Photo: Victory TV/YouTube 

“The time is ripe, come Sunday the contact will be shared. I will not intercede on behalf of people they will be 
talking to the creator directly. We will have the event beamed on our television channel, Victory TV for the 
avoidance of explanations and misrepresentations,” he said. 
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“When the Israelites demanded to see 
God, Moses prayed and asked God to 
present himself. I have had a similar 
situation and it is time that I share the 
contact and there are conditions thereto. 
People have to be pure come Sunday to 
contain the number. It is going to be a 
prophetic service and e will be at our 
base Kingstons House, it is a day not to 
be missed for healing and deliverance.” 


Photo: HowAfrica.com 


Only he didn’t reveal the phone number 
this time either. Instead, one of the 
people attending Sanyangore’s service, 
a man called Tich Mataz, got a phone call 
from God in front of the whole congregation. 
He started delivering prophetic messages, 
and Pastor Talent said that the miracle was 
enough to prove that he was telling the truth 
the whole time. Oh, and also, after receiving 
the call from Heaven, this Mich Mataz guy 
can now be considered a prophet... 


And just in case this story sounds to 
unbelievable to be true, here’s a 40-minute 
recording of Pastor Sanyangore’s “Heaven 
Online” TV show, where he can be seen 
talking on the phone with God Himself. Enjoy! 


So-called Christian pastors in Southern Africa are a special bunch. I know I’m generalizing, and that some of 
them are actually decent people, but so many of them are definitely not. In the past few years we’ve seen these 
“men of God” convince their followers to eat grass or human hair, drink motor oil and even get sprayed in the 
face with bug repellent, if they want to be saved, healed and delivered. And now we can add Paul Sanyangore’s 
scam to the list. I actually wonder what these people will come up with next. 
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Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte vows to EAT ISIS fanatics 'with vinegar and salt' in chilling echo of Hannibal Lecter 


Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte vows to EAT ISIS fanatics 'with 

vinegar and salt' thesun.ie 


The Irish Sun, A News Ireland Company 

FILIPINO President Rodrigo Duterte has warned ISIS extremists he will “eat their livers” if they are 
captured by his troops. 


The outspoken president, 71, who has boasted about killing criminals, made the comments during 
the opening of a national sports tournament in Laos on Sunday. 



It comes after he ordered troops to kill fleeing jihadists 
behind a foiled terror attack in Bohol - a popular tourist 
destination - calling the Islamic extremists “animals.” 

Several Philippine soldiers, two civilians, and at least four 
militants including an alleged leader of the terror group 
Abu Sayyaf were killed in clashes on Tuesday - before 
terrorists could carry out a kidnapping and bombing plot. 

Duterte warned: “If you want me to be an animal, I’m also 
used to that. We’re just the same. I can dish out, go down 
what you can 50 times over.” 




He then 
threatened to 
“eat” organs of 
members of the 
Islamist militants 
that operated in 
his country. 

Addressing the 
crowd, Duterte 
said: “Just drive 
me to extreme 
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Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte vows to EAT ISIS fanatics 'with vinegar and salt' in chilling echo of Hannibal Lecter 


anger, and I can eat a person. Give me salt and vinegar and I’ll eat his liver.” 

“You know, I am capable of eating a person. If you anger me, in truth, I will eat you alive. Raw.” 

Duterte, who had previously revealed his cousins may have joined terrorist groups linked to 
ISIS, vowed he would stop at nothing to find those responsible for the attack. 

The Philippine president, famous for his blunt remarks and tough stance on drugs, came into power 
in June 2016 and promised to deal with the drug problems facing the country. 

His foul-mouthed rants have repeatedly made headlines including calling former US President 
Barack Obama a “son of a wh*re”. 


Since he came into power, thousands of 
people in the Philippines have lost their lives 
as vigilantes carry out the orders to eradicate 
his country’s epidemic drug problem. 

More than 5,600 have been killed, many 
gunned down in executions administered by 
ruthless vigilantes. 

Duterte has denied involvement in the 
violence on the streets but warned his citizens 
that there would only be peace if people 
stopped taking drugs. 

Rodrigo Duterte admits he has PERSONALLY murdered criminals 

©News Group Newspapers Limited in England No. 679215 Registered office: 1 London Bridge 
Street, London, SE1 9GR "The Sun", "Sun", "Sun Online" are registered trademarks or trade names 
of News Group Newspapers Limited. This service is provided on News Group Newspapers' 

Limited's Standard Terms and Conditions in accordance with our Privacy & Cookie Policy. To inquire 
about a licence to reproduce material, visit our Syndication site. View our online Press Pack. For 
other inquiries Contact Us. To see all content on The Sun, please use the Site Map. The Sun 
website is regulated by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO) 
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18-karat gold crown found in baggage at Dusseldorf airport - The Local 


18-karat gold crown found in baggage at Dusseldorf airport thelocal.de 


The Local 
18 April 2017 
16:33 CEST+02:00 

Drugs, luxury watches, protected animals - 
customs agents are used to preventing illegal 
items from crossing borders. But this one 
might just be the "king" of all attempted 
smuggles. 

German customs agents reported on Tuesday 
that they had found the “king of smugglers”. 

A man from Iran had tried to pass through the 
"nothing to declare" exit before he was 

As customs agents searched through the travel bag of the 43-year-old man, they made one of their 
most unusual discoveries. Along with 600 cigarettes, the man had stowed a 126-gram crown made 
of 18-karat gold. 

The man told customs agents that the crown originally came from Afghanistan and was sent to Iran. 
He was supposed to transport it to Belgium as a wedding gift for a man. 

Officials estimate that the crown is worth around €3,500. 

Air travellers coming from non-EU countries to Germany are not allowed to carry more than 200 
cigarettes with them into the country. They also must pay import duties on items worth more than 
€430. 

The customs agents initiated a criminal procedure against the man for attempted fiscal evasion. But 
because he paid the necessary duty of about €850 at the airport, as well as a bail payment towards 
his potential punishment, he was permitted to take his items with him. 

Some of Dusseldorf airport's more strange finds include a stuffed, dead Nile crocodile for a 
travelers' mum; a stuffed falcon wearing a Nazi SS cap; and the skeletons of penguins and snakes. 





p.- - 

Photo: Dusseldorf Customs. 

stopped for a baggage check at Dusseldorf airpot. 
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Grass Farmer Takes Loss After Off-Roaders Go Mudding 


Grass Farmer Takes Loss After Off-Roaders Go Mudding 

Reported by Carolina Cruz Reporter https://www.facebook.com/KRGV-Carolina-Cruz-1758714707719808/ 

2017 / 04/26 krgv.com 


Posted: Apr 26, 2017 4:50 PM PDT Updated: Apr 26, 2017 4:50 PM PDT 

Grass Farmer Takes Loss After Off-Roaders Go Mudding 

The farmer said it wasn't the first time his property was damaged. 



WESLACO - A Rio Grande Valley 
farmer is trying to recover from a 
huge financial loss caused by 
trespassing off roaders. The 
mudding enthusiasts carved out his 
property overnight. 

Felix Guajardo said it isn’t the first 
time he’s lost a day or two before 
harvest. He said he can’t afford the 
constant loss in crop, time and 
money. 


“A few marks and then it got worse and worse,” he said. 

The destruction was the work of someone who cost Guajardo to shut down his farm for the day. 

“My wife heard the screaming of the engines last night at 9:30, 10 p.m.,” Guajardo said. 

He said about five minutes went by from the time he heard engines roaring on his property to 
silence. 

“The sheriff’s department said not to confront them, to call them. But by the time they get here 
they’re gone,” Guajardo said. 

In the morning, he got a better view of the damage left behind. He and his wife couldn’t stomach 
what they saw. 

The damage done to the field is a five-acre loss, costing Guajardo farms thousands of dollars. 
Spring time is harvest season for grass farmers. Guajardo has been at it for almost 50 years. 
He’s one of many generations before him that tended to the land. 

“We spend a whole year to get it ready to harvest and then this happens, they ruin the crop,” the 
farmer said. 

Guajardo irrigated his property earlier this week. He said the wet pasture made matters worse. 

“Oh yeah we can’t, you know once they do that, most of that part is gone,” he said. 

The muddy tracks lead to losses for clients as well. The farmer said he’s going to try to salvage 
what he can but said it may not be enough to break even. 
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Guajardo said he hasn’t been able to harvest that same section of land for two years now. He said 
he’s considering taking other actions to prevent next year from having the same fate. 

CHANNEL 5 NEWS calculated just about how much money Guajardo stands to lose. 

He said one acre of grass amounts to about 60 palettes. His selling rate is about $85 a palette. 

Calculating the land damaged was five acres, that’s over a $25,000 hit. 

According to Texas Penal Code, damage to the property qualifies as criminal mischief. Charges for 
the crime vary. We found out a person can face a state jail felony if the loss amounts to $2,500 or 
more but less than $30,000. 
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The Great Salt Lake's Mercury Mystery 


atlasobscura.com 


bottom. 


The Great Salt Lake’s water is full of salt and 
minerals—and a serious dose of mercury. Most of 
that toxic metal was deposited naturally by the 
atmosphere, but thanks to bacteria and an 
engineering project, most of it ended up 
concentrated at the bottom of the lake in the form 
of particularly nasty methylmercury. But five years 
after the methylmercury was first documented, it 
appears to be gone, without any warning or 
cleanup efforts. Now scientists want to know where 
it all went. 

What they do know is how the mercury got to the 
bottom of the lake in the first place. Elemental 
mercury, the form found in older thermometers, 
drifts in on dust particles. It is converted to methylmercury by microbes, particularly when they’re cut off from 
oxygen somehow. In the Great Salt Lake, this happened when a rock-and-dirt railroad causeway was 
constructed across the lake in the 1950s. Rivers flow into the southern arm of the lake, diluting the salt, while 
the northern half of the lake is much saltier and pinker (thanks to algae). Just two culverts allowed the two sides 
to mix, and when the salty, dense northern water flows south, it tends to settle at the bottom. 

That dense water cuts the bottom-dwelling microbes off from oxygen, which causes them to crank out the 
sulfide that makes the lake stink of rotten eggs—and to convert mercury to methylmercury. Scientists found high 
levels of methylmercury in the deep briny layer in 2010, and biologists noticed high levels of mercury in ducks 
on the lake around the same time. 

But when scientists sampled the deep water again 
in 2015, they found the amount of toxic mercury 
had dropped by 88 percent. The mercury’s 
disappearance is a mystery. Scientists think the 
microbes might be making less, in part because the 
culverts were closed in 2013, but that doesn’t quite 
explain what happened to the methylmercury that 
was there before. And it also doesn’t mean the 
ducks are free and clear—the toxic metal is still 
found in carcasses on the lake’s shores. In the 
meantime, scientists hope the opening of a new 
culvert in 2016 will provide some clues in the 
poisonous case. 

© 2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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A bunch of toxic mercury is suddenly missing from the 

by Kelsey Kennedy 
May 01,2017 
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Guy leaves apology beers and note to say sorry for trying to break into home | Metro News 


Guy leaves apology beers and note to say sorry for trying to break 

into home metro.co.uk 


Harley Tamplin for Metro.co.ukWednesday 17 May 2017 4:37 pm 

Fair play, Cliff (Picture: Facebook/Caitlynne Hines) 

Picture the scene. 

After a particularly heavy night of boozing, you drunkenly try to 
break into a house that definitely isn’t yours. 

The awkward situation is exactly what happened to a Canadian 
man known only as Cliff, who was clearly pretty ashamed by his 
actions. 

But he managed to shake off the guilt by delivering ‘apology 
beers’ and a handwritten note to Caitlynne Hines’ flat in Nova 
Scotia. 

Caitlynne found them the next day and posted the picture on 

Facebook, where it has gone viral. 



During the night, Cliff initially tried to get inside and insisted 
his friend was staying there, before coming back and trying 
to pick the lock. 

Caitlynne told Global News: ‘It kind of clicked with me 
immediately once I recognized the box, and I just said ‘oh my 
god I think it’s apology beer,’ and we laughed for a good 
while over the note that was tucked inside. 

‘We didn’t call the police, but we were prepared to if he came 
back again.’ 

For what it’s worth, Cliff is sorry. 

In his note, he wrote: ‘I’m the guy who was relentlessly (and 
very drunkenly) trying to get into your house last night.’ 

He added: ‘I sincerely apologize for waking you up and being so disorderly in the middle of the 
night.’ 

So next time you drunkenly screw up, don’t pretend nothing happened - apology beers are clearly 
the best way to go. 

Cliff's note 

Hey fellas! 

I’m the guy who was relentlessly (and very drunkenly) trying to get into your house last night. 



Beer GIF - Find & Share on GIPHY 
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It turns out Danderson’s place was upstairs. I hope it doesn’t reflect poorly on him that he has such 
an asshole friend such as myself. 

Anyway, I sincerely apologize for waking you up and being so disorderly in the middle of the night. 
Please accept this six pack of average tasting beer as a token of my appreciation. 

Take care, Cliff 

PS. I walked like 8km to some random girl’s house after all that. It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times. 
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Guy Wears Colander In Driver's License Photo To Spread Religious Freedom | HuffPost 


i 


i 


us 

EDITION 


WEIRD NEWS 06/02/2017 12:21 pm ET 

Guy Wears Colander In Driver’s License Photo 
To Spread Religious Freedom 

He’s a Pastafarian in the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster. 

By Ron Dicker 

Ghostery blocked Vidible video player. 



It looks better draining pasta. 

A Chandler, Arizona, man now has an official driver’s license featuring a photo of him wearing a colander, 
the Arizona Republic reported Thursday. 

Sean Corbett actually succeeded after years of trying to be photographed with the spaghetti strainer hat 
and being rejected at the motor vehicles department. One location finally allowed it, and the license 
arrived in the mail on Tuesday. 

“The whole process is intimidating, especially when people are yelling at you and scorning you for 
making a mockery out of their system,” Corbett, a Lyft and Uber driver, told ABC 15. 

Corbett told the Republic that his quest was all in the name of religious freedom. As a Pastafarian in the 
Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, Corbett said he wanted to ease the way for people of other 
religions to don the headwear of their choice, such as a hijab or a turban, without opposition. 


= « Guy Wears Colander In Driver’s License Photo To Spread Reli... 


f 



http://www.hufFi ngtonpost.com/entry/sean-corbett-colander-drivers-license_us_59317a04e4b02478cb9ac959?section=us_weird- news 


1/3 






6/4/2017 


Guy Wears Colander In Driver's License Photo To Spread Religious Freedom | HuffPost 


••••o AT&T LTE 

8:52 PM 

■f « $ 39% f 

^ Q Search 


£ 


Sean c ° rbett 

4 hrs • 0 

1st in Arizona to represent Pastafarianism on a state issued 
license. This is big news, and a big win for the pastafarian 
community The Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster. 
Pastafarians no longer need to fear the rejection from 
uninitiated MVD employees, as I have paved the way for 
your salvation. R'Amen. 
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“It’s nothing anybody should have to experience,” Corbett told the Republic. “They shouldn’t be bullied 
because their beliefs are different from other people.” 

He added that “some may view the religion as a satirical version of standard religion.” 

Corbett’s crusade may be cut short, however. CNN reports that the state is going to revoke the license. 
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GWAR is mad that Kathy Griffin stole its presidential decapitation bit avclub.com 


A %# ^^1 I | [J By William Hughes 

,f t Posted yesterday at 7:19 p.m. 

Comedian Kathy Griffin successfully 
set out to make headlines this week, 
briefly positioning herself in the 
center of America’s ongoing and 
increasingly bitter culture war by 
posing with a picture of a bloody 
and decapitated Donald Trump. 
(Which, good taste or bad, did at 
least have the effect of inspiring one 
of our favorite @Seinfeld2000 
tweets in a while): 

Anyway, Griffin’s photo ultimately meant we all got to spend a typically unproductive few days being 
mad at her, or mad at the people mad at her, or just generally angry at the world, those being the 
three major occupations of the American electorate right now. But one group had a more personal 
grudge against the comedian, one that’s been overshadowed in the more general ragestorm: 
GWAR. 

The band’s bloody-minded bassist, Beefcake The Mighty, hopped on Facebook this week to remind 
the world that, while Kathy Griffin might be the hot new presidential decapitator on the block, 
GWAR’s been in the game for years. (Helpful visuals, including the severed heads of Trump, Hillary 
Clinton, and Barack Obama, are included to make the point.) The message then transitions into the 
slightly less brutal world of tour promotion, with Beefcake reminding GWAR fans that they can see 
the band’s head-chopping antics at Van’s Warped Tour this summer. Still, the point is clear: Be 
polite, don’t steal bits from heavy metal murder monsters. 
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Look: Hairspray can launched itself into windshield - UPI.com 


Hairspray can explodes in hot car, embeds itself in windshield upi.com 

May 26 (UPI) -- A Washington state woman returned to her car after work to discover a can of 
hairspray had exploded and embedded itself in her windshield. 

Karmen Ayres said she walked out of work Tuesday in Vancouver and immediately noticed her 
windshield was severely cracked and there was an object embedded in it. 

"At first I looked up, because I thought maybe something fell," Ayres told KGW-TV. "But then I 
noticed it was from the inside out. I was in shock and then I realized what it was." 

"Sure enough, it was my hairspray that exploded, and it was in the back seat... it's a far distance to 
travel and with a lot of force to break through the window," Ayres told KATU-TV. 

She said temperatures were in the low 90s Tuesday in Vancouver, and that apparently caused the 
inside of her car to reach levels the aerosol can couldn't tolerate. 

"It launched like a rocket," she said. 

Ayres posted a photo of the damage to Facebook. 

"TIP OF THE DAY: Don't leave your hairspray unattended in your car on a hot and sunny day," she 
wrote. 

Ayres, an insurance agent, said she's heard of other things exploding inside hot cars, including soft 
drink cans, wine bottle and loaded guns. 
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Catherine Pearson 
HuffPost June 13, 2017 


Women wearing long red cloaks and white bonnets have 
become an increasingly common sight in government 
buildings around the country in recent months. 

Women wearing long red cloaks and white 
bonnets have become an increasingly common 
sight in government buildings around the country in 
recent months. 

The latest state to see a protest inspired by 
Margaret Atwood’s dystopian feminist classic The 
Handmaid’s Tale is Ohio. 

On Tuesday, women filed into the statehouse on 
Tuesday to protest Senate Bill 145, a proposed 
ban on the most common method for second- 
trimester abortions. 
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next hearing to restrict their rights. 
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The #OhioHandmaids are in the Ohio 
Statehouse to protest to #StopTheBans 
on abortion rights. 
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Photos of the protestors posted to social media by 
groups like NARAL Pro-Choice Ohio on Tuesday 
show the women walking through the Statehouse 
in pairs, much like handmaids in Atwood’s novel 
(and the much-acclaimed Hulu adaptation). The 
images showed them with their eyes downcast as 
they waited for the first hearing on the bill to 
commence. 

Dilation and evacuation, or “D&E,” is a safe 
method for second-trimester abortions. The 
Guttmacher Institute has said that banning the 
procedure disproportionately affects women who 
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Family offer £50,000 salary to find nanny after last five quit due to 

hauntings metro.co.uk 

Toby Meyjes for Metro.co.ukTuesday 13 Jun 2017 11:59 am 

A family are so desperate for a nanny they are offering a £50,000 salary after the last five 
quit reporting supernatural activity at their home. 

The live-in nanny would be required to look after two children, aged five and seven, and sleep at the 
home four nights a week. 

However, they would also have to brave potential hauntings after the five nannies quit in the same 
year. 

A job advert on childcare.co.uk explains that the family bought the home on the Scottish Borders 
nearly a decade ago and, while they were told it is haunted, have not experienced anything 
supernatural themselves. 

But they said the last five nannies have all reported strange incidents including noises, broken glass 
and moving furniture. 

The family have offered a £50,000 salary after the last five nannies quit due to hauntings (picture: 
childcare.co.uk) 

‘We haven’t personally experienced any supernatural happenings, as they have been reported only 
while we’ve been out of the house, but we’re happy to pay above the asking rate and feel it’s 
important to be as up-front as possible to find the right person,’ the advert reads. 

The job offer includes 28 days holiday and a room with en-suite bathroom and private kitchen. 

It warns that as the couple are busy professionals there will be occasions when the nanny is in sole 
charge. 

‘We are keen to find the perfect long-term nanny, so if you’d like to be considered for this rewarding 
and exciting position, please do get in touch with us,’ it concludes. 

Richard Conway, founder and CEO of childcare.co.uk said: ‘When we saw the advert we were 
stunned. Some of the guys at HQ were sceptical but after talking to the family and their previous 
employees we realised it was a genuine position. 

‘We’ve had some weird and wonderful families find childcare providers through the site, however, 
think this is probably the most interesting story we’ve heard. 

The family has assured us that no harm has come to anyone living in the house, however, the 
nanny will have to have a strong disposition!’ 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
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Haunted New Orleans home with Civil War ghost story for sale for 
$1,285,000 

Claudine Zap, Realtor.com 

Published 8:48 am, Thursday, April 20, 2017 Chron.COITI 
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A New Orleans home built in 1867 and currently listed for $1,285,000 
comes with a lot of history—and a ghost story. Photo: Realtor.com 
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A New Orleans home built in 1867 and 
currently listed for $1,285,000 comes 
with a lot of history—and a ghost story. 

Gather 'round the Creole campfire for a 
spooky tale. According to a book by 
Troy Taylor, this Greek Revival is one 
of "Top 10 Most Haunted Houses in New 
Orleans." And if the ghoulish back story 
is to be believed, the home has earned 
its place. 



This beautiful Garden District gem has 
been renovated and restored by the 
listing agent and owner, Paul Shows, 

who bought it in 
2004. Shows, 
who believes the 
original owner 
may have been a 
man named 
Adam Griffin, 
says, "The 

A New Orleans home built in h j story j s a |j tt | e 
1867 and currently listed for 
$1,285,000 comes with a lot murky, except for 
of history—and a ghost story, the ghost Story." 
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A New Orleans home built in 1867 and currently listed for $1,285,000 
comes with a lot of history—and a ghost story. Photo: Realtor.com 



A New Orleans home built in jgj| "|" W q 
1867 and currently listed for J ' 

$ 1 , 285,000 comes with a lot deserters who 

of history—and a ghost story, had been looting 


As the lore goes, 
during the 
occupation 
period after the 
Civil War, the 
Union army took 
over the home 
and used it as a 
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homes and posing in Union uniforms, even singing Union songs, were held there and sentenced to 
death. Rather than letting the enemy kill them, they shot each other. "They took each other's lives," 
Shows says. 


Blood was said to have leaked from the attic through the walls. Since then, there have been reports 
of drunken singing soldiers and blood-soaked walls, but Shows hasn't been able to confirm the 
reports. Since he's lived there, there's been "no drunken sailor songs, no blood dripping from the 
ceilings." 


After the war, the home was used for commercial ventures, including stints as a perfume factory and 
a mattress factory. When Shows bought it over a decade ago, "It was pretty much in shambles," he 
says. 


He's been restoring it ever since. The home didn't even have AC, which is a must-have in the 
steamy Big Easy. 
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What else was missing? Signs of ghosts. 

"In an old house you hear strange noises," Shows says. "I count that as an old house. We don't see 
ghosts and don't hear them either." 

Here's what you will see in the house: a beautiful and respectful renovation. No walls were replaced, 
and the wood floors, crown moldings, and staircase are original. You can see the worn steps and 
imagine the boots of many soldiers walking over them. 

"We wanted to keep as true a restoration as we could," Shows says. And perhaps not disturb the 
spirits any more than necessary. 

The biggest renovation took place in the chefs kitchen and the master bath. Both now have white 
marble counters. 

"Beyond that, we repaired everything," Shows says. The exposed bricks have been repointed and 
redone. Chandeliers from the Jefferson Hotel in Washington, DC, undergoing a renovation itself, 
were sourced for the home. 

What drew Shows to the historic house with a ghastly past? "Just the scale. The rooms are 
massive. It's perfect for parties," he says. "It's a good flow." 

Beyond the multiple decks and a pool, the 4,170-square-foot home has three beds and 2.5 baths. 

And the converted attic? "That's where we put our guests," Shows says. "They don't stay too long." 

This story, Ghosts Be Gone! A Formerly Haunted House in New Orleans Isn't So Scary, originally 
appeared on Real Estate News from Realtor.com. 

Hearst Newspapers © Copyright 2017 Hearst Newspapers, LLC 
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May 11,2017 


The “stone tape theory” is frequently used as a sciencey-sounding quasi-explanation to explain 
hauntings. Amateur paranormal investigators use the idea to account for appearances of images, 
sounds, and apparitions that do not interact directly with people. Instead, they play out like a movie 
or recording. This is most commonly termed “residual haunting” to suggest something was left 
behind in the past to account for the current effects perceived. 

The premise of the stone tape concept is that crystalline rock (bedrock or building stone) captured 
emotional “energy” from a traumatic event. The preferred rock type is said to be quartz but 
limestone is mentioned nearly as frequently. The sound and visual representations of an event are 
“recorded” into the fabric of the rock media in a process analogous to a magnetic tape recording of 
data. At a much later date, a person sensitive to this “energy” can receive the “playback” or, the 
playback can be initiated by certain conditions. The recording/playback sequence has long been 
used as an explanation for apparition sightings and haunting. Thus, the stone tape idea is the 
ultimate example of “spooky geology”. 


A “theory” in science is not a guess or a 
supposition. A theory is a well-tested model 
of the way something in nature works. 
Therefore, the “stone tape theory” (STT) isn’t 
a theory at all in a scientific sense, it’s 
speculation. Basic questions about the 
premise include: 

How do things get recorded? 

What gets recorded and what doesn’t? 

How to preserve it? 

How to play it back? 

The mechanisms proposed for the 
environmental recording/playback loop 
include invisible energy fields, molecular 
architecture of crystalline quartz, energy fields from dead organisms that make up limestone, 



Jill encountering the force unleashed from the stone in The Stone 
Tape. Can building stone play back a historical event like a movie? 

No. 
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resonant frequencies, encoded of iron oxide crystals, inductive electromagnetism, and quantum 
entanglement. 

Modern paranormal media accounts state the STT originated in the 1970s. The STT *name* did, but 
not the concept which goes back almost a century before. Ideas of events or information imprinting 
on the environment for later retrieval has a long history. In fact, the concept that apparitions were 
created in or by the human mind was part of very early scientific thinking about the subject. 

The official label of “Stone Tape” derived from the title of a 1972 BBC drama by Nigel Kneale. In the 
movie “The Stone Tape”, a team from an electronics company move into an old house to work on a 
new project. Renovations reveal a medieval stone stairway that is the focus of strange phenomena 
in the room. One character, Jill, can hear the screams and see the apparition of a young woman 
who apparently had fallen to her death here in the past. The company’s physical equipment can not 
record it as it is perceived only in the brains of those “sensitive” enough. The success of the movie 
popularized the idea that stone blocks can store sounds and images that possibly could be the 
mechanism for hauntings. 


With the popularity of the concept, the STT name was 
then retroactively imposed on the ideas of Thomas 
Charles Lethbridge, a controversial and colorful 
archaeologist who left academia for paranormal 
research. Lethbridge’s 1961 book, Ghost and Ghoul 
(1961) is also frequently cited by amateur paranormal 
investigators as the origin of the STT. Lethbridge, 
however, never used the term “stone tape”. Lethbridge 
thought some memory may be connected with 
inanimate objects through “a sort of surrounding ether” 
or a “resonance” between them. His creepy story about 
experiencing an apparition near a stream is repeated 
in his later book, Ghost and Divining Rod (1963). In 
this book, he develops this idea more thoroughly. 
Lethbridge does not contend that ghosts are 
supernatural but argues they are attributable to invisible fields he named after Greek mythology - 
around water bodies (naiad), forests (dryad), mountains (oread) and even in the earth itself (ge) - 
that record the imprints. These fields are recharged by ions in the air and enhanced by additional 
imprints by a person’s own field (psyche-field). Lethbridge thought some places, such as those 
notorious for suicides or uneasy feelings, would accumulate these thoughts by a snowball effect 
making a spooky site even more dramatic. He also supposed that humid conditions enhanced 
conductance of the fields and paranormal effects because water molecules helped recharge the 
fields which could keep recording imprints forever. It’s probable that Kneale used concepts based on 
Lethbridge’s ideas for The Stone Tape movie. 

Modern ghost hunters also may invoke a “water tape” idea where the water molecule itself retains 
the memory. This doesn’t wash (excuse the pun) since the water molecules in a stream flow away to 
be replaced by other molecules (presumably with their own memories). Rock doesn’t have this 
problem to the same degree. Building stones remain for perhaps thousands of years and bedrock 
for millions. 



Jill encountering the force unleashed from the stone in 


The Stone Tape. 
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Plenty of other paranormal scholars had similar ideas during the time when psychical research was 
at its peak in the UK. H.H. Price was a professor of logic at the University of Oxford and a former 
President of the Society for Psychical Research who promoted the idea of place-memories. In his 
presidential address in the Proceedings of the SPR (1938-1939), Price asserts that objects carry 
memory traces. If a suitably sensitive person come to the place or handles the object, these 
memory traces will cause him to have a retrospective experience. The traces were not measurable, 
a serious drawback for scientific testing and acceptance. However, Price remarks that if they 
existed, “they must consist in some more or less permanent mode of arrangement of the molecules 
or atoms or infra-atomic particles, of which the walls, furniture, etc., are composed. And in that case, 
it ought to be possible to verify their existence by the ordinary methods of physical Science — by 
physical or chemical tests of some sort or other. But so far as we know, this cannot be done.” 

Lethbridge rejected Price’s psychic ether mechanism for his own “fields” that had various potentials. 
Lethbridge thought that the potential of the earth “fields” he favored was high, and that some 
persons had personal “psyche-fields” with low potential. These gifted people would receive the 
recorded imprints as the higher-potential fields flowed naturally to their lower potential. This would 
explain why some could experience the imprints, like Jill in the movie, and others would not. 

Mathematician Charles Babbage in 1838 believed that words made permanent impressions on the 
world and that “the air itself is a vast library, on whose pages are forever written all that man has 
ever said or woman whispered”. The human voice, once uttered, was recorded by the atmospheric 
particles forever but this was inaudible to us. In the 1880s and beyond, the SPR researchers also 
proposed there was “something in the actual building itself that acted as a mechanism for 
hauntings (Heath, 2005). 

While all these ideas sound superficially plausible as a handy way to explain location-related 
hauntings and phenomena, the crucial problem with the STT is that there has never been 
demonstrated a way to record, preserve, or play events via the natural environmental as 
proposed. Unlike fossils, where a physical record is preserved as an impression in sediment, STT 
relies on emotional “energy” records, which are non-material. Emotion is not a physically recordable 
“energy” outside of the body. Nothing related to emotion leaves the body. Emotion does not create 
an energy like electricity. Some paranormalists invoke “quantum” entanglement spookiness to 
account for experiences. However, there is no evidence that this concept is relatable to events on 
the human scale or relevant to past events being replayed in the present. 

The idea of memories captured in rock is closely related to and derives from the belief in 
psychometry, where a gifted person could psychically “read” the impressions and memories of the 
objects. 

In Secret Language of Stone (1988), Don Robins, a solid state chemist, attempts to explain the 
capture of memories in stone via defects in the crystal lattice of minerals (the array of atoms that 
make up a mineral which is shaped by electrical forces). He asserted these were reservoirs of 
energy where memory traces (sound) could be stored and later accessed by a human brain when 
conditions were right. Robins does not use the term “stone tape” but called the energy network in 
stone a “macrochip”. 

Heath (2005) took Price’s idea of place-memory and supposed that the memories were stored in 
electron cloud or molecular structures. She stated that when resonant frequencies of the media 
were equivalent, then objects could maximally absorb energy. Later, the resonance would also 
transmit the memories to the next person open to receiving them. Persinger & Koren (2001) take the 
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“field” ideas in another direction by 
considering the earth as a photographic 
exposure plate. Matched inductance 
between geomagnetic activity and the local 
static field creates a representation 
recorded in the crystalline structure of the 
rock - a geologic hologram. Several 
paranormal investigation websites will refer 
to the “space weather” forecast to note if 
solar activity is high which is assumed to be 
conducive to experiencing paranormal 
activity. 

event like a movie? No. 

The amateur paranormal investigator 
commonly cites (often in a factual tone) the “recording” of highly emotional events onto local 
materials such as quartz or limestone building materials, or rust on metal objects, like nails, screws, 
wires and structural components. It sounds superficially plausible to non-scientists that traumatic 
events, like violent death, can release emotional “energy” that does not get destroyed but gets 
captured by crystals in minerals or mineral coatings just like sound or images are encoded onto 
magnetic tape in a tape recorder. However, random crystals of iron oxide or magnetite in the 
environment are not suitable media for recording anything. 

The earth’s magnetic field may be strong enough to align the polarity of newly produced rock from 
mid-ocean ridges, but it is not strong enough or precise enough to imprint a distinct sound or image 
into random crystals. Humans do not have a sophisticated response to magnetic fields (regardless 
of what alternative health gurus tell you), therefore, how are we to “read” such tapes? 

It’s abundantly clear that this concept of environmental recording of human feelings, sounds, and 
images that can be stored and later retrieved is useful in different contexts. It’s also obvious that 
there is no current reasonable mechanism to accomplish it. The “theory” is imaginative speculation 
or supposition. None have been tested or confirmed to any degree. And those that have some basis 
in scientific knowledge have not been shown to be applicable to real-world situations such as 
apparitions. Because the concepts sound sciencey and plausible to those without scientific 
backgrounds, they are popular and have spread in paranormal contexts, especially TV shows. You 
can find STT mentioned in Ghost Hunters, Most Haunted, and Ghost Adventures shows. 

Even decades ago, this was an intriguing notion. The TV show “Science Fiction Theatre” aired an 
episode on July 30, 1955, titled “The Frozen Sound” in which “sonic saturation” was used. This 
involved a synthetic crystal that recorded complete conversations. The story also included the 
discovery of an ancient piece of lava rock that had recorded human voices from Vesuvius at the 
time of its hardening. But this was science fiction, not fact. 

A very popular location where STT is invoked is the Gettysburg battlefield, widely rumored to be 
remarkably haunted. STT is frequently mentioned in the ghost stories and tours of the park as a 
probable explanation with “quartz” crystalline rock and “granite” being the source of the place- 
memories. An obvious flaw in this explanation is that the rock there is not granite; it’s quartz-poor 
diabase with some very normal mud/siltstone of mixed mineralogical content in the valley. The use 
of “granite” as an overly generalized term meaning intrusive rock may have contributed to this 
misinformation. I’ve never heard from one geologist who supports the STT idea, at Gettysburg or 
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anywhere else, as a plausible hypothesis. As is often the case, those out of their area of expertise 
misuse scientific concepts and can effectively deceive lay people by acting authoritatively. 

STT makes no sense in whatever context it is implemented. Not only do we still not have a 
reasonable mechanism to record, store, and retrieve traces but why is just one event recorded? 
Why not a jumble of events? Why does the “recording” last for decades or centuries instead of 
getting overwritten? Why do only certain places have place memories? The Stone Tape theory is 
science fiction. When it is used to lend credibility to residual haunting, it is pseudoscience. 

For a more extensive version of this article go to SharonAHill.com. 
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Hazel’s brutal murder was all but forgotten. Until she inspired 
‘Twin Peaks.’ 

By David Bushman and Mark Givens 

May 11 washingtonpost.com 

The tony resort community of Sand Lake in Upstate New York roasted in 90-degree heat for the 
third straight day on July 7, 1908, when 20-year old Hazel Irene Drew walked along a remote 
section of Taborton Road. Heavily wooded, this stretch out by Teal’s Pond was popular with squirrel 
hunters, campers and fishermen looking for bait, but it was risky business for a young woman like 
Hazel to be alone at night. 

She was by all accounts a prepossessing woman, with flaxen, pompadoured hair and blue eyes. At 
approximately 7:30 p.m., she encountered two men: Frank Smith, a reportedly “dimwitted” teenage 
farmhand who had met her on a handful of occasions and was said to fancy her, and Rudolph 
Gundrum, 35, a charcoal peddler who had been driving his horse-drawn wagon into town when 
Frank hailed him for a ride. In her gloved hand, Hazel idly swung her black-trimmed straw hat, 
decorated with three large plumes and a monogrammed pin with the letter H. Hazel and Frank 
exchanged salutations. As the wagon moved on, Smith turned to Gundrum and said, “That’s old 
man Drew’s oldest daughter.” 

This was the last confirmed sighting of Hazel Drew before her lifeless 
and bloated body was discovered floating face down in Teal’s Pond four 
days later. Cause of death: a blow to the back of the head, her skull 
crushed with a blunt, unknown weapon. The water had distorted Hazel’s 
features so beyond recognition that she could be identified only by her 
clothes and the gold fillings in her teeth. The evidence pointed 
overwhelmingly to murder. 

Today, the mystery of who killed Hazel and why remains unsolved. And 
while the case attracted daily coast-to-coast press coverage for weeks at 
the time, including extensive coverage in The Washington Post, Hazel 
and her story would likely be long forgotten today if not for one thing: 

The murder happened in the vicinity of Taborton, N.Y., where future 

A clipping from The Washington , . . , _ ... 

Post regarding Drew’s murder. Twin Peaks co-creator Mark Frost spent his summer vacations as a 

(The Washington Post) youth. 

Frost’s maternal grandmother, Betty Calhoun, would spin yarns derived from local lore, including 
Hazel’s murder, framing it “along the lines of a cautionary ghost story: Don’t go out in the woods at 
night,” as Frost remembered it in a recent interview. Frost inherited his grandmother’s flair for 
storytelling, becoming an accomplished novelist, screenwriter and television auteur who co-created, 
with David Lynch, the storied 1990s ABC show that returns with brand-new episodes on Showtime 
May 21, 26 years after its cancellation. Little could Frost’s grandmother have imagined that her 
embellished ghost stories would help launch one of the biggest phenomena in TV history. 

Frost and Lynch were batting around story ideas in a Los Angeles coffee shop when they conjured 
up the image of a young woman’s lifeless body washing up on the lonely shore of a small-town lake. 
Lynch, as one might discern from his filmography, was obsessed with young, troubled, vulnerable 
women, especially blondes. (Earlier, he and Frost had worked on a fictionalized Marilyn Monroe 
biopic suggesting that the Kennedys were involved in her death.) 
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As for Frost, “I’d heard stories about [Hazel] all through my growing up, because she’s supposedly 
haunted this area of the lake,” he said at a 2013 “Twin Peaks” reunion at the University of Southern 
California. “So that’s kind of where Laura came from.” 

That would be Laura Palmer (played by Sheryl Lee), whose murder is the core of the original series 
and, according to Lynch, will again be a central theme when the show returns. 


During the show’s development, Frost 
started poking around the Sand Lake city 
hall for details of the murder. “It was the 
notion of this girl’s body being found on 
the edge of the water, the mystery 
remaining unsolved, the multiple 
suspects, and the kind of cross-cultural 
and different social classes of people she 
interacted with,” he says. “It really struck 
my fancy,” 

Laura, a 17-year-old homecoming queen, and Hazel, who had worked as a domestic servant since 
the age of 14, were both small-town beauties whose murders exposed a wealth of personal secrets. 
On the surface Laura led a tranquil, exemplary life: straight-A student, faithful girlfriend to the 
quarterback of the high school football team, Meals on Wheels volunteer, and so on. But as the 
investigation progressed, secret lovers and sordid relationships emerged, enthralling FBI Special 
Agent Dale Cooper (Kyle MacLachlan) and viewers alike. 

Similarly, Hazel’s family and friends initially insisted she had no special love 
interest. However, as initial leads dried up, investigators unearthed 
numerous clues suggesting dalliances and clandestine meetings. Just as 
Agent Cooper gleaned crucial information from the pages of Laura Palmer’s 
diary in “Twin Peaks,” Rensselaer County authorities, led by District 
Attorney Jarvis P. O’Brien, discovered dozens of postcards and letters 
between Hazel and her acquaintances — identified only by their initials — 
locked away in Hazel’s trunk. 

The “Twin Peaks” narrative at various times pointed the guilty finger at 
sensitive biker James Hurley, local drug dealer Leo Johnson and sleazy 
real estate developer Benjamin Horne. Investigators in Hazel’s case, under 
mounting pressure from the public and the national press, uncovered new 
suspects on a seemingly daily basis. Frank Smith, the farmhand who crossed paths with Hazel 
shortly before her death, was an early target. In addition to his affections for the dead girl, he 
repeatedly made contradictory statements to the authorities. When corroborating alibis seemed to 
clear his name, a string of eccentric suspects followed, beginning with Hazel’s surly and melancholy 
uncle, William Taylor, whose farm was located within a mile of Teal’s Pond. While followers of the 
case felt he was odd and suspicious, authorities could never uncover direct evidence linking him to 
the murder, and he was eventually cleared. 

Other irascible characters would fleetingly shoot to the forefront as persons of interest — including a 
dentist who had proposed to Hazel, a train conductor she was rumored to be secretly seeing and an 
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Albany millionaire, Henry Kramroth, who ran a nearby resort where strange happenings involving 
orgies were said to transpire (shades of Ben Horne and his brothel-casino One Eyed Jacks from 
“Twin Peaks”). Kramroth defended himself against allegations that women were being held against 
their will at his resort and that neighbors had heard screams emanating from the camp near the time 
of the murder. 

As Frost concludes, “It seemed to be kind of a hastily conducted investigation, and because she 
was a person from not a prominent family, I think you could fairly say, and because there was very 
little sympathy for female victims of that sort in this time she may have gotten the short shrift.” 

Exactly how much did Hazel’s case directly influence “Twin Peaks”? Frost insists his research never 
got that deep into the weeds. However, he does acknowledge that his general impressions of the 
area played a crucial role in his conceptualization of the setting. 

“I always lived in either big cities or suburbs in my life,” Frost remembers. “I’d grown up hearing 
about people in the mountain who were out of the ordinary, who were a little off-kilter sometimes. So 
I think all of those stories had an impact on my thinking about folks like this, and I definitely can 
remember feeling like, ‘Yeah, this is a little bit like the guy who used to live out by the sawmill’ or 
This is one of the hermits that I’d hear about.’ ” 

Sand Lake is, in many regards, a northeastern doppelganger to its fictional Pacific Northwest 
counterpart. Located down the slopes of Taborton Mountain, about 10 miles east of Albany, it has a 
population of 10,135 — closer to the 5,000 originally envisioned by Lynch and Frost for Twin Peaks, 
before ABC insisted the iconic “Welcome to Twin Peaks” sign expand the number to 51,201, 
somehow believing the low population would turn viewers off. And like Twin Peaks, Sand Lake’s 
history is tied to the abundant natural resources of the region. Sand Lake historian Bob Moore notes 
of “Twin Peaks,” “The logging industry, the Great Northern Hotel, and the isolated hunting camps 
seem oddly related to Sand Lake in the late 1800s and early 1900s.” 

The town’s omnipresent cloak of trees smothers the landscape, ceding barely enough space for the 
roads, buildings and people to go about their business. Though not the Douglas firs that Dale 
Cooper famously obsessed over, the variety of elm, oak, and maple trees of Upstate New York 
certainly evokes those iconic shots of wind-tussled branches that dominated “Twin Peaks.” The 
surrounding mountains and the generally gray and drizzly climate give both the fictional town and its 
real-life counterpart a pervading atmosphere of dangerous intrigue. As Frost’s brother, Scott Frost, 
also a writer on the original series, recalls about the region, “This is the kind of place that lets a kid 
have a terrific sense of imagination.” 

Unfortunately, the parallels between Hazel Drew and Laura Palmer go only so far. While Frost and 
Lynch famously failed to rebuff network pressure to expose Laura’s killer (no spoilers here), there 
were no meddling ABC executives to force a resolution to Hazel’s story. Instead, weeks of 
investigation culminated in a grand inquest where witnesses were gathered to obtain their definitive 
testimonies. Unfortunately, little new information was elicited and the case ended abruptly. 

“A wise man once told me that mystery is the most essential ingredient of life, for the following 
reason: mystery creates wonder, which leads to curiosity, which in turn provides the ground for our 
desire to understand who and what we truly are,” Frost wrote in his 2016 novel “The Secret History 
of Twin Peaks.” The solution to Hazel’s murder may lie forever beyond our grasp, but it’s our longing 
for answers that makes her story — and the story of Laura Palmer — so seductive. 
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David Bushman is a television curator at the Paley Center for Media in New York and the co-author 
of the 2016 book “Twin Peaks FAQ” and the upcoming “Buffy the Vampire Slayer FAQ.” Mark 
Givens hosts a monthly Twin Peaks podcast called Deer Meadow Radio. They are currently at work 
on a book on the Hazel Drew murder. 
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Ap This undated handout released by the City of London Police shows retired TV producer David 
“™ Harris. A retired television producer has been convicted on Thursday, May 18, 2017 of trying to 
hire hit men to kill his partner, after a jury rejected his claim that he was merely conducting research 
for a thriller. Prosecutors say David Harris offered three men large sums of money to kill his partner, 
Hazel Allinson, a former scriptwriter. Both worked on long-running British TV police series "The Bill." 
(City of London Police via AP) 

LONDON (AP) — A retired British television producer was convicted Thursday of trying to hire hit 
men to kill his partner, after a jury rejected his claim that he was merely conducting research for a 
thriller. 

Prosecutors said David Harris offered three men large sums of money to kill his partner, Hazel 
Allinson, a former scriptwriter. Both worked on long-running TV police series "The Bill." 

They told jurors at London's Central Criminal Court that Harris, 68, wanted to kill Allinson, inherit her 
fortune and move in with his girlfriend, a former professional basketball player from Lithuania in her 
20s. 

The first man that Harris asked declined to carry out the hit and the second went to police after 
Harris offered him 200,000 pounds ($260,000) to do the job. 

The third "killer" was an undercover police officer. 

The 68-year-old Harris claimed in court that he was working on a thriller called "Too Close to Kill," 
about a man in his 60s, his wife and his younger girlfriend. 

But prosecution lawyer William Boyce said the producer was "utterly sinister, utterly convincing and 
utterly intent on the death of Hazel." 

Jurors convicted Harris of soliciting murder after deliberating for five hours. 

Allinson, the intended victim, refused to cooperate with the prosecution and even offered to give 
evidence in his defense. She was not in court for the verdict. 

Judge Anne Molyneux said that over almost a year Harris "actively sought to murder his life 
partner." 

She adjourned sentencing until July 14 for a report on whether Harris has a personality disorder to 
explain his "callousness" and lack of empathy. 
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Stuff Nobody Cares About 

A not so random collection of observations about things you should care about 
In 1882 A Visitor To New York City Could Stay At Frankenstein’s - 
A Complete List of Every (Reputable) Hotel In New York City In 1882 


And How They Were Advertised 


HOTEL BRUNSWICK, 



Fifth Avenue,.NEW YORK. 

MITCHELL & KINZLER. 

Sop page 25 of this hook for picture of this Hotel, from a painting by the celebrated artist, Wordsworth 
Thompson. An extensive addition Is now being made on the Madison Square front, which, when completed, 
w ill add a large number of elegant rooms, and will make this Hotel one of the most complete in the city. 

RESTAURANT AM> CAPL 

Dinner. Wedding, and Ontside Parties fnrnisM in tie well-known style of tlis lonse. 

PRIVATE DININC-ROOMS. 

ICE CREAM, CAKES, and PASTRY delivered Free of Extra Charge to all 
parts of the city. COLD LUNCHES PREPARED. 

WINES AND LIQUORS AT WHOLESALE. 

N. B._The Coach “Tantivy” starts for Tarrvtown from Hotel Brunswick, 4 r. u., daily (Sundays excepted). 


Chatham. 


A few years ago we published a list of every hotel in 
Manhattan in 1964. That list has proven to be useful for 
many people. 

So we decided to go all the way back to 1882 and provide a 
list of all the hotels in New York City. According to Phillips’ 
Business Directory for New York City 1881-1882, there 
were a total of 165 reputable hotels. 


Looking over the list you may 
notice the street with the most 
hotels is Broadway. West Street 
with 26 hotels, was second in 
number. This is because of the 
many ships docking along the 
Hudson. Ritzy Fifth Avenue had 
only 14 hotels. 

There are many sole proprietor 
hotels and some with names 
you would not use today for a 
hotel, like Frankenstein’s Hotel 
located at 413 Broome Street 
and Crooks Hotel at 84 


EVERETT'S HOTEL 

Grand Dining Rooms. 
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One hotel, Goodiwin’s, was located on 13th Avenue , which ran for about a mile alongside the Hudson River 
waterfront from just below Bank Street up to 26th Street. 

The most famous hotels such as Astor House, Fifth Avenue Hotel and Hoffman House, are all gone. So it may 
come as no surprise, but not one New York City hotel from this 1882 list is still in business. 

However a few of the buildings that once were hotels in 1882 remain. 

The Hotel St. Stephen was incorporated into the Hotel Albert on East lithe Street. Its original facade vanished 
in the 1920s and The Albert is now a co-op residential building. 

Gilsey House (built 1867) still exists at its original location on Broadway and 29th Street was converted into 
apartments. The Saint Denis Hotel was drastically altered many years ago and was converted into offices. 

A key to the list: , c= corner of; prop= proprietor 

Aberdeen, 917 B’way 
Aberle Jacob, 145 8th 
Albemarle, 1101 B’way 
Albion, 133 8th 
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Anchor Line, 124 West 
Anson House, 79 Spring 



Anthony, 834 B’way 
Ashland House, 315 4th av 

Astor House, (Allen & Dam), 225 B’way. On the European plan 

Atlantic Hotel, John Gerken, prop., 63 New Bowery 

Baar Fred., 228 & 275 West & 164 South 

Beauce Edward, 87 Clinton pi 

Becker, F. W., 103 Bleecker 

Berkeley, 20 5th av 



Bobling & Bensen, 271 West 
Brandreth House, 294 Canal 
Brevoort House. 5th at c 8th 
Brower House, 22 W 28th 
Brunie Charles N., 279 & 280 West 
Buckingham, 621 5th av 
Cable’s Belmont Hotel, 141 Fulton 
Cafe Pimlico, 11 W 24th 



Caledonia House, 133 Reade 
Carleton House, 202 William 
Carroll Thomas. 27 West 
Central Park, c W 59th & 7th av 
Clarence Hotel, 12 Clinton pi 
Clarendon, 4th av & E 18th 
Clark Richard, 26 West 
Coleman House, 1169 B’way 

Commercial, 
96 Spring 
Compton 
House, 321 
3d av 

Continental, 
904 B’way 
Copeland 
House. 490 & 



492 Canal 

Cosmopolitan, 129 Chambers 
Crooks, 84 Chatham 
Cumberland, 945 B’way 

Delmonieo Lorenzo, 112 B’way, 2 S. William, 22 Broad & 212 5th av 

Devonshire, 30 E 42d 
Dey St. House, 58 Dey 
Earle’s, 289 Canal 
Eastern, 64 Whitehall 
Elsasser D. & Ott, 6 Greenwich 
Erie, 186 West 
Ernst Robert, 127 West 
Eschbach, 261 4th av 
Everett House, E 17th c 4th av 
Everett Samuel H., 104 Vesey & 93 Barclay 
Fifth Avenue, 5th av c 23rd 
Foley Jeremiah, 50 Bleecker 
Frankenstein’s, 413 Broome 
French’s, 1 Chatham 
Fulton Ferry, 93 South 
Germania House, 137 Grand 
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Gilsey House, 1200 B’way 
Glenham, 155 5th av 
Goodiwin B. &T. J. W 28d c 13th av 
Grand Central, 677 B’way 

Grand Hotel, (Henry -Milford Smith, Proprietor), 1236 B’way 
Grand Union, E 42d, c 4th av 
Grosvenor, 37 5th av 
Hall George, 78 Chatham 

Halliker John S., 1352 5th av c 89th 
Hamilton House, 125th c 8th av, I. W. 
Knapp Prop. 

Hamilton Park, 69th c 3d av 
Hartmann L. 47 Bowery 
Helvetia, 62 E 4th 
Hoenach Hugo H., 114 2d av 
Hoffman House, 1111 B’way 
Home-Made, 284 Greenwich 
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Hotel Branting, Madison av & 58th, Madison Avenue cars pass the door. 

Hotel Bristol, 504 5th av 
Hotel Brighton, 1465 B’way 
Hotel Brunswick, 5th av be 26th & 27th 
Hotel du Commerce, 117 Bleecker 
Hotel Hamilton, 1144 B’way 
Hotel Lindenau, 34 Bond 

Hotel St. Stephen, 34 West 11th, European Plan, W. D. 
RYDER, Prop. 

Huber & Rengier, 62 Greenwich 
Hygienic Hotel, 13 & 15 Laight 
International, 17 & 19 Park Row. 

Lantelme Bros., 193 West 
Leggett’s, 44 Chatham 
Libby, 386 4th av 

Lion Park Hotel, 9th av c 109th, C. & L. Bappler, Prop. 



■ 
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Ollier Hot* Magnolia, 184 West 

EUROPEAN PLAN, 


Mallory W., 84 Gansevoort 

Mansion House, William Brandes Prop., 478 4th av c E 32nd 
Martin George W., 445 Hudson 
Matthews Thomas, 274 West 

hr.... McPyke James, 50 E 10th 

Menken Gevert, 216 West 
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Merchants’, 39 Cortlandt 

Metropolitan, 582 B’way 

Mitchell Thomas, 10 West 

Monico, 7 E 18th 

Morris & Essex, 147 West 

Mortimer James, 22 Greenwich 

Morton House, B’way c 14th, European plan. 

Nelson John, 4 Greenwich 

New England, 30 Bowery 


New York, 721 B’way 

North River, 149 West & 107 Barclay 

Occidental, 341 Broome c Bowery 

Old Dominion, 234 West 

Overton House, 68 Chatham 

Paige’s, 300 West 

Paisley House, 463 6th av 
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Park Avenue, 4th av 32d & 33d, Henry Clair, Manager. 
Parker’s, 1303 B’way 
Pezold F., 209 West 

Point View Hotel. 111th c St. Nicholas av 
Prescott House, 531 B’way 
Rapid Transit. 300 Bowery 
Reinhardt Charles, 2 Greenwich 
Revere House, 606 B’way 

Rochester Hotel, 112 Bleecker 
I Rolff’s, 1 Greenwich & 3 Battery 
Rossmore, B’way & 42d 
Royal, 694 6th av B’way 
Saint Denis, 799 B’way 
Schoenfeld’s, 45 West 
Schuler L, 138 E 14th 
Scott & Earl, 96 6th av 




Shabert 
Eugene, 61 
Murray 
Sharkey M., 
527 6th av 
Shay Daniel 
J„ 110th c 6th 
av 

Sheffield 


(Frederick Sinclair House, B’way c 8th, (European Plan.) 

Smith & McNeil, 198 Greenwich & 197 Wash’n 
Soule & De Koster, 777 6th av 
St. Charles, 648 B’way 
St. Cloud, 1464 B’way 

St. Felix, 159 Bleecker 

Uniii[| S]ua?e Hotel ^ Hotel M st - James, 1137 B’way 

St. Julien, 4 & 6 Wash’n pi 
St. Nicholas, 515 B’way 
St. Omer, 384 6th av 
Star, 12 State 
Stevens House, 27 B’way 
Sturtevant House, 1186 B’way 

Summit, 65 Bowery 
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Swan Charles A. 21 E 42d 
Sweeney’s Hotel, 68 Chatham 
Tremont House, 663 B’way 
Union Square, 16 Union sq 
United States, 196 Water 
Vanderbilt, E 42d c Lex av 
Van Dyke House, 28 Bowery 

Victoria 
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5th av B’way & 27th 
Wahrenberger J. F., 130 Greenwich 
Warren House, Hoyns Bros., Props., 
165 Canal. Rooms by day or week, for 
gentlemen only. 

Washington, 1 B’way 

Wendel’s Assembly Rooms, 384 W 

44th 

West End, 246 8th av 


Western Union, 114 West 
Westminster, 119 E 16th. (American plan.) 
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Westmoreland, 48 Union sq 

SEAT ¥ DJI K- 

West Side, 225 6th av 

•P 

White Star, 201 Chambers 
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Windsor, 5th av bet 46th & 47th 

JWi-Jim i'! 1 iVi-LhiLiimlj. Fttdf Att. uUrf 24th il . 

This entry was posted in History, New York and tagged 1880s, Advertising, Books 
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About New York City, Hotels on April 21,2017 by B.P.. 
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Homing pigeon caught smuggling 170 ecstasy pills in homemade 'backpack' after police tracked bird across border - Mirror Online 


Pigeon 'arrested' by police for its role in ecstasy smuggling operation 

By Richard Wheatstone 10:26,25 MAY2017 Updated 18:55, 25 MAY2017 News mi(TOr.CO.Uk 


A homing pigeon has been caught smuggling 
more than 170 ecstasy pills in a homemade 
'backpack' after police tracked its progress 
across the border of two countries. 

The bird was stopped with the sack strapped 
to its back as it soared between Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Al Arabiya reports carrier pigeons are 
increasingly being used in the region as an 
unorthodox drug smuggling technqiue. 

Local media reports state the bird was caught 
above a building conveniently near Kuwait's customs department in the capital Kuwait City. 




Pictures of the bird after its 'arrest' show the backpack opened up 
and containing dozens of white pills and stood on a desk inside the 
government building. 

The bird is said to have been carrying a total of 178 pills. 

It isn't the first recent case of a pigeon being seized for involvement 
in illegal activity. 

In 2015, guards at a prison in Costa Rica captured a bird flying 
cocaine and cannabis over the walls of the jail. 

. ©2017 MGN Limited 
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Hormel Worried People Will Confuse ‘Black Label’ Beggin’ Strips With Its Real Bacon-Consumerist 


Hormel Worried People Will Confuse ‘Black Label’ Beggin’ Strips With Its 

Real Bacon consumerist.com 


Hormel Worried People Will Confuse ‘Black Label’ Beggin’ Strips With Its Real Bacon 

May 30, 2017 3:36 pm EDT By Ashlee Kieler@akieler 

that's my label trademark infringement hormel bacon beggin' strips purina nestle food trademark ADS black 
label 

Hormel makes bacon for human consumption, while Nestle Purina makes bacon — or Beggin’ Strips — for 
dogs. The bacon and Beggin’ worlds have generally played nice with each other, but then Purina came out with 
“Black Label” Beggin’ Strips, which hits too close to home for Hormel. 

In a federal lawsuit [PDF] filed last week in a Minnesota court, Hormel accuses Purina of trademark infringement 
and false designation for using the “black label” description to advertise a new line of dog treats. 

Hormel takes issue with the Jan. 2017 launch of Purina’s new line of bacon-shaped “real meat” dog treats that 
use of the designation “black label,” the same mark Hormel has used on products since 1963. 



According to the lawsuit, Purina’s recent use of the “black label” designation is likely to cause confusion among 
customers related to the origin or sponsorship of Purina’s products. 

Purina’s products feature a large image of bacon-shaped treats touting that it contains “real pork” as the “no. 1 
ingredient,” and the “black label” designation front and center. 

Additionally, Hormel claims that Purina has created advertisements showing that its products have the 
appearance of real bacon, which the company depicts in ads as floating against a black backdrop, a look 
“strikingly similar to a number of Hormel advertisements for its Black Label brand products.” 

Hormel further claims that Purina has purchased keyword search advertising for the terms “black label bacon.” 
When a customer searches the terms sponsored online advertisements for Purina’s black label bacon-shaped 
dog treats are triggered. 

In addition to plastering the label on packages of treats, Hormel claims that Purina has also used Hormel’s 
likeness in television advertisements for the treats. 

One specific commercial from 2012, titled “Beggin’ Strips — Get That Bacon on the Meat Aisle,” features a dog 
sniffing down a grocery bacon case, with shots that include Hormel’s Black Label bacon. 

Hormel contends that it approached Purina about the use of black label in January. However, the company has 
continued “its wrongful use of the identical mark in connection with bacon-shaped ‘real meat’ dog treats.” 


https://consumerist.com/2017/05/30/hormel-worried-people-will-confuse-black-label-beggin-strips-with-its-real-bacon/?utm_source=fark&utm_mediunn=webs... 1/2 
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WE'RE ALWAYS 
HE, NEW BLACK 


using BLACK LABEL in connection with its bacon-shaped, ‘real meat’ dog treats without Hormel Foods’s 
authorization, [Purina] is causing consumer confusion, mistake or deception, and is willfully and intentionally 
trading upon the goodwill in the BLACK LABEL mark that Hormel Foods has developed at its considerable 
expense and effort,” the lawsuit states. 


Hormel claims that by using the label Purina “has caused and is causing Hormel Foods substantial and 
irreparable harm and injury.” 

Consumerist is reaching out to Purina for comment and will update when we receive a response. 

May 30, 2017 By Ashlee Kieler@akieler 

that's my label trademark infringement hormel bacon beggin' strips purina nestle food trademark ADS black 
label 


CONSUMERIST 


Founded in 2005, Consumerist is an independent source of 
consumer news and information published by Consumer Media 
LLC, a not-for-profit subsidiary of Consumer Reports. 
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Kiwi tourists among first to stay at new hostel in Chernobyl, the most radioactive place on Earth | Stuff.co.nz 


Kiwi tourists among first to stay at new hostel in Chernobyl, the most 
radioactive place on Earth stuff.co.nz 


stuff Last updated 08:56, June 14 2017 

30 years after the catastrophic meltdown of Pripyat's nuclear power station, the site has become a 
desolate tourist attraction. 


The Ukrainian government has opened a hostel within the Chernobyl contamination zone, giving 
holidaymakers the chance to explore the epicentre of history's most devastating nuclear accident. 

There are currently enough beds for 50 people in the former Soviet dormitory, located about 15 
kilometres from the site of the 1986 reactor meltdown at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. 


"We plan an expansion to accommodate 102 people," administrator Svetlana Grishchenko said. 



BEN KEPKA Kiwi tourists were among the first to stay in a hostel in the epicentre 
of history's most devastating nuclear accident 


The first guests at the hostel 
included foreigners from the New 
Zealand, the United States and 
Denmark. 

And no trip would be complete 
without one of the guided tours of 
the ill-fated power plant. 

The Ukrainian government allows 
tourists into the contamination zone 
for brief visits with special 
permission. The area is still 
considered uninhabitable. 


Last year Kiwi Ben Kepka travelled 
there to photograph the abandoned 
city of Pripyat and said he felt as 
though he'd landed on the set of an 
apocalyptical horror movie. 

"All you could hear was the 
crunching of the snow and ice under 
your feet and the old steel loading 
bay doors slamming in the wind," he 
told Stuff in April. 



BEN KEPKA A geiger meter constantly alerts to the high levels of radiation. 


Kepka, an engineer, photographer 
and filmmaker from Napier, and 
three friends travelled to the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone shortly after Ukraine made it easier for 
foreigners to visit the country. Foreign visitors can now get short-term visas for stays of up to 90 
days. 
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"I have heard a lot about the communist architecture and the legacy that it had left on this area of 
the world, but until I could see it with my own eyes it was really hard to envisage." 

An explosion at the nuclear plant 
spewed out a cloud of radioactive 
dust that spread across much of 
Eastern Europe. 

A concrete sarcophagus was hastily 
erected over the facility to prevent 
further contamination. The 
sarcophagus last year was 
reinforced with a steel dome. 

AAP, Stuff 
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BEN KEPKA Ben describes his visit to Chernobyl as the trip of his lifetime. 
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Housing authority’s order shocks residents | Boston Herald 


Housing authority’s order shocks residents bostonherald.com 

Residents of a Quincy housing project say they were shocked to learn they have one week to evict 
all of the flowers, plants and lawn ornaments decorating the front of their “garden apartments” 
before they’re tossed in the garbage. 

“Gardens are no longer allowed,” read the “urgent notice” that residents said was hastily slotted into 
mailboxes and front doors of the 12-building elderly and disabled housing complex, which is listed 
on the Quincy Housing Authority’s website as “garden apartments.” 

“Do not plant a garden,” the notice read, adding, “if you started a garden STOP!” 

Grace Raymondi, a 74-year-old tenant who has lived at Crowley Court since 2000, stood outside 
her unit yesterday taking stock of the plants and decorations that will be wiped out when work crews 
come May 5. 

“It breaks the spirit of the community,” said Raymondi, president of the community’s tenant 
association. “They’re trying to take away one of the simple pleasures senior citizens have.” 

Tenants told the Herald the housing authority’s blanket edict cuts deeply into one of the last normal 
slices of life have left for people in their project. 

Rose Cameron, 65, who moved into Crowley Court last year, said housing authority officials signed 
off three weeks ago on her plan to plant marigolds and impatiens in front of her unit. 

“This is my therapy. I plant flowers,” Cameron said, adding she will demand the housing authority 
reimburse her for the $100 she spent on flowers, soil, mulch and a wood border if her hard work is 
uprooted next week. 

“What else can we do?” she asked. “I just think it’s wrong. It’s wrong.” 

The notice directed residents to move all pots to the back of their units and take down any garden 
fencing. It also added lawn ornaments and fake flowers to a list of banned items. 

“If you do not remove these items they will be considered trash and thrown away on May 5, 2017. 
You are allowed to have flower pots on your balcony. No planting flowers in the lawn.” the letter 
read, seemingly ignoring the fact that the development’s one-floor units lack balconies. 

Carolyn Crossley, a director of the Quincy Housing Authority, declined to say why they’re banning 
the outdoor decorations and referred all questions to executive director James Lydon, who did not 
return calls. 

Commissioners of the housing authority also didn’t return requests for comment. 

A copy of the authority’s garden policy posted to its website in the last year said the rules are to 
“maintain a clean, well kept appearance, and to minimize tripping hazards and obstructions to 
balconies, yard and lawn care.” 

Many tenants agreed there should be some fair limitations, but said the across-the-board ban 
seemed heavy-handed. 
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“We can’t live like normal people, in other words?” asked Robin Shuman, 56, who’s raised her 
children in the development over the past 27 years and was fuming that she’d have to remove a 
flower pot from her rear steps. 

“How would they at Housing like for us to tell them they can’t do that at their homes?” Shuman 
asked. 

Cameron responded: “I’d love to know what their homes look like — I bet you they have flowers.” 
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How Ian Brady cried when his pet spaniel died | Daily Mail Online 


How Ian Brady cried when his pet spaniel died 

18:33 edt, 16 May 2017 1 dailymail.co.uk 

m 9 M '* cou ' c * never have killed sheep or cattle': How Ian Brady 

I ^ \ ■ I % § ■ cried when his pet spaniel died but said 'killing people 

I I /j I I \ j A M never bothered me in the least' 

.COm * Urban legends that Ian Brady tortured animals as 
slum-kid in Glasgow all 'untrue' 

• As a young child, he once cried when an injured horse was put down in the street 

• But the infamous murderer admitted how killing people was no problem for him 

• Also revealed how he wasn't influenced by Nazism, despite the enduring stories 

By Alan Keightley For The Daily Mail 

Dr Alan Keightley was head of religious studies at a West Midlands sixth-form college when he began writing to 
Ian Brady in 1992 at the suggestion of the mother of his youngest victim, Lesley Ann Downey. For years, he 
visited Brady in prison every month, spoke to him on the phone every day and received hundreds of letters from 
him. 

Dr Keightley built up a detailed archive of material he has now turned into a biography of Brady that provides a 
disturbing and unique insight into the man himself — and the nature of evil. 

More than half a century has gone by since the Moors Murders, yet they hold a fascination that will not go away, 
despite the passage of time. 

They were the flip side of the so-called Swinging Sixties, traumatic events that shattered all sense of safety and 
decency in society. It is one thing to cause another person to suffer to achieve some other goal, as in violent 
robbery. 


Brady was never cruel to animals. As a lad, he ran 
home in tears when he saw an injured horse being put 
down in the street. He wept again when his pet spaniel 
died 

It is another matter to cause a person pain for no 
other reason than to make them suffer. Here was pure 
malevolence and we struggle still to understand it. 

But people often got Brady very wrong as they 
searched for clues to explain who and what this 
monster of a man was. 

It was often said, for example, that as a slum-kid 
growing up in Glasgow, he imprisoned cats, crucified 
frogs, sliced up caterpillars with razor blades and 
beheaded rabbits — and that later he got a job in a slaughter house, where he acquired his taste for the sight 
and smell of blood. 

All this was untrue. Brady was never cruel to animals. As a lad, he ran home in tears when he saw an injured 
horse being put down in the street. He wept again when his pet spaniel died. 

He never worked in a slaughter house, though he was once a meat delivery boy, which was how that particular 
myth began. The idea of butchering animals appalled him. ‘I could never have brought myself to kill sheep or 
cattle,’ he once told me. 

BRADY'S FIVE VICTIMS 
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• Pauline Reade, 16, was the couple's first victim. She was on her way to a local dance when Hindley 
persuaded her to get in her car. They drove Pauline to Saddleworth Moor where she was raped Pauline, 
beaten and stabbed. 

• John Kilbride, 12, was snatched from Ashton market on Saturday November 23, 1963. He was 
strangled and buried in a shallow grave. He was the second of Brady and Hindley's five victims. 

• Keith Bennett, 12, disappeared on the way to his grandmother's house. Hindley had lured him into 
her car and driven him to the Moors where he was murdered. The method of killing has never been made 
clear. The pair buried his body which has never been found. 

• Lesley Ann Downey, 10, disappeared on Boxing Day. She had been snatched from the fair and taken 
back to Hindley's house. She was brutally assaulted with the ordeal captured on tape. 

• Edward Evans, 17, was the sick duo's final victim. He had just been to see Manchester United play 
when Brady lured in Edward. Brady repeatedly bludgeoned Evans with an axe 

‘But the idea of killing people never bothered me in the least.’ 

This was the real Ian Brady, a much more chilling man than anyone can possibly imagine, driven by complex 
motives that are not easily understandable. 

Another enduring story is that he and Hindley were inspired by Nazi ideology — that Brady was a Hitler fanatic 
who collected Third Reich memorabilia from childhood and whose terrible deeds were somehow the outcome of 
his obsession with the Fuhrer. 

But this was not true, either. In fact, as he revealed to me, his political views were Left-wing rather than extreme 
Right. 

The misinterpretation came about because at his trial much was made of his tapes and books on Nazi figures. ‘I 
also had tapes of Stalin and Churchill,’ he told me, ‘but these were of no interest to the prosecution. 

‘My interest in the Third Reich was based on aesthetic, not political grounds. I admired the will, boldness and the 
courage with which Hitler put his beliefs into effect.’ But he did not identify with Hitler. ‘No one could. He was 
unique.’ 

Certainly Brady had books on Nazism. I know because I saw them. But they had been sent to him by people 
who had assumed he was fascinated by the subject. They went largely unread. 

The same went for his supposed obsession with the works of the Marquis de Sade. It is part of the accepted 
Moors Murders story that the 18th-century French aristocrat’s explicit writings combining sex and violence had a 
decisive, catastrophic influence on him and may even have precipitated the murders. 

Brady dismissed this as ‘nonsense’. Again, this was an accusation and an explanation that had been offered by 
the prosecution at his trial, but he rejected it. 

Brady thought they might just as easily have blamed Shakespeare’s Richard III, which he read at school, and 
which was a major influence on him. Brady often likened himself to the cruel king of Shakespeare’s play. 
‘Richard’s himself again,’ he would say in his sinister way, to describe the onset of his evil state of mind. 

Curiously, I could not find this quotation in Shakespeare’s text, but among Brady’s property was a video of 
Laurence Olivier’s 1955 film. It was here that I found the elusive sentence. 

Brady, who used the name Ian Stewart-Brady up until his death, was initially jailed for three murders in 1966 

After a moment in which his better nature almost gets the better of him, the king declares: ‘Conscience avaunt. 
Richard’s himself again.’ Brady had watched the film as a teenager and this became his catchphrase. 

As for De Sade, Brady had read his works, he admitted, but for the philosophy — life was meaningless and the 
universe without purpose; therefore, nothing matters — rather than the sexual content, which he described as 
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‘repetitive and turgid’. He said he was ‘bored rigid’ by it. 

The fundamental cause and reason for the 
unspeakable acts he carried out lay in his conviction 
that life has no meaning. 

A childhood photograph of 
Ian Brady during his time 
in Glasgow 

‘Nothing is true, 
everything is permitted,’ 
he would tell me, quoting 
Nietzsche, famous for his 
pronouncement that ‘God 
is dead’. Brady believed 
the truth about life to be 
as bleak as it could be. ‘In 
the end, all is illusion or 
delusion. We each do 
what we believe is best, 



that’s all.’ 


He called himself an existentialist or a ‘moral relativist’ and his only faith was in chaos and absurdity. ‘Our 
yearnings for immortality are comical and preposterous. Life, like death, doesn’t give a damn about us.’ 


As for religion, he told me, that was ‘the self-flattering delusion of mankind that some supernatural force is in the 
least interested in the life of ants on a speck of dust in the universe’. Brady was convinced he was a new kind of 
killer, of which society would see more and more. These killers would be products of the secular atmosphere 
that pervaded life in the West as the absolute values of good and evil declined. 


He aligned himself with the French atheist Albert Camus, and his copy of Camus’s book, The Rebel, was heavily 
highlighted, particularly a passage that concluded: ‘Wickedness and virtue are just accident or whim.’ 


But the intellectual influence that meant most to Brady was the Russian novelist Dostoyevsky. His book, Crime 
And Punishment, hangs like a shadow over the Moors Murders. 


Brady’s own copy of the book was among the property he bequeathed to me. As I leaf through it, the margins 
are littered with his comments in purple ink — ‘marvellous psychological insight’, ‘stupendous observation of 
human nature!’ Brady was 18 and serving a sentence in Borstal for theft when he came across Crime And 
Punishment and identified with Raskolnikov, the book’s anti-hero. 

Ian Brady, pictured by a court sketch artist at his last public hearing in 
2013, has cost taxpayers millions in prison and secure hospital bills, it 
emerged after he died 

Raskolnikov, a supercilious, poverty stricken student, robs and 
murders a rapacious old moneylender, a worthless parasite of no use 
to anyone. Afterwards, he realises money was not the real motive for 
his crimes, but that the crimes themselves were existential tests of 
personal will. Brady, as we have seen, went on to use the phrase 
‘existential exercises’ to describe his own murders. 

I once pointed out to Brady the irony of him taking Dostoyevsky as his 
intellectual mentor. The Russian wrote Crime And Punishment to 
make money to pay for the upkeep of his dead brother’s children. 

How strange that a book that saved children’s lives in the 19th 
century contributed to the murder of children in the 20th. 

Furthermore, Dostoyevsky wrote that the worst conceivable crime was crime against children. 
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But my comments were ignored. They did not fit Brady’s twisted philosophy. 

ARCHIVE OF BRADY'S PERSONAL EFFECTS FROM PRISON 


Over more than 25 years of their meetings, Dr Keightley compiled an extraordinary archive of Ian Brady’s 
personal effects — all given to him by the killer — that together reveal much about his twisted psyche... 



The chess set used by Brady to beat disgraced MP 
John Stonehouse in a 1979 prison chess final (left). 
Right, a book given to Ian by Myra 

Brady’s cufflinks — in the shape of police handcuffs 
— display his warped sense of humour 

Brady’s steel cigarette box and lighter. He chain¬ 
smoked untipped Gauloises and frequently 
expressed dismay that smoking hadn’t killed him 

Brady’s signet ring with the initials ISB. He was born 
Ian Duncan Stewart 

Brady boasted of being well-read and Dostoyevsky’s 
Crime And Punishment was one of his favourite 
novels 




A Buddha (left) Brady kept on his bedside table, 
even though he derided all forms of religion. 
Right, A statuette of Don Quixote. Brady had 
been known to refer to himself as ‘a cynical Don 
Quixote, tilting at any laws and customs’ 

A Christmas card from Brady’s mother. He was 
fostered as a baby and grew up in Glasgow, 
moving to Manchester in his troubled teens 
where he renewed his relationship with his 
mother 

This book of Wordworth’s Poetical Works was 
given to Brady by Myra Hindley in April 1967 and 
inscribed: To Ian. With love, Myra xxxxxx’. The 
inscription is marked with a sprig of dried, pressed 
heather, quite possibly from Saddleworth Moor, 
where the pair buried their victims 
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Police: Man who hit police vehicle at Sea-Tac huffed Glade air freshener kiro7.com 
KIRO Seattle 


Updated: May 30, 2017 - 11:18 AM 

A man is being investigated for huffing Glade air freshener and hitting a Port of Seattle Police 
vehicle. 

On May 24, police were at the departures area of Sea-Tac International Airport when they say 
the man rear-ended the police vehicle, which had the rear red and blue lights flashing. 

The man hit the police vehicle about 2-3 mph, police said. 

Officers frisked him after they said he grabbed his passport out of an officer’s hand during the 
initial investigation. 

“While frisking for weapons, a can of Glade air freshener was found in (the man’s) front left 
side pants pocket,” police wrote in a search warrant affidavit. “(The man) had white discharge 
coming out of his eyes.” 

Police asked if he’d been huffing Glade, and demonstrated how one might huff inhalants. 

“Oh yeah, a lot!” he allegedly replied. 

Inhalants can include aerosol sprays, solvents and gases. People who huff Glade do so for the 
fumes, and previous cases have been seen. In November 2003, a 12-year-old girl was found 
dead with a can of Glade air freshener in her hand, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported. 

The man, who is not being named here because he has not been charged, displayed erratic 
behavior and stumbled when asked to sit down, police said. He would not follow commands or 
bend his knees to sit down in a police booking room. 

“Once (he) was placed in a holding cell, he removed his pants and began kicking the door,” 
police wrote. “He yelled to several male officers(s) that he ‘wants to f*** them.” 

The man also refused to provide a sample of his breath. 

The man is not on the King County Jail roster, and it’s unclear if he remains in custody. 

© 2017 Cox Media Group. 

This station is part of Cox Media Group Television. 
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STUART — Some guy tried to buy “human skin” for $400 on Facebook, according to statements a 
Stuart woman gave a Martin County sheriff’s investigator. 

What could be described as a case to make your flesh crawl happened March 14, a report states. 

Deputies went to an address on Northwest River Trail “in reference to someone trying to buy human 
skin,” the report states. 


Human skin buying case 

A woman told a deputy she found a 
man attempting to purchase skin on 
Facebook. The ad, she said, was 
posted on “Jensen Beach Garage 
Sale.” 

The ad indicated $400 would be 
paid for human skin. 

The ad was taken down, perhaps 
because of concerns of having skin 
in the game. 

A deputy demonstrated there’s more than one way to skin a cat because the investigator “was able 
to click on the individual who posted the ad and it revealed the individuals name is (redacted from 
report),” the report states. 

If the deputy knows the man’s name, it may be difficult for that person to save his own skin. 

The report cites Florida Statute 873.01, which prohibits buying and selling human organs and tissue. 

Violations are a felony, so if the ad placer is caught prosecutors may want to extract their pound of 
flesh. 
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A new hybrid species of puffer fish could 
end up on the plates of Japanese diners, 
with the risk that chefs not familiar with 
its anatomy may fail to remove its 
notoriously deadly poison. 

Experts are blaming climate change for 
the arrival of the new species, where the 
Spottyback puffer has started to migrate 
from its usual habitat in the Sea of Japan 
(also known as the East Sea) to the 
Pacific Ocean, where it has been mixing 
with the native Shosai-fugu. 

The pufferfish's potentially lethal internal organs need to be removed before cooking 

A survey carried out by Japan's National 

Fisheries University found that over half of the puffers, or fugu, studied in a three-year programme were 
Spottyback-Shosai-fugu hybrids. 

The result, the Mainichi Daily News reports, is a hybrid species that is proving difficult to identify at fish markets. 
Despite government advice on identifying the new species, many are being discarded for the sake of safety. 

The university's Professor Hiroshi Takahashi told The Mainichi there is now an increased possibility that hybrids 
will end up on consumers' plates. 

Deadly catch 

The problem faced by biologists and chefs alike is in correctly identifying the new species of fugu, so that its 
liver, ovaries and other organs which carry a deadly neurotoxin can be removed before preparation for the 
table. 

It's a genuine danger, because even the tiniest error could kill. With the fish currently being identified by hand, 
Professor Takahashi has called for new methods to scientifically screen puffers to head off potential fatalities 
due to incorrectly identified fugu. 

There could be another way around the problem for Japanese diners though, who can pay up to 35,000 yen 
($315; £245) for a puffer fish meal. 

Some researchers claim to have reared puffer fish free from the toxin and want the government to relax laws to 
allow their fish to be served with its liver, which is considered the tastiest part of the fish. 

Japan's food safety commission will rule on this by the end of the year. 

Reporting by Alistair Coleman, Tse Yin Lee 
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In today's Magazine 

Pili Hussein wanted to make her fortune prospecting for a 
precious stone that's said to be a thousand times rarer than 
diamonds, but since women weren't allowed down the mines 
she dressed up as man and fooled her male colleagues for 
almost a decade. 

Pili Hussein grew up in a large family in Tanzania. The daughter 
of a livestock keeper who had many large farms, Pili's father 
had six wives and she was one of 38 children. Although she 
was well looked after, in many ways, she doesn't look back on 

"My father treated me like a boy and I was given livestock to take care of -1 didn't like that life at all," 
she says. 

But her marriage was even more unhappy, and at the age of 31 Pili ran away from her abusive 
husband. 

In search of work she found herself in the small Tanzanian town of Mererani, in the foothills of 
Africa's highest mountain, Kilimanjaro - the only place in the world where mining for a rare, violet- 
blue gemstone called tanzanite takes place. 



Pili Hussein pictured with a piece of tanzanite 


her upbringing fondly. 



Image copyright AFP 

"I didn't go to school, so I didn't have 
many options," Pili says. 

"Women were not allowed in the 
mining area, so I entered bravely 
like a man, like a strong person. You 
take big trousers, you cut them into 
shorts and you appear like a man. 
That's what I did." 

I acted like a gorilla -1 could 
fight, my language was bad, I 


could carry a big knife 


To complete the transformation, she also changed her name. 
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"I was called Uncle Hussein, I didn't tell anyone my actual name was Pili. Even today if you come to 
the camp you ask for me by that name, Uncle Hussein." 

In the tight confines of the hot, dirty tunnels - some of which extend hundreds of metres below the 
ground - Pili would work 10-12 hours a day, digging and sieving, hoping to uncover gemstones in 
the veins in the graphite rock. 

"I could go 600m under, into the mine. I would do this more bravely than many other men. I was 
very strong and I was able to deliver what men would expect another man could do." 

Pili says that nobody suspected that she was a woman. 

Media captionPili Hussein tells Outlook's Matthew Bannister how she succeeded in becoming a 
miner 

"I acted like a gorilla," she says, "I could fight, my language was bad, I could carry a big knife like a 
Maasai [warrior]. Nobody knew I was a woman because everything I was doing I was doing like a 
man." 

And after about a year, she struck it rich, uncovering two massive clusters of tanzanite stones. With 
the money that she made she built new homes for her father, mother and twin sister, bought herself 
more tools, and began employing miners to work for her. 

And her cover was so convincing that it took an extraordinary set of circumstances for her true 
identity to finally be revealed. A local woman had reported that she'd been raped by some of the 
miners and Pili was arrested as a suspect. 

"When the police came, the men who did the rape said: 'This is the man who did it,' and I was taken 
to the police station," Pili says. 

Image copyright Getty Images 

She had no choice but to reveal her 
secret. 

I'm proud of what I did - it has 
made me rich, but it was hard 
for me 

She asked the police to find a 
woman to physically examine her, to 
prove that she couldn't be 
responsible, and was soon 
released. But even after that her 
fellow miners found it hard to believe they had been duped for so long. 

"They didn't even believe the police when they said that I was a woman," she says, "it wasn't easy 
for them to accept until 2001 when I got married and I started a family." 

Finding a husband when everyone is accustomed to regarding you as a man is not easy, Pili found, 
though eventually she succeeded. 
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"The question in his mind was always, 'Is she really a woman?'" she recalls. "It took five years for 

Image copyright UN Women/Deepika Nath 

Pili has built a successful career and today owns her own mining 
company with 70 employees. Three of her employees are women, but 
they work as cooks not as miners. Pili says that although there are more 
women in the mining industry than when she started out, even today 
very few actually work in the mines. 

"Some [women] wash the stones, some are brokers, some are cooking," 
she says, "but they're not going down in to the mines, it's not easy to get 
women to do what I did." 

Pili's success has enabled her to pay for the education of more than 30 
nieces, nephews and grandchildren. But despite this she says she 
wouldn't encourage her own daughter to follow in her footsteps. 

"I'm proud of what I did - it has made me rich, but it was hard for me," she says. 

"I want to make sure that my daughter goes to school, she gets an education and then she is able to 
run her life in a very different way, far away from what I experienced." 

Pili Hussein was part of the UN Women Mapping Study on Gender and Extractive Industries in 
Mainland Tanzania 

Listen to Pili Hussein speaking to Outlook on the BBC World Service 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. 

Image copyright UN Women/Deepika Nath 
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'I buried Paul’: Your guide to the convoluted conspiracy 
theory that Paul McCartney died in 1966 

Tristin Hopper | May 17,2017 11:08 AM ET 
More from Tristin Hopper | @TristinHopper 

This month marks the 50 th anniversary of the release of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, which means it also marks the 
golden jubilee of the infamous “Paul is dead” conspiracy theory. This was the popular urban legend that Beatle Paul McCartney had 
been killed in a 1966 car crash and replaced with an impostor by record executives. 

It’s obviously wrong, of course. In a world where Milli Vanilli could barely keep their lip synching scam going for more a few months, 
it seems that somebody would have spoken up by now about the time British record executives railroaded a random civilian into 
committing global identity fraud. 

But regardless, the Paul is dead theory remains an excellent example of how a group of dedicated conspiracists can gather 
surprisingly compelling evidence for a theory — even if that theory is still utterly and completely ridiculous. 

In a world swimming with pop culture rumours and internet hoaxes, this was one of the first to go viral. Below, the National Post 
presents your multimedia guide to the “clues” of the Paul is dead theory. 

The “burial” 
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Album art © Apple Corps Ltd. 


This is a famously busy album cover, so it’s also a rich source of conspiracy leads. There’s an open palm over McCartney’s head, 
which fans interpreted as being akin to a priest blessing the dead Beatle before internment. While the other three Beatles are carrying 
brass instruments, McCartney is carrying a cor anglais, a black woodwind instrument. In the corner, next to a doll wearing a 
“Welcome the Rolling Stones” jumper, is a reddish driving glove symbolizing McCartney’s bloody crash death. A bass guitar made out 
of flowers in the foreground only has three strings, allegedly symbolizing a dead McCartney as the “missing” string. Hold a mirror 
over “lonely hearts” in the drum logo and it appears to use numbers and Roman numerals to spell out 11/9 HE DIE — an alleged 
reference to McCartney’s dying on November 9,1966. And finally, the whole scene depicts McCartney’s burial. In truth, the album is 
supposed to depict a burial, but a metaphorical one. The Beatles wanted a psychedelic way to communicate to fans that their mop- 
topped collarless suit days were over, and that the world should instead prepare for a quartet of sophisticated studio musicians who 
may or may not enjoy dressing in Edwardian military regalia. 
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Album art © Apple Corps Ltd. 


Although it has since become a rock icon, the cover for Abbey Road remains a triumph of lazy album artwork. The Beatles simply 
walked out of the studio in whatever they were wearing and posed on an adjacent crosswalk. McCartney, notably, didn’t even bother 
to put shoes on. But fans interpreted the four as representing a funeral procession of sorts: A gravedigger, a corpse, an undertaker 
and a priest. According to theorists, McCartney’s shoelessness was a nod to the practice of interring corpses without shoes. However, 
a persistent problem with Paul is dead evidence is that theorists kept referring to symbols for death that don’t really seem to exist. So 
it is with the shoeless theory; it’s not actually a practice to bury otherwise well-dressed corpses without shoes. “I was walking 
barefoot because it was a hot day,” is how McCartney explained it. Also, in the background, a Volkswagen Beetle that just happened 
to carry the license plate “28IF,” interpreted as being a message that McCartney would have been 28 years old in the photo if he had 
lived. 

“I buried Paul” 
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Ghostery blocked SoundCloud video player. 


This is a clip of audio from the end of Strawberry Fields Forever in which the distorted voice of John Lennon can be heard saying 
something. Lennon claims he was saying “cranberry sauce,” the Beatles’ press officer claimed he was saying “I’m very bored” and 
conspiracy theorists thought he was saying “I buried Paul.” 

The walrus 
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Album art © Apple Corps Ltd. 


There are two things to note about Magical Mystery Tour. Firstly, there’s the word “Beatles” spelled out in stars. When viewed upside 
down the stars appear to spell out a phone number: 231-7438. Rumour had it that this was some kind of special Paul is dead hotline. 
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about celebrity death conspiracies. Secondly, fans surmised that McCartney was in a black walrus suit because certain Arctic cultures 
see the walrus as a symbol of death. The immediate problem with this concept is that the Beatle in the walrus costume is not 
McCartney: it’s Lennon. And, like the barefoot thing above, there’s slim evidence that any Arctic peoples actually see the walrus as a 
symbol of death. Canada’s Inuit, for one, feature walruses in their mythology and spirituality, but generally only treat the animal as 
an explicit harbinger of death if an angry one happens to be coming at them. 


The impostor and the corpse 



Album art © Apple Corps Ltd. 


The bare bones cover of the White Album left even the most devoted theorist stumped for clues, so fans instead turned to the foldout 
collage poster included with the album. A snapshot of what appears to be McCartney in glasses and a civil servant’s haircut was 
theorized to be William Campbell, the winner of a McCartney lookalike contest who was then recruited to be the impostor. The 
second is allegedly a picture of McCartney’s corpse being washed prior to an autopsy. Morgue attendants will indeed wash bodies 
prior to an autopsy, but they definitely don’t give them full-immersion bubble baths — particularly if the corpse is badly mangled 
from an auto crash. 

“Paul is a dead man” 


Ghostery blocked SoundCloud video player. 
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Randomly interjecting during recording sessions was a favourite habit of Lennon. At the end of the White Album song I’m So Tired, 
Lennon fades out the track with a few seconds of gibberish. Play it backwards and it does indeed sound like Lennon is saying “Paul is 
a dead man, miss him, miss him, miss him.” One of the reasons that alleged secret messages were able to gain such traction with fans 
is because the Beatles actually did have a penchant to put secret messages in their albums. But rather than communicating a morbid 
coverup, they were usually just trying to slip naughty things past the censors. The 1965 song Girl, for instance, features the Beatles 
saying “tit” over and over again in the background. And on early pressings of Sgt. Pepper, the album ended with a dog whistle 
designed to annoy any canine within earshot of the stereo. 


The “butcher cover” 
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Album art © Apple Corps Ltd. 


Above are the two album covers for Yesterday and Today, a compilation album released for the North American market. On the right 
is the cover that the Beatles wanted to use; an extremely abstract concept image intended to symbolize the fact that the Beatles 
remained flesh and blood despite their fame. On the left is the photo that ultimately ended up on the album when horrified record 
executives kiboshed the butcher cover. For conspiracy theorists, the butcher cover’s symbolism was easy: It depicted the carnage of 
McCartney’s grisly death. But they even had an explanation for the mild cover. McCartney is seated inside a steamer trunk 
symbolizing the fact that the “real” McCartney was also in a box six feet underground. 

The Canadian connection 
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Album art © Apple Corps Ltd. 


Ontarians will immediately recognize the patch on McCartney’s left arm in this sleeve art from Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band. It is the shoulder patch of the Ontario Provincial Police, and found its way into McCartney’s possession during a tour through 
Canada. Given the angle of the photo, however, theorists took it that the patch read “OPD,” an alleged abbreviation for “officially 
pronounced dead.” Once again, there is little evidence that British hospitals ever used the acronym OPD to refer to a deceased 
patient. Today, any internet search for the medical term “officially pronounced dead” leads exclusively to pages discussing the Paul is 
dead theory. 

The odd one out 
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This is the reverse of Sgt. Pepper, showing McCartney inexplicably facing his back to the camera — an apparent sign that his death 
had set him apart from the three surviving Beatles. As an organization, the Beatles generally seemed quite annoyed with the death 
conspiracy, as was McCartney himself. “It is all bloody stupid,” McCartney told a LIFE magazine reporter in 1970 who had hiked to 
his remote Scottish farm by way of a bog. He added, “the people who are making up these rumours should look to themselves a little 
more.” John Lennon, by contrast, seemed to delight in the legend, which he mentioned in no less than two songs. In the Beatles’ 
Glass Onion, he says “here’s another clue for you all; the walrus was Paul.” And after the Beatles’ breakup, he composed a hate song 
against McCartney containing the verse “those freaks was right when they said you was dead.” 
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15 May 2017 10:02 pm 

Ian Brady has died at the age of 79 (Picture: SWNS) 

Ian Brady, the notorious murderer of five young children, has died at 
the age of 79. 

It was reported earlier today that he was receiving end-of-life care in a 
psychiatric hospital in Merseyside. 

The killer - who tortured and murdered five children in the 60s with 
accomplice Myra Hindley - was today urged to ‘do the right thing’ and 
reveal the whereabouts of his victim Keith Bennett’s body. 

However, he died just hours later, taking the secret with him to the 
grave - providing little comfort to Bennett’s grieving family. 

Brady and Hindley’s four other victims were buried on Saddleworth 


Moor in the south Pennines. 




Ashworth Hospital, 
Merseyside (Picture: PA) 

12 year old Keith Bennett (L) 
and 16 year old Pauline 
Reade, Brady and Hindley’s 
victims (Picture: PA) 


The serial killer was being 
looked after by nurses 
specialising in terminally ill 
cancer patients at Ashworth 
Hospital in Merseyside. 


A Mersey Care NHS 
Foundation Trust spokesman 
said: ‘We can confirm a 79- 
year-old patient in long-term care 
at Ashworth High Secure Hospital 
has died after becoming physically 
unwell.’ 


At a court hearing in February, 
lawyers said he had been 
bedridden for the last couple of 
years, and it was ‘fair to say’ he 
was terminally ill, with emphysema 
among his ailments. 


Brady was initially jailed for three 
murders in 1966 and had been at 
Ashworth since 1985. 


He and Hindley, who died in prison in 2002, later confessed to an additional two murders. 

John Kilbride (L), 12, and Lesley-Ann Downey, 10, were also victims of Brady and Hindley (Picture: PA) 

Court artist sketch by Elizabeth Cook of moors murderer Ian Brady appearing via video link at Manchester Civil 
Justice Centre (Picture: PA) 
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Brady repeatedly tried to starve himself to death 
during his detention in hospital. 

In 2013 he asked to be moved to a Scottish prison so 
he could not be force-fed, as he could be in hospital, 
and where he could be allowed to die if he wished. 

His request was rejected after Ashworth medical 
experts said he had chronic mental illness, and 
needed continuous care in hospital. 

Speaking of his crimes at the tribunal, he said: ‘A 
criminal in pursuit of a crime is going to gain from the 
crime. He has given a value to the person he is about 
to kill.’ 





He told The Sun: ‘I would beg him to do the right thing on his deathbed and tell us 
where Keith is. 


‘Now is the time for him to stop playing tricks and come clean. If he takes it to the 
grave, I will feel so sorry for Keith’s family. 

There will only ever be another search if there’s fresh evidence. That has to come 
from him.’ 


Mr Kilbride also said he hopes Brady ‘rots in hell’. 

‘We’ll certainly celebrate his death when it comes,’ he said. ‘Good riddance.’ 


When asked what value he got from the murders, 
Brady responded: ‘Existential experience.’ 


Edward Evans, 17- 
year-old murder victim 
of Ian Brady and Myra 
Hindley (Picture: PA) 
Myra Hindley, Brady’s 
accomplice who died 
in prison in 2002 
(Picture: Getty 
Images) 


Terry Kilbride, whose 
12-year-old brother 
John was also 
murdered by Brady, 
begged him to tell 

police where he dumped the body of Keith Bennett, who went missing at the age of 
12 in 1964. 
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Identity of Victorian Girl Found Under San Francisco Home 

Revealed cultofweird.com 


By Charlie Hintz on May 10, 2017 

After a year of research, the true 
identity of “Miranda Eve,” a 19th- 
century burial found beneath a San 
Francisco home in 2016, has been 
revealed. 

The remarkably well-preserved remains of a young 
19th-century girl were found during renovations 
beneath a San Francisco home in May of 2016. The 
neighborhood occupies what used to be a massive 
Odd Fellows cemetery, where some 26,000 were 
interred before the city starting relocating its dead in 
order to free up valuable real estate. The 
unidentified girl was buried 140 years ago, but while 
most of the cemetery’s residents were relocated to 
the necropolis of nearby Colma, she was somehow 
left behind. 

Through the lead glass windows of the bronze 
coffin, the girl’s golden locks could be seen woven 
with small purple flowers. She was buried in an 
elaborately laced christening dress with roses, eucalyptus leaves and baby’s breath placed around 
her body. In her right hand she held a single purple Nightshade flower. Aside from some mold on 
her face, the air tight casket kept her pretty well intact. 



The young Victorian girl found buried beneath a San 
Francisco home last year has been identified 


cult of weird 



A cross of purple flowers buried with Edith Cook 

cross of purple flowers on the girl’s chest (Garden of Innocence) 
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Since she was found on private property, the city said it was not in their jurisdiction. The 
responsibility of dealing with the coffin and its delicate remains fell on the homeowner, Ericka 
Karner. Karner could return the coffin to its grave, or pay a hefty sum to have it buried elsewhere. 
She decided to turn it over to the Garden of Innocence, a nonprofit group that provides burials for 
abandoned or unidentified children. 

Volunteers for Garden of Innocence named the girl Miranda Eve, built a new violet-lined wooden 
case to hold her and her original casket, took a few strands of hair for DNA analysis, and gave her a 
second burial in Colma. The group spent the last year researching, digging through burial records, 
plot maps, surveyors maps, cemetery maps, county records, and old photos to identify the forgotten 
child. 

The coffin turned out to be an important clue. The Barstow Metallic Burial Case, touted to be the 
“perfect protection from water and vermin,” was only sold in California by one company, Nathaniel 
Gray & Co. Undertakers. In September of 2016 a match was found for Miranda in the burial records 
of the N. Gray funeral home. The child matched Miranda’s approximate age of 2-3.5 years, and was 
buried in the same style of coffin. She died of marasmus, a form of severe undernourishment which 
may have been caused by an infectious disease. 


1880 advertisement for N. Gray & Co. Undertakers in San Francisco 

Researchers laid an 1870 map of the Odd Fellows Cemetery over current 
maps of the city, and compared known locations of cemetery landmarks to 
the place where the child was found beneath the house. 

“The map pointed to the Yerba Buena section of the cemetery as being 
under the house at 26 Rossi,” Garden of Innocence wrote. “We searched 
the plot maps, we positioned the old crematory in place as it would have 
been in front of that house. The plot #2 of Yerba Buena was under the back 
yard of 26 Rossi. Plot #2 belonged to M. M. Cook.” 

According to the family tree assembled by Garden of Innocence, the name 
on the plot map was the girl’s grandfather, Matthew M. Cook, who died in 
1869. Using genealogy records, investigators identified a living descended, 
82-year-old Peter Cook of Napa, California who knew nothing of his father’s side of the family. Cook 
agreed to a DNA test, which positively identified him as the grand nephew of the girl in the coffin. 

Edith Howard Cook was born on November 28, 1873 to Horatio and Edith Cook, the report released 
Tuesday revealed. Her mother was the daughter of Peter Scoofy, an original member of the Society 
of California Pioneers. Her father tanned hides, manufactured leather belts, and served as Consul 
for Greece. They were married in 1870. 

Edith died just short of her third birthday on October 13, 1876. The Cooks later had a second 
daughter named Ethel who, as the report notes, was at one time declared the most beautiful woman 
in America by a Russian nobleman. 


4 a f as, 

[UNDERTAKERS 1 • 
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N. Gray & Co. Undertakers San 
Francisco vintage 
advertisement 


A retouched photo of Edith in her coffin when she was found 140 years after burial (Garden of 
Innocence) 
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A public memorial service for Edith will be held at Greenlawn Memorial 
Park in Colma on Saturday, June 10th at 10am. 


Copyright ©2017 Cult of Weird. Daily weird news and oddities. Lodge 
#8113 
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Edith Howard Cook in her coffin 
140 years after burial 
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‘I’m sick of cleaning up faeces’ 

n/04/2017 news.com.au 


One taxi driver questioned but no end in sight for Ashfield businesses plagued with poo 

April 11,20175:04pm 


A VICTIM in the Ashfield public poo 
pandemic believes his business has 
been subjected to “retaliation 
attacks” after speaking out about taxi 
drivers using his laneway as a toilet. 

Real estate agent Tim Simpson told the 
Inner West Courier “unprecedented” 
amounts of faeces have been dumped in 
the alleyway behind his Hercules St shop 
after he reported occurrences to 
authorities last month. 

National taxi firm 13 CABS has spoken to 
at least one driver for allegedly using the 
laneway as a toilet. 

Ashfield Local Area Command is also on the case, trawling CCTV footage from Duke St to identify offenders. 



Real Estate agent Tim Simpson cleans human poo left in the laneway behind his Ashfield 

business. 


Mr Simpson said he was “sick and tired” of the stomach-turning clean-up task. 



Tim Simpson, Julie Passas and Rita Lin 
are fed up with people defecating in the 
alleyway. 


Tim Simpson, Julie Passas and Rita Lin are fed up with people defecating in the 
alleyway.Source.'News Corp Australia 

The clean-up task has been described as a daily 
occurrence.Source.Supplied 

“I’m at my wits’ end,” Mr Simpson said. 

“The day after I reported it I stepped out of my car 
and there was faeces left all over the laneway and 
the steps (of my shop). 

“I’ve never seen anything like it. 

“I’ve contacted the council repeatedly but no one 
seems to be doing anything about it except for the 
shop owners who are having to clean it up.” 

Business owner Rita Lim’s patisserie also faces on 
to the laneway. 



The clean-up task has been described 
as a daily occurrence. 


She said the situation had “improved” in recent days, having suffered past experiences of catching culprits in the 
act. 


13 CABS is matching complaints to data from GPS devices fitted inside taxis to identify further possible culprits. 

Stepping over the offerings has become a regular occurrence for the business owners. Picture: Craig 
WilsonSource.News Corp Australia 

Head of client services Simon Purssey said the internal investigations are continuing. 
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Stepping over the offerings has become a regular occurrence for the business owners. Picture: 

Craig Wilson 


“We’re taking the complaints very 
seriously,” he said. 

“We have a team investigating it hard 
core. We will get to the bottom of it.” 

Mr Simpson, who is considering 
relocating his business after 40 years, 
has put the problem down to a lack of 
toilets in Ashfield and delays to the CBD 
upgrade. 

Inner West Council had been negotiating 
for Transport for NSW to include a toilet 
in a new commuter carpark as part of 
the upgrade works. 


are no plans to install a toilet in the facility”. 


But a Transport spokesman said “there 
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Taxis on Hercules St, Ashfield. Picture: Craig Wilson 


Taxis on Hercules St, Ashfield. Picture: 
Craig WilsonSource.News Corp Australia 

More than $300,000 has been raised for 
the upgrade project through a rate rise 
introduced by the former Ashfield 
Council. 

Work was delayed earlier this year after 
Inner West Council failed to secure 
suitable tenders. 

Former councillor Julie Passas has 
called for the council to install a portable 
facility in the CBD until permanent 
options are in place. 


Mr Simpson supported the move, saying “it would stop people using Ashfield as a toilet”. 


A council spokeswoman said the upgrade would commence in July and take at least 18 months. 


Originally published as I’m sick of cleaning up faeces’ 
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Georgian political party puffs up its church - BBC News 


bbc.com 


By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


14 June 2017 


Image copyrightWikmedia/Edward 
Simpson 

A political party in Georgia is 
planning to buy an inflatable church 
to prove that it is serious about the 
religious organisation it founded to 
help men avoid conscription into the 
army. 

The Girchi (Pine cone) party has 
said that since authorities are trying 
to prove its Christian Evangelical 
Protestant Biblical Freedom Church of Georgia does not exist, it would purchase a church to enable 
its members to hold prayers, Tbilisi's Imedi TV reported. 

"Godless people are trying to use the lack of items that typically designate traditional religions as an 
argument," it said in a Facebook post. The purchase of a cheap and mobile church would enable its 
members to hold prayers in it, the party added, saying also that it was not afraid of "godless people 
armed with [large] needles". 

Swerving compulsory military service 

The two-year-old Girchi party opposes Georgia's compulsory military service and set up the church 
in April to enable it to appoint priests, who are exempt from serving. 

Georgian men aged 18 to 27, bar some exceptions, have to serve in the army for two years and 
parliament recently introduced a draft law which would enable authorities to jail those who dodge 
the draft. 

The authorities have not approved of the Girchi party's tongue-in-cheek efforts. The country's 
parliamentary Defence and Security Committee Chairman Irakli Sesiashvili said it had gone beyond 
the limit with this announcement and that it was "somewhat insulting to manipulate this issue in such 
way". 

Imedi TV also cited a theologist, Lado Sanaia, disapproving of the announcement, saying it was 
"completely incompatible with the traditional idea of the church associated with religion not only in 
Georgian society but in all traditional and conservative societies". 

Copyright ©2017 BBC. 

Image copyright Imedi TV 
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Giant inflatable clown's bid for freedom 


stuff, co.nz 


Last updated 06:17, May 17 2017 



It's not a laughing matter - 
firefighters in Pukekohe, south 
Auckland, have captured a rogue 8 
metre high inflatable clown. 

The clown, from a nearby circus, 
had come loose in winds early on 
Wednesday morning and was 
blocking Mill Rd, one of the main 
roads into Pukekohe, a Fire Service 
spokesman said. 

There was no clowning around, and 


the huge balloon was cleared from the road and deflated. 


- Stuff 
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Ivan the Terrible statue goes missing after one hour 

By News from Elsewhere... 

...as found by BBC Monitoring 

30 April 2017 



A statue of Ivan the Terrible has disappeared from a Russian city within an hour of it 
being installed on its pedestal. 

The statue to the tsar was lowered onto its plinth by the banks of the river in Alexandrov for an 
inauguration ceremony initially scheduled for Saturday (29 April). However, Komsomolskaya 
Pravda reports that when sculptor Vasili Selivanov returned from his lunch break, the statue 
was nowhere to be seen. 

"We decided to mount the tsar on the pedestal so that everything would be okay during the 
ceremony, then we went for lunch. When we got back, the statue was gone!" he told the paper. 

Photos published by the Gazeta Novy Gorod Alexandrov news website show before-and- 
after pictures of Ivan on his plinth, and the empty pedestal on a sandy riverbank. 


http://www. bbc. com /news/bl ogs- news-from - el sew here-39762880 


1/4 













4/30/2017 


Ivan the Terrible statue goes missing after one hour - BBC News 

Local authorities later owned up to the "theft", saying that the statue had been installed too 
early and without the correct documentation, the Moscow Times reports. With the area around 
the statue nowhere near ready, the unveiling has been put back to the end of June, local official 
Elena Shulga said. In the meantime, Ivan the Terrible is under "heavy guard" at a local 
government depot, Komsomolskaya Pravda reveals. 

Ivan IV - known as Ivan the Terrible or Ivan the Formidable - lived in Alexandrov for several 
months in the 16th Century, and despite his fearsome reputation, he played a key role in 
forming the Russian state. However, he remains a controversial figure among Russians. In 
October last year, an artist responded to the installation of a statue to Ivan in the city of Orel 
with a bloodied stake to remind people that "it's not so long ago that people were killed just for 
sport". 



Next story: Tajik leader's 'full title' rule comes into force 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 


Related Topics 


Russia 


Latest Posts 

Ivan the Terrible statue goes missing after one hour 

Local authority confiscates monument after it is installed "too soon". 
30 April 2017 

Tajik leader's 'full title' rule comes into force 
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Ivory diver of the Bering Sea finds peace, ancient tusks in his 

underwater workplace adn.com 


• © 2017 Alaska Dispatch News 

It’s his getaway and his job, a wondrous undersea world that strengthens his spirit and tests 
his aging body. 

Third in a series about life on St. Lawrence Island. 

SAVOONGA — Fish and seals, whales and walruses all flourish in the Bering Sea. But for people it 
is cold, unforgiving and uninviting, a body of water from which few emerge alive. 

Joe Akeya can't wait to go in. 

More than 20 years ago, the Savoonga local became an ivory diver of the Bering Sea. He's 51 now 
with no intention of stopping. All summer he glides underwater looking for old ivory, bones and 
whatever else of interest or possible value. 

"Oh boy," Akeya says about many things. About diving, he adds: "It is hard work, physical hard 
work." 


Joe Akeya went for an evening swim off the 
coast of his home village of Savoonga as a 
demonstration in April. During the summer, 
with the help of three crew members, an 
aluminum skiff and an air hose breathing 
system, Joe Akeya dives in the Bering Sea for 
old walrus ivory off the eastern end of St. 
Lawrence Island on April 21,2017. (Marc 
Lester / Alaska Dispatch News) 

It's his getaway and his job, a wondrous 
undersea world that strengthens his spirit and 
tests his aging body. 

"I love going into the water. It's where nobody can bother you," Akeya said. "It's my church. I pray to 
God under there." 

The peace of it lures him. 

"And then you find things. You find old fossilized thousand-year-old ivories." 

He learned by watching others but never had formal dive training. 

"I've done truck driving. I've done welding. I've done diving," Akeya said. He's not certified but 
doesn't have to be. He wears a dry suit and uses a hookah air system, not a scuba tank. 

In April, with big ice chunks still washing up along the Savoonga shore, he was so excited about the 
prospect of the new diving season that he pulled on his dry suit to demonstrate. 



https://www.adn.com/features/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2017/05/29/ivory-diver-of-the-bering-sea-finds-peace-ancient-tusks-in-his-underwater-workplace/7utnn... 1/6 
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"Piece of cake," he said. He passed up one rough section of shore then eased his way into the 
water between ice floes. 

"Woo hoo!" he hollered. He rode one floe to shore. 


Joe Akeya, excited for the upcoming diving 
season, put on his dry suit and went for a 
swim in the Bering Sea as a demonstration in 
Savoonga on April 21,2017. He dives for 
ivory elsewhere. (Marc Lester / Alaska 
Dispatch News) 

He normally dives from a boat on the far 
eastern side of St. Lawrence Island off tiny 
islets called the Punuk or Poongook islands, 
where his family has a cabin. He lives there 
much of the summer. He is glad it has no 
phone or internet. 

Three crew members support him. An older brother drives the aluminum skiff; nephews and others 
rotate in and out as they can. An air compressor sits on the boat. From it a 100-foot floating air hose 
runs to his regulator mouthpiece, so he can breathe underwater for hours. His longest spell? Five 
hours without surfacing. 

"In these waters, oh boy," Akeya said. 

He's always been high energy and athletic, though an old neck injury still bothers him. He used to 
run around what he called a lonely mountain just south of Savoonga in the Kookooligit range. 

"I miss those days. A lot of running did me good when I was growing up," he said. He grew up in 
Savoonga and spent more than 20 years in the Alaska National Guard. He keeps a book about 
walrus skin boats that includes a photo of his father's handmade plywood speedboat on the beach 
in Gambell back in 1973. 

These days on the cliffs of Savoonga, he climbs freestyle to collect the eggs of murres, large black- 
and-white seabirds. When he brought some visitors by late one recent night, his wife, Rachel, was 
watching a video of his extreme egg collecting. 

They live with their two sons in a small one-bedroom house he built, not far from the sea. Pictures 
and awards of children and grandchildren cover the walls. 

The Arctic entryway is packed with his gear and finds. Old whale bones. A potato-sized mammoth 
tooth. Old boat props. A polar bear's shoulder blade. A flat bone used long ago in a contraption for 
killing foxes. 

He hunts when he can, goes whaling too. He attached a long wooden handle to a commercial knife 
to carve whale meat. 

"Given a chance, I would butcher a whole whale by myself." 



https://www.adn.com/features/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2017/05/29/ivory-diver-of-the-bering-sea-finds-peace-ancient-tusks-in-his-underwater-workplace/7utnn... 2/6 







5/30/2017 


Ivory diver of the Bering Sea finds peace, ancient tusks in his underwater workplace - Alaska Dispatch News 


In the water, he wears fins, goggles and a weighted belt, then slightly inflates his dry suit so that he 
moves easily. Sometimes he feels like he is flying underwater. He's gone as deep as 60 feet. 

He makes anchors from old nets and rocks to keep the boat in place. 

One time he was diving and the crew member monitoring his line gave three sharp tugs. 

Get up fast. 

Akeya surfaced and gripped the boat. 

"I'm looking down and there goes a gray whale. Whoa! Right under me." 

In Joe Akeya’s home his displays a photo of 
Punuk Island, a small island off the eastern 
end of St. Lawrence Island, where he goes to 
dive. (Marc Lester / Alaska Dispatch News) 

Curious sea lions have checked him out, too. 
He sees crabs and little striped fish that he 
calls Nemos, like the Disney character. He 
figures the animals know he's around. His 
work is noisy, from the gurgle of air bubbles, 
the moving of rocks and bones. 

He sells to local carvers who turn it into 
Nome and beyond. This ivory, unlike fresh 
ivory from harvested walruses, can be sold to non-Natives as well as Natives and usually goes for 
more money. It all depends on the size, condition and special attributes of each piece. Ancient ivory 
sells for $100 and up a pound. 

He only collects the old ivory, with various hues, black and blue, red and golden, old bones too, and 
puts then in a diving sack supported with a surface float. 

His most productive experience? "Four gunnysacks in 10 days, hard work." Each sack held maybe 
100 pounds of ivory, tusks of all sizes. 

He doesn't like to talk about what he makes. He said it's always split among the four in the boat, 
including his brother, nephews and any other crew. He and his brother pay for the grubs and gas. 
Sometimes, he said, they lose money. 

"You got to buy stove oil for the winter, buy gasoline, snowmachine parts! Expensive. It's hard work. 
Paying off bills. Boy!" Akeya said. "You don't get rich. Whatever you work hard for is gone, for your 
needs, your kids' needs, your grandkids' needs, your wife. The husband stays broke." 

After years of diving around this old walrus haulout on the east side of St. Lawrence Island, it's 
getting harder and harder to find ancient ivory, he said. 

"It's a challenge not knowing if you are going to come home alive sometimes," he said. "A little bit of 
fossilized ivory, oh boy." 
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Joe Akeya spends an afternoon at home in 
Savoonga with his wife, Rachel, on April 23, 
2017. (Marc Lester / Alaska Dispatch News) 

Sometimes he donates his time and dives as 
part of a search and rescue effort looking for 
the missing, trying to bring peace to families. 
He's found belongings, a phone, a man's 
pants. Last year he dove in a search for a 
snowmachiner who disappeared off the edge 
of the ice on a trip from Elim to Koyuk. He 
didn't find the man but saw in the water what 
looked like an intact mammoth tusk. He 
remembered his brother's guidance about how to proceed during searches for the lost. He left the 
tusk there. 

"We're not looking for that kind," he said. 

He said he's been asked to dive for gold but wouldn't do that. "Gold kills," he said. 

On a Sunday afternoon in April, Rachel was cooking pancakes. Akeya was drinking coffee. He 
stopped smoking after a bleeding ulcer nearly killed him while he was at the diving cabin. Later he 
was going to fry muktuk. He likes it dipped in soy sauce. 

He shared the day's Bible reading from the book of Psalms. 

He dives, he said, from the heart, to support his family and find treasures, thanking God each time. 
It's a good, quiet life under the sea. 

"It doesn't matter if I find nothing," he said. "It's the same. Same same same. ... I just happen to 
love diving." 

Alaska Dispatch News reporter Lisa Demer and visual journalist Marc Lester recently spent a week 
on St. Lawrence Island. This is the third in a series of articles about life in Savoonga and Gambell. 
Next: What subsistence looks like at the Apassingok family dinner table. 

COMMENTS(15) 

Frieda R. Costley 

22 hours ago 

Inspiring and so interesting. 

John Tetpon 
12 hours ago 

This is the stuff of great journalism. Somehow I knew there were stories like this, and there are 
many more. Thank you Lisa Demer for your great work. 

Elizabeth Henry 
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1 day ago 

That is the coolest story!!!!! I had no idea there was such a thing. Alaskan treasure hunter. Thank 
you Lisa Deemer for writing and Mr. Akeya for sharing. 

Dickie Moto 

22 hours ago 

Was good to meet David a hard working man .. keep it up 
Homer Pete Wells 
1 day ago 

The stuff legends are made of. 

Gary Beck 
59 minutes ago 

I loved your story about Joe Akeya and his work. I lived in Savoonga for three years in the early 
80's, when Joe was a lot younger. I wish him and his family the best. 

Ruth Lawler 

5 hours ago 

I just finished reading comments galore on the Homer resolution controversy. They left me uneasy 
about the way politics turns people into self righteous judges of each other's opinions. Nobody is all 
bad, nothing is all good, and none of us knows the end results of current liberal or conservative 
leaders acts or policies. Only God knows. He has made us each an individual, each with his own 
point of view and each worthy of respect. Lisa Demers article on Joe Akeya, fisherman, was the 
perfect antidote. 

Fred Kremer 

9 hours ago 

Way good. Before the nanny state people risked, learned and lived. Great story Lisa. 

Michael Albertson 
24 hours ago 

Nice to see you are still at it Joe. Twice as energetic and only half as ugly. Me, not you. 

Say hello to all from Cynthia, Elliott and I. 

Irish-Eskimo 
1 day ago 


https://www.adn.com/features/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2017/05/29/ivory-diver-of-the-bering-sea-finds-peace-ancient-tusks-in-his-underwater-workplace/7utnn... 5/6 





5/30/2017 


Ivory diver of the Bering Sea finds peace, ancient tusks in his underwater workplace - Alaska Dispatch News 


52 going on 35. Very cool. Hoping all goes well. 
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Who Was The Notorious Jack Ketch And What Was In His Kitchen? 

- CrimeFeed crimefeed.com 



May 31, 2017 by Crime Feed Staff 

On May 31, 1718, an executioner in England got a 
taste of his own medicine when he was hanged at the 
gallows for his crimes. John Price was born in 1667 
and was appointed executioner in 1714. As was 
customary at the time, Price went by the 
nickname “Jack Ketch" during his time in office. 



The execution of the Duke of Monmouth [public domain] 


The first executioner with the name Jack Ketch took 
the job in 1663 and was London’s top dispatcher for 
23 years. The first Jack Ketch was known for 

horrendously botching executions 
and causing the condemned men 
— including Lord William Russell 
and James Scott, 1st Duke of 
Monmouth — to suffer several 
strokes of the sword before being 
beheaded. In the case of the Duke 
of Monmouth, after delivering five 
strokes with the sword, Ketch 
eventually resorted to cutting his 
head off with a knife. His career was 
marked by so much death and 
brutality that he became a bit of a 
bogeyman at the time, and after his 
death in 1686, and for about the 


next 200 years, his name became slang for anyone working as an executioner. 
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The execution of the Duke of 
Monmouth [public domain] 


Part of this fame and longevity was assured by the fact that the hangman 
character in the Italian play Pulcinella (or Punchinello), and later the popular 
British puppet shows Punch & Judy was named Jack Ketch. Additionally, 
there are Jack Ketch characters in fiction, such as Charles Dickens’ Oliver 
Twist and Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book. 

The phrase “Jack Ketch’s Kitchen” was used in the 18th and 19th centuries 
to describe the room in Newgate prison in which the executioner would “boil 
the quarters of those executed and dismembered for high treason. ” A visitor 
to the “kitchen” once described what he witnessed there: “heads that were 
brought to be boiled, carried in dirty wicker baskets, and the hangmen 
gloating and jeering and laughing at them.” Heads and other body parts 
would be boiled in camphor or pitch to partially preserve them so they could 
be displayed as cautionary tales on London Bridge or other landmarks. 


In the United Kingdom, “Jack Ketch” continues to be used as a proverbial name for death, Satan, 
and an executioner. And the knot on a hangman’s noose is still referred to as “Jack Ketch’s 
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Necklace”or “Jack Ketch’s Knot.” 

Unlike his predecessor, John “Jack Ketch” Price stayed relatively low-key and his career was not 
nearly as eventful. He did, apparently, carry a sadistic streak into his personal life when he 
attempted to rape a woman named Elizabeth White. White died only four days later from the horrific 
injuries Price inflicted on her body, but was able to describe the man who attacked her. 

For his crime, Price himself was condemned to the gallows in 1718, ironically becoming a hangman 
sentenced to be hung. After he was put to death, his corpse was reportedly hung up in an iron cage 
in the London district of Holloway, to rot for all to see. 

ExecutedToday. com 

Slang and Its Analogues Past And Present 

Grave Matters 

Dirty Sexy History 

London Historians’ Blog 

Oxford Reference, com 

Main image: Jack Ketch (John Price), by unknown artist [Wikimedia Commons] 

More from Investigation Discovery 
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Freedom is a Two-edged Sword 

Jack Parsons (Frater Belarion) 


Author's preface: 


Since I first wrote this essay in 1946, some of the more ominous predictions have been 
fulfilled. Public employees have been subjected to the indignity of "loyalty" oaths and the 
ignominy of loyalty purges. Members of the United States Senate, moving under the 
cloak of immunity and the excuse of emergency, have made a joke of justice and a 
mockery of privacy. Constitutional immunity and legal procedure have been consistently 
violated and that which once would have been an outrage in America is today refused 
even a review by the Supreme Court. 


The golden voice of social security, of socialized "this" and socialized "that", with its 
attendant confiscatory taxation and intrusion on individual liberty, is everywhere raised 
and everywhere heeded. England has crept under the aegis of a regime synonymous with 
total regimentation. Austria, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia have fallen victims 
to communism while the United States makes deals with the corrupt dictatorships of 
Argentina and Spain. 

As I write, the United States Senate is pursuing a burlesque investigation into the sphere 
of private sexual morals, which will accomplish nothing except to bring pain and sorrow 
to many innocent persons. 

The inertia and acquiescence which allows the suspension of our liberties would once 
have been unthinkable. The present ignorance and indifference is appalling. The little 
that is worthwhile in our civilization and culture is made possible by the few who are 
capable of creative thinking and independent action, grudgingly assisted by the rest. 
When the majority of men surrender their freedom, barbarism is near but when the 
creative minority surrender it, the Dark Age has arrived. Even the word liberalism has 
now become a front for a new social form of Christian morality. Science, that was going 
to save the world back in H.G. Wells' time, is regimented, strait-jacketed and scared; its 
universal language is diminished to one word, security. 

In this 1950 view some of my more hopeful utterances may appear almost naive. 
However, I was never so naive as to believe that freedom in any full sense of the word is 
possible for more than a few. But I have believed and do still hold that these few, by self- 
sacrifice, wisdom, courage and continuous effort, can achieve and maintain a free world. 
The labor is heroic but it can be done by example and by education. Such was the faith 
that built America, a faith that America has surrendered. I call upon America to renew 
this faith before she perishes. 


We are one nation but we are also one world. The soul of the slums looks out of the eyes 
of Wall Street and the fate of a Chinese coolie determines the destiny of America. We 
cannot suppress our brother's liberty without suppressing our own and we cannot murder 
our brothers without murdering ourselves. We stand together as men for human freedom 
and human dignity or we will fall together, as animals, back into the jungle. 


In this very late hour it is with solutions that we must be primarily concerned. We seem 
to be living in a nation that simply does not know what we are told we have and that we 
tell each other we have. Indeed, it is far more than that. It is to the definition of 
freedom, to its understanding, in order that it may be attained and defended, that this 



essay is devoted. I need not add that freedom is dangerous — but it is hardly possible 
that we are all cowards. 

Chapter 1 

For numberless centuries society accepted the proposition that certain men were created 
to be slaves. Their natural function was to serve priests, kings and nobles, men of 
substance and property who were appointed slave-masters by almighty God. This system 
was reinforced by the established doctrine that all men and women were owned 'in mind' 
by the church and 'in body' by the state. This convenient situation was supported by the 
authority of social morality, religion and even philosophy. 

Against this doctrine, some two hundred years ago, rose the most astonishing heresy the 
world has yet seen; the principle of liberalism. In essence this principle stated that all 
men are created equal and endowed with inalienable rights which belong to every man as 
his birthright. This idea appealed to certain intractable spirits — heretics, atheists and 
revolutionaries — and has since made some headway in spite of the opposition of the 
majority of organized society. As a slogan, however, it has become so popular that it is 
rendered unwilling lip-service by all the major states and yet it is still so distasteful to 
persons in authority that it is nowhere embodied as a fundamental law and is continually 
violated in letter and in spirit by every trick of bigotry and reaction. Further, absolutist 
and totalitarian groups of the most vicious nature use liberalism as a cloak under which 
they move to re-establish tyrannies and to extinguish the liberty of all who oppose them. 

Thus religious groups seek to abrogate freedom of art, speech and the press; 
reactionaries move to suppress labor, communists to establish dictatorships — and all in 
the name of 'freedom'. Because of the peculiar definitions of freedom used by some of 
these camouflaged tyrants, it seems necessary to redefine Freedom in the terms 
understood by Voltaire, Paine, Washington, Jefferson and Emerson. 

Freedom is a two-edged sword of which one edge is liberty and the other, responsibility. 
Both edges are exceedingly sharp and the weapon is not suited to casual, cowardly or 
treacherous hands. 


Since all tyrannies are based on dogma and since all dogmas are based on lies, it 
behooves us to look beyond them for truth and freedom will both be far away. And yet 
the Truth is that we know nothing... 


...Objectively, we know nothing at all. Any system of intellectual thought, whether it be 
science, logic, religion or philosophy, is based on certain fundamental ideas or axioms 
which are assumed but which cannot be proven. This is the grave of all positivism. We 
assume but we do not know that there is a real and objective world outside our own 
mind. Ultimately we do not know what we are or what the world is. Further, if there is a 
real world apart from ourselves we cannot know what it really is; all we know is what we 
perceive it to be. All that we perceive is conveyed by our senses and interpreted by our 
brain. However fine, exact or delicate our scientific instruments may be, their data is still 
filtered through our senses and interpreted by our brain. However useful, spectacular or 
necessary our ideas and experiments may be, they still have little to do with absolute 
truth. Such a thing can only exist for the individual according to his whim or his inner 
perception of his own truth-in-being. 


The witches and devils of the middle ages were real by our own standards; reputable and 
responsible persons believed in them. They were seen, their effects observed and they 



accounted for a large body of otherwise inexplicable phenomenon. Their existence was 
accepted without question by the majority of men, great and humble. From this majority 
there was not and still is not any appeal. Yet we do not believe in these things today. We 
believe in other things similarly explaining the same phenomenon. Tomorrow we will 
believe in still other things We believe but we do not know. 


All of our deductions, for example the theory of gravitation, are based on observed 
statistics, on tendencies observed to occur in a certain way. Even if our observations are 
correct, we still do not know why these things happen. Our theories are only 
assumptions, however reasonable they may seem. 

There is a type of truth that is based on experience: we know that we feel hot or hungry 
or in love. These feelings cannot be conveyed to anyone who has not experienced them. 
We can describe them in terms of similar feelings experienced by someone else, 
analyzing their cause-and-effect according to mutually acceptable theories but that 
someone else will never really know what your feeling is like. 

The above may be negative considerations but within their limits we can deduce positive 
principles: 

1. Whatever the universe is, we are either all or part of it by virtue of our consciousness 
but we do not know which. 

2. No philosophy, scientific theory, religion or system of thought can be absolute and 
infallible. They are relative only. One man's opinion is just as good as another's. 

3. There is no absolute justification for emphasizing one individual theory or way of life 
over another. 

4. Every man has the right to his own opinion and his own way of life. There is no system 
of human thought which can successfully refute this thesis. 

So much for positivism but other problems still remain. There is necessity, expediency 
and convenience. If these are illusions they are very popular and it is usual to consider 
them. We might say that politics is concerned with necessity and expediency whereas 
science is concerned with convenience. This is not intended to discredit science and 
reason in their proper spheres. Reason is one of our greatest gifts, the power that 
differentiates us from the animals, and science is our greatest tool, our best hope for 
building a genuine civilization. (It is curious that this modern truism appears, in this 
system of reasoning, as a concession.) 

In spite of its inestimable value, science is a tool and has nothing to do with ultimate 
truth. Herein is the danger of science. As a tool it is so valuable, so useful and so 
irresistible that we incline to regard it as the arbiter of the absolute, giving final and 
irrefutable pronouncement on all things. This is exactly the position that the pedant, the 
dogmatist and the dialectical materialist would have us take. Then, posing as a "scientist" 
or propounding "Scientific" doctrines, he can persuade us to accept his values and obey 
his orders. Today's science must forever be free to overthrow its yesterdays, otherwise it 
will degenerate into ancestor worship. 



It is necessary that we defend freedom unless we all wish to be slaves. It is expedient 
that we achieve brotherhood unless we desire destruction and it is convenient that we 
grant others the right to their own opinions and life-styles in order to maintain our own. 


The intelligent individual will not base his conduct on an arbitrary or absolute concept of 
right and wrong. It may be argued that all motives and all actions are selfish since they 
are intended to satisfy some requirement of the ego. Perhaps this is true of self-sacrifice, 
abnegation and the highest altruism. We engage in them in order to satisfy ourselves by 
attaining some object however intangible it may be. 

The ego can be very broad. A man may include the whole world as a part of his ego and 
thus set out to redeem or save it for no other reason than the pleasure of personal 
accomplishment. Such a man, far from being unselfish, is extremely egotistical. The 
artist devoted to the production of pure beauty is so dedicated because of his need and 
his nature; at least such egotism is not petty. Motives of family-love and patriotism are 
rooted in bigotry. This does not necessarily detract from such actions and motives. 
Everything in nature is beautiful and it is no less beautiful because it is understood. 
However, the unenlightened man will assign arbitrary values to all things in order to 
protect and justify his own position. His morals are based on things he wishes were true 
or which someone else wishes were true. His philosophy pays no attention to relative 
facts or realities and yet in his life he must deal with them. He is consequently involved 
in a constant round of pretenses and evasions. 

The enlightened liberal needs no such justification. He will realize and accept his inherent 
selfishness and the inherent selfishness of all men. He will understand living as a 
technique, the technique of getting what he wants on the terms he wants. 


Such is the case with freedom. If we abrogate another's freedom to gain our own ends, 
our own freedom is thereby jeopardized. That is the cost. If we wish to assure our own 
freedom, we must assure all mens' freedom. That is the technique. 


If a liberal were to develop two personalities and one of these personalities were to 
establish a benevolent dictatorship while the other continued his liberal activities it would 
only be a matter of time before he killed himself. The restriction of others freedom is 
ultimately self-enslavement and suicide. The dictator is the most abject of all slaves. 

These simple considerations are the logical basis of the philosophy of liberalism. From 
such considerations and from many more the fundamental principles of liberalism arose 
as a code of rights, basic in nature and clear beyond misconception. This code must be 
the Law beyond the law, an ultimate expression of the dignity and inviolability of the 
individual. It must be above compromise by courts and lawyers, beyond the whim of the 
populace and the treachery of demagogues. It must be the epitome of man's aspertion 
toward liberty and self-determination, a canon so sacred that its violation by a state, a 
group or an individual is treason and sacrilege. The Bill of Rights in the American 
Constitution was a step in the right direction and its study will indicate further 
development. In a world so threatened by positivism and paternalism this doctrine is 
limited in both scope and application. It permits such violations of liberty as the late 
National Prohibition Act, the Draft Law, the closed shop, the Mann Act, censorship laws, 
anti-firearms laws and racial discrimination. 


It has been said, with justification, that the Constitution means what the Supreme Court 
says it means. A document so fundamental as a Bill of Rights cannot be jeopardized by 
arbitrary interpretations. It should need no interpretations. It must apply equally to the 
national state, the federated states, counties, municipalities, official agencies and the 



private citizen within their province. It must apply in such a way that the individual or 
minority needs no recourse to elaborate, lengthy and costly proceedings in order to 
protect these rights. It is the duty of the state to provide this recourse to all alike. 


Freedom cannot be subject to arbitrary interpretation and misinterpretation. It must 
plainly include freedom from persecution on moral, political, economic, racial, social or 
religious grounds. No man, no group and no nation has the right to any man's individual 
freedom. No matter how pure the motive, how great the emergency, how high the 
principle, such action is tyranny and is never justified. 

The question is, are we able to face the consequences of democracy? It is not sufficient 
that freedom be assured by purely negative means. Freedom is meaningless where its 
expression is controlled by powerful groups such as the press, the radio, the motion 
picture industry, churches, politicians and capitalists. Freedom must be insured. 


It can only be insured by the allegiance to the principle that man has certain inalienable 
rights; among which are the rights: 

• To live his private life, insofar as it concerns only himself, as he sees fit. 

• To eat and drink, to dress, live and travel as, where and he will. 

• To express himself; to speak, write, print, experiment and otherwise create as 
he desires. 

• To work as he chooses, when he chooses and where he chooses at a 
reasonable and commensurate wage. 

• To purchase his food, shelter, deical and social needs and all other services and 
commodities necessary to his existence and self expression at a reasonable and 
commensurate price. 

• To have a decent environment and upbringing during his childhood until he 
reaches a responsible majority. 

• To love as he desires, where, how and with whom he chooses, in accordance 
only with the desires of himself and of his partner. 

• To the positive opportunity to enjoy these rights as he sees fit, without 
obstruction on the one hand or compulsion on the other. 

• Finally, in order to protect his person, his property and his rights, he should 
have the right to kill an aggressor if necessary. This is the purpose of the right 
to keep and bear arms. 


These rights must be counterbalanced by certain responsibilities. The liberal accepting 
them must guarantee these rights to all others at all times, regardless of his personal 
feelings or interests. He must work to establish and protect them, live in a manner 
commensurate with them and be prepared to defend them with his life. He must refuse 
allegiance to any state or organization which denies these rights and he should aid and 
encourage all who, without qualification or equivocation, endorse them. He must refuse 
to compromise these principles on any issue or for any reason. Nothing short of such a 
commitment will assure the survival of liberty, or democracy of society itself. Liberalism 
is not only a code for individuals and their state, it is the only possible basis for a future 
international civilization. However, these principles will be only rhetoric unless they are 
revered and protected by those to whom they apply. They must be interpreted and 
applied with understanding and sympathy, with humor and tolerance. Pretentiousness, 
sentimentality or hysterics are not needed in their application or their defense. 
Insufferable demagogues of "high principle" are sufficiently numerous as it is. 


It must also be understood that we cannot force man's rights upon him. Man has a right 
to be a slave if he so desires. If he does not assert and defend his rights he deserves 



slavery. The person who is tyrannized by his family, his peers, by public opinion or slave 
morality, providing he is free to leave their influence or to challenge it, is worthy of his 
condition. His protestations are those of the hypocrite. 


Freedom, like charity, begins at home. No man is worthy to fight in the cause of freedom 
unless he has conquered his internal drives. He must learn to control and discipline the 
disastrous passions that would lead him to folly and ruin. He must conquer inordinate 
vanity and anger, self deception, fear and inhibition. These are the crude ores of his 
being. 

He must smelt these ores in the fire of life; forge his own sword, temper it and sharpen it 
against the hard abrasive of experience. Only then is he fit to bear arms in the larger 
battle. There is no substitute for courage and the victory is to the high hearted. He will 
have nothing to do with asceticism or the excesses of weakness. Self expression will be 
his watchword, a self expression tempered keen and strong. First he must know how to 
rule himself. Only then can he cope with the economic pressures which are employed by 
institutions and corporations or the political pressures employed by demagogues. 


He may then find himself in a difficult predicament. If he calls himself a liberal, he 
discovers that he is supposedly committed to a policy of accommodation with the Russian 
Government. If he opposes a pro-Soviet policy he is welcome to the camp of the Catholic 
Church and the Manufacturer's Association. If he eschews both camps, he is condemned 
for lack of principle. If he should support the rights of the workingman or minority and 
racial groups, he is a Red. If at the same time he believes in Constitutional Government 
and individual rights, he is also a Fascist. 

Many liberals are familiar with this situation but few seem to have deduced the 
conclusion. The difficulty lies in the confusion of the rights of the individual in relation to 
the responsibilities of the state. It is a sad comment on our mentality that the social 
reformer subscribes to total regimentation while the alleged individualist propagandizes 
for total irresponsibility. The rights of the individual can be clearly defined. His 
responsibilities vis-a-vis the responsibilities of the state can be clearly defined. The 
individual's rights end where the next man's begin. It is the function of the state to 
ensure equal rights to all. But, in the absence of a social devotion to the true principles of 
liberalism, positivists have usurped its name and even its phrases in order to 
propagandize for their various totalitarianisms. This process has been aided by that 
faction of pseudo-liberalism which believes that all opinion contrary to its own must be 
suppressed. 

As I write, allegedly liberal groups are agitating for the denial of public forums to those 
they call fascist. Americanism societies are striving for the suppression of communist or 
"red" literature and speech. Religious groups, backed by a publicity conscious press, are 
constantly campaigning for the prohibition of art and literature which, as if by divine 
prerogative, they term "indecent", immoral or dangerous. 

It would seem that all these organizations are devoted to one common purpose, the 
suppression of freedom. Their sincerity is no excuse. History is a bloody testament that 
sincerity can achieve atrocities which cynicism could hardly conceive of. Each of these 
groups is engaged in a frantic struggle to sell out, betray or destroy the freedom which 
was their birthright and which alone assured their present existence. 

Freedom is a two-edged sword. He who believes that the absolute rightness of his belief 
is an authority to suppress the rights and opinions of his fellows cannot be a liberal. 
Liberalism cannot exist where it violates its own principles. It cannot exist where the 



emergency monger or the utopia salesman can obtain a suspension of rights, whether 
temporary or permanent. Liberty cannot be suppressed in order to defend liberalism. 

If we are to achieve a democracy, the rights of individuals and the responsibilities of 
states must be openly defined and ardently defended. It is inconceivable that men who 
fought and died in a war against totalitarianism did not know what they fought for. It 
seems a fantastic joke that the institutions they believed in and defended have turned, 
like a nightmare, into home-grown tyrannies. A generation went down in blood and 
agony to make the world "safe" but the evil that makes the world "unsafe" still goes 
undefeated, plotting new sacrifices of misery and blood. The guilt lies not entirely with 
the warmongers, plutocrats and demagogues. If a people permit exploitation and 
regimentation in any name, they deserve their slavery. A tyrant does not make his 
tyranny. It is made possible by his people and not otherwise. 


Much of our modern thought is characterized by pretenses and evasions, by appeals to 
ultimate authorities which are non- liberal, superstitious and reactionary. Often we are 
not aware of these thought processes. We accept ideas, authorities, catch- phrases and 
conditions without troubling to think or investigate and yet these things may conceal 
terrible traps. We accept them as right because they have a surface-level agreement with 
the things in which we believe. We welcome the man who is for liberalism, against 
communism, without troubling to inquire what else he is for or against. In our blindness 
we leave ourselves open to exploitation, regimentation and war. 


Tumultuous developments in science and society demand a new clarity of thought, a 
reexamination and a restatement of principles. It is not sufficient that a principle is 
sacred because it is time-worn. It must be examined, tried and tested in the crucible of 
our present needs. 

In our law, in our social and international relations, we are guilty of a myriad of 
barbarisms and superstitions. These injustices continue and proliferate because we have 
become used to them. We have lost our freedom through tolerance and inertia. 

The principle we have developed herein is simple: the liberty of the individual is the 
foundation of civilization. No true civilization is possible without this liberty and no state, 
national or international, is stable in its absence. The proper relation between individual 
liberty on the one hand and social responsibility on the other is the balance which will 
assure a stable society. The only other road to social equilibrium demands the total 
annihilation of individuality. There is not further evasion of nature's immemorial 
ultimatum: change or perish but the choice of change is ours. 

Chapter Two 

Of all the strange and terrible powers among which we move unknowingly, sex is the 
most potent. Conceived in the orgasm of birth, we burst forth in agony and ecstasy from 
the Center of Creation. Time and again we return to that fountain, lose ourselves in the 
fires of being, unite for a moment with the eternal force and return renewed and 
refreshed as from a miraculous sacrament. Then, at the last, our life closes in the orgasm 
of death. 


Sex, typified as love, is at the heart of every mystery, at the center of every secret. It is 
this splendid and subtle serpent that wines about the cross and coils in the bloom of the 
mystic rose. 



The sexual perversion of Christianity becomes obvious when it is realized that "The Holy 
Ghost" (The Sophia) is feminine. The very Tetragrammaton, Yod He Vau He, means: 
Father-Mother-Son- Daughter and asserts the splendor of the biological order. How could 
life proceed from a strictly masculine creation? What miracle could possibly be superior to 
the miracle of copulation, conception and gestation? In the corrupt and demonic Jehova, 
the priesthood blasphemed nature in order to perpetuate a tyrannical and superstitious 
patriarchy. Woman was insulted and affronted with the calumny of immaculate 
conception — then, by this mystery mongering, a premium was placed on moral and 
spiritual sterility. This sublimation of the sex-urge has been the basis of the power of the 
church and is the source of much of the psychosis rampant in the modern world. 

It has been asserted that the church has been a champion of progress and freedom; 
nothing could be more fallacious. Organized Christianity has been inevitably allied with 
tyranny, reaction and persecution. No organized dogma can contribute to progress 
except by occasional accident. The church's main contribution has been to unintentionally 
foment revolt against its bigotry. It could hardly be otherwise with an organization 
founded on a double fallacy: the sin of sex and the infallibility of man. No religion can 
hope to benefit humanity while it preaches love and reviles the root of love. Anyone 
hoping to understand and cope with human relations must understand both the 
importance and over-emphasis of sex in society. 

Sexual concepts and symbolism underlie all the world's religions. As I mentioned above, 
sublimated sex has been the source of power for the Christian church. Sex and sex 
neurosis are fundamental factors in the attitude of modern men. These three facts give 
sex a place of prime importance in our liberal examination of society. 


Our sex attitudes are largely characterized by pretense. The majority of people under 
fifty today have, at one time or another, engaged in what is termed illicit intercourse — 
and yet we pretend, publicly, that we have not done so. Some of us go so far as to state 
that we don't do it, never would do it and disapprove of the criminal types who do. 
Policemen arrest and judges convict persons discovered in a pursuit which they 
themselves indulge in. The enjoyment of a natural urge is defined as a crime. Young 
persons thus enjoying the urge in the wonder of the beginning are burdened with a sense 
of guilt and shame. They are classed with common criminals — why? 

The shameful answer is that back in the Middle Ages, under conditions of squalor, 
ignorance, superstition and oppression, the sex taboo became a prime instrument of 
power in the arsenal of a band of brigands known as the Christian church. This is the 
reason that young people in love are classified as criminals. Venereal disease thrives and 
abortionists prosper as an inevitable result. The superstition which fostered this shameful 
condition is no longer absolutely dominant but the institution that promoted the belief 
that the human body was obscene, that love was indecent and that woman was forever 
made foul by original sin remains to mold our thoughts and shape our laws. It is most 
significant that the spiritual and physical inheritors of that church, both catholic and 
protestant, vigorously and effectively oppose birth control, venereal disease education, 
divorce law reform; i.e., anything which would limit the power of their weapon. 


If the Christians enforced these taboos only among their believers they would be within 
their rights. Man has the right to any personal stupidity however monstrous it may seem 
but this is not their principal concern. They seek to impose this nonsense on everybody, 
by every method of legislative, moral and economic intimidation at their command. The 
success of their efforts can be judged by the reflection of such attitudes in the press, the 
radio, the motion picture industry and our legal statutes. True to fascist form, the censor 
utilizes his moral victory to impose political and social censorship in all fields. Bigots and 
demagogues invoke the divine right of religion and of morality in order to gain 



extraordinary power. Freedom of religion and of he press should not afford a justification 
for giant propaganda campaigns to suppress freedom! We must not only have freedom of 
religion, we must have freedom from religion. 


The concept that sex in art, literature and life is subject to criminal law is based entirely 
on this superstitious sexual taboo. The censorial power of the church, the state and 
established press is founded solely on this one assumption: that the taboo of a particular 
religion should have universal legal sanction. This sanction, once established, is then 
subtly extended to imply that all the other dogmas of that religion are now the "unwritten 
law" of the land. Such a religion, always respectable and conservative, forms alliances 
with fascist and capitalist cliques, thus gaining a privileged position from which to 
persecute liberalism in all its forms. Superstition, taboo, reaction and fascism augment 
one another most effectively. The fact that one type of totalitarianism persecutes another 
— or appears to do so — is hardly a palliative. 

Modern man must recognize the source and nature of his sexual taboos and discredit 
them in the light of truth. Only thus can he achieve sanity in sex and a healthy outlook 
on life in general. 

In our society early marriages are often prevented by economic considerations, therefore 
pre-marital sexual relations are natural and often desirable. Contraceptive techniques, 
available to any intelligent young person from a druggist or doctor, can minimize the 
problem of venereal disease and unwanted pregnancies. The development of sexual 
technique, the determination of the qualifications of one's partner and the gratification of 
the youthful urge to experiment all assure a far more lasting and stable marriage than 
one begun in ignorance and prudery. In marriage itself the social contract is biding. 
Property acquired by the joint efforts of husband and wife belong to both jointly. Where 
any two persons have pledged their love together, no outsider has the right to interfere. 
Either party is justified in resisting such interference by force if necessary. But neither 
party, whether the relation be in or out of wedlock, has any right or jurisdiction over the 
love, affection or the sexual favors of another for longer than that person desires. 


Where children are concerned a separation presents a serious problem. Broken homes 
are hard on children but a loveless and bitter home is worse. No state can assure a child 
the affection of his parents but it can guarantee his physical welfare and security, thus 
insuring him against many of the frustrations of childhood and adolescence which 
develop into unstable and maladjusted adult behavior. The laws against mutually 
agreeable sex expression must be repealed, together with the laws prohibiting nudism, 
birth control and censorship. We must emphatically deny that love is criminal and that 
the body is indecent. We must affirm the beauty, the dignity, and joyousness and even 
the humor of sex. 


Indeed there are obscene things in the light and in the darkness; things that deserve 
destruction: — The exploitation of women for poor wages, the shameful degradation of 
minorities by the little lice who call themselves members of a 'superior race' and the 
deliberate machinations towards war. Nowhere among these genuine obscenities is there 
a place for the love shared by men and women. There are sins but love is not one of 
them and yet, of all the things that have been called sins, love has been the most 
punished and the most persecuted. Of all the beauties we know, the springtime of love is 
closest to paradise. And as all things pass, so love passes — too soon. This most 
exquisite and tender of human emotions, this little moment of eternity, should be free 
and unrestrained. It should not be bought and sold, chained and restricted until lovers, 
caught in the maelstrom of economics and laws, are hounded like criminals. What end is 
served and who profits by such cruelty? Only priests and lawyers. Let us adhere to a 
strict morality where the rights and happiness of our fellow man is concerned. Let us call 



our true sins by their right names and expiate them accordingly -- but let our lovers go 
free. 


If we are to achieve civilization and sanity, we must institute an educational program in 
love-making, birth control and disease prevention. Above all we must root out the 
barbaric and vicious concepts of shamefulness and indecency in sex, exposing the 
motives and methods of their proponents. 


Happy are the parents who, as a result of sexual experimenting, are well mated, taking 
joy in each other's passion, seeing beauty in their nakedness and not fearing to expose 
their bodies or the bodies of their children. They would never shame their children for 
their natural sexual curiosity. 

Jesus told the "fallen woman", "Go and sin no more" but I, who am a man, say to you 
who have given your body for the need of man's body, who have given your love freely 
for his spirit's sake; "Be blessed in the name of man. And if any god deny you for this, I 
will deny that god." 


The ancients, being simple and without original sin, saw God in the act of love and 
therein they saw a great mystery, a sacrament revealing the bounty and the beauty of 
the force that made men and the stars. Thus they worshipped. Poor ignorant old Pagans! 
How we have progressed. What was most sacred to them, we see as a dirty joke. From 
this sordid joke we have played on ourselves only Woman Herself can redeem us. She 
has been the ignominious butt of the joke, the target of malice and arrogance and the 
scapegoat for masculine inferiority and guilt. She alone can redeem us from our 
crucifixion and castration. Only woman, of and by herself, can strike through the foolish 
frustration of the advertisers' ideal. She must elevate her strong, free and splendid image 
to take her place in the sun as an individual, a companion and mate fit for, and 
demanding no less than, true men. 


Let there be an end to inhibition and an end to pretense. Let us discover what we are and 
be what we are, honestly and unashamedly. The rabbit has speed to recompense his 
fear, the panther strength to assuage his hunger. There is room for both even though the 
rabbit would probably prefer a world of rabbits (dull and overpopulated). All traits are 
useful wrath, fear, lust and even laziness — if they are balanced by strength and 
intelligence. If we lie about things we call our weaknesses and sins, if we say that his is 
"evil" and that is "wrong", denying that such faults could be part of us, they will grow 
crooked in the dark. But when we have them out in the open; admitting them, facing 
them and accepting them, then we will be ashamed to leave any vestige of them secret 
to turn crippled and twisted. Fear can sharpen our wits against adversity. Anger and 
strength can be welded into a sword against tyrants both within and without. Lust can be 
trained to be the strong and subtle servant of love and art. 


It is not necessary to deny anything. It is only necessary to know ourselves. Then we will 
naturally seek that which is needful to our being. Our significance does not lie in the 
extent to which we resemble others or in the extent to which we differ from them. It lies 
within our ability to be ourselves. This may well be the entire object of life; to discover 
ourselves, our meaning. This does not come in a sudden burst of illumination; it is a 
constant process which continues so long as we are truly alive. The process cannot 
continue unobstructed unless we are free to undergo all experience and willing to 
participate in all existence. Then the significant questions are not "is it right" or "is it 
good" but rather "how does it feel" and "what does it mean". Ultimately these are the 
only questions that can approach truth but they cannot be asked in the absence of 
freedom. 



There was a time when these questions were whispered in the shadow of the stake. That 
Christian instrument of conversion is not sanctioned at present but the will and the 
malice remain and will continue until the power of the superstition-mongering tyrants is 
finally broken. Meanwhile religious dogmatism continues to support the sexual jealousies 
of neurotic parents for their children and neurotic marriage partners for their mates. It is 
not because of economic desperation and greed that crime and war wash over the world 
in ever-mounting waves. It is only necessary to look back on the Middle Ages when St. 
Vitus' Dance, epidemic flagellation and the Witchcraft Persecutions, all spawned out of 
Christian guilt and shame, swept the Western World. It was the tone set by these fearful 
events, reinforcing the divine right of reactionary monarchs, that produced the liberal 
revolutions of the 18th century. But the root, the sexual taboo, was unfortunately not 
destroyed. It remained to revitalize the power of religion over the new bourgeoisie. 


The frenetic hatred of Jews and Negroes (symbols of illicit sexual freedom) and the lust 
toward the blood-and-fire baths of warfare are the very aberrations of sexual frustration. 
They are the nightmares of souls in a hell of guilty desire, laboring like madmen over 
their instruments of destruction in order to destroy the world which has denied them 
satisfaction. It is only in the unobstructed exercise of sexual function, by a generation 
trained from youth in contraception and the technique of love, that it will be possible to 
achieve mature social relations. 

In this childish folly of sexual possession each man and each woman hates and fears 
every other man and woman as the potential despoiler or some joke by the ever-present 
specters of jealousy and suspicion. It is possible that the application of two old axioms; 
"that you love one another" and "that you do unto others as you would have others do 
unto you" might go a long way in helping us solve our sexual problems. The application 
of these maxims in sexual relations is easy and pleasant. If firmly established the 
principles might spread to other areas of human intercourse. 


The sexual revolution will not produce any instantaneous paradise nor will it be 
accomplished without tears. The way to racial maturity is long and painful but it is at 
least possible to attain the maturity and richness that comes with full and satisfactory 
sexual expression in private life. It may be that other considerations become more 
important in one's later years but I would hesitate to say at what age to set the mark. It 
does not seem possible to grow old gracefully unless one has known something of a 
graceful youth. 


Chapter Three 


There is no evidence to show that man was created and accoutred to serve as God's vice¬ 
regent upon the earth. There is no reason to believe that he is naturally good and kind, 
brave and wise — or that he ever was. On the contrary, there is much to show that he 
was a beast who took a strange turning in the jungle and blundered rather aimlessly into 
a mental world in which he was certainly not at home. 


There is much evidence that man is by nature cruel, cowardly, lustful, avaricious and 
treacherous. He holds dominion over these terrible internal enemies and defends against 
the other predators (his fellow men) by virtue of his ferocity, his cunning and his 
indomitable will. This is his beauty and his significance: that out of the blind primordial 
forces of sex and the survival urge, he has forged reason and science and spun the 
splendorous web of art and love. If there is no other reason and no other significance, 
man himself has on occasion created reason and significance, standing as the maker of 
his gods in a garden made fruitful by his own creative power. 



We think in terms of ourselves relative to the external universe. It cannot be shown, 
however, that this external universe is other than an extension of our own perception. 

But if we differentiate the internal from the external, we are still part of and not separate 
from the entire process of nature. We are made from the nova by way of the sun and 
built from the air, the rock and the sea, animated by the primordial fire of life. There are 
filaments in our consciousness that reach back to the first ancestor and extend to all 
other men and all other life with which we share a common creation and a common 
destiny. 

Here is the totality that the Greeks called "Pan"; all-devourer, all-begetter -- life and 
death, good and evil, pain and pleasure, unity, duality and multiplicity; all things and 
beyond all things. The Soul of Night and the Stars. 

If in our folly and fear we will ascribe moral qualities to the lightning that strikes, to the 
star that shines, to the tiger that kills, then we will not hesitate to assign them also to 
the woman who gives and the man who takes. Thus we will define god and found a 
religion. And thus we degrade the living universe into a bewhiskered and irascible 
character endowed with immortal omnipotence and a hatred for our enemies, or with 
those nature lovers who catch cold communing with "The All" in the park at night, we 
sink into the platitudinous sitz baths of various 'religious science' systems on our way to 
the catalepsy of middle age. 

All nature partakes of the eternal sacraments of life and death, of ebb and flow, of 
creation and destruction and regeneration. These are the harmonies of eternity that 
change forever and never change. The cry of the baby is echoed in the tumult of the 
nova. Men suns and seasons pass and return again. The spate of semen is one with the 
jet of stars men call The Milky Way. 

The mind that comprehends these immortal processes in love and in worship is an 
immortal mind that soars beyond time and death. We are of one age with Aeschylus and 
Sophocles and Shakespeare, of one blood with Moses, Lao Tse and Newton. The body 
changes and decays while time cuckolds all shapes of desire and all transient things. But 
the shapes of desire, although transient, are the very vehicles of man's adventure. He 
cannot attain by denying these steeds but by strengthening them — by training and 
bridling them with love and creative will until their wings are revealed. Sex and hunger 
are the raw stuff of art. Out of his passion, fury and despair the artist transmutes the 
shapes of terror and wonder into an eternal beauty. 

All ways are the right way when will and love are the guides. The grace and bounty of life 
are free to all, saint and sinner alike, who desire them. The voice of the wind, the 
poignancy of music, the shout of thunder all cry out to man, daring him to know himself. 
Sunlight, sea and stars and the splendour of a naked woman are the signs and witnesses 
of a covenant that is forever. We know these things; we know them with the only 
certainty that is ever given us. This is the beautiful-pitiable knowledge of childhood and 
first youth — that the world denies and necessity circumvents. This is the knowledge of 
the poets, artists and singes who are beloved and outcast by men and of the mystics 
whom the world calls mad. 

And man, self-castrated and self-frustrated, flees down the corridors of nightmare, 
pursued by monstrous machines, overwhelmed by satanic powers, haunted by vague 
guilts and terrors -- all created out of his own imagination. He escapes into absurdity, 
drowns his spirit in pretense, worships brass gods of power and tin gods of success. 

Then, shamed by his pretenses and frustrated by his self-denial, he projects his horror on 
imagined enemies, seeks release in scapegoats and false issues, thereby propitiating 



those bestial gods who have arisen from the shattered edolons of his spirit with sacrifices 
of blood. 


Nothing is of its nature, evil -- and nothing is of its nature, good. Evil is only excess; 
good is simply balance. All things are subject to abuse and likewise susceptible to 
beneficial use. Balance does not consist in denial or excess in indulgence. Balance can 
only be obtained by exceeding. The elemental forces in man's nature are so tremendous 
that they can only be balanced by an ultimate self-expression. To place limitations and 
restrictions on this nature is to build a wall of plaster around a sun. If we clip an eagles' 
wings or feed carrots to a lion we will not uplift or improve either species. 

The fundamental purpose of religion is to attain an identity with a power which we 
believe to be greater than ourselves, whose omnipotence and immortality we can share. 
Having achieved some sense of this identity, we then feel that we can cope with 
problems and attain ends with more confidence. The reliance on religion as well as the 
reliance on property can indicate a lack of self-reliance. 


We ourselves create this 'God of Power'. It is from our own individual 'self' that his power 
is drawn and this self is greater than any god which it creates. Therefore to know 
ourselves is the highest form of wisdom and to believe in ourselves is the highest form of 
faith. Science which seeks to know and art which seeks to interpret are two forms of love 
which constitute the only availing way of worship. That these two greatest expressions of 
the human spirit should be subservient to religion, politics, nationalism and war is the 
ultimate blasphemy. 


We are now in the midst of a tremendous battle of forces contending for domination over 
the mind and spirit of man. It is not, unfortunately, a battle between good and evil, 
between freedom and tyranny but rather a struggle of dogma against dogma and 
authority vs. authority. The contenders are fascism and communism. Each is a doctrine 
alien and hostile to the ideal of freedom. Each says that we must choose between one or 
the other and each is, in reality, identical. Each demands the absolute enslavement of 
the individual, the abnegation of the intellect and the subjugation of the will. The 
authoritarian is right, absolutely right, so right that every extreme of falsehood, 
suppression and tyranny is justified in the accomplishment of his 'divine' ends. Behind his 
benevolent paternalism lurks the star chamber and the concentration camp; behind his 
morality looms the stake and the inquisition of the "Old Time Religion" so many profess 
to long for. All these systems are old; older than human history. Freedom and democracy 
are the only new things under the sun and they offend alike the slaves and the slave 
masters. 


"Come unto me," goes the old harlot's song. "Come unto me you weary and heavily 
laden. Surrender your intolerable burden of freedom and I will fill your mouths with 
miracles and your bellies will be full of food. Come with me and I will confound your 
enemies and show you paradise. Look, you do not even have to change a name, only 
keep the letter and deny the spirit, for the letter giveth life." 


She is harvesting the nations now, that old whore, for an appointment in the place called 
Armageddon. There will be a hunting of free men in the name of freedom and there will 
be prisons and pogroms in the name of democracy, murder and slavery in the name of 
brotherhood, and all for the sake of dominion over the minds and bodies of men. 


There is a choice: the choice of freedom which has no other name and no other cause. 
Man, freed of his demons, without the need of a dogma or the use of a creed, can, of and 
by himself, avail, triumph and achieve significance. This is the faith of a liberal; belief in 



himself and belief in man. There is no other way to the full status of manhood. It is the 
long way, the hard way; through trial, error, failure and heartbreak — but it is the way 
guided by science and inspired by art; leading at long last to the stars. This is our choice: 
we may believe in ourselves, believe in our fellow men and in freedom and in 
brotherhood. We may start to achieve here and now that paradise which has so long 
been relegated to the hereafter. Or, with the dogmatists, the positivists, the 
authoritarians we can return again to the ape-hood from which we have so late arisen. 

If we wish identity with a greater power, let us seek union with ourselves -- our total self, 
raised to its highest potential of wisdom, knowledge and experience. If we wish to unite 
with the universe, let us court the whole of nature, all experience, all truth and the 
splendour of the awesome cosmos itself. For 'out there' lies the great campaign that 
comes first and last; the ultimate adventure of the individual into himself. He must go 
down like Moses into his unknown self, out into the new dimension, out with Orpheus and 
the barque of Arthur, with Tammuz and Adonis, with Mithra and Jesus, into the labyrinths 
of the Dark Land. There he will meet The Mother and hear Her final question: "What is 
man?". Thereafter, close by the heart of the cryptic Mother, he may find the Graal; 
ultimate consciousness, total remembrance, instinct made certain, reason made real. For 
it is he, wonderful monster, embryo god who has swum in the fish, shed the skin of the 
crocodile, peered from the eyes of serpents, swung with the apes and shaken the earth 
with tramp of the tyrannosaur's hoof. It is he who has cried out on all crosses, ruled on 
all thrones, grubbed in all gutters. It is he whose face is reflected and distorted in all 
heavens and hells — he, the Child of the Stars, the son of the ocean; this creature of 
dust, this wonder and terror called MAN. 

Chapter Four - The Woman Girt With the Sword 

It is to you woman, beautiful redeemer of the race, whom I address this chapter. That 
which stirs in you now is not madness, not sin, not folly -- but Life! This new life is the 
joy and the fire that will beget a new race; create a new heaven and new earth. When 
you were a child, did not the wind and the sun speak to you? Did you not hear the 
mountain's voice; the voice of the river and of the storm? Have you not heard the 
whisper of the stars and the ineffable voice in silence? Have you not gone naked in the 
forest with the wind on your body and felt the caress of Pan? Your heart has swollen with 
Spring, blossomed with Summer and saddened with Winter. These things are the 
covenant and in them is the truth that is forever. 

You have sought companions as high-hearted as yourself and found them not save in the 
elusive memories of dream and song. For you found a blight over the world; a blight of 
silence and sorrow. Your companions walked in guilt and shame, in fear, in hate, in sin 
and in the sorrow of sin. There was only nervous laughter and furtive pleasure; 
unsatisfying and shameful -- But be no longer sad, my beloved. Be joyous and unafraid 
for within you is the song that shall shatter the silence, the flame that will burn away the 
dross. 


It is you who are the redeemer from sing and sorrow, from guilt and shame. WOMAN; oh 
splendour incarnate! How long have you served in chains, a slave to the lust and guilt of 
pigs? How long have you writhed under the degradation of your Holy Name, "Whore", or 
suffered silently under the degradation called, "virtue"? How well you have known the 
stake, the rack, the whip, the chains of imprisonment and even entombment in the 
service of your master. 


And was the bond fear, was it weakness, was it cowardice and inferiority? Oh shame of 
man, it was none of these; it was love. A man was once crucified in a redemption that 



failed, yet if ten times ten million men were crucified, this infamy could not be redeemed. 
Husband, father, priest, jailer, judge, executioner, exploiter, seducer, destroyer — so has 
your lover mastered and defiled you. Yet pity him for he sought love... But finally there is 
an end and then the beginning and all the future will be with you. For you are the mother 
of a new race, the redeemer and lover of the new men; the men who shall be free. 


I shall speak to you of men. Men desire three things of a woman: a mother greater than 
themselves, a wife less than themselves and a lover equal with themselves. Against the 
mother they are in revolt, the wife they hold in contempt and the lover ever eludes them 
Consider the husband; how he throws his clothes about, eschews dirty dishes and 
housework and asserts himself in a loud voice. Consider the homosexual; how he hates 
woman and flees himself, fearing that he will slay her. Consider the great lover; how he 
grasps for love and his hands close on nothingness. These are bewildered, frightened 
children playing games against the dark. And those who wear brass and swords, who 
strut and slay, are they not the most frightened of all? Therefore pity them and forgive 
them. 


In the ancient world there were men for a season, before cities arose and they turned to 
gilded popinjays, gracefully accepting futility. Then came Christianity, an anodyne for 
slaves, an enteric for barbarians whose deeds gave them indigestion — and ultimately, a 
whip for slave masters. 

Faust was the prototype of the Middle Ages, but not the Faustus of whom Kit Marlowe 
tells. It was a darker Faust; Gilles de Rais, who betrays the Maid in his lust for power, 
then, after his fall and the failure of his prayers, he descends to horror in his cellars. This 
theme lasted an age until man, appalled by his nightmares, turned finally to a dream of 
liberty. 

It is the voice of Voltaire, jaded, cynical, weary of folly, that sounds the opening bar of a 
tremendous, mocking prelude. Tom Paine, one real man, broken and at last betrayed by 
all the wooden champions, Cagliostro, plotting the revenge of the Templars with a 
woman and a necklace. Will Blake, speaking uncomprehended with the tongue of angels, 
Shelley and his beautiful gesture; Swinburne, who almost recreated Helas before he too 
was broken -- Byron, Pushkin, Gautier; all instruments in a prelude to a symphony that 
was never played. And Science — how it was to save us! That "Brave New World" of 
Huxley, Darwin and H.G. Wells with only the voice of Spengler in dissent. Science 
remaking the world; an international language, a universal brotherhood beyond 
nationality, prejudice or creed... A beautiful vision fallen like a house of cards. You 
creators of the "New Age" who dare not speak, think or move without permission from 
the military, you unfettered titans who will hang for speaking across one border — where 
is your 'New World'? Champions, where is freedom? What treasure have we lost? We 
must turn to women for that answer. 


The key lies back ten thousand years ago in the Age of Isis that is mistakenly called "The 
Matriarchy". It was not a Matriarchy as we conceive it; a rule of club-women, of 
frustrated chickens, in fact it was not a rule at all; it was an equality. 


The Woman was and is the Priestess. In Her reposes the Mystery. She is the Mother, 
brooding yet tender, the lover, at once passionate and aloof, the wife, revered and 
cherished. She is the witch woman. She stands co-equal with her mate who is the 
chieftain, the hunter, the thinker and the doer. The woman is the Priestess, guardian of 
the mystery, syble of the unconscious and prophetess of dreams. Togther they balanced 
each other until the catastrophe of the Patriarchal Age, arch-typified by the monosexual 
monster, Jehova. Then, under the rule of Priests, woman became an inferior animal while 



man became isolated in his imagined superiority and found himself at the mercy of his 
own merciless intelligence. It was total war between the emotions that must and the 
intellect that will not. Every patriarchal religion is a self-contradictory monstrosity. They 
are dogmatic creeds that shift like straws in the wind of the intellect. Upon this shifting 
structure man has failed. He knows the futility of such artificial systems but he fights for 
them with all the sick fury his frustration can generate. In the process he has lost his 
mother, his wife has failed him and his lover eludes him. The Mystery has gone out of the 
Temple, banished by a senile and self-sufficient council of beards. 

Woman, Woman — where are you? Come back to us again. Forgive even if you cannot 
forget and serve once more in our Temples. Take us by the hand. Kiss us on the lips and 
tell us we are not alone. Witch-Woman, out of the ashes of the stake, rise again! It was 
in the Dianic Cult that the old way continued. Those splendid and terrible women; 
Messilina, Toffana, La Voisin and DeBrinvillies raised revenge to a high art. Others sought 
the forbidden mystery in secret rites and purchased a brief reunion at an awful price. 

This was the ope in the Maid of Orleans, the dream of hopeless millions that the woman 
who was to redeem them had come at last. Her failure and her fate teach us that 
innocence is no protection. Be cunning, oh woman, be wise, be subtle, be merciless. I 
have asked you to understand and forgive -- but forget not overmuch. Trust nothing but 
yourself. 

Now I have spoken of those great poisoners but there is a worse revenge. Know that all 
revenge is revenge on self and the most terrible is that taken by the frigid woman. Count 
her in the tens of millions. The curse lies in the failure of her mate to be a man and her 
failure to be true to herself but the cause is the dark guilt with which parents poison their 
children. There is also suppressed incestuous love and the fear of unwanted children -- 
yet those who have known of these things should have no shame there-from. Strength is 
not born, it is gained by understanding and overcoming. Go free; sing the old, wild song: 
EVOE 10, EVOE IACCHUS 10 PAN, PAN! EVOE BABALON! 

Go to the mountains and the forest; go naked in the Summer that you may regain the 
old joy. Love gladly and freely under the stars. But you say your body is not beautiful? 
Here is a secret: the body is molded by the mind. If you have embraced fear, repression, 
hate — then you may find your body repulsive. But go free, love joyously and without 
restraint. Run naked then watch the cheeks flush, the breasts well and the supple 
contours develop from the flowing rhythms of life. Disease and deformity are bred in fear 
and hate, therefore be fearless lovers and ever beautiful. 

The woman is the Priestess of the Irrational World! Irrational - but how enormously 
important, and how dangerous because it is unadmitted or denied, we do not want to be 
drunken, murderous, frustrated, poverty-stricken and miserable without cause. These 
conditions are not reasonable or 'scientific' and yet they do exist. We say we do not want 
war but war seems a psychological necessity. Wars will continue until that need is 
otherwise fulfilled. We do not love or hate a person because it is "reasonable". We are 
moved willy-nilly, despite our reason and our will, by forces from the unconscious, 
irrational world. These forces speak to us in dreams, in symbols and in our own 
incomprehensible actions. These passions can only be redeemed by intuitive 
understanding in the feminine province. Only after such understanding can will and 
intelligence be truly effective for otherwise they are blind and powerless against the tides 
of emotion. 

Woman, put away unworthy weapons. Put away malice and poison, frigidity and 
childishness. Draw the two-edged sword of freedom and call fora man to meet you in 
fair combat; a man fit to be your husband and a father to your eagle brood. Call upon 



him, test him by the sword and he will be worthy of you. Together you will be archetypes 
of the new race. 

Somewhere in the world today there is a woman for whom the Sword is forged. 
Somewhere there is one who has heard the trumpets of the New Age and who will 
respond. She will respond, this new woman, to the high clamor of those sar-trumpets; 
she will come as a perilous flame and a devious song, a voice in the judgement halls, a 
banner before armies. She will come girt with the Sword of Freedom. Before her, kings 
and priests will tremble, cities and empires will fall, and she will be called BABALON, The 
Scarlet Woman. She will be lustful and proud, subtle and deadly forthright and invincible 
as a naked blade. Women will respond to her war cry, throwing off their chains, men will 
respond to her challenge, forsaking foolish ways. She will shine as the ruddy Evening 
Star in the lurid sunset of Gotterdamerung. She will shine again as a Morning Star when 
the night has passed and a new dawn breaks over the garden of Pan. 

To you, oh unknown woman, is The Sword of Freedom pledged. 
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Japanese company holds 'macho' competition - BBC News bbc.com 


By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


5 June 2017 



Former paratrooper Yusuke Nagasaka was the eventual winner 


Image copyrightCrassone.jp 

A Japanese company is hoping to 
attract workers to the country's 
understaffed demolition industry 
through the medium of bulging 
muscles. 

While it may have an unfashionable 
1970s ring to it, the Nagoya-based 
Crassone company recently held a 
"macho" competition for demolition 
workers in order to raise public 
awareness of jobs in the sector, The 


Japan Times website reported. 


According to the paper, which called the contest "unprecedented", some 68 workers submitted 
entries, ranging from rippling muscles in front of large wrecking equipment, to one man in a suit 
doing administrative work on a laptop. All the entrants were male, although one worker brought his 
daughter along to pose with him. 


In the end, top prize went to Yusuke Nagasaka, who works for a demolition company in central Aichi 
Prefecture. Judges, including a manga artist and a magazine editor, praised the former paratrooper 
for his "striking body with his wide chest and thick neck". He, and the winners of other categories in 
the competition, won a professional photo shoot session. 


The third generation of his family to work in the demolition industry, Nagasaka said "Now I can 
proudly show my one-year-old son that I am doing a cool job." 


An industry spokesman said workers like Nagasaka are becoming increasingly rare in the male- 
dominated industry. "It is a physically demanding job, but they do not get a lot of money for it and 
young people soon quit. The current workers are aging and we're having difficulty getting enough 
manpower." 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. 

Image copyright Crassone.jp 
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Jaw-dropping moment underground sewer EXPLODES in man's face after he threw lit cigarette - Mirror Online 


Moment footpath exploded in man's face after he threw lit cigarette 
into sewer 

By Mirror.co.uk 13:36, 12 APR 2017 Updated 14:12, 12 APR 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


This shocking clip captures the dramatic aftermath of a man throwing his cigarette butt down an 
underground sewer. 

At the start of the CCTV footage, a smartly dressed man is seen walking up to the hole in the floor. 
He begins to pour what appears to be a bag of rubble into the crevice. 

Shortly, another man approaches the hole and begins to peer in. 


Totally unaware of the danger to come, he then throws a cigarette butt into the gap, before 
preparing to walk away. 



As he begins to turn away, 
the pavement violently 
explodes in his face, 
throwing his whole body to 
the ground. 


Believed to have happened 
on a street in Tehran, Iran, 
the footage shows concrete 
hurtling towards the camera. 

As the view clears, the man 
can be seen lying amongst 


debris on the floor. 


He then begins to crawl away on his hands and knees, 
before scrambling to his feet and walking away. 
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John Lennon 'was murdered by 
CIA-trained killer to stop ex-Beatle 
radicalising youth' 


JOHN Lennon's killer was trained 

to murder the former Beatles frontman by the CIA in a bid to stop the influential star 
radicalising young Americans with his left wing beliefs, according to staggering claims. 


By Jon Austin 

PUBLISHED: 15:28, Wed, May 24, 2017 | UPDATED: 15:59, Wed, May 24, 2017 

A new explosive book titled ‘Drugs as Weapons Against Us’ suggests the ex-Beatle was killed by 
US intelligence agencies to prevent him influencing people to halt Lennon’s support of “radical 
leftist” ideologies. 


Author John Potash also claims the CIA tracked various high-profile pop stars, including rapper 
Tupac Shakur and Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain, before their untimely deaths, amid fears over 
similar influences. 


Liverpool-born Lennon was gunned down aged 40 by Mark David Chapman outside his New York 
home in December 1980. 


Chapman, then 25, was described as a crazed fan, and sentenced to 20 years to life in jail after 
pleading guilty to second—degree murder. 


The book claims that the CIA monitored 
and even arranged the death of Lennon 
- something it denies. 

There have been a number of 
conspiracy theories surrounding his 
death ever since. 

The book recounts an investigation by 
former Sunday Express legal 
correspondent Fenton Bresler, who 
obtained classified documents from the 
FBI and CIA. 

The documents were said to show the star’s arrest for drugs use in 1972 was “to neutralise and 
disrupt” his activities. 

They suggested Lennon was tracked by the intelligence agencies during the 1970s. 

This exemplified the international interest and influence of Lennon, underscoring why his 
leftist activism was a threat to the CIA and the oligarchy. 



GETTY 
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John Potash 

According to the book, Lennon's activities included him holding anti-war events and even a benefit 
concert to free imprisoned activist John Sinclair. 

Potash says the US intelligence agencies were becoming more concerned with Lennon after he 
moved away from drug use and towards activism - and he was just one month away from becoming 
an American citizen at the time of his death. 

Mr Potash wrote: “This exemplified the international interest and influence of Lennon, underscoring 
why his leftist activism was a threat to the CIA and the oligarchy.” 

The book's most staggering suggestion is that Chapman may have been trained to kill in Beirut, 
where the CIA had a heavy presence in the 1970s. 

An earlier book by Phil Strongman, John Lennon: Life, Times and Assassination, explored the idea 
Chapman was "programmed" to carry out the killing. 

John Lennon queues for food on the set of How I Won 
the War 

Mr Postash said Chapman "waited for Lennon to 
arrive home on the fatal night, kneeled down in a 
combat stance and shot the star four times in the 
back from 20ft away”. 

He wrote: “He could have escaped but instead took of 
his coat, folded it up and took out Catcher in the Rye 
out of his pocket.” 

In a previous interview with Mr Bresler, NYPD 
lieutenant Arthur O’Connor said: “Chapman looked 
like he could have been programmed and I know that you are going to make of that word. That was 
the way he looked and that was the way he talked.” 

A CIA spokesman told Express.co.uk the claims in the book were baseless and not worthy of 
consideration. 
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Juror: 'Holy Spirit' said Corrine Brown not guilty 


Juror: 'Holy Spirit' said former Congresswoman Corrine Brown not 
guilty 

Jacksonville- baynews9.com 


Former Congresswoman Corrine Brown 
presided over a district that ran from 
Jacksonville to Orlando. She was arrested on 
fraud and tax evasion charges in July 2016. 
(File photo) 

By Associated Press, 

Last Updated: Tuesday, May 16, 2017, 1:46 
PM EDT 

A juror dismissed during deliberations in 
former U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown's fraud trial 
told his colleagues that the "Holy Spirit" told 
him she was not guilty, according to a court transcript. 

The transcript released Monday provided new details into why the unidentified juror was released 
during deliberations after another juror raised concerns over the comments. 

Brown, 70, was found guilty of 18 of 22 charges associated with her use of money from a purported 
charity for poor children called the One Door for Education Foundation. She also was convicted of 
lying on her taxes about the amount of charitable contributions she made and providing false 
information on her congressional financial disclosure forms. 

Brown had represented the district that included Jacksonville since 1993, but lost re-election last 
year after the indictment was issued. 

Federal prosecutors presented evidence of a scheme where Brown helped raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for One Door, but spent most of the money on lavish parties, trips and 
shopping. One Door raised more than $800,000, but gave only one scholarship for $1,200. 

The dismissed juror, who was not identified, told the court he was getting information from "my 
father in Heaven" about Brown's guilt while considering the case's outcome. 

"Did you say the words, 'A higher being told me that Corrine Brown was not guilty on all charges?"' 
Judge Timothy Corrigan asked the juror. 

"I said the Holy Spirit told me that," the juror replied. 

Brown's attorney, James Smith, has said he plans to ask for a new trial before she is sentenced. He 
objected to the juror's dismissal, pointing out that the juror also said he could follow the court's 
direction and deliberate appropriately. 

But Corrigan believed the comment was enough to spur the juror's dismissal, and to restart 
deliberations. 



http://www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/content/news/articles/ap/2017/05/16/juror_holy_spirit_sa.htnnl?utnn_source=fark&utm_med... 1/2 




5/16/2017 


Juror: 'Holy Spirit' said Corrine Brown not guilty 


"I want to be very clear that I am drawing a distinction between someone who's on a jury who is 
religious and who is praying for guidance ... from this situation, where the juror is actually saying 
than an outside force, that is, a higher being, a Holy Spirit, told him that Ms. Brown was not guilty on 
those charges," Corrigan told the attorneys. "I think that's just an expression that's a bridge too far." 

After the juror was replaced by an alternate, the jury took just more than a day to reach a verdict. 

Brown could spend the rest of her life in a federal prison. No date has been set for her sentencing. 

©2017 Charter Communications. All rights reserved. 


Copyright 2017 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Jehovah's Witnesses Labeled 'Extremist,' Banned By Russia's High Court - NBC News 


Russia's Supreme Court bans Jehovah's Witnesses as 'extremist' nbcnews.com 


Apr 20 2017, 3:09 pm ET 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Labeled ‘Extremist,’ Banned By Russia’s High Court 

by Alexey Eremenko 

MOSCOW — The Russian Supreme Court on Thursday declared the country's branch of Jehovah's 
Witnesses "extremist," equating it to the Islamic State. 

The religious group is to be disbanded and its assets seized by the government, according to the 
court's website. 

"This decision can lead to most deplorable consequences for believers of various confessions, as 
well as for Russia's public image," Jehovah's Witnesses Russia said on its website. 

Stacks of religious booklets sit in a courtroom after a 
local Jehovah's Witnesses leader was charged with 
inciting religious hatred for distributing literature about 
his beliefs in the Siberian town of Gorno-Altaysk, 
Russia, on Dec. 16, 2010. Alexandr Tyryshkin / 
Reuters file 

The court has not announced the legal reasoning 
behind its verdict Thursday. 

Jehovah's Witnesses, which has 170,000 followers in 
Russia, will appeal the decision, the group said on 
their website. The group has a month to do so. 

Under Russian law, the ban would not prohibit individual believers from following their creed, but 
congregating and proselytizing would become offenses punishable with up to five years in prison. 

The plaintiff, the Russian Justice Ministry, cited the group's aversion to blood transfusion on 
religious grounds as reason for the ban. 

A number of books and pamphlets by Jehovah's Witnesses have also been banned in Russia in the 
past years. Prosecutors claimed the publications foster intolerance to followers of other confessions. 

Eight regional chapters of Jehovah's Witnesses have been banned in Russia as "extremist" since 
2009. 

The Russian list of banned extremist organizations currently contains 59 entries, most of them white 
supremacist organizations. The Islamic State and Al Qaida are also banned in Russia. 

The Russian case against Jehovah's Witnesses was denounced by the European Union and U.S. 
Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), among others. 

"The Russian government is exploiting genuine threats of violent extremism to undermine what little 
religious freedom remains in that country," Wicker said last month ahead of the hearing, according 
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Jehovah's Witnesses Labeled 'Extremist,' Banned By Russia's High Court - NBC News 


to the Senate website. 

Jehovah's Witnesses has a history of persecution, including in Nazi Germany. The group is banned 
in China, Iran, Turkmenistan and Saudi Arabia. 

The group asked the Russian Supreme Court to recognize them as victims of political repression, 
but the request was denied. 
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KCK man who robbed bank to get away from wife sentenced to home 
confinement, community service fox4kc.com 

KANSAS CITY, Kan. (AP) — A 71-year-old man who said he robbed a Kansas City, Kansas, bank 
so he could get away from his wife blamed his actions on depression. 

A federal judge on Tuesday sentenced Lawrence John Ripple to six months of home confinement 
and 50 hours of community service. 

Ripple went to the Bank of Labor — a block from the Kansas City, Kansas, police headquarters — 
last September and gave a note to a teller saying he had a gun and demanding money. After he 
was given money, Ripple waited for police. 

Court records indicate Ripple wrote the robbery note in front of his wife and told her he would rather 
be in jail than at home. 

The Kansas City Star reports Ripple told the judge Tuesday that heart surgery left him depressed 
and unlike himself before he robbed the bank. 

Trademark and Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
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Kent shipwreck SS Montgomery filled with explosives could explode at any time | Metro News 


Sunken ship filled with explosives could blow up at any moment metro.co.uk 


Charles White for Metro.co.ukMonday 12 Jun 2017 3:30 pm 
General view of the wreck of the SS Richard Montgomery (Picture: PA) 

A shipwreck filled with bombs and explosives could explode at any time, a new documentary 
reveals. 

The sunken World War Two boat was sunk in 1944. 


Yet its cargo remains off the Kent coast - surrounded by prominent warning signs. 
The SS Montgomery in Sheerness is packed with 1,400 tonnes of ammunition. 


Marooned on a sandbank the masts of the war vessel are visible - poking up above the waters. 



Sunken ship filled with 
explosives could blow up at 
any moment 


A scuba diver just above the ship with signs clearly visible (Picture: James 
Gray/Daily Mail/REX/Shutterstock) 

Celebrity Ian McShane has now joined a project intending to bring the ship’s 
story to a wider audience. 

Documentary makers in the local area and ask the question ‘Is this a time 
bomb threatening London?’, according to Kent Live 

The ship is protected by a 500-metre exclusion zone and was the subject of 
an Act in 1973. 

Alongside a Welsh wreck, SS Montgomery is protected by UK law. 

The last time an explosion was recorded, 1967, the blast could be felt 5,000 
miles away. 



An archive photograph of SS 
Richard Montgomery (Picture: 
SWNS) 


Research by the New Scientist 
claims that the TNT could explode 
by as something as small as the tide 
moving. 


The wreck is managed by the 
Department of Transport. 


A DfT spokesperson said: ‘An 

Sunken ship filled with explosives could blow up at any moment exclusion zone has been in place 

around the SS Richard Montgomery since World War II. We monitor the wreck 24 hours a day, and 
the risk is remote.’ 


©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
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Major Crimes in History 
Doug MacGowan 
May 8, 2017 


American crime lore has made the kidnapping of Charles Lindbergh, Jr., the most infamous of kidnappings for 
ransom in history. But it was not the first. The first kidnapping linked to ransom demands is most likely the July 
1874 disappearance of 4-year-old Charley Ross from Philadelphia. If not the first, it definitely was the first to be 
widely known via newspapers across the country. 


the new york tim es. soj fP AY. June 2 Kidnapping of Charley Ross 

On July 1, 1874, Charley and his 5-year- 
old brother Walter were playing in the front 
yard of their father’s upscale home in 
Germantown, an affluent neighborhood in 
Philadelphia. Two men in a buggy pulled 
up beside the boys and asked them if they 
wanted to go buy some fireworks for the 
Independence Day holiday. Sources differ 
on whether or not the children knew the 
men or if they were total strangers. 
Regardless, Walter and Charley climbed 
into the buggy which then rambled through 
the streets into areas the two boys had 
never visited before. Eventually, they stopped in front of a shop and the two men gave Walter 25 cents to go into 
a nearby store and buy fireworks. Walter got out of the buggy and it sped away with Charley Ross still inside. 

The boys’ father Christian knew nothing about the kidnapping until told by a neighbor—who stated she had seen 
both boys in a buggy driven by two men she had never seen before. Christian panicked as Walter and Charley 
remained missing. But he decided not to alert his wife, who was temporarily staying in Atlantic City. And she did 
remain ignorant of the crime until she read a newspaper advertisement pleading for information about the 
missing boys. 

Walter’s Return 

Everyone felt some hope when Walter returned to his home sometime after his disappearance. How he survived 
and where he was during his absence is no longer known, presuming Walter knew and related the information. 
But the hope Walter brought vanished when he related the tale of the two men and told his parents that he had 
no idea where Charley was. 

On the 3rd, Christian received a badly spelled ransom demand: 

“Mr. Ross- be not uneasy you son charly bruster he al writ we as got him and no powers on earth can deliver 
out of our hand. You wil hav two pay us befor you git him from us. an pay us a big cent to. if you put the cops 
hunting for him yu is only defeeting yu own end. we is got him fitt so no living power can gits him from us a live, 
if any aproch is maid to his hidin place that is the signil for his instant anihilation. if yu regard his lif puts no one 
to search for him you money can fech him out alive an no other existin powers don’t deceve yuself and think the 
detectives can git him from us for that is one imposebel yu here from us in few day.” 

Regardless of the threat within the note, Christian contacted the police for help in getting his son back. Another 
letter, still written by an almost illiterate author, arrived a few days later and spelled out that they needed to be 
paid $20,000 for the safe return of Charley Ross. 

Dead End 


CHARLEY ROSS STOLEN 
JUST FIFTY YEARS AGO 

Most Famous Case of Kidnapping in Country’s History— 
Kidnappers, Shot Dow n. Died Before They 
Revealed His Hiding Place 
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Despite tireless efforts by police and the Ross family, a deal with the kidnappers never happened and soon all 
possible clues led nowhere. 

As 1875 approached, the police got a possible lead in the case on December 13th. Two men were interrupted 
while breaking into a Brooklyn home and in the confusion, one was shot dead and the other fatally wounded— 
expiring a few hours after the shooting. Before he died, though, the survivor said that he and his now-dead 
partner had stolen Charley Ross, although he had no idea where Charley was now. 

The police tried to use the thief’s scant clues to track Charley down, but it was to no avail. 

The populace eventually lost interest in the case, although two maestros would pen songs, “Bring Back Our 
Darling” and “I Want To See Mamma Once More,” about the case. 

Christian went on for 23 years trying to bring Charley or his body back home. When he died in 1897, he was no 
closer to a solution than the day Charley disappeared. 

As time passed, boys and men of the appropriate ages would claim to be Charley Ross wanting to become a 
part of the wealthy Ross family. 

None were successful, leaving the first U.S. ransom-driven kidnapping case unsolved to this day. 

References: 

The Lineup , pulled 5/4/17. 

Historic Germantown , pulled 5/4/17. 

Crime Museum website, pulled 5/4/17. 

Doug MacGowan 

© 2009-2017 Historic Mysteries. © Net Inceptions. All rights reserved | Sign In | Privacy Policy | Contact us 

/* Copyright 2014 Evemote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px!important; left: 50% ! important; margin-left: -lOOpx 
!important; width: 200px!important; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid!important; border-radius: 4px!important;} .en-markup-crop-options div 
div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx!important;} 


https ://w w w. h i star i c m y ster i es. com /k i d nappi ng- of- c har I ey- r oss/ 


2/2 



6/16/2017 


North Korea: Kim Jong-un in hiding paralysed by fear of Donald Trump's US assassination | World | News | Express.co.uk 


Kim Jong-un in hiding and PARALYSED by fear of elite US 

assassination operation express.co.uk 



EXPRESS 


Home of 
the Daily and 
Sunday Express 


Kim Jong-un in hiding and 
PARALYSED by fear of elite US 
assassination operation 


KIM JONG-un is cowering with fear 


that a US assassination operation will eliminate him, the South Korean spy agency revealed. 


By Thomas Hunt 

PUBLISHED: 02:49, Fri, Jun 16, 2017 | UPDATED: 03:17, Fri, Jun 16, 2017 



The National Intelligence Services 
(NIS) said the US and South Korea are 
trying to establish a special forces team 
to take out Pyongyang’s leadership. 

Due to concerns about a potential 
airstrike or assassination the young 
tyrant prefers to move at dawn and has 
refused to use his Mercedes-Benz 600, 
instead hiding within the vehicles of his 
subordinates, the NIS told a closed- 
door parliamentary session. 


hbl IY Lee Cheol-woo, member of the 

national assembly of South Korea, believes the despot is “extremely nervous” about the plot that 
would paralyse the North’s command. 


He said: “Kim is so engrossed with collecting information about the ‘decapitation operation’ through 
his intelligence agency.” 

The dictator has reduced propaganda appearances “by a significant amount”. 

An NIS official was quoted as saying by Rep. Lee: “The number of Kim Jong-un’s public activities 
was 51, a 32 percent decrease from last year. 

“Since 2013, we have seen a downward trajectory of Kim’s public activities. We believe that Kim 
feels very confident (about his leadership). The number shows he has succeeded in grasping power 
and secured his status in the regime.” 


The spy agency revealed that a North Korean drone - discovered last week - had taken 551 
pictures including a Terminal Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) battery located in South Korea. 

The NIS also said a total of six South Korean nationals are currently detained in the hermit kingdom, 
with most of them arrested for engaging in religious activities or helping North Korean defectors. 

Despite economic hardship the secretive state has repeatedly flouted United Nations and 
international sanctions by testing long-range ballistic missiles. 
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Last month’s launch of the Hwasong-12 
rocket is believed to have had the 
capability of reaching the US mainland. 

The NIS said: “North Korea supplies 
most of its oil to special places. 
Therefore, the household oil price has 
increased a lot. 

“The oil price had been set at around 
6,000 won (£4.16) per kilogram. The 
price increased to 20,000 (£13.88) won 
in May and it stands at around 15,000 
won (£10.41) currently.” 

In recent weeks, a US expert claimed 
that Kim Jong-un is “only one step 
away” from developing a nuclear-tipped 
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), 
to which the Trump administration’s 
head of missile defence expressed 
“great concern”. 
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Ghosts of story, myth, or anywhere else.... 


Posted on April 12, 2017by nzumel 

Antonio de Trueba (1819-1889) was a Spanish reteller of folklore in the 
tradition of Gustavo Becquer and Fernan Caballero (the pen name of 
Cecilia Francisca Josefa Bohl de Faber) — both of whom I’ve posted on 
before. Trueba combined the traditional stories of the Spanish campesinos 
with sophisticated literary style and humorous political and social 
commentary. I found this delightful tale in a back issue of the fairy tale 
studies journal Marvels & Tales, and it hooked me at the first paragraph: 

There once was a king so avaricious that instead of spending his life 
making his subjects happy, he passed it running throughout his 
kingdom searching for mines of gold and silver, and leaving the devil 
in charge of the ship of State. A pox on such kings! 

I have a feeling this one will speak to a lot of people. 

The tale is filled with many familiar motifs, though “Knows-it-all” felt rather new to me. As someone 
who takes pride in being competent at the things I do, I have mixed feelings about the idea of 
“faking it ’til you make it,” though some bit of jumping in without waiting to feel “completely ready” is 
always necessary. And the prince has a good heart, so I guess that makes it okay. 



Antonio Trueba 


The translation from Marvels & Tales is by Robert M. Fedorchek, and it’s great; as usual, however, I 
wanted a translation that is free and clear to share, so I re-translated the story myself, from the 1879 
third edition of Trueba’s 1866 collection Cuentos de Vivos Y Muertos: contados por el pueblo y 
recontados por... (Tales of the Living and the Dead: told by the people and retold by...) (the 
paragraph quoted above is from my translation, not Fedorchek’s). 


I’m glad I did the re-translation, because Trueba has a wonderful voice, chatty and personable, and 
he uses many charming repetitions of wording and phrases that add to the pleasure of “listening” to 
him. Not to mention many colorful idiomatic expressions that were rather a challenge to translate. I 
can’t convey all of the original nuance in the translation, of course, but I hope that I’ve conveyed at 
least some of it. 
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You can read The King’s Son-in-Law here. 
Enjoy. 


References: 

de Trueba, Antonio. “El Yerno del Rey,” Cuentos de Vivos Y Muertos, Tercera Edicion, Madrid, 

1879. 

de Trueba, Antonio and Robert M. Fedorchek (Trans.). “The King’s Son-in-Law,” Marvels & Tales, 
Volume 15, No. 2 (2001), pp. 202-216. (Available via JSTOR through an institutional subscription or 
a MyJSTOR account) 

This entry was posted in Folklore, Folktale and tagged fairy tales, Spain, Spanish Language fiction, 
Antonio de Trueba. Bookmark the permalink. 
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Kirk Jones in 2004 in front of Niagara Falls.(Chip 
Somodevilla | Detroit Free Press 

By John O'Brien 

jobrien@syracuse.com 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. - In 2003, Kirk R. Jones 
became the first person to survive going over 
Niagara Falls without protection. 

Two weeks ago, Jones' body was found downriver 
from the falls after he apparently tried again, 
according to police. 

Jones, then 40, became the first person in recorded 
history on Oct. 20, 2003, to survive a plunge into the falls without being inside a barrel or other device. He was 
wearing only his clothes that day. 

His body was discovered June 2 in the Niagara River, at the mouth of Lake Ontario, said Det. Sgt. Brian Nisbet of 
the New York State Park Police. The location is about 12 miles from the falls. 

"That's the guy," Nisbet said when asked whether it was the same man who'd survived the falls 14 years ago. 

It appears Jones had gone over the falls again, Nisbet said. 

The U.S. Coast Guard discovered Jones' body in the Niagara River in the village of Youngstown, Nisbet said. 

Investigators determined Jones had been in the Niagara Falls area on April 19 and "may have been attempting a 
stunt by going over Niagara Falls in a large inflatable ball," Nisbet said. 

The stunt failed, resulting in Jones' death, Nisbet said. 

Police spotted the 10-foot ball, which someone could get inside, spinning in the rapids above the falls April 19, 
Nisbet said. It went over the falls and was recovered by the Maid of the Mist boat, he said. The ball was 
unmanned, he said. 

Police have been unable to locate Jones' relatives, Nisbet said. 

Jones was living in Canton, Mich., when he went over the falls in 2003. His family told reporters then that he'd 
planned it as a daredevil stunt. But Jones said he was trying to kill himself. 

He pleaded guilty in Canada to a criminal charge of unlawfully performing a stunt and mischief and was fined 
nearly $3,000. Canada banned Jones for life for the act. 

"I'm feeling very happy to be alive," Jones told reporters after appearing in court in 2003. "I ask that no one ever 
try such a terrible stunt again." 

He said then that he was done with the falls. 

"I understand what I did was wrong," Jones told reporters. 'You'll never see an action in Niagara waters with my 
name written on it again." 

He suffered broken ribs and a bruised spine in the 180-foot fall into the Horseshoe Falls that straddle the U.S.- 
Canada border. He jumped into 150,000 gallons-per-second of rushing water. 
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Jones appeared on ABC-TV's "Good Morning America" a week afterward and described going feet-first over the 
falls, staring into a sunny sky. He heard people screaming that there was a man in the water, he said. He felt the 
river moving fast toward the falls, with the sound of the rushing water getting louder. 

"I felt like and heard a suction -- a suction that, like a large vacuum cleaner, you suck up an insect on the counter," 
Jones said in the interview. "And I was actually sucked inside, immediately, inside the curtain of the falls. Inside it. 
And enveloped in it, actually." 

He recalled spiraling as he fell at a tremendous speed. He felt an "unbelievable" pressure on his head, he said in 
the TV interview. 

Jones recalled feeling pain when he crashed into a granite table at the bottom of the falls, then blacking out 
temporarily. When he came to underwater, he swam up to the surface and took his first breath, he said. 

Jones and his brother, Keith Jones, planned to write a book, tentatively titled, "You're Kidding Me: A Knucklehead's 
Guide to Surviving Niagara Falls." There's no evidence the book was ever published. 

Kirk Jones joined a Florida-based circus soon after his plunge, using his fame to get a job as a stunt performer. 

Jones, 53, had recently been living in Spring Hill, Fla., according to public records. His relatives could not be 
reached for comment. 

Since Jones survived in 2003, three other people have lived after going over the falls without protection. The most 
recent was in 2012. 

Contact John O'Brien anytime by email, Twitter. 
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LA County coroner cuts body backlog, but request for more funding 
rejected 
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The Los Angeles County 
coroner’s office has cut 
the number of bodies 
waiting to be processed in 
half, said spokesman Ed 
Winter. (File photo by 
Ringo H.W. 

Chiu/Associated Press) 

Of the 60,000 to 80,000 
deaths each year in Los 
Angeles County, about 
20,000 to 25,000 are 
referred to the Department 
of Medical Examiner-Coroner. The 
coroner is located at this facility on North 
Mission Road in Los Angeles. (Photo by 
Dean Musgrove/Los Angeles Daily News) 


A year after the Los Angeles County 
coroner abruptly resigned amid a backlog 
of bodies to be examined and hundreds 
of pending toxicology reports, some 
progress has been made inside one of 
the busiest morgues in the nation. 
However, the department’s request for 
additional funding was rejected Monday 


when the county released its proposed $30 billion budget. 


In March, 2016, 180 bodies were waiting to be processed. That number has now been cut in half, 
according to coroner spokesman Ed Winter. 


On Friday, about 80 bodies were awaiting examination, with 17 scheduled for autopsies, Winter 
said. The number of toxicology reports also has been reduced. Last year, 2,400 reports were 
pending compared with 945 now. 


By this summer, 90 percent of the cases will have toxicology reports completed within 90 days, said 
Dr. Christopher Rogers, acting chief medical examiner-coroner in response to a Southern California 
News Group request for information. 


Several factors have helped make a difference including staffing, Rogers said, and existing staff 
working more than 20,000 hours of overtime. The department also has been helped by contracting 
toxicology testing to the National Medical Services, which has labs across the country, and the 
Orange County Sheriff’s Department, which oversees that county’s medical examiner’s office. 
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“We have achieved a significant reduction in our laboratory backlog and implementation of safety 
measures to ensure that the workload does not reach critical backlog status again,” Rogers said. 

In addition, an active search for a new medical examiner continues, he said. 

Problems exposed 

The department came under scrutiny when Medical Examiner-Coroner Dr. Mark Fajardo resigned 
abruptly in March 2016. At the time, he told reporters he left because it was common to have 40 to 
50 bodies waiting to be processed and the backlog of bodies was “nuts.” In addition, it was taking 
six months for toxicology reports to be completed. The backlog in the toxicology lab meant the 
coroner couldn’t make a ruling on cases, so they remained open, affecting families. 

Fajardo returned to his old job as Riverside County’s chief forensic pathologist, where he earned 
$227,190 in total pay and benefits in 2012 before he came to Los Angeles County, which paid him 
$426,907 in 2014 on his first full year at the job. He did not return requests for comment. 

But a 24-page grand jury report backed up his claims, placing the blame on Los Angeles County’s 
lack of funding. 

“The Board of Supervisors has provided inadequate resources to support the stated significant 
needs of the (Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner),” according to the report titled “Who Cares 
for the Dead When the Dead Don’t Vote?” 

“If these issues are not addressed, DMEC’s accreditation may likely be withdrawn during 2016,” 
according to the report. 

The department received provisional accreditation in October by the National Association of Medical 
Examiners, Rogers said. 

More funding rejected 

But despite the grand jury’s warning, the county’s executive on Monday recommended $38 million in 
its proposed budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal year, or $57,000 less than the current fiscal year. The 
proposed amount is also about $5 million less than requested by the medical-examiner’s office. A 
response by the medical-examiner’s office was unavailable Monday, though funding may change as 
the budget moves through public hearings and deliberations until it is finalized in late June. 

Despite the funding challenges, L.A. County CEO Sachi Hamai says things are improving. 

“We are making good progress with the coroner’s office,” she said during a Monday press 
conference to discuss the county’s overall proposed $30 billion budget. “Several positions were 
given to (the acting chief), and we’re working closely with that department to ensure his needs are 
filled.” 

• RELATED STORY: Lack of resources in LA County coroner’s office nothing new, ex-investigator 
says 

In March 2016, the Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner had 229 positions with 26 vacancies. 
At least 32 people have since been hired, Rogers said. In addition to positions opening up due to 
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retirements, funding approved by the Board of Supervisors —about $2.5 million in September — 
allowed the department to expand the number of positions to 253. 

Rogers said the department is hopeful that the vacant position of coroner’s investigator trainer will 
be filled soon. There were 979 applicants, of which 485 were qualified to take the exam, he said. 

Last year, the medical examiner had asked for more tests on 1,346 bodies, known as deferred 
cases. Currently, there are 1,198, but Rogers anticipates those tests to be completed faster. 

“We have achieved a significant reduction in our laboratory backlog and implementation of safety 
measures to ensure that the workload does not reach critical backlog status again,” he added. “We 
are confident that the backlog will be completely resolved within the next month.” 

Challenges remain 

But the department still faces challenges, Rogers acknowledged, including filling what he called 
critical vacancies for senior criminologists, investigators and physician pathologists. In addition, the 
process to find a permanent chief medical examiner continues. 

“Although the department has made strides in hiring staff and addressing backlogs, we still have 
work ahead,” Rogers noted. “We continue to experience challenges in filling some specialized 
positions.” 

Last fall, when the board allocated the additional $2.5 million, then-Supervisor Michael Antonovich 
requested ongoing updates, and Supervisor Kathryn Barger remains just as concerned, said her 
spokesman, Tony Bell. 

“Supervisor Barger is very concerned that we continue to make the medical examiner’s office one 
that is fully funded and providing a very important service to the community,” Bell said “We are 
looking at the budgetary aspects of the operation and working with the CEO to initiate improvements 
in personnel and facilities.” 

Of the 60,000 to 80,000 deaths each year in Los Angeles County, about 20,000 to 25,000 are 
referred to the Department of Medical Examiner-Coroner. Up to 9,000 bodies are examined closely. 
There are 4,000 autopsies annually, sometimes about 30 a day. Although that’s about the same as 
the medical examiner’s offices in New York City and Chicago, those agencies employ more people, 
according to the grand jury report. 

Families affected 

Bobbie Asano, a resident of Tarrytown, New York, said she experienced the L.A. County backlog 
last summer, when her 69-year-old brother was found dead outside his home near the Baldwin Hills 
area. Police suspected foul play, and his body was taken to the morgue. But it took six weeks for the 
coroner’s office to positively identify him and determine his cause of death: arteriosclerosis. 

In the meantime, Asano said she couldn’t make final arrangements and her brother’s home was 
robbed three times and vandalized as Asano waited for the death certificate so she could move 
ahead with selling his property. 

“I couldn’t do anything until it was resolved,” Asano said. 
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While she understood that the department was short-staffed, she said she “got the run around.” 

Her answers came when she contacted the Los Angeles County Executive Office and 
recommended others who are in the position she was at the time, do the same. 

“That’s the only time I got a response,” she said. “The coroner’s office (understands) what people 
are going through. It’s beyond their capacity with their staffing. But the county needs to understand 
that people suffer because of that. There are consequences. The people in power need to be made 
aware.” 

Copyright© LA Daily NewsCopyright noticePrivacy PolicySite MapDigital First Media 
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Image copyrightCourtesy Ladysmith 
Chamber of Commerce 

A small Canadian town hopes to 
become a tourist attraction thanks to 
the internet fame of a homeowner's 
giant rhododendron. 

The 25ft (7.6m) by 30ft bush in 
Ladysmith, British Columbia, is now 
in peak bloom and putting on quite a 
show. 

The 115-year-old botanical wonder - 
known as Lady Cynthia - will carry about 4,000 spring blossoms over the next couple of weeks. 

The rhododendron is often confused for a tree but is actually a shrub. 

Former Ladysmith councillor and local historian Rob Johnson, 73, has convinced the town's 
Chamber of Commerce to promote "the marvel of nature" as an attraction. 

"It's the size of a small house and is a vibrant pink colour," said Mr Johnson. 

When it is not in bloom, Mr Johnson says it is "just a nice, big, green shrub". 

He said he realised "we should capitalise on this" when he saw the rhododendron attracting 
comment online. 

Local residents in the town of 8,100 have grown accustomed to the huge shrub, which has been in 
Ladysmith since around 1904. 

The first owners of the property are said to have brought Lady Cynthia to the forestry community on 
a sailing ship from Scotland. 

Clearly visible from Ladysmith's harbour, the rhododendron is on a hill in front of a home owned by a 
lawyer from Texas at 226 Kitchener Street. 

Ladysmith's rhododendron is so named because it is a Cynthia hybrid of the plant. 

It was first developed in Devon, England, in the mid-19th Century, but thrives in the mild climate of 
the Pacific Northwest. 



"Lady Cynthia"is now in bloom 
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Another GREAT IDEA! A “HELLHAT” combining a COWBOY HAT 
with a HELMET - and it looks good! The best part: you can make 
one yourself!! horseandman.com 


HOR S 

Exploring the bond between equines and their people. 


LADY WONDER: THE MIND READING MARE 

Thursday, February 27th, 2014 | Filed under Horse Stories, People and Places 

I would have loved to have met her! Wouldn’t you? 

I would have liked to have observed Lady Wonder, the Mind Reading Mare for myself. Was the 
horse amazingly gifted? Or was her owner an amazing trainer? 

In either event, this mare’s skills were freakish. 

Have you read about Lady Wonder the Psychic Horse? 

THE BACK STORY. 

Lady Wonder was born in 1925. At 2 weeks old, 
somehow, this tiny filly ended up as a gift to Claudia 
Fonda (of Richmond, Virginia) from her husband. 

Why this tiny filly was available at 2 weeks old - No 
one seems to know. 

But, they do know that Claudia bottle fed her new 
baby and they had an incredible bond. 

Now, here is where the story gets interesting... 

The Fonda’s noticed that their filly (now aptly named, 
Lady Wonder) would come to them when they 
‘thought’ about calling her, not when they actually called her. 

Hmmmmm. 

So, for some reason that I cannot fathom the inspiration or correlation, Claudia decided to teach LW 
how to communicate via alphabet blocks. 

?? 

And the horse learned. 



Lady Wonder and Claudia Fonda. From all accounts, they 
adored each other. 
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This is what astounds me. The horse learned how to use the alphabet! Whether it was trickery or 
not, that was amazing. 

OK, so back to the story... 

The story continues that LW was able to talk to her owners through the blocks. For example, early 
on, the mare spelled out E-N-G-l-N-E and then a few moments later, a tractor ambled by. 

So, the mare could spell, communicate and - the most important part that was unveiled shortly 
thereafter - could read minds and predict the future. 

Wow! 

It seems that as LW grew, so did her abilities. 

People swear that they would ask the mare questions that she (nor her owner) couldn’t possibly 
know the answers, yet LW answered correctly. 

How? 

Was she gifted? 


BUSINESS 

Mrs. Fonda made a healthy business with her partner 
horse. 

She and her husband crafted a portable, tin alphabet 
board and placed it in her stall. 

Visitors would come from miles around to ask LW 
three questions for one dollar. 

Usually, LW was correct. 

Wow! 

Lady Wonder made National News because all of her visitors would leave excited and perplexed 
exclaiming bewilderment on how the horse knew. 

Over LW’s lifetime, over 150,000 strangers came to visit her. 

She was the most famous non-racehorse in the world at that time. 

So famous were her abilities, detectives went to her to solve crimes... and she helped them. 

Wow! 

DEBUNKING 

Because LW was such a phenomenon, three authorities, parapsychologists Drs. J.B. Rhine, Louisa 
Rhine, and William McDougall, met with LW for extensive testing. 



The Fonda’s created this tin alphabet that LW would nose. 
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All three declared the horse a true psychic. 

Now, this they didn’t do lightly... they put the mare 
through blind testing and all the ‘trick’ tests that one 
would do with a human. 

And, she passed. 

All three believed and never recanted. 

However, many others believed that LW simply took 
cues from her trainer/owner...or was sensitive to the 
body language of the subject in front of her. 

But, how did she know the correct answer to questions 
when her trainer was not in the room and the person 
asking the question was behind a sheet? How did she solve crimes? 

No one is really sure. 

MY THOUGHTS 

I’ve read several articles on Lady Wonder (some of which I’ve pasted below). 

My summation is that... I wasn’t there. I have no idea. 

I’d like to think that if I was there, I would be able to figure it out either by my questions or my 
observations - HOWEVER - I have got to think that with 150,000 visitors, a good amount of them 
would have been horse people. So, some of them had to be able to see the cues..., right? 

And if they didn’t, then who is to say? 

Except that clearly this horse was a great entertainer and a very patient mare. 

Whether she was answering questions for strangers or simply doing what her trainer was cuing, I 
can tell you that MY HORSES would never be able to do that - ever. 

I couldn’t train them and they probably wouldn’t care to learn how to turn over blocks to 
communicate with me. They would much prefer that I learn how to communicate with them. 

Could you imaging if my horses could turn over blocks to make a point? HEL-LO! OMG, the blocks 
would be flying around dinner time, I’ll tell ya. 

So, in my humble opinion... we know nothing for sure other than LW was an excellent entertainer 
who was well cared for, loved and who lived to the ripe old age of 32. 

And heck, she must have been gifted... none of the 150,000 humans who visited her could figure it 
out so she was gifted about something, for sure! 

SOME ARTICLES... 

1) This one is an overview... click here for the original story. 



During her show career, over 150,000 people paid $1 to 
ask 3 questions of Lady Wonder. 
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Psychic Lady Wonder 

Lady Wonder a mare owned by Claudia Fonda of 
Richmond, Virginia, allegedly had psychic abilities. 
When Lady Wonder was two, she astonished 
everyone by showing how she could count and spell 
out simple words by moving toy blocks around with 
her nose and hooves. As they continued to work 
with her, she progressed in her grasp of both the 
English language and in her ability to read people’s 
thoughts. Eventually the wooden blocks were 
replaced with tin plates with letters, and when 
people asked Lady Wonder questions, she would 
respond by using her nose to turn up the letters of a 
big tin alphabet which hung suspended from an iron 
bar in the stall. By flipping the letters, she would eventually spell crude simple responses to any 
questions asked. 

Some of Lady Wonders’ alleged abilities: 

A spectator took a coin from his pocket. None saw the face of it but he. What was the 
date on it? The mare nosed over the blocks, “1-9-1-4.” Correct. 

“Who in the group has on a pink dress?” the mare was asked. “As I live!” exclaimed the 
woman in pink as the mare thrust her head emphatically in the visitor’s direction. 

A spectator picked up the clock and turned the dial to ten minutes past six. Nobody saw 
the figures but he, and he thrust the clock face against his body. 

“What time is it by this clock?” the mare was asked. “Six-one-naught,” replied Lady. 

Mrs. Fonda stands near the mare, but holds no halter. There is no physical contact. Any 
how, Mrs. Fonda does not know the answers. “What is the sum of eight and seven?” 
asks a spectator. And the mare answers lackadaisically: “Fifteen.” 

A visitor holds a pocket knife in his hand. He inquires: “What have I here?” And the mare 
spells out “K-n-i-f-e.” 

“What is the name of this boy at my side?” is the question. And the mare replies: “Leroy.” 

When she noses among the blocks, spelling out the answers, she appears to be going to 
sleep. Her eyelids droop heavily, and her head is sagging indolently. Only when the 
experiments are over does she resume her character as a tense, nervous offspring of a 
race horse. 

In Dec 1928 parapsychologists Drs. J.B. Rhine, Louisa Rhine, and William McDougall, came to the 
stable owned by Mrs. Fonda and conducted several hundred tests with Lady Wonder. For example, 
Dr Rhine wrote on a paper the words Mesopotamia, Hindustan and Carolina and, keeping the words 
out of sight, said “What are the words I have written Lady?” The horse immediately ‘nose-picked’ 
them with out an error. Several baffled scientists and psychologists of the time studied Lady 
Wonder, convinced that the whole thing just had to be a hoax. Or if not a deliberate hoax, then 
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surely either Mrs. Fonda or the 
people who asked the mare to 
answer questions must be giving her 
visual cues that she picked up on. 

It must be said that Dr. Rhine, a 
botanist heavily influenced by the 
spiritualist author of Sherlock 
Holmes, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, investigated the abilities of 
Lady Wonder concluding that there 
was strong evidence for telepathy 
between human and horse. Rhine is 
known fpr founding the 

Parapsychology Lab at Duke Univeristy and the Journal of Parapsychology, but is probably best 
known as the originator of the phenomenon he coined; Extra Sensory Perception (ESP). 

Dr. Maclachlan, who had studied psychic phenomena for years, asserted promptly that he 
considered the mare super-normal, and thought there might be some subconscious connection 
between the mind of the human being and the mind of the animal. As he said: “Now, I am no 
spiritist, mind you,” he suggested, “I am merely interested from a scientific point of view. It seems to 
me that the mare has super-normal powers. It appears that there may be a subconscious 
connection between the mind of man and the mind of an animal.” 

Dr. Gayle laughed and shook his head when asked what he thought of the mare’s achievements. “I 
am perfectly willing to admit that I have no idea how she arrives at the correct answers to our 
questions,” he said. “There is no conscious trickery here, I am convinced. But I am not converted to 
the mind-reading theory. What’s the solution of the puzzle? I don’t know!” (Richmond Times- 
Dispatch, July 18, 1927) 

Dr. Johnson talked very fully about his experiments; “”ln my opinion, the horse knows the answers 
by the movements of the questioners or by the inflection of their voices; or she is affected by a 
purely mental influence,” he asserted. “And we must remember that when the questioner stands 
where she cannot see him, she replies accurately. What are we to conclude.?” 

The prominent illusionist Milbourne Christopher attributed the phenomenon to ideomotor reactions, 
which are those motions that are made unconsciously. Christopher’s view was quite contrary to the 
para-psychological explanation and was able to determine that that Lady Wonder only answered 
questions correctly when her trainer was aware of the answer, much like in the case of the Clever 
Hans. Although Christopher had pointed at ideomotor reactions, similar to those which guided Hans 
to answer his questions, Mrs. Fonda continued charging a dollar for three answers for the abilities of 
Lady Wonder. 

2) This is my favorite article... first hand account of how Lady Wonder was correct about a 
missing child. Click this link for the original story. 

The Mare Solved the Mystery 

By Frank Edwards 



(Could you teach your horse to do this?) (Look at that face.) 
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Three-year-old Ronnie Weitcamp left his three small playmates in the front yard and ran around the 
house. It was a few minutes before noon on October 11th, 1955. Two hours later Ronnie was the 
object of one of the most intensive searches central Indiana ever saw, a search that led into many 
states and, finally, to a horse that had the answer. 

When little Ronnie failed to come in for lunch on that fateful day, his mother inquired of his three 
small playmates, who told her, ‘Ronnie went into the woods and he wouldn’t come out!’ Frantic, the 
mother spread the alarm, for the ‘woods’ to which the children referred constituted thousands of 
acres of scrub timber that spread over the hilly south-central Indiana landscape around the Crane 
Navel Depot where Ronnie’s father worked. If Ronnie was lost in there, finding him quickly was 
imperitive. 

Sheriff’s deputies and Indiana States Police lined up shoulder to shoulder with an estimated fifteen 
hundred employees of the Naval Depot. Ronnie had been missing for only a couple of hours when 
the first search parties were formed; by late afternoon, when the October chill began to settle over 
the scene, long lines of men were scanning the bushes and ravines for some trace of the youngster. 
They were working against time, for without shelter it was highly improbable that Ronnie could live 
through the night. 

When the searchers came in empty handed, long after dark, the case took a different twist. Ronnie 
was a very pretty little fellow and very friendly. Had he taken up with some stranger and been 
abducted? The searchers felt certain that they had not overlooked him. They had tramped through 
thickets and creeks and gullies for hours, covering far more ground than a three-year-old boy could 
conceivably encompass in the same period of time. Had he been kidnapped, after all? 

Once the story hit the front pages of the newspapers and the broadcast services, tips poured in from 
all sides. Ronnie was seen in a bus station; he was seen with a young man dressed in a hunting 
costume walking along a street in an Illinois town about a hundred miles from Crane, Indiana. 
Authorities were overlooking no bets. With the aid of the F.B.I. they ran down every ‘clue’ and each 
fruitless tip. Among others, the newspapers played up the yarn of a drunken veterinarian in New 
Jersey who blabbed that the missing child was buried in the backyard of the Weitcamp home. 

As a news director of television station WTTV at Bloomington, I was one of the first to be contacted 
by the authorities in this case, since our Bloomington studios were only about twenty-five miles from 
the scene of the search. We flashed the picture of Ronnie Weitcamp at two-hour intervals, in the 
hope that someone might recognize him and give the authorities the lead that would return the child 
to his grief-stricken parents and his brothers and sisters. I televised an interview with the parents in 
the faint hope that if the child had been abducted the guilty party might realize the enormity of the 
crime and return the child. All our efforts were in vain; Ronnie Weitcamp had vanished without a 
trace. 

Eleven days dragged by and still no trace of little Ronnie. Even the ‘tips’ and ‘leads’ from persons 
who thought they had seen him petered out. The story dropped to the inside pages of the Indiana 
newspapers, to be replaced in the headlines with newer and fresher matters. 

On the night of October 22nd, after the search for Ronnie Weitcamp had come to a halt for lack of 
any further leads, my wife and I were discussing the matter and she recalled the strange case of a 
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few years before in which authorities in a New England city had credited a most unusual source with 
helping them solve the mystery of a missing child. 

The authorities in that case said they had found the child with information supplied by a talking 
horse! 

When my wife reminded me of the incident, I could recall that I had seen it on the news wires, but I 
was understandably vague on details. Yet it took only a few minutes’ searching through the files of 
my broadcast scripts to come up with the details: 

In Richmond, Virginia, there was a most unusual horse known as Lady Wonder. In response to 
questions, the horse would use her nose to flip up large tin letters which hung from a bar across her 
stall. By flipping up these letters she spelled out words in answer to questions put to her. 

When the police authorities of Norfolk County, Massachusetts, had to admit failure in their months- 
long search for four-year-old Danny Matson, they turned in desperation to Lady Wonder. According 
to the District Attorney of Quincy, the horse directed them to a water-filled stone quarry which had 
already been searched without result. But this time, with misgivings, they searched the quarry again 
and found the body of Danny Matson, exactly as the horse had indicated. 

The so-called ‘talking horse’ had apparently been able to direct the authorities to the missing Danny 
Matson. Could the same animal do as much in the case of Ronnie Weitcamp? 

Since I could not get away to make the trip to Richmond, Virginia, myself, I immediately got in touch 
by long-distance telephone with a close personal friend in Washington, D.C., about a hundred and 
seventy-five miles from Richmond. It took considerable persuasion on my part to induce my friend 
and a companion to make the trip; after all, who wants to drive a hundred and seventy-five miles to 
talk to a horse? 

They went reluctantly, They returned bewildered. 

Mrs. Fonda, the owner of the horse, was ill, and Lady Wonder was more than thirty years old, a 
veritable Methuselah of her species. After convincing Mrs. Fonda that their case was an emergency, 
my friends were finally permitted to enter the stable to question the horse. 

The first question they put to her was, ‘Do you know why we are here?’ 

Without hesitation the horse spelled out ‘B-O-Y.’ 

‘Do you know the boy’s name?’ 

Lady Wonder flipped up the letters ‘R-O-N-E.’ (Was she trying to spell ‘Ronnie’?) 

‘Is he dead or alive?’ 

‘D-E-A-D.’ 

‘Was he kidnapped?’ 

‘N-O.’ 

‘Will he be found?’ 
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‘Y-E-S.’ 

‘Where?’ 

‘H-O-L-E.’ 

‘Is he more than a quarter of a mile from where he was last seen?’ 

‘Y-E-S.’ 

‘More than a mile?’ 

‘N-O.’ 

‘What is near him?’ 

‘E-L-M.’ 

‘What kind of soil?’ 

‘S-A-N-D.’ 

‘When will he be found?’ 

‘D-E-C.’ 

With that the ancient mare turned and shuffled unsteadily out of the stable, the interview at an end. 
My friends hastened to the nearest telephone to recount their unusual experience to me. 

It was a strange performance, indeed, but to Lady Wonder it was an old, old story. 

Mrs. Fonda purchased her in 1925, when she was a two-week-old colt. Shortly thereafter Mrs. 
Fonda and her husband noticed a most peculiar trait that the colt had developed-she did not wait to 
be called but came trotting out of the field when either of the Fondas thought of calling her. By the 
time she was two years old Lady Wonder had learned to count and to spell out short words by 
tumbling children’s blocks around with her nose. One day she spelled out the word ‘engine’ and a 
moment later a huge tractor came chugging past the house. 

The fame of the fabulous mare spread rapidly. Thousands of people came from all parts of the 
continent to seek answers to their questions. Mrs. Fonda placed a charge of fifty cents per question 
on their queries. Patiently, Lady Wonder nuzzled the tin letters into position to spell out words and 
sentences. According to the Chicago Tribune, the mare predicted that Franklin D. Roosevelt would 
be the next President of the United States, making the prediction even before F.D.R. had been 
nominated. She correctly predicted the winners of races (until Mrs. Fonda refused to accept any 
more questions of that type) and in fourteen out of seventeen years she correctly predicted the 
winner of the World Series. Lady Wonder sometimes ventured into the field of mathematics, as for 
instance the time when she quickly gave the cube root of 64 to a group of visiting students. Dr. J. B. 
Rhine, the famed Duke University specialist in extrasensory perception, spent about two weeks 
studying and testing Lady Wonder. He and his assistants came away convinced, so they reported, 
that she had some sort of genuine telepathic powers. 
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Admittedly, Lady Wonder was a most unusual horse. She had unhesitatingly spelled out answers in 
reply to the questions my friends had put to her. Did I dare use such material on my television news 
programme? What would happen if I did use it? 

It was a difficult decision for me to make, but I finally decided to broadcast the replies just as Lady 
Wonder had given them ... for what they might be worth, if anything. All other avenues which might 
have led to the missing Ronnie Weitcamp had dwindled to nothing. Anything that might lead to his 
recovery was worth trying at that stage of the search. 

On the night of October 24, 1955, I broadcast the strange story of Lady Wonder and her replies to 
questions about Ronnie Weitcamp. 

I was the target for editorial ridicule from various newspapers in central Indiana. There was some 
very pointed criticism, tinged with sneers, from one of the Naval Depot officials who insisted that the 
missing child was still alive and had been kidnapped. 

The weeks dragged along without a trace of little Ronnie. 

Then, on the afternoon of Sunday, December 4, two teen-age boys found Ronnie’s body. Authorities 
determined that Ronnie had been dead when Lady Wonder said he was dead; that he had not been 
kidnapped; that he had died of exposure shortly after he disappeared. The child’s body was found in 
a thicket in a brushy gully or ravine, in sandy soil, a little more than a mile from where he was last 
seen. There were a few saplings in the vacinity; the nearest tree was an elm about thirty feet from 
the body. And the child was found in December, just as Lady Wonder had predicted many weeks 
before. 

To those who were familiar with this unusual mare and her past performances, the case of Ronnie 
Weitcamp was an old, old story. To me, it was by all odds the strangest story that I had ever 
reported in my thirty-one years of news broadcasting 

3) This article chronicles the debunking... 

Abraham Kovoor’s Case Diary: Lady Wonder: A Mind-Reading Horse! 

Saturday, August 25, 2012 carvaka 


Abraham Kovoor 


In Richmond, Virginia, one Mrs. C.D. Fonda owned a horse named ‘Lady Wonder’ reputed to 
possess psychic powers. In the journal of ‘Abnormal and Social Psychology’, Volume 23 (1929), on 
page 449-466 there appeared an article headed “An investigation of a Mind-reading Horse” by Dr. 
J.B. Rhine and Dr. Lousia E. Rhine of Duke University. This article stated in parts: 


“The animal, subject of the experiment herein described, is a three-year-old filly, Lady 
Wonder, owned by Mrs. C.D. Fonda of Richmond, Virginia. According to reports which 
led to our enquiry, the horse could make predictions, solve simple arithmetic problems, 
answer questions aptly and intelligently, and do all these without verbal commands. All 
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what was needed was that the question be written down and shown to Mrs. Fonda. In 
Mrs. Fonda’s opinion these accomplishments of the horse were due to a combination of 
unusual intelligence and the capacity for mind-reading”. 


“Our Experiments were begun on December 3rd, 1927, and ended on January 15th 
1928, covering In this period a total of six days. The tests were made at the residence of 
Mrs. Fonda in a demonstration tent 9x12 feet. 

“Professor William McDougall was present and participated in the experiments on two 
days and the Assistant Superintendent of District Schools Mr. John F. Thomas on one 
day. Others present were Mrs. C.D. Fonda, Dr. J.B. Rhine, and Dr. Lousia Rhine”. 


So, Dr. Rhine after employing his great telepathy testing technique on Lady Wonder for six days 
aided by a number of his colleagues including his superior at Duke University, Professor William 
McDougall, and after taking one year’s time to think over the matter and discuss with his colleagues, 
wrote:- 


“There is left only the telepathic explanation, the transference of mental influence by an 
unknown process. Nothing was discovered that failed to accord with it, and no other 
hypothesis seems tenable in view of the results”. 


In plain language the above simply means that the scientists of the department of psychology of 
Duke University have stated in print their conclusion that Mrs. Fonda’s horse was capable of reading 
a person’s mind. 

Lady Wonder, thanks to Dr. Rhine, became the most famous non-racing horse in the world, and 
helped her owner earn fabulous fortune. This wonderful story of Lady Wonder was featured In 
newspapers and magazines, including a spread in the LIFE magazine. The 1956 July Issue of 
CHALLENGE credits Lady Wonder with aiding the police in finding the dead body of a young boy. 

It is estimated that Lady Wonder, since the day that Dr. Rhine pronounced her psychic, has been 
seen and talked to by 1,50,000 visitors who came to seek her help to solve their problems. 

As the fame of Lady Wonder reached Professor John Scarne in New Jersey, he decided to 
investigate the case himself. One afternoon Searne visited Mrs. Fonda’s farm in the company of 
Donald Grey. They waited till the crowd of people who were having their minds read thinned out, 
and entered a tent in which there were Mrs. Fonda and the three-year-old filly Lady Wonder. 

Lady Wonder was standing in front of a table on which were arranged several rows of lettered 
wooden blocks each showing one letter of the alphabet. Mrs. Fonda explained to Scarne and others 
there that Lady Wonder, after reading their mind, would answer the questions by spelling out the 
answers. She went on to explain that the horse’s nose would touch one letter at a time and thereby 
spell out the answer to the question. 


http://www.horseandman.com/people-and-places/lady-wonder-horse-magical-esp-powers/02/27/2014/ 


10/14 



6/17/2017 


LADY WONDER: THE MIND READING MARE - Horse and Man 


Scarne did not say a word but just tried to look interested in a police officer in uniform talking to the 
horse. This officer had come from Chicago to consult Lady Wonder to solve a bank robbery. He 
asked the horse, “Lady, do you know why I came”. 

Lady Wonder nosed the blocks and spelled out YES. He then asked in a nervous voice, “Lady 
Wonder, how shall I go about it?” Lady Wonder then nosed the letters WORK. 

The police officer then asked in a begging tone, “I am sorry Lady for asking so many questions, but 
please tell me where the robbers are at present”. 

The horse touched the letters C.H.I for Chicago. It could not complete the word because Ihe letter 
C would have to be used twice, which meant Mrs. Fonda would have to move the block C in its 
original position. She made it a practice never to come in front of the horse during performance. 

The police officer then turned to the horse and said, “Thank you Lady. You have been of great help 
to me”. 

Mrs. Fonda then told Scarne to ask any question he wished. How do I do that?” Scarne asked. Mrs. 
Fonda replied, Just say, Lady please tell me how did I come here?” Scarne repeated the question. 

Lady wonder moved her head a bit, and then dropped her head close to the lettered blocks on the 
table. After a few seconds of hesitation Lady’s nose pushed the blocks marked C. She brought her 
head upward again, then down again and the nose pushed the block marked A. Next she pushed R. 
The three letters spelled out the word CAR. 

After this demonstration of mind-reading by Lady Wonder, Scarne turned to Mrs. Fonda and said, 
’’That’s wonderful, but I have a question I am thinking of that I would like the Lady to answer. How 
do I ask her without telling her what the question is?” 

Mrs. Fonda seemed stumped for a moment, then handed over a pad and pencil to Scarne and said, 
“Write your question in this pad, and don’t let the lady see it”. Scarne wrote the question on the pad, 
but did so without Mrs. Fonda seeing it. 

Mrs. Fonda looked a hit disappointed, but turned to lady and asked her to answer professor Scarne’ 
s question. The horse did not move its head, and the reason was obvious to Scarne. After a few 
minutes’ wait Scarne realized that if Mrs. Fonda did not see his question, the horse was not going to 
push the blocks with her nose. 

So Scarne decided to let Mrs. Fonda get a glimpse of the question without his apparently knowing 
what she did. As Scarne turned to talk to his friend Grey, he surreptitiously turned over the pad so 
that Mrs. Fonda could read the question, which read “Where do I live?” Scarne turned around after 
he was convinced that Mrs. Fonda had seen the question, and immediately Lady Wonder started to 
push around the blocks and spelled the word NEW YORK. 

Scarne acted surprised and said, “That is wonderful. How did Lady know that I lived in New York?” 
(Scarne actually lived in New Jersey). Scarne gave Mrs. Fonda her fee - five dollars - and left with 
Grey. 
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As Scarne was driving back he could not help but wonder if it were true that the professors from the 
Duke University had been fooled by such an obvious bit of horseplay on the part of Mrs. Fonda. 

According to Scarne, the only clever thing with Mrs. Fonda and her mind-reading horse was Mrs. 
Fonda’s salesmanship in duping the professors. 

The simple fact of making Lady Wonder push the blocks with her nose at the proper time is 
explained by Scarne thus:- 


“Mrs. Fonda carried a small whip in her right hand, and she cued the horse by waving It. 

I detected Mrs. Fonda doing it every time the horse moved the lettered blocks with the 
nose. This method of doing the trick might have puzzled me if I hadn’t known that the 
placement of horse’s eyes on ‘either side of the head gave them wide backward range of 
peripheral vision. Therefore it offered no problem for me to detect. 


“Mrs. Fonda, when cueing Lady Wonder, stood about two-and-a-half feet behind, and 
approximately at a 60-degree angle to Lady’s head. The shaking of the whip first time 
was the signal for Lady to bend her head within a couple of inches to the blocks. A 
second shake of the whip was the cue for Lady to continuously move her head in a bent 
position back and forth over the blocks. When Lady Wonder’s head was just above the 
desired block Mrs. Fonda made the horse touch the block with her nose by shaking the 
whip a third time. It was as simple as that”. (The Amazing World, pp. 247-53). 


It does not surprise me that Professor William McDougall was duped by a trickster woman and her 
trained horse, but I am surprised that Dr. J.B. Rhine who is a biologist should have forgotten the fact 
that a horse with its laterally placed eyes could see what was taking place behind it. 

With the publication of Professor Scarne’s investigations came the end of Lady Wonder’s mind¬ 
reading career. 

Need for Intellectual Integrity 

For the sake of maintaining a high degree of integrity for his researches and writings it was the duty 
of Dr. Rhine himself to have given publicity about his failure to detect the fraud practised by Mrs. 
Fonda. After all, scientists, unlike Popes, are not infallible. Had not Professor John Scarne exposed 
this hoax, still the world would have believed, on the authority of Dr. Joseph Banks Rhine, Director 
of Parapsychology at Duke University, that telepathy occurs even among animals. 

Since the name of his research laboratory was linked up with the widely publicized “submarine 
telepathy”, which was later proved to be a carefully planned fraud, was it not the duty of Dr. Rhine to 
have published a disclaimer? His absolute silence with regard to these two frauds, with which his 
names was connected directly or indirectly, gives sufficient room for people to suspect Rhine’s 
integrity. 
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6 comments have been posted... 

1 . 

person #4 20/02/2017 at 10:29 
i neeed a video on lady wonder!!!! 

2 . 

Helen Andrasko 17/10/2015 at 00:32 

After reading this, I have more confidence that the conversations I have had with different 
animals was genuine. It never dawned on me to comment on this until one woman who 
passed me stated, You are the woman who talks to horses. To test this out further I went by 
each stall and spoke telepathically with the horses. One told me he had an upset stomach that 
morning, etc. When I verified this with the owners of the horses, they verified what I said. In 
another home, the dog told me that he was blamed for something he did not do. When I 
discussed this with the owner, she realized the dog was protecting her daughter and her 
husband thought he wanted to hurt her. That was one happy dog when I left. 

3. 

Bettejo Dux 01/09/2015 at 13:47 

BTW, I actually spoke with Dr. Rhine- on the phone- about Lady years ago when he was in 
Honolulu and I was writing for The Honolulu Star Bulletin/Advertiser. Bettejo Dux 

4. 

Bettejo Dux 01/09/2015 at 13:45 
I hope you published what I wrote.... 

5. 

Bettejo Dux 01/09/2015 at 13:44 

I love this. I’m a writer-you can find my books on Amazon-horse lovers read The Scam-I live 
on Kauai. My old horse Aristotle has suddenly become famous because of a column I wrote 
about D. Scott Sims, the Aloha Vet, who was Ari’s surgeon. I’m sending people to this site. All 
horsemen-l mean ALL HORSEMEN-say, “never let two horses put their head together.” And 
I’ve witnessed a wonderful event when my Appy and my Show Shetland solved a little problem 
they had with a puppy who was a dreadful dog in the manger. Anyway, I love you all. Hope 
you love me and Aristotle. I’m writing a column on Ari now: From the Horses Mouth” which is 
all fiction. But I think you’ll enjoy it. Bettejo Dux 
Look for me in your search engine 
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6 . 

marty whittle 29/07/2014 at 13:50 

Oh how I would have loved to have met her!!! I wonder if there are any like her around and we 
thick headed bi-peds can’t see them. I think my old horse would have had fun with this . He 
talked alot. 
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Landslide buries California's scenic highway near Big Sur - CNN.com 
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By Nicole Chavez and Keith Allen, CNN 

© Updated 2:29 AM ET, Wed May 24, 2017 



Pacific Coast Highway in California covered by massive landslide in Monterey County. 


Story highlights 


(CNN) — The sweeping views of a coastal scenic highway in 
California are gone. 


Access closed as landslide along highway 
extends about a quarter mile 

Area has been hit by several landslides since 
January 


A portion of the Pacific Coast Highway, considered by some as 
one of the most scenic drives in the U.S., was buried in dirt and 
stones by a massive landslide, the California Department of 
Transportation said. 

On Saturday, more than a million tons of rock and dirt fell down 
the slope and onto the ocean about 8 miles north of San Luis 
Obispo. 
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Big Sur landslide pic - shared by some friends at USGS. V 

landslide 

5:20 PM -23 May 2017 


760 907 


Live TV 


The landslide along California's State Route 1 extends about a quarter mile and has the road covered in a 35-40 
feet deep layer of dirt. The highway runs through Big Sur, which is a major tourist attraction. 

Authorities have closed all access to the highway and they don't know when it will be reopened. 

"No words needed but here's a few: million tons of rock/dirt, about 1/3 mile of roadway covered 35-40 feet deep. 
Mother Nature hard at work," a spokesperson for the transportation department wrote on Twitter. 
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"The slide went from bad to worse over the weekend," a Monterey County sheriff's office spokesperson said on 
Facebook. 

There were no injuries or damage reported, officials said. 

The highway had been closed for some time because crews were working to remove debris from an earlier 
landslide. 
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~a, which relies heavily on tourism as it's frequented by ocean scenery enthusiasts, has been hit by several 
landslides since January that caused temporary road closures. 
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Legal Humor. Seriously. 

Court: Lawyer Who Gave Himself Award Can’t Sue People Who Reported He Did That 

May 19, 2017 

Prof. Eugene Volokh reports today 
on Levitt v. Digital First Media, 
decided this week by the Michigan 
Court of Appeals. Now I’m also 
reporting on that, and on Prof. 
Volokh’s report, reasonably secure 
in the knowledge that Levitt can’t 
sue either one of us for 
these reports, because that’s what 
the court just held. 


According to the opinion, Todd Levitt is an attorney and was an adjunct professor at Central 
Michigan University. In 2014, Levitt sued a CMU student who had created a Twitter account making 
fun of him. It wasn’t active for long, but Levitt sued the student for libel, business defamation, and 
tortious interference, among other things. But the account was an obvious parody, the courts later 
held, and therefore protected by the First Amendment. 

While that case (Levitt v. Felton) was still pending in the trial court, The Morning Sun newspaper ran 
an article on it describing the allegations and discovery responses. In particular, the article 
said Levitt had “admitted in court documents” that he had created a “top college lawyer” award and 
then “awarded it to himself so he could say he had won an award. Presumably, that was one of the 
things Felton was mocking him for, and Felton had served discovery on Levitt to get him to admit it 
was true. The article was headlined “Attorney suing student admits to fake award.” 

Levitt then sued the newspaper, its parent company, and the reporter who wrote the story, again 
claiming libel and so forth. Defendants moved to dismiss on the grounds that the article was a fair 
and substantially true account of the case. Levitt disputed that, emphasizing (in the court’s words) 
“that the headline stating that he admitted to a fake award was false.” 

Had he created a website called topcollegelawyers.com? Yes. Did that website declare that 
Levitt had been named the first “College Lawyer of the Year”? Yes. Had he personally selected the 
members of the “independent search committee” that ultimately selected him as the winner? Well, 
yes. But Levitt submitted affidavits from both of those people (apparently there were only two) who 
testified under oath that they had, in fact, chosen Levitt to receive the award “on the basis of the 
website’s criteria.” I presume those criteria included something other than “the winner shall be Todd 
Levitt,” so they could truthfully testify under oath that it was just a remarkable coincidence that they 
had, in fact, chosen Todd Levitt to receive the award Todd Levitt had created and asked them to 
award. 



I guess he could sue us, but he wouldn’t win. 
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In other words, Levitt’s argument was that he did not technically admit he had awarded a “fake” 
award “to himself,” for the reasons above. 

Incredibly, the trial court bought this, at least for purposes of summary judgment. It concluded that 
defendants hadn’t met their burden to show the article was substantially true (plaintiff would’ve had 
the burden at trial, but defendants have the burden to show trial isn’t necessary) because the “gist” 
of the article, basically as set forth in the headline, “produced a different effect on the reader than 
the literal truth.” The Court of Appeals’ decision this week corrects that mistake. 

That court agreed Levitt was not a “public figure” for this purpose, but noted that the case involved 
media defendants and a “matter of public interest,” namely a court case involving allegations of 
improper marketing of legal services. It’s not clear to me whether that means Levitt would have had 
to prove “actual malice,” but it didn’t matter because the court held the report was in fact 
“substantially true,” which was an absolute defense to all of his claims here (emphasis added 
below): 

Articles with “minor inaccuracies” that do “not alter the complexion of the affair and would 
have no different effect on the reader than that which the literal truth would produce” are 
substantially true. 


In this case, although it is technically true that plaintiff did not “admit” that the College 
Lawyer of the Year award was “fake” or admit in a court document that he “awarded” the 
“ ‘top college lawyer’ recognition ... to himself,” we conclude that these inaccuracies 
[aren’t “substantial”].... [PJIaintiff admitted that he commissioned the 
topcollegelawyers.com website and created the College Lawyer of the Year award to 
generate profits. He further conceded that he established the criteria for the award, 
chose the persons who comprised the committee that selected the award recipient, won 
the award, and then broadcast this as an accomplishment on a marketing website. 

Although the article contained slight inaccuracies, we conclude that the sting of the 
article’s headline would not have a different effect on a reader than the literal truth. 

No kidding. 

Note: Michigan apparently does not have an “anti-SLAPP” statute, which makes lawsuits like this 
one easier to get rid of. As I think I’ve mentioned before, California does. As I also think I’ve 
mentioned before, that’s where I live. 

As the disclaimer states in much more detail, please do not consider anything you read here to be 
"legal advice." (Not that you would do that. This is for those other people.) 

© 2006-2017 Kevin Underhill CC 3.0 
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... or so they thought. 


Les Hewitt 
May 1,2017 

Pauline Picard disappeared but then they found her 


Most parents know that raising a child is a full-time job and requires the deepest love a human can give. Being a 
parent of a child that goes missing must surely rank as one of the most horrendous experiences anyone can 
suffer. It was April 1922 when two-year-old Pauline Picard was playing on the family farm in Goas al Ludu, 
Brittany, France, when she disappeared. 


The Search for Pauline Picard 


Pauline’s frantic parents enlisted the help of the local police and scores of volunteers in the search for her. This 
thorough search turned up no trace of the missing girl and hopes began to fade. Pauline’s parents, however, 
never stopped believing or hoping that something would turn up. A few weeks after Pauline Picard vanished, it 
seemed as though fate had smiled down on her worried parents. 

News broke that a girl matching Pauline’s description was seen in Cherbourg. A local police officer found the girl 
and placed her in a hospice for caretaking. Authorities showed a photograph of the toddler to Pauline’s mother 
and she burst into tears with recognition of her daughter. Le Matin French newspaper reported on May 8 that 
Mrs. Picard said, “That’s my daughter.” The Picards quickly boarded a train to Cherbourg to retrieve the little girl 
at the hospice, but after spending about two hours with her, they realized that the little girl didn’t recognize the 
couple. She looked like Pauline, but she wasn’t behaving like her. 

Reunion With the Family 

Nonetheless, they took the lost toddler home to the family farm with the hope that her memories would return. 
Also according to Le Matin in their May 12 article, the other Picard children immediately recognized Pauline. The 
neighbors too believed her to be Pauline, and local police believed they had reunited the family. Everyone was 
overwhelmed with the relief of finding the toddler, and no-one seemed too concerned about how she ended up 
in Cherbourg in the first place. How could she have made that journey of some 200 miles in just several weeks? 

The reunion 
between the Picards 
and their daughter 
did not go entirely 
according to plan. 
From the very 
beginning, Pauline 
seemed to be very 
fearful and shy, and 
at no time did she 
converse in her 
native dialect. Her 
parents attributed 
these discrepancies 
as trauma and 

largely ignored them for several more weeks. At one point, the Picards reported that Pauline was becoming 
herself again and seemed to remember the farm. However, the more time the family spent together, the more 
the Picards were uncertain if it was really their daughter. 

Discovery of a Little Body 

On May 27, Le Petit Parisien reported that a cyclist had found the body of a little girl about 800 meters from the 
Picard farm. The body was badly decomposed and the hands, feet, and head were missing. Next to the body 






avait-il ete vole ? 


* 44 - 


On trouve a Cherbourg la petite 

qui fut enlevie il y ft 
un mois, dans la corn de la feme 
de ses parents en Bretagne 
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were neatly folded clothes. Pauline’s mother indicated that the clothes were the ones Pauline had on when she 
disappeared. Interestingly, the body was in a place that investigators searched multiple times during the initial 
investigation of Pauline Picard’s disappearance. Residents also indicated that they passed that exact spot 
numerous times and had never seen a body there. They speculated that someone must have placed the body 
there rather recently. 

The same article reported that a local farmer by the name of Yves Martin who had gone raving mad asked the 
Picards if they had found little Pauline. When they said they had, he asked if they were sure if it was her. Then 
he made a comment that he was guilty and then he left with a crazy look in his eyes. 

Also on May 27, Le Matin reported that investigators had found a head near the body. Subsequently, they 
determined that it was too large to belong to the small body. 

Unexplained Mysteries and Questions 

At that point, there was a little girl who looked like Pauline Picard but didn’t act like Pauline living with the 
Picards. Nearly a kilometer away from the farm, a cyclist found the body of a little girl with Pauline’s clothing 
lying nearby. The most identifying parts of the body - the hands, feet, and head - were missing, while the parts 
animals mostly attack first were still intact. A strange skull found near the body was not hers. Furthermore, a 
crazy farmer had stated that he was guilty, but of what was anyone’s guess. 

There are still so many questions. Many of the townsfolk believed that Pauline was still alive somewhere. 
Assuming that this is true, then who was the little girl that had wandered Cherbourg alone, and why didn’t her 
real parents ever claim her? How could the Picard family and neighbors identify the girl as Pauline?What did 
Yves Martin mean? Was he responsible for one or both victims? And who’s skull did they find? Is this simply a 
situation in which, like the Bobby Dunbar case of 1912, everyone wanted to believe so desperately that the 
missing child was still alive, the family easily adopted a child that wasn’t theirs? 

The Picards spent the rest of their lives wondering what ultimately happened to their daughter. In June, the little 
girl found in Cherbourg sadly went to an orphanage and spent the rest of her life in anonymity. 

References: 

Note: This article relies on reports by French reporting agencies (as translated). Some details from the New 
York Times report are inconsistent with those original French sources. English translations of French 
newspapers, Le Matin and Le Petit Parisien, are by nursejessika on Reddit.com. 

Les Hewitt 
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One wild ride. 


By Steven Hoffer 

A Massachusetts woman was arrested on Monday after she knocked over six mail boxes while 
driving drunk with a lizard in her bra, police said. 

Amy Rebello-McCarthy, 39, was slurring her words when authorities in Taunton caught up with her 
and her crashed 1999 Mercedes C280. 


The scene was not pretty: 



But the situation only got more wild from there. 

According to a police account posted to Facebook: 

Prior to transporting the parties to the police department 
Amy revealed that she was in possession of a Bearded 
Dragon Lizard. (You can’t make this stuff up) 

Where does one hold a Bearded Dragon Lizard while 
driving you ask? 

Answer: In their brassiere of course!! The Bearded Dragon 
Lizard was transferred to the Taunton Police Department 
and turned over to the Animal Control Officer. 

And yes, there is a picture of that lizard: 



Police also noted a male passenger with 
Rebello-McCarthy, who they said was 
carrying an airsoft replica of a semi¬ 
automatic weapon and was unable to “recall 
his first or last name as he slurred his way 
through the conversation.” 

Authorities later identified him as 22-year- 
old Marvin K. Kyewalyanga, according to 
WJAR. 

Police said that Rebello-McCarthy flattened 
all four of her tires and ripped off both 


bumpers in the accident. 


Rebello-McCarthy was charged with operating a motor vehicle under the influence of liquor, driving 
to endanger, and marked lane violation. 


The truth is stranger than fiction. Step into the world of weird news. Learn more 
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Steinberg: 25 years on, the soggy story of the Loop Flood lingers 

My first thought was: A bomb went off. 

An atomic bomb, maybe. Why else would 
thousands of office workers be evacuating 
the Loop at midday? 

The truth — not that we knew it right away — 
was far less cataclysmic but in a sense even 
stranger. 

It was noon, and I was getting ready to head 
downtown for the 2-to-10 p.m. shift as a 
reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times. I turned 
on the TV in that pre-Internet era, and the 
noon news showed workers carrying files, streaming from buildings downtown. 

In September 1991, workers aboard a “spud scow” from the Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company 
had been on the Chicago River, replacing rotten pilings — those wooden poles driven into the river 
bottom to protect the foundations of drawbridges from errant boats — at the southeast end of the 
Kinzie Street bridge. 

Putting new pilings exactly where the rotted ones were proved difficult. The bridgetender’s house 
was in the way. So they moved the new pilings — wooden telephone poles chained together — 
about a yard south. Just enough of a shift — by a foot, it was later estimated — that it cracked the 
ceiling of the underground tunnels that crisscross downtown. 

The arched tunnels were hand-dug around 1900 by a short-lived telephone company. Seven and a 
half feet high, six feet wide, they moved freight, coal and ash on small trains. No other American city 
has a similar system. 

Trucks proved more efficient, though, so the train network was abandoned in 1959. The tunnels 
were largely forgotten. 

Phone and cable companies still went down there to run conduits through the passageways, 
though, and the network was certainly on city plans. 

In December, telecom workers noticed water dribbling through the crack and leakage from the river. 
They reported that to the city in January, with a videotape showing men in thigh-deep water in the 
tunnel. 

The city did what it does so well: nothing. Actually, it inched toward action, putting the repair job out 
for bid. By later estimates, the repair would have cost $10,000 had it been done in a timely fashion. 
But it wasn’t. 
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Leak drains 


Across the river, streetlights went out 
downtown. In the subway tunnels, water was 
cascading over open electrical circuit panels, 
so the CTA cut power to the trains. Electrical 
units across 24 square blocks of the city were shorting out, basements being a common location for 
transformers and air-conditioning systems. 


Water keeps busy even while bureaucracy dawdles, and that morning 
the crack became a hole the size of an automobile, and the trickle 
turned into a torrent as the Chicago River began pouring into the 47 
miles of tunnel system and into the basements of Loop office buildings 
and businesses south of the river. 

It was Monday, April 13, 1992. 

Before dawn, employees of the Merchandise 
Mart noticed two inches of water in the 
basement. They called the fire department. By 
the time firefighters arrived, that two inches 
had become two feet, on its way to 38 feet. 

“Fish are swimming in the basement of the 
Mart,” said radio reporter Larry Langford. 



Three of the six sub-basements at the Marshall Field’s State Street store 
were completely flooded, and the famous Field’s clock stopped at 7:14. It 
wouldn’t start again until the day after Labor Day. 

The Chicago Board of Trade, the Chicago Board Options Exchange and the 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange all suspended trading, the effects rippling 
across the world. 



The First National Bank of Chicago sent traders to 
its office in London; they didn’t return for three 
months. 

At the County Building, workers scrambled to 
rescue records, some a century old. With the 
courts closed at the Daley Center, lawyers raced 
to the Skokie courthouse to file the first of a lake 
of lawsuits — so many that, by summer, a pair of 
industrious Evanstonians would start publishing 
an eight-page, biweekly Chicago Tunnel Litigation 
Reporter, charging $400 a year to subscribe. 


The destructive torrent didn’t sink the city’s scheduled naming of a new police superintendent, Matt 
Rodriguez, though never was a top cop appointment more overshadowed. 


Loop crime would tumble in the coming weeks because stores were closed and nobody was around 
to rob, except gawkers looking for evidence of the most subtle disaster ever — a flood in which 
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nobody above ground got wet, a catastrophe without casualties, where damage to property was 
hidden, in basements submerged, inventory ruined and business lost. But 200 extra police officers 
were assigned overnight since burglar alarms were without power. 

The paper sent me to City Hall. My strongest memory is of crossing Wacker Drive and coming face- 
to-face with a phalanx of mounted police officers in triangular formation, one rider followed by two 
followed by three, trotting up the center of Wabash Avenue. Around City Hall, streets were clogged 
with pumps and dehumidifiers, banks of lights, mobile emergency command centers. 

Nobody can ignore a problem like Americans can, but once our face is stuck in a situation, we do 
assemble the resources. 


Not quickly enough, though, for the American Society of Public Administrators, whose national 
convention, which began that same Monday, brought 12,000 officials to what, until that morning, had 
been the City That Works. Their seminar — “How Chicago Government Works,” scheduled for that 
evening at City Hall — had to be scrubbed because the building had no electricity. 


Mention the Loop Flood to many Chicagoans today, and the first thing they will mention is 
mattresses being thrown into the hole in the river at Kinzie Street — a kind of symbol of civic 
bungling. Some dismiss that as a myth. Others say they were at the scene. 



“They brought them, but they never used 
them,” says J.J. Madia, a civil engineer who 
for 20 years has monitored the tunnels for the 
city. 


Chicago architect Geoffrey Goldberg, on 
Daley’s staff at the time, says using 
mattresses is “not as dumb as it sounds.” He 
points out that mattresses were used in World 
War II as emergency blockage for tears in 
torpedoed ships. 


Tuesday, the day after the flood began, 

dawned with 150 
buildings downtown 
without power. 
Bellhops used 
flashlights to guide 
patrons through the 
halls of the Palmer 
House hotel. The 
lobby of City Hall 
was half-filled with 
records rescued 
from the basement. 
And Daley fired 

John LaPlante, his city transportation commissioner, who knew about the leak and had put the fix 
out for bids. 
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“I didn’t get the feeling we had an immediate emergency,” LaPlante explained. “If I’d known how 
serious it was, I would have gone on and done it and taken care of the billing later.” 


Seven other city workers also got the axe. 



The first formal plan — block the break with 
“pigs,” large inflatable bladders flown in from 
California — was scuttled due to the 
“incredible” strength of the current. They 
couldn’t get the pigs into the tunnels. Instead, 
caissons were drilled and five-foot pipes 
lowered through Kinzie Street, down 40 feet 
and into the tunnel, so it could be plugged. 
First sandbags, then gravel were poured into 
one pipe to stop the flow. Then, concrete was 
poured into the second pipe. Nothing was 
thrown into the hole itself. 



On Wednesday, President George H.W. Bush declared downtown Chicago 
a disaster area. 

That afternoon, a crane lowered a diver — former Navy Seal frogman Jim 
Samoska, owner of Lockport marine contractor — in a steel safety cage to 
inspect the situation. He emerged to report a temporary plug holding, for 
the moment, and visibility at six inches. 

It also rained — hard. On the plus side, ComEd 
got power back to all but 14 buildings. 

By then, John Kenny Jr. of Kenny Construction 
was becoming an unflappable fixture on TV, the 
“Flood Stud,” with his hardhat and just-the-facts- 
ma’am delivery. Chicagoans peppered him with 
suggestions for filling the hole, including some 
who tried to exact payment before sharing their 
secrets. Kenny said one suggested plugging the 
hole with Jell-O. 


The Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority offered 60,000 square feet of office space at 
McCormick Place, with phones, for a month to any business that needed it. The IRS gave an 
automatic week’s extension to affected taxpayers who wrote “Chicago flood” across the front of their 
returns. 


Anna Pesole made national news by picking up her wedding dress at an otherwise-shuttered 
Field’s, where mannequins were posed in the windows with mops and buckets. 
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For the week after 
the flood, my job 
was to monitor the 
hole — a task I 
approached by 
hanging out at the 
bar of the nearby 
East Bank Club, 
venturing out every 
hour to take a 
gander at the 
progress, which 
was slow. 

The problem took months to rectify. Gery Chico, the mayor’s deputy chief of staff, was in charge of 
emptying the water from the flooded tunnels and basements. 

“Where are you going to put it? How are you going to get it out of there?” says Chico, now an 
attorney with Chico & Nunes. “We wound up doing it with huge generators and pumps to take water 
out. Most of it went into the Deep Tunnel system. We had to create new manholes. You’ll still see, 
on the streets of Chicago, manholes made for the purpose of dropping huge pipes into the system 
to get the water out.” 

The Army Corps of Engineers finished its work May 21, having pumped 134 million gallons of water 
out of the basements of businesses. A number of Chicagoans filling tax returns late forgot to write 
“Chicago flood” across their tax forms as instructed, and their extensions were initially denied. 

Also that May, Chicago floated $160 million in bonds for viaduct and street improvements. A year 
later, Daley announced twice-monthly inspections and a “computerized atlas” of buried utility lines. 
According to the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, 75 of the 8,000 businesses never 
reopened. Overall costs of what became known as the Great Loop Flood were pegged at $1.95 
billion. The city installed a series of 2%-inch-thick steel waterproof doors to seal off the tunnels that 
run under the river. 

The legal aftermath flowed on long after the last basement was dry. Nearly 500 lawsuits were filed in 
state court. Among them was one by Universal Recording Studios that demanded millions, claiming 
that the flood destroyed irreplaceable original master recordings of singer Vic Damone. 

The city ended up paying about $50 million in damages. 

Great Lakes Dredge & Dock, a venerable Chicago company that helped prepare the land for the 
1893 Columbian Exposition, sued the city, saying it had reported its repositioning of the pilings and 
received spoken approval. That still doesn’t fly for some. 

“They didn’t do their homework; they didn’t look at the drawings,” says Goldberg, son of famed 
Chicago architect Bertrand Goldberg. 

The company tried to push the lawsuits it faced into Admiralty Court — an arcane jurisdiction where 
its liability would be limited to the cost of the barge and the tug that maneuvered it. The case went 
all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Lawrence E. Rosenthal, a deputy corporation counsel for the 
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city, argued that Great Lakes Dredge & Dock 
was asking the justices “to bring admiralty law 
into the basement of Marshall Field’s.” 

Seven justices felt that’s exactly where it 
belonged. And the company ended up 
escaping liability. 

The case of “Jerome B. Grubert v. Great 
Lakes Dock & Dredge” became a landmark 
ruling, featured in textbooks and classrooms. 

“It’s a very important 
case,” says Randall 
Schmidt, a University 
of Chicago Law 
School professor. 
“What Grubart did is, 
basically, clarified 
what’s required for 
admiralty jurisdiction. 
It still provides the 
basic framework in 
tort cases.” 



Schmidt spends two weeks each semester in class on Grubert. 


“It’s a very bizarre case,” he says. “If I were an admiralty law professor making up exam questions, 
this would a perfect exam question.” 

And so it remains, a strange chapter of Chicago history, a watery bookend to the Great Chicago Fire 
that some don’t know about or have forgotten — and something the city has been vigilant to avoid a 
happening again. 

“There are a number of takeaways from the flood,” says Dan Burke, chief engineer for the city 
Department of Transportation. “You had to recognize the importance of the tunnel system, both as 
an asset and a liability. You have to commit people, resources, time to properly maintaining it.” 

Madia’s title is “Civil Engineer V,” but he calls himself “project manager for the tunnels.” For two 
decades now, he’s been responsible for every inch of the 38 remaining miles of tunnels, lined with 
telecom conduits, the ground muddy, the tracks still in place, often covered with three inches of 
water. 


“That rumble you’re hearing is the CTA going directly over the top of the tunnel,” Madia says, giving 
a tour. 


Delicate, two-foot-long calcium stalactites hang from the tunnel ceiling, and drops of condensation 
glitter like diamonds in flashlight beams. The maze of branching tunnels is well marked, with 
standard green Chicago street signs down there that correspond to the roads 40 feet above. No one 
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builds close to the tunnels without submitting 
their plans to Madia. Monitoring the tunnels is 
his full-time job. 

Burke says that, with the rise of the internet, 
the tunnels “have gone through a renaissance 
since the flood. They’ve reverted back to their 
original purpose, as a telecom corridor. They 
are the fiber communications backbone of the 
central business district.” 

Goldberg bristles that the flood is generally 
remembered as a moment of epic city 
bungling. He thinks the fast, coordinated effort 
after the flood had the “the crispness of a well- 
turned double-play” in baseball and should be recognized too. Others who worked on the problem 
agree. 

“I don’t know if you’re ever proud of disasters” said Chico “It’s really how you respond to these 
things that define who you are. The city responded very admirably.” 

Some Chicagoans commemorated the flood in verse. The tribute that Irving A. Benjamin typed out 
on April 20, 1992, remains all too relevant today, ending: 

For the infrastructure’s rotting and nothing’s been done. 

No money at hand — we’re under the gun 

Bridges are falling. Sewers rotting too, 

Waterlines failing, what can we do? 

Pressure the gov, the pres and the mayor 
Find some money — we need a payor. 



J.J. Madia has walked these tunnels for two decades. | Maria 
Cardona /Sun-Times 
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Our Brexit saviour (Picture: Last 
Week Tonight) 

The real star of the general 
election is finally getting the 
recognition he deserves. 

Lord Buckethead, who stood 
against Theresa May as a 
candidate in Maidenhead, 
gained 249 votes from people 
who preferred him over the 
prime minister. 


Lord Buckethead has crossed the Atlantic to break America 


And now he’s doing what Oasis and Take That couldn’t, and breaking America. 


He was flown to the Last Week Tonight studio in New York, where he performed as a credit to his 
nation. 



‘Could we have just made a similar costume and put an intern in it?’ John Oliver asked. 

‘Yes, shit, we could have done that. But we didn’t. And the fact that we didn’t is why I am able to 
present to you here tonight your new Brexit negotiator. 

‘Please welcome Lord Buckethead.’ 

He put the Bucketmeister forward to be one of our key Brexit negotiators. 
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‘Is it an absurd idea? Yes,’ Mr Oliver said. 

‘But it would not even be close to the stupidest thing that you have ever done.’ 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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‘Lord Buckethead’ to stand against Theresa May in 
General Election<br/>BBC (grab) 

You may have heard the masses chanting ‘Buckethead 
for Maidenhead’ around Windosr and Maidenhead 
polling stations last Thursday. 

No? Well, I’m sure you’re still interested in who Lord 
Buckethead is. 

In his own words, a vote for Lord Buckethead is a vote 
for: ‘Strong, not entirely stable, leadership.’ 

Lord Buckethead is the man wearing a cape and a tall 
black bucket on his head, who stood against Theresa 
May in the 2017 snap general election and although the space lord was not elected as an 
Independent MP for Maidenhead, he did get 249 votes. 
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Who is Lord Buckethead? 


Two hundred and forty-nine people voted for the intergalactic space lord instead of Theresa May. 
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Who is Lord Buckethead? 


More than 150 people voted for 
Lord Buckethead instead of Theresa 
May<br/>picture: BBC 
(METROGRAB) 

Lord Buckethead made previous 
appearances at the 1987 general 
election standing for election in the 
Finchley constituency against a 
formidable opponent Margaret 
Thatcher, however the 131 votes he 
received did not shake the Iron 
Lady. 


Again, in 1992, Lord Buckethead stood against John Major in the Huntingdon constituency running 
with his ‘Gremloids’ party where he received 107 votes. 


‘Lord Buckethead’ to stand against Theresa May in General Election<br />BBC (grab) 


On his website he proclaims he is the only candidate who has ‘personally stood against two 
Conservative Prime Ministers’ and announced his return to ‘complete a historic hat-trick.’ 


He said: ‘If Mrs May cannot even defend her own social care policies just days after they are 
launched, how can she possibly cope against a Space Lord?’ 

He speaks for the masses. 
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Who is Lord Buckethead? 


Theresa May spent more time with the Lord than she may have liked on election night (AP 
Photo/Alastair Grant) 

Some people may poke holes in Lord Buckethead’s policies, some may say he is trying to further is 
own cause, others may say he is a dreamer, but what we are all guaranteed if he ever occupies 
number 10, is free bikes. 


The intergalactic space Lord assures his voters that his manifesto is a ‘suite of policies that have 
been fully costed and which marries fiscal responsibility with and interest in lasers.’ 

Exactly what we need to stop the widening inequality gap among the classes. 

More than 150 people voted for 
Lord Buckethead instead of Theresa 
May (Picture: BBC METROGRAB) 

One thing that can be said, he is a 
straight shooter, he called to debate 
with his rival Theresa May and ‘that 
funny Islington chap with the beard’ 
in public. 

Lord Buckethead assured that any 
denying of the opportunity to debate 
will ‘be treated as cowardice and a 
tacit endorsement of my superiority.’ 



Who is Lord Buckethead? 


Here, here Lord Buckethead. 

But where does he stand on the issues? Well, Lord Buckethead provided his eager voters with an 
update on his opinions on the education system. 
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In short he wants to establish new ‘Gamma Schools’ which make sure that teachers are paid better 
to attract bright graduates, there are increased facilities for children including playing fields, and any 
misbehaving child will be blasted into deep space and his/her parents will receive ‘a lovely fruit 
basket by way of consolation or celebration.’ 

After Lord Bucekthead’s Personal Best at GE2017 he has looked to spreading his Gremloid party 
beliefs across the pond as he appeared on Last Week Tonight with John Oliver in New York. 

Lord Buckethead's 2017 Manifesto 

• The abolition of the Lords (except me). 

• Full facial coverings to be kept legal, especially bucket-related headgear. 

• No third runway to be built at Heathrow: where we’re going we don’t need runways. 

• Ceefax to be brought back immediately, with The Oracle and other Teletext services to be 
rolled out by the next Parliament. 

• Regeneration of Nicholson’s Shopping Centre, Maidenhead. 

• Buckethead on Brexit: a referendum should be held about whether there should be a 
second referendum. 

• Nuclear weapons: A firm public commitment to build the £100bn renewal of the Trident 
weapons system, followed by an equally firm private commitment not to build it. They’re secret 
submarines, no one will ever know. It’s a win win. 

• Nationalisation of Adele: in order to maximise the efficient use of UK resources, the time is 
right for great British assets to be brought into public ownership for the common good. This is 
to be achieved through capital spending. 

• A moratorium until 2022 on whether Birmingham should be converted into a star base. 

• Legalisation of the hunting of fox-hunters. 

• New voting age limit of 16 to be introduced. New voting age limit of 80 to be introduced 
too. 

• Katie Hopkins to be banished to the Phantom Zone. 

• Stop selling arms to Saudi Arabia. Start buying lasers from Lord Buckethead. 

• Prospective MPs to live in the seat they wish to represent for at least five years before 
election, to improve local representation in Parliament. 

• Free bikes for everyone, to help combat obesity, traffic congestion and bike theft. 

MORE: More than 150 people voted for Lord Buckethead instead of Theresa May 
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Posted 11:32 pm, April 20, 2017, by Jasmine Huda,Updated at 09:27PM, April 20, 2017 

CHESTERFIELD, MO (KTVI) - Des Peres police say a 
loss prevention officer was arrested on suspicion of 
kidnapping. 

The alleged incident happened Saturday at the H & M 
store at Taubman Prestige Outlets in Chesterfield. 

Police confirm he is accused of detaining a woman at the 
outlet mall for shoplifting, then kidnapping her. 

A friend who had been accompanying the woman drove to West County Center and alerted police, 
Des Peres Department of Public Safety Captain Sean Quinn said. 

“She told them that she was out at the outlet mall in Chesterfield,” he said. “They had encountered 
this loss prevention officer and this young lady was still with the loss prevention officer and hadn’t 
returned.” 

Captain Quinn said the woman had received startling texts from her friend. 

“They just were unusual messages that the young lady got from her friend, that weren’t normal,” he 
said. 

Des Peres police took a report and contacted the Chesterfield Police Department, which made an 
arrest. The man was employed by H & M and worked loss prevention at the outlet mall, as well as 
West County Center. 

Charges are expected to come in St. Charles County, which is where the man lives, police said. Des 
Peres police said they are familiar with the officer. 

“Every once in a while, you have an accusation of wrongdoing, but we haven’t had anything of this 
nature,” Quinn said. 



Online Public File • Terms of Service • Privacy Policy 

• 2250 Ball Drive St. Louis MO 63146 
•Copyright©2017, KTVI 

• A Tribune Broadcasting Station • Powered by WordPress.com VIP 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. */.en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px limportant; left: 50% limportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx limportant; width: 200px limportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid limportant; border-radius: 4px 
limportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx limportant;} 


http://fox2now.com/2017/04/20/loss-prevention-officer-arrested-accused-of-kidnapping-suspected-shoplifter/ 


1/1 











5/30/2017 


Hunting Down the Lost Apples of the Pacific Northwest - The New York Times 


Hunting Down the Lost Apples of the Pacific Northwest 


nytimes.com 


STEPTOE, 
Wash. — 
David 
Benscoter 
honed his 
craft as an 
investigator 
for the F.B.I. 
and the 
United States 
Treasury, 
cornering 
corrupt 
politicians 
and tax 

evaders. The lost apple trees that he hunts down now are really not so different. People and things, he said, 
tend to hide in plain sight if you know how and where to look. 

“It’s like a crime scene,” Mr. Benscoter, 62, said as he hiked down a slope toward a long-abandoned apple 
orchard planted in the late 1800s. “You have to establish that the trees existed, and hope that there’s a paper 
trail to follow.” 

About two-thirds of the $4 billion apple industry is now concentrated in Washington State — and 15 varieties, led 
by the Red Delicious, account for about 90 percent of the market. But the past looked, and tasted, much 
different: An estimated 17,000 varieties were grown in North America over the centuries, and about 13,000 are 
lost. 

From New England through the Midwest and the South to Colorado and Washington, where small family farms 
were long anchored by an orchard, most apple trees died along with the farms around them as industrial-scale 
agriculture conquered American life a century ago. 

But some trees persisted. They faded into woods, or were absorbed by parks or other public lands. And the 
hundreds of varieties that have been found in recent years are stunning in their diversity and the window they 
open into the tastes and habits of the past. 

Mother apples, for example, were good for making dessert. If you wanted less juice, you went for a Limber 
Twig. Aesthetic perfection and pretty names were once unimportant. The Rambo apple was described in one 
old guidebook as “speckled, with large rough dots.” 

Apples are where food meets history, hunters say, and a community has risen up around the pursuit of them. 

Mr. Benscoter fell into it after retirement here in eastern Washington when a friend with a disability asked him to 
pick apples from an old orchard behind her house, and no one could identify what they were. John Bunker, an 
apple hunter in Maine, became entranced by the old trees he found growing in the woods. Lee Calhoun, a 
retired Army lieutenant colonel, started hunting in North Carolina and began to see old apples as a remnant of 
faded Southern life. 

Now, some old varieties have become available again, through small specialty nurseries like the co-op that Mr. 
Bunker helped start in Maine and through university agricultural programs. Commercial growers, however, said 
old apples had faded for a reason and were probably not coming back. 

“They’re hard to grow,” said Mac Riggan, the director of marketing at Chelan Fresh, which has 26,000 acres of 
fruit trees, mostly apples, in central Washington. 

Old varieties, Mr. Riggan said, either bruise easily, don’t store well or don’t produce enough apples per tree. And 
economic pressure is relentless. “Land costs money,” he said. 
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Mr. Benscoter said that because of his investigative 
background, and because apple growing had come 
much later to this corner of the West, his methods 
were different from those of hunters in older parts 
of the nation. 

Often, he said, library archives or county records 
show what was grown and available, which helps 
him identify old trees. A woman recently sent him a 
catalog from 1912 she had found in her attic. It 
listed more than 140 apple varieties then available 
in Washington. Documents from county fairs — 
what apples were offered forjudging and won the 
blue ribbon — have provided another critical piece 
of evidence. 


Most apple varieties, produced by chance intermingling of pollen from neighboring trees on family farms, cannot 
be definitively identified by DNA, so the history is important. Plant scientists said old varieties might have 
something to teach as well about evolution or climate, in looking at the qualities that kept a particular tree going 
despite the odds. 


“That’s my scientific curiosity: How did this plant do it? How did it survive when others died?” said Amit Dhingra, 
an associate professor of horticulture at Washington State University who works with Mr. Benscoter and the 
Whitman County Historical Society on the Lost and Heritage Apples of the Palouse project. 

The bittersweet element in apple-tree hunting is that failure often plays a big role. 

Consider, for example, the story of Robert Burns. 
He was a young farmer who came to southeast 
Washington State in 1888, according to the county 
records Mr. Benscoter found. 

Burns was in his early 20s, and he first tried 
wheat, but the torrential rains of 1893 destroyed 
the crops. He then turned his hand to growing fruit 
but, in his inexperience, planted mostly apple 
varieties that ripen in summer and fall. It turned 
out to be a disastrous choice. 

By the mid-1890s, the railroads were changing 
everything, and winter apples had seized the 
market because they could better withstand 
shipment to markets back East. The dream of a 
Burns orchard stumbled and fell, and by 1899 he was bankrupt. 

But he planted at least one Dickinson apple tree that survived, and a Nero tree, too — both believed lost until 
Mr. Benscoter rediscovered them. 



Debbie Druffel and her husband, Roy, wheat farmers in nearby Pullman, are now growing tiny grafted shoots of 
Dickinson and Nero in their garage. They became fascinated by apples when they found an abandoned orchard 
bordering one of their fields, and they now hope to grow an entire orchard of the lost and found behind the 
house. 


“If Dave keeps finding stuff, we’ll keep planting it,” Ms. Druffel said. 

But on bigger farms, new varieties, not old ones, have the money and momentum, like the Cosmic Crisp, 
developed here in Washington and recently planted on a commercial scale. Dr. Dhingra’s lab is also trying to 
reduce the time — from years down to months — needed to bring old and new apple varieties from shoot to 
fruit. The technique uses a special nutrient system for multiplying young plants in a soil-free process. 
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On a recent morning at Steptoe Butte State Park, 
where Mr. Benscoter has focused his work, about a 
five-hour drive from Seattle, he hiked toward an 
Arkansas Beauty apple tree, perhaps the only one 
on the planet currently bearing fruit. The tree’s 
identity was confirmed this year after testing and 
tasting by scientists and food historians. 

Finally, the tree came into view, standing alone in a 
clearing that overlooked rolling hills of wheat. It was 
about 12 feet tall and twisted with age. Mr. 
Benscoter hoisted up the chain saw he had carried 
out from his truck and pruned off some small 
branches, which will stimulate the tree to grow new 
shoots that can be grafted next year onto other 


trees. And so another relic from America’s past will live on. 


He said he often wondered what the old farmers would think about his work, and about the trees that they 
pushed into the soil and toiled over before walking away in defeat. 

“I think they would be glad that something they planted survived,” he said. 

• © 2017The New York Times Company 
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By Natalie O'Neill 

October 28, 2016 | 4:36pm | Updated October 28, 2016 | 5:53pm 

On-lookers gather on Jan. 17, 1953, to view the house where outlaws "Ma" Kate Barker and her son Fred 
Barker barricaded themselves and opened fire on federal agents surrounding the place in Oklawaha, Florida. 

AP 

Over her dead body! 

Ma Barker’s ghost is throwing a hissy fit because Florida lawmakers moved the home where she was killed with 
guns blazing, according to a spooky report on Friday. 

Marion County officials floated the notorious gangster’s Ocklawaha abode across a lake to convert it to a 
museum Thursday — but Ma is refusing to go down without a fight, true-believers told the Tampa Bay Times. 

Modal Trigger 

“That woman is still in that house,” resident and retired upstate New York police 
officer Donald Weiss told the paper. “And she’s pissed.” 

Weiss visited the famous home — where Barker was killed in the longest shoot-out in 
FBI history in 1935 — and saw a Tommy-gun-toting figure lurking on the front porch, 
he claimed. 

“Get outta here, lawman!” Ma’s spirit raged, he said. 

Weiss said he snapped a photo of the spirit and, after he developed it, creepy things 
started happening. 

“I had a heart attack. You think that’s a coincidence?” he said. 

Others say they too have seen Ma’s ghost, including a photographer working for the Tampa Bay Times in 2012. 

John Pendygraft snapped a photo of the outside of the home, and, “The next day, when he zoomed in on his 
laptop, he saw a strange figure on the screened porch: The silhouette of a stout woman with a bun, who looked 
like she was holding a machine gun,” the paper reported. 

And the home’s last private owner, Carson Good, also recalled things going bump in the night. 

“I’m not a big believer of ghosts, but I heard a lot of sounds in that house,” he told the site. “Voices. Furniture 
moving. People walking up and down the wooden stairs.” 

Good, 47, even brought in a psychic and held a seance to force her to vamoose — but the medium said ol’ Ma 
refused to budge. 

And why should she? Ma worked hard to retire in the home by the lake. 

Born in Missouri in 1873, Ma worked as a farmhand and had four sons. Her husband George Barker, ditched 
her after the boys became adults. 

Legend has it that it was Ma who was the mastermind of her boys’ gang, which killed 10 people -including a 
cop- as it robbed banks between 1910 through 1930, raking in $2 million, according to reports. 

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover once called them “the worst criminals in the entire country” and Ma became the 
only woman to top the agency’s most wanted list. 
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Freddie, moved to Miami, where she posed as a wealthy 
Modal Trigger 

Eventually, they moved to the Ocklawaha house, which sits on 
Lake Weir. 

On Jan. 16, 1935, a dozen officers stormed the home in a 
shootout that lasted up to six hours. 

Freddie, 32, was killed with a bullet to the back of his head. 

And Ma, 63, was found curled on the floor — clutching her 
Tommy gun. 

Floover proclaimed the death of Ma and her boy, marked the 
end of “an era of violence.” 

Good donated the house to the county, which hired a contractor to lift the home off its foundation — which likely 
has triggered Ma’s recent agitation, the paper reported. 

The county floated the home two-miles across the lake to Carney Island park Thursday morning, according to 
WFTV Orlando. County commissioners approved the move, which cost $235,000, the station reported. 

“We’ve already had calls from people asking about ghost tours. If they want something like that, or to hold 
seances, we’ll look into that,” county tax collector George Albright told the paper. 

“Let’s hope she’s a friendly ghost,” Albright said. 

©2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and information services. 


In 1934, Ma and her youngest and favorite son, 
widow. 
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The Weird, the Wonderful, and the Macabre in the Cathedral of 

Narbonne - Medievalists.net medievalists.net 


June 1,2017 by Dani Trynoski 


Narbonne is one of those European cities with 
evidence of its past on every street. This 
important Roman city was adopted in the 
Middle Ages, with multiple cases of re-use. 

One example includes the Roman 
subterranean grain storage chambers known 
as the Horreum used as medieval cellars. The 
Via Domitia, one of the main Roman roads in 
France, is preserved under the modern city 
and you can walk on a small excavated 
section next to the main cathedral. The 
historic city centre is strategically located by 
natural river crossings and in the past was 
encompassed by Roman and medieval walls. 

The Cathedral of Saint-Just et Saint-Pasteur 
was built in the rayonnant, or High, Gothic style between 1272 and 1340 and was never completed. 

It is the highest Gothic choir in France, reaching over 40 meters high. 

The flying buttresses are doubled in some sections, to help support the 
height and the numerous lancet windows. The archbishop’s palace and 
cloister are directly adjacent to the cathedral and the palace can be toured 
as a historic museum with exhibits on the history of the city. The 14th 
century cloister is a free garden park and is open for visiting during regular 
business hours. During my visit in May 2017, it was partially renovated and 
work was ongoing to improve the gardens and replace some of the 
degraded masonry. 

It seems likely that there was a 4th century basilica on the same location, 
however Gallic records of a fire in 441 a.d. led to the construction of a new 
church in 445 a.d. A Carolingian church with a cloister followed that, then in 
1268 Pope Clement IV (formerly Archbishop of Narbonne) issued orders for 
a new monument. 

The choir of the cathedral, the only completed section, contains multiple 
medieval tombs. Several archbishops of Narbonne lie close to the altar, 
with vivid 14th and 15th century polychromy and evidence of Revolutionary 
damage. The tomb of Pierre Cardinal de la Jugie, Archbishop of Narbonne from 1347-1357, retains 
a painting of the deceased being lifted into heaven by angels (see below), while rows of saints and 
other clergy support his bed. The gisant is missing, but the rich colors remain. The ornate detail is 
reflective of the French High Gothic style. 

This tomb contrasts nicely with the blend of medieval and Renaissance motifs on the tomb of 
Guillaume Cardinal de Brigonnet, Archbishop of Narbonne from 1507-1514. His tomb was installed 

http://www.medievalists.net/2017/06/weird-wonderful-and-macabre-in-the-cathedral-of-narbonne/?utm_content=buffer568cc&utnn_nnediunn=social&utnn_source... 1/4 



The High Gothic decoration on 
the 14th century tomb of Pierre 
Cardinal de la Jugie, 
Archbishop of Narbonne, 
1347-1375. Photo by D. 
Trynoski 



The choir of the Cathedral of Saint Just and Saint Pasteur. Over 40 
meters high and the tallest Gothic cathedral in France. Photo D. 

Trynoski 
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early 16th century mourners on the tomb of Guillaume Cardinal de 
Brigonnet, Archbishop of Narbonne, 1507-1514. Photo D. Trynoski 


in 1523, and the revival of the Classical 
elements is evident in the columns, 
naturalistic floral details, and putti. A strong 
medieval flavor remains in the somewhat 
crudely carved mourners along the lower 
course, their sad and pained expressions 
leaving the viewer wondering if they mourn for 
the departed Guillaume or suffer from a 
personal malady. Panels below the mourners 
have dancing death’s heads in a unique mix 
of medieval and Renaissance. While the 
medieval aesthetic loved a good Death 
image, these grinning skulls with the 
articulated skeletal hands more closely 
resemble the skeletal tomb adornments of the 


17th and 18th centuries. 



Tomb (constructed 1523) of Guillaume Cardinal de Brigonnet, 
Archbishop of Narbonne, 1507-1514. Photo D. Trynoski 



14th century decoration in the Chapel of Our Lady of Bethlehem. 
Photo by D. Trynoski 


In the Chapel of Our Lady of Bethlehem, a 
remarkable collection of 14th century 
decorative carvings has been reassembled 
after being damaged in the French 
Revolution. Narbonne was the site of many 
skirmishes in the Revolution and decorative 
elements in many of the city’s churches reflect 
damage from this period. In this apsidal 
chapel, a high relief triptych displays the 
journey of Mary into Bethlehem is 
accompanied by angels and saints including 
Just, Pasteur, Peter, and Paul. 

The lower course shows grotesque scenes of 
Purgatory, with the Devil seated inside the 
gaping mouth of a demonic creature. Wall 
paintings accent the high relief figures and 
much of the medieval paint is visible 
throughout the entire collection. The Mary and 
Child sculpture is well-preserved, with only 
small bits like Mary’s right toe and Jesus’ right 
hand missing. Her flowing gown is nicely 
draped and both figures bear a peaceful 
expression. 

At this point, don’t think you’ve seen it all. 
You’re not even close to being done with your 
medievaling at this place! 


Keep ambling around the choir to the Treasure of the Cathedral and climb the short staircase to a 
small but stunning gallery of medieval treasures. Notable items include a 9th century ivory plate, 
about 4x5 inches (enormous for an ivory like this one!), an 11th century ivory pyx, and a 14th 
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century painted 
wooden reliquary with 
intact paint. The ivory 
plate and the pyx 
both have unique 
stories. 

The plate was likely 
carved in the school 
of the Palace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle before 
815 a.d. The pyx 
bears an Arabic 
inscription recording 
its creation in Cuenca 

(modern Spain) and the man who first commissioned it (Ismail, governor of the Taifa territory). Other 
items also deserve time and observation, however don’t miss the unique acoustics of the domed 
ceiling. If you’re traveling with friends, stand in opposite corners and whisper into the wall. The 
sound will carry around the dome and your friend will hear every word perfectly. 

If you really want to pour over every detail in the cathedral, allow at least an hour for a visit. It is an 
actively used church and the many chapels will likely have worshipers present. Be respectful. The 
cathedral and chapels are free to visit however the Treasure tower is 4€ or included with a multi-site 
tourist pass available in Narbonne. 




11th century ivory pyx. Photo The Devil in Purgatory, 14th century Photo by D. Trynoski 

D. Trynoski 
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Wall painting inside the 14th century tomb of Pierre Cardinal de la 
Jugie, Archbishop of Narbonne, 1347-1375. Photo by D. Trynoski 



Want to know more about the Middle Ages? Subscribe to 

The Medievalverse Digital Magazine 
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Machete-Wielding Clown Tries To Hitchhike Along Busy California Highway huffingtonpost.com 


Police officers arrived on the scene with their guns drawn. 

By Ed Mazza 

The movie “It” isn’t out until September, but motorists in California may have thought they were getting a 
preview when they spotted a creepy clown standing along Highway 101, wielding a bloody machete. 

On Wednesday, deputies from the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office arrived on the scene with guns drawn to find 
this: 



Police spotted 61-year-old 
Larry Allen Tovey holding out 
his thumb like a hitchhiker, 
local NBC station KSBW 
reported. He was 
then handcuffed, questioned 
and released. 

“The guy wasn’t charged 
because we didn’t have a 
victim that was threatened by 
him with the machete,” the 
department wrote on 
Facebook, adding that the 
“blood” on the knife was just 


cotton with red dye. 


Since a machete is technically a tool and not classified as a weapon, it’s not a crime to carry one in public — 
unless it’s being used in a threatening manner. 


“It stands to reason he may have threatened someone, but we don’t have any information on that,” the sheriff’s 
office wrote. “So we may not arrest on what he might have done.” 


Although a psychiatric evaluation was done on the scene, Tovey did not meet the guidelines for commitment. He 
also didn’t meet the requirements for arrest on a charge of disturbing the peace. 


On Facebook, someone asked what the clown was doing. 


“Wish we knew,” the police department replied. “Right now, as far as we know, he was standing there looking at 
traffic.” 


Tovey may not be off the hook yet. The sheriff’s office said it was still investigating the incident, and had 
received more information as a result of the social media attention. 


The police are also advising other clowns to stay away from the highway. 

The truth is stranger than fiction. Step into the world of weird news. Learn more 
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Jim Bakker: Making Fun Of Trump Is The 'Spirit Of The 

Antichrist' huffingtonpost.com 

Disgraced televangelist said the first horseman of the Apocalypse is here. 

By Ed Mazza 

The “spirit of the Antichrist” is alive and well and living inside people who dare to mock President 
Donald Trump, disgraced televangelist Jim Bakker said. 

Bakker now sells survivalist food and gear to doomsday preppers on his “Jim Bakker Show.” In a 
clip from Thursday that was posted online by Right Wing Watch, he claimed there was a “hatred 
among peoples and this is satanic.” 

Then he went full “Sleepy Hollow” on his audience: 

“This is the White Horse of the Apocalypse. The White Horse of the Apocalypse is the 
first horse. It’s a horse of speech. It’s a horse of spirit. And the spirit of Antichrist is out 
now. This is what you’re seeing. You want to know what the Antichrist spirit looks like? 

That’s what’s going on in America. These people mocking the president, the words they 
use, the speech they use, that’s the spirit of Antichrist. That’s the spirit of hatred.” 

Bakker had a popular — and lucrative — TV ministry in the 1980s, but resigned in shame after a 
sex scandal. He eventually did five years in prison for fraud. 

The truth is stranger than fiction. Step into the world of weird news. Learn more 

Copyright © 2017 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of 
TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost • HPMG News 
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Man arrested after firing shots into gas station, near police officer 


Man arrested after firing shots into gas station, near police officer 

LEXINGTON, Ky. (WKYT) - wkyt.COm 


WKYT News Staff | 

Posted: Mon 4:38 PM, May 29, 2017 | 

Updated: Tue 11:39 AM, May 30, 2017 

Lexington police have arrested a man after they say he 
randomly fired multiple shots at three different 
locations. 

Officers arrested 19-year-old Layne 
Chadwell Monday afternoon. 
According to a police report, 
Chadwell entered a Speedway gas 
station on Paris Pike and fired 
multiple shots from a handgun, 
nearly hitting an employee. 

Witnesses say Chadwell then got 
into his car and fired more shots 
while traveling on Paris Pike. 

According to the police report, Chadwell fired shots a third time at a location on North Broadway 
within the vicinity of an on-duty police officer. 

Police charged Chadwell with one count of first-degree wanton endangerment and one count of 
first-degree wanton endangerment of a police officer. He's scheduled to appear in court on Tuesday. 



, J) WKYT i 

Lexington KY News | WKYT 


Copyright © 2002-2017 - Designed by Gray Digital Media - Powered by Clickability 
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Man arrested for dressing up as The Joker' says he's not dangerous | Fox News 


Man arrested for dressing up as The Joker' says he's not dangerous foxnews.com 

A Virginia man arrested for dressing up as his favorite comic book villain appeared in court on 
Monday proclaiming his innocence. 

Jeremy Putman is out of jail, but for now, he is barred from wearing face paint that some in the 
community and the Winchester Police Department found to be rather disturbing. 

Putman is not your typical 31-year-old. He fancies himself as a real-life Joker and has many Joker- 
themed tattoos. 

"I thought why just be a fan when I can be the actual person,” Putman said. “But not like a lunatic 
like he is. But more of a funny type." 

FOX 5 met with Putman after his arraignment on a charge of wearing a mask in public. 

“I'm a very big fan of Batman, and the Joker is like one of the big deals of all,” he said. “Everyone 
likes the Joker." 

He said he especially likes the Joker as portrayed on the big screen by Jack Nicholson and the late 
Heath Ledger. 

However, the trouble is an adult wearing makeup like the Joker is apparently against Virginia law. 

“Basically it is a crime in Virginia to cover your face or use anything that will hide your identity out in 
public unless it falls under certain situations -- such as during Halloween or anybody under the age 
of 16 -- it doesn’t apply to," said Winchester Police Capt. Doug Watson. 

This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. ©2017 FOX News Network, LLC. All rights reserved. All 
market data delayed 20 minutes. 
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3 Injured In Sioux Falls Fire, Man Arrested Trying To 
"Save" His Beer 



Sioux Falls, SD 

A total of three people were treated. 2 at the scene, 1 was sent to the hospital. 

Three people were treated for their injuries after a fire in an apartment building in central Sioux Falls 
Sunday afternoon. 

Sioux Falls Fire Rescue responded to a report of smoke coming from a building on Spring Ave. just after 
12:30 p.m. Once crews arrived, two people were treated for smoke inhalation on scene, and then 
another was taken to the hospital. 


















Officials are still investigating the cause of the fire. 


Meanwhile, Sioux Falls police said a person was arrested at the scene of the fire. 


In a tweet, authorities said the person attempted to "save their beer" by pushing past police and 
firefighters. 


P Sioux Falls Police 




A @siouxfallspd 


Follow 


1 in custody after obstructing fire and police.lt is not advisable to 
push past PD and Fire in an attempt to "save your 

beer"#besmart /803 twitter.com/siouxfallsfire... 

12:02 PM -23 Apr 2017 

68 106 




Sioux Falls Police 

@siouxfallspd 


Follow 


This incredibly poor judgement could have put many responders 
at risk #notworthyourlife /802 
12:54 PM -23 Apr 2017 

19 43 
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Man Allegedly Bench-Presses Goose for 10 Minutes at L.A. Park; Goose Allegedly Loves It | L.A. Weekly 


Man Allegedly Bench-Presses Goose for 10 Minutes at L.A. Park; 

Goose Allegedly Loves It 

By Simone Wilson 

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 at 12:30 p.m. laweekly.COITI 



Update: 

"Who Is the 
Goose 

Whisperer of 

Hollenbeck 

Park?" 

Reddit and 
Tumblr 
exploded 
yesterday with 
a photo of a 
barefooted 


man lying on the hillside of a somewhat crummy-looking park. 


The man - by all appearances - was bench-pressing a goose. 


Scott Lowell, the B-list actor who originally Tweeted the photo (sort of a George Clooney lookalike 
who does a lot of theater and cop TV), writes only that the crummy park in question is located in Los 
Angeles, and that the goose... 


... was not exactly protesting. 


In response to the onslaught of questions he obviously received in response to the Tweet, Lowell 
went on to imply that the man and the goose have some sort of relationship outside of bench¬ 
pressing. 

"It was ABSOLUTELY a real Goose!!" wrote Lowell. "After bench-pressing it he cradled it, tickled it's 
tummy and then it walked away." 


If all the above proves true, this magical Disney friend of the L.A. park animals has definitely given 
the Echo Park goose man a run for his money. It's one thing to "walk around the park together like 
you're in love." But bench-pressing? Dr. Doolittle might call this third base. 

©2017 LA Weekly, LP. All rights reserved. 
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Man Crushed to Death By His Own Car « CBS Sacramento 


Man Crushed To Death By His Own Car 


cbslocal.com 


May 7, 2017 10:32 AM 
1 Filed Under: Sacramento 

SACRAMENTO (CBS13) - A man was killed in a crash in south Sacramento late Saturday night. 

California Highway Patrol officers responded to the area between 37th and Iowa Avenues to 
investigate the fatal rollover accident around 10:15 p.m. 

Officer Michael Bradley says a 31-year-old man driving a 2007 Chevrolet TrailBlazer turned a corner 
at a high speech onto Sampson Boulevard. 

The driver crashed into a parked vehicle causing his car to spin out of control. 

According to Ofc. Bradley, the man was ejected from the passenger window and landed in a grassy 
area of an empty lot. 

The TrailBlazer then rolled onto him and crushed him. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene. 

CHP did not confirm is alcohol or drugs were factors in the crash. 

Sacramento Coroner’s Office did not release the driver’s name pending next of kin notification. 

©2017 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. Powered by WordPress.com VIP 
By viewing our video content, you are accepting the terms of our 
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Ohio teen finds man dead of overdose while mowing grass | fox8.com 


Ohio teen finds man dead of overdose while mowing grass fox8.com 

DAYTON, Ohio — Police in Ohio say a 14-year-old girl was mowing the grass at her grandfather’s 
apartment building when she stumbled upon a man dead of an apparent overdose. 

The Dayton Daily News reports the girl found the body Saturday morning. It was in bushes near the 
rear of the Dayton apartment building managed by her grandfather. 

Medics arrived and pronounced the man dead. He was identified as 25-year-old Cody Robert 
Couch. 

Couch was one of two people to die of apparent overdoses in the city in a 24-hour span. Two others 
were revived by medics using naloxone, a drug used to counteract overdoses. 

39.758948 -84.191607 

Trademark and Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
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Man dies after drinking three litres of vodka in competition organised by a supermarket - Mirror Online 


Man dies after drinking three litres of vodka in supermarket 
competition 

By Zoey McDougall 14:41, 31 MAY2017 Updated 14:43, 31 MAY2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 

The unnamed man was one of six who fell ill after downing the strong drink from buckets in an 
attempt to win 10 bottles of vodka 

A man has died after taking part in a vodka drinking competition organised by a supermarket in 
Russia. 

The 'Who Can Drink More Vodka' contest saw five participants rushed to intensive care, with one 
dying from consuming too much alcohol. 

The bizarre competition took place in the city of Volgodonsk in south-western Russia's Rostov 
Oblast region and was organised by a local supermarket called Saveliy. 

Police are believed to have started a criminal case against the shop for causing death by negligence 
as well as violating an advertising law which prohibits any action that stimulates the consumption of 
alcoholic beverages. 

A total of 40 men took part in the drinking competition which saw them down vodka which had been 
put in buckets. 

Salami and bread were offered by the shop to line the stomachs of the men, with the winner 
promised 10 bottles of vodka as a prize. 

It is reported that just minutes after the competition ended some participants felt unwell. 

Doctors arrived and diagnosed six participants with severe intoxication. 

One man later died as a result. He has not been named. 

Doctor Mikhail Kravchenko said about the deceased participant: "He managed to drink about three 
litres of vodka, which most likely wouldn't have ended in death if it was a normal person." 

Vice regional prosecutor Sergey Labenets said it is possible that the organisers of the event will 
escape punishment as participants joined in on a voluntary basis. 

• ©2017 MGN Limited 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www. m i rror.co.uk/news/worl d- news/m an-di es-after-dr i nki ng-three-10534913?IC ID=ref_far k 


1/1 



5/17/2017 


Man dressed as giant penis hunted by police who think he saw brutal assault | Metro News 


Man dressed as giant penis hunted by police who think he saw brutal 
assault metro.co.uk 


Nicole Morley for Metro.co.ukWednesday 17 May 2017 2:54 pm 

The witness was wearing a penis costume (Picture: West 
Yorkshire Police) 

The hunt is on for a man dressed as a giant penis, who 
police believe witnessed a violent assault. 

The man wearing the phallic fancy dress costume was part of 
a group at the scene when a 26-year-old victim was 
assaulted in Leeds in the early hours of Sunday morning. 

The victim suffered a shattered shin bone, dislocated and 
cracked knee and torn ligaments, and will need surgery, West 
Yorkshire Police confirmed. 

Man dressed as giant penis hunted by police 

who think he witnessed a brutal assault The attack happened at the junction of Albion Street and Boar 

Lane at around 3am on Sunday. 

A police spokesman said the man wearing the penis costume was with the attacker in a group of 
around 10 men, who were possibly a stag party. 



Junction of Albion Street and Boar Lane 
(Picture: Google) 

The attacker is described as white, around 6ft 
tall, with a shaved head and wearing a beige 
or white top - all dressed as a large penis. 

Another member of the group is described as 
shorter, of stocky build, with black hair and 
wearing a red and white t-shirt. 

Detective Constable Gaynor Burt, of Leeds 
District CID, said: The victim was very badly 
injured in this attack and will still require 
further surgery. 

‘While the nature of costume worn by one of the group might be amusing to some, we are hoping 
that mentioning it will jog someone’s memory and assist in tracing those responsible for what was a 
serious assault that has left the victim with long-term consequences. 

‘We have been making extensive enquiries to identify those involved and would like to hear from 
anyone who witnessed the incident or who has any information that could assist in tracing the group 
involved, who were possibly a stag party or similar. 

The costume worn by one of the group is very distinctive and we think anyone who encountered 
them during the evening would recall it.’ 



Man dressed as giant penis hunted by police who think he witnessed 

a brutal assault 
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Man dressed as giant penis hunted by police who think he saw brutal assault | Metro News 


Anyone with any information that could assist the investigation is asked to contact DC 3146 
Burt at Elland Road via 101 quoting crime number 13170151315 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111. 
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Man finds mummified cat while building an extension in Hindley, Wigan | Metro News 


Man finds mummified cat while building an extension 


metro.co.uk 


Jen Mills for Metro.co.ukWednesday 10 May 2017 3:58 pm 

| ' Adam was horrified (Picture: SWNS) 

A man has described his horror at finding a 
mummified cat during building works at home. 

Adam White, 30, had to demolish the roof of an 
outbuilding before building an extension. 

But among the rubble and debris, he found the body 
of cat, twisted and solid. 

‘I think it’s been there quite a long time,’ he said. 

SZdT^j'mmified cut while building an exfensfon '' couldn '‘ make "V mind “P whether it was an 

ornament or something but when I saw its teeth and 

rib cage I knew it was real. 




Man finds mummified cat while building an extension 


It was in his shed in Wigan (Picture: SWNS) 

MORE: Parents starved teen daughter and 
hit her with a hammer when she stole food 

There was a hole in the corner of the 
building so I don’t know whether it’s crawled 
in there and got stuck or climbed up to die.’ 

Adam, a plumber, grew up in the house in 
Hindley, Wigan, before buying it years later 
with his wife, Rebecca. 

He had to tell his young son out with him that 
the cat wasn’t real, because he didn’t want to 


upset him. 



Man finds mummified cat while building an extension 


Adam pretended it wasn’t real (Picture: 
SWNS) 

It could have been there for 30 years 
(Picture: SWNS) 

MORE: McDonald’s worker poured boiling 
water over child because he was ‘disturbing 
customers’ 

‘Luckily my other son was in bed - he is 
really obsessed with animals, I think he 
would have been taken aback with it,’ Adam 
said. 
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Man finds mummified cat while building an extension in Hindley, Wigan | Metro News 



Man finds mummified cat while building an extension 


After his dad shared the images online and 
the family appealed for any potential owners, 
people started commenting about what could 
have happened. 

Many were concerned that the cat may have 
died slowly or painfully and that it may be 
someone’s missing pet. 


They may look for a 
microchip (Picture: 
SWNS) 

Others have offered 
to help find the 
owner by scanning 
for microchips. 

However, Adam 
believes it could 
have been there for 
30 years so this may 
not work. 



Man finds mummified cat while 
building an extension 


For mummification to occur, a body must have been exposed to certain conditions, including 
particular chemicals, low humidity or a lack of air which prevent the tissue from decaying. 
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Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found his wallet 14 years ago 


Mashable 


We're using cookies to improve your experience. Click Here to find out more. 


Mashable 


Mashable 

Mashable Asia Mashable Australia Mashable France Mashable India Mashable UK 

o Like 
o Follow 


o 

o Mashable 
o see more > 
• Search 


Search 

• Videos 

• Social Media 

• Tech 

• Business 

• Entertainment 

• World 

• Lifestyle 

• Watercooler 

• Shop 

• More 

o ■ Cha nn els 

■ Videos 

■ Social Media 

■ Tech 

■ Business 

■ Entertainment 

■ World 

■ Lifestyle 

■ Watercooler 

■ Shop 

o ■ Company 

■ About Us 

■ Licensing & Reprints 

■ Archive 

■ Mashable Careers 

o ■ Contact 

■ Contact Us 

■ Submit News 

o ■ Advertise 

■ Advertise 

o ■ Legal 

■ Privacy Policy 

■ Terms of Use 

■ Cookie Policy 

■ Copyright Policy 

o ■ Apps 

■ iPhone / iPad 

■ Android 

o ■ Resources 

■ Subscriptions 

o ■ Sites 

■ Mashable Shop 

■ Job Board 

■ Social Good Summit 


Mashable 



2.3k 

Share on Facebook Share Tweet on Twitter Share Share 


Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found 
his wallet 14 years ago 

http://mashable.com/2017/04/19/man-discovers-lost-wallet-drinking-challenge/?utnn_source=fark&utnn_mediunn=website&utnn_content=link&ICID=ref_fark#Plf... 1/6 














































4/19/2017 


Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found his wallet 14 years ago 


BY APRIL HAUTEA 
19 HOURS AGO 


If you've ever lost your wallet, you'll know that first comes the overwhelming 
feeling of panic and frustration followed by a moment of clarity in which you 
force yourself to let it go. 

SEE ALSO: Absolute legends took a total stranger on holiday and all it took 
was a Facebook search 


Tim Burrows had put the mystery of his lost wallet to rest 14 years go at the 
Reading Festival. So he was surprised when over a decade later, the revelation of 
his lost wallet came to him via Facebook messenger. 

Burrows shared the hilarious conversation on Twitter. 


e? 


4:57PM 


weirdly just seen th 
find my wallet? 


Haha I think my friends found it in a ditch neai 
yellow camp in 2003 if indeed it was yours, it \ 
to the lost and found, but not before one of th< 
lOer out of it and bought as much white lightn 
find... of course looking back on it, that was vt 
illegal but I always thought it would be nice to 
let you know that it went down as an annual tr 
drinking competitions named "the Timothy bui 
challenge". Sorry to inform you so many year; 
happily restore karma by offering to pay the £ 
rightful owner 


I fear now the number of Timothy burrows I h< 
in my attempt to do this... 


timburrows 

Follow 

1—1 @tim burrows 



Been contacted by a man who found my wallet at Reading 2003, 
took £10 out to buy cider and held an annual drinking 
competition in my honour 
12:46 PM - 18 Apr 2017 

13,275 39,513 


A man named Giles had been messaging all the Tim Burrows on Facebook in 
order to find the man whose wallet his friends found back in 2003. 


"I think my friends found it in a ditch near orange and yellow camp in 2003," 
wrote Giles. "If indeed it was yours, it was handed in to lost and found, but not 
before one of them 'burrowed' a lOer out of it and bought as much white lightning 
he could find." 


That year, Giles and his friends held the Tim Burrows Drinking Challenge - a 
cider drinking competition that would become an annual tradition in honor of the 
man whose money they stole. 


Twitter had some hilarious reactions to Burrows' surprise message. 


^7^ Roderick Stanley 

Follow 

@rodstanley 



@timburrows @peter_watts Tim, this is well worth a tenner, I 
think 

1:28 PM - 18 Apr 2017 
9 


thomas weight 

@thweito 


Follow 


@timburrows It did bloody happen, I was there. You know how 
much white lightening you could get for £10 in 20037! Some 
haven't been right since. 
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Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found his wallet 14 years ago 
3:U4 km -Apr zui ( 

5 78 


f Jensenbuullll 

Follow 

tSBS @jensenbuullll 



@timburrows I hope their choice of cider has got better over the 
years. 

1:31 AM - 19 Apr 2017 
4 


1 Andy 

Follow 

H @nwsage66 



@timburrows That should have made your day. I'd 


a. Laugh 

b. Feel honoured. 

c. Buy a cider. 

d. Take more care of my wallet. 
4:16 PM - 18 Apr 2017 

28 



singe 

@kent_latic 


Follow 


@timburrows @Cromerty It's a trap! They'll spike your drink with 
roofie, steal more money/contactless to continue the Annual 
Comp; they've obvs run out of funding 
10:07 PM - 18 Apr 2017 
1 5 
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Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found his wallet 14 years ago 


Eyfl Keir Merrick 

Follow 

@keirmerrick95 



@tim burrows 
2:23 PM - 18 Apr 2017 
19 


Raise a pint for Tim Burrows! 


WATCH: Do you recognize the A-list leads of the 
? A Star Is Born ? remake? 



TOPICS: CIDER . DRINKING GAME . FACEBOOK . FUNNY . LOST 
ITEMS . READING-FESTIVAL . TWITTER . UK . WALLET . 
WATERCOOLER 
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Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found his wallet 14 years ago 



Google, the world’s top advertising company, is building an ad blocker for Chrome 

Patrick Kulp 

Say goodbye to pop-ups. 

1.1k shares 2 hours ago 



Business 

More than 150 tech companies urged a court to shut down Trump's latest travel ban 

Patrick Kulp 

They say the ban will inflict "substantial harm on U.S. companies, their employees, and the entire economy." 
388 shares 2 hours ago 



Angry alligator busts its way up to a second story porch in South Carolina 

Sam Speedy 

Hibernation season's over, b*tches. 

1.4k shares 12 hours ago 
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Man has hilarious Facebook exchange with group who found his wallet 14 years ago 


Tech 

Now you can order and pay for Subway in Facebook Messenger 

Lance Ulanoff 

Finally a decent use for Messenger bots. 

330 shares 2 hours ago 
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Man in bunny suit who blew air horn at police pleads guilty 


Man in bunny suit who blew air horn at police pleads guilty yahoo.com 


AP Associated PressApril 20, 2017 

A SS c 

p rei SPARTA, N.J. (AP) — A man who wore a bunny costume and repeatedly blew an air horn inside 
a New Jersey police station has pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct. 

Kevin Hemmerich (HEM'-er-ik) entered the plea Thursday and was fined $500. The judge also 
ordered a police officer charged with striking Hemmerich in Hopatcong (hoh-PAHT'-kahng) last 
November to stand trial July 6. 

Hopatcong police Officer Nicholas Maresca Jr. has pleaded not guilty to charges of simple assault 
and harassment. More than 50 officers went to court to support him. 

Kevin Hemmerich and his brother entered the Hopatcong Police Department lobby to turn himself in 
for an outstanding warrant. He was dressed in a bunny costume and repeatedly blew the air horn. 

Maresca is seen striking Hemmerich on video taken by his brother. 


Online: http://bit.ly/2pHjGLc 
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Man in clown makeup accused of killing man with bladed gloves in Denver 


Man in clown makeup with bladed gloves accused of killing man 

near Torchy’s Tacos denverpost.com 

The Denver Post 

Suspect tells cops dead man may have fallen on one of the spiked bracelets he was wearing 

By Kirk Mitchell | kmitchell@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: May 23, 2017 at 6:51 am | UPDATED: May 23, 2017 at 6:20 pm 

Denver police have arrested a man who was wearing clown makeup when he allegedly stabbed and 
slashed a 29-year-old man to death with a glove that had blades attached to the end of each finger. 

Christian Lee Gulzow, 36, allegedly attacked the victim at 12:49 a.m. Tuesday following an 
argument near Torchy’s Tacos at West 11th Avenue and Broadway, according to an arrest warrant 
affidavit. 

The Denver coroner’s office identified the victim as Brian Lucero, 29. The cause of death was a 
stab wound, according to a coroner’s office news release. 

Witnesses told police that the suspect, wearing white clown makeup accented with black streaks on 
the face, suddenly began threatening the victim with a glove with blades that were 2- to 3-inches 
long. They were near the Corner Store at West 10th Avenue and Broadway. 

Gulzow began pummeling the victim, who tried to dodge the blows, the police report says. The 
victim eventually punched the suspect, who then yelled at the victim and followed him to Torchy’s. 
The two were the only ones in the restaurant parking lot. 

“The victim collapsed in the north east parking lot of the Torchy’s business,” the report says. 

Gulzow allegedly fled on a scooter, the police report says. 

Police spotted a man on a Denver Public School’s HALO camera riding a scooter matching the 
suspect’s appearance in the 900 block of Galapago Street. 

They saw the man throw an object in the bushes. Police went to the building and found a knife in the 
bushes, the police report says. 

Police found the man at West Alameda Avenue and Lipan Street. His clothes were covered in 
blood, the report says. 

When interviewed at police headquarters Gulzow said a man threatened him and yelled at him “to 
get out of my alley.” He claimed the victim attacked him and stole his scooter, the court records say. 

Gulzow said he may have hurt the victim when he tackled the victim while he was riding away on 
Gulzow’s scooter. The victim may have fallen on one of Gulzow’s spiked wrist bracelets, Gulzow 
told police. The suspect also acknowledged that he may have cut the victim while he jabbed him 
with his “clawed glove.” 

Gulzow’s account was different from those offered by witnesses, the report says. 
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Man in clown makeup accused of killing man with bladed gloves in Denver 


Gulzow’s jail nickname is Diablo. He has an extensive criminal history with multiple domestic 
violence, assault and weapons convictions. In 2012, he was convicted of felony menacing with a 
deadly weapon, according to Colorado Bureau of Investigation records. 

Related Articles 

Kirk Mitchell 

Follow Kirk Mitchell kmitchelldp Follow Kirk Mitchell @kirkmitchell 
Click for Digital & Home Delivery - 50% 

COMMENTS(83) 

John Tomasik 

9 hours ago 

Clown makeup? Check. 

Clown shoes? Check. 

Clown hair? Check. 

Clown gloves with knives? Check. 

A How nature says, "keep away". 

Jack Belcher 

9 hours ago 

I am concerned about what is happening to our clown population. They used to be fun-loving, 
honest citizens. Now they are violent sociopaths. 

amitore locato 

9 hours ago 

< this comment did not meet civility standards > 
rckymtn 
8 hours ago 

In reply to: 

I am concerned about what is happening to our clown population. They used to be fun-loving, 
honest citizens. Now they are violent sociopaths. 

— Jack Belcher 

That is a slur on Clown-Americans. 

CivilizedDawn 
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7 hours ago 

In reply to: 

< this comment did not meet civility standards > 

— amitore locato 

1 thought these were supposed to be "civilized" comments? 

Carlos Bravo 

5 hours ago 

The easily offended are often offended. 

Brian V. Sitterley 

2 hours ago 

In reply to: 

I am concerned about what is happening to our clown population. They used to be fun-loving, 
honest citizens. Now they are violent sociopaths. 

— Jack Belcher 

Remember serial killer John Wayne Gacy? He was a clown, and the favorite subjects of his art were 
clowns. 

alesia 

9 hours ago 

Sad day for clowns in America. First the demise of the Barnum Bailey Ringling Brother Circus now 
this. 

John Carlucci 
9 hours ago 

Well, what did you expect when clowns were thrown out of work? Poverty is the root cause of 
violence. 

Roger Jones 

8 hours ago 

Poverty is NOT the root cause of violence. The root cause of violence is self worship. Self 
worshipers believe others owe them something. Self worshipers believe they deserve something 
someone or society in general is not giving them. Thankfulness and humility with a servant attitude 
is the opposite of self worship. 


http://www.denverpost.com/2017/05/23/denver- pol i ce-death- i nvesti gati on/?utm_source=far k&utm_m edi urn=websi te&utm_content= I i nk&IC ID=ref_far k 


3/6 



5/23/2017 


Man in clown makeup accused of killing man with bladed gloves in Denver 


Larry McDonnell 
8 hours ago 

"Police spotted a man on a Denver Public School’s HALO camera riding a scooter matching the 
suspect’s appearance in the 900 block of Galapago Street." 

Ummmm how many scooter riding clowns are there in Denver? 

Excellent work Detective. 

John Tomasik 

8 hours ago 

HAH! Good one! 

Mark Di Domenico 

6 hours ago 

In reply to: 

"Police spotted a man on a Denver Public School’s HALO camera riding a scooter matching the 
suspect’s appearance in the 900 block of Galapago Street." Ummmm how many scooter riding 
clowns are... 

— Larry McDonnell 
More than you think. 

Bunson Honeydew 
4 hours ago 

In reply to: 

"Police spotted a man on a Denver Public School’s HALO camera riding a scooter matching the 
suspect’s appearance in the 900 block of Galapago Street." Ummmm how many scooter riding 
clowns are... 

— Larry McDonnell 

"Say aren't you that clown on a scooter with Freddy Kreuger hands that they are looking for on the 
radio?" 

"No man! That must have been that clown that just passed me like a bat outta hell! He went that 
way!" 

LaPetomane 
4 hours ago 


http://www.denverpost.com/2017/05/23/denver- pol i ce-death- i nvesti gati on/?utm_source=far k&utm_m edi urn=websi te&utm_content= I i nk&IC ID=ref_far k 


4/6 



5/23/2017 


Man in clown makeup accused of killing man with bladed gloves in Denver 


In reply to: 

"Police spotted a man on a Denver Public School’s HALO camera riding a scooter matching the 
suspect’s appearance in the 900 block of Galapago Street." Ummmm how many scooter riding 
clowns are... 

— Larry McDonnell 

It would have been funnier if it was a tiny car with 10 of them in it. 

Brian V. Sitterley 
2 hours ago 

In reply to: 

"Police spotted a man on a Denver Public School’s HALO camera riding a scooter matching the 
suspect’s appearance in the 900 block of Galapago Street." Ummmm how many scooter riding 
clowns are... 

— Larry McDonnell 

Per the story, there was just a bit more to the subject's appearance than just the scooter. 
Smoked some bad pot I am sure. 

Richard Parker 
5 hours ago 

There is no bad pot, only misunderstood pot. 

Kim80 

13 hours ago 

If it's unclear whether the death is suspicious....it's suspicious. 

David Olds 
10 hours ago 

Cowardly witnesses should have intervened. Take a baseball bat to the idiot, 
mckillio 
4 hours ago 

Who walks around with a baseball bat? 

Lyman Hall 
13 hours ago 
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"Denver police investigating death near 11th Avenue and Broadway as homicide 
It’s still unclear whether the death was suspicious" 

Hi, again! Can I civilly say that the head and the sub are a RIOT when you read them together! "It's 
a murder, but we're not sure if it's suspicious." That's FUNNY! That's almost funny enough to make 
me subscribe to your fine, fair minded, honest, and well edited paper! 

AUsernameToDisplay 

12 hours ago 

Maybe when they say they are still unclear on whether or not it was suspicious, what they mean is 
they don't know if the killer wore one of those glasses/nose disguises. That would be suspicious! 

Thin The Herd 

7 hours ago 

An extensive history of violent crimes, and he's now killed someone. Gosh, who would expect that? 

While it's generally foolish and counterproductive to send non-violent criminals up for long stretches, 
actual predators should be really old and feeble when they get out...if they do. 

Mike Burns 

7 hours ago 

Edward Scissorhands returns ! 

Michael Mayher 

8 hours ago 

... and throw away the key. 
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Man issues £50,000 challenge to ISIS to come and kill him as he poses in London with a sword 


American issues £50,000 challenge to ISIS to come and kill him as he 

poses in London with a sword thesun.co.uk 


Columnist Andre Walker posted a picture of himself posing on the banks of the River Thames in 
Westminster with a drawn sword pointed at the camera and an offer to jihadis 

By George Sandeman 
4th June 2017, 1:45 pm 
Updated: 4th June 2017, 7:40 pm 

A SWORD-WIELDING journalist who shared a picture of himself online waving a sword and 
challenging terrorists to fight has claimed they are “too scared to take him on”. 

Andre Walker, a columnist for the New York Observer, offered £50,000 to any jihadi who could kill 
him while posing on the banks of the Thames. 



Twitter 


Journalist Andre Walker challenged ISIS to a 
fight on social media 

He made the bold pronouncement on Twitter 
the morning after three men ran over 
pedestrians on London Bridge and went on a 
stabbing spree in Borough Market. 

A tweet posted at 7.20am by Andre Walker 
read: “A bounty on my head. Any #lsis 
terrorist that kills me gets £50k. I’ll give my 
address. No police. But I’ve got a sword. 
Good luck.” 





Andre Walker O 

@andrejpwalker 


J 1 + Follow 


Listen, terrorists are cowards, let's not be 
ashamed to say that. 


RETWEETS LIKES 

14 53 

3:19 AM - 4 Jun 2017 


: •»*BV4I P * 


Defending the post later 
on in the day, Walker 
said: “As the craziness 
dies down let me explain 
something. 

“I spent time thinking 
about a way to illustrate 
the cowardice of these 
terrorists. 


26 14 V 53 


Twitter 


me. 


“I’ve had 3,000,000 views 
on my Twitter today and 
not one request to fight 


“Most newspapers said they’d win, and maybe they would, but they don’t have the guts to try. 
“Last night I went out with my friends rather than sit in fear of these idiots. 


https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3720504/man-challenge-isis-to-kill-him/?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&utm_content=link&ICID=ref_fark 
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Man issues £50,000 challenge to ISIS to come and kill him as he poses in London with a sword 



Andre Walker $ 

@andrejpwalker 


£+ Follow 


I'm not worried about looking silly, nor am I 
worried about #ISIS... Come on lads, have a 
crack. 


“Tomorrow when you go out think to yourself that the 
‘terrorists’ were so terrifying they wouldn’t even take 
on a middle aged fat guy with a sword... I have 
nothing but contempt for people that think blowing 
up children makes them hard.” 


Dave @Dave20075779 
Replying to @andrejpwalker 

Fair comment but you do know that some wag will now photoshop a light sabre on this 
don't you 3$ 


RETWEETS LIKES 
8 22 
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11:26 PM - 3 Jun 2017 

4% 13 t3- 8 V 22 Pi 


Twitter 


A witness heard one of the men shout “this is for 
Allah” during the attack which left seven dead and 
48 injured. 

Mr Walker, an accredited member of the 
Westminster press pack, defended himself from 
critics on social media and called the perpetrators of 
the terror attack on London Bridge “cowards”. 


He said: “Very simple, fight someone who is a fair opponent. No honour in running over children. I’m 
suggesting a fair fight... with me.” 
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Man makes more than £11,500 after selling rare vintage Asian-style dipping sauces from McDonald's - Mirror Online 


The man found the Szechuan and Wasabi dipping sauces while 
cleaning out a car 

By Rebecca Flood 13:33, 14 APR 2017 Updated 13:56, 14 APR 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


The limited edition sauces were released in 1998 to mark the release of Disney hit Mulan 



Mulan Szechuan Dipping Sauce 1998 

Item condition: New 

Ended: Apr 11. 2017, 4:46AM 


A British man is lovin’ it after making more 
than £11,500 by stumbling across a pair of 
vintage limited edition sauces from 
McDonald’s . 


Winning bid US $14,700.00 (187 bids ] 

Approximately 

HKD 114,230.53 


Shipping: May not ship to Hong Kong • Read item 
shipping options. | Sccjietiil* 

hem locefton. Ipewtch, United lOhQdotn 


The eBay seller, from Ipswich, found the pair 
of Asian inspired sauces while cleaning out a 
“really old car”. 


Sh*»to: United State* 

Originally released by the fast food giant in 
1998, the lucky Brit came across unopened 

ProcMMd by PayPal 

Returns: 14 days money back, buyer pays return Szechuan and Wasabi dipping sauces. 


Guarantee: efc> 


Described by the seller as the "Mulan 

Szechuan teriyaki dipping sauce”, the limited edition sauce was originally created to mark the 
release of Disney’s animated classic Mulan. 


The advert on eBay racked up 187 bids before being sold for $14,700 (£11,746). 


In the item description the seller says: "I hope somebody who wants to eat some 20-year-old gnarly 
sauce gets this. 


"I would prefer not to sell it to a collector." 


The sauces recently re-captured the public’s imagination after being referenced on popular US 
animated sitcom Rick and Morty. 

Piquing tastebuds around the world, a petition was set-up to try and persuade McDonald’s to bring 
back the sauce which attracted more than 20,000 signatures. 

The petition said: “I want Szeshuan dipping sauce for the Mcnugget, which hasn't been in 
production since 1998, and I need it to happen soon, and with the rise in people knowing about it, 
and the new Mulan movie coming out, it would be a travesty for Mcdonalds not to take advantage of 
this amazing opportunity to not only cater to fans of flavor, but also to the millions of people who 
want to relive the experience of the Mcdonalds Szeschuan dipping sauce that they remember, [sic]” 

Described as “sweet, sour and spicy”, it is unclear whether the chain has any plans to reintroduce 
the dips despite popular demand. 


But the golden arches indicated there is a glimmer of hope the sauce could make a comeback, with 
a spokesman telling USA Today: “We never say never, because when our customers speak, we 
listen.” 


http://www.rn i rror.co.uk/news/wei rd- news/m an- m akes- m ore-11500-after-10225882 
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Man makes more than £11,500 after selling rare vintage Asian-styIe dipping sauces from McDonald's - Mirror Online 



Not the first time hungry fans have tried to get 
their hands on the fabled sauce, a listing on 
eBay of the szechuan sauce fetched bids of 
$99,00 (£80,000) before vanishing earlier this 
month. 

And other classic McDonald's items have 
been eagerly snapped up by fast-food lovers, 
with a limited edition release of 4,000 bottles 
of Big Mac sauce seeing some shops sell out 
within minutes. 

The 500ml bottles also popped up online 


selling for £49, despite retailing at £2.40. 


In 2014 the company put the sauce up for sale in eBay, with some bottles fetching £8,800. 
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Man sets fire to smoke out opossums, burns down house instead - CBS News 


Man sets fire to smoke out opossums, burns down house instead 

AP May 5, 2017, 9:38 PM CbsnewS.COm 

LANCASTER, Pa. - A Pennsylvania man trying to scare away opossums by setting a fire has 
destroyed his home. 

LNP reports the row house blaze on Wednesday in Lancaster began when a man used butane to 
light a pile of leaves in his backyard. The man apparently hoped the smoke would help rid him of the 
marsupials, which are known for playing dead. 

A city fire marshal says the fire got out of control and spread to the home, which was built of wood. 

The building was condemned. Three people were displaced as a result of the fire, which did 
$50,000 in damage. A firefighter required hospital treatment for a shoulder injury. 

Officials say the man had problems with bees also. 

Copyright © 2017 CBS Interactive Inc. 

All rights reserved. 

© 2017 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Man shoots himself in penis while getting out of car - Toledo News Now, News, Weather, Sports, Toledo, OH 


Man shoots himself in penis while getting out of car 

Saturday, May 6 2017 6:43 PM EDT wtol.COm 


WTOL 

4 





Man shoots himself in penis while getting out of car 

Monday, May 8th 2017, 9:49 am PDTMonday, May 8th 2017, 11:12 am PDT 
By WTOL Staff 

A man was admitted to a hospital after shooting himself in a very sensitive area Sunday night. 

According to Toledo police, they got a call after Murad Hamedallah was heard screaming that he 
had been shot while getting out of his car. 

The caller told police he watched Hamedallah walk towards a garbage can on Manhattan before 
eventually falling to the ground. 

When crews arrived, they found Hamedallah with a single gunshot wound that went through his 
penis and right thigh. 

Police found a bullet hole in his driver's seat; the gun was found behind the garbage can on 
Manhattan. 

Hamedallah was taken to St. Vincent Medical Center in Toledo for serious injuries. He's expected to 
be okay. 

Follow WTOL: 


Download our app here. 

Copyright 2017 WTOL. All rights reserved. 

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2017 Raycom Media. All Rights Reserved. For more information on 
this site, please read our Privacy Policy, Terms of Service, and Ad Choices. 
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Man stabbed in head with knife - and he doesn't even appear to notice - Mirror Online 


Man stabbed in head with knife - and he doesn't even appear to notice 

By Kelly-Ann Mills 13:23, 9 DEC 2015 Updated 13:49, 9 DEC 2015 News (Tlirror.CO.uk 


The armed man slams the blade into the top of the man's scalp as he sits behind a reception desk, 
in this shocking CCTV 

This shocking CCTV shows the 
moment a thug stabs a man in the 
head with a large knife and bizarrely 
the victim appears to have no idea. 

The armed man slams the blade 
into the top of the man's scalp as he 
sits behind a reception desk. 

But seconds later the victim stands 
up completely unaware there is a 
weapon protruding out of him. 

He suddenly puts his hand up to his 

But his attempts to pull the sharp knife out as the attacker starts to run off. 

Remarkably, the victim even chases after the 
attacker as he leaves. 

The knife is believed to have penetrated 
10mm into the man's head, with him needing 
to spend two weeks in hospital recovering. 

Police in Petropavlovsk, Kazakhstan, where 
the attack took place have arrested a man in 
connection with the attack. 

Just last month we reported another failed 
robbery attempt at a hotel in America. 

The was foiled when a cool receptionist 

• ©2017 MGN Limited 



Thug knifes bloke in head but victim doesn't realise 


laughed in his face and he ran off empty handed. 



hair and realises something is wrong. 


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-stabbed-head-knife-doesnt-6981096 
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/ 



Thug knifes bloke in head but victim doesn't realise 
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Man who played Barney the Dinosaur for 10 years claims he has psychic powers and practises tantra - Mirror Online 


Man who played Barney the Dinosaur says he is psychic and 
practises tantra 

ByZahra Mulroy 15:58, 8 JUN 2017 Updated 16:13, 8 JUN 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


David Joyner was inside the dinosaur suit for ten years and has led a very interesting life 

"I love you, you love me, we're a 
happy family. With a great big hug 
and a kiss from me to you, won't you 
say you love me too?" 

Remember this catchy theme tune? 
Sang by Barney the Dinosaur during 
EVERY episode of his show's 18 
year run? 

No doubt it probably still haunts 
many a parent today. 

For those of you not familiar with the 
giant purple dinosaur, as series go, Barney and Friends was a big deal. 

Rejecting the sort of blood-lust behaviour you'd normally expect from a Tyrannosaurus Rex , Barney 
instead chose to promote messages of caring, sharing and learning. 

But how does the man in the Barney suit measure up? 

Meet David Joyner, who played Barney for 10 years between 1991 and 2001. 

While Bob West voiced the dinosaur, David 
was responsible for all of Barney's nifty moves 
- and if you ever watched an episode, you'll 
know that Barney loved to dance. 

Business Insider spoke to Joyner and as his 
interview shows, he's lead a very interesting 
life. 

Joyner made quite the leap from software 
analytics to playing Barney and admitted he 
had always wanted to be on TV. 

Interestingly, Joyner claims he foresaw he 

"There's a lot of psychic energy in my family," he reveals, "and there's a lot of clairvoyance. And a 
lot of times, with me, if I'm trying to figure out a situation, I'll dream about it. 

"Well, the night before the audition, I had this dream. And in this dream, Barney passes out. And I 
have to give Barney mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 




http://www. m i r ror.co. uk/news/wei rd- news/m an- w ho- pi ayed- bar ney-di nosaur-10585455 
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Man who played Barney the Dinosaur for 10 years claims he has psychic powers and practises tantra - Mirror Online 



'Barney and Friends' TV Series season 9 - 2004 


"So on the way to the audition, I'm sitting at a 
stoplight, and something says 'Look up.' So I look up, 
and there's this billboard. It says 'Breathe life into your 
vacation - Southwest Airlines.' 

"And then it hits me. I had to breathe life into Barney 
in my dream. If I go into this audition and breathe life 
into this character, I'm going on vacation. And that's 
exactly what I did." 



Barney the Dinosaur 


"So, of course, they called me and asked if I would be Barney. And I said, "Of course." I pretty much 
already knew that I was going to be Barney. But it was great getting that phone call." 


Playing a 70 pound dinosaur is no mean feat - and it would reach up to 120 degrees inside the 
costume. 


Inside the suit, Joyner could only see up to Barney's mouth and when that was closed, it meant his 
view was completely obstructed. 

To prepare for this, Joyner would would walk around my apartment as if he were blind. 

"I would close my eyes, and I would try to feel energy. And try to feel the energy of anything that 
was around me. And then try to pick things up." 

When Joyner was 19, he started studying Tantra. 

"A lot of times when people think about Tantra they think it's all about sex," Joyner continues. 

"Well Tantra's much more than that. Because Tantra deals with loving energy, life force energy, and 
energy that rises through your system. 

"Now, it's no accident that I've been spreading 'I love you' all around the world." 

• ©2017 MGN Limited 
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Man with 'samurai sword' tackled by worker in Harrisburg bar | PennLive.com 


Man with 'samurai sword' tackled by worker in Harrisburg bar 

By Barbara Miller \ bmiller@pennlive.com \ Follow on Twitter on April 13, 2017 at 4:17 PM, updated April 13, 

2017 at 9 :i 5 pm pennlive.com 

A man carrying what was described as a "samurai" sword was tackled by a worker inside a 
Harrisburg bar this afternoon. 

Man with samurai sword tackled in bar 

Tina Malachi, a server in Rookie's Craft Burger Bar, 2238 Derry St., said the man, who wasn't 
wearing a shirt, walked in and sat at the bar. When he got up and walked into the pool room she 
asked him to put on a shirt, which is when she saw the sword. 

Another employee sitting at the bar stood up and looked at the man, and the man then raised the 
sword up with both arms, said the worker. The employee ducked under the man's arms and 
grabbed him from behind, tackling him to the ground, assisted by some customers. They held him 
down until police arrived. 

The man was arrested for summary warrants and the sword was confiscated, said Capt. Gabriel 
Olivera of Harrisburg police. The man's name was not immediately available. 
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Marauding crows attack more than a dozen people at CIT / Sunday World 


Marauding crows attack more than a dozen people at Cork Institute of 

Technology sundayworld.com 

At least 15 people have been injured in a bizarre spate of crow 'attacks' on an Irish college campus. 

Two people at Cork Institute of Technology (CIT) required medical attention after being injured by a rampaging 
crow. 

The college was made aware of the string of incidents yesterday after one staff member reported being 
attacked by a crow in a car park behind CIT’s main entrance. 

It is understood the man needed medical attention for scratch wounds caused by the crow. 

The injured people also received prescribed antibiotics and tetanus jabs. 

The story was first reported by the Irish Examiner. 

Speaking to Independent.ie, a spokeswoman for CIT confirmed that the injuries were “minor” in both cases and 
there have been no further cases that required medical attention. 

However, since the report emerged yesterday more than a dozen people have reported similar incidents. 

The Cork Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of Animals (CSPCA) will travel to the college campus today to 
assist in dealing with the situation. 

However, they stressed that the full detail of the situation will not be clear until they survey the area. 

It may not be as severe as originally feared. 

The CSPCA believe the spike in crow-related incidents could be a result of a number of factors. 

One of these is that the campus is emptying out at the end of term. 

“A lot of students have left campus, so they might not be getting the crumbs or the bread crusts they’re used to 
so they could be doing this to remind people, saying “we’re still here"," the spokesman. 

“They could also be nesting in the area, and one of their young might have fallen down on the ground. There 
are a number of different things it could be.” 

Signs warning students not to throw food on the ground for the crows will be recommended by the charity. 
Students and staff have been currently advised to avoid walking in the area affected. 

Daniel O'Connor 
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5/15/2017 Chef Marcus Volke made chilling phone call to electrician while he cooked his transgender girlfriend Mayang Prasetyo in Brisbane, Australia | Metro News 


Chefs chilling phone call for advice while he cooked his girlfriend in a broth metro.co.uk 


Jimmy Nsubuga for Metro.co.ukMonday 15 May 2017 10:10 am 

Mayang Prasetyo, 27, was killed by her boyfriend Marcus Volke (Picture: Facebook/Marcus Volke) 

A chef made a chilling phone call to an electrician while he tried to cook his murdered girlfriend in a broth. 

Marcus Volke, 28, contacted Brad Coyne when the power went out at his home in Brisbane, Australia, in 
October 2014. 


The electricity became faulty after he murdered sex worker Mayang Prasetyo, 27, and then tried to dispose of 
her body by cutting it up and boiling it. 

This caused the power to short-circuit after the pan boiled over. 

‘G’day, is this a 24-hour electrician?’ he said. 


Chilling phone call from killer to electricianhttp://metro.co.uk/video/1464431 



I've got a bit of a problem. 

I was cooking on my stove, 
It's an electrical stove and 
the stock pot boiled over, 
dripped down and got Into 
the oven and basically made 
this big bang and then al 


‘Yeah I got a bit of a problem. Urn, I was 
cooking on my stove, it’s an electric 
stove and the stock pot boiled over, 
dripped down and got into the oven and 
basically made this big bang and then all 
the power turned off. 

‘Does it sound like something you’d be 
able to fix today?’ 

MORE: Never-before-seen footage 
finally shows what narwhal’s tusks are 
for 

Marcus Volke later killed himself 


(Picture: Marcus Volke/Facebook) 


When Mr Coyne attended the home in Teneriffe, a suburb of the city, a few hours later he was met with a 
horrible smell that Volke said was down to a ‘pig’s broth’ he was cooking. 


The electrician also spotted garbage bags and chemicals in the home, which made him suspicious. 

Once he had restored the power he contacted the building manager, who then notified the police about a 
potential problem. 


‘We went into the bathroom which had laundry in it and there was a cupboard that had the washing machine in it 
- which I didn’t know at the time had bits of his wife’s body in it, like her head and arms,’ Mr Coyne told the 
Scottish Daily Record in 2014. 

After two police officers arrived at the home Volke made a run for it and eventually killed himself by cutting his 
own throat. 


Constable Liam McWhinney then found Ms Prasetyo’s body parts cooking on the stove. 
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Mass brawl breaks out at Lord Of The Dance performance in Manchester | talkRADIO 


Mass brawl breaks out at Lord Of The Dance performance in 

Manchester talkradio.co.uk 

A mass brawl broke out during a performance of Michael Flatley's Lord Of The Dance in 
Manchester. 

The fight took place in the orchestra stalls at the Palace Theatre just before 9pm on the show's 
opening night. 

Police were called to the scene where eight people were found to be involved, according to The 
Telegraph. 

One woman was arrested in the incident on suspicion of being drunk and disorderly. 

However, there were no reports of injuries in relation to the brawl. 

The theatre has not made a public comment on the incident. 

© 2017 Wireless Group Limited. Terms of Use and Privacy Policy are applicable to you. All rights 
reserved. 
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East Palestine Police: 8-year-old drives 4-year-old sister to ge - WFMJ.com News weather sports for Youngstown-Warren Ohio 


East Palestine Police: 8-year-old drives 4-year-old sister to get 
cheeseburger 

Wednesday, April 12 2017 10:48 PM EDT wfmj.COITl 

It wasn't a Big Mac attack, but a hankering for a cheeseburger that prompted an eight-year-old boy 
from East Palestine to get behind the wheel of his dad's van and drive to the local McDonald's with 
his 4-year-old sister. 

East Palestine Police officer Jacob Koehler tells 21 News that the boy pulled up to the drive-thru 
window of the restaurant at around 8 p.m. Sunday after driving from his home where his parents 
were sleeping about a half mile away. 

The boy just wanted to buy a cheeseburger at the Market Street restaurant, according to police. 

“He looked up videos on YouTube on how to drive,” said officer Koehler, who adds that witnesses 
say the boy followed the rules of the road, stopping for lights and keeping within speed limits. 

The children did get to eat at McDonald's while they waited for their grandparents to pick them up. 

No charges are being filed, according to Koehler. 
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Megyn Kelly Blasted For Giving Air Time To Alex Jones, A Sandy Hook Truther | Deadline 


Megyn Kelly Torched For Giving NBC Air Time To Sandy Hook 
Truther Alex Jones 

by Lisa de Moraes deadline.com 


Deadline 

June 12, 2017 11:42am 


Two weeks after former Fox News Channel 
primetime star Megyn Kelly was torched for 
chiding cable news networks’ lack of civility in 
her NBC News debut, Kelly now is getting 
pounded for giving the NBC News platform to 
Sandy Hook truther/Donald Trump pal Alex 
Jones. 

Kelly has defended the booking, scheduled for 
Sunday, insisting the public needs to know 
more about the man who has had Trump on 
his radio show, his InfoWars web program, 
and whose website is getting White House 

Hooey, critics shoot back, calling it a shameful ratings play, demanding NBC News pull the interview 
and putting the squeeze on Kelly’s Sunday newsmag advertisers, in service of which they’ve 
created hashtag #shameonNBC. 

Jones is best known creator and public face of Infowars, in which he preaches that the federal 
government is behind the Oklahoma City bombing, the September 11,2001 attack on the World 
Trade Towers and Pentagon, and the Sandy Hook Elementary School slaughter which he insists 
was staged. Oh, and the feds faked the moon landing. 

In promotional material for Sunday’s broadcast, Kelly is seen asking Jones about his Sandy Hook 
truther claims, and she asks him questions that might better have been put to a mental health 
expert, including “They call you the most paranoid man in America. Is that true?” 

In re his Sandy Hook conspiracy, viewers will, on Father’s Day, see Kelly ask him, “When you say 
parents faked their children’s deaths, people get upset.” 

He shoots back: “But they don’t get angry about half-a-million dead Iraqis killed by sanctions.” 

Kelly accuses him of dodging question and he goes to his playbook: “I looked at all the angles about 
Newtown, I made my statement before the other media picked it up.” 

On Twitter, #shameonNBC was up and running as plugs for this coming Sunday’s broadcast ran 
during her Sunday newsmag. Families of victims of the Sandy Hook slaughter say giving Jones this 
platform will step-up the campaign of abuse they continue to suffer at the hands of Jones followers: 

Watchdog group Media Matters argued Kelly and NBC News are giving the “NBC imprimatur of 
credibility to one of the more despicable figures in that parallel press, helping him gain access to a 
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new audience,” noting Jones was counseled by “Infowars cohort Roger Stone” to do the interview in 
order to “break through to the mainstream.” 

Jones thinks along those same lines, as evidenced by his last Wednesday screed about Kelly. After 
being interviewed on tape by the former prosecutor, Jones spent about 12 minutes whipping his 
followers up to hate-watch Sunday’s broadcast. 

“Not feminine. Cold. Robotic. Dead,” he said of Kelly. “I felt zero attraction to Megyn Kelly. That’s not 
an insult to Megyn Kelly,” he added, stating the obvious. 

Jones said he had talked to others who do not find Kelly attractive, and wondered whether it’s 
“because you’re dealing with...sociopath? A psychopath? I don’t know.” 

Of Kelly’s interview style, Jones described: “You can have that painted-on joker smile all you want... 
and those lawyer, sociopath eyes. But at the end of the day, I’ve spoken the truth.” 

Kelly has gotten off to an incendiary start at NBC News. Various viewers thought it pretty rich when 
Kelly made her debut on the network two weeks back with a segment about the death of polite 
public discourse, in which she went all Ladies of River City over clips of cable news talking heads 
screaming at and over each other. The Daily Show said it best in a report about Kelly’s campaign to 
transform herself from Fox News “Culture war soldier” to NBC’s “Mahatma Blondie.” 

“Megyn was the Tonya Harding of cable news for 12 years, breaking journalism’s kneecaps over 
and over, and we were just the poor Nancy Kerrigans, being like, ‘Why!? Why?!'” the Comedy 
Central late-night show’s “correspondent” Michelle Wolf blasted. “Now you expect us to forgive you 
just because you made the Olympics? I don’t think so, Tonya!” 

62 Comments 

Comments On Deadline Hollywood are monitored. So don't go off topic, don't impersonate anyone, 
and don't get your facts wrong. 

1 . 

Jenny • on Jun 12, 2017 11:45 am 
Incredibly pathetic to give this POS a platform 


• on Jun 12, 2017 12:18 pm 

who Alex or Megyn? I mean they are both essentially the same - she shilled for Fox 
news for years - spreading fear and misinformation - he’s a lunatic with a rabid following 
- all bad - all bad for the country 


Jeff Goe • on Jun 12, 2017 3:55 pm 

You left stupid asses are the problem, you don’t do enough research, you listen to 
mainstream news and think its real, Alex Jones has been the only one bringing the real 
truth to light for ears, boy you commenters are friggin stupid!!! 
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• on Jun 12, 2017 10:35 pm 

Jeff, first stop boozing it up so much and second you are pathetic 

2 . 

nyguy • on Jun 12, 2017 11:49 am 

She’s tainted goods and Alex is scum. No thanks, I get enough of that every day in 
Presidential politics. 

O 

Talking Head • on Jun 12, 2017 5:06 pm 

Yup. The left will never like her and the right thinks she is a traitor. Good luck building a 
sustainable TV career with no audience interest. 

3. 

JG Hoosier • on Jun 12, 2017 11:50 am 

Meagn “Mahdon” Kelly never had any talent or journalist know how to boot! That’s why the 
‘TRUMPT’ never heired her either, even when she exposed Ol’Roger! 

O 

• on Jun 12, 2017 7:12 pm 

Why does she insist on showing skin. 

4. 

Claire • on Jun 12, 2017 11:54 am 

I am absolutely done with her and NBC. I don’t know any of the families of the victims of sandy 
hook and I can’t think of it without crying. How could they give this person air time? Shame on 
them. I don’t care of they bring back friends. NBC will never be on in my home if they air this 
interview. 

O 

• on Jun 12, 2017 12:23 pm 

Megyn Kelly I will never watch your show . Shame on you and shame on Alex Jones. 

O 

• on Jun 12, 2017 1:40 pm 

Boycott NBC then. Don’t just complain. Do something. 

5. 

Megyn's Next Get: Bill Cosby Tells His Side of Things • on Jun 12, 2017 12:04 pm 
Why Trump Won, Exhibits #2348, 2349 

6 . 
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• on Jun 12, 2017 12:15 pm 

Novel idea: give all sides a voice not just your own. otherwise you might as well talk to yourself 
all day so you can always be “right”. 


Lynn • on Jun 12, 2017 2:57 pm 

Ordinarily I am fine with hearing all sides of an argument, but people like Alex Jones and 
other truthers made and continue to make the lives of the families of those lost in Sandy 
Hook a living hell. They demand proof (pictures, etc.) that people actually died and claim 
it was all acting. And to the person who also posted that we should allow new ideas, how 
could you possible consider this harrassment by truthers to be new ideas. Free speech 
does not give you the right to contact family members and demand that they prove their 
child is actually dead. One guy actually suggested that the family sold their child to a sex 
trafficking ring. Just reading that post and others today from several families of what they 
have experienced made me sick and ashamed of some of the people in this world. 

Giving this man and his followers a broader audience will legitimize the hate they put out 
and increase the number who won’t leave Sandy Hook and Pulse families alone. No one 
should have to “prove” that their child actually died. 


laughingelf • on Jun 12, 2017 3:19 pm 

So maybe she could interview some flat earthers, Noah Ark believers, investigate 
whether Ted Cruz father was involved in Kennedy Assassination, whether Elvis is still 
alive.... Cause all those have as much basis as the Sandy Hook massacre was faked. 
So low has our news shows have become. :-( 


7. 

• on Jun 12, 2017 12:18 pm 

Only bitter liberals still clinging to Obama would take this article seriously. 


Kdellio • on Jun 12, 2017 3:55 pm 

Get over yourself! What does Obama have to do with this? 


8 . 

Pgd • on Jun 12, 2017 12:32 pm 

Let your remote do the talking. Poor ratings drives reduced advertising revenue which drives 
change of behavior. 

It’s a simple formula that’s worked for centuries: don’t give unnecessary attention to bad 
behavior. 

9. 

shame • on Jun 12, 2017 12:33 pm 
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“Truther?” Don’t do it, Deadline. Don’t let them legitimize that term for what they are. This 
headline should call him “Sandy Hook Crackpot Alex Jones.” 

O 

Sheegreek@sbcglobal.net • on Jun 12, 2017 1:06 pm 

I agree. Call this unforgivably disgusting “crackpot” what he is...inhuman. He’s the 
psychopath and NBC will lose me and lots of decent caring people if they air this. 

STOP GIVING THESE CRAZY FOLKS ANY ATTENTION...INCLUDING THE 

PREZ TWEETS! 


10 . 

Angry Andy • on Jun 12, 2017 12:39 pm 
They mirror each other. 

11 . 

Natebest • on Jun 12, 2017 12:42 pm 
Alex Jones speaks the truth:0) 

12 . 

Gay Frog • on Jun 12, 2017 12:44 pm 

Shame on NBC for stooping lower than even Fox News would go. 

13 . 

Patricia Moreno • on Jun 12, 2017 1:00 pm 

The only way for any society to advance is an influx of different ideas. To continue this pattern 
of shutting and shouting down new ideas is to take us to an echo chamber. I don’t like this 
stifling of free speech and ideas, it’s contrary to progress. 

O 

Dan • on Jun 12, 2017 4:36 pm 

Nothing to do with new ideas. Jones has his own money making vehicles to spread his 
lunacy, not interviewing him on TV does not even mildly equate to shutting him down. 
New ideas? Have you actually listened to Jones? There aren’t ideas there in any sense 
of the word. He has a script that he shoehorns every event into in order to make money. 

O 

Lisa D • on Jun 12, 2017 5:58 pm 

There are ideas and then there are obvious lies. Jones traffics in absurdities and lies, not 
ideas, and no reputable platform should give him airtime. It has nothing to do with free 
speech or progress. Free speech doesn’t entitle you to air your inaccuracies on 
television shows. 


14. 
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Johnson • on Jun 12, 2017 1:15 pm 

Why aren’t these people upset that 60 Minutes interviews dictators like the Syrian President, a 
person who actually killed children? And not some idiot being showing off his stupid he is? 
Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm? 

O 

• on Jun 12, 2017 7:12 pm 

I don’t know. Whyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy? 


15 . 

Testo • on Jun 12, 2017 1:30 pm 

I think Trump admin just gave infowars access to Whitehouse press room too. 

16 . 

Hnon • on Jun 12, 2017 1:41 pm 

Megyn Kelly really gambled away her worth. Once you’re on Fox, there will never be a 
mainstream career for you. 

17 . 

Scott • on Jun 12, 2017 1:41 pm 

I posted an hour ago and my comment is still being hidden (“under Moderation”). Let’s see if 
Deadline lets ALL opinions that are polite/well written get posted so an actual conversation 
can occur. 

18. 

• on Jun 12, 2017 1:41 pm 
Boycott NBC! 

O 

JoAnn Turner • on Jun 12, 2017 4:37 pm 
Boycott Kelly and NBC 


19 . 

Ray Schoenig • on Jun 12, 2017 1:55 pm 

People should boycott her show. To give this clown a platform is digusting. I wonder if she 
would feel this way if it was one of her family members that was killed and people said it was a 
hoax 

20 . 

Susan Mcguffin • on Jun 12, 2017 2:16 pm 

I don’t find a good place to comment. I’ve been a loyal fan of NBC news for many years. I will 
no longer watch NBC as long as you have Meagan Kelly. Just so you know. 
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21. 

Tank • on Jun 12, 2017 2:52 pm 

I get the outrage but in these times I think seeing the crazies in action out of their normal 
context informs people of why they need to be attacked/defended against. AJ does appeal to a 
lot of those who love Trump, and it is these people who are now trying to destroy our 
democracy. Why? If Ms. Kelly does a Dan Rather-like interview it would be a good thing 
maybe. That said, I am doubtful of this, since on Fox Ms. Kelly had to tell black children Santa 
was white, but we do need to know the enemy (AJ) even when his existence is a waste of 
perfectly good oxygen. I will wait until after the interview to judge MK and her choice of 
subjects. 

22 . 

Jim Lasek • on Jun 12, 2017 2:58 pm 

I think it’s fantastic that this human pile of crap is getting exposed for what he is. Remember 
this is the pos that has Trump’s attention. 

23. 

Mik Sohn • on Jun 12, 2017 3:26 pm 

Hiring Megan Kelly and Greta van Susteren or having Hugh Hewitt and Jeffrey Lord as 
contributors - they’re all part of MSNBC’s self-proclaimed campaign to move the channel to 
the right. Is inviting O’Reilly or Alex Jones to be panel members next? Don’t be too surprised if 
it happens. 

24. 

mgt • on Jun 12, 2017 3:39 pm 

I see no problem putting this guy on display in front of hundreds of thousands who have no 
idea who he is and letting them see exactly where a crap load of their fellow Americans have 
been getting their info from for the last few years. Maybe it will scare the mainstream back 
towards the middle. 

25. 

JoAnn Turner • on Jun 12, 2017 4:34 pm 

Meghan is from Fox News, she is use to spinning Fake News .This whole country is going to 
the dogs because of those who are involved in the White House. I hear and see nothing but 
evil, corruption and lies, and the slaughter of poor children and seniors and handicapped 
people. 

O 

• on Jun 13, 2017 1:53 am 

bunch of brain washed liberals, Clinton lovers on these comments. 

Load More Comments 
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thelocal.dk 


AFP/The Local 
news.denmark@thelocal.com 
30 May 2017 
11:46 CEST+02:00 

The "Little Mermaid" statute in Copenhagen, one of 
the city's most famous monuments, was vandalised 
on Tuesday by animal rights activists outraged over 
whaling, police said. 

The culprits sprayed red paint on the statue, which 
sits on a rock by the waterside in the Danish capital, 
and left a message for authorities. 

"Danmark [sic.], defend the whales of the Faroe 
Islands" was spray painted on the pavement in front 

Photo: Bax Lindhardt/Scanpix of the monument. 


The vandalism did not deter the usual stream of 
selfie-keen tourists from stopping by the mermaid. 
Photo: Ida Marie Odgaard/Scanpix 

Copenhagen police confirmed the incident on 
Twitter, writing "The Little Mermaid was targeted by 
vandalism. We are on the case". 

The Faroe Islands, a Danish autonomous 
archipelago in the North Atlantic, has a tradition of 
trapping mainly pilot whales in a bay or a fjord and 
killing them with long knives, an act called the 
"grindadrap". 

A representative from environmental organisation 
Sea Shepherd told the Politiken newspaper that the anti-whaling activist group had no connection to the act, but 
that he sympathised with the written message left by the culprits. 

“We understand if people think we are behind this. But we do not support sabotage,” Lukas Erichsen said. 

The organisation recently called for the EU to lean on Denmark for what it called “facilitating” the Faroes whaling 
tradition. 

Erichsen said that his organisation had collected 135,000 signatures in a petition to be sent to the EU. 

Carl Christian Ebbesen, Danish People’s Party representative and head of Copenhagen Municipality’s culture 
and leisure committee, told broadcaster DR that he was “offended” by the act of vandalism. 

“National treasures like this should be left well alone. Regardless of whether it’s vandalism of politically 
motivated, this is well out of line,” Ebbesen said. 

“I am not going to get involved in what political opinions people have. Vandalising the Little Mermaid is as stupid 
as you can possibly get,” he continued. 

The bronze mermaid statue represents a character from a classic tale by the Danish author Hans Christian 
Andersen. 

It has been vandalised several times over the last few decades. The mermaid's head was stolen in 1964 and 
1998 and her arm was cut off in 1984. 
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Previous vandalism of the Little Mermaid statue. 
Photos: Missing arm: Brian Bergmann/Scanpix, 
1984; head removed: Bjarne Luthcke/Scanpix, 
1964. 

She has been sprayed with paint before and 
thrown into the sea several times. In 2004, her 
head was covered with a burqa in protest 
against Turkey's application to become a 
member of the European Union. 

Ebbesen told DR that he was confident that 
police would find the culprit of the latest act of 
vandalism, but felt that preventative measures 
against such acts should be considered for the 


long term. 


“There is no doubt that video surveillance is a tool that police should consider to ensure that a national treasure 
like the Little Mermaid is not subjected to this type of vandalism,” he said. 



Work to clean the mermaid was already well 
underway Tuesday morning. Photo: Ida Marie 
Odgaard/Scanpix 
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Stories from Headlines Network nwfdailynewS.COITI 


nwfdailynews.com 

news & information for the emerald coast 


Never say the Niceville Police Department is not on top of its 
public service game. 


In a Facebook post, the department has offered to examine citizens’ methamphetamine stashes to 
check for the presence of “deadly gluten.” 


“Bring your meth down to the PD and we will test it for you for free!” the department exhorts. 


Meth users, take note: Free is good. 

READ the post here. 

Niceville Police Chief David Popwell said the the department’s webpage manager got the idea for 
the post from a police department in California. While there haven’t been any takers so far, Popwell 
said there is a benefit to getting the community to talk about these kinds of serious issues. 

“You never know how much info you’re going to get in the comments,” he said. 

The post has reached about 300,000 Facebook users, Popwell said, which broadens to the reach of 
the Facebook page. The post was shared almost 3,000 times. 

Popwell said using humor also allows for conversations to possibly start at home between kids and 
their parents. 

“Hopefully it will help families to have a good discussion,” he said. “And it let’s people know that 
police have a sense of humor, too.” 
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There is a small community of people in the UK who "microdose" - or take small amounts of 
psychedelic drugs as part of their daily lives. They say it boosts creativity and can have medicinal 
benefits, despite a lack of scientific research. 

On a table in his house in Durham, Simpa shows me a tab of LSD he has cut into about 10 pieces. 

The whole thing would be enough for a trip he says, but today he's taking just a tiny dose of it. 

On the days he does this, Simpa says it's just part of his morning routine. 

"I take it with a cup of tea, my toast and my vitamins," he tells the BBC's Victoria Derbyshire 
programme. 

In another part of the UK, "Dylan" - whose name we have changed - is going through a similar ritual 
with some magic mushrooms, weighing out a tiny dose and eating it with his cup of tea. 

Some people use microdosing simply to "improve their day", others to enhance their creativity and 
some use it in a therapeutic manner - arguing it helps with their mental health problems. 

Watch Catrin Nye's full film on microdosing here. 

Both LSD and magic mushrooms, the drugs most commonly used to microdose, are illegal Class A 
drugs carrying a maximum sentence of seven years in prison for possession. 

A small number of people we spoke to had tried it with MDMA, also a Class A drug. 

Dylan says the law is not much of a deterrent for him. He argues he is "not hurting anyone or 
creating a trail of devastation by doing this". 

He has a very ordinary, respectable job. The fact that he goes to work having taken illegal drugs is 
not something his colleagues know, although his friends do. 

He says the microdoses make him better at his job; more able to concentrate. 

"It just gives you that very kind of calm and relaxed sense of being centred," he says. 

Image caption Simpa takes LSD with a cup of tea and vitamins in the morning 

Simpa is one of the people using microdosing for therapeutic purposes. 

At 28, he is living with quite severe mental health problems - "depression and anxiety as a result of 
childhood trauma, that led to borderline personality disorder and PTSD". 

He says the prescription medication he has been given results in more side-effects than benefits. 

"I've found that these substances, psychedelics, give me the benefits without any of those 
drawbacks. Me using these substances means I've been able to view my trauma so that it's just an 
experience, a memory like any other." 
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Such individual experiences are, of course, anecdotal. There is no scientific proof behind claims of 
the medicinal benefits of microdosing. 

James Rucker, a psychiatrist, is one of a number of people carrying out scientific experiments into 
the potential medical applications of psychedelic drugs. 

He was recently involved in a trial at Imperial College London looking at the use of magic 
mushrooms in clinical depression. It did not, however, look at microdosing 

Image caption James Rucker says a lack of research means scientists do not know what the long¬ 
term risks of microdosing might be 

"Microdosing at a medical level, we know absolutely nothing about," he explains. 

"The only way that we can sort out whether or not it works is by doing a blinded, placebo-controlled 
randomised trial." 

He says the dangers of people self-medicating like this are currently completely unknown, and that 
is where the problem lies. 

"The definition of a microdose is that you don't notice the subjective effect, but that doesn't mean it's 
not having any effect on you. 

"We don't know what the risks in the long term might be. 

"There was some concern before 1970 - when the drugs were being used clinically - that in people 
who were liable to develop schizophrenia and psychotic disorders, the drugs might actually uncover 
those problems in some people. 

"Some studies showed that that might be a risk, some studies showed that it wasn't. So again, it's 
another area where we don't know." 

Those who microdose, however, argue its benefits go beyond alleviating mental health issues. 

In Silicon Valley in the US, home to thousands of start-up businesses and some of the world's 
largest technology companies, some entrepreneurs have claimed it makes them more creative. 

Dr James Fadiman, who has been researching psychedelics since the 1960s, runs a website on 
microdosing where he asks people to report back to him about their experiences. 

He says more than 900 people have responded so far. 

"The most consistent result is people saying, 'My life seems to be working better.' [They are] more 
effective, their sleeping habits improve, their eating habits improve, they feel better in social 
situations." 

"Anna", who lives in the UK, says she has tried microdosing in the past, both with LSD and more 
recently with magic mushrooms picked from the hills near where she lives with her two children. 

She says the experience wasn't very dramatic, but on the days she microdosed she felt more 
productive. 
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"It's just like having a slightly better quality of life. 

Image caption "Anna" used to microdose with both LSD and magic mushrooms 

"I would have quite an ordinary day -1 just felt quite happy, calm and grounded and I would sleep 
better." 

There is, however, a further danger to microdosing - the risk of taking too much. 

Psychedelics are very powerful drugs and Dylan admitted accidentally tripping at work when he took 
too big a microdose. 

James Rucker says he knows he cannot stop people using drugs recreationally. "That's something 
we have to work with," he says. 

He argues it is all the more reason to conduct research into the effects of these drugs. 

Watch the Victoria Derbyshire programme on weekdays between 09:00 and 11:00 on BBC Two and 
the BBC News channel. 
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In January, it was the end of an era for 
the Australian continent's other country. 
His Royal Highness Prince Leonard of 
Hutt River, the self-declared nation near 
Geraldton in Western Australia, decided 
to abdicate due to ill health, passing the 
baton on to his son, Prince Graeme. 

The Hutt River Principality, born from 
farmer Leonard Casley's disgust at 
wheat quotas imposed by the Australian 
government, is one of the world's most 
famous micronations. The Australian 
government has never accepted the 
secession, and no other country in the 
world has formally recognised it, but Hutt 
pseudo-states around the planet, 

But say if you were given billions of dollars and wanted to set up your own independent state, how would you go 
about it? Well, it seems there are a few possible models... 



John Mokrzycki Prince Leonard Casley and his late wife Princess Shirley of Hutt River Province. 

River gamely plays at being independent. There are several other tiny 
established with varying degrees of success. 


THE BIR TAWIL MODEL 

The obvious option is to rock up in some 
land that hasn't been claimed by 
anybody else. The major issue with this, 
of course, is that there are no major bits 
of land not claimed by anybody else. 
Except for Bir Tawil. 

This unloved pocket between Egypt and 
Sudan is a result of a squabble between 
two nations over the neighbouring 
Hala'ib Triangle, which is far more 
valuable. 

Essentially, to claim Bir Tawil would be 
admitting that the old map putting the 
Hala'ib Triangle in the rival neighbour was correct. And neither Sudan nor Egypt wishes to give up its claim on 
the Hala'ib Triangle. 

In 2014, however, American farmer Jeremiah Heaton visited and planted his self-designed flag in the ground. 
The initial aim was so that his daughter could be a princess, but now he wants his "Kingdom of North Sudan" 
(kingdomsudan.org) to be used for scientific advancement. 

The goals are lofty. "The Kingdom of North Sudan has been established as a living laboratory and testing 
ground for the agricultural and energy conservation ideas of tomorrow," says the king's website. "North Sudan is 
the only Nation on Earth solely dedicated to unlocking new scientific tools that improve humanity's ability to 
overcome with the negative impacts of climate change." 

Of course, getting recognition from elsewhere may be the issue here ... 


BORDER 

HUTT RIVK.rI 



Hutt River Province claims to have seceded from Australia after a row over low wheat 
production quotas in 1970. 
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THE MARIE BYRD LAND MODEL 


Glaciers and rock outcrops in Marie Byrd Land 
seen from NASA's DC-8 aircraft in 2011. Photo: 
Wikicommons 

The other unclaimed major pieces of land are in 
Antarctica, and the biggest of these is Marie Byrd 
Land. However, the Antarctic Treaty System sets 
aside Antarctica as a scientific preserve with no 
military activity. Article 4 of the initial treaty states 
"the treaty does not recognise, dispute, nor 
establish territorial sovereignty claims; no new 
claims shall be asserted while the treaty is in force". 
And the 46 signatories that don't claim any part of 
Antarctica don't recognise the claims of those who 
do. 

This is not a perfect system. If, for example, a nihilistic America-centred US president started to rip up 
international treaties, Marie Byrd Land could be up for grabs to anyone with enough will and a large enough 
army. 

THE LIBERLAND MODEL 

If you can't find unclaimed territory, you can find disputed territory. And there are a few parcels along the river 
Danube that Croatia and Serbia squabble over. In 2015, Czech right wing libertarian Vit Jedlicka decided to take 
one of them. His supposed territory - which he has called Liberland - measures seven square kilometres and is 
largely forest. 

What happens next depends largely on what Croatia and Serbia do. Croatia has been blocking access to it, and 
arresting activists for illegal border crossings to and from Croatia. 

THE SAN MARINO MODEL 

Look at a map, and San Marino is an absolutely ridiculous state. It's entirely surrounded by Italy, and dates back 
to the era before nation states took over from loosely-controlled empires. As Garibaldi was uniting Italy, San 
Marino offered sanctuary to those in favour of unification being persecuted elsewhere. And, in gratitude, San 
Marino was allowed to stay independent. 

Liechtenstein and Monaco have similar tales of hanging on while larger empires collapsed. The tactics are 
simple - get the land, then get lucky as history unfurls around you. The problem is that you may have to wait 
hundreds of years for the dastardly plan to take effect. 

THE SEALAND MODEL 

In 1967, Paddy Roy Bates and his associates took over an abandoned anti-aircraft gun platform in the North 
Sea. He declared it independent and started issuing passports. It is still in the hands of his family today. 

However, since then, the UK has expanded its territorial waters, so that it now includes Sealand. So the UK 
definitely doesn't recognise Sealand's independence, although the Bates family still insists on it. 

Since 1994, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea has stated "Artificial islands, installations and 
structures do not possess the status of islands. They have no territorial sea of their own, and their presence 
does not affect the delimitation of the territorial sea, the exclusive economic zone or the continental shelf." And, 
realistically, anyone trying anything similar would have their claim swiftly taken over by an existing power, 
claiming it was part of their continental shelf. 

THE SEAMOUNT MODEL 



John Mokrzycki 
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There may be a loophole, though, largely based around what the hazy definition an artificial island is. The ocean 
is full of seamounts - mountains (largely but not exclusively extinct volcanoes) that are presently covered by 
water. What if the sea levels dropped and they were exposed? Or if a volcano erupted, creating an island? 

The former's not likely given global sea levels are rising, and previous examples of the latter have all happened 
close to existing landmasses. But what about putting landfill on top of a seamount that's in international waters? 
Well, even if it did work legally, it'd require a superhuman engineering feat, largely because most of the ocean in 
international waters is really, really deep. 

Finding a feasible option - and this phenomenally geeky discussion on Quora identifies one 200 metres below 
the surface east of Oman - would be tough. And that's before the practicalities of building it, then getting 
recognition as a sovereign state. 
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Posted on January 7, 2017By Chad Abramovich 


•BSCURE 

ERM0NT 


Being a storyteller is somewhere in my framework. I’d like to think 
that’s the crux of this blog, to tell stories. This blog has lots of long- 
winded stories. It’s just one of those things that you’re gonna have to 
live with for giving an emotionally unstable person a keyboard and a 
WiFi connection. (That’s me) And whatever it is that I have to tell 
wouldn’t be complete without the mention of this place. 

When I first started this blog, I made sure this was one of the first 
subjects I posted about, because it was, and still is such a big deal to 
me, following me around like a phantom through different stages of my 
life. 



The chiseled granite block 
along the disintegrating 
roof line reads “Milton Co¬ 
operative Dairy 
Corporation”. Most folks in 
town call it “the creamery” 
unless you’re one of the 
few who are unaware of 
what the corroding 
property used to be. I’ve 
heard people speculate 
plenty of things, including 


a train station, a munitions factory or an armory. 


The rambling building made of patchwork additions is off a side street in town, and the years run down 
its crumbling facade. Its forsakenness is obvious. Young trees have grown around and inside the 
building, disfiguring the structure. If you catch a glimpse through any of the broken windows or an open 
doorway, you witness a dark world made of peeling lead paint, reservoired floors and piles of fallen 
bricks, all cast in various shadows in the places the shine of the sun penetrates its way inside. In a 
state as non-industrial as Vermont, this location is truly a magnificent way to get your senses drunk. 
And it was this dangerous, virulent location that changed my life around age 12. 

Around 1835, Milton’s agriculture scene shifted fads, from sheep based farming, to more profitable 
dairy. The town saw an increase in farming in the intervening years which began to put a strain on 
Milton’s original creamery, The Whiting Creamery, located off Main Street near where Oliver Seed is 
today. By 1919, many Milton farmers got together to form a dairy co-op. They built their headquarters 
on Railroad Street, a side street off Main Street, which today is one of the village’s primary 
thoroughfares. At the time, Main Street was actually the Main Street in town, and because titular 
Railroad Street paralleled the tracks, it was practical real estate. 

The building was done unconventionally, with a steel I-beam construction and stucco facade installed 
over bricks, which according to the late owner of the ruins, was a design unique for anywhere in 
Vermont at the time. Miltoner John McGrath would become the first president of the co-op. Over time, 
the creamery’s business ignited, as more farmers from Milton, and rural parts of northern Chittenden 
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County and Southern Franklin County were 
sending their milk to be processed there - 
and shipped out. A lot of the revenue made 
by the creamery actually came from exotic 
foreign locations they shipped the milk to, 
like Boston and New York, via the 
aforementioned railroad that runs inches 
from behind the building. 

In 1935, the creamery would expand for the 
first time at the height of the great 
depression in a conspicuous brick addition 
that today is the worst part of the complex. 
While most money-making things in the United States were prostrate in defeat, the railroads and the 
dairy industry seemed to be staying steady. Over the years, several more additions came along, and 
when cars became common, garages and a scale room were built, until the current uniquely shaped 
structure that exists today was finished. Those who can remember the creamery when it was 
functioning said that it was one of the largest creameries in western Vermont. During its most 
prosperous years, it would do over $5 million worth of business in a year, and employed 50 people. 
According to a homeless fella I accidentally met that briefly lived in a tent near the tracks behind the 
building, he recalled his father working there. “I remember how bad the milk lab used to smell” he said 
in fervent disgust at the memory. “Used to stink so bad, you could smell it down Railroad Street!” 

During the cold war, the basement area was also designated as a fallout shelter, an appointed place to 
seek safety in case of nuclear destruction. Though, a practical observation at the grimy basement now 
days tells the visitor that the apocalyptic urgency so many people in the 50s were subscribing to would 
have easily vaporized anyone who decided to wait it out down there. Until recently, a badly warped 
caution-yellow sign that read “Fallout Shelter” in black lettering could be seen crookedly hanging from 
a concrete wall. Some local kid most likely stole it for a memento and hung it in their bedroom. 

However, as time flowed, business practices changed, and the creamery soon found itself cutting its 
teeth on the stone of the changing times. McGrath would resign as president in 1953, and Ray Rowley, 
from another long-standing dairy family in town, would take control. But the Co-Op was already 
shaking hands with its mortality. 

By the 1960s, the creamery’s fate seemed poised to continue percolating in some downward lament. A 
decline in dairy farming led to a decline in dairy - the stuff that created the business in the first place. It 
was around this time when bigger monopolies began to appear on the scene, a trend which has only 
intensified since then. Larger and more resourced operations like HP Hood in Burlington were hard to 
compete with, and the growing struggle of irrelevancy disarmed many smaller businesses. Sort of 
ironic is that HP Hood is also long gone, the old plant on the corner of King and South Winooski has 
been modernly renovated into condos and mixed commercial space, as is the cool trend with defunct 
industrial properties. 

The last 2 decades of the creamery’s life were slow death. Fluctuating milk prices and the cost of 
refining didn’t show up in the farmers’ paychecks, which irritated some of them. I can’t say I blame 
them, farming is hard work. A crude barn shaped structure was built next door, and was ran as “The 
Milton General Store” for a while - an appendage of the creamery. Those who still remember it, say 
that it was the kind of place where you could literally buy anything - from nails to maple syrup, and had 
a distinct “dusty workshop smell” inside. But that attempt at savior failed as well, and by 1974, the 
creamery became a ghost. 
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The building was put up for sale, and shortly afterward, was purchased by a local gentleman who used 
it as storage space for his many antiques and the miscellany he either collected or hoarded. That line 
was a blurry one. But it was clear that this guy was of his own sort. Sadly, mental instability and his 
own demons got the best of him, and one of the consequences was that he neglected the place. His 
paraphernalia became either stolen by characters who have no moral issues with thievery, or what was 
left behind rotted away when the building began to progressively weaken, and rats began to nest 
inside. 

I had struck up a few conversations with the owner before in my teenage years. I used to work at a 
local gas station then, which was a crash course on social skills for this young Aspergian and his 
seemingly incompetent switchboards, but the struggles also brought some worthy experiences. Like 
getting to know him a little better whenever he’d stop in. I knew who he was, but our getting acquainted 
was a bit coincidental. He’d see me working and just start chatting with me if he was in my proximity, 
but he seemed a bit lonely and he’d chat with anyone willing to lend an ear. Over time, he began to 
recognize me as a regular working stiff and always made a point to have some sort of small talk with 
me, on his own terms anyways. I found out that he was a pundit on Milton history, or really the old in 
general. I’d risk getting reprimanded by my shift manager and have conversations with him about local 
history and things I found to be fascinating - information that I didn’t have access to anywhere else. 

But due to his schizophrenic-esque behaviors, I had to try to be mindful of how I engaged with him. 

I found out about his death in the summer of 2016, which saddened me a little. I’m sure he had so 
many stories and secrets that he took to his grave with him that we’ll just never know. I always 
contemplated taking the time to contact him and ask for an interview, but anxiety got the best of me. 
The creamery was hastily and quietly sold, and condos were spoken of. I suppose the momentum 
didn’t surprise me. Milton-ites have wanted to get rid of the scorned property for decades. Which is 
also why I’m re-submitting this blog post. The creamery wasn’t just the first place I had ever explored, it 
was a huge part of my adolescence. I’ve never dealt with change that well, so when I got word of a 
change coming up in the form of the creamery’s possible demolition, I decided I needed a fond 
farewell. 

I’m going to borrow a quote from the late Leonard Cohen, when he said; “I’m interested in things that 
contribute to my survival”. The creamery (and Mr. Cohen) has contributed greatly and artfully to my 
survival and I’m forever grateful. It’s weird to think about as I’m reminiscing and drinking a beer right 
now - how different would my life have been if I didn’t grow up in walking distance of this place? Did 
any of you folks have an abandoned building in your hometown, or a place that was a local rite of 
passage to visit as a kid? Do you have any stories of your first adventure? 

Over the years, I struck up a friendship with the great folks at the Milton Historical Society, and one of 
my first research topics was the creamery. Sadly, not a great deal of information about it really carried 
over the turn of the most recent century. For the most part, I compiled all the usable information I could 
in the paragraphs above this one. But that’s not all. Museum curator Lorinda Henry was kind enough to 
scan for me some historical photographs of the business in operation, and portraits of its employees. 

Folklore 

I think one of the most memorable things about the creamery, and my childhood affixion to it, were the 
ghastly urban legends and ghost stories that the older kids told me, a ritual I continued when I aged. 
Stories that created an inseparable impression about the place. 

Murder 
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I still remember the first story I was told, which I think is also the most popular one in some variation or 
another. The story of the murdered janitor. Essentially, two custodians were working graveyard shift, 
and a known rivalry was between them. That particular night, one of them would let all of his animosity 
towards the other cut loose like a pressure valve. Somehow, one of them fell off of a two story catwalk 
which is suspended above the scale room, broke his neck when he hit the concrete, and died in the 
building. The motive, whether it was preempted murder or a moment of unchecked anger isn’t 
translated into this tale. But the aftermath is. The other employee realized the gravity of what just 
happened, and he was frightened. He’d be blamed. He’d go to prison! No, he couldn’t let that happen. 
So, he decided to make his co-worker’s death look like a suicide. 

Transporting the body upstairs, he hung him from a meat hook in one of the coolers, hoping when the 
corpse was discovered the next day, that’s exactly what the shocked observers would believe. Only, 
they didn’t, and apparently, according to an increasingly vague story line, the assaulting janitor was 
accused of the crime. The story splits into a few endings from here. One says he was arrested, 
acquitted and sentenced to prison. Another version tells that he skipped town, and successfully 
vanished from those who wished to prosecute him. As the older kids told me, the residue of the 
departed janitor still skulks around the building, which seems to be his tomb in the afterlife. Though not 
much is known about his apparent haunting, people have admitted to feeling uncomfortable inside, like 
they were being watched by some unknown specter, especially by the room where his body was hung. 
Phantom chills and disembodied noises have also been reported, but whoever was the one coming 
forth with these claims remain a mystery. The historical society couldn’t give me any hard evidence of a 
murder at the creamery, or even a death, so this spook tale remains in the realm of urban legend. 

Broiled Alive 

I remember another, far more ghastly story. I was shown a large rusted vat inside one of the many dark 
rooms of the basement, leprous with peeling paint, dankness and dripping water trickling down 
overhead. A dim mag light beam illuminated the robust fixture, and it was filled with some sort of 
unidentifiable glish. As the story goes, sometime in the 30s or 40s, a young man was tasked with 
making powdered milk, and somehow, fell into a vat of product heated to boiling temperatures. His skin 
was filleted from his body and was unable to be saved. A more macabre version of the story was that 
crooked business practices just distributed the milk afterward because losing money was a more grim 
thought than their customers drinking liquefied employee. 

Well, I couldn’t find any validation on that story either - but the historical society did help me dig up a 
very brief newspaper snippet from the 1940s, about a boy who did die in the creamery in those days 
before child work regulations, but the cause of his death wasn’t specified. But one look at the gross vat 
today does make a good totem for a story like this one, and the basement is a creepy place. Not 
surprisingly, there have been quite a few reports of feelings of unease down there. 

The Homeless Man 

Another notable story did happen, and is documented. Sort of. In the 1980s, recently after the building 
had been abandoned, a homeless man got inside and planned on spending the night. But nothing 
stays warm in the wintery cold, and he decided to get a fire started. The details here vary on what 
happened, but somehow, him and the old couch he was sleeping on, became engulfed in flame. The 
man died on site. Speculations vary on how he died, whether some flying cinders landed on his 
sleeping form and ignited his clothes, he was drunk and knocked over or fell into the barrel he used to 
put the fire in, or some hoodlum kids decided to harass the guy, and wound up setting him on fire. 
Either way, a dead vagabond was the result. Today, there is a pancaked and charred couch on the 
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ground floor, which I was told was the very same one he died on. Though that too is unverifiable. Some 
ghost enthusiasts like to think that the homeless man adds to the creamery’s fabled layers of ghosts. 

That may account for a claim I heard around 2009, when someone told me of a strange experience of 
theirs. As he was walking by the creamery at night, he saw a ‘black cloaked figure - almost like a 
robed monk’, moving in the same direction as him as he walked by the building down the railroad 
tracks on his way home. He could easily distinguish the thing thanks to the dirty yellow glow of the 
street lights coming through the second-floor windows, giving the figure a distinct outline from the 
shadows. His claim wouldn’t have been as weird if it weren’t for the fact that he saw it walking in a part 
of the second story that didn’t have a floor. 

The Tunnel 

My favorite hearsay was of the old tunnel. In my teenage years, when I began to become more 
intimate with the building, I was acquainted with a piece of Milton lore; about a tunnel, which 
supposedly led from the creamery, all the way down Main Street underneath several of the old houses 
before dumping out near the Lamoille River. My teenage mind sort of just took that in as fact, and I 
began making trips down to the basement trying to find the opening, or a trace of a sealed up door. I 
did find something, a door below ground level, that had been cinderblocked off. Most likely, that was 
the old tunnel, and years later, parts of the blockade were sledgehammered through, giving me a 
glimpse. The tunnel was there all right, but didn’t run all that far. I could see the collapsed section yards 
from my position. It actually ran to the brick building next door. Today, its apartments, but it was 
originally built as another part of the creamery, which is why the tunnel was there, and which is why it 
was sealed off. I spoke to a few Milton old timers, who smirked and recalled breaking into the tunnel 
when they were younger, and sneaking beer and cigarettes down there. But was there ever a 
passageway that ran all the way under Main Street? Well, I wrote about that, if you’re curious. 

As for me? Well, I’ll admit that my experiences being a tourist to this old building haven’t been all that 
paranormal. I generally don’t concern myself with hauntings or ghosts anyways, unless one of them 
walks right up to me and says hi. It’s not that I don’t believe in those things (I write about weird stuff 
after all!), I just try to take an agnostic approach first. I do have one strange personal account though. 

In 2011, I was walking up to take some photos, and found a very strangely placed mannequin inside 
one of the old coolers upstairs, propped right in the doorway so whoever walks by would notice it. This 
one was particularly creepy. It looked old and decayed and yellowed, and dressed in a patchwork of 
old clothes. There was also a pentagram carved into its neck. I went to other parts of the building and 
doubled back about 40 minutes later, and the thing was gone. I never heard or saw anyone come for it. 
To this day, I still don’t have much of an explanation for that weird event. 

I still recall one person writing to me when my old post was live, and told me how they found old co-op 
milk jugs that had been found underneath their old concrete front steps. They had apparently been 
used to help build the framework for them, which wasn’t an unusual practice for old Vermonters, who 
used their ingenuity to use whatever materials they could for their benefits. Milton’s Main and Railroad 
Streets are old. It makes me wonder what else is found within these old homes. 

Painkillers and a Purpose. 

This is the section where I get emotional and hash out my scars. If you don’t dig personal backstories 
or revelations, skip down to the pictures. There’s lots. 

Growing up in Milton, I was a shy, creatively maladjusted boy. As the years and my youth passed on, 
not much changed, apart from my curiosity, and me never feeling like I was comfortable in my own 
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skin. I was always thinking there was something wrong with me. Being diagnosed with Aspergers at a 
young age, I quickly found out that I was a pundit on certain things, but hopelessly inept with others, 
like social skills. It was an unhappy balance, and that led to a coming of age where I was bullied and 
timid. 

I suppose it’s fitting that I began to take interest in what we perceive as oddities, or things that don’t fit 
our conception of the illusion of normal - and their captivating stories. Abandoned places fell into that 
category for me. The creamery was the first. And better yet, it was easily accessible. 

I first dared to cross that threshold into a world that conventional wisdom told me was dangerous and 
forbidden. And that’s partially why I wanted to venture inside, and why I decided to repeat that ritual for 
years to come, because people frowned on those sort of behaviors, and I wanted answers for myself. 

The thing is, I’ve never been like everyone else or satisfied with the pre-prescribed banalities of 
everyday life, things that are all too generic and sanitized. Whether it had to do with growing up 
Aspergian, or be it something in my framework, I never fit in. So I decided to put myself in haunted 
waters, and see what happened. Turns out, bending the rules, thinking for myself and daring to go 
against what I was taught was one of the best things I ever turned into a habit - and is some of the 
best advice I can give to anyone, assuming I’m asked for my opinion on these things. 

Everything is a language, everything is constantly trying to tell us something or express itself in its own 
way. The trick was learning how to discern the signals from the din of chaos. It was the first abandoned 
building I ever explored that fired the engines of desire and curiosity in my mind. It was in those 
precious hours inside where I heard an obsession being born amidst the damp cold and watchful eye 
of wild shadows that would haunt me for years to come. Treading over the debris littered floors, slowly 
opening crumbling doors, peering into a vast basement filled with water and intimidation, the dark 
becomes your hunting grounds, in the foreground of endlessly dripping water. 

I spent most of my 20s in dislocation and learning about the blues while slowly murdered by my 
anxiety. I was depressed, lonely, still trying to figure out my autism diagnosis, and going through the 
trials and tribulations of several different antidepressants or booze. Sometime in between all of that, I 
lost myself trying to please everyone. In those years of learning what heartache brings, I waltzed 
between things that I did that brought regret and just trying to get by. By age 25, I had given up on 
myself. I spent years running from nothing but those vicious, self-depreciating thoughts in my mind and 
not only did I feel inferior to everyone in the world, but I lost faith in people, and hoping that anyone 
would understand. I even attempted suicide. They say that you grow up believing the narrative we’re 
told by society, and how people treat you. Either you had it or you didn’t, I guess. I couldn’t be the only 
one who felt there had to be something better than the imposed adult lifestyle that was bounded by 
convention. I knew I wanted more. 

My tendencies to escape from the pressures of a judgemental society raging over me and all my 
failures brought me to these forsaken locations. When things got too rough outside, my earnest self 
climbed inside. My time hanging out in them not only became like therapy for me, but it also picked me 
up like a drug as unacquainted fires lit sparks in me that took me years just to understand their 
ways. Urban exploration helped me confront social and emotional turmoil, as I’d disappear into a sea 
of rebirth, or at least a change of scenery. 

It was here where I could try on my heart, and let my walls down. Over time, I didn’t really mind that I 
was lonely because it felt like home. Whatever things ran through my mind I could keep for myself. I 
could learn about myself and my environment and observe both and how they changed with the 
weather. I could study these ruins and what was left behind, getting an extraordinary and authentic 
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look at a sort of museum of humankind than I could ever learn elsewhere as I picked at the bones. 
Building materials, architecture, electrical and plumbing, amateur archeology, hazardous side effects, 
irrelevant culture - all things that would give me a better understanding of the world around me, and 
conjure more questions and a desire to learn. I could learn to gauge my anxiety and problem solve in 
different ways. 

Little did I know that while I spent so much time in the edges between self-awareness and self- 
loathing, I grew as a person. 

Photography was something I picked up in relation to urban exploration, as I pushed myself to learn 
the mechanics and how to capture this world that I saw. I really digged the feelings I was receiving, that 
excitement, that push to keep trying, to keep dreaming. I wanted to get lost because I couldn’t be 
found. When we’re presented with things that we don’t see in our routine days, we get curious and we 
look. Social norms often tend to discourage looking closer in real life, and that’s why I love 
photography. It allows us to do so freely. 

I still remember the satisfied grin on my face when I first bought my own camera with money that I had 
worked so long to save. And the creamery was where I honed those skills. Exploring enhanced and 
enlightened by appreciation for the landscape around me, and matured a sense of wonder in these 
everyday spaces. Being a photographer really enhanced my self-esteem and gave me a distraction 
from everything that was bringing me down. Every photo tells a story. Every photo was taken by 
someone who had to be at that place, who did the planning, who had an experience to share. 

In college, I majored in graphic design, which, despite me falling out of love with it after I became wise 
to how the industry works and how that didn’t fit me, has greatly influenced and improved my imagery 
and my hobby. I could further my creativity with all that was still stuck in my head. 

Writing has something that always came sort of naturally to me I guess, but it’s still something I’m 
pretty self-conscious about and always trying to develop. Twisting the night away in front of the 
comforting glow of a computer screen as I listened to those records that almost hit harder than my 
pain, I tried to translate and find a meaning in my thoughts and experiences and explores. Especially 
as I grew older, I wanted to spin a thread from my past into my present and try to find a meaning to my 
suffering, to these forsaken locations, and how being a human is one complicated gig. 

I definitely wore my heart on my sleeve, and I remember all the things I felt discovering my favorite 
albums, the heroes I would worship, fascinating local weirdness and just about anything else that 
made me shiver. Part of me wanted to contribute, to create, to make sense of everything I could. What 
do I do with all these feelings and experiences, these things that are crawling up inside my head in my 
20 something-year-old wasteland? 

I’m not sure what it is about the creamery, or these temples that are a relief to me, but they make great 
atmospheres to drain my mind, all the more so when my cup is full. 

Exploring ironically became some sort of a social endeavor for me in my young adult years when I was 
searching for friendships and other libertines. I’d often accidentally meet these amiable, intelligent 
people with the same interests, and I’d take the chance and meet them in person and go on 
adventures, and I’ve been lucky to form a few strong bonds because of it. 

Before I had this blog, I had a Flickr account. In those days, Flickr was really a niche audience. But 
somehow, my Vermont-based photographs made their rounds, and over time, others started to reach 
out to me. We would bond over the places we’d shoot and our stories, and sometimes, if we really hit it 
off, we’d meet up in person and find new exploratory joys (but to be honest, the biggest thrill for me 
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was to finding new places myself). I think any other explorers can vouch for this - that the 
conversations you have while adventuring are often the best, and the weirdest. I’ve had plenty of 
amusing chats underneath the creamery’s arched tin ceilings. That’s how I met my friends and role 
models Rusty and Christina who run Antiquity Echoes and Dan from Environmental Imagery, to name 
a few. 

The internet introduced me to the “urban exploration” community, which was still emerging at the time 
and pretty underground, and I remember being curiously thrilled that there were other people out there 
who did what I did. The explorers (“urbexers”) who were creating websites and putting their 
photography online, I found, had scars, philosophies, and interests similar to mine. And their work was 
good, it was venerable, and it gave me a direction. I love people who add personality to their work. 

That was also where I was introduced to the term “urbex”, something that attempted to categorize 
what I was doing. Way different than the modern day urbex explosion that has crawled all over the 
internet, and alongside the greats, an oversaturation of various disrespectful types who are more into 
their own vanity and bravado and taking pictures of them smoking vapor cigarettes than the tourism, 
which often brought drama and something pathetically similar to high school cliques in the social media 
groups I used to be apart of (another attempt at trying to fit in), so these things turned back into a 
private affair for me. 

I don’t want to be a trite person because that’s unfulfilling and there is no point in following this blog if I 
sound like everyone else. I’m me, and my thing is to be upfront and honest about where I come from, 
and often, I talk too much. That may not be everyone’s scene, but I’m okay with it - it’s all I got. It took 
me years to find my words and a beat, and I’ve learned a murderers row of personal lessons from it. 

I’ve been searching all my life for a purpose, some sort of connection to this “humanhood” we’re all 
supposedly a part of - but I never really found it until I started learning how to live in the present tense 
and brave through the pain and uncertainties. You have to be vulnerable to grow, and sometimes, 
letting down my guard was a significant and valuable thing. Proving the static in my head wrong, that I 
wasn’t too far gone to have a talent. 

Exploring, photography, writing, they all sort of united together, and as I chased them, I fell for them. I 
wasn’t wasting away my soul anymore, and I learned to stand on my own and begin again as my 
purpose worked its way to the surface. I wanted my life to matter, and for my time to have a positive 
impact and not to simply pass me by, even if it costs me. I don’t want to just survive, I want to do the 
best that I can to create a wonderful life. Especially now as my youth and years are passing me by. 

Nothing will ever be handed to you. You gotta work hard, or it will never happen. If you want to be an 
artist or wield a talent, you have to study that art. Get the books, the role models, the media that has to 
do with what sort of person or thing that you feel you want to become. Study it all the time. Practice, 
learn, stumble, keep practicing, go. Decide, who are you trying to be? And what’s the motive? Do you 
want to be an artist that cares about your art, or famous? Those are 2 completely different things. I’d 
rather be trying to be the best I can be at whatever I’m doing, even if I only have a few other people 
that happen to like it. 

For someone who didn’t believe he had much of a future after he had left college and feels like he’s 
spent his whole life less up than his downs, this has turned my whole life around. It’s the long haul, but 
it’s worth it. I try not to put anything out there that I don’t believe is good. Even if that means a lot of 
time in between my newer posts. Quality is more important to me than success. And I’m still finding my 
beat and my voice (and still cringing at my earlier posts haha). 
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I learned that I can succeed even when I’m failing miserably. I learned not to be as negative as I used 
to be, and indulgence can be a good thing in moderation. Enjoying a little danger now and then is fun 
and beneficial, and remembering where I came from doesn’t have to be a condemnation. Being willfully 
ignorant will get me nowhere, and is counter-productive to the life I want to live, or the people that help 
me shine. 

Others are imbued by my weather, and I flourish in the presence of love. Fear gets me nowhere. Anger 
and indignation can be useful and rejection can make you resilient. In pain there is wisdom. Waiting out 
my life to hold onto anything never worked. 

I re-wrote this blog entry and re-photographed this place for myself, the people I know now, and those 
who became ghosts, because I think there is a great story being told here. Our beginnings and ends 
are all written in the choices we make, and they all lead us in a direction. 

In this struggle, something can be found, and it shouldn’t be measured by what conventional wisdom 
has imposed or implied. It’s the experience that means everything. In some ways, I’d like to hope my 
story can be several of us. And after all I’ve said here, I’m still shaking as I consider hitting the publish 
button. If you don’t say anything, you’re not vulnerable. 

It took me 28 years to stop playing my old records, to get beyond that point where I couldn’t seem to 
move on yet knew I couldn’t stay the same. Now, I’m writing this up in an apartment 24 miles away 
from where I grew up, and where I spent my youth in imagination or hopelessly devoted to misery. Life 
moves on and our stories are always more connected than distance implies. 

Requiem Revisited 

The town I grew up in left a long time ago, and we lost touch as I shed my skin. Now, with the 
creamery’s uncertain future and Hyde Manor’s weight taking over and speeding its collapse, I felt like 
two of the most influential figures of my past lives, things that really shaped the person that’s writing 
this right now, are vanishing. And they’re dying breeds - venerable buildings built with a motivation and 
with dignity, things that our new disposable and tawdry society shamefully doesn’t value. That’s more 
or less evident with all the pop-up cardboard condos appearing in town. It’s a shame that future 
generations of curious kids or explorers will loose these mysteries and interactions that are kept inside 
these constructions that they don’t build anymore. 

Because I taught myself the basics of photography here, I thought it was ironic that all the photos I had 
of this place didn’t really reflect how much I feel I’ve progressed over the intervening years - and I 
definitely felt like out of all the locations I’ve documented, this deserved good representation. So I was 
on a bittersweet mission of reverence; to record every corner of the building and do a good job at doing 
so. 

My friend Josh and I got together and decided to spend as many days as we could stomping around 
the creamery with camera equipment, our footsteps the only things haunting its rooms. 

I wonder if I would have even gotten into exploring to the extent that I am now, if it wasn’t for my time 
spent here and the spell I was under. Would I have ever gone to Hyde Manor? Would this blog be 
existing? I can’t say if this place that has driven me crazy will fall and fade or not, but I’m glad we let 
our distress push us back to this old haunt and all my forgotten ghosts. But if I never see it again, well, 
I’m damn appreciative of my time here. 

Thank you for the indulgence here. Part of me was almost against posting this last section, but my 
feelings that it was somehow meaningful and cathartic overpowered the fears of showing my scars. 
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I think the Lawrence Arms said it best; the time is never right, the words are never right. I hope it’s 
helpful. I hope it fires you up. 



To all of my fans and supporters, I am truly grateful and humbled by all of the support and donations 
throughout the years that have kept Obscure Vermont up and running. 

As you all know I spend countless hours researching, writing, and traveling to produce and sustain this 
blog. Obscure Vermont is funded entirely on generous donations that you the wonderful viewers and 
supporters have made. Expenses range from internet fees to host the blog, to investing in research 
materials, to traveling expenses. Also, donations help keep me current with my photography gear, 
computer, and computer software so that I can deliver the best quality possible. Seriously, even the 
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small cost equivalent to a 
gas station cup of coffee 
would help greatly! 


If you value, appreciate, and 
enjoy reading about my 
adventures please consider 
making a donation to my new 
Gofundme account or 
Paypal. Any donation would 
not only be greatly 
appreciated and help keep 
this blog 
going, it 
would 
also keep 
me doing 
what I 
love. 
Thank 
you! 
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Pennsylvania man, 22, gets probation for illicit encounters 
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AFFIDAVIT of PROBABLE CAUSE 

L On August 16,2016 at 2126 hours Ephrata Police were dispatched to S80 Manta 
suspicious activity that just occurred. 

i a Dodge Dakota pickup, bearing PA registration: 
ZHA1849, trespassing on' ' ' * “* 1 “—“ 


td. Ephrata, PA 17S22, for 



SO Manta™ Rd. West Cocallco Township, at least two previous times, prior to the night of 8/16/16. 



JUNE 2-A Pennsylvania man who admitted 
having sex on several occasions with a miniature 
horse has pleaded guilty to his perversity, but will 
not spend any time behind bars, according 


i, Officer John Garver, be 


G DULY SWORN ACCORDING TO THE LAW, DE 


IN THE FOREGOING AFFIDAVIT ARE TRUE AND CORRECT * 


Dale 


day of 






es first Monday of January. 0Q 



to court 
records. 

In a deal with 
prosecutors, 
Travis Wagner, 
22, recently 
copped to a 
pair of 

misdemeanor 
charges-- 
trespassing and 
sexual 

intercourse with 
an animal. 

Wagner was originally charged with burglary, a felony, in connection with incidents at a barn in Ephrata, a rural 
Lancaster County borough. 


Wagner, pictured at right, was sentenced to two years probation and directed to pay nearly $2200 in fines and 
court costs. A judge also ordered Wagner to “have no contact with the victim and or victim’s family.” 


Wagner was arrested last year after the horse’s owner contacted police to report that a man driving a Dodge 
pickup truck had been trespassing on his property late at night. The suspect, the owner said, had gone into his 
barn, which “houses cattle and a miniature horse.” 


After identifying Wagner as the suspected trespasser, cops interviewed him at his residence. During 
questioning, Wagner confessed that he had entered the barn to have sex with the miniature horse on at least 
three occasions and “admitted to inserting his penis into the miniature horse for approximately ten minutes and 
subsequently ejaculating into the horse’s rectum.” 

As seen below, a Google Street View image of the Ephrata farm shows the miniature horse in a field that is 
adjacent to the barn Wagner snuck into. (2 pages) 
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My month with chemtrails conspiracy theorists 


Tammi Riedl and her partner believe ‘chemtrails’ are damaging our health. They prove conspiracies have gone i 
by Carey Dunne in Placer County, California 

Standing between beds of golden beets and elephant garlic in the garden of Lincoln Hills, a small organic farm i 
stripe of white haze running across a cloudless blue sky. 

“See that?” she asks, raising her eyebrows. “What do you think that is?” 

I look up. The white stripe looks like a normal contrail of jet engine exhaust to me. But to Tammi, a 54 year-old o 
strontium and barium sprayed from planes in a plot to control the weather, the population and our food supply. 

“See how it dissipates and becomes cloud cover?” she says. “That’s not normal.” 

I nod, unsure how to respond to this unexpected declaration, and Tammi resumes demonstrating how to cover crop rows with frost blankets. 

For the month of January, in an attempt to escape seasonal and post-election depression, I applied to work as a 
board after spotting the arrangement advertised on the website HelpX. 

To someone accustomed to New York City’s mouse-infested apartments, the farm was cartoonishly idyllic: on 1C 
bushes, a baby mule frolics, and free-range chickens pluck worms from compost heaps. But for the residents wl 
perfect bucolic scene feels shrouded in danger. 

Tammi and her boyfriend, Rob Neuhauser, are among the estimated 5% of Americans who believe that various 
harmful chemical-spraying programs. 

Versions of the chemtrails (or “covert geoengineering”) theory abound, and Tammi’s goes roughly like this: to mitigate global warming, mysterious airplanes 
artificial cloud cover. This is done in secret, because these chemicals wreak havoc on environmental and human health, causing “Alzheimer’s, all sorts of b 

Despite her adherence to USDA organic guidelines, Tammi fears that the chemical spraying means the produce she sells and donates to the Placer Food E 
going to have to start growing everything indoors, under tunnels?”’ she says. “Because the air is not healthy for crops.” 

Scientists roundly reject the chemtrails theory, which started to gain followers in the mid-1990s. The trails you se 
trails, or contrails, formed when moist engine exhaust hits freezing temperatures at high altitudes. 

Stoking the chemtrails theory is the fact that there are a few legitimate reasons for atmospheric spraying. Geoer 
warming by doing more or less what Tammi fears they’re already doing. So far, though, solar geoengineering rei 

To counter conspiracy theorists, in the early aughts the US Air Force featured a disclaimer on its website, statinc 
many established and accredited universities, scientific organizations, and major media publications”. The EPA | 
But this hasn’t been enough to sway true believers, who tend to dismiss skeptics as “sheeple” or shills. 

Not your stereotypical conspiracists 

Before I met Tammi, videos of far-right conspiracist radio host Alex Jones foaming at the mouth and claiming “they are spraying poisons on you” served as 
like. I’d read articles that called such believers “idiots”, but I had never actually talked to one. 

Tammi isn’t a caricature of a tinfoil hat-wearing conspiracist, and she’s not an idiot. Instead of crazy walls full of newspaper clippings, her house is decorate 
getting degrees in Applied Information Technology and Architectural Drafting from Capilano College in her hometown of Vancouver, she helped pioneer the 
developer Purple Moon. In 2012, a biodynamic farming course at Rudolf Steiner College inspired her to quit her six-figure job as a financial controller and g 

Now, when she’s not laboring outside, she sells upcycled furniture, bakes pumpkin muffins and supplements her income with financial consulting services, 
occasionally reposts articles by so-called anti-vaxxers on Facebook. 

She’s an example of how conspiracy theories, once a fringe obsession, have gone mainstream - and how “alternative facts” aren’t just for the right wing. 

Before I left Lincoln Hills, Tammi and Rob let me interview them about their beliefs. I wanted to know how these socially progressive, educated and entrepn 
and what it would take to redirect their concerns toward real and dire environmental threats. 

At the heart of it: Facebook 

Facebook made a believer out of Tammi. When she moved to Lincoln in 2012, she’d never heard of chemtrails. Three years later, around the time her marc 
Sierra Nevada Geoengineering Awareness popped up in her newsfeed. Thinking it was related to agriculture, she joined the group. 

The group’s 500 members post constantly about “aerosol attacks”, “toxic silver skies”, “mad men playing god with our weather, blocking our life-giving sun”. 

The movement’s mantra is “LOOK UP”. Tammi obeyed. “I started looking up at the sky, noticing it was just crisscrossed.” When she told Rob about her disc 

Tammi became “obsessed”. “I was taking pictures, videotaping the sky,” she says. “And I was like, I wish I didn’t know, because now that I know, it’s really r 

In early January, Tammi felt cautiously optimistic about how the Trump administration would affect organic farmers. Born in Canada, Tammi isn’t a US citize 
prick” - she “probably would’ve picked him”. Given her environmentalism and hippie-dippy aesthetic, this shocked me. 

While teaching me how to candy grapefruit peels, Tammi explained her optimism: Todd, her dairy farmer neighbor, claimed that “Trump promised to end ch 
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Curious where Todd might’ve found this information, I Googled “Trump chemtrails”. It turned up a dubious news report fror 
tweet by Donald Trump: “My very first executive order will END the chemtrailing across America. #MAGA,” it read. 


Trump Promises end ol chemtrails 



ZZIZL. At first I couldn’t tell if the site was satirical, or whether the tweet was really authored by Trump - it wouldn’t have been the 
“birther” theory. 

Another Google search clarified that the tweet was impersonated. But if I’d encountered it as a middle-aged farmer worrie< 
probably would’ve told my friends that the president-elect had promised to end chemtrailing. 

In a textbook case of confirmation bias, from 20-25 January, some members of Sierra Nevada Geoengineering Awareness 
Tammi read aloud a post dated 23 January: “Beautiful Blue Skies!!! I haven’t seen any Spraying Activity since Trump took 

Sabrina Lamont, a Lincoln Hills farmhand with a buzzeut and tattoos of her dogs’ names, says she became a conspiracist 
Pennsylvania. 


“To me, chemtrails aren’t that farfetched,” she says. To put her beliefs into context, she cites known examples of the military conducting secret human expe 
bacteria into San Francisco’s fog in a “simulated germ-warfare attack”, leaving one man dead. 

Despite the protests of her wife, an ICU nurse with a “Love Trumps Hate” bumper sticker, Sabrina voted for Trump. “He’s not a stellar guy,” Sabrina says, “t 


A group plagued with infighting 

Trump, ironically, may actually be on track to initiate the world’s first large-scale atmospheric spraying program - the type of planet-hacking that Tammi fear 
House report submitted to Congress called for research into geoengineering. In March, climate scholars gathered in Washington to discuss cooling the plar 
potentially risky approaches. 


“Worryingly, geoengineering may emerge as this administration’s preferred approach to global warming,” Silvia I 
in March. “In their view, building a big beautiful wall of sulphate in the sky could be a perfect excuse to allow unc 

In the months leading up to Trump’s election, Sierra Nevada Geoengineering Awareness was plagued with infig 
Trump’s anti-establishment message, sparred with members who believe in human-accelerated climate change 

“People are so divided, even within this movement,” says Lisa Thomas, creator and moderator of Sierra Nevada 
common ground to make progress.” In October, she called off the group’s monthly meetings. 

A homeschooling mother of two, Lisa exemplifies how concern about geoengineering can become all-consuming 
awareness” with missionary zeal. 

One afternoon in 2014, for example, following what she calls “heavy spraying” which she says left a metallic sheen on the surfaces of her ponds and deplel 
drove into town and marched around holding a sign that said “LOOK UP”. 

“See how the sky is a steely color?” Lisa says when I meet her at her home in Penn Valley. The sky is a normal-looking blue, cloudless and trail-less, but st 

When she moved to California from Vermont 11 years ago, Lisa had a “Pollyanna streak”. “I used to salute the fl 
government would do the kind of stuff they do.” 

When Lisa first heard about chemtrails, through neighbors and social media, she was skeptical. That changed o 
flying over her house, “whiting out the sky”. Afterward she claims her health began to deteriorate: “My hair starte 
headaches.” Her gardens, she says, also suffered: “There was a complete insect die-off. Anthracnose fungus or 
tailbone. I stayed inside for all of 2013. I didn’t go outside without wearing a mask.” 

She believes these symptoms were caused by military aircraft from the nearby Beale Air Force Base conducting 
Now, Lisa says, “you’d never, ever convince” her that the trails in the skies are harmless. 

In her garage lies a cardboard box filled with Ziploc bags, labeled “DO NOT THROW OUT”. It contains leaves Lisa claims are coated in “metallic flecks”. I s 
“testing objects is expensive”, but she’s done seven water tests on her ponds, and says they turned up abnormal levels of aluminum, barium and strontium 

“My family and friends completely believe me,” Lisa says. The last awareness-raising event she held drew around 70 people. “They were all concerned. I d< 
to not care whether anyone thinks I’m half-crazy. I’ve done enough research.” 

‘I’d like to see things you’ve read’ 

One morning, when Tammi suggests the clouds look suspicious, I mention articles I’d read that convinced me, a 
unfounded conspiracy theory. 

“God, I’d love to find out it’s just a bunch of freakin’ people with too much time on their hands,” Tammi says. “I’d 

Over beers, I show Tammi and Rob the first ever peer-reviewed study testing the chemtrails theory, conducted t 
When asked if they’d ever uncovered possible evidence of a government chemtrail program in their research, 7( 
no. 

When assessing photos of contrails, 100% of the experts indicated that the simplest explanation of the trails picl 
program. One photo pictured a contrail broken by a gap, which some chemtrail believers argue reflects that chemical spraying was turned off, then on agaii 
air temperature or humidity - the same basic phenomenon behind why you can see your breath when it’s cold out, but not when it’s warm. 

I play Tammi and Rob a YouTube video by Mick West, who runs the conspiracy theory-debunking blog Metabunk. Going through 70 years of books on the : 
conditions, contrails can either evaporate rapidly or persist and grow into sheets of cirrostratus. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/may/22/california-conspiracy-theorist-farmers-chemtrails?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&utm_co... 2/10 

































5/23/2017 


My month with chemtrails conspiracy theorists | Environment | The Guardian 
After this show-and-tell session, Rob claims “nothing will change [his] mind”, but Tammi says the video in particular put her “on the fence”. 

And when I show her the impersonated Trump tweet that promised to “end the chemtrailing”, she declares herself “media illiterate”. 

“How does someone like me know what’s true and what’s not?” she says. “I’m 54 years old. I don’t watch the news. I don’t listen to the news on the radio. 1 
like, ‘Holy shit, really?,' I’m led down this path of believing it. I don’t have the knowledge that a journalist has about how verifiable is the source. When you’r 
anything. Because of the internet, anybody can put news out there. How do I know if it’s the truth or not? It makes it hard when you’re trying to choose a pn 
tweeted he was gonna stop chemtrails - you know what I mean?” 

Perhaps the great tragedy of geoengineering hysteria is all the misdirected activist energy. Aircraft emissions do, in fact, pose an environmental risk: they c 
airlines and policymakers accountable for cutting emissions, anti-geoengineering activists shake their fists at the sky and curse a vague, unknowable “they’ 

'Like a slow death': families fear pesticide poisoning after Trump reverses ban 

The administration’s rejection of the science on chlorpyrifos, widely used in California’s Central 
worried their children’s health issues will worsen along with it 

When I ask Lisa how concern about geoengineering affects her emotionally, she tears up. “Well 
time.” Only 5% of Americans believe in chemtrails, but plenty more share a similar, deep-seate( 
often feel darker and stranger than a conspiracist’s wildest fantasies. 

Further south in California’s central valley, for example, the toxic insecticide chlorpyrifos is wafti 
Trump’s decision to reverse the EPA’s ban on the chemical. Against a grim backdrop of assault; 
pipeline to the gutting of Barack Obama’s clean power plan, it’s not paranoid to think that peopli 
has it ever been crazy to suggest that politicians and corporations can lie. 

Working on the farm, I started to see white hazy streaks in the sky as allegorical shorthand for a host of 21st-century anxieties - about corruption, illness, a 
Sabrina put it: “In my opinion, there’s no such thing as fully organic anything anymore.” 

At Lincoln Hills, that may be the case. Tammi has legitimate reason to fear her crops are exposed to harmful chemicals. The Nevada Irrigation District (NID 
her farm. Though she has a “no spray” agreement with the NID - prohibiting them from spraying within her property lines, as long as she’s responsible for t 
feet above her land. 

‘My gut tells me something’s going on’ 

In April, I return to Lincoln Hills and ask Tammi and Rob if their beliefs have changed since February. We eat sliced apples as Tammi’s three-year-old granc 
grandson picks chamomile for tea. 

Rob says that after being presented with factual evidence against chemtrails, he’s now more convinced in his be 

Tammi, though, says the facts got her “questioning”. “If I wasn’t so busy farming, I’d do more research,” she say 
sky, I think, there’s no fucking way that’s not chemtrails. I never saw clouds like that as a kid. My gut and heart s 

The news Tammi has read since January has left her disillusioned. After being cautiously optimistic about Trumf 
the EPA’s termination. 

“I get the sense that there were a lot of outright lies,” she says. “And now we’re screwed.” 

Even for the most rationally minded among us, “gut and heart” can hold more sway than dry presentations of fac 
chemtrails believers kept returning to what they themselves had seen. 

Primary experiences, they suggest, are a more trustworthy gauge of truth than scientific consensus or the mainstream news. Even if their interpretations of 
least those strangers don’t call them crazy. 

“This is something I truly believe: the news only broadcasts what they want the public to know,” Rob says. “They’re not gonna broadcast the full truth about 

Roughly 68% of Americans share this distrust in mass media. Instead of the news, Rob says he gets his information from friends he respects. 

If Rob were to start reading the news, he’d discover that most mainstream reporting about conspiracists ranges from subtly to explicitly condescending in tc 
theories appeared to hold no sway in national politics. But with our new conspiracy-theorist-in-chief, President Trump, it’s become counterproductive to lauc 
their perspectives in hopes that science will inevitably prevail. 

Research suggests that condescension and passive dismissal won’t help change minds - especially given that conspiracy theorists are more likely to meet 
anxiety, depression and being socially disadvantaged. 

When I explain the focus of this article to Tammi, she expects condescension. “Oh, great,” she says, “it’s gonna be like, ‘Look at those farmers out there, cc 
Of course, condescension from mainstream institutions only strengthens the impulse to find a sense of power in theories that reject mainstream thinking. 

While driving me to a scenic overlook where she photographed the sky every few days for a year, Lisa plays a f< 
“The guitarist smoked a little too much dope while recording,” she says. But Lisa has a beautiful clear voice and 
“Tell me about the sky,” she sings. “Do you remember when it was blue?” 

Lisa nods toward an elderly woman sitting on the porch of a white Victorian: “She ended up in the emergency ro 
yellow.” 
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At the overlook, mist hangs in the Ponderosa pines. Across the valley is the faint ridge of the Sutter Buttes. “Those mountains used to be clearly visible,” Li 
is white?” 

It strikes me that our relationship to facts has become so tenuous that we can literally no longer agree on whether the sky is blue. 

When she hugs me goodbye, Lisa says: “Be careful. Watch your back. It’s a dangerous topic.” 

I tell her I will be careful, then drive south, not a plane or a cloud in sight. 

comments 


chairmanmoo 
2d ago 

Really ... I don't know what to say. 

o 

Tijger chairmanmoo 
2d ago 

And these are the "smart" people. Baby jesus wept. 

o 

Dappler chairmanmoo 
2d ago 

Without discussing how powerful gorilla marketing is, and that friends still hold more influence than brand ambassadors, this simply fits into coni 
maybe a bit of the availability heuristic.) 

There are cohort studies which follow Japanese twins or siblings, one of which moved to the States and one of which stayed in Japan, and com 
higher in the US, due to pervasive exposure to carcinogens, not experienced in Japan, in no small part to much laxer food regulations in the US 
also have generally unhealthier lifestyles, unhealthier diets, and the whole ageing process to boot. 

This is part of why government regulation is so important - it protects you from amoral corporate greed and the things which are harmful, particu 
particularly in the short term. 

But you get shown a visible explanation and it clicks - no matter how non-existent the evidence of causality is, whether it is chemtrail-contrails, c 
scapegoat they currently want you to be alarmed about. 

(It's also how religions take hold, although they can also have authoritarian and militant triggers - particularly in the past, but all rely primarily up< 

o 

Philman Dappler 
2d ago 

Regarding the Japanese siblings study, there are similar studies showing that it is the types of cancer which change. The majority of all the worl 
extremely rare in most other parts of the world. 

We are exposed to carcinogens everywhere, they are everywhere in nature as well as modern life, just different ones in different places. 


angiefay 
2d ago 

Thank you for this article. I will now be much more tolerant of conspirationalists.: victims of our own history. 

I can understand how the fear of chemtrails has built up. For years we were sold leaded petrol, which we later found out was damaging our health. Sc 
invisible toxins used to make a profit for the few, but which poison the many. And supported by various governments. 

Luckily, I have some science studies behind me, and can check out and cross check the sources of information I receive. But not everyone has had t\ 
If only we could convince these people of the real danger from aircraftC02 emissions. 

o 

xrystal angiefay 
2d ago 

thanks angiefay for a thoughtful and considerate answer. And your last point is extremely important! 


Notlmpersonating angiefay 
2d ago 

BTW, piston driven aircraft still do put out lead. They have an exemption from the otherwise near total ban. Jet fuel never used lead, and this ne 


costello22 angiefay 
2d ago 
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Yes, you're lucky for the science education. Most of us don't have that and can't just read and understand the scientific studies and research to : 
have to look far to find examples of things that all the experts were wrong about and later reversed themselves on, and 2) so much research is r 
It's easy to see why people aren't sure what to believe. 


Demianmir 
2d ago 

Meanwhile, in the real world, how the Head of the EPA and the Trump administration is killing the protection against "real world chem trails": 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/20/business/energy-environment/devon-energy.html? 

rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FEnvironmental%20Protection%20Agency&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=str( 


armlesscorps 
2d ago 

Amazing. How can she say she herself is so easy to manipulate and will believe anything she reads, but then be sure she is right about this? If you b( 
anything, then skepticism towards all news provided to you would be the best recourse. 

o 

Miamijim armlesscorps 
2d ago 

There ain't no fixing stupid. 

o 

pavanne armlesscorps 
2d ago 

In fairness to Tammi she seemed open to changing her mind. 


Aunt Messy armlesscorps 
2d ago 

It's called the Dunning-Kruger effect. People who are so stupid that they are impervious to proof that they really, really aren't are the core of con 
suffers this delusion, look no further than our last two Republican presidents. 


ajbsmurphy 
2d ago 

https://southfront.org/10-crazy-conspiracy-theories-became-conspiracy-facts 

o 

ethelfrida ajbsmurphy 
Id ago 

Thanks. A good read. I knew about a few of them, but not all. 


forgodssake 
2d ago 

I've had to unfollow a couple of friends on Facebook because of all the chemtrails stuff they kept posting. They're reasonably normal in most other res 
Who would have though that one of the side effects of the technological marvel that is the internet would be to end up promulgating modern fairy tales 

o 

thesmallerhalf forgodssake 
2d ago 

And it also raises some interesting paradoxes. I unfollowed a friend because he had some friends who, in turn, were advocating the charming p 
out, said friends (once removed) threatened physical violence and said friend threatened repercussions. 

o 

ID2778880 thesmallerhalf 
2d ago 

I presume you are using the word "friend" in the social media sense. I fear for the future of that lovely old word. 


madeupname2 forgodssake 
Id ago 

Why is that a reason for unfriending someone? I'm not bring aggressive, by the way, I'm just interested in your answer. 
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Slurms_McKenzie 
2d ago 

Ah, ignorance, that never ending purveyor of comedy. 


pavanne Slurms_McKenzie 
2d ago 

I think it's well past comedy. 


hasmis 
2d ago 

A good article, made me think. I know lots of people who believe everything they read on FB. However, we have generally abandoned the Scientific IV 
find 10 people on FB, you've got that consensus. :) 

o 

xwookey hasmis 
2d ago 

Scientists have not abandoned the scientific method. 

o 

Vintage59 xwookey 
Id ago 

They generally aren't listened to as much as they were fifty years ago, either. 


mikedow 
2d ago 

I've looked at clouds from both sides now 
From up and down, and still somehow 
It's cloud illusions I recall 
I really don't know clouds at all 


AlexandertheGreatish mikedow 
2d ago 

Just how do 'random' droplets of moisture suspend themselves in a shape and drift around? Why not fall like rain? Whats keeping clouds up the 


Ortho AlexandertheGreatish 
2d ago 

Go and read up on it. That's what Wiki etc is for, or you could buy a basic book on clouds. 


AlexandertheGreatish Ortho 
2d ago 

Oh I have Ortho and no explanation makes any sense from a physics POV. its cloud conspiracy plain and simple. 


SmokedFish 
2d ago 

The origin of so much that is silly is ignorance and lack of education. 

Conspiracy theorists are everywhere, and some who would perpetrate naughty acts hide very nicely behind them. 

Manipulation of the media is not new. Edward Bernays got things rolling, defining history as a weapon http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/08/16/specia 
911 was a job. Watch and consider http://www.ae911truth.org/, or write it off as a conspiracy and read what you are told. 


Miamijim 
2d ago 

So basically I'm busy, I'm dumb as rocks, but I believe we're all being lied to and manipulated. 

o 

costello22 Miamijim 
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2d ago 

We ARE being lied to and manipulated. Maybe not about "chemtrails" but certainly about lots of other things. 


Miamijim costello22 
2d ago 

Tell me please who is lying to you.... ? 


steveolane Miamijim 
2d ago 

you tell us! You started this thread! 


panpipes 
2d ago 

Organic farmers aren't "mainstream". The fact that this writer found some who believe the chemtrails nonsense isn't that surprising. Two people who I 
practices are harmful due to the chemicals being used are already skewed towards a bias against human intervention in nature. 


costello22 panpipes 
2d ago 

Good point. 


JohnBoland panpipes 
2d ago 

sorry but i think you must revisit your concept of reality. 


Aunt Messy panpipes 
2d ago 

In California, organic farming IS the norm, especially for small farmers. They make more money selling organic produce, so it's well worth the \n< 
for labelling produce organic in the world. 


mikedow 
2d ago 

There's just one fuel source at an airport, and jet-setter Trump's airline uses it just like everyone else. 


Notlmpersonating 
2d ago 

Nice read. I have highly skilled engineers around me with very sharp brains that fall prey to conspiracy theories. This is not the preserve of fringes, I'n 
not be too vocal about these things. 

I guess this has always been the case. How else does one explain blind faith and superstition? 

o 

energizefunkatize Notlmpersonating 
2d ago 

Stevie Wonder? 


Roger E. Carlson energizefunkatize 
2d ago 

AND Stevie Winwood!! 

:) 


YowserMcTrowser Roger E. Carlson 
2d ago 

Excellent! 


mikedow 
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2d ago 

'They' want you to keep your eyes peeled on those clouds, so you don't notice the smokestacks surrounding you. 


Merf56 
2d ago 

They seem like lovely hardworking people. With education. I find both things can be true and those same people can be quite irrational. And the more 
irrational beliefs. I have often wondered if it was an inborn need in such people to have an enemy or force to 'fight' against to have their lives somehow 
'secret' information others do not have. This is most apparent in religious people but they same holds for people who believe disproven conspiracies.. 

o 

meltyman Merf56 
2d ago 

This is an insightful comment. The instinct to want to fight for a "cause" has strong roots. The danger is that bona fide environmental problems tl 
sure the Koch Bros, have tried to portray concern over global warming in this way). This is why we need science and scientists at EPA to sort it 
science at EPA. It is quite terrifying. 

o 

Lara Oude AlinkMerf56 
2d ago 

Narratives in a postmodern world. We still want to fight for a good cause and be heroes. We want our lives to mean something. When it's not as 
planet and the countless opinions (unchecked by any filter) voiced everywhere you go, the causes become less apparent, but the drive is still th 
turn into this. 

o 

YowserMcTrowser Merf56 
2d ago 

It is a comfort to them to think that there is a "plan". That someone, somewhere has got it all mapped out. That everything happens in accordam 
someone in control even if that someone is committing acts which are detrimental to them. It must be a debilitating condition to live with, like a f< 
believing in religion, the danger is not that they will believe in nothing, but that they will believe in anything" G K Chesterton (paraphrased) 


Atlant 
2d ago 

These people aren't idiots. But some are mentally ill and all are excessively credulous. 

A recent study also showed a correlation between the folks who believe in chemtrails and the folks oppose vaccination. And while their belief in chem 
vaccination makes us all more likely to be hurt by diseases that we thought we'd eradicated or managed far into submission. 

o 

Ortho Atlant 
2d ago 

OTOH, if they fail to vaccinate, they may end up removing their kids from the gene pool, which on present showing, might not be a bad idea. 

o 

Soupdraggon69 Ortho 
2d ago 

If if were only their own children I'd agree with you whole-heartedly. Sadly they could well affect your children and those of others - herd immunil 
everybody vaccinated. 

o 

MadChinchillaLady Atlant 
Id ago 

Some are indeed mentally ill or have a neurological condition, but it should be remembered that's quite a vague statement. Not all mental illness 
are very capable of believing stuff that isn't true (ie. religion). Even if they are mentally ill, it's not necessarily that that's causing them to buy into 

They're poorly educated, which I think is the biggest issue. 


Isaachunt60 
2d ago 

Bio Dynamic devotees.Enough said. 


Tom Janowski 
2d ago 
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Could chemicals be sprayed from an airplane in a diabolical plot to test dispersion techniques or population reaction to chemical agents? Sure. But if 
planes leaving chemical trails military or private aircraft? If anyone suggests they are regular passenger planes, then Houston, we have a problem. Hi 
Do they see and report suspicious tanks on planes? What about the truck drivers delivering tanks of chemicals to airports...do they wonder what they 
spraying of chemicals on the population of the world? World leaders? Corporations? Whoever it is, I hope they know they and their families are gettin< 


gubulgaria Tom Janowski 
Id ago 

The really interesting thing about the chemtrail conspiracy, apart from the absurdity of millions of aviation workers, including many thousands or 
was no mystery or significant event that needed explaining. 

It just popped up from nowhere. A phenomenon we'd all been perfectly comfortable with, contrails, was suddenly declared to be weird and susp 


europhoric 
2d ago 

What is so sad about this - touched on by the author - is that scepticism is a healthy impulse, but it is being marshalled in totally the wrong direction ir 
because there is no longer a newspaper editor or printing press to filter out non-factual information. Anyone with average coding skills can produce a 
BBC or CNN. That makes the academic research cited here far less visible in relative terms, especially among those who are unlikely to seek it out in 


Flaubertin 
2d ago 

The Guardian is of course right. 

There are no conspiracies, and our governments don't lie. 

o 

HappyValley Flaubertin 
2d ago 

Of course, the Guardian said no such thing. Did a friend tell you that? 


BadThingsHappen Flaubertin 
Id ago 

This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our community standards. Replies may also be deleted. For more detail: 

• 

EGriff 
2d ago 

I don’t watch the news. I don’t listen to the news on the radio. Then when I’m on the internet, and I see something where I’m like, ‘Holy shit, real 
and there you have it. 


UnevenSurface EGriff 
2d ago 

Exactly. Avoid the mainstream media where facts are visible to everyone and this forced to be generally consistent, and instead follow facebook 
deliberate wish to believe despite total lack of evidence. I suspect there's a huge correlation between vaxxers / birthers / Chemtrailers / god bott 

o 

pharos EGriff 
2d ago 

If you spend all your life with your head in the sand, of course you will be dazzled whed you emerge. 

o 

haras99 UnevenSurface 
Id ago 

Because mainstream media never lies or gets it wrong... 


PlasticChicken 
2d ago 

I’d read articles that called such believers “idiots”, but I had never actually talked to one. 
Tammi isn’t a caricature of a tinfoil hat-wearing conspiracist, and she’s not an idiot. Well. 


EGriff 
2d ago 
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America is overrun with conspiracy theories... 

There's HAARP, Agenda 21 and the likes 'the army is hiding out under abandoned Walmarts waiting to take over' which the Governor of Texas was fc 
that he'd put the Texas National Guard on alert just in case). 


drbobjr 
2d ago 

My two cents from a post I made last year. 

I suppose my biggest reason for not believing the conspiracy are what I call the "big leaps." Someone sees unusual contrails in the sky and somebod 
somebody whose joints hurt more the next day and someone "leaps" to the conclusion that the government is secretly spraying the whole country. Th 
in it. 

So here are some of the reasons we are skeptical: 

1) Motive: Why are they doing this. Why kill off half the country? Why would they do this to their own families? The usual response is to come back wi 
for something. It's biological; it's weather related; it's something else. Well, your theory just got a lot harder to prove. 

2) Contrails have been around for a long time. You can see them streaming from aircraft in B&W world war II documentaries. Contrails DO dissipate c 
atmospheric conditions. They can go in circles and criss-cross patterns, especially when airports get backed up. Contrails may have an effect on glob 
study the reflective effects on 9/11 and 9/12, the only days in which there were no contrails, so they could establish the net effect of contrails.) Low fly 
drought surveys or real estate surveys or making a film. Their behavior isn't suspicious. 

3) There has been a huge increase in air travel, especially after the recession. (You can consider this as you wait in the TSA line on your next flight.) > 
in a while?) for more frequent flight times meaning more planes in the air, therefore an increase in contrails. 

4) So many people would have to be "in on it." Keeping a horrifying secret among so many people is very difficult. And this conspiracy may have beer 
impossible. 

We DO look at the evidence. Some of it is very interesting. But usually when people point us to "evidence," it's a bunch of people simply stating they ^ 
filming contrails saying he "knows" something is up and is considering moving farther out into the country. It's people telling us to simply look up. Sorr 

It's not that we're close-minded. We are very interested. It's just that the theory has way too many holes in it and what has been presented as evidenc 


Blarneys6 drbobjr 
18h ago 

Very well said! 
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Moose on a mission ties up traffic on busy Maine bridge 

By Nick McCrea , BDN Staff 
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on social media Wednesday. 


People heading into work captured the moose on camera as it swerved from one 
lane to another, slowly making its way across the span. Those pictures circulated 


Courtesy of Amy Flood 

A moose crossing the Veteran's Memorial Bridge in Belfast on Wednesday 
morning made for an unusual commute. After crossing the span, the moose 
continued down Route 1 and sightings have since been reported on Lincolnville 
beach and in the seaside community of Bayside. 

BELFAST, Maine — An unusual jaywalker briefly tied up traffic on a busy Belfast 
bridge Wednesday morning. 

Belfast police Sgt. John Gibbs said a moose crossed the Veteran’s Memorial 
Bridge, which carries Route 1 over the Passagassawakeag River, shortly before 8 
a.m. The lanky-legged animal jaunted over the bridge from Belfast’s East Side 
before continuing his trek south down Route 1. 


Gibbs said an officer spotted the moose later in the morning on a beach in Northport. He also said sightings 
were reported around Bayside, a seaside community about 5 miles south of Belfast. 

Last June, a car struck a moose on Route 1 beyond the bridge, near the High Street overpass. The impact killed 
the moose, and a resident took the animal home for meat, according to the Republican Journal. 


Gibbs said local police would be keeping an eye on the moose’s movements in hopes of avoiding another crash 
on Route 1. He said motorists traveling that stretch of road should keep a close eye out until the moose gets to 
wherever it’s going. 


Follow Nick McCrea on Twitter at @nmccrea213. 
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George Rogers, once a hero of the doomed ship Morro Castle, becomes a cold-blooded killer 


Morro Castle hero, or killer? 

BY Mara Bovsun 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 

Sunday, June 24, 2012, 12:47 AM 



Police went to the Hummels’ home in Bayonne, N.J., and found it shut 
tight — every window closed — despite a brutal heat wave. When they 
opened the door, the reason for the silence became clear. The stench 
of rotting flesh filled the house, and officers found two corpses — the 
old man on the dining room floor, his daughter in the bedroom. Hammer blows to the head had killed 
them. 


The Morro Castle burned along the Jersey shore on Sept. 9, 1934. At 
3:03 a.m., with the ship off the coast of Sea Girt, radio operator George 
Rogers started sending out the SOS, and passengers began 
abandoning ship. 

On July 1, 1953, relatives of William Hummel, 83, and his unmarried 
daughter, Edith, 58, began to worry. Days had passed without a word, 
and that was odd for them. 


The last anyone had seen of either was June 19, when the retired printer withdrew $2,400 for a trip 
to visit family. Hummel had been driven to the bank by his neighbor and near constant companion of 
the past few years, George Rogers, a TV repairman who lived across the street. 

Within a week, police arrested Rogers. 

It was, newspapers observed, the last sad twist of a downward spiral for a man once hailed as a 
hero. Two decades earlier, Rogers, then a ship’s radio operator, had stayed by his post, bravely 
tapping out the SOS, in an ocean disaster that ranks with the Titanic for sheer horror — the burning 
of the luxury liner Morro Castle on Sept. 8, 1934. 

Launched in 1930, the Ward Line’s Morro Castle carried Depression-weary Americans on holiday 
excursions, known as whoopee cruises, from New York to Havana, for liquor, laughter and a taste of 
elegance. 

It was near the end of the Labor Day cruise, as passengers prepared for the fancy farewell dance, 
that things turned sinister. On Sept. 7, a swelling nor’easter brought clouds, winds and rain. That 
night, Capt Robert Willmott, 52, who had been complaining of stomach pains for a day, dropped 
dead. 


The worst was yet to come. Shortly before 3 a.m. on Sept. 8, as the ship glided along the Jersey 
shore, passengers smelled smoke from a small fire in a storage locker. Fanned by gusts from the 
storm, the flames quickly spread, turning the Morro Castle into a floating crematory. It drifted toward 
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Asbury Park, where it beached and immediately became a tourist attraction, drawing at least million 
visitors who came to gawk at the charred hulk. 

The Morro Castle burned along the Jersey shore on Sept. 9, 1934. At 3:03 
a.m., with the ship off the coast of Sea Girt, radio operator George Rogers 
started sending out the SOS, and passengers began abandoning ship. 

Out of a total of 549 passengers and crew, 134 would die. 

Survivors said that no warning alarm was sounded and that officers and crew 
fled to the lifeboats, abandoning the passengers. “Chaos Ruled as Women 
Begged for Lifeboat,” the Daily News headline screamed. Liner executives 
blamed Cuban Communist firebugs and disgruntled employees for setting the 
fire. In the end, the cause of the blaze would remain a mystery. 

Through it all, one man seemed to have acted honorably, and became known 
as the hero of the Morro Castle — George Rogers, chief radio officer. “Radio 
Man Fought Death Waiting Orders,” one headline declared. 

It was Rogers who “stuck to his key long after all hope was gone,” the News reported. 

“My feet were burning and the towel around my face had become impregnated with smoke,” he told 
investigators. “The corner of the table exploded and the room filled with sulphuric fumes.” 

Rogers moved from his starring role in investigations about the fire, in which he offered damning 
testimony about the Morro Castle officers and crew, to a spotlight at a Broadway theater. “Sparks 
Rogers” earned $1,000 a week to tell his “sensational, startling inside story,” wrote Brian Hicks in 
“When the Dancing Stopped: The Real Story of the Morro Castle Disaster and Its Deadly Wake.” 

After two weeks of stardom, Rogers sunk into the humdrum life of a struggling electronics repairman 
during the Depression. Things began to look up in 1936, when the Bayonne police department hired 
him to work with Lt. Vincent Doyle on its two-way radio system. 

The Morro Castle burned along the Jersey shore on Sept. 9, 1934. At 
3:03 a.m., with the ship off the coast of Sea Girt, radio operator George 
Rogers started sending out the SOS, and passengers began 
abandoning ship. 

Doyle and Rogers appeared to get along fine. Then, on March 4, 1938, 
a package arrived at the police station, addressed to Doyle. A note 
said it contained a broken fish-bowl heater, but the item was really a 
bomb. It exploded in Doyle’s hands. He lost three fingers and broke his 
leg. 

Circumstantial evidence built the case that Rogers had sent the bomb 
to Doyle, and prosecutors cited professional jealousy as the motive. In 
sentencing Rogers to 12-to-20, the judge called the attack a “crime of a diabolical nature, only to be 
executed by a fiend.” 

Nevertheless, Rogers served only four years. In November 1942, 82 prisoners were granted parole 
so they could serve in the war. Rogers was one of them. 
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He was out of the headlines for more than a decade, until the murder of William and Edith Hummel. 
Evidence was circumstantial, but strong. Rogers had fallen on hard times again, and had been 
sucking money from the elder Hummel for years. The jury took three hours to find Rogers guilty, and 
on Sept. 24, 1954, he got life. 

His sentence was cut short by a heart attack on Jan. 11, 1958. Newspapers reported that the “Morro 
Castle hero” had died in prison at age 61. 

In the years since the disaster, investigations into Rogers’ life — a long history of crimes and 
psychotic behavior — suggested that the radioman had been anything but a hero. Many now 
believe that Rogers poisoned the captain and started the fire, and that the 134 people who died 
were really victims of a mass murderer. 

© Copyright 2017 NYDailyNews.com. All rights reserved. 
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Grave of Alexander Litvinenko at Highgate Cemetery. Image credit: 
Ethan_Doyle_White via Wikipedia 

There is an ivy-covered grave in London’s Highgate Cemetery that looks no 
different than the other graves around it. This particular burial, however, 
holds the radioactive corpse of Alexander Litvinenko, subject of the UK’s 
“most dangerous” post-mortem examination. 1 

Litvinenko, born in Russia in 1962, served in the KGB and was a lieutenant 
in Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB). In 2000, he and his family fled to 
England, were granted political asylum, and eventually became naturalized 
citizens. Litvinenko turned into a vocal critic of Putin and the Kremlin and 
advised the UK’s Secret Intelligence Service. 


The story of the UK’s most dangerous autopsy starts on November 1,2006, when Alexander met 
with Andrei Lugovoi and Dmitry Kovtun (pictured here), two former KGB agents, at the Millennium 
Hotel in central London. It’s believed he was looking into Kremlin ties to a Russian gang based in 
Spain, and planned to fly to Spain with Lugovoi to research this suspected connection.1 



Grosvenor Square entrance of the Millennium 
Hotel. Image credit: MayfairSales via 
Wikipedia. 


Shortly after this meeting, Litvinenko 
experienced severe gastrointestinal problems 
and had to be admitted to Barnet General 
Hospital. 


On November 17, 2006, he was transferred to 
University College Hospital after his white 
blood cell count crashed, his liver function 
declined, and his hair fell out. Litvinenko’s 
doctors checked him for an array of poisons, even the radioactive ones they knew about, but all of 
the tests came back negative. 


One of his doctors brought in an atomic weapons specialist to help identify the toxin that was slowly 
killing Litvinenko. This expert suggested that they take blood and urine samples to test for a 
radioactive substance known as polonium-210. 

Researchers at the UK’s Atomic Weapons Establishment tested the samples with alpha-particle 
spectroscopy see if polonium could be detected. 1 Because polonium emits alpha particles, this 
radioactive substance would not have been revealed in earlier analyses because they only detected 
gamma radiation. The polonium test came back positive within hours of Litvinenko’s death on 
November 23, 2006.2 He was just 43-years-old. 
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Marie Curie discovered Polonium-210 (210Po) in 1898. Polonium poisoning occurs by eating, 
drinking, or inhaling a dosage as small as a nanogram or a microgram, which is smaller than a grain 
of sand. If ingested, it will cause physical symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, throat 
swelling, and hair loss. A small amount of this isotope will eventually destroy the spleen, kidneys, 
liver, and bone marrow.3 

Litvinenko’s body remained hooked up to life support machines for a few days after he died because 
of the risk of radioactive contamination. It was forensic pathologist Nathaniel Cary who 
disconnected the hospital equipment then put his corpse in multiple body bags.4 

The post-mortem examination was conducted on December 1, 2006 at London’s Royal Hospital. 

The autopsy team included Dr. Cary, a second pathologist, a detective constable, a photographer, 
and someone to wipe off any bodily fluids that spattered the protective gear.4 The forensic team had 
to confirm and document the cause of death, which is this case was radiation poisoning, for the 
subsequent murder investigation. 

Everyone present had to take extraordinary precautions to prevent exposure to the polonium. 
According to The Guardian, each person had to wear two protective suits, two pairs of protective 
gloves that were taped at the wrists, and a large battery-operated hood that pumped filtered air.4 

Since Litvinenko knew he had been poisoned during his meeting with Lugovoi and Kovtun, 
detectives went to find traces of polonium at the Millennium Hotel. The teapot that Litvinenko drank 
from and the chairs that the Russian assassins sat in had traces of polonium.5 

Investigators went on to uncover the radioactive trail left by Lugovoi and Kovtun during their deadly 
mission. The BBC reports that investigators found radioactive contamination at a lap-dancing club, a 
football stadium, two planes at Heathrow, the British embassy in Moscow, and an apartment in 
Germany that was linked to Kovtun.5,6 In addition to this, hundreds of people were exposed and 
were tested, luckily no one else was harmed. 

The circumstantial evidence against the Russian duo was so overwhelming that they were charged 
with murder. Both men denied any responsibility for the death of Alexander Litvinenko. The Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) requested that they be extradited back to England, but (surprise, 
surprise) Russia refused.7,8 

CPS moved forward with a public inquiry anyway in January of 2015. Her Majesty’s 
Assistant Coroner, Sir Robert Owen, presided over the probe and wrote the official report. 

Owen heard testimony from 62 witnesses during six months of public hearings and private, top 
secret briefings.9,10 Owen concluded Putin likely sanctioned Litvinenko’s murder. He even called 
the use of polonium in Litvinenko’s murder “a miniature nuclear attack on the streets of 
London.”9,10 

Owen concluded that Litvinenko’s murder was likely “state-sponsored” because the dosage used to 
kill him would have cost tens of millions of dollars, which made it unattainable to a run-of-the-mill 
murderer. 11 But investigators were not able to trace the polonium back to Russia because 
the polonium used in this case was pure, and impurities are needed to pinpoint the origin. The 
murderers were able to travel undetected across international borders and evade airport security 
because polonium’s alpha particles can be contained by glass and do not set off radiation 
detectors.3,11 
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The New York Times reported on January 9, 2017 that the Obama administration levied sanctions 
against five Russians, including Lugovoi and Kovtun. These sanctions included a ban on travel into 
the United States and a freezing of any assets held in any American financial institutions. 

Its possible Litvinenko wasn’t the last person murdered by ingesting polonium. In 2013, Swiss 
researchers claimed they had evidence that deceased Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat died from 
polonium poisoning.3 Even though Arafat’s official cause of death was a stroke, some Palestinian 
officials suspected he had been poisoned. Arafat’s body was exhumed in 2012 and samples were 
taken from his corpse and soil in his grave. The samples from Arafat’s body showed unusually high 
levels of polonium-210, but the samples were too small and degraded to conclusively say that Arafat 
died from radiation poisoning.3,12 
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Everest climber found hiding in cave to avoid paying £8,500 fee 
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Ryan Sean Davy pictured as he made his way 
up Mount Everest (Picture: Facebook 

A South African man trying to climb Mount 
Everest on his own and without a permit was 
found hiding in a cave to avoid paying a fee. 

Ryan Sean Davy, 43, was ordered off the 
mountain, had his passport confiscated and 
fined £17,000 - that’s twice the cost of the 
£8,500 fee to climb. 

Ryan Sean Davy, 43, told officials at base 
camp that he had climbed alone as far as camp 
two - 21,000ft - to acclimatise ahead of a 
summit push before he was caught. 

Foreigners have to pay the Nepal government £8,500 for permission to climb the 29,030ft peak - a major 
earner for the impoverished country. 

‘I saw him alone near base camp so I approached him and he ran away,’ said Gyanendra Shresth, the 
government liason officer at base camp. 

‘I followed him with my friend and found 
him hiding in a cave nearby,’ he told 
AFP. 

‘He had set up camp in an isolated place 
to avoid government officials.’ 

It is highly unusual for a foreign climber 
to attempt to scale Everest alone - most 
do so with the help of at least one 
Sherpa guide and a large support team 
at base camp. 

Davy could be banned from Nepal for 
five years or face a 10-year ban on 
climbing in the country. 

Shresth said he had also seized Davy’s passport and told him to return to Kathmandu to retrieve it. He will also 
be fined £17,000 - double the cost of the permit. 

He’s going to be fined more than double the cost of the fee to climb (Picture: Facebook) 

He was discovered at 20,000ft up the mountain (Picture: Facebook) 

Davy could not be reached for comment, but photos on a Facebook page under his name appear to show a 
climber traversing the Khumbu Icefall, which lies between base camp and camp one. 

In an accompanying post, Davy - who identifies himself as a director and producer - said that he had reached a 
height of 23,000ft in six hours. 

‘When I heard that most of the expeditions on Everest had retreated to base camp because of incoming 
weather, I made my move,’ read the post. 

AFP could not independently verify the authenticity of the Facebook page. 



Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukTuesday 9 May 2017 
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Davy told 
officials 
that he 
didn’t 
have 
enough 
money to 
buy a 
flight from 
the 

Everest 
region to 


Everest climber found hiding in cave to avoid paying £8,500 fee Everest climber found hiding in cave to 

avoid paying £8,500 fee 

Kathmandu to collect his passport. He said he would instead walk and then catch a bus - a journey that would 
take at least four days. 

Last year, an Indian couple was banned from Nepal after they faked photographs purporting to show them at 
the top of Everest. 

The pair - both police constables - superimposed themselves and their banners onto photos taken by another 
Indian climber of his Everest summit. 
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Mrs Stone and the Headless Ghost 



Mrs Stone and the Headless Ghost 
A headless ghost seen in a 
Wiltshire lane. 


Certain species of 
ghosts who once 
had their fifteen 
decades of fame, 
seem to have lost 


their cachet. Formerly every respectable Highland castle had its Green Lady, while Screaming Skulls made 
Dorset nights hideous with their din. It was a hoary cliche that the English countryside used to be overrun 
by headless horsemen and funereal black coaches drawn by headless horses. Yet today they seem found only 
on databases of local legends, possibly killed off by a decline in the use of judicial beheadings. 


Even if we attribute three-quarters of reported headless ghosts to smugglers with pots of phosphorus, the fact 
remains that the motif was a beloved one, even persisting in the United States in urban legends of headless 
motorcyclists. 


Today we visit an unnamed village in Wiltshire, the subject of Village Notes by Pamela Tennant, for a headless- 
ghost story c. 1900 with some chilling details. 


Since I was unable to find a copy of Village Notes online, this story is quoted from a review. In a moment of 
confusion the review did not make it clear that the narrator of the ghost story, described as married to a pig- 
dealer, was not the book’s author, Pamela Tennant, [Pamela Genevieve Adelaide Tennant, Baroness 
Glenconner, afterwards Viscountess Grey of Fallodon] who proved to be far too posh to write in the local dialect. 


I puzzled over the identity of the narrator until I found a longer excerpt, which calls her “Mrs. Stone,” almost 
certainly a pseudonym, although that lady may have revealed her real Christian name as Rebecca and her 
husband’s name as Harry. From other information garnered on Village Notes, Mrs Tennant either changed 
names or did not name her narrators at all. I suppose if you are writing about the many characters in a close- 
knit English village it is best to be discreet about your sources, lest you end up in a Midsomer Murders plot. 


But on with the headless ghost story.... Mrs Tennant began by writing about her informant’s “superstitions”: 


She [Mrs Stone, the ghost-seeing narrator] had the greatest contempt for the State Church and its 
management of charities and, being a freeholder, held independent views. Her belief in the unseen 
world was very strong. She had once had a dispute about some property with a sister-in-law then 
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living on Church rates; in getting out of bed in the morning she was flung down on the floor, and 
this was repeated three times. 

She would say when recounting an experience: ‘I can see it in the looking-glass of memory.’ The 
chimney was regarded by her as being a dangerous medium of communication with another world 
and one much in favour with those whose services we are better without. For this reason she kept 
a bunch of gorse thrust far up her chimney when there was no fire. It blocked it completely, and, 
she said, kept the Powers out. Sometimes she would light the fire, forgetting the bush was there. 

Then the Powers had ample revenge in what followed. 

Her husband had been a pig-dealer. ‘That’s a nice lot o’ young pigs, those,’ she would say. 

‘Where?’ ‘Comin’down the road in a cart; and what’s more there’s a fine fat zow among ’em.’ A litter 
soon passed the windows driven by, and netted over. Among the litter was the sow she had heard 
at such a distance up the road. This was not, as might seem, an evidence of second sight. It was 
merely, as she said, ‘having an ear trained to pigs.’ 

She believed in the power of good held by a large flat-iron in her cottage. It kept the disk of the 
fender bright. It also kept strange cats from the cottage. This is her account of an apparition she 
once saw:— ‘Well, it happened the other day when I were acomen’ back home from the village. I’d 
been down about tea-time, and I’d stopped a little while; so by time I was cornin’ home it was nigh 
on eight o’clock. It were a dark night, but not so dark but what I couldn’t see the road sort of 
glimmerin’ in front o’ me, and the hedge to my left quite black agen the sky full o’ stars. On the 
other side o’ the fence I could see all the lights in the windows of Felhampton House. I were just 
saying to myself, “Why, what a lot o’ lights they have got in Felhampton to-night! they must have 
company,” fer the lights seemed to go right up to the top windows, and it were all a blaze o’ light. 

When sudden, I were all in darkness. I couldn’t see the road, and I couldn’t see the hedge, and I 
couldn’t see the sky wi’ the stars. Nor yet I couldn’t see the lights in Felhampton House. But I see a 
figure agen the darkness, stretching right across the road. It were the figure of a man wi’ his arms 
out, they were wide on each side of him, and seemed all to bar the way. He were dressed in what 
gentlemen do wear in the evening, only wi’out a coat, for I seed his two arms in shirt-sleeves and 
the white of his shirt-front. But the sleeves weren’t like what they do wear now, for the cuffs were 
put in full at the wrist, quite different to now. It were a terrible sight, for it had no head, and was all in 
a cloud o’ darkness. I seemed like fainting, and “O Lord,” I said, “take it from me.” Just like that, 

“Lord, take it from me,” I said. And in a minute it were gone. I see’d the road agen, and I see’d the 
hedge, and I see’d the sky full o’ stars. And there on the other side o’ the road, I seed all the lights 
in the windows of Felhampton House.’ Then with a shake of her head, ‘O, there’s amany more of 
these nasty old haunted places about than people do think. That’s certain.’ 

The Literary World, Vol. 62, 24 August 1900, p. 123-4 

I was intrigued by the utter darkness in which Mrs Stone suddenly found herself, which was similar to that 
experienced by the men who saw a vapor-man in Brown’s Woods. And the headless ghost on foot is a bit of an 
outlier; most of the Wiltshire headless spectres are seen with phantom coaches or horses. 

Can we locate the site of this story? Felhampton House seems a sure thing, but I could not find a house with 
that name in Wiltshire. Mrs Tennant herself lived in Wilsford House, in Wilsford cum Lake. Two similarly- 
named stately homes in the area were Netherhampton House or Bathampton House in Steeple Langford, home 
of the wicked Sir Giles Mompesson (perhaps a relation of John Mompesson of the Wiltshire Drummer of 
Tedworth case?). 

Mrs Stone seems to have had an uncanny reputation from childhood. In another section she described how she 
and her family had persuaded her engaged brother to break off the match. The jilted girl’s mother cast a spell 
and the family never prospered after. Mrs. Tennant adds of Mrs Stone: 

When she was lying in her last illness, it was difficult to get anyone to sit with her, or to tend her 
through the night. “She be so strange,” they said ; “she do see such queer things.” They thought 
she was a witch. Two or three days before she died a sovereign was sent by her to a very old 
woman, living in a small town some ten miles distant. It was sent to propitiate a long-felt evil 
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influence, in order that her illness might be stayed. The old woman who received the coin was 
mother of the girl whose marriage all those years ago she had come between. 

The Outlook, Volume 1,9 April 1898: pp. 298-9 

Such queer things, indeed.... 

Recent sightings of headless ghosts or the identity of “Mrs Stone”? chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com 

Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The Headless Horror, 
The Face in the Window, and the 7-volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the chronicler of the adventures of 
that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four Macabre Tales. The books are available in 
paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all of these books may be found by searching 
hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 

Posted by 
Chris Woodyard 
on April 18, 2017 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century 
American murders. 

Saturday, April 8, 2017 

(From Cincinnati Daily Gazette, March 24, 1879) 


The course of several of the city papers on the terrible tragedy of the murder of Harry 
Baldwin is an example of the way in which a mere mercenary desire for a sensation 
scandal, to sell a few more papers, can overcame all principle, all conscience, all the 
instincts of decency, all sense of justice toward the dead, and all regard for the feelings 
of the living relatives. Harry Baldwin was found on the street, after his arrival in the night 
by railway from Indiana, shot through the head and dying, and with signs of having been 
robbed. Men have been murdered on our streets for the purpose of robbery before now. 
And even if the police did not at the moment know who did it, this was no reason for 
throwing themselves into wild inventions. He was found in this dying slate leaning 
against the wall of a house nearly opposite the public house of which Kate Bennett is 
mistress. With no other ground than this, the theories of the police and of these 
newspapers have centered upon and circulated round Kate Bennett's house, and have 
persisted in connecting Baldwin’s death with that. 

From the first, and up to this time not a particle of evidence has been produced to show that Harry 
Baldwin ever had any illicit relations with any girl, or was ever in that house, yet the police and these 
papers have insisted that the solution of the mystery was in that house, and have invented and 
given currency to a mass of wild fancies of his relations with a woman who had become desperate 
because of his marriage. No such girl has yet been found nor heard of. 

The police arrested the Bennett and all persons in her house—boarders and servants. This was 
accepted and published as positive proof that Baldwin went from the cars to that house and there 
met his death at the hands of a desperate woman. Then a woman of the lowest degree of 
prostitution, living in that vicinity, was arrested with her two daughters, one of them described as 
having had her face partly eaten up with disease. This conveyed the idea that Harry Baldwin was a 
companion of all sorts of degraded women. A paper remarked that it did not know which of these 
Dalton girls was his paramour. 
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Thus was it determined from the first by the police and by these papers that Harry Baldwin should 
be murdered in a house of prostitution, and thus did they refuse to consider any other theory or to 
search in any other line. And thus did they go on from day to day to make this murdered man a 
degraded character, and to torture the stricken young wife and parents with their defiling of all his 
life. And all for a more newspaper sensation, to feed gossips with lies which in due time would he 
proved false. 

One of these introduced a stroke of the ludicrous into this dreadful business by consulting a fortune 
teller, and announcing that it had plucked the heart out of the mystery, and that the killing was done 
by his deserted paramour, and it would give full particulars in a sixteen page Sunday edition. But the 
sixteen page Sunday edition came, and was empty, for the Coroner bad not examined the fortune 
teller. 

Let it be remembered that in all this there has not been turned up a jot of evidence that Harry 
Baldwin ever had any illicit relations with n woman, and not a jot to connect his murder with the 
Bennett house or the Daltons, and therefore that all this is a most cruel slander of the dead, and a 
most savage torture of the feelings of the stricken families. Up to this time the police, thus set on, 
have refused to consider any other theory than those which revolve around Kate Bennett’s and 
make a had character of young Baldwin. Having determined that this should be so, they have made 
no intelligent investigation in any direction. Even if it shall be proved —as it has not yet been—that 
Lowther did not come to Cincinnati that night, still, are there not other persons who might shadow a 
man whose appearance and business indicated that he had money on his person, and who had 
incautiously said at the railway station that he had collected some money? When the police and the 
certain portion of the city press shall have turned their efforts from blacking this dead young man's 
life, and the police shall have started upon a rational Inquiry, then the public may hope for a solution 
of this mystery. 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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By Andrew Banas Published: May 1,2017, 10:33 pm 
Updated: May 4, 2017, 10:31 am 

CAMBRIDGE, N.Y. (NEWSIO)-A 
mysterious picture of a young girl in 
the woods near Cambridge has 
many locals there wondering, who 
she is and where did she come 
from? 

Landowners just want to find the 
family but now the whole town is 
buzzing. 

It is the picture that has everyone 
talking. Is it just a little kid lost in the 

woods or is it something supernatural?” 

People around the Cambridge have mixed opinions. 

“I think it’s a ghost. Why do you say that? Because look at it. It’s definitely a spirit.” 

“I think it’s just a little girl playing in the woods. I don’t think it’s a ghost.” 

“I don’t know. It’s kind of hard to believe whatever you see on social media nowadays.” 

Taken by a trail cam in the woods off of Route 74 in Cambridge, this picture has had the whole town 
talking. 

Chief George Bell has never seen anything like it. 

“I’ve lived here all my life and I’ve never heard of a ghost running around the woods.” 

New landowners just bought this chunk of woods, hoping to use it as a hunting area. 

According to the chief, they set up the camera to make sure the general population didn’t go through 
them. 

Then they saw the girl in the picture. 

Chief Bell confirms it is real and the landowners simply wanted to inform the girl’s family. 

“The idea originally was just to identify who the child was.” 

Now it’s been a few weeks and still, no one has come forward and imaginations are soaring. 

“I don’t know there is some creepy stuff in this town.” 
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Even skeptics want answers. 

“There has to be an explanation. I just hope they come forward 
soon to clear it up.” 

“I would say there’s no way that’s a ghost but that’s the kind of thing where I’d say eh, I don’t know.” 

Cambridge Police say they are still trying to identify the girl in the picture so if you know anything, 
ghost or not, you are asked to contact them. 

UPDATE: Police say the mysterious photo is not a picture of a spirit. 

NEWS'!0 ABC 

© 1998-2017 News10.com | Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. | All rights reserved. 
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Mystery emu runs wild in Alabama, blocks highway traffic upi.com 

By Ben Hooper | Updated May 24, 2017 at 2:46 PM 

May 24 (UPI) -- A worker at an Alabama business captured video of an emu running wild in the 
streets and even holding up traffic on a stretch of highway. 

Amanda Stephens, who works at Sand Mountain Electric Cooperative in Rainsville, posted a video 
to Facebook showing the emu evading several pursuers Friday outside of the business. 

"It was just running around. Don't know where it came from. Everybody was trying to catch it. What 
was I doing? I was laughing," Stephens told WAFF-TV. 

She said the emu repeatedly ventured onto Highway 35, temporarily blocking traffic. 

Eric Samples, who also works at Sand Mountain Electric, said he tried unsuccessfully to lasso the 
large bird. 

"I'm going to say it went on for 20 minutes. I mean, after I saw I couldn't do anything with it, I just 
kinda sat back and enjoyed the show," Samples said. 

Police arrived on the scene to block traffic and assist with the capture attempt, but it was unclear 
whether the bird was eventually caught. 

"Last time I seen it, it was behind Burger King. I don't know if it was getting something to eat or 
what, but it was cutting a shuck," Samples said. 
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Mystery of 'ghost motorcycle' that drove itself along motorway is 

solved metro.co.uk 


Charles White for Metro.co.ukTuesday 13 Jun 2017 12:31 pm 

The riderless bike (Picture: LeParisienTV) 

The mystery behind a riderless ‘ghost motorcycle’ that 
was spotted driving along a motorway has been 
solved. 

Video footage showing the large motorbike driving 
down a busy road without anyone on it went viral last 
month. 

But now the driver has explained what happened. 

The Parisian had been knocked from his bike in a road 
accident - while the bike carried on driving down the 
A4 Autoroute in France. 

'Ghost motorbike' filmed cruising along motorwayhttp://metro.co.uk/video/1482971 

This is a modal window. 

Now Le Parisien has hunted down 
the driver who said when he was 
knocked off his bike the driver of the 
car helped him look for his bike. 

He was then rushed to hospital 
having suffered an arm injury. 

Yet it took days for the police to 
contact him to explain they had 
found the bike far from the crash 


Speaking with the French paper, the person who shot the footage said: ‘I asked a friend who was 
with me to take my phone and film. 

‘On the video, we can clearly see the two-wheeled, without a biker. Is it a ghost motorcycle?’ 

MORE: Shipwreck filled with explosives could blow up at any moment 

MORE: Man dies after being pushed into moving tram in Manchester 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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Posted on September82012 by Mark and Mark 

Bayonne resident and Chief Radio Engineer George White 
Rodgers had his hands full the morning of September 8, 
1934. He was a radio operator on the passenger liner the 
Morro Castle and had been awakened shortly 
after 3:00 a.m. by one of his assistants, George 
Alanga. Alanga smelled smoke, so Rodgers took 
command of the radio room and sent Alanga to 
the bridge to find out if the captain wanted to 
transmit an SOS. Alanga returned to report that 
the bridge was in chaos. In addition to the fire, 
the crew was fighting a horrible storm, and the 
death of the ship’s original captain, Robert 
Wilmott, the previous day of a “heart attack and 
nervous stomach” meant the crew had been 
promoted into duties they weren’t entirely 
familiar with yet. Acting Captain Warms didn’t 
recognize Alanga, so he returned to the radio 
room in disgust. Rogers sent his assistant back 
through the smoke and flames to the bridge to 
try again: they couldn’t transmit the SOS without the captain’s approval. 



Unfortunately, a half-hour was wasted waiting for the order 
to transmit, which proved deadly. But the delayed SOS was not the only contribution to the Morro Castle’s fate. 
There were other communication delays, the crew wasn’t familiar with fire-fighting equipment, and Acting 
Captain Warms, thinking the fire was under control, sped the liner along and fanned the flames into a worse 
conflagration. Neither the passengers nor the crew underwent safety drills, and frequent crew turnover and poor 
pay ensured they were not loyal to the officers or the line. When it was obvious the Morro Castle was beyond 
saving, these crew members were the first to leave passengers to fend for themselves, escaping in under-filled 
lifeboats. It was a disaster, and by the time ships in the area arrived to help, it was too late for many 
passengers, some of whom had jumped into the freezing waters of the Atlantic. 


Through the smoke and unbearable heat filling the radio 
room, Rodgers heard other ships along the New Jersey 
coastline radioing the Coast Guard to ask if a ship was on 
fire because they could see the glow. Batteries which 
powered the receiver exploded, spilling sulfuric acid onto 
the floor. The transmitter was still functional, however, and 
Rodgers held his ground until Alanga returned with Warms’ 
okay. Rodgers began to transmit the SOS, and when a wire 
became disconnected from the generator which powered 
the transmitter, he calmly felt his way across the room 
through the smoke and, ignoring his blistering hands, 
reattached it and continued transmitting: a model of 
calmness and devotion to duty. 


And then there was the recently deceased Captain Robert Wilmott. He’d been captain of the Morro Castle since 
it first started voyaging from New York to Havana, Cuba in 1930, and was known to be outgoing and gregarious. 
Some crew members noticed his personality had changed in recent months and he grew more hostile and 
suspicious during this last trip. He confided in some of his officers that someone was out to murder him and 
damage or destroy the ship. He never specified who, but he told them he suspected that Assistant Radio 
Engineer George Alanga was “a dangerous radical.” Alanga had tried to organize a strike for better working 
conditions on an earlier voyage and earned the undying hatred of Wilmott and the Ward Line, and he’d already 
been told that he’d be dismissed when the liner returned to New York. In fact, Wilmott had spoken to George 
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White Rodgers about Alanga, who didn’t defend his assistant and actually said 
he’d found two vials of what he thought were ingredients for a “stink bomb” in 
Alanga’s locker. Inexplicably, Rodgers threw the vials overboard instead of 
keeping them as evidence. Despite this, Captain Wilmott chose to accept his 
story because he needed an ally who was close to Alanga. 

Wilmott also had his suspicions about George White Rodgers, as did many crew 
members. There were times Rogers could be a bundle of energy, and other 
times when he would nod off in mid-conversation. His rotund, flabby body and 
extremely pale face did not portray a seaman, and he had no friends on the 
crew. In fact, no one really knew much at all about the man, except that he 
exuded an air of discomfort to those around him. 

Despite these concerns, Rodgers and Alanga were among the fourteen crew 
members who stayed on board the Morro Castle until the remaining passengers 
could be rescued: in the end, eighty-six passengers and forty-nine crew 
members died. The Morro Castle itself would drift northward along the Jersey shore before running aground 
later on September 8th, just hundreds of feet from Convention Hall in Asbury. 

What was the cause of the Morro Castle fire and who was responsible? Was Captain Wilmott’s death an 
accident or murder? Investigators spent months trying to answer these questions. Wilmott’s body was destroyed 
by the fire, preventing serious investigation regarding his death. Testimony concerning the fire at hearings held 
by the State of New York and the US Government pointed to arson. George Alanga was held in custody as a 
material witness but released due to a lack of evidence. 

George White Rodgers would initially emerge as a national icon due to both the reports of his courageous 
actions on board and his willingness to promote them in numerous interviews with both radio and newspaper 
reporters. He even appeared on Broadway to tell his story. But in later years, he emerged as a suspect. 

Born in 1901, Rodgers had a criminal record dating back to the age of thirteen. At sixteen, he became a radio 
operator in order to gain release from a juvenile detention home, and in 1923 he worked for a New York radio 
station as a technician but was fired after stealing some equipment. For the next six years Rodgers struggled, 
eventually settling in nearby Bayonne. In 1929, he was employed by the Wireless Egert Company in New York 
when a mysterious fire broke out. He was a suspect in the case but there was no proof of arson. 

He then became employed by the Radiomarine Corporation (later RCA), which had no idea of his record, and 
neither did the Ward Line which agreed to have him serve on the Morro Castle. He may have appeared odd, but 
there was nothing to show he was insane. The proof of his insanity would have to wait. 

Rogers left the Ward Line after the Morro Castle disaster. He opened a radio repair shop in 1935 in Bayonne 
but had a difficult time making it a success. One day it caught fire under suspicious circumstances. The 
Bayonne Police Department investigated the fire as arson but could not prove it. 

In 1936, despite his previous criminal record and the recent arson investigation, Rodgers joined the Bayonne 
Police Department to work in the radio room as an assistant to Vincent Doyle. Doyle became suspicious of the 
former hero and began to question him about his experiences on the Morro Castle. He became convinced that 
Rodgers was responsible for the fire, and perhaps Rodgers thought he was getting too close to truth, because 
in March 1938, he delivered a package to Doyle that contained a heater for a fish tank and a request for Doyle 
to repair it. This was not unusual since friends often dropped off electrical items to repair. However, this item 
bore no signature. When Doyle plugged the heater in and turned on the switch, the explosion was 
instantaneous. He survived but sustained numerous injuries; Rodgers was arrested a few weeks after and later 
convicted of the attempted murder of his colleague. 

Though sentenced to twelve to twenty years in Trenton State Prison, Rodgers never served his full sentence. In 
1942 he was released from prison on parole to “join the armed forces.” The Navy, however, rejected his 
application because of his criminal record. After a mysterious trip to Australia he returned to Bayonne in 1945 
and opened another radio repair shop, but he was struggling financially again by 1952. A friend named William 
Hummel loaned him $7,500 in less than a year. Hummel decided to move to Florida in June 1953 and began to 
pressure Rodgers to repay the loans; a month later the police found Hummel’s body and that of his unmarried 



http://wei rdnj .com/stor i es/m ystery- hi story/m orro-castl e/ 


2/3 



5/4/2017 


The Mystery of the Morro Castle | Weird NJ 

daughter savagely bludgeoned to death in their Bayonne home. Suspicion immediately fell on Rodgers, and in 
1954 he was found guilty of two counts of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment. Four years later he would 
die of a brain hemorrhage. 
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Did George White Rodgers murder Captain Robert Wilmott 
and set fire to the Morro Castle to hide the crime? Or was 
he just guilty of arson, with the death of the captain an 
unfortunate coincidence? Although circumstantial 
evidence strongly suggests his guilt, and Rogers even 
hinted to some that he did it, he never confessed to either 
crime and it’s doubtful that it can ever be proven. 

From a story by Michael Launay. 

This entry was posted in Mystery History and tagged 
Asbury Park, George White Rogers, Morro Castle, Radio 
Operator, Ship Wrecks. Bookmark the permalink. 
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11:04 am 

Who is the naked rambler (Picture: Cascade) 

A ‘feral looking man’ has been spotted wandering around 
naked in the hills of Pembrokeshire. 

Nick Pentecost was understandably shocked when he 
came across the nude rambler last Saturday. 

He had gone for a quiet walk in the Preseli Hills, on the 
well-known trail near Eglwyswrw. 

But it ended up being anything but quiet. 

‘I was walking to the top of Carn Goedog with no-one 
around as usual except in the distance I suddenly thought I 
saw this figure and as I looked closely it turns out I was 
right,’ he said. 

you say when they put you on hold 

He was spotted in the hills of Pembrokeshire (Picture: Cascade) 

Mr Pentecost added: To my amazement and shock I realised I was 
looking at a feral looking man, hunched over looking at the ground. 

‘I paused and managed to get my phone out and take a few snaps.’ 

He observed the unidentified man for a while but got scared when the 
naked rambler noticed him. 

Mr Pentecost said: ‘I watched him walking around kind of calmly and 
sort of aimlessly for about 20 seconds then I think he noticed me and I 
very quickly turned and sped back down the mountain to my car. 

‘I looked back to see if he had followed me but didn’t see the figure 
again. Very, very strange!’ 

MORE: Gay man ‘refused entry to LGBT club because he had HIV 
MORE: Theresa May defends Tory candidate over ‘shocking’ rape and homosexuality comments 


MORE: Call centres can hear everything 



Mystery surrounds naked 'feral' man spotted walking 


in the wilderness 

medication on him’ 


Jimmy Nsubuga for Metro.co.ukSaturday 3 Jun 2017 



Mystery surrounds naked 'feral' man spotted walking in the wilderness 
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Teens Should Send Naked Mole Rat Pics Instead Of Nudes, Charity Says 
The campaign is meant to prevent “sextortion.” 

By David Moye 

A Canadian organization wants to stamp out the “sextortion” of teenage boys and believes the 
solution lies with naked mole rats. 

In May, the Canadian Centre for Child Protection started a new campaign called “Don’t Get 
Sextorted,” which suggest that teens respond to nude photo requests from strangers with pictures of 
naked mole rats instead of their own naked bodies. 

The Centre provides a lot of memes designed to be used for that purpose. 

Like this one: 


When you think you’ve got a nude and then you realize it’s not... 




The campaign targets boys, who comprise 30 percent 
of the reported victims of “sextortion,” the act of asking 
for naked photos and then blackmailing the sender. 

“We started to receive calls from very distressed kids 
panicked over what to do, because the threats were, ‘If 
you don’t comply, I’m going to send this to all of your 
contacts,”’ Executive Director Lianna McDonald told the 
Canadian Press. “They would think that this is only 
happening to me.” 

Centre spokeswoman Signy Arnason told HuffPost 
most boys who are victimized by “sextortion” believe 
they are talking to a teenage girl 
who immediately starts asking for 
something sexual. 

“As soon as the photo is sent, the 
blackmailing begins,” she told 
HuffPost. 

The campaign hopes to reduce 
sextortion by using photos of the 
naked mole rat — a pink, hairless 
rodent from Africa about three to 
four inches in length. 
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“We’re hoping that this character will be 
effective in capturing the attention of boys to 
bring widespread attention to the issue,” 
McDonald said in a release. “We want our 
communications to empower boys to think 
twice before sending a nude. The threat of 
‘sextortion’ is scary enough, but having the 
conversation doesn’t have to be.” 


McDonald admits the humorous tone of the campaign is risky, but believes it’s the best way to reach 
teenage boys. 

“Being steeped in child protection, it was a really big step for us to take,” she told the New Yorker. 
“It’s brazen. But when you’re dealing with young people, you have to think creatively. If we’re not 
getting their attention, we’re not doing our job.” 

To that end, the Centre has also released a cheeky video explaining the dangers of “sextortion” and 
how naked mole rats can help. 

Arnason said the naked mole rat campaign is meant to be prevention, not an intervention. 

“We hope we see a decline in reports as a result,” she told HuffPost. 

The truth is stranger than fiction. Step into the world of weird news. Learn more 

Copyright © 2017 TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. "The Huffington Post" is a registered trademark of 
TheHuffingtonPost.com, Inc. All rights reserved. Part of HuffPost • HPMG News 
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Nazi super-cows and defamed Gods: 7 strange and forgotten 
moments in history 

Tuesday 2nd August 2016 historyextra.COITI 


■History History is full of weird and wonderful happenings. But, argues Jem Duducu, 
wwmzine often the most intriguing tales are forgotten and fall away into obscurity. In 
his book, Forgotten History, Jem shines a light on some of the wonderfully strange and overlooked 
moments in history. Here, he rounds up seven of his favourites... 


The problem with historical non-fiction is that topics get trotted out again and again. Ever since I was 
a small boy I have loved history and I devoured it until I felt I knew enough about these key topics. I 
then wanted new stories; I wanted to be surprised again by real tales from the past. So I started a 
journey into the more obscure eras and moments of history. I discovered many fascinating people 
and events that never got the same level of interest as the Late Roman Republic or the First World 
War. 


I wanted to share my love of these forgotten moments with others. So I put these more obscure 
facts on a Facebook page @HistoryGems and Twitter too. Eventually, the years of collecting the 
weird and wonderful evolved into a book, and I now share with you some of my favourite obscure 
historical facts from Forgotten History... 


1) The god Ba’al wasn’t so bad 

The most mentioned god in the Bible after, well, God is Ba’al (the lord), who gets numerous 
mentions in the Book of Kings [two books of the Hebrew Bible or the Protestant Old Testament] and 
the Book of Judges [the seventh book of the Hebrew Bible and the Christian Bible]. 

There’s plenty of archaeological evidence to show that Ba’al had a widespread following around the 
southern Mediterranean and the Near East in the first millennium BC. He was so popular with both 
Semitic and non-Semitic communities that early monotheistic Jews saw him as an obvious threat, 
thus every time he or his priests are mentioned in the Bible, it’s in a negative context. After all, 
you’re not going to put the competition in a positive light, are you? 

This theme is echoed in the Qur’an, which also mentions Elijah (Elias) arguing with the priests of 
Ba’al. The name is distorted into Beelzebub, meaning ‘lord of the flies’, a slightly obscure name for 
the devil. This was picked up by 19th- century occultists, and Beelzebub became frequently referred 
to as the true name of the devil or as having other nefarious or black-magic connotations. 

This is downright libellous for a god once associated with nothing more sinister than the weather. 
Ba’al was mainly associated with rain and storms, and while storms may have been considered bad 
news, rain in the arid Middle East was much needed. Ba'al, then, was not a deity of any particular 
notoriety; he was merely part of the pantheon of the many gods that existed in that part of the world 
at that time. 

Indeed, Ba’al was not among the mightiest of the gods, and his followers were certainly not devil 
worshippers. In fact, all the existing iconography of Ba’al shows him in a benevolent god-like state, 
not as a source of wickedness. However, the cult gradually died out, and today there’s nobody left to 
defend him. Thanks to his legacy in Jewish, Christian and Muslim communities, he is remembered 
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as an ancient evil, best forgotten. Poor old Ba’al. 


2) The Hagia Sophia is the most important building in the world 

In the early sixth century, Emperor Justinian [Justinian I, aka Justinian the Great] ordered the 
construction of a new Hagia Sophia to be built on the ruins of an older, smaller structure. What rose 
out of the ground in Constantinople was the largest ancient dome ever built; a structure that wasn’t 
to be matched for nearly a millennium. 

For nearly 1,000 years this was the world’s largest church - a record that’s still unbeaten. The 
church is also the pinnacle of late antiquity architecture and a sign that the early Byzantine Empire 
was every bit the match of the fallen Western Roman one. 

It is said that the reason Russia is Orthodox Christian, rather than Catholic Christian, is that the 
envoys sent from the Rus' capital of Kiev said that when they walked into the church, it was as if 
they were walking into heaven itself. Had Hagia Sophia been smaller, Rome might well have 
swayed this potential eastern ally. 

In 1054, in the Hagia Sophia, papal legates excommunicated the entire Eastern Orthodox Church, 
which resulted in the ‘Great Schism’ - a fracturing of the two largest church groups, which continues 
today (more on that later). Then, in 1453, Constantinople was defeated by the Ottoman Sultan 
Mehmet II, and this great church was turned into a great mosque. 

Indeed, to the modern eye Hagia Sophia looks like a mosque. Prior to 1453 there had been some 
mosques with domes, but most ancient mosques only had open courtyards (there was no need for a 
roof to keep out the rain in Saudi Arabia). But after the conquest, this beautiful structure heavily 
influenced architecture throughout the Islamic world, so mosques were made to look like an ancient 
church, not the other way around. 

When the Ottoman architect Sinan recognised that the building needed additional support, he built 
buttresses. Without this extra support, the building would not be standing today. Following its 
illustrious history as a church, Hagia Sophia was, for more than 450 years, one of the largest and 
most venerable mosques in the Islamic world. After Ataturk came to power in Turkey in the 1920s, 
the structure became a museum, and quite fittingly it remains so to this day. 

This one impressive structure has been home to two major religions and has influenced architecture 
in countless countries. The Hagia Sophia is, I would argue, the most important building in history. 

3) The humble 0 was banned for centuries 

Please count aloud the first ten numbers in the number line. Done it? Did you just count 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10? In which case, your count was wrong. 0 is the first positive number, and it’s an 
oddity as numbers go. For example, if you look at a calculator, you’ll see it starts at 0, but it’s set on 
its own relative to other numbers grouped above it. Look at a keyboard, however, and you’ll see that 
starts with 1; 0 is at the other end after 9, which is not where it should be. No other number is 
treated so ambivalently as 0, and there’s a reason for this. 

Roman numerals work for lower numbers but become increasingly unwieldy the higher the count. 
For example, MCMLXXIII is the Roman for 1973. Which would you rather write? To make things 
even more complicated, the Romans had no 0 value. 

http://www.historyextra.com/article/feature/nazi-super-cows-and-defam ed-g<xls-6-strange-and-forgotten-moments-history?utnn_source=facebook&utnn_mediu... 



5/20/2017 Nazi super-cows and defamed Gods: 7 strange and forgotten moments in history | History Extra 

And fast-forward to Christian Europe, 0 is associated with a null point or void. The void is where the 
devil (supposedly) lurks; you can’t have a demonic value, so the humble 0 was banned for 
centuries. It’s also why our calendar is wrong. You can’t have Jesus born in a year 0, so he was 
born in year 1, and the year before was 1 BC (ignoring completely any need for a year 0). 

0 originated from India and came to Europe via Islamic scholars, and all of our numbers are based 
on Arabic numerals, not Roman ones. Don’t believe me? Look at an Arabic clock and you can see 
the similarities, although their 0 is more of a dot, and 5, to the European eye, looks more like a 0 
than anything else. The point is that repeating values, based on a decimal system, come from the 
Middle East, not the Romans. The fact that the 0 arrived so late in the numbers game explains why 
we have so many different names for it. We only have one name for the 1; it’s one. 2 is two. 

However, 0 can be zero; nought or, in football, nil. 

4) Alfred the Great shouldn’t have been king 

The problem with history is that we look at it the wrong way round. It seems obvious to us that 
certain events were inevitable, and that’s because the human brain works to find a pattern, even 
when there isn’t one. A great example of that is Alfred the Great, King of Wessex, grandfather to the 
first king of England... who started life very low down the pecking order. 

Alfred was the youngest child of King /Ethelwulf of Wessex. In order to become king, he first had to 
get past this lot: 

/Ethelstan, King of Kent 
/Ethelswith, Queen of Mercia 
/Ethelbald, King of Wessex 
/Ethelberht, King of Wessex 
/Ethelred, King of Wessex 

...before we finally come to Alfred, King of Wessex. 

As you can see, Alfred was so far down the line of succession that he didn't even have the ‘/Ethel’ 
bit in his name. That’s important because /Ethel is a regal prefix meaning “noble” (but it is 
sometimes translated as ‘elf’). It wasn’t that /Ethelwulf disliked his youngest son; it’s because there 
was no expectation that Alfred would ever be king. 

However, as the years rolled by a few of Alfred’s brothers died, some in suspicious circumstances, 
and Alfred began to rise up the pecking order. To be clear, the culprits of the murky deaths are 
unknown. It could be that the brothers were getting rid of each other while Alfred remained bottom of 
the heap, no threat to anyone - or Alfred could have been the Anglo-Saxon version of a serial killer. 
We just don’t know. The arrival of a massive Viking army in 865 resulted in the deaths of large 
swathes of Anglo-Saxon nobility, and the house of Wessex also had its fair share of young men who 
fell to Viking axes. 

Eventually Alfred became a co-ruler with his older brother /Ethelred (the first; it was the second 
/Ethelred, born more than a century later, who was the famous ‘unready’ one). When he died, Alfred 
was left to rule on his own, and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Had power politics gone a different way, or had the Vikings chosen to attack mainland Europe rather 
than England, Alfred would probably have been nothing more than a forgotten Anglo-Saxon 
aristocrat. Instead, he is the only English monarch to have ‘the Great’ in his title. 
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5) The biggest loser in history was Ala ad-Din Muhammed II Shah of the Khwarazmian 
Empire 

Who? What? Where’s that? Bear with me, this is a good story. 

In the early 13th century, the Khwarazmian empire was spread over most of central Asia. Parts of 
Georgia, most of Iran, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan - among others - were all included in this vast 
and powerful empire, which at the time was the largest Muslim empire in the world. It was about the 
same size as western Europe. Its ruler was the hugely powerful and tremendously pampered Ala 
ad-Din. His fawning followers described him as the new Alexander the Great, and he believed the 
hype. 

The spanner in his works was his neighbour, the not exactly mild-mannered Genghis Khan. Genghis 
had a simple rule: if the enemy capitulated unconditionally, it could expect mercy as long it did as 
told. Any resistance would result in total war, with killing, pillaging and destruction on an 
unimaginable scale. Ala ad-Din ignored his bellicose neighbour and continued to enjoy the 
pleasures of his palace. 

But then Ala ad-Din murdered the Mongol emissaries sent by Genghis as an act of defiance. After 
all, was the emperor not the new Alexander and an awe-inspiring leader? Well, no, but he was now 
the first ruler to renege on a deal with a man who was possibly the most volatile in history. 

In 1219, Genghis sent an army of at least 100,000 (the whole of western Europe at this time would 
have had difficulty scraping together an army of that size) and descended on the Khwarazmian 
empire like the hounds of hell. When the city of Urgench had the audacity to hold out against the 
Mongols, they were eventually punished with one of the worst massacres in human history. And all 
because their leader thought he was a greater man than he was. 

One after another, the cities of the empire fell to the Mongols. Ala ad-Din found out the hard way 
that he was no Alexander the Great, and spent the last few months of his life being chased across 
Asia by Mongol scouts. They never quite caught him, but the once-great shah died a broken man on 
an island in the Caspian Sea. His only remaining possession was his cloak, which he was buried in 
by his handful of followers. 

Ala ad-Din went from being one of the richest, most powerful men on the planet to a deposed and 
destitute ruler, who saw his empire go up in flames: in the modern parlance, a total loser. The 
Mongols did their best to erase him (and his empire) from history, which is why there are no 
surviving images and why you’ve probably never heard of him. 

And the moral of Ala ad-Din’s story? Don’t do anything stupid. Specifically, don’t do anything to 
provoke a blood-thirsty neighbour. Oh, yes - and never, ever believe your own hype. 

6) The battle of Portland: the decisive victory that both sides won 

It was 1653 and Cromwell ruled England (and the Commonwealth). After the civil war, England 
continued to press towards becoming a maritime superpower and was increasing its dominance of 
trade routes. However, England’s ambitions threatened the Dutch, the maritime power that had most 
to lose from this plan, and the result was the First Anglo-Dutch War (there were four of them, the 
last ending in the 1780s; more on this later). 
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As might be expected, there were numerous sea battles all over the Atlantic and the North Sea. The 
Dutch were, at this time, the larger naval power and, in 1652, began dominating the English 
Channel. This meant that as well as invasion, Cromwell faced the strangulation of England’s 
communications with its overseas territories. So the English fleet, under Admiral Robert Blake, 
confronted the experienced Dutch Admiral Maarten Tromp with roughly identically sized fleets in the 
English Channel at Portland. 

The battle lasted three days. The English planned to disperse the Dutch fleet, but as the battle wore 
on the English failed each day to break up the Dutch formation. 

By the evening of the third day, Tromp knew that his fleet had, at best, half-an-hour’s ammunition 
left for fighting on the fourth day, so Tromp and his fleet sailed away. Blake had cleared the English 
Channel of enemy vessels and, shortly after that, captured five Dutch warships and around 30 
Dutch merchant ships. 

Tromp claimed victory because he was undefeated, and his lines had held against successive 
English attacks. Blake also claimed victory because he had cleared the area of enemy vessels and 
came home with a large number of Dutch ships. Both are valid points of view. 

That said, it was a major English victory, and the Dutch never again (during this war) threatened the 
English coastline as they had done at Portland. This major naval win resulted in an English victory in 
the war, even though the Dutch didn’t see it that way. The result was clear and spoke for itself. 

7) The story of the Nazi super-cows 

This may sound like an internet hoax, but it isn’t. In January 2015, Devon farmer Derek Gow had to 
put down seven of his rare breed Heck cows. The reason for this? The cows were so aggressive 
that they had tried, on multiple occasions, to attack him and his farm hands. Heck cows are a breed 
with large horns, so attacks could lead to very serious injuries. Farmer Gow shouldn’t have been 
surprised by their violent temperament, however, because the Heck cow was the result of Nazi 
breeding experiments. 

It is a well-known fact that Hitler and Himmler were obsessed with the Aryan history of Europe, and 
when they couldn’t find it, they made it up. Archaeological finds were faked or the wrong information 
was assigned to innocent artefacts in order to support the idea of a pre-Christian nirvana in northern 
Europe. 

Well-respected archaeologists of the day were co-opted to look for pagan Germanic ancestors. 
Some of the research and conclusions were legitimate, but when the facts didn’t match the fantasy, 
they were discarded in favour of Aryan propaganda. 

All of these were attempts to get back Europe’s ‘true’ roots, which included looking at bloodlines and 
lineage. Nowadays we would call this looking at the human genome or DNA, but DNA was unknown 
in its importance to genetic inheritance in the 1930s. There is footage of Nazi researchers in places 
as far afield as Tibet taking head, nose and eye measurements, looking for ‘racially pure’ subjects. 

Prior to the 1940s, experiments on humans were limited, but experiments on livestock were not. 
Animal husbandry was then (and still is) a standard way of creating new breeds of animals for 
various purposes. The Nazis wanted to selectively breed cows to get them back to an early form, 
and the Heck cow was a result of this programme. They were specially bred by German brothers 
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Heinz and Lutz Heck, both zoologists, to simulate what - according to Nazi theories - a ‘racially 
pure’ cow would have looked like. 

In particular, the Nazis wanted to recreate the long-extinct auroch (a kind of ancient bovine species), 
but as they also wanted the cows to be aggressive, part of the managed breeding programme 
involved the use of Spanish fighting bulls. So, the Heck cow is a kind of Nazi super-cow. 

Jem Duducu is the author of Forgotten History: Unbelievable Moments From the Past 
(Amberley Publishing, 2016). 
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Welcome, all to THE PARANORMAL 
CHRONICLES cryptid round up. We 
have scoured the news to find intriguing 
and compelling creature sightings from 
around the world. If you have a cryptid 
sighting then please contact us at 
paranormalchronicles@aol.com or 
follow us and message us on 
Facebook at The Paranormal 
Chronicles. 


PLEASE NOTE: The Paranormal 
Chronicles declines offers to 
monetize our website as we do 
not wish to risk our viewers 
viewing pleasure with pop ups, malware, virus’s and 
spam. So instead we promote independent products 
produced by people with a passion for the 
paranormal. So please do feel free to support them. 
This weeks news report is sponsored by the 
bestselling true haunting A most haunted house by G 
L Davies. Read now the book that URI GELLAR said 
“/ was riveted to every page, I hope the book will be 
made into a movie some day.” Available now on 
Kindle, in Paperback and on Audible. Click now to 
join as thousands already have this chilling best 
selling true account. 
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MOSCOW, Idaho (AP) — A northern Idaho 
woman told police she crashed into a deer 
because she was distracted by a sasquatch 
in her rearview mirror. 

The Moscow-Pullman Daily News reports 
that the 50-year-old woman was driving 
south on U.S. Highway 95 on Wednesday 
when she struck a deer near Potlatch. 

The woman told Benewah County sheriff’s 
officials that she saw a sasquatch chasing a 
deer on the side of the road while driving. 
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She says she checked one of her mirrors to get a second look at the beast and when she looked up, the deer 
ran in front of her. 

Sheriff’s officials marked the incident as a vehicle versus deer collision but did not report any evidence of 
Bigfoot. 


Are sea monsters real? Loch 
Ness monster-like creature 
filmed emerging from water 

http://www.express.co.uk By 
JON AUSTIN PUBLISHED: 
15:15, Tue, May 30,2017 

VIEWERS of a video showing a 
large “Loch Ness Monster-like” 
creature moving in water have 
questioned if it proves sea 
monsters are real.In the 
remarkable footage, said to 
have been filmed at a lake in 
China, a black shape can be 
seen surfacing through the waves. 

The shocked onlookers claimed it was about 
16 to 19 feet (five to six metres) in length, as 
it did not completely come out of the water 
and all of it could not be seen. In the video, 
swimmers in the lake are heard to gasp as it 
seems to rear its head. 

Commentators have said it resembles the 
mythical Loch Ness Monster, but this was 
filmed thousands of miles away from 
Scotland at the Mount Lu Xihai Resort in 
Jiujiang City. 

The video has been seen by more than five million people on social media. But, one wildlife expert said it was 
likely to be a Chinese sturgeon - a critically endangered fish that can grow up to 16.4 feet. 

He suggested it had escaped the Luoping Sturgeon Farm which he said had operated for eight years - more 
than enough time for the specimen to grow to the length of the mystery creature. 

Strange creature washes up on Indonesian shore 

THE ASIAN AGE 

Marine scientists who flocked the place suspected it could be a giant squid or a sperm whale.Mysterious objects 
and creatures always pique of people and make them curious to know what it is and are not at rest till they do 
so. Recently, a big mysterious creature was washed ashore in Indonesia and people can’t really understand 
what it is. 

According to a media report, the dead remains of the animal washed up on Hulung beach in Indonesia was 
clearly not a commonly spotted whale. A local, Asrul Tuanakota first spotted the creature on the shore but it 
eventually attracted a lot more people. The 15-metre long creature weighing approximately about 35 tonnes 
floating in the water also ended up making it red and also a public spectacle. 

Marine scientists who flocked the place suspected it could be a giant squid or a sperm whale but several reports 
say otherwise. However, a Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum officer said that the carcass is mostly that 
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After months without a sighting, the 
Loch Ness monster appears to be back 
and ready to be found. For eight 
months there were no reports of the 
mysterious creature in 
the Scottish lake, 
prompting concerns the 
infamous ‘monster’ was 
dead. 


But like buses, two have 
now come at once, as 
within days, two tourists 
have take videos of a 
creature that could be 
Nessie. 


The creature 
appears to have a head and 
neck popping out of the water 
as it passes a boat 


of a Baleen whale but the reports are 
yet unconfirmed. 


Is Nessie back? ‘Loch Ness monster’ 
is spotted swimming through a 
tranquil lake... but a nearby sailor 
doesn’t even notice 


http://www.dailymail.co.uk By 
REBECCA TAYLOR FOR MAILONLINE 


This video shows what looks like a head 
and a long neck poking out of the 
tranquil water in the Scottish loch. It was 
spotted by Rob Jones, 35, from North 
Wales, who uploaded the video to 
YouTube to find out if anyone knew what 
it was. 


He asked: ‘What the h*** was it? Did 
anyone else see it?’ 


Speaking to the Scotsman, he said: ‘I saw it quite far across the Loch near the castle, but by the time I stopped 
the van, It was very close and other people stopped to take photos too. Sadly I don’t believe in monsters, but 
would love to know what it was.’ 


On May 2, a tourist took a picture of what she believed to be Nessie, the first recorded sighting since August last 
year.Hayley Johnson, from Manchester, noticed a strange and dark shape at dusk in Urquhart Bay, near 
Inverness, Scotland. 

It delighted Gary Campbell, Nessie’s official sighting recorder, who had become concerned after a spell without 
a spotting. With Rob’s video being taken on May 7, it makes two sightings in five days.But viewers on YouTube 
were more sceptical of what they’d seen. 

One wrote: ‘Just a piece of wood or something. It doesn’t move in any way even when a boat is right next to it.’ 
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Another added: The guy on the boat 
was closest and had the best view and 
ignored it completely, so we can assume 
he could tell what it really was and 
ignored it.’ 

Big Foot scare has villagers hiding 
indoors after dark 

FMT Reporters | May 15, 2017 

Reports of two six-foot monkey-like 
creatures calling out to villagers in 
Bachok, Kelantan, has left them in a 
state of utter panic. 




tiHOST SIX 


PETALING JAYA: The 
myth of Big Foot lives on 
- at least for folks in a 
village in Bachok, 
Kelantan, who fear two 
larger-than-life 
mammals are terrorising 
them nightly with their 
evil ways. According to 
The Star Online that 
quoted an article in Sinar Harian, most of 
the villagers now scurry home as dark 
descends upon them and stay indoors all 
night for fear that the two Big Foot will 
harm them. 


Some have said the creatures have been 
heard calling out the names of villagers, 
and those who unknowingly respond 
have battled inexplicable fevers for weeks 
on end. 


News of the two Big Foot spread like 
wildfire when a villager, Zubaidah 
Abdullah, 50, claimed to dream frequently 
of two six-foot monkey-like creatures who emerged from a big tree behind her mother’s house. 


GHOST SEX 


Click here to read a taster of 
GHOST SEX; 13 SHADES by Gladys Truman 
CAUTION: THIS PAGE CONTAINS ADULT MATERAL 


“I was shocked that I could communicate with them. Sometimes I felt like they were sleeping next to me,” the 
news report quoted her as saying. 


Zubaidah also said the only way to scare them off was by reciting religious verses. She said her siblings were 
also tormented by the same nightmares.The services of a spiritual healer have now been sought to restore calm 
to the troubled village. 


Thank you for reading. There are a vast array of articles and features on this website for paranormal 
enthusiasts so delve deep and explore. Follow us on Facebook as 34,500 already have so you never 
miss an article, report orTPCN video. 


Be a part of The Paranormal Chronicles Universe and visit regularly, share your opinions and ideas. 
Together we explore the unknown... 

Do you believe in Ghosts? 
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If you enjoy accounts of the Paranormal then why not read 
the #1 Bestselling novel and audio book A most haunted 
house by G. L Davies. A most haunted House is based on 
a true and terrifying account of a prolific and aggressive 
haunting in the small Welsh Town of Haverfordwest in 
West Wales. Seen as controversial and sparking debate 
between sceptics and believers alike due to the ferocity 
and intensity of the haunting, A Most Haunted House is 
the eye witness account of a young couple fighting to keep 
their new home and each other as an entity tears their 
world apart. It’s free to Borrow through Amazon Prime and 
is also available in paperback and Kindle or listen to 
on AUDIBLE. 

Read now the book that Uri Geller said ” “G L Davies has 
written an amazing account of what seems to be a real haunted house! I was riveted to every page, I hope the 
book will be made into a movie some day” 

With over 50,000 copies read will you join the investigation? 



Dare you read? Dare you click on the book cover below? 



A MOST 

HAUNTED HOUSE 

G L Davies 


AUDIBLE. 

Information 

This entry was posted on June 4, 2017 by The Paranormal chronicles in Cryptids, 
Paranormal, Paranormal Chronicles and tagged A most haunted house, BIGFOOT, 
books, cryptid, monsters, mystery, Myths, paranormal, sasquatch, Science, 
unexplained. 

Shortlink 

http://wp.me/p43eJ5-52r 


G L Davies has written an amazing account of what seems 
to he a real haunted house! / was riveted to every page. 

I hope the tnmk will be made into a movie some day. 

UR! GELLER 


AMHH URI 


Have you read? 
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New Findings on '34 Ship Disaster 

By LEO H. CARNEY 

Published: November 6, 1988 nytilTieS.COm 


<£l)f jNrfct Jlork(times New Findings on '34 Ship Disaster 

MANCHESTER — AN aspiring author who has obtained numerous Federal records on the Morro 
Castle, the passenger ship that burned off the coast of New Jersey in 1934 and came to rest on the 
beach in Asbury Park, says that his new account of the disaster will change how it is viewed by 
history. 

The Morro Castle fire took 134 lives. The ship's officers and an official of the Ward Line of New York, 
the ship's owner, were convicted of willful negligence in a Federal court in New York, but their 
convictions were overturned by a Federal appeals court. 

In several published accounts of the disaster that have appeared in the last 54 years, arson was 
given as the cause of the fire. Most authors of those accounts have speculated that the fire was set 
to cover up the murder of the ship's captain, Robert Wilmott, who died several hours before the 
blaze started. 

"Wilmott absolutely was not murdered," said Robert J. McDonnell, the author of the new account, 
"but the fire was arson." Suit Filed Against Agencies 

Mr. McDonnell, who has filed suit against Federal agencies over their refusal to release some 
classified records of the case, said his research pointed to a "cover-up" of the disaster by the Ward 
Line and the Federal Government. The Navy and Justice Departments have yet to respond to the 
suit. 

He said that in his research, he had found that the steamship company was in financial trouble and 
had hired a radioman, George White Rogers, to set the fire so it could collect several million dollars 
in insurance money on the Morro Castle. 

Mr. McDonnell further asserts that Federal investigators had strong evidence of arson and knew all 
along that Mr. Rogers had set the fire. He said the Government concealed the truth because Mr. 
Rogers was a Federal informant and because the Ward Line had lucrative Federal mail contracts 
and was secretly shipping arms to Cuban rebels. 

Mr. McDonnell began compiling the once-classified and often still censored files of the Navy and 
Justice Departments four years ago. He was researching a 50th-anniversary article on the Morro 
Castle for a local newspaper. 

In recent interviews, Mr. McDonnell said the extreme difficulty he had in receiving pertinent and 
uncensored files on the disaster "piqued my interest" and led to a suit against the Federal agencies 
under the Federal Freedom of Information Act. 

Mr. McDonnell filed the suit in Federal District Court in Newark in August. An initial hearing of the 
suit is scheduled for Nov. 15. He is seeking a small number of files still being held or expurgated by 
the Federal Government, or ones that he says are "illegible." 
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Nevertheless, Mr. McDonnell said, he and his co-writer, Frederick K. Rasmussen, a reporter for The 
Baltimore Sun, have enough documented evidence to complete a fresh account of the disaster by 
the spring. He said he was introduced to Mr. Rasmussen a couple of years ago when they both 
sought some facts on the Morro Castle from the Baltimore Steamship Historical Society. 

"We are going to publish with or without the information we've asked for in the suit," Mr. McDonnell 
said, "but so much of the history written on the Morro Castle is inaccurate that we want to free up all 
the records to get out as much of the truth as we can." 

John S. Mencer, a supervisory special agent in the Federal Bureau of Investigation's freedom of 
information section in Washington, said in a telephone interview that deletions of names and other 
information in the files turned over to Mr. McDonnell were made "because we had not determined 
that the people's right to privacy had been diminished, either because they were informants or 
because they were still alive." Would Ask for Review 

Mr. Mencer said, however, that he appreciated the potential historical significance of Mr. 

McDonnell's work and that he would ask the Justice Department's legal counsel division to review 
the censored names "to see if it is possible that we can release everything for historical reasons." 

"We'll go through the files again to see if there's anything we overlooked," Mr. Mencer said, adding 
that it was possible to settle the matter without going into litigation. 

Representative H. James Saxton, Republican of Southampton, who has assisted Mr. McDonnell in 
obtaining the Federal records in the last two years, said he hoped the suit would lead to release of 
the rest of the records "if the records do not endanger national security or anything of similar 
importance." 

Mr. McDonnell, 42 years old, is a supervisor at Bell Laboratories in Holmdel, the Ocean County 
community where he lives with his wife, Elaine, and their four children. 

He said he became fascinated with the ship disaster as a boy while spending summers near Asbury 
Park. In 1959, he said, he read "Fire at Sea," an account of the disaster by Thomas Gallagher. 

His fascination turned to anger in 1984, he said, when his first requests to the Federal Government 
for documents pertaining to the disaster were met with slow and contradictory responses or with 
documents that were illegible or expurgated. 

"We are obsessed at this point," Mr. McDonnell said. "Why are we obsessed? Because we have 
known that we are on to something and that we have been lied to." 

Richard L. Huff, co-director of the Justice Department's Office of Information and Privacy, declined 
to comment specifically on any of Mr. McDonnell's assertions because of the litigation. 

He said, however, that rejections of appeals, like those made in the Morro Castle matter, occurred in 
70 percent of all appeals to the office. There were about 2,100 appeals made last year, he said. 
Testimony and Interviews 

Mr. McDonnell said that some 1,100 pages of testimony, confidential Government memorandums 
and reports and medical records obtained from the Navy and Justice Departments, as well as 
interviews with survivors and others associated with the incident, showed the following: 
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* Captain Wilmott was not murdered. Two toxicological studies conducted by the F.B.I., but not 
made public until now, show no proof of poisoning but say that the ship doctor's stated cause of 
death, "acute indigestion and heart attack," was correct. 

* The fire, which was reported at 2:45 P.M., was not set to conceal the captain's murder, but was 
arson. The fire was set by Mr. Rogers of Bayonne, the ship's chief radio operator. 

* Immediately after the fire, Mr. Rogers, who had a long official record of criminality and mental 
illness, was suspected by the F.B.I. and other agencies of setting the blaze. The Justice Department 
and the Department of Commerce, however, never revealed the files they had gathered on him, nor 
was he indicted. 

The reason Mr. Rogers was held blameless and was "protected" by the Government, Mr. McDonnell 
said, was that he was a "saboteur" hired by the steamship line to destroy the ship as part of an 
"insurance fraud." 

Acting Capt. William Warms, who took charge after Captain Wilmott was pronounced dead, was 
convicted of willful negligence, including his failure to promptly send distress signals and to properly 
protect lives and fight the fire. Also convicted of willful negligence were Chief Engineer Eban Abbot, 
who failed to instruct the crew on how to prepare for or handle the fire, and Henry E. Cabaud, the 
vice president of the Ward Line. In 1937 a Federal appeals court set aside the convictions. Mr. 
McDonnell said he had evidence showing that Mr. Rogers was under suspicion by the F.B.I. as early 
as Sept. 14, six days after the tragedy. The agency did an extensive investigation of Mr. Rogers, he 
said. However, the major investigation found in its summary that arson was not a possibility because 
"nothing definite was revealed" in the hearings. 

Mr. McDonnell added that his research led to memorandums showing that the F.B.I. presented 
ample evidence to the United States Attorney's office in New York indicating that Mr. Rogers should 
be prosecuted in 1939, but he was not. 

Mr. McDonnell said his research and published accounts showed that Mr. Rogers, who by 1936 had 
become a radio repairman in the Bayonne Police Department, had confided in a Lieut. Vincent 
Doyle that he, Mr. Rogers had set the fire, using a time-delayed exploding fountain pen that had 
been placed in a locker of the ship's writing room. 

However, Mr. McDonnell said, after Captain Warms and Mr. Abbot were found not guilty on appeal 
in 1937, Mr. Rogers regretted his openness with Lieutenant Doyle and sent him a package that 
exploded, almost killing him. 

Mr. Rogers was charged with the attempted murder of Lieutenant Doyle, was convicted and 
sentenced in 1938 to 12 to 20 years in Trenton State Prison, a sentence that was commuted in 
1942 so that Mr. Rogers could serve as a radioman on a supply ship during the war. 

After the war, Mr. Rogers was, according to Mr. McDonnell and published accounts, convicted in 
1953 of murdering his elderly neighbor, William Hummel, and the neighbor's daughter, Edith. He 
was sentenced to life imprisonment and died of a brain hemorrhage in Trenton State Prison in 1958. 

Mr. McDonnell said that among the uncensored files he has obtained were Mr. Rogers's complete 
medical records, which were held by the Navy. They show that Mr. Rogers's history of criminality 
and mental instability was known to investigators and to the Ward Line before and after the ship fire. 
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Mr. McDonnell said that information gave credence to the idea that Mr. Rogers had been hired by 
the Ward Line as a saboteur. 

Mr. Mencer of the F.B.I. said he did not know precisely why Mr. Rogers's name had been blacked 
out in almost all the documents the Justice Department had released to Mr. McDonnell. He 
acknowledged that the B7-D notation in the margins of the censored documents, next to where Mr. 
Rogers's name should appear, indicated the "informant privilege" protected by the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

"One can make an assumption that Rogers was an informant," Mr. Mencer said, adding that the 
department was not obliged under the law to confirm or deny such information even if it were 
revealed from the bureau's own original files. 

Photo of Robert J. McDonnell with artifacts from the Morro Castle (NYT/Stephen Castagneto) 

• © 2017 The New York Times Company 
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The Newmarket Murder. 


murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century American 
murders. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 


Around 1:00 am, the morning of February 26, 1867, Israel Coriell, of Newmarket, 
New Jersey, was awakened by frantic knocking on his front door. It was Bridget 
Durgan, servant girl of his cousin, Dr. Lester Wallace Coriell, carrying the doctor’s 
two-year-old daughter. Nearly hysterical, Bridget told him that burglars were 
ransacking the house, the doctor was out on a call, and she feared that his wife, 
Mary Ellen, was being murdered. Coriell sent her to awaken his neighbor, Rev. 
William Little, while he went to Main Street and rang a large bell as a signal of 
general alarm. Reverend Little and two other men followed Bridget back to Dr. 
Coriell’s house. 

They found the house filled with smoke and traced the source to a smoldering fire 
in one of the bedrooms. When they doused the fire and brought some light into 
the room, the men were shocked by what they found. There were signs of a 
fearful struggle; clothing was strewn in ragged heaps, and feathers torn from the 
pillows lay on the floor, all stained and matted with blood and gore. A broken chair 
was splintered and covered with blood. The body of Mary Ellen Coriell lay in the middle of the floor covered from 
forehead to breast with hideous gashes, her jugular vein had been torn out, and the deep imprint of four teeth 
was visible on her neck. It was later determined that she had been stabbed twenty-three times. 

When the excitement had died down the men questioned Bridget Durgan on the night’s events. She told them 
two men had called at around 8:30 looking for the doctor and they were told that he was visiting a patient. Two 
hours later they returned, and Mrs. Coriell let them in. Soon after, she heard Mrs. Coriell scream then she called 
to Bridget telling her to take the child and go for the doctor. Bridget picked up the baby and hurried to Israel 
Coriell’s house. 

The information was telegraphed to police departments in New Jersey and New York. The next day as 
detectives looked for the murderer a coroner’s jury was empaneled and began examining witnesses. The knife 
used in the murder was found in the privy; it had come from the Coriell’s kitchen. Bridget Durgan testified that 
she knew two men, Barney Doyle and John Hunt, who had had a grudge against Dr. Coriell over the treatment 
he had given family members. Doyle and Hunt were brought into court, and Bridget identified them as the men 
who had come to the house the night before. But both men had alibis and witnesses to back them up. 

Then Bridget told the court that a servant girl named Anne Linnen had perpetrated the deed, planning to rob the 
house. She took the butcher knife and went into the sitting room where Mrs. Cariell was sleeping and remarked: 
“An American woman’s life ain’t worth anything anyhow.” Anne Linnen had an airtight as well. 
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Dr. Coriell testified that his wife had been dissatisfied with Bridget’s work, and she was to have left on February 
22, but she had taken sick, and the Coriells let her stay until she regained her health. Another witness testified 
that she had seen Bridget changing her clothes in the yard shortly after the murder. The teeth marks on the 
victim’s neck were compared to Bridget’s and were found to correspond exactly. 

When it became clear to Bridget that she was now the prime suspect in the murder she sprang up, striking the 
table with her fist and crying out, “Who’ll dare swear I did the murder? You’ve all questioned me and think I did 
it. What else do you want to know? I know how did it, but I won’t tell you.” The coroner’s jury deliberated for 
fifteen minutes then charged Bridget Durgan with the willful murder of Mary Ellen Coriell. 

Bridget Durgan was a stout Irish girl who had been in America for two years and had worked for the Coriell 
family for four months. Her features were plain and unexpressive and she had drooping eyelids giving her face 
a somewhat evil look. The newspapers were not sure what to make of her; the New York Herald said, “Her 
manner throughout the inquest yesterday betokened that she was either a cunning evil doer, hiding her moral 
ugliness under a simulated appearance of a half idiot, or a half witted creature in the full sense of the word.” 

The case went to trial on May 20, amid much public interest. The courtroom was filled to capacity and may 
spectators were turned away due to lack of space. The trial lasted eleven days, and more than 70 witnesses 
testified, but there was very little information that was not included in the inquest. Bridget contended that the 
murder was committed by the two men who came to the house earlier in the evening and her attorney asserted 
that nothing in the testimony contradicted this. Further, he claimed that it would have been impossible for 
Bridget to have committed the deed without being drenched with blood. The prosecution presented a compelling 
case of circumstantial evidence, giving much weight to the marks on the neck but stating, “It was not the single 
link, but the continuous chain of facts which bound the prisoner to the scene through all its bloody details with 
links of iron and hooks of steel.” 


The jury took only twenty minutes to return a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree. When the judge 
sentenced Bridget Durgan to be hanged, many in the gallery applauded. 

The date of the execution was set for August 30, and while awaiting execution in prison, Bridget issued three 
separate confessions. The statements were somewhat contradictory; many believed that she had not acted 
alone and was still protecting someone else. Mary Gilroy who had testified for the defense was a known 
pickpocket who had been a friend of Bridget’s in New York was questioned after the trial and was held as a 
possible accomplice. 

Bridget Durgan’s fourth confession, given the day before her execution, was the mot complete. She said she 
acted alone and that Mary Gilroy was absolutely innocent. The motive, she said, was not robbery as most 
believed, but to remove Mrs. Coriell so that Bridget could take her place as the doctor’s wife. She stated that 
when she heard that the doctor was going away, she put the butcher knife in a convenient place in preparation, 
and she described in gruesome detail how she had committed the murder and set fire to the bed. 

Interest in the execution was intense. On August 30, the 3rd Regiment of the New Jersey Rifle Corps was 
mobilized to surround the courthouse in New Brunswick where the hanging was to take place. The Sheriff of 
Middlesex County, J. Manning Clarkson, had hoped to limit witnesses to 200 people but that number soon 
swelled to 500. New Jersey state law required executions to be private, prohibiting admittance to anyone but the 
sheriff, his deputies and other specified officials so, in compliance with the law, Sheriff Clarkson deputized all 
500 witnesses. 

Bridget was accompanied on the scaffold by two Catholic priests. At fifteen minutes past 10:00, while the priests 
were whispering in her ear, the rope was cut and “after an almost imperceptible quiver, Bridget Durgan was no 
more!” 


Sources: 

“Bridget Durgan,” Daily Evening Telegraph, August 28, 1867. 
“Bridget Durgan.,” New York Herald, August 28, 1867. 
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“The Coriel Murder,” World, June 5, 1867. 

“The Coriell Murder,” Trenton State Gazette, May 22, 1867. 

“The Middlesex Murder Case,” Trenton State Gazette, May 1, 1867. 

“Miscellaneous,” New York Herald, February 27, 1867. 

“Murder at Newmarket, N. J.,” New York Herald, February 27, 1867. 

“Murder in Newmarket, N. J.,” New York Tribune, February 27, 1867. 

“The Newmarket Murder,” Trenton State Gazette, May 23, 1867. 

“The Newmarket Murder,” World, May 31, 1867. 

“The Scaffold,” Daily Evening Telegraph, August 30, 1867. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

1 comments : 

NorthsideRasta says: 

April 30, 2017 at 8:05 PM 

What a barbaric west European immigrant! A demonic heathen unappreciative of being allowed into the 
US. 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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6 Things You Should Not Be Putting Anywhere Near Your 

Vagina huffingtonpost.co.uk 


I HUFFPOSTi 

WOMEN 


Stop right there 

01/06/2017 17:14 

Natasha Hinde Lifestyle writer at HuffPost UK 

For years, women have been force fed society’s rigid beauty standards - and our vaginas are no 
exception. 

Women are led to believe their vaginas should look and smell a certain way, influenced in part by 
pornography and a lack of understanding among men and women when it comes to the female 
anatomy. 

As a result, a number of products or treatments have appeared over the years, promising to make 
us smell like rose petals or “tight and wanted again” (yes, really). 

But sadly, many of these products have little regard for our health and simply feed into low self¬ 
esteem, perpetuating negative body image. 

The latest? Women have been encouraged to buy “wasp nests” to insert into their vaginas to 
“tighten and rejuvenate” them. 

To set the record straight, we’ve rounded up a whole host of things you should not be letting 
anywhere near your vagina (or the surrounding area). 

Put bluntly: you’re perfect as you are, ladies. 

Wasp Nests 

According to Metro, an Etsy seller called ‘HeritageHealthShop’ was selling oak galls, also known as 
wasp nests, for women to use internally to “tighten and rejuvenate” their vaginas. It has since 
removed the listing. 

Oak galls are created when a female wasp inserts her eggs into part of an oak tree. When the wasp 
hatches, the legless grubs begin secreting chemicals that reorganise the oak’s normal growth 
processes - forming an oak gall around it, the Royal Horticultural Society explains. 

The oak galls are then being sold as an all-natural vaginal tightening method (without wasps, of 
course). 

Gynaecologist and prolific blogger Dr Jen Gunter advised people against inserting oak galls into 
their vaginas, as it dries them out (’’which is both medically and sexually undesirable”). 


http://www.hufFingtonpost.co.uk/entry/oak-galls-womb-detox-pearls-and-other-things-you-should-not-put-in-your-vagina_uk_592fe803e4b09ec37c31e6167utnn_s... 1/4 



6/1/2017 


From Wasp Nests To Detox Pearls: 6 Things You Should Not Be Putting Anywhere Near Your Vagina | HufFPost UK 


She explained that drying the vaginal mucosa increases the risk of abrasions during sex, destroys 
the protective mucous layer and could also wreak havoc with the good bacteria in the vagina. In 
addition to causing pain during sex it could also increase the risk of HIV transmission. 

She concluded: “This is a dangerous practice with real potential to harm. Here’s a pro-tip, if 
something burns when you apply it to the vagina it is generally bad for the vagina.” 

Womb Detoxing Pearls 

Last year it emerged that women were buying small herb-filled balls and inserting them into their 
vaginas to detox their wombs. 

The idea of the detox is that you pop the pearls into your vagina after your period has finished. They 
then supposedly cleanse all of the bad stuff away, which women will see in their discharge a few 
days later. 

But a leading sexual health charity urged women not to buy them. 

Bekki Burbidge, head of communications for FPA, told HuffPost UK: “The vagina is very good at 
cleaning itself and using perfumed products can upset the balance of the normal bacteria, rather 
than help. Perfumed products have been linked to bacterial vaginosis, which is the most common 
cause of unusual vaginal discharge, and can also increase the risk of developing thrush. 

“If women are concerned about the smell of discharge or notice a change from their normal 
discharge, it’s important not to try and mask this with products as it could be linked to an infection - 
instead, it’s a good idea to get checked out by a doctor.” 

Douching Products 

Some women opt to manually clean their vaginas by inserting feminine hygiene products into them. 
However a study published in 2015 found that incorrect usage could affect a woman’s hormone 
levels. 

When used internally for “vaginal douching”, these products impact oestrogen, testosterone and 
thyroid hormone levels, researchers warned. 

They urged women to use the products to wash externally (the vulva and labia) rather than internally 
(the vagina), as internal use can expose women to harmful chemicals known as “phthalates”. 

“Douching is not medically required,” said lead author, Ami Zota from George Washington 
University. “A healthy vagina has an effective self-cleaning system.” 

Zota added that doctors generally advise against douching as it can increase a woman’s risk of 
bacterial vaginosis, pelvic inflammatory disease, pregnancy complications and potentially cervical 
cancer. 

Dr Vanessa Mackay, spokesperson for Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
(RCOG), told HuffPost UK: “It’s a myth that the vagina needs extensive cleaning with perfumed 
soaps or feminine hygiene products. 
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“The vagina is designed to clean itself with natural secretions. It contains good bacteria, which are 
there to protect it. If these bacteria are disturbed it can lead to infection, such as bacterial vaginosis 
or thrush, and inflammation.” 

She added: “It’s a good idea to avoid perfumed soaps, gels and antiseptics as these can affect the 
healthy balance of bacteria and pH levels in the vagina and cause irritation. 

“Use plain, unperfumed soaps to wash the area around the vagina (the vulva), not inside it, gently 
every day. During your period, washing more than once a day may be helpful.” 

Tightening Sticks 

Vaginal tightening sticks are made from natural ingredients including oak galls, pearl powder and 
aloe vera. The idea is women insert the sticks into their vaginas to tighten them. 

The infuriating slogan on one producer’s website reads: “Feel tight and wanted again!” 

Other supposed benefits include claims that sticks can “stimulate the body’s natural cleansing 
system and regenerates the vagina’s skin tissue in a totally natural way” and “reduce or completely 
eliminate vaginal discharge”. 

According to Dr Gunter, this is all kinds of wrong. She said, in a similar way to oak galls, the 
chemicals in the sticks dry out the vagina, increasing the transmission of sexually transmitted 
infections and making sex painful for women. 

Perfumed Products And Oils 

Women have also been using natural oils, such as yoni oil, on their vaginas to transform them into 
an “anti fungal, antibacterial and PH balanced environment”. 

But in reality they could be doing more harm than good. 

The oil is warmed in the hands and then rubbed onto the vulva (externally). However some places 
also recommend inserting the oil into the vagina to clear minor infections. And this presents 
problems. 

According to Aly Dilks, sexual health expert at The Women’s Health Clinic, doing this can actually 
cause infections. 

“The vagina’s PH is very specific and it is self-cleaning,” she told HuffPost UK. “Be aware of creams 
and potions as they can cause infections easily. A bit of water and a little soap is all it needs.” 

Vaginal Steaming 

‘V-steam’ became popular back in 2015 when Gwyneth Paltrow recommended it to followers of her 
GOOP lifestyle newsletter. 

Explaining the process she wrote: “You sit on what is essentially a mini-throne, and a combination of 
infrared and mugwort steam cleanses your uterus, et al. It is an energetic release - not just a steam 
douche - that balances female hormone levels.” 

But it turns out vaginal steaming isn’t a good idea. 
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Dr Gunter highlighted the vagina has a very delicate balance, which should not be messed with, 
plus it’s unknown what effect steam could have on the lower reproductive tract. 

“The lactobacilli strains that keep vaginas healthy are very finicky about their environment and 
raising the temperature with steam and whatever infrared nonsense Paltrow means is likely not 
beneficial and is potentially harmful,” she explained. 

"The Huffington Post UK" is provided by AOL (UK) Limited. © 2017 AOL (UK) Limited its affiliates 
and licensors. 
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CAMBRIDGE, N.Y. (NEWS10) - We’re 
sorry to disappoint local ghost hunters 
that a mysterious photo of a little girl in 
Cambridge is not a spirit. 

The blurry photo went viral after being 
passed around on Facebook, many 
people speculating she was a ghost. 

It was the photo that had so many people 
wondering, was this proof that ghosts 
exist? Well, at least in this case, it’s not 
true. 

The image was snapped from a field 
camera late March in Washington 

The property owner didn’t recognize the little girl so she took it to Cambridge-Greenwich Police Chief George 
Bell who says by that time, the photo had spread like wildfire on Facebook. 

The chief says he received calls from national media outlets and emails from psychics and mediums claiming 
they could help the young spirit cross over to the other side. Then came a phone call-from the little girl’s 
grandfather. 

“I don’t want to give a name until we verify it but it’s a local businessman in southern Washington County who 
says around the time frame that this picture was taken that he and his granddaughter were walking a four- 
wheeler path,” Chief Bell said. 

Word gets around in a small town, and we now know the grandfather is Chic Wilson the owner of Willard 
Mountain ski resort in Greenwich. 

“Some people were really hoping this was a ghost story,” Wilson said. “I absolutely do.” 

Chic says he had no idea the photo was causing such a sensation until Tuesday when someone taped a copy of 
the photo to his door. 

Chief Bell says he’s happy to just put the story to rest. 

NEWS10 ABC 
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Harley Tamplin for Metro.co.ukSaturday 29 Apr 2017 4:16 pm 

Demand is high for nuclear blast-proof bunkers (Picture: 
MEGA) 

The tense stand-off between Donald Trump and Kim 
Jong-un is showing no sign of slowing down - and 
some people are getting ready for the terrifying 
prospect of nuclear war. 

Demand for underground bunkers is soaring, according to 
a company that builds them, as people start panicking 
about nuclear Armageddon. 

Ron Hubbard, who owns US company Atlas Survival 
Shelters, said his orders have doubled this month alone. 

Tensions between the US and North Korea are continuing 
missile tests and holding artillery displays. 

But if you’re hoping to survive nuclear war, you’d better have a spare $25,000 (£19,300) lying around, because 
that’s the cost of Atlas’ cheapest model. 



to rise, with the Asian nation’s dictator Kim launching 


Orders are coming in fast (Picture: MEGA) 

Mr Hubbard said: The news tomorrow could be 
the US attacks North Korea. This is the first 
realistic threat I’ve seen. 

‘There’s interest all over the world right now and 
calls to our centre have more than tripled on a 
daily basis over the past few weeks. 

The defence industry is thriving right now 
because of unstable relations between the US and 
North Korea and what Kim Jong-un might be 
capable of - he’s crazy.’ 

The $25,000 bunker can house 1-2 people, 
while a family size shelter for 6-10 people costs between $150,000 (£116,000) and $200,000 (£154,000). 

And if you’re a millionaire planning to start a new underground civilisation while massive bombs and toxic 
chemicals obliterate everyone else, you’re in luck - because there’s also a 117-person shelter that costs a cool 
$1.4 million (£1.1 million). 
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Is the White House haunted? Michelle Obama reports strange things latimes.com 


April 23, 2009 | 4:59 pm 



There have long been many stories about the 
White House being haunted. 

Good grief, it's sure seen enough history over the 
years. 

Now, the newest occupant of the presidential 
residence, First Lady Michelle Obama, appears to 
confirm the haunting mystery. She likely terrified a 
group of children visiting that very same White 
House today. They were there on take your own 
child or someone else's cute kid to work day. 


But they surely didn't count on Mystery Hour. 

The president's wife told the youngsters a strange story. It seems that in the last 10 days or so she 
and her husband, President Barack Obama, have been awakened from a sound sleep in the middle 
of the night. It happened just last night. 

She said they heard strange sounds in the hall. And that the two of them had gone to investigate. 

Also, she said, some people in her family had reported the unusual sensation at times of someone 
or something gnawing or chewing on their feet, as if trying to eat them from the bottom up. 

Really creepy stuff. Bet John McCain is sure glad he doesn't have to go through any of that. 

We have all of the first lady's remarks on the jump below, including an generous, extended Q&A by 
the first lady with the children, including some revealing details of her new life and the answer to the 
sounds mystery. 

Remarks by First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House (Warning: Turn on all the lights for this 
one) 



MRS. OBAMA: Well, hello. Wow, look at you, 
guys. What's going on? Did they tell you not to 
talk? (Laughter.) You can talk, you really can. 
Welcome to the White House. Thank you, Katie, 
for that introduction. First let me just get off 
script for a second. What have you guys done 
so far? 

Q We've met the people who give the letters -- 
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Micheiiekids MRS. OBAMA: Oh, yes, that's good, the 

correspondence people. What else? 

Q We also have questions -- 

MRS. OBAMA: Ooh, questions for me. Good, good. (Laughter.) What else? What else? Well, 
you're going to get to see this whole place. What -- what did you have to say, sweetie? 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MRS. OBAMA: Oh, yes? Somebody who worked for the Vice President, great. Well, so far, so 
good. But most importantly, you don't have to go to school today, right? Yeah! (Applause.) 

But hopefully you'll learn something today. So before we get into questions, I just wanted to say 
good morning and welcome to the White House. We're really pleased to have you guys here for this 
day, Take Your Child to Work Day. Has anybody participated in this before? Cool. This is a good 
day. 

Well, this year's theme is "Celebrating Service: Country, Community, and Family." And we invited 
you all here so you could learn more about what your moms and your dads do when they come to 
work every day. And when someone works at the White House — and I think somebody told you this 
earlier.... 


...-- they're called a "public servant." And it's not just people who work at the -- in the White House, 
but it's people who work in government, in the non-profit sector, people who work in city 
governments. They're people who do a ton of things around this city. 



And I know that they take a lot of time away from home. Sometimes you 
might think they work a little too hard, they could come home a little 
earlier. But we appreciate what they do, and we appreciate your sacrifice, 
and just understanding that your parents are busy not just working to 
make your lives better but children across the nation and around the world. 


They are all public servants, and that means that you're working every day 
for the community that you live in. And they work on all sorts of projects 
that affects things like the food that you eat, the air that you breathe, the 
school that you go to. Their work touches so many parts of your lives. 

And working at the White House is an honor and a privilege, and your 
parents take their jobs very seriously. We couldn't do what we do -- the 
President, me, none of us could do it -- without the support of people like 
your parents who work very hard. 


And what's important to know is that your parents got here because they worked hard. They 
worked hard when they were your age. And I tell my kids this all the time: If you want to work in a 
place like the White House, no matter what you do, now is the time that you have to start thinking 
about working hard in school. And I'm assuming that everybody here works hard in school, right? 


CHILDREN: Yes. 
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MRS. OBAMA: That you make sure you're there every day on time, that you do your homework, 
that you listen to the teachers, that you do your best. I tell my girls this every day: It doesn't matter 
what grade you get, but it matters how well you do. And my question is, for them, did you do your 
very best? 

And that's what I know your parents want for you and what we all want for you, is that as you think 
about developing into young people, that you think about how well you're doing in school, that you're 
listening to your teachers and that you're paying attention -- because we're counting on you guys. 

In a short period of time, you'll find that you'll be in high school, then maybe you'll go to college, then 
maybe you'll go on to get another degree. But pretty soon you'll be adults out here doing really fun 
stuff, maybe something like what you've seen people here doing at the White House. And we want 
you to be prepared and excited. 

But most of all we want you to think about serving your communities, because you don't have to be 
a White House employee to do it. You can do it now. You can do it first of all by listening to your 
parents. That's a service in and of itself, just being a good kid. But you could volunteer at a 
homeless shelter, right? You could work for a soup kitchen. 

You could volunteer in a garden. You could help tutor another kid in your class who's having 
trouble. You could walk your neighbor's dog, mow the lawn. There's so much that you can do right 
now. And we want you all to start thinking now about what you can do to be good public servants, 
not when you grow up but right now. 

So we hope you have a great day. I think you're going to get to walk around the White House and 
see the great rooms that we have here. You're going to get to go outside on the South Lawn, and it's 
a beautiful day. We planted this wonderful garden, and I haven't seen it since the rain, so I'm 
looking forward to seeing how it's going and what you think of the garden. I think there's some big 
chocolate Easter egg out there that they're going to show you. You'll get to see where Barney -- not 
Barney, but where Barney used to run and now Bo, our dog, plays. 

So I hope you guys have fun and you really think 
about, you know, what you want to do when you grow 
up and what it takes to get there. So now I'll stop 
talking, because we already have one question right 
now. Yes, young lady. Why don't you stand up and 
tell me your name and how old you are. 

Q My name is Aylis Davenport (ph) -- 

MRS. OBAMA: There we go. 

Q And how does it feel to be the First Lady? 

MRS. OBAMA: You know, it feels just like probably being a mom, being a worker. I've worked all my 
life -- I've worked in corporate America, I've worked for non-profits -- and I consider this a very 
important job, but I have to take it just as seriously as anyone who does their job. I wake up every 
morning, first of all, making sure that my kids get to school on time and they do their homework. 

And then I get to have a lot of fun because I get to do things like come and talk to you guys and go 
out to schools and plant a garden and go visit military families. So I think it's a lot of fun, the job that 



Bo and Michelle Obama go fora White House walk 
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I have. But it feels good, actually. Thank you. All right, let's get another question. How about that 
young man right there in the nice striped tie? You in the white shirt, turn around. That's you. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MRS. OBAMA: Oh, okay, all right, we'll come back to you, we'll do you next. What did you say? 

Q - well, how did you -- if something bad happened — 

MRS. OBAMA: Stand up for a second. Stand up, okay. 


Q What will happen if something bad happened to a country? 
MRS. OBAMA: If something bad happened to -- like what? 


Q Like the earthquake that happened in China -- what would you do? 



MRS. OBAMA: What would I do? 


Yes. 


MRS. OBAMA: Well, first of all I'd wake my husband up if it were at night. 
(Laughter.) And I'd tell him, hey, buddy, you're the President, get down to 
the Oval Office and call some leaders. You know, that's the beauty of my 
job. I mean, I'm married to the President and he has to worry about all 
that. 

? ? So I think he would probably call together his Cabinet members. He'd 

B probably talk to the people who were in charge. He'd talk to the Secretary 
L State. He'd call the leaders of other countries, and they'd work to figure 
Micheiiekids3 out what they could do to help another nation in trouble. And then I'd go 

back to sleep and ask him how it turned out when I woke up the next morning. (Laughter.) All right, 
let's get that young man that was in the back that we missed. 


Q Well, what does your dog like to do? 


MRS. OBAMA: What does my daughter -- 
Q Your dog. 

MRS. OBAMA: Oh, my dog. Oh, the dog. (Laughter.) Oh, he is a crazy dog. He -- you know, he 
loves to chew on people's feet. (Laughter.) I'll tell you a story about Bo last night. It was like 10:00 
p.m. at night, everybody was asleep, and we hear all this barking and jumping around, and the 
President and I came out and we thought somebody was out there. And it was just Bo. (Laughter.) 
He was playing with his ball. And it was like there was another person in the house. He's kind of 
crazy. But he's still a puppy, so he likes to play a lot. All right, in the pink. Oh, Miss Finnigan (ph), 
how are you? 


Q My name is Mazy (ph). 

MRS. OBAMA: I meant Mazy (ph). What are you doing here? You're supposed to be in school. 
(Laughter.) 


http://l ati m esbl ogs .1 ati m es.com/washi ngton/2009/04/m i chel I e-obam a-white- house- m ystery. htm I 


4/10 






6/2/2017 


CleanPrint/Save 


Q And what -- if you had to choose a job for the day in the White House, what would you choose? 
MRS. OBAMA: Say that again? 

Q If you had to choose a job in the White House for a day, what would you choose? 

MRS. OBAMA: If I had to choose a job in the White House, it would be this job, being First Lady. I 
think I have the best job in the White House, because like I said, I get to — I don't have to deal with 
the hard problems every day. I have some problems that I have to deal with, but I get to do the fun 
stuff. 

And there's so much fun to be had in service. And it's -- because I don't get paid, I get to do 
whatever I want to do. And it's kind of a -- it's kind of a good mix of substantive stuff, things dealing 
with issues, but it's also fun stuff. So I think I have actually one of the best jobs in the White House. 
All right, let's go this way. All right, you, young man, in the black jacket. 

Q My name is Jaren (ph). I was going to ask, what do you do in your free time when you're not 
busy? 

MRS. OBAMA: What do I do in my free time when I'm not busy? Ooh, that doesn't happen often. 
(Laughter.) Well, right now I'm taking care of this puppy. (Laughter.) So I'm doing a lot of dog 
walking and dog training. 

Every now and then I have this thing that I like to do with some of my staff members, and we sneak 
out, without telling anybody, and we go and test out all the fun places to eat in D.C. -- like I went to 
Five Guys and nobody knew it. It was good. (Laughter.) So we sometimes we sneak out and do 
little things like that. And I like to go to my kids' games. They've got soccer now, so I spend a lot of 
time doing their things and watching their movies and, you know, making sure that their friends have 
a good time. 

So I probably do just what your mom does every day. I spend my time, my free time, with my kids. 
All right? Okay, let's get the young lady in the back, way in the back with her hand up. Yes, you. 

Q Hi, my name is Kayla Bennett (ph) and I'm nine years old, and I just wanted to know how is it like 
taking care of the White House, Sasha, Malia and the dog? 

MRS. OBAMA: Oh, it's a lot of work but I have a lot of help. That's something that is fun about 
living in the White House. I mean, there are dozens and dozens and dozens of people, some of the 
people you'll meet today, who really help make that happen. 

here's Admiral Steve Rochon who's here. He's the head usher. Where is the Admiral? Is he 
here? He was back there with me. See, he ducks in and out. But he's in charge of everything. He 
makes sure that the carpets are clean, that the tours happen, that food gets prepared, that the 
lawns are taken care of. He helps me make sure that I get support if I need help with the dog. 

So there's a big staff -- people who work in the kitchen, and people who clean these chandeliers. 

So it takes a lot to run the White House, and fortunately I don't have to do it by myself. There's a 
whole staff full of people who makes sure that things work really well. And I'm lucky because of 
that. All right, young man in the red striped shirt. Yes, you, sir. 

Q How is the garden growing, and what's your favorite plant in the garden? 
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MRS. OBAMA: You know, so far, so good. But you guys will be able to see the garden, and you 
can let me know how it looks. But I think it's going well, because we had a lot of great rain and now 
we're getting some nice warmth and sunshine. I think some of our snap peas might be having a 
challenge, some of our peas might be having a problem. 

But the section that I like best is the row of herbs that I personally planted, number one, and then 
there's a section from Thomas Jefferson's garden that I think is really cool, because we got some of 
the seedlings that were planted at Monticello, and planted a little section in the White House Kitchen 
Garden. So take a look at that, because it's roped off. So I like those two parts. So let me know 
how you think it's going, all right? You, young lady. 

Q What's your least favorite thing to do in the White House? 

MRS. OBAMA: What's my least favorite thing to do at the White House? Wow. You know, I don't 
know that there's a least favorite thing to do. Gosh, I don't have to do anything that is all that bad. 
That's a really good question. 

I don't think I can list one thing that I just don't like to do. Everything that I do here is really pretty 
worthwhile, even if it's hard. Maybe it's running on the treadmill. (Laughter.) Why don't we put that 
down -- when I have to run. Sometimes I don't like to do that. But pretty much everything that I've 
done here so far has just been a real joy, especially things like this today.AII right, let's see. Okay, in 
the green -- green sweater. 

Q What do you -- 

MRS. OBAMA: Is your sweater green? (Laughter.) Do you have on a green sweater? 

Q Oh. (Laughter.) 

MRS. OBAMA: I'll get you next. You'll be next. 

Q Wait, can I -- 

MRS. OBAMA: You want to be up? Well, you know, we still have time, so I'm -- you see, I'm trying 
to get around to every section, so we'll do green sweater. 

Q My name is Cynthia (ph) and what is it like to be at the White House, to live at the White House? 

MRS. OBAMA: Well, since I answered that question already, it's fun, okay? It's great. So I'll do that 
real quick answer, and then we'll go to the gentleman in the white shirt. 

Q My name is Adi (ph), and do you like cooking for your family, even though you have cooks and all 
of that? (Laughter.) Do you like cooking personally? 

MRS. OBAMA: I don't miss cooking. (Laughter.) I'm just fine with other people cooking. Their food 
is really good. (Laughter.) You guys got that down; they're writing that down. (Laughter.) All right, 
let's see. Young man in the dark green shirt way in the back row. Stand up, say your name, your 
age. 

Q I'm Brian (ph) and I'm nine years old. 

MRS. OBAMA: Okay. (Laughter.) 
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Q What would happen if Bo were to run away, and what will -- 

MRS. OBAMA: Ooh, yes. What would happen if Bo ran away? I would be very sad, first of all. But 
-- oh, that reminds me we have to make sure his tags are on. He has tags, and hopefully someone 
would find him and bring him back. 

But the South Lawn is gated. It's a very gated area. So it would be pretty hard for him to get out. 
But I think everyone at the White House would probably help go out and find him, and we'd probably 
ask you guys to help look for him and call him and make sure you brought him back. But we try to - 
that's why we're working on training him, so that he doesn't run away and he listens when we call 
him. And so far he's doing okay, so we hope we don't have that problem. Thank you. 

MODERATOR: You have time for two more questions. 

MRS. OBAMA: Two more? No, no. Okay, you in the red. I know, I know. 

Q My name is Caitlin (ph). Is there any time when the Secret Service is not with you? 

MRS. OBAMA: There are times in the residence when they're not with me, but any time I go out 
anywhere, they're with me. All the time. (Laughter.) But they're very nice. They're nice to have 
around. It's not hard having them around. They're a great group of people, and they are funny and 
they do their jobs really well, and they're really kind people. So it's not hard having them around. 

All right? Okay, the bowties have to -- we got to get a question from the -- 

Q My name is -- 

MRS. OBAMA: Wait, wait, first of all, let me just -- is there a theme here with you three? Are you 
brothers, are you friends -- oh, you're brothers? 

Q Yes. 

MRS. OBAMA: Very handsome. Well done. Friends -- and friends. Okay, sorry. 

Q What gave you the idea to start a garden? 

MRS. OBAMA: Oh, what gave me the idea to start a garden? Actually, it came from the challenges 
that I think I had and many moms have, parents have, of trying to figure out how to make sure that 
my kids, my girls, ate healthy food. And sometimes it's hard to do that when you're a busy mom. 

Before I was here, I had a job and I had --1 was always rushing around, and the kids' schedules 
were busy. You guys know that feeling, right? You come home, you're rushing, mom's just gotten 
home from work or you've gotten home from an activity and you're trying to figure out what you're 
going to feed your kids that are healthy and you don't have time to prepare something. So you pop 
in something quick, and it's not always the best thing. 

So I started trying to change the way that we ate in my household, before we even started running, 
trying to get my kids to eat more fruits and vegetables. And I realize that in some communities it's 
hard to get fresh fruits and vegetables. 

So I thought, what a nice idea if we got to the White House if we could plant a garden right in our 
backyard, because it's not that expensive to do. It's a lot of work. It can be a lot of work. But we 
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planted a pretty big garden, and you can produce foods with a smaller crop of land, and it only cost 
us a couple of hundred dollars to plant this big, huge garden. 

So I thought that if we talked a bit to kids mostly about what it means to eat good food and what 
good food tastes like and that vegetables that are grown fresh really do taste good -- which is what 
my daughters found out, is that a carrot that comes right out of the ground is actually kind of sweet 
and tasty and it tastes a little different from kind of a -- sometimes carrots you get in a store -- that 
maybe we could help educate other kids who could help educate their families, and we'd be a 
healthier nation. So that's one of the reasons I decided to plant the garden. Thank you for asking. 

Okay, let's get back to the sister that I promised. You can ask a question but it's got to be a different 
question. It's got to be a question that nobody has asked. 

Q Where do your kids go to school? 

MRS. OBAMA: Okay, that's a new one. They go to a school call Sidwell. They go to the same 
school that Mazy (ph) goes to, which is why I asked her why she wasn't in school, because Sasha is 
in school. It's like, what are you doing here? (Laughter.) So they go to -- they go to a school they 
just started in January, and they really like their school. They've made a lot of good friends and they 
have great activities. 

Q I have another question. 

MRS. OBAMA: She has another question, so you must please hold. Yes. 

Q When your kids have friends over, and they stay a night, where do they stay? 

MRS. OBAMA: Sometimes they sleep in the girls' rooms, or sometimes they sleep upstairs where 
there's a TV. (Laughter.) They like sleeping in front of the TV, probably like you all do when you 
have a sleepover. All right, two more questions. Two more questions. Young lady in the red shirt, 
right here, yes. She's standing up. 

Q What's your favorite room in the White House? 

MRS. OBAMA: Oh, what's my favorite room? You know, actually I like the Blue Room that you'll 
see, because it's one of the oval rooms. And there are a series of oval rooms, starting from the 
bottom -- a room we call the Dip Room, the Diplomatic Room; you come up to the first floor, there's 
the Blue Room; and then you go up to the next floor and there's something called the Yellow Oval 
Room. 

And they're all oval. But when you look out, it's one of the prettiest views of the White House lawn, 
and I love the oval shape, and they have balconies, and when the flowers are blooming it looks 
really pretty out there and the sun is shining.So it's really one of the brightest rooms in the house. 

So you guys will probably get a chance to see it. But I like the Blue Room. One more, one more, 
one more question from a boy, because we did a girl. Okay, young man in the second row with the 
vest on, you. 

Q My name is Alonchez (ph) and where do you sleep? 

MRS. OBAMA: Where do I sleep? In my room. (Laughter.) 
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Q What room? 

MRS. OBAMA: Huh? 

Q What room? 

MRS. OBAMA: It's just the master bedroom. It's just a bedroom. It doesn't have a particular name. 
All right, we'll do one more question. That was an easy one. (Laughter.) Okay, still this section. 
Okay, young lady in the cream shirt. All right, and then we're done. 

CHILDREN: Awww. 

MRS. OBAMA: I know. Blame them. (Laughter.) Let's see who we should blame. Joe, are you to 
blame? Blame Joe. All right. OK, go ahead. 

Q Do you spend a lot of time with President Obama? 

MRS. OBAMA: Do I spend a lot of time with President Obama? I do spend a lot of time with him. 
Actually I spend more time with him here in the White House than we did for the last few years 
because it takes a long time here in the United States to run for President. And it was a two-year 
campaign, it was a very long campaign. 

And he was traveling all around the country, as well as the other candidates. And when he's 
traveling around a lot, it's really hard to spend time together. But now we live where we work, so I 
can see him whenever I want. And we eat dinner together as a family. And if I really need to see 
him, I can walk to his office, and, you know, cool stuff like that. So I do actually spend a lot of time 
with him. 

All right, guys. It has been so much fun talking to you all. I wish we could stay here for the rest of the 
day. I would have a great time talking to you guys. But you have a lot to do here -- a big program. 
And there's more to see than just this room. And there are going to be a lot of other people you can 
talk to, to find out more about what they do, what their jobs are like. 

It's good to know that this group is not shy. So continue to ask questions. You can ask anybody here 
about anything you want to know about the White House -- what rooms are fun and who does what 
where. There are people here who have worked here much longer than I've been around, even, 
who will be able to answer any questions that you have. 

So ask a lot. And have a good time. And just remember, what's the goal? What's the one thing that 
we want to think about when we leave here today? Do you remember what I said earlier, that I want 
you guys to think about doing? 

Q Having fun. 

MRS. OBAMA: Having fun, that's always a part of it. But what -- service, right? You remember 
that? Being public servants. And you don't have to wait - yes, young lady, what's your -- 

Q Well, also helping our community. 

MRS. OBAMA: That's right. That's right. That's right. Okay, one more -- what do you have to say, 
one more good point about public service? 
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Q Do your best. 

MRS. OBAMA: Do your best, that's right. Do your best. That's all that we ask. And trust me, if 
you're doing your best, it is probably good enough, right? Just do your best. And help your folks 
out. Make life easy on your parents, okay? (Laughter.) All right, go back, give them a hug, tell 
them that they're great, tell them you're proud of them. All right? Okay, you guys have fun. It was 
great seeing you. (Applause.) 

-- Andrew Malcolm 

Photos of the First Lady answering questions from the children by Alex Wong/Getty Images. Photo 
of the Obamas and the dog, Bo: Ron Edmonds / Associated Press; Mandell Ngan / Getty Images 
(the newest Obama leads the way). 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://l ati m esbl ogs .1 ati m es .com/washi ngton/2009/04/m i chel I e-obam a-white- house- m ystery. htm I 


10/10 



5/6/2017 


Octogenarian New Jersey ex-con politician to revive burlesque act 


Octogenarian New Jersey ex-con politician to revive burlesque act yahoo.com 


m *' NEW YORK (Reuters) - An octogenarian former New Jersey deputy mayor who once 
‘‘ 'y*:;* thrilled audiences as burlesque star Hope Diamond plans to sparkle again in the role next 
V;iV- week at a charity event - though at her age she plans to keep her clothes on. 

Reuters 

Three years after being released from prison following a bribery conviction, former Jersey 
City Deputy Mayor Leona Beldini is headed back to the stage on Thursday to raise funds for the 
Kennedy Dancers, a non-profit dance company, which announced the event on its website. 

Now a grandmother, Beldini intends to dazzle crowds when she revives her burlesque persona 
Hope Diamond at the Jersey City dance company's 40th anniversary gala. 

But she will not be stripping. 

"It's a little late for that, I'm afraid," Beldini, 82, said on Friday. 

"I'm going to wear a lovely gown and a feather boa. I'm sure it's going to be interesting." 

Company artistic director Diane Dragone said male dancers would escort Beldini on stage. 

"She'll kind of strut her stuff. She was hot stuff in the '50s," Dragone said. 

Still recovering from a recent knee replacement surgery, Beldini was known in the 1950s as "the 
gem of the exotics." 

One of her last performances as Hope Diamond was in New York's suburbs in 1970s, when she 
was described by the Long Island Press as "one of the premiere ecdysiasts," or striptease 
performers. 

Beldini, who also was treasurer of Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healy's re-election campaign in 
2009, was convicted in February 2010 of accepting illegal campaign contributions in exchange for 
helping a corrupt developer win city approvals. She was sentenced to three years in prison and was 
released in 2014. 

(Reporting by Barbara Goldberg; Editing by Scott Malone and Cynthia Osterman) 
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Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 
Author: Beach Combing \ in : Contemporary, Modern , trackback 


Beachcombing has recently had a bit of a thing about human 
sacrifice and capital punishment. But it is. he promises, a passing 
phase and has now reached its climax with a reading of Mike 
Holgate and Ian David Waugh’s superb The Man They Could Not 
Hang: The True Story of John Lee (2005). This book - a luscious, 
well-illustrated work from Sutton - tells the story of John Lee, 
the Briton found guilty of murder in 1885, who escaped execution 
because the trapdoor on the prison gallows would not open and 
‘launch the criminal into eternity’ (as the Victorians would have put 
it). 

The authorities can hardly be blamed for not trying. They tried, in 
fact, once, twice, then removed Lee from the vicinity and tried again without him. Confusingly the 
trapdoor opened when Lee was not standing there. The trapdoor also opened when a volunteer 
stood on the drop holding onto the rope for dear life. But, when Lee returned, noosed up, the 
trapdoor failed to open yet again. With the execution team in a complete flap Lee was sent back to 
his cell, offered brandy and later reprieved by the Home Secretary. Lee finally left prison in 1907 
declaring his innocence. He is one of six individuals known to Beachcombing whom survived a 
British execution and the only one to survive the long drop method of hanging. 

Holgate and Waugh reveal in their well-researched book how Lee’s survival was a mere fluke. A 
secret government report stated, after experiments on the failing trapdoor, that a hinge was 
slightly out of place and interfered with the working of the trapdoor when a certain weight - e.g. 

Lee’s body - bore down on it. Mystery solved. But, as this report was classified, no one, other than 
the Home Secretary and his intimates, learnt the truth. 

The result of this secrecy was a hundred years of rumour. 

Beachcombing cut his historical teeth in a period where rumour is king and so he offers the following 
digest as an enjoyable warning about how falsities can elide with history. 

i) In 1901 The Reporter carried a story from a prisoner who had spoken to an ‘old lag’ who had 
deliberately sabotaged the trapdoor using a flange on the sides of the flap. 

ii) In 1927 in Thomson’s Weekly James Berry, the executioner - and a complete scallywag - 
claimed that a prisoner had revealed to a warder before the execution that a trick had been played 
on the mechanism by inmate carpenters. 
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iii) In 1931 the respected barrister Ernest Bowen-Rowlands quotes, in his autobiography, the letter 
of a ‘well-known person’ telling how an old prisoner had confessed - ‘I think when dying’ - that he 
had used a wedge to save Lee. The prisoner carpenter had removed the wedge when called in to 
put the gallows right and placed it there again when Lee returned to be hung once more. 

iv) In the Western Morning News in 1945 an ex-inmate recalled how in the 1920s he had read - 
where? - a death-bed confession from a prisoner carpenter who had plotted together with Lee. The 
carpenter had used a warped board on the trapdoor and Lee had taken care to stand on the board 
in question thus blocking the downward swinging doors. 

v) The last - the 1980s or 1990s? - was picked up by Holgate and Waugh in the course of their 
investigations. ‘A descendant living in Canada’ related a family tale. Thomas Philips, a joiner and 
poacher from Barnstaple had told his son that, while in prison in 1885, he had built the trapdoor for 
Lee in such a way that it would not open when Lee stood on it. 

Now it is known that Lee survived because of a mispositioned hinge - there is no question of this 
hinge being a deliberate ruse because the hinge did not give consistent results when tested. There 
are also reasons for believing that prisoners did not help with the assemblage of the gallows - and 
they certainly had no access to the gallows in the days before the execution, let alone on the day 
itself. As facts then these stories need to be dismissed out of hand. 

But as lessons in distortion these same stories are priceless. There is an authentic ‘urban legend’ 
here. A joiner prisoner saves Lee employing methods that change with the teller. Beachcombing 
notes how the story always comes at second or third hand. He notes too the extraordinary longevity 
of the story. It begins twenty years after Lee’s lucky escape and is still rolling along almost a century 
later. 

Beachcombing will finish by asking the reader to imagine for a moment that the secret report was 
never made or, more credibly, that it was lost in a Whitehall flood/fire. What would historians today 
make of these tales? 

Well, there would be a strong temptation to say ‘no smoke without fire’ and to accept that 
somewhere here there was a muddled memory of an act of sabotage on the part of inmates. There 
would be too references to the quality of some of the witnesses, especially Bowen-Rowlands, and 
that facile but all too familiar why-should-they-tell-a-lie line would be trotted out. True, good 
historians - Beachcombing fears that he might not be among them - would point to the inconsistent 
nature of the reports. But then good historians would be in a minority. 

So many histories are based on oral accounts of this kind passed across at least one generation. 
Beachcombing always tells his students (and with ever less conviction he tells himself) that as long 
as these accounts occur within living memory then they may be reliable. The urban legend here, 
however, is a reminder of how, equally, they may not be. 

Indeed, the most terrifying fact for the historian in Holgate and Waugh’s book is that even 
immediately after the execution - an event that was of excruciating embarrassment for all involved 
and that would have been difficult to forget - those present disagreed about how many attempts had 
been made on Lee’s life: some said two, some said three, some said four! 

At times Beachcombing wonders - with apologies to Calliope - if the entire historical profession 
should not, in despair, follow poor Lee onto the gallows and jump up and down on the trapdoor until 
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the hinge budges... 

It has been a long day. 

Overly pessimistic? DrbeachcombingATyahooDOTcom 
• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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One of the world's 'most haunted hotels' is in Seattle 

By Kirsten O’Brien 

Updated 5:08 pm, Thursday, October 22, 2015 Seattle pi. CO ITI 





The Sorrento Hotel was designed by Seattle architect Harlan Thomas 
to take full advantage of the views of Puget Sound. Photo: Scott 
Eklund/Seattle Post-Intelligencer 


Author Gertrude Stein, left, 70, America's 
most famous expatriate, posing with her 
companion Alice B. Toklas and their white 
poodle on the doorstep of her house. Some 
say the ghost of Toklas is haunting the 
Sorrento Hotel. Photo taken Sept. 1, 1944. 

Photo: Carl Mydans/The LIFE Picture 
Collection/Getty Images/Time Life Pictures 
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A chandelier hangs near the 
entry to the Sorrento Hotel. 
Photo: Scott Eklund 



Sorrento Hotel owner 
Michael Malone bought the 
hotel in 1981, sensing a 
"diamond in the rough" 
beneath coats of white paint. 



This lion knocker hangs on 
the door of the hotel's Hunt 
Club. 


Brooke Byrne pours herself 
another cup at the Sorrento 
Hotel's Fireside Room. 


Halloween draws 
near, there's no doubt 
that thrill seekers 
and scaredy cats alike 
will be flocking to 
"haunted" houses and 
corn mazes in the 
area. While a 
paranormal presence 
in a corn field in 
Snohomish is dubious, 
the bona fide 
freakiness of Seattle's 
Sorrento Hotel has 
long been established 
-- so much so that 
USA Today just 
named it one of the 13 
most haunted hotels in 
the world. 


The Sorrento Hotel is in Seattle's First Hill neighborhood. The historic hotel opened in 1909, right 
before the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition was held in the city. Drawing curious travelers and wide- 
eyed gold diggers alike, the hotel was built in a lavish Italian-oasis style. It has received numerous 
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Author Gertrude Stein, right, 
walking with Alice B. Toklas, 
and their dog in 1944. 


Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas touring the French 
countryside in 1927. 



The bar in the Hunt Club at 
the Sorrento Hotel. 


The fireside room at the 
Sorrento Hotel. 


The Hunt Club dining room 
at the Sorrento Hotel. 

accolades for its rich 
decor and history, and 
was named a Seattle 
landmark in 2010. 


The hotel landed on USA 
Today's list because it is 
rumored to be haunted 
by the ghost of Alice B. 
Toklas. Toklas was born 


in San Francisco in 1877, but for a short while lived with her family in First Hill. She studied music at 
the University of Washington, and her home was supposedly near where the hotel now stands. 


She met American novelist, playwright and poet Gertrude Stein in Paris in 1907, and later became 
the inspiration for Stein's best selling book, "The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas." It was the novel 
that made Stein famous, and Toklas is often credited with helping establish her partner's literary 
prominence. The pair lived in Paris and remained a couple until Stein's death in 1946. 


Always a somewhat eccentric woman, Toklas published a cookbook in 1954 called "The Alice B. 
Toklas Cookbook." The most famous recipe in the book was contributed by her friend Brion Gysin, 
and was essentially a recipe for pot brownies. Known as "Haschich Fudge," the recipe was a 
mixture of fruit, nuts, spices and marijuana. 

No one can say for sure why Toklas haunts the hotel, especially because her family moved back to 
San Francisco more than 10 years before the hotel even opened. As with most ghost stories, there 
are inconsistencies in details. Some say Toklas' spirit can be seen wearing white and wandering the 
halls on the fourth floor, and that she has a particular affinity for room 408. Others say she wears 
black, and lights flicker as she passes. Still others report having their drinks inexplicably moved in 
the hotel's Dunbar Room. 


Whatever the case, the hotel has made her part of their lore. Their drink menu even features a Ms. 
Toklas cocktail that includes lucid absinthe, elderflower, chamomile, honey and lemon juice. 

As people look for Halloween thrills in the coming weeks, perhaps it's best to skip the corn maze or 
the cheesy haunted house and head straight to the corner of Terry and Madison. Ms. Toklas might 
be waiting. 

Hearst Newspapers © Copyright 2017 Hearst Seattle Media, LLC 
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Reports of an armed cat this morning were unfounded. The feline was contacted by our 
canine and was determined to be in possession of a non-lethal branch. The cat was given 
a verbal warning for posing with what could be mistaken as an assault rifle while wearing 
poor camouflage attire. 

568 88 1.1k 


April 27 (UPI) -- Police in Oregon issued a "verbal warning" to a cat 
reportedly seen armed with a gun-shaped stick. 

Newport Oregon Police Department shared a photo of a black and white cat 
perched in a tree with its paw draped over a stick that appeared to resemble 
an automatic rifle. 

Officers responded to the scene and were ultimately able to determine the 
cat did not pose any real threat. 
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"Reports of an armed cat this morning were unfounded," police said. "The 
feline was contacted by our canine and was determined to be in possession 
of a non-lethal branch." 

The officers ended the tongue-in-cheek post by stating the cat had been 
apprehended and charged with several offenses. 

"The cat was given a verbal warning for posing with what could be mistaken 
as an assault rifle while wearing poor camouflage attire," police said. 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instag ram for more news from 
UPI.com 

Related UPI Stories 

• 'AnonyMouse' artists build tiny 'amousement' park in Sweden 

• Houston couple cuts trapped kitten out of apartment wall 

• Kansas firefighters rescue cat, owner from tree 
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New Jersey third-graders find boa 
constrictor in classroom 

April 27 (UPI) - A 4-foot boa constrictor discovered by students 
in a New Jersey elementary school may have been drawn to the 
smell of the class pet, also a boa, officials said. 


Sea lions jump on boat to demand fish 

in Mexico 

April 27 (UPI) — A pair of sea lions were filmed jumping up on the back of a moving boat in 
Mexico to demand a tribute offish from the boaters. 
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Bobcat chased pet dog through Texas 
woman's home 

April 27 (UPI) -- A bobcat left a Texas woman in distress after 
chasing her pet dog into her home through an open back door. 



Village clerk apologizes for profane 
insult on water bill 

April 27 (UPI) -- A Michigan village clerk has apologized to a 
couple after she sent them a water bill addressed to the woman 
"and the [expletive] who lives here too." 



Sign reminds Little League parents: This 
is a CAME' 

April 27 (UPI) — A Wisconsin Little League program is targeting 
overzealous parents with a sign reminding them that their kids 
are "not being scouted by the Brewers today." 
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A crab unlike any you’ve ever seen has been pulled from the Chesapeake Bay - The Washington Post 


A crab unlike any you’ve ever seen has been pulled from the 
Chesapeake Bay 

By Dana Hedgpeth 

June i at 11:58 am washingtonpost.com 
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The mayor — James “Ooker” Eskridge — 
couldn’t immediately be reached for 
comment. As of Wednesday, wildlife experts at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation said the crab was 
still alive. 


She’s a large blue crab from the 
Chesapeake Bay with a sight impairment 
— she has two oysters growing on either 
side of her head near her eyes. 

The crab is estimated to be about 2 years 
old and was found last week in a crab pot 
that belonged to the mayor of Tangier 
Island. 


Watermen and wildlife experts said she’s unique, and there’s a tale of how she got stuck with two 
oysters on her head. 

Oyster larvae need something hard to attach on to and grow, experts said. Old oyster shells and 
reefs are perfect, but over the years their once-plentiful numbers in the Chesapeake Bay have 
diminished because of pollution, disease and over-harvesting, according to Tom Zolper, a 
spokesman for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

[Chesapeake Bay earns ‘C’ for overall health] 

“You have much fewer hard surfaces for oyster larvae to find to set on,” Zolper said. “They’ll set on 
anything — even a crab shell.” 

This set of oysters probably set on the crab a few months ago, he said. And it shows, he said, that 
the oyster larvae were probably “desperate” for something hard to set on. 

Zolper said the foundation has heard from watermen who know the bay well that there are 
“occasionally” situations in which a “tiny oyster” grows on a crab’s claw or body, but having two in 
roughly the same location isn’t seen often. 

“It’s very rare to see this,” Zolper said, “where two oysters have set on a crab in this sort of pattern 
with one on each side of the crab, almost over her eyes.” 

But there’s one problem — it makes for eyesight problems. 

Zolper said he would guess that the crab doesn’t like the oysters too much and probably had tried to 
get them off. 

“Whatever she’s tried, she’s tried,” he said. “They’re there and they’re attached.” 
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Zolper said the crab probably cannot see straight ahead and can look only upward. 

“That has to be a disability,” he said. 

• washingtonpost.com 

• © 1996-2017 The Washington Post 
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Pablo Picasso ring set to rake in £500k at auction | Daily Mail Online 


Ring that Pablo Picasso designed to appease his angry lover on 
sale 

13:32 EDT, 11 June 2017 \ dailymail.CO.uk 


Ring that Pablo Picasso designed to appease his 
angry lover when she threw her old jewellery in the 
River Seine during a row goes on sale for £500,000 

.com . Artist gifted the jewellery to his lover and muse 

Dora Maar after a lovers' tiff 

• She had impulsively thrown her own ring into the River Seine during the row 

• The famed artist, feeling guilty, created a replacement featuring her portrait 

By Stewart Paterson For Mailonline 

A ring designed and crafted by Pablo Picasso to appease his angry lover is expected to fetch up to 
£500,000 at an auction this month. 

The artist gifted the jewellery to his muse, painter and poet Dora Maar, after she impulsively threw 
her own ring into the River Seine during a lovers' tiff in the 1930s. 

Picasso was said to be angry she had persuaded him to swap a piece of artwork for the cabochon 
ruby ring, so she took it off her finger and launched it into the water. 

Feeling guilty, Picasso created a replacement featuring her portrait, which she kept until her death in 
1997. 



Pablo Picasso (pictured) was said to be angry she had 
persuaded him to swap a piece of artwork for the cabochon 
ruby ring, so she took it off her finger and launched it into the 
water 

The ring designed and crafted by 
Pablo Picasso to appease his 
angry lover is expected to fetch 
up to £500,000 at an auction this 
month 

It is going under the hammer at 
the Sotheby's Actual Size sale on 
June 21 following the sale of her 
estate. 

Curator Thomas Bompard said: 
'Picasso has depicted a world on 
a scale so intimate you can hold an entire artistic vision on your finger. 

'Sometimes the smallest of things can contain a universe of thought and emotion, and so it is with 
this ring - an intimate piece that allows us a captivating glimpse into secrets that might otherwise not 
be shared.' 



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4593806/Pablo-Picasso-ring-set-rake-500-000-auction.html 
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Dora Maar was by no means the only woman who became involved in the the famed artist's 
colourful life, as Picasso struck up relationships with a number of mistresses during his 91 years. 

But there's was a troubled albeit passionate affair that was never meant to last. 

muse, painter and poet Dora Maar, 
ring into the River Seine during a 


On meeting Maar (pictured), 
Picasso was still involved in an 
affair with Marie-Therese Walter, 
whom he had met when she was 
17, in 1927 

The pair were introduced to one 
another while Maar was working as 
a set photographer on the Kean 
Renoir film, The Crime of 
Monsieur, in 1935. 

Picasso had already married to 
Olga Khokhlova - a ballerina - in 1918 but the pair separated around 1927, though they remained 
legally married until her death in 1955. 

On meeting Maar, Picasso was still involved in an affair with Marie-Therese Walter, whom he had 
met when she was 17, in 1927. 

Maar and Picasso remained together for around nine years and, though she remained nothing more 
than a mistress, served as an integral part to his artistic life. 

She would document, help and photograph Picasso in his attic studio in Paris - ultimately leading to 
the creation of his masterpiece, Guernica, in 1937. 

Marr would document, help and photograph 
Picasso in his attic studio in Paris - ultimately 
leading to the creation of his masterpiece, 
Guernica, in 1937 

Maar would also feature in a number of 
Picasso's paintings and, notably, Weeping 
Lady. 

But the artist's bohemian lifestyle led him onto 
meet a young art student named Frangoise 
Gilot, in 1944, when she was just 23 and he 
was 63. 

Though incredibly close, his and Maar's relationship was also one fraught with tension and dispute 
because Picasso continued to see his former lover, Marie-Therese Walter. 



The artist gifted the jewellery to his 
after she impulsively threw her own 
lovers' tiff in the 1930s 
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They separated in 1943 and Picasso went on to have two children with Gilot - who would also 
separate from the artist years later. 



Maar would also feature in a number of Picasso's paintings and, 
notably, Weeping Lady (above) 
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Pagan Beltane Fire Festival is celebrated in Edinburgh | Daily Mail Online 
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Playing with fire! Naked revellers brandish flaming 
torches as they celebrate ancient Pagan festival in 
Edinburgh marking the end of winter 


• Revellers took part in the annual Beltane Fire Festival in Edinburgh to celebrate the coming of summer 

• The event, first organised in the mid-1980s, marks the ending of winter 

• It is a revival of the ancient Celtic and Pagan festival of Beltane, the Gaelic name for the month of May 


By HARVEY DAY FOR MAILONLINE 

PUBLISHED: 20:56 EDT, 30 April 2017 | UPDATED: 21:08 EDT, 30 April 2017 

Revellers took part in the annual Beltane Fire Festival in Edinburgh yesterday to celebrate the conning of summer. 

The event, first organised in the mid-1980s, marks the ending of winter and is a revival of the ancient Celtic and 
Pagan festival of Beltane, the Gaelic name for the month of May. 

Thousands of spectators gathered on Calton Hill in the Scottish capital to watch drummers, fire dancers, physical 
theatre and a large bonfire. 

During the event, the Green Man is killed as god of winter and reborn as spring to consort with the May Queen. 

All the fires are put out and relit using a fire made from a piece of wood from last year's festival. 

Speaking about the event. Chair of Beltane Fire Society said: This year is the 30th Beltane Fire Festival to 
celebrate, we've asked our volunteers to think big and explore the roots of the festival - both back to ancient 
times and also across the past thirty years of the event's history in Edinburgh,' according to The Edinburgh 
Reporter. 

He added: 'Beltane is an event that cannot be described, it has to be felt, and that's what makes it so special. 

'We really want to reach out and welcome in the wider community this year, so come and share the beginnings of 
Summer with us.' 

Revellers also took to the streets of Glastonbury to celebrate the coming of the new season. 
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Revellers took part in the annual Beltane Fire Festival in Edinburgh yesterday to celebrate the coming of summer 



The event, first organized in the mid-1980s, marks the ending of winter and is a revival of the ancient Celtic and Pagan festival 
of Beltane, the Gaelic name for the month of May 


http://www.dai I ym ai I .co.uk/news/arti cl e-4461418/N aked- revel I ers- brandi sh-fl am i ng-torches. htm I 


2/12 





5/1/2017 


Pagan Beltane Fire Festival is celebrated in Edinburgh | Daily Mail Online 



Thousands of spectators gathered on Calton Hill in the Scottish capital to watch drummers, fire dancers, physical theatre and 
a large bonfire 
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During the event, the Green Man is killed as god of winter and reborn as spring to consort with the May Queen 



Semi-naked pagan revellers hold fire festival to mark start of summer 


MORE VIDEOS 
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Speaking about the event. Chair of Beltane Fire Society said: 'This year is the 30th Beltane Fire Festival to celebrate, we've 
asked our volunteers to think big and explore the roots of the festival' 
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Pagan Beltane Fire Festival is celebrated in Edinburgh | Daily Mail Online 



He added: 'Beltane is an event that cannot be described, it has to be felt, and that's what makes it so special' 



He went on: 'We really want to reach out and welcome in the wider community this year, so come and share the beginnings of 
Summer with us' 
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Pagan Beltane Fire Festival is celebrated in Edinburgh | Daily Mail Online 



Revellers were painted in red from head to toe, with black marks on their faces, and wore black robes over their bodies 



These celebrants growled as they made their way toward the event on Calton Hill in Edinburgh 
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Pagan Beltane Fire Festival is celebrated in Edinburgh | Daily Mail Online 


Revellers also took to the streets of Glastonbury (pictured) to celebrate the coming of the new season 


The Glastonbury Dragons were paraded through the town as part of the May Fayre which incorporates the town's Beltane and 
May Day celebrations 
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Festival-goers were dressed as the Green Man (left) and other characters as they took part in the celebrations 



The Glastonbury Green Men cheer as they move the Maypole to be used in the town's Beltane and May Day celebrations 


Read more: 

Beltane Fire Festival Returns to Set Edinburgh Alight | The Edinburgh Reporter 
TODFILM 
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1 popyconn, Helsinki, Finland, 3 minutes ago 

Watching too much star wars!!! 
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1 Handsomel, gloucester, United Kingdom, 5 minutes ago 

Bet they stink 




New Comment Reply 

Click to rate 
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Prince of Darkness, Maldon, United Kingdom, 9 minutes ago 

Bit chilly to get one's bits out in my opinion but they are not doing any harm. At least Pagans do not try to kill people! 



New Comment Reply 



baggabliss, London, United Kingdom, 7 minutes ago 

Where do you get that from, Pagans have no moral code which requires them not to kill, 
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baggabliss, London, United Kingdom, 12 minutes ago 

This country is going to the dogs because a generation is filled with apathy and knows not their history 
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tonyrra, Southampton, United Kingdom, 18 minutes ago 
Naked - without clothes 
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New Comment Reply 

bob, China, China, 18 minutes ago 
Accountants behaving badly... 
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Katie Morag, London, United Kingdom, 5 minutes ago 

Lol. I bet they are all middle class respectable people Mon to Frid. 
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john marks, liverpool, United Kingdom, 30 minutes ago 

Great traditions,good on them.Hope it doesnt end up all corporate though,fed up with these music festivals now with logos and sponsorship etc.,Loses the 
spirit. 


New Comment Reply 


Click to rate 10 3 



Golfjbh, Houston, United States, 34 minutes ago 

A great celebration for the liberals and progressives in the US. Just think many of the liberal fools would not have to change their normal dress to fit right 
into the celebration. 


New Comment Reply 
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SNP conference? 

New Comment Reply 

doug sinnott, Warrington, United Kingdom, 35 minutes ago 
Pity Nicola Sturgeon wasn't on the bonfire! 
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Pair of gay vultures hatch chick together at Artis Zoo in Amsterdam | Metro News 


Pair of gay vultures hatch chick together 


metro.co.uk 


The two vultures then took turns in 
sitting on the egg until it hatched 
(Picture: CEN) 

Two gay vultures in a long-standing 
relationship have successfully hatched 
an egg. 

Artis Zoo in Amsterdam welcomed the 
baby griffon vulture when it hatched 
earlier this week. 

Zookeepers first found the egg 
abandoned at the bottom of the aviary 
two months ago and put it in an 
incubator. 

When they noticed that two gay vultures were collecting twigs to build a nest, they decided to put the egg in the 
nest instead. 


Georgia Diebelius for Metro.co.ukThursday 1 Jun 2017 2:37 pm 



Pair of gay vultures hatch chick together 


And to the surprise of the zookeepers, the two birds then took turns in sitting on the egg until it hatched. 



Pair of gay vultures hatch chick together 


The vultures eat mostly from the 
carcasses of dead animals, which 
they regurgitate for the chick to 
devour (Picture: CEN) 

The couple have already been 
together for several years (Picture: 
CEN) 

They are now taking care of the 
chick by feeding it regurgitated 
food. 

In a statement, the zoo said the two 
fathers were ‘taking good care of 
the chick’. 


Zookeepers said that female 

griffon vultures normally laid only one egg a year which the male and female then hatched in turns over the 
course of two months. 


They added that when a male and a female formed a couple together, they generally stayed together for the 
rest of their lives. 


The zoo noted that the gay couple had already been together for several years. 

An Artis spokesperson said: This is not unusual in nature. There are often homosexual couples, especially 
among birds.’ 
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Paranormal expert wants to view actual footage after mysterious photo of girl captured in Cambridge 


Paranormal expert wants to view actual footage after mysterious 

photo of girl captured in Cambridge news10.com 
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Paranormal expert wants to view actual footage after 
mysterious photo of girl captured in Cambridge 

By Noel McLaren Published: May 2, 2017, 3:33 pm 


Updated: May 2, 2017, 5:20 pm 


CAMBRIDGE, N.Y. (NEWS10) - It’s 
a picture in the woods in Washington 
County that’s sparked hundreds of 
comments and shares on social 
media. Some say it could be a 
supernatural photo. 

The mystery of spooky things in the 
woods has attracted generations of 
intrigue. Locally, we have our own 
mystery in the forest. 

A blurry photo of a little girl deep in 

“We like to look at the actual footage from the actual camera it came from,” Greenwich Paranormal 
Research Team President Tania Woodward said. “There’s a lot of historical places and we do pick 
up a lot of stuff from that.” 

Woodward says the image, which was taken from a trail camera off of Route 74, doesn’t provide a 
lot of information for her to read. 

“Trail cams don’t take the best pictures, it’s tough.” 

She said she would like permission to visit the property with her team to determine if there is any 
possible paranormal activity, or to see if this is a real child captured by the trail camera. She says 
she has a lot of questions for the property owner who at this point wants to remain private. 

“What neighborhood kids are around? Do they have kids? What time of day it was set up? Where it 
was set up? Can we look through it to see what’s going on and do some research on the area?” 

She says with all the history in the area, paranormal activity is common. 

“We’ve experienced a lot. We’ve been to a lot of places especially out north.” 

Police say since the story broke, they’ve gotten countless calls and emails about the photo. Several 
suggest that as legend has it, a little girl was hit and killed on the train tracks that used to run 
through the area. 

Woodward says she believes there is so much interest because a lot of people have had 
experiences and now are finally coming out. 



the woods near center Cambridge has the whole town talking. 
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Paranormal expert wants to view actual footage after mysterious photo of girl captured in Cambridge 


“Because of all the TV shows everyone sees.” 

Whether there is actual paranormal activity, some Photoshop trickery, or an actual child playing in 
the woods you can depend on NEWS10 ABC to stay on top of this story and get to the bottom of it. 

NEWS10 ABC 

© 1998-2017 News10.com | Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. | All rights reserved. 
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Parents in the dog house after 'Scooby Snacks' mix-up - BBC News bbc.com 
By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


16 June 2017 

Dozens of horrified New Zealand parents are not in their children's good books after accidentally 
feeding them treats meant for dogs. 

The Wanganui Chronicle reports that the "Scooby Snack" brand treats - complete with pictures of 
Scooby Doo - were accidentally placed near the crisps and snacks aisle in a local Pak'nSave 
supermarket. It appears that customers may have mistaken them for similarly-packaged bone¬ 
shaped biscuits featuring the mystery-solving canine. 

According to the paper, the product packaging states they are a "pet food product only, human- 
friendly but not recommended", a fact not noticed by many parents until it was too late. Now notices 
have gone up in local schools advising adults to check lunchboxes. 

However, the Foodstuffs company, which owns the Pak'nSave chain, insists that the dog treats were 
not placed near the snacks meant for children, and were clearly labelled as being for pets. 

Packaging confusion 

Spokeswoman Antoinette Laird told the Newshub website that "Unfortunately it appears some 
customers mistook them for human food," and the store has now withdrawn them from sale. "On 
reflection, we can see how the cartoon characters on the packaging might be confusing!" she said. 

Parents on social media were aghast, with one saying "I wondered why my boy didn't like the taste 
of them". Another posted "A child at work had these today. By the time I saw it she had eaten all of 
them." 

One parent described the entire episode: "I was absolutely mortified when I gave them to my 
daughter. She took one bite and said, 'this is rubbish'... I looked at the packet closely and gasped, 
'Oh no, I am so sorry. I just fed you dog food'." 

According to Newshub, the Scooby Snacks "are advertised as supporting bone strengthening and 
skin- and coat-health". These are not likely to be an issue for young children, it says. 

Copyright ©2017 BBC. 
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Pasco sheriff: Men in clown, wolf masks robbed Wesley Chapel 7- 
Eleven at gunpoint 

Times staff 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 7:40am 

WESLEY CHAPEL — Pasco sheriffs deputies are searching for two armed men — one wearing a clown mask, the other a 
wolf mask — who robbed a 7-Eleven at gunpoint early Thursday morning. 

The incident took place about 1:32 a.m., deputies said, when the two men walked into the store at 27219 Wesley Chapel 
Blvd. 

The man in the clown mask pointed a Glock-style semiautomatic pistol at the clerk and demanded money, deputies said. 

The clerk emptied the cash register as instructed and the men drove away northbound in a newer model white car, 
possibly a Toyota Camry. 

Anyone with information about this incident is asked to call the Pasco County Sheriffs Office crime tips line at 1-800-706- 
2488. 

Pasco sheriff: Men in clown, wolf masks 
robbed Wesley Chapel 7-Eleven at gunpoint 
04/13/17 
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Patterns Of Death In The South 
Still Show The Outlines Of 
Slavery 

By Anna Maria Barry-Jester 
Filed under Public Health 
Published Apr. 20, 2017 

Photographs by Johnathon Kelso 



T here’s a map, made more than 150 years ago using i860 census data, that pops up 
periodically on the internet. On two yellowed, taped-together sheets of paper, the 
counties of the Southern U.S. are shaded to reflect the percentage of inhabitants who 
were enslaved at the time. Bolivar County, Mississippi, is nearly black on the map, with 
86.7 printed on it. Greene County, Alabama: 76.5. Burke, Georgia: 70.6. The map is one 
of the first attempts to translate U.S. census data into cartographic form and is one of 
several maps of the era that tried to make sense of the deep divisions between North and 
South, slave states and free. 

But the reason the map resurfaces so frequently is not just its historical relevance. 
Rather, it’s because the shading so closely matches visualizations of many modern-day 
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data sets. There is the stream of blue voters in counties on solidly red land in the 2016 
presidential election, or differences in television viewing patterns. There’s research on 
the profound lack of economic mobility in some places, and on life expectancy at birth. 



PUBLIC DOMAIN 


On major health metrics in the U.S., the shaded counties on the antebellum map still 
stand out today. Maps of the modern plagues of health disparities — rural hospital 
closings, medical provider shortages, poor education outcomes, poverty and mortality — 
all glow along this Southern corridor. (There are other hot spots, as well, most notably 
several Native American reservations. ) The region, known as the Black Belt, also 
features clearly on a new interactive created by FiveThirtyEight using mortality 
projections from researchers at the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the 
University of Washington. The projections show that, while mortality is declining 
nationally, including among those who live in the Black Belt, large disparities in 
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outcomes still exist. Over the next several weeks, we’ll be looking at some of the causes 
of these disparities in the Black Belt and talking to the communities they affect. 

Though these health outcomes are associated with race, race is not the cause of disease. 
“There are certain genetic factors, of course,” said Ali Mokdad, one of the IHME 
researchers, who previously oversaw one of the largest public health surveys in the U.S. 
“But... we like to say, ‘Diseases don’t know race.’” Instead, Mokdad said things such as 
racism, economic deprivation and poor education — measures that together are part of 
what is called socioeconomic status — are largely to blame. 



35 YEARS OF AMERICAN DEATH: Our maps show estimated mortality 
rates for leading causes of death for every county in the U.S. going back to 
1980. Read more » 


T he Black Belt was the origin and center of not only Black America, but also of rural 
Black America. Today, more than 8o percent of rural black Americans live in the 
states that form the Black Belt. Black men in the region routinely have mortality rates 50 
percent higher than the national average. 

In i860, when 76.5 percent of the people in Greene County were enslaved, the entire 
population totaled more than 30,000. Today, the county has less than a third the 
number of people it did back then, but blacks still constitute more than 80 percen :. 

The Rev. Christopher Spencer is tall and thickly built with a bald head and narrow- 
rimmed glasses. His presence is large, but never more so than when he’s swaying in 
church robes, preaching on a Sunday morning. His church, St. Matthew Watson 
Missionary Baptist, is tucked away in a clearing in the woods of Greene County, just off a 
country stretch of U.S. Highway 43 and about 30 miles from where he grew up. 

The church, which recently celebrated its centennial, still has about 130 members 
despite the shrinking of the area’s population. Preaching is Spencer’s passion, but he 
also works as a director of community development at the University of Alabama, 
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helping recruit people for studies and pushing for jobs and opportunities in the Black 
Belt. 



Christopher Spencer johnathon kelso 


The Black Belt moniker first referenced the rich, fertile soil that millions of African 
slaves were forced to work, their labor making the European settlers some of the 
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wealthiest people in the world. By the turn of the 20th century, the name had come to 
identify rural counties with a high percentage of African-American residents. “The term 
seems to be used wholly in a political sense. That is, to designate counties where the 
black people outnumber the white,” wrote Booker T. Washington in his 1901 book, “Up 
From Slavery: An Autobiography.” 

The Black Belt is filled with complicated realities. It was the center of the civil rights 
movement but still has some of the most consistently segregated schools in the country. 
White Europeans wanting to reap from its verdant soil forced millions of slaves to the 
area, but today healthy food is hard to find. Deeply rooted social networks tie people to 
the land and community, but poverty and racism led millions to leave the area in one of 
the largest internal migrations in human history. 



Fields near Eutaw, Alabama, in 2016 and 1936. johnathon kelso; library of congress 


Reporters often illuminate the problems of the U.S. health care system by looking to 
outliers, the least healthy places, such as the state of Mississippi or a parish in Louisiana. 

That makes sense; states and local governments are largely responsible for the 
education, insurance, hospitals and economics that drive health outcomes. But in the 
case of the Black Belt, those borders obscure the broader pattern: rural, Southern black 
Americans who live in communities founded on slavery routinely have some of the worst 
health outcomes in the country. 
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Some recent media coverage has focused on a disturbing rise in mortality among U.S. 
whites with a high-school education. A much-publicized series of papers by Anne Case 
and Angus Deaton showed that mortality for whites with a high school education or less 
is increasing and included a chart showing that it is now greater than mortality for 
blacks. The rise in mortality made headlines and is a concerning trend worthy of study, 
but the headlines obscured several important facts, chief among them that the chart 
showed mortality for all U.S. blacks, not only those who also have a high school 
education or less. After the authors were criticized for leaving blacks off a different chart 
in one of the papers, they told The Washington Post “the reason it’s not there — which 
we explain — is that black mortality is so high it doesn’t fit on the graph.” 

In other words, the trends — an increase in mortality for some whites, a decrease for 
most blacks — are important, but so are the absolute differences, and blacks continue to 
die younger than people in other groups. 



Snapshots from the Alabama Black Belt, johnathon kelso 


G reene County, home to St. Matthew, is fairly typical in Alabama’s Black Belt: 55 
percent of children live in poverty, and the unemployment rate is 10.6 percent, 
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more than double the national rate. There are primary care physicians in Eutaw but 
residents say they must travel to distant Tuscaloosa for most specialty care. 

Calvin Knott drives the 12 miles from his home in Forkland, in the southern part of the 
county, to attend church at St. Matthew. After decades working at the area’s power 
company, he’s spending his retirement driving a bus that takes people to and from 
medical appointments in Birmingham and Tuscaloosa. Most of the passengers are on 
Medicaid, he said. The insurance program for low-income people will pay the cost of 
transportation to some appointments, but Knott said he knows a lot of other people 
without insurance who just don’t go to the doctor. 

Under the Affordable Care Act, states can expand their Medicaid programs to include 
everyone earning less than 138 percent of the federal poverty level, but only two of the 
states that form the Black Belt, Louisiana and Arkansas, chose to do so. Knott finds that 
disappointing. “It wouldn’t benefit me, but I’d be happy for my taxes to go to helping 
other people,” Knott said. 

Experts say a long history of racism and poverty has left the region short on resources 
and high on risk factors. Smoking and poor diets, for example, likely contribute to many 
causes of mortality. But, many experts argue that these so-called lifestyle factors 
shouldn’t simply be viewed as choices people make that keep them unhealthy and that 
they’re only a small part of the bigger picture. 

Late last year, Army veteran Jimmy Edison stood up at St. Matthew and asked the 
congregation to pray for him. He was having another procedure in Tuscaloosa that week, 
something related to the open-heart surgery he’d had several years before. The church 
had been supportive in recent years, sending food to the house and praying for him and 
his wife, Dionne, after Jimmy’s heart trouble started, and they’d been moved by the 
warmth of the congregation to become members. After the service, Edison listed the bad 
habits that had led to his heart condition. He’d started drinking heavily on his days off in 
the Army, smoked since he was a teenager and always been a self-declared troublemaker 
who lived life hard. 
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Churches in rural Alabama, undated (left) and in 2016. library of congress; johnathon kelso 


After a 2010 heart attack, Jimmy’s drinking was so bad that he said they gave him beer 
at the VA hospital, afraid he’d get delirium tremens. Even so, he said his diet was the 
hardest habit to change. “I was a prolific drinker and smoker, and I had no problem 
giving that up. But the fried food, that’s the real problem,” Edison said. Sitting in the 
fellowship hall after the service, he described in glorifying detail the fried pork chops he 
missed so dearly, before explaining that his mother had also suffered from hypertension, 
diabetes and heart diseases. That family history has him convinced that there’s a genetic 
factor to his heart disease, though his diet and drinking likely made things worse. “It was 
like, I knew I was at risk, but I chose to play Russian roulette. I can’t say I didn’t know,” 
Edison said. 

The stress that evolves from years of social disadvantage can reinforce a host of habits 
that are contributing to the highest incidence of diabetes and obesity in the country, said 
Alana Knudson, co-director of the Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis at NORC, a 
research organization based at the University of Chicago. Food is “how you self- 
medicate. Sometimes we talk about people like they are doing this to themselves. But the 
reality is a lot of these people have endured some pretty challenging situations.” 
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Estimated deaths per 100,000 people from diabetes, blood and endocrine diseases, 2014 



Mortality rates are age adjusted to account for higher mortality in older populations and geographic variations in the ages of county populations. 

FiveThirtyEight SOURCE: INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH METRICS AND EVALUATION 


Cultural norms play a role as well, and residents of the Black Belt are less likely to get 
regular exercise than people just about anywhere else in the country. Some of this is 
environmental: Humid, 100-degree summer days combined with intermittent electricity 
make it hard to do much of anything, let alone go for a walk. Monika Safford, a professor 
of medicine at Weill Cornell Medical College, spent 12 years at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, researching diabetes and heart disease. She said that in surveys she’s 
done in the Black Belt, many people respond that they get no exercise whatsoever on 
most days. “It was common when we were doing trials for people to tell us they drove 
down the driveway to get their mail,” Safford said. 

People in the Black Belt don’t have higher mortality rates for every cause of death, but 
the causes that disproportionately affect them are telling. A growing body of research 
has found that generations of economic and social disadvantage can increase the risk of 
neonatal mortality. As extremely effective treatments for HIV were developed, mortality 
related to AIDS plummeted across the country, but it remains higher in the Black Belt 
than in most other places (as does HIV prevalence). 
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Estimated deaths per 100,000 people from HIV and tuberculosis 



Mortality rates are age adjusted to account for higher mortality in older populations and geographic variations in the ages of county populations. 

FiveThirtyEight SOURCE: INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH METRICS AND EVALUATION 


And cervical cancer, largely preventable, is more prevalent and deadlier in the region 
than in the nation at large. 


Estimated deaths per 100,000 people from cervical cancer, 2014 



Mortality rates are age adjusted to account for higher mortality in older populations and geographic variations in the ages of county populations. 


FiveThirtyEight SOURCE: INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH METRICS AND EVALUATION 
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D own the road from St. Matthew, Doreen Smith lives in a trailer left to her by her 
grandparents. She went to a doctor in Demopolis in 1992 when she was pregnant 
with her first child at age 16 and has taken each of her children to him since. She’s been 
told that to get prenatal care, she needs to go to Tuscaloosa, but with only intermittent 
access to a car, she said that’s always been too far. “Oh no, I’m not going all the way to 
Tuscaloosa.” 
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Doreen Smith johnathon kelso 


As a result, prenatal vitamins and the occasional checkup are the only care she’s received 
for most of her pregnancies, she said. Both teenage pregnancy and lack of prenatal care 

are considered risk factors for low-birthweight babies and other health concerns. But 
some studies have found that prenatal care doesn’t explain racial disparities in infant 

https ://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mortality-black-belt/?utm_source=fark&utnn_nnediunn=website&utnn_content=link&ICID=ref_fark 


12/14 













4/21/2017 


Patterns Of Death In The South Still Show The Outlines Of Slavery | FiveThirtyEight 


mortality, which is higher among newborns of middle-age black women than it is for 
newborns of white teenagers. Poverty, stress and trauma, as part of the cumulative 
health of a mother before and after birth, likely also factor into pregnancy outcomes. 


Infant mortality is higher for black Alabamians 

Infant deaths per 1,000 live births, 1950-2010 
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SOURCE; ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 



But health in the Black Belt hasn’t been stagnant. While infant mortality is higher there 
than almost anywhere in the country, it’s a fraction of what it was a few decades ago. The 
same goes for heart disease, the leading cause of death in the U.S. Those improvements 
are attributed to several changes, including desegregation, better housing and education. 
In fact, one of the most robust literatures on the effects of racism on health comes from 
improvements to infant mortality among black babies after desegregation. Government 
programs have also played a role, namely the birth of the community health center 
movement and Medicaid, which was created in 1965 to cover pregnant women, children 
and people with disabilities. Both government efforts coincided with the civil rights 
movement and other programs that sought to undo the effects of racism and poverty 
throughout the country, particularly the rural South. 
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But there is still a lot of need today. Spencer is trying to tackle it from two angles: 
helping people change their habits and working to stabilize and improve struggling rural 
hospitals. They are long-standing issues, but he remains hopeful they can change. “We 
just really have to galvanize interest in the area,” he said. 

In several upcoming articles, we’ll detail the complicated history of safety-net programs, 
such as Medicaid, in the area and illustrate how lack of access to health care continues to 
be an issue. Improving health in the Black Belt means recognizing the root causes: 
persistent poverty and lack of economic mobility, the challenges of living in rural 
America and a changing economic landscape that requires better education. It will also 
mean wrestling with social demons, including some that go back centuries. 

Reporting for this story was supported by the Center for Health Journalism’s Dennis A. 
Hunt Fund for Health Journalism and the Fund for Journalism on Child Well-being. 


Footnotes 

1. The map, which depicts census data, had political motivations, according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. It was drawn by pro-Union government officials 
who wanted to create a visual link between secession and slavery. 

2. Despite a scarcity of data, Native American health disparities are well documented, as are 
rampant poverty, unemployment and low educational attainment. According to the Indian 
Health Service, the life expectancies for Native Americans are 4.4 years shorter than those of 
the U.S. population as a whole. 
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Paying for Pearls Superstition 

Tags: bad luck, good luck, Protection , Superstition Nationality: American Primary Language: English Other language(s): Age: 56 

Occupation: Stay-at-Home Mother Residence: Yonkers, New york Performance Date: March 14, 2017 Print This Post USC.edU 


USC Digital Folklore Archives 

A database of folklore performances 


Informant: The informant is Janet, a fifty-six-year-old woman from Yonkers, New York. She has lived in the 
Bronx and Westchester County, New York throughout her entire life. She is of Italian descent, is married, and 
has two children. 

Context of the Performance: We sat next to each other on a couch in the living room of her house in Yonkers, 
New York over my spring break from college. 

Original Script: 

Informant: I learned that you cannot give pearls as a gift, not even anything that contains a pearl. Pearls 
represent tears, meaning sadness, so if you give someone something with pearls, they must give you money in 
compensation, even if it as little as a penny. Then, it’s like they purchased the pearls from you and did not 
receive them as a gift. My mother taught me this at home when I was a teenager when she gave me a piece of 
jewelry with pearls. She asked me for a penny. 

Interviewer: Why is this piece of folklore important to you? 

Informant: This piece of folklore is important to me because I don’t want tears brought into my life because I 
associate crying with something bad happening in my life. I also don’t want this to happen to others. I am very 
superstitious, so I feel better and safer following this tradition, even though none of my friends had heard of this. 


Personal Thoughts: I think that this piece is interesting because I had never heard of something like 
this. Providing compensation fora gift is unusual, and I have never participated in anything like that. I 
also like this tradition because while it requires the receiver to provide money, it promotes the 
selflessness of the giver. The receiver must only provide a single penny, and the giver is not only 
giving a gift but also looking out for the the luck of the receiver. 


" J Collected by Victoria Westmoreland 
Posted Monday, 1st of May 2017 at 12:25:37 AM 
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PenFed blimp, deflated, bursts into flames and crashes 
near U.S. Open at Erin Hills 


Bill Glauber „ James B. Nelson and Maddie Koss , Milwaukee Published 11:27 a.m. CT June 15, 2017 | Updated 0 minutes ago 


TOWN of ERIN - Some of the biggest drama at the U.S. Open took place in the sky just east of the course 
Thursday morning when a blimp advertising for PenFed Credit Union deflated, burst into flames and crashed. 

The blimp went down about 11:15 a.m. near Highway 83 and Highway 167. The crash site was about a mile 
from the Erin Hills golf course where thousands of people gathered for the first morning of competition. 

The pilot was transported by Flight for Life from the area of the crash just after noon. No one on the ground 
was injured. 

The pilot was the only occupant of the aircraft, and he was seriously injured with burns and other injuries, 
according to a news release from the Washington County Sheriff's Office. 

"The initial investigation reveals the blimp may have experienced mechanical problems prior to the crash," the release said, adding that the 
department "had been in contact with FAA representatives earlier in the day and determined the aircraft was lawfully operating at the proper altitude." 

The blimp was operated by AirSign, an aerial advertising firm with operations across the country. The company website says it specializes in banner, 
blimps and sky writing. 

FULL COVERAGE: 2017 U.S. Open at Erin Hills (/soorts/qolf/2017-us-ooen/) 
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(Photo: Associated Press) 



One person — presumably the pilot of the blimp— was transported by Flight for Life from the area of the crash just after noon. Mark Hoffman / Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel (Photo: Staff photo) 


The pilot remained with the blimp as it slowly descended to the ground. 

"He stayed with the blimp until it went down," a spokesman for AirSign said in a telephone interview from Florida. He said that a crew member on the 
ground pulled the pilot from the wreckage. 

The company tweeted: "Thanks to everyone for your concerns, the blimp pilot is being taken to the hospital but is expected to be OK. No details on 
cause of crash." 








H AirSign 

@AirSign 


Follow 


Thanks to everyone for your concerns, the blimp pilot is being 
taken to the hospital but is expected to be ok. No details on 
cause of crash 
10:54 AM- 15 Jun2017 

14 31 


"It started deflating, and then it started going down," said Bryan Rosine who noticed the blimp while he was 
taking a tree down. 

"They were trying to give it some throttle and it didn't go up," he said. "Then there was a bunch of kabooms 
and smoke clouds." 

Another witness, Tim Guetzke and his 16-year-old son Hunter, an incoming junior at Hartford Union High 
School, were in the area and watching the blimp. 

"The side started deflating," Tim Guetzke said. "One side was going in. As it headed toward the ground, it 
caught fire." 

"It was doing fine for hours," he said. "Hunter could see it. He said, 'Dad, it's deflating. I think it's starting on 
fire.' When you realize someone is in there it makes you sad." 

Golfer Jamie Lovemark said he saw the blimp while on the 5th hole. 

"I was teeing off and I looked up and saw it on fire and I felt sick to my stomach," he said. "I had the shakes. I felt terrible for the people inside. I didn't 
know what was going on. it was a horrible sight." 

The blimp landed in a farmer's field near a stand of trees and looked like a large deflated balloon. Videos show flames and explosions after the 
wreckage hit the ground. 

The sign on the blimp advertised PenFed Credit Union, also known as the Pentagon Federal Credit Union. The nation's third-largest credit union with 
assets of about $22 billion, PenFed serves about 1.5 million people with connections to the military and has branches in 10 states. 
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A blimp crashes during the first 
round of the U.S. Open golf 
tournament at Erin Hills in Erin, 
Wis. (Photo: Associated Press) 


Earlier Thursday morning, AirSign tweeted about the blimp's arrival and encouraged visitors to share photos. 









If you are lucky enough to be at the US Open today share your 
blimp sighting pics! @penfed #PenFedBlimp #USOpen 
#USOpen2017 #ErinHills #Golf 
7:35 AM- 15 Jun 2017 

146 102 


The blimp took off from a small privately operated air field not far from the crash site, said Dan Coffey, owner of the Air Strip WN75. 

"They were going to use it all week," Coffey said. "He was flying it for hours. I don't know if the wind caught up with him or what." 

Coffey said that the accident was extremely unusual. 

"These airships are FAA approved. They make sure that every one is inspected," he said. "This is an extremely rare accident." 

Terry Williams, a spokesman for the National Transportation Safety Board, said the agency has launched an investigation into the incident and has 
dispatched an investigator to the scene. 


USOpcn U.S. Open (USGA) 

Follow 

““ @usopengolf 



A blimp unaffiliated with the #USOpen or @FOXSports has 
crashed near Erin Hills. Pilot was injured and first responders 
are on the scene. 

9:55 AM-15 Jun 2017 

174 92 


A statement distributed by the United States Golf Association said the blimp was not affiliated with the USGAor the U.S. Open. 
"Our thoughts and prayers are with the pilot at this time," the USGA statement said. 

Earlier Thursday morning, AirSign tweeted a picture: "The beautiful @penfed blimp is flying high over the US Open today!" 


The company also tweeted a picture of the golf course taken from the blimp. 





Here's an aerial view of the US Open from the @penfed blimp. 
#PenFedBlimp #USOpen #USOpen2017 #ErinHills #Golf 
8:35 AM-15 Jun 2017 

12 11 






FOX Sports 

@FOXSports 


Follow 


A manned blimp unaffiliated with FOX Sports or the #USOpen 
crashed near the course today. We will provide more details as 
they're available. 

10:43 AM-15 Jun 2017 
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The beautiful @penfed blimp is flying high over the US Open 
today! #PenFedBlimp #USOpen #USOpen2017 #ErinHills #golf 
7:27 AM-15 Jun 2017 
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Pretty sure I just watched the blimp crash at the #USOPEN! 
Hope everybody is ok! 

9:21 AM-15 Jun 2017 

107 60 



Mike Hall 

@BTNMikeHall 


Follow 


The blimp crash was far from the course but the smoke that rose 
above the trees afterwards was terrifying. 

9:23 AM-15 Jun 2017 
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#USOpen blimp going down on fire. 

9:17 AM-15 Jun 2017 
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#USOpen A blimp has caught fire flying over the @usopengolf 
and crashed in the woods near @ErinHillsGolf . 

10:03 AM - 15 Jun 2017 ■ Mountain Home, NC 








madison seigworth 

@msiggyy 


Follow 


Just got to the #USOpen and the blimp caught fire and crashed. 
People parachuted out. 

9:19 AM-15 Jun 2017 

2,076 1,300 


Joe Taschler of the Journal Sentinel staff contributed to this report. 
Read or Share this story: http://jsonl.in/2swQDP8 
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People reveal creepy stories about driving at night | Daily Mail Online 


People reveal the creepiest things they've seen while driving at 
night 

06:20 edt, 21 May 2017 \ dailymail.co.uk 


Daily tttail 

.com 


'I saw two figures in black hooded gowns': People 
reveal the CREEPIEST things they've seen while 
driving at night - and some are straight out of a 
horror film 


• People have revealed the 'creepiest' things they've witnessed driving at night 

• The stories, posted to Reddit, are as funny as they are terrifying 

• Some might make you never want to drive alone at night through country roads 


By Esra Gurkan For Mailonline 


There is something eerie about driving at night - especially if you only have your own imagination for 
company. 


And these stories shared on Reddit may just put you off getting behind the wheel after dark. 


In a new thread on the site users have revealed describe the 'creepiest' thing they've seen while 
driving at night. 

Reddit users have revealed the 'creepiest' thing they've seen while driving at night 


From surprise scarecrows to huntsman spiders and a woman standing in a white dress in the middle 
of the road, these stories are enough to have you carpooling for the foreseeable future. 

One user revealed that they had been driving at night when they spotted an abandoned baby 
stroller on the side of the road - only later learning that it was a distraction used by gangs to rob 
people. 


Several others revealed that they had been accosted by dark figures who they bumped into 
unexpectedly on a dark country road. 

Somebody said they were driving at night when they came across a woman standing in the road 
wearing a white night dress with no shoes 

[-] cIluc U Zo mtiiy 1432 paints 1 day a go * 

Driving on a back road near Brookville, Indiana and as [ was passing a corn #ietd^ I saw something leaning out of the 
corn onto the side of the road. As I got closer | realised it was a scarecrow, i drove past it as quickly as possible. 

[■■ Awkward_Dog IMS points- 1 day ngo 

[ was driving home from work through an industrial area, quite late, as I came to a traffic circle, there was a car 
marked sideways across the road in an attempt to block the road. Two guys were standing near the car, waiting for 
someone to stop....I think the idea was to hijack the person? But I floored it and drove straight over the traffic circle 
:o get away. Rattled me for a few days. 

[-] K h-St* pCsi uni in-j 21G paintG 1 day hQiI- 

A baby stroller' on the side of the road. Almost stopped to check ft out but was rushing home. A week later I read that 
some people would leave strollers out in the open to trick passerbys to stop and then rob them, Wot sure if the one I 
saw was an actual abandoned stroller or if it was some elaborate plan to rob me. 

the windshield face first and they made direct eye contact 


One 
person 
took to 
Reddit to 
say that 
they were 
driving 
alone 
when an 
owl hit 
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[-] Zfu i j- iLiJ h rJVn k Fi ukHu F h t h 757 points, 1 div »ijy 

This is Australia. I drove about three hours at night ITorn rny father's rural property back into town. Dark all the way. I 
made no stops, it was an uneventful trip. 

Until i began to reach civilisation at last, and In the faint Illumination of motorway lights I saw a large, crumpled 
shape on the dashboard directly In front of me. It quickly resolved Itself to be a huntsman spider sitting on the dash 
with front legs raised and looking STRAIGHT AT ME. 

I hadn't opened the door in three hours. This thing had been in there with me for three hours. 

I was able to pull over soon at a service station and pump the car full of insecticide. I never found the body, 

[-] ZhI IF! y li 7 [;■ 3E-3 p^lntl 1 I'.Zy 

I work nights and one day I forgot my lunch at home. I didn't have money to spend so 1 decided to go home on my 
lunch hour and eat my sandwich on the way back. I was in a hurry so I took the back roads. At about half way there as 
I was speeding and noticed a woman in a white night dress without shoes standing in the road in the other lane. I 
stowed down as I passed her thinking she was probably drunk and didn’t want her to jump out in front of me or 
anything like that. It wasn't till later as I was on my way back that I started to think how odd it was. Why would 
someone be in the middle of the road in their bare feet at 2:30am2 But ! just reassure myself that the woman was 
probably just drunk. 

[-] fIatbask«tbaJI 973 points % day ago 

An owl hit the windshield face first. Pretty sure we both made direct eye contact. 

[-] The Ab3E h,a kt Ion 164 paints 1 day ago 

Driving at night while camping. There are no street lights. And all I see are hundreds of eyes staring back at me in the 
darkness. There were possibly hundreds of bullfrogs where v»e were camping. It's quite creepy when their eyes get 
reflected in the headlights/flashiights. 

[-] ".ri^M |J Ly 7 H i-35 p£i r iU 1 iTiy 

Used: to work second shift got off around 11:30 one night, drove over' to my girlfriend's house and stayed there for few 
hours, a pretty bad thunder storm starts tip and t decide to head home. (My dog hates storms didn't want to leave 
her alone.) 

There's two ways back to my house from hers, one runs through town and takes 20 minutes or so, one is a single iane 
dirt road and only takes about 8 minutes. This night I chose the dirt road, there are 0 houses on this dirt road for 
about an 8 mile stretch. 

It's raining hard as hell r I'm in the middle of the Alabama backwoods creeping down this diit road, f come around a 
curve and ther^ Es a vei-y large man standing right in the middle of the road, wearing a black hoodie with his hood up, 
dark colored pants, and dark shoes. [ slammed on the brakes and stopped, he takes a few steps towards my truck, 
and I freaked out and threw my truck into reverse, backed up, and he runs towards me and then darts into the woods. 

Due to being in the middie of no where I didn't have cell reception so as soon as I got home I called the cops and 
reported It. Two nights later a woman had a similar experience he actually tried to get into her car. 

Police searched the woods several times and found a "camp" but never found the guy. 

[-] Some random q uyjioi ZZ 2 points 1 day ago' 

Drove around some back roads to clear my head, pulled over and stopped. Decided to kill my tights and lean back. 5 
minutes pass i pop my seat back up. And there was an SUV parked behind me that wasn't there before, no one was in 
the driver seat. I didn't see lights coming up the road when i was parked. Tried starting the car and it struggled. It 
finally started on the third try. Drove away., nothing happened, but i watch too many movies to not fabricate a dache 
what if horror scenario in my head 

[“3 S.^*!"!.fth£rnlAyi> 77 poirttSi \ 

Two dilapidated mannequins with crudely painted on smiling facing berng used as scarecrows in front of a field way 
out in the middle of nowhere. I screamed and nearly made the person driving crash.., 

[-] kmcksa 37 polnffis 1 cjy .ago- 

A huge owl swooped down out of a tree that hung over the road in my SO 1 5 neighborhood, had about a five foot 
wingspan and eyes that were reflecting my headlights. It came about a foot away from my windshield before gliding 
over me. 

f— 1 frcOOp S3 pcir^-s 3 

I had just seen a midnight showing at the cinema with my 2 friends and the car park was almost empty. We get into 
my car, start up and a car pulls up and parks in the space next to me. I look over and there's a guy staring directly 
into my car at me and he just had a really creepy look about him . I motioned with my hand to him to see if lie wanted 
anything but he continued to stare 'without responding. We started getting freaked out at this point baring in mind it 
was almost 3am and we were m an almost empty car park. I decided just to drive off but as soon as I went he began 
to follow. He followed me all the way out of the car park, out of the junction and all the way up to a roundabout. 
Determined to lose this creep I went around the roundabout a few times and finally managed to get away. 

He may have just wanted directions or something but stal ing at 3 girls in a dark car park and following them sure is a 
weird way to go about asking. 

[Serious]What's the creepiest thing you've seen while driving at night? : AskReddit 


Another 
Redditor 
revealed 
they saw 
two 

figures in 
black 
hooded 
gowns on 
their way 
to a 

haunted 
house 
and had 
to leave 
as fast 
as they 
could 
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[-] Capc rsC aneWiM 29 points 1 day 

Being at a stop light downtown at Zara, and homeless people walk up to your window and tapping on it trying to get 
your attention and you have to just act like you dent see them r happens a lot around here. 

f- ililn <liJi rlaiuHi_lit'ILt (XiiritS 1 day h jis 

i pulled over to stop and let my friend out as we were by her house pretty much in the middle of nowhere. A man 
came up to the car and opened the door and tried to get in. Luckily the engine was still running and we drove the hell 
outta thereE Hate to think what could have happened to 2 girls! 

E-3 fedupwrt ^people 16 points I day aga 

Driving along a windy, dark, 2-lane country road: you know, the stereotypical "creepy mad at night", 1 saw a 
mannequin propped against a tree, That startled me, but I kept driving. A couple or tums/twists later, ] saw anather 
mannequin,. but this one was laying on the ground, broken in half at the waist, and one arm was detached and laying 
hali in the road. 

FHiitJttysforkrttlcs 1157 pcincs 1 day ago 

l wa& driving to see a supposedly haunted house m the middle of the woods when I saw two figures in black hooded 
gowns. I Eloped the out of there as fast as I could 

Gungaglyn, NoddyLand, Canada, 26 minutes ago 

I'd had a restless night trying to sleep and got up to go to the bathroom. As I opened the 
toilet door something brushed past me..I fumbled for the light switch..I couldn't find it! There was this 
pale white image sat on the loo looking straight at me. Then the toilet flushed by it's self..it was 
gone. I have never been constipated since. 

Redboatme, Augusta, United States, 38 minutes ago 

If you think driving on those roads at night is bad, try walking along them! I have seen the woman in 
white with no shoes, too. No idea?! 

say_what, san fran, United States, 46 minutes ago 

One time I just came home from buying an outfit I put the bag in my closet and went to shower to 
get ready for an event. I heard something in the house and crumpling of a bag so I called out my 
best friends name and my mom's since they were the only ones able to get into my house. Noone 
answered. When I came out I looked around and found my bag crumpled up in the dining room. I 
still don't know what happened. I shudder to think a stranger was in the house. 

Big Mamma Jamma, Miami, United States, 1 hour ago 

one dark night I turned the lights on in the kitchen and 2 palmetto roaches scurried under the sink 
Ripeglow, Columbus, United States, 18 minutes ago 
Lol 

Gloomsinger, Behind You, United States, 1 hour ago 

Everybody else gets to see weird stuff. Not me. I never get too see anything. I'm jealous. My life is 
ass. 

Jayne Dough, Lost Angeles, United States, 1 hour ago 
Be careful what you wish for, friend. 

Redboatme, Augusta, United States, 31 minutes ago 
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Count yourself lucky, mate. 

Mrjoshua, New York, 3 hours ago 

My ex Wife with a smile on her face. I almost needed therapy. 
cass88, Vic, Australia, 4 hours ago 

Silent scream- were there by any chances any boggy gasey marshes near by? Orbs are quiet 
famous in some old Australian ghost stories and the theory is the orbs have to do with gas from the 
marshes you may need to google it as the exact reasoning slips my mind! 

Eve, London, United Kingdom, 4 hours ago 

Ages ago, my mum told me she was driving late at night on a quiet road, when suddenly her car 
engine ground to a halt. Out of nowhere, in front of the car, a dog-like animal appeared to be 
walking across the road. It stopped, turned and look straight at her, and then walked away. Her car 
engine suddenly came on again and she sped off. She believes something supernatural took place. 

Silent Scream, Feltwell, United Kingdom, 4 hours ago 

We were followed by an orb of light for about 2 kilometres on an unlit rural road. It stayed next to us 
but occasionally raced ahead or flipped behind and passed through solid trees. I know there is/ was 
a logical explanation for it somehow but I'm yet to find one 

Redboatme, Augusta, United States, 33 minutes ago 

rural = unlit in my neck of the woods. 

Manilva, newcastle upon tyne, United Kingdom, 4 hours ago 

A few years back I was driving in broad daylight to a friend of mine. Arrived there. Rang bell. His 
wife opened the door and just slumped against the wall screaming. My friend came running into the 
hallway, stopped, saw me and vomited! His wife backed away from the door crying. "What the 
bloody Hell's going on?" I asked. My friend and his wife were sobbing and hugging each other. Then 
she told me. My father had rang to tell them he'd just identified my body. I'd been killed in an 
accident on my way to see them. Suddenly there was an explosion of loud bleeps. My bloody alarm 
clock! 

The views expressed in the contents above are those of our users and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of MailOnline. 
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More than 150 people voted for Lord Buckethead instead of Theresa May | Metro News 


More than 150 people voted for Lord Buckethead instead of Theresa 

May metro.co.uk 


More than 150 people voted for 
Lord Buckethead instead of 
Theresa May (Picture: AP) 

More than 150 people 
decided to vote for a 
candidate called Lord 
Buckethead instead of 
Theresa May. 

The prime minister’s 
Maidenhead seat had a huge 

list of candidates that came 

More than 150 people voted for Lord Buckethead instead of Theresa May nowhere near her Commanding 

37,718 votes. 

She was clever enough to distance herself well away from her rival on the stage as she gave a 
solemn speech on a terrible night for the Tories. 

But the pair were pictured together earlier and, needless to say, he was the true winner in many 
people’s eyes. 

Lord Buckethead answers a question about a golf coursehttp://metro.co.uk/video/1480839 

This is a modal window. 


It is not the first time Lord 
Buckethead has stood against the 
prime minister. 

In 1987 he secured 131 votes 
against Margaret Thatcher in 
Finchley and lost to John Major in 
1992. 

It is not the first time Lord 
Buckethead has faced a prime 

Some 25 years later the candidate was back although it is not clear if he is adopted the title or 
whether it is indeed the same Lord Buckethead. 

The Maidenhead votes 

*Theresa May (C) 37,718 (64.86%, -0.97%) 

Pat McDonald (Lab) 11,261 (19.37%, +7.49%) 



minister (Picture: AP Photo/Alastair Grant) 
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Tony Hill (LD) 6,540 (11.25%, +1.34%) 

Derek Wall (Green) 907 (1.56%, -2.00%) 

Gerard Batten (UKIP) 871 (1.50%, -6.93%) 
Andrew Knight (AWP) 282 (0.48%) 

Lord Buckethead (ND) 152 (0.26%) 

Grant Smith (Ind) 152 (0.26%) 

Howling ‘Laud’ Hope (Loony) 119 (0.20%) 
Edmonds Victor (CPA) 69 (0.12%) 

Julian Reid (Just) 59 (0.10%) 

Yemi Hailemariam (Ind) 16 (0.03%) 

Bobby Smith (ND) 3 (0.01%) 

C maj 26,457 (45.50%) 

4.23% swing C to Lab 

MORE: Theresa May says the Tories will ‘ensure 


MORE: Jeremy Corbyn tells Theresa May to quit as he says ‘politics has changed’ 
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stability’ if they win most seats 
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Persistent Bear With Taste for Brownies Refuses to Leave Woman's Home 


Persistent Bear With Taste for Brownies Refuses to Leave Woman's 

Home yahoo.com 


IMQIflE Inside Edition 
INoIUE May 9, 2017 


edition 


A Connecticut woman got an unexpected and terrifying knock on her door last week 
while she was making brownies, as a bear came by to see what she was doing. 

“My neighbor across the street just came over in a panic,” one of the resident’s neighbors said to a 
911 dispatcher. “She's a little old lady screaming that a bear got in her back porch and is slamming 
on her glass door.” 

A slim pane of glass was all that came between the woman in her Avon home and the hungry bear 
drawn to the house by the delicious smell of fresh-baked brownies. 

"The bear apparently moved the screen slider with his paw," one neighbor told Inside Edition. 

A second neighbor's call to 911 showed how desperate the bear was for a taste of those brownies. 

“We have a bear attempting to get into a house and he's not afraid of noise, screaming, or yelling, or 
pounding,” the other neighbor said. 

The 2-and-a-half-year-old bear, who had giant yellow tags hanging from his ears bearing his name 
— No. 16 — would not budge from the home, no matter how much noise the owner made. 

Bear sightings in the area are reportedly common. 
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The Curious Case of Phineas Gage's Brain : Shots - Health News : NPR 


Why Brain Scientists Are Still Obsessed With The Curious Case Of 
Phineas Gage 

2017 - 05-21 npr.org 


May 21,20175:00 AM ET 

Cabinet-card portrait of brain-injury survivor Phineas 
Gage (1823-1860), shown holding the tamping iron which 
injured him. 

Wikimedia 

It took an explosion and 13 pounds of iron to usher in the 
modern era of neuroscience. 



In 1848, a 25-year-old railroad worker named Phineas 
Gage was blowing up rocks to clear the way for a new rail 
line in Cavendish, Vt. He would drill a hole, place an 
explosive charge, then pack in sand using a 13-pound 

hide caption toggle caption metal bar known as a tamping iron. 

Cabinet-card portrait of 

b r"' i 1Z?7iZ P T eas But in this instance, the metal bar created a spark that 
holding the tamping iron touched off the charge. That, in turn, "drove this tamping 
which injured him. j r0 n up and out of the hole, through his left cheek, behind 

his eye socket, and out of the top of his head," says Jack Van Horn, an associate professor of 
neurology at the Keck School of Medicine at the University of Southern California. 


Gage didn't die. But the tamping iron destroyed much of his brain's left frontal lobe, and Gage's 
once even-tempered personality changed dramatically. 

"He is fitful, irreverent, indulging at times in the grossest profanity, which was not previously his 
custom," wrote John Martyn Harlow, the physician who treated Gage after the accident. 

This sudden personality transformation is why Gage shows up in so many medical textbooks, says 
Malcolm Macmillan, an honorary professor at the Melbourne School of Psychological Sciences and 
the author of An Odd Kind of Fame: Stories of Phineas Gage. 

"He was the first case where you could say fairly definitely that injury to the brain produced some 
kind of change in personality," Macmillan says. 


And that was a big deal in the mid-1800s, when the brain's purpose and inner workings were largely 
a mystery. At the time, phrenologists were still assessing people's personalities by measuring 
bumps on their skull. 


Gage's famous case would help establish brain science as a field, says Allan Ropper, a neurologist 
at Harvard Medical School and Brigham and Women's Hospital. 

One Account Of Gage's Personality Shift 

Dr. John Harlow, who treated Gage following the accident, noted his personality change in an 1851 
edition of the American Phrenological Journal and Repository of Science. 
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We are well acquainted with several of the 
leadiag men in the village where the above occur¬ 
rence took place, and have been assured by them 
that the statement relative to the wound and 
recovery is correct. But that there was no difference 
in his mental manifestations after the recovery, is, 
however, not true. 

We have been informed by the best authority 
that after the man recovered, and while recovering, 
he was gross, profane, coarse, and vulgar, to such a 
degree that !^s society was intolerable to deceut 
people. Before the injury he was quiet and respect¬ 
ful. If we remember correctly, the iron passed 
through the regions of the organs of Benevolence 
and Veneration, which left these organs without 
influence in his character, hence his profanity, and 
want of respect and kindness; giving the animal 
propensities absolute control in the character. The 
above report probably alludes to Intellectual “ per¬ 
ceptions,” while it erroneously uses the word mental , 
which involves all the faculties, the feelings os 
well as the intellect 


The American Phrenological Journal and Repository of Science, 
Literature and General Intelligence, Volumes 13-14 

"If you talk about hard core neurology and the relationship between 
structural damage to the brain and particular changes in behavior, this 
is ground zero," Ropper says. It was an ideal case because "it's one 
region [of the brain], it's really obvious, and the changes in personality 
were stunning." 

So, perhaps it's not surprising that every generation of brain scientists 
seems compelled to revisit Gage's case. 

For example: 


One doctor's account of the 


personality shift in Phineas Gage 
following the accident. 


• In the 1940s, a famous neurologist named Stanley Cobb 
diagrammed the skull in an effort to determine the exact path of the 


tamping iron. 

• In the 1980s, scientists repeated the exercise using CT scans. 

• In the 1990s, researchers applied 3-D computer modeling to the problem. 


And, in 2012, Van Horn led a team that combined CT scans of Gage's skull with MRI scans of 
typical brains to show how the wiring of Gage's brain could have been affected. 


"Neuroscientists like to always go back and say, 'we're relating our work in the present day to these 
older famous cases which really defined the field,'" Van Horn says. 

And it's not just researchers who keep coming back to Gage. Medical and psychology students still 
learn his story. And neurosurgeons and neurologists still sometimes reference Gage when 
assessing certain patients, Van Horn says. 


"Every six months or so you'll see something like that, where somebody has been shot in the head 
with an arrow, or falls off a ladder and lands on a piece of rebar," Van Horn says. "So you do have 
these modern kind of Phineas Gage-like cases." 



hide caption toggle caption Two renderings of Gage's skull 
show the likely path of the iron rod and the nerve fibers that 
were probably damaged as it passed through. 


Two renderings of Gage's skull show the likely 
path of the iron rod and the nerve fibers that were 
probably damaged as it passed through. 

Van Horn JD, Irimia A, Torgerson CM, Chambers 
MC, Kikinis R, et al./Wikimedia 

There is something about Gage that most people 
don't know, Macmillan says. "That personality 
change, which undoubtedly occurred, did not last 
much longer than about two to three years." 

Gage went on to work as a long-distance 
stagecoach driver in Chile, a job that required 
considerable planning skills and focus, Macmillan 
says. 
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This chapter of Gage's life offers a powerful message for present day patients, he says. "Even in 
cases of massive brain damage and massive incapacity, rehabilitation is always possible." 

Gage lived for a dozen years after his accident. But ultimately, the brain damage he'd sustained 
probably led to his death. 

He died on May 21,1860, of an epileptic seizure that was almost certainly related to his brain injury. 

Gage's skull, and the tamping iron that passed through it, are on display at the Warren Anatomical 
Museum in Boston, Mass. 

© 2017 npr 
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Pilot crashes after GPS sends him to non-existent airport in Scotland metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukMonday 12 Jun 2017 7:49 am 

Afield in Alford, Aberdeenshire (Picture: 
Geograph.co.uk) 

A pilot crashed his light aircraft after a satnav 
directed him to an airfield that ‘does not 
appear to exist’, accident investigators said. 

The 53-year-old man was attempting to fly to 
a landing strip in rural Aberdeenshire which 
was listed on the database of his Garmin GPS 
navigation device, according to the Air 
Accidents Investigation Branch in a report 
published on Friday. 

Pilot crashes after GPS sends him to non-existent airport in Scotland 

Upon reaching the destination, he could not see anywhere to land and lost control after conducting 
three orbits of the area at low altitude in search of the non-existent airfield. 

The plane plummeted to the ground, striking a wall and flipping over. 

The pilot, who holds a US flying licence, and his passenger escaped from the crash on June 23 last 
year uninjured. 




A single-engine Maule MX plane. File photo. 
(Picture: Wikimedia) 

The aircraft suffered ‘substantial damage’. 

Their flight began around 40 miles away at 
Forfar in Angus, with an intended destination 
of a landing strip near Alford, which the AAIB 
said was ‘not a recognised airfield’. 

Accident investigators were told by Garmin 
that the location was ‘not in the current 
database’ for its navigation devices. 


The AAIB report concluded: The airfield the pilot was attempting to locate does not appear to exist.’ 


©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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Watch: Pilot lands chopper next to McDonald's for burgers - UPI.com 


Helicopter pilot lands next to McDonald's for late lunch 


upi.com 


By Ben Hooper | May 15, 2017 at 1:39 PM 
Follow @oddnewsupi 



A helicopter pilot returns to his vehicle after landing 
next to a Sydney McDonald's for some food. 
Screenshot: @9NewsSyd/Twitter 


May 15 (UPI) — An Australian helicopter pilot's 
McDonald's run is being reviewed by authorities 
after he was filmed landing next to the Sydney 
eatery to pick up some food. 


Witnesses said the green helicopter landed next to 
the McDonald's in Sydney about 4:20 p.m. Sunday 
and the pilot was seen going into the eatery, 
buying some food, and exiting in the direction he 
came from — up into the air. 


A man who identified himself as Dan told KIIS-FM's 
morning hosts, Kyle and Jackie O, he obtained permission before landing his aircraft. 

"Every now and then we do that sort of stuff," the man said. "Kyle if you ever need a cheeseburger give us your 
coordinates of where you live and we'll drop in with it." 

The radio show offered $1,000 to the pilot if he called into the show. Dan asked for the reward money to be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House charity. 

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority said the landing would be considered legal if the pilot got permission from the 
landowner before touching down. Spokesman Peter Gibson said the investigation into the incident is ongoing. 

"Was it unusual? Yes. Was it unsafe? We're not in a position to say until we've looked at the footage," Gibson 
told the New Zealand Herald. 

McDonald's Australia spokeswoman Skye Oxenham seemed to indicate the chain consented to the landing. 

"We welcome all customers into our restaurants, as long as they arrive and depart safely," she told 9News. 
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Moms say this type of pizza is guaranteed to induce labor nypost.com 


By Fox News 
Contact The Author 



Pregnant and past your due date? Try hitting up Hawthorne’s New York Pizza 
& Bar in Charlotte, N.C. According to locals, the restaurant’s signature Buffalo 
Wing Pizza has the power to induce labor. 

Made with buffalo sauce, chicken and mozzarella cheese, the Buffalo Wing 
Pizza — or “the inducer,” as patrons now call it — has gained an odd reputation for sending soon-to- 
be moms straight to the delivery room. In fact, the owner of the Hawthorne’s chain, Michael Adams, 
claims that several different women have vouched for the pizza’s powers since the restaurant’s very 
first instance of buffalo-induced labor. 


“I think it’s amazing,” Adams told Charlotte Five. “When the first person posted that Buffalo Wing 
Pizza induced their labor, several new moms followed up to say the same thing. 

“I bet my wife wished she had known about the inducing pizza when she had our two kids at im¬ 
pounds plus,” he added. 

Three friends in Charlotte even claim they each gave birth within hours of eating Hawthorne’s 
Buffalo Wing Pizza — and one within minutes of finishing her first slice. 

The latest, Henley Schmiedel, wasn’t even due until April 10, but told Charlotte Five she was “just 
done with this pregnancy” by the end of March. Believing that spicy dishes have the power to induce 
labor, her friends ordered her the pizza, and lo and behold, she delivered a baby later that night on 
March 31. 


But before any more moms-to-be head over to Hawthorne’s for a slice, experts say there’s no 
evidence that any specific foods have the power to bring on a baby. 

In 2013, midwife and certified nurse Michelle Collins told Fox News that while vinegars, spices, or 
certain foods like eggplant or pineapple have been rumored to induce labor, there’s no scientific 
data to suggest eating them actually works. On the other hand, she says that bromelain, an enzyme 
found in pineapple, can “ripen the cervix” to increase the chances of a successful vaginal birth, 
though one would have to eat large quantities, and only with a doctor’s approval. 

Even if there’s no evidence to support the magical properties of “the inducer,” it’s unlikely that new 
mom Schmiedel will stop indulging her future pregnancy cravings, if only because she loves the 
taste. 


“The pizza is amazing,” Schmiedel told Charlotte Five. “It was spicy. It does have a kick to it.” 
© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
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Russian found guilty of inciting religious hatred — for playing 
‘Pokemon Go’ in church 

By David Filipov 

Moscow— washingtonpost.com 


m toaslnngton post 


When is being 
convicted of 
inciting hatred 
considered 
getting off 
easy? 


suspended sentence of 3% years Thursday after posting a video of himself playing 
a renowned Russian cathedral. 


It is when 
you’re Ruslan 
Sokolovsky, a 
22-year-old 
atheist blogger 
who received a 
‘Pokemon Go” in 



In delivering the verdict, a judge in Yekaterinburg, Russia, said that Sokolovsky had insulted the 
feelings of Christians and Muslims by “attributing to Jesus Christ the qualities of a reanimated 
zombie,” among other offenses. 

That’s what you get for posting a profanity-laced YouTube video of yourself playing an altered reality 
game that involves catching virtual monsters using your iPhone camera in one of Russia’s holiest 
places, as Sokolovsky did in August. The Church of All Saints in Yekaterinburg, 900 miles east of 
Moscow, is built on the site where Czar Nicholas II and his family were executed by the Bolsheviks 
in 1918. 


The verdict is in line with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s vision for his country as a bastion of 
conservative values, aligned with the vision of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Sokolovsky was convicted of violating a Russian law against incitement of hatred that has been 
used to prosecute government critics, and a four-year-old “blasphemy law” that was used to 
prosecute members of the punk rock collective Pussy Riot after the group staged a protest against 
Putin at an Orthodox cathedral in Moscow in 2012. 


[The ‘Pussy Riot’-inspired law that got a Russian man arrested for playing Pokemon Go] 

So why did Sokolovsky’s attorney call this “a victory” and his supporters — including Pussy Riot 
member Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, who tweeted “Yes. Hurrah. Great.” — cheer the judge’s 
decision? 

Because Judge Yekaterina Shoponyak could’ve done much worse. Prosecutors had asked for a 314 
year jail sentence. And in today’s Russia, what the prosecution wants is usually what the 
prosecution gets. 
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“We must understand that a suspended sentence today means acknowledgment of 
innocence,” said Nikolai Lyaskin, an opposition activist. 

“A suspended sentence for Sokolovsky, who did not commit any crime, is better than a real 
sentence for Sokolovsky, who did not commit any crime,” tweeted the country’s most prominent 
opposition leader, Alexei Navalny, who received a suspended sentence earlier this year for a crime 
he says he did not commit. 

Sokolovsky expressed guarded relief. 

“Of course, I am happy that they haven’t put me in prison, and of course I am happy that I got a 
suspended sentence and that I will have at least some opportunity to do things that are interesting 
for me and that might be useful both for me and for the society,” he was quoted as saying 
by Mediazona, a site founded by two Pussy Riot members. 

He said he had packed books, clothes and sundries in case he was going to prison, because “you 
never know with the Russian law enforcement system,” according to Mediazona. 

“Well, if I start making videos now, they will definitely catch me and send me to prison. So I’ll wait 
and be calm and quiet, and then we’ll see what will happen.” 

In the YouTube video, Sokolovsky dismisses warnings in the Russian media at the time that playing 
the game, which had a wild run of popularity last summer, could result in prison time. 

The video (warning: contains profanity) shows Sokolovsky playing the game in front of lit candles to 
a soundtrack that alternates between the Pokemon Go theme song, an Orthodox prayer and 
Orthodox music with a vulgar text. At the end of the clip, Sokolovsky notes that he failed to catch 
“the rarest Pokemon that you could find there — Jesus.” 

“They say it doesn’t even exist,” he says with a shrug. “So I’m not really surprised.” 

During their investigation, prosecutors added 16 other videos as evidence. In her verdict, 

Shoponyak said that Sokolovsky had “formed a negative image of believers,” “denied the existence 
of Jesus and the prophet Mohammad,” denied “the existence of God,” and “placed Jesus Christ in 
the bestiary of Japanese mythology,” according to the Yekaterinburg-based news site Znak.com. 

The church denied that it had a hand in the legal case. 

“Although the case against the blogger Sokolovsky is not over yet and the judgment in this case has 
yet to come into effect, we are against attempts to regard this legal process as the church’s trial 
against this blogger,” Vakhtang Kipshidze, deputy head of the Synodal Department for Church 
Relations with Society, told Interfax on Thursday. 

The judge’s findings brought condemnation from Amnesty International, who decried the verdict as 
“another assault on freedom of expression,” coming after Russian authorities last month banned 
Jehovah’s Witnesses as an extremist group. 

[Russia just effectively banned Jehovah’s Witnesses from the country] 

“With Sokolovsky’s conviction, the Russian authorities send a strong message to anyone who wants 
to challenge the country’s grotesque ‘blasphemy’ law,” Amnesty International said in a statement 
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Thursday. “Make no mistake, this is neither piety nor a genuine effort to protect the freedom of 
religion in Russia.” 

The organization said that Sokolovsky’s arrest and trial have resulted “in worrying self-censorship by 
media outlets” and cited as an example the decision of a Russian cable TV network not to air an 
episode of “The Simpsons” that poked fun at the Pokemon Go church case. 

But Alexander Kurennoi, a spokesman for the Russian general prosecutor’s office, told a Russian 
radio station that Thursday’s decision is “a balanced one” and that Sokolovsky is being punished 
“not for hunting so-called Pokemons” but for the “extremist messages” in his video. 

Russia is not the only country that tried to limit the Pokemon Go craze after the game was 
introduced last summer. 

A court in India said the game “tramples religious sentiments.” 

The Holocaust Museum in Washington also publicly urged people to stop catching virtual monsters 
inside its halls. 

Natalya Abbakumova in Moscow and Amy B Wang in Washington contributed to this report. 
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How Polar Bears Became the Dragons of the North 


smithsonianmag.com 


Renaissance maps depicting the “white bears” say more about our own fears and fantasies than about 
the predators themselves 



In the repertoire of Renaissance 
cartographers, fierce mythical beasts—from 
sea serpents to manticores—represented 
dangers of unknown worlds. Rather than “here 
be dragons,” one early terrestrial map of the 
Arctic warned that hie sunt ursi albi —here are white bears. Rarely seen and poorly understood, the pale 
predators signified the Arctic’s challenges to the world. 


<img src= "https://thumbs-prod.si-edn.com/q69gxU7cn2IDbhKiakB 1PO- 
GRA Q=/800x600/filters:no_upscale ()/https://public- 
media.smithsonianmag.com/filer/8a/23/8a2329a4-48fa-4066-a04a- 
247c3b24512c/header-polar-bear-maps.jpg" ait-'This celestial chart from 1687" 
item prop="image "> 


This celestial chart from 1687 is one of many 
illustrations from books, charts, and maps 
showing artists’ imaginings of polar bears. 
(Barry Lawrence Ruderman Antique Maps 
Inc.) 

By Michael Engelhard, Hakai Magazine 

smithsonian.com 

May 31,2017 

This article is from Hakai Magazine, an online 
publication about science and society in 
coastal ecosystems. Read more stories like 
this at hakaimagazine.com. 


As men ventured into the Arctic, they returned home with stories of this mysterious creature. Bolstered by the 
invention of the letterpress, interpretations of the white bear began to appear in print. Painstakingly compiled 
from hearsay, travelogues, and existing charts, these first images often contained substantial errors, which were 
then copied. Mapmakers sometimes let their imagination run rampant. Abhorring a vacuum and trying to boost 
sales, they populated empty spaces on their sheets with creatures that were part fancy, part sailors’ yarns. In an 
early version of the party game telephone, mistakes were compounded with exaggerations ever more 
outlandish. 

The region’s name itself pays homage to a northern bear. The Greek root arktikos refers to lands that, when 
viewed from the Mediterranean, lie below Ursa Major, the Great Bear. In the 1687 celestial chart by Johannes 
Hevelius, the Great Bear has a longer tail than the real animal to accommodate the constellation. 



Carta Marina , 1539 (Barry Lawrence Ruderman Antique Maps Inc.) 


The 16th-century scholar and archbishop of the 
Swedish town Uppsala, Olaus Magnus was 
famous for his Carta Marina, a splendid map of 
northern Europe published in Venice, Italy, in 
1539. Typically, Renaissance maps were printed 
in black and white and hand-colored at the behest 
of their owners, not by the publisher, and existing 
copies can therefore have different color 
schemes. Books, similarly, were sold as loose 
sheets to be bound and hand-decorated as the 
buyer saw fit. 

Though Magnus clearly labeled the bears on 
the Carta Marina as ursi albi, artisans who 
finished copies of the map colored them 
according to their own whims, sometimes in the 
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more familiar brown of European bears. The Carta Marina’s three bears are most certainly polar bears, 
however, since no brown bears lived in Iceland (Islandia). The inland bear is portrayed inside a cave or den, 
although polar bears most likely never hibernated in Iceland. Only pregnant females of this species truly 
hibernate, but historically, Iceland never had a breeding population. 



Historia de Gentibus Septentrionalibus (Description of the Northern Peoples), 1555 

(Hakai Magazine) 


In his 1555 travel guide Historia de Gentibus 
Septentrionalibus (Description of the Northern 
Peoples), Magnus describes hunters donating 
white bearskins to the high altar of the 
Trondheim cathedral in Norway, “so that during 
a period of dreadful cold the celebrant priest 
should not suffer frozen feet.” The bearskins 
probably came from Iceland or northern 
Norway. One of the bears on Magnus’s map, an 
image recycled to head a chapter in Historia, 
shown here, chews on a fish. Tellingly, that 
chapter is titled “De Ursis Piscantibus," or “Of 
Fishing Bears.” This foraging mode was, and 
still is, believed to be common, though polar 
bears mostly hunt seals. 



A 1590 map of Iceland by the Flemish cartographer Abraham Ortelius 
—who was also the first person to intuit continental drift—explains 
how polar bears got to Europe’s second-largest island, and still do: on 
sea ice floating southward and eastward from the pole, skirting 
Greenland’s north coast. The map’s legend provides details: “Huge 
and marvailous great heaps of ice brought hither with the tide from 
the frozen sea, making a great and terrible noise; some pieces of 
which oft times are fourty cubites bigge; upon these in some places 
white beares do fitte closely.” Although Icelanders quickly killed most 
of the marooned bears because they threatened their sheep flocks, 
they occasionally captured and traded orphaned cubs, or gifted them 
to European royalty, to be kept in private menageries. 


Descriptio insularum aquilonis (Description of Islands in 

the North), 1075 (Wikimedia Commons) Polar bear fossils and bones have been found far outside the species’ 
present range. They have come from the Aleutian Islands and the Bering Sea’s Pribilof Islands, from 
Scandinavia, and even the British Isles. In 2004, a fossilized polar bear jawbone 110,000 years old was 
excavated from a coastal cliff in Norway. 


Medieval and Renaissance texts and map legends also yield some important clues to the animal’s historical 
range. In about 1075 CE, for example, the monk Adam of Bremen mentions white bears as far south as Norway 
in Descriptio insularum aquilonis (Description of Islands in the North). Norway is the only place that has “white 
weasels and bears of the same color, who live in the water,” he wrote. 


Conceivably, during Europe’s Little Ice Age, polar bears were crossing the ice pack to mainland Europe or 
drifting ashore on the continental mainland at the same time as they did in Iceland. It seems that a demand for 
live cubs and polar bear skins or a shift in climate led to the animal’s extermination in mainland Norway. 


Statements about white bears in northern Norway can also be found on Angelino de Dalorto’s 1339 portolan, 
shown above, and on several later maps. Portolans are navigational charts used in the late Middle Ages that 
showed only ports and coasts in detail. As an emigrant from coastal Italy to Majorca, Spain, Dalorto cared more 
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about port towns and marine highways 
than their terrestrial equivalents. “Here 
are the white bears and they eat raw 
fish,” he remarked about Norway. 
Dalorto imagined Norway as a square, 
as shown here outlined in brown, and 
the text referencing polar bears sits just 
north of it. Unfortunately, no animal 
image comes with the annotation. 


Already in 1492, when Christopher Columbus 
embarked for the Indies, the German mariner 
and cosmographer Georg Martin Behaim had 
blazoned an animal that might be a polar bear 
near the North Pole of his 1492 Erdapfel (Earth 
Apple) globe. On an island resembling 
Greenland, an archer faces this white enigma. 
A reproduction of the globe’s design shows the 
animal with a long tail, similar to a wolfs. The 
Erdapfel (Earth Apple) globe, 1492 (Hakai Magazine) often repaired and revised original globe at the 

Germanisches Nationalmuseum in Nuremberg, however, depicts it without a tail, which would make it a polar 
bear. 


Angelino de Dalorto’s 1339 portolan (Hakai Magazine) 


With the dawn of the age of exploration, 
especially the pursuit of an elusive 
shipping passage through the Arctic, 
Europeans routinely encountered polar 
bears on the animals’ home ground. Initially, 
such voyages sought to open trade routes to 
Japan and the Indian Ocean. Later, they 
became quests for national prestige, strategic 
pursuits, or rescue missions for missing crews. 


********** 



The first image of a polar bear in North 
America proper adorns a world map from 1544, 
usually ascribed to the Venetian Sebastian 
Cabot. The son of an explorer, Cabot first 
chased the Northwest Passage funded by 
merchants and later in the service of Spain and 
England. His map has the Arctic Circle at the 
approximate latitude, and two bears just south 
of it, in what today is northern Quebec, 

Canada. “The land is very sterile. There are in 
it many white bears,” a handwritten comment 
on the map reads. The bears, with their 
tongues lolling, seem to be either salivating or 
panting. 

The first image of a polar bear in North America proper adorns a world map from 1544 ********** 

(BnF, Department of Maps and Plans, CPL GE AA-582) 


Pierre Desceliers’s sprawling and teeming 1550 mappamundi, or world map, positions fish-eating bears in 
Labrador, eastern Canada. Desceliers belonged to a group of chart makers in Dieppe, France, who broadcast 
French and Portuguese conquests in the New World through their maps. The color of these bears is off, but a 
few clues indicate they are most likely polar bears. First, the area is treeless tundra into which eastern Canada’s 
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Pierre Desceliers’s sprawling and teeming 1550 mappamundi, 
or world map, positions fish-eating bears in Labrador, eastern 
Canada. (Library and Archives Canada/NMC 44736) 


grizzly bears rarely, if ever, venture. As well, two of the three 
bears frolic on ice floes, which grizzlies reportedly never do. 

The unknown helper who colored the map likely remembered 
bears he’d seen or simply chose gray and brown because they 
better contrast with a white background. One of the few 
convincing suppositions about polar bears fishing comes from 
Labrador’s White Bear River. There, in 1775, the English fur 
trader and adventurer Captain George Cartwright found 
thousands of fresh fish carcasses and polar bear tracks, good 
evidence of the behavior in the territory’s extreme southern 
parts. 


********** 



Regiones Sub Polo Arctico from circa 1635 (Barry Lawrence Ruderman Antique 

Maps Inc.) 


growing body of knowledge from whalers and walrus hunters sailing the Arctic, depictions of the more northerly 
latitudes and their inhabitants became increasingly accurate. However, the newer maps also reveal distortions. 
In a cartouche on the Dutch atlas maker Willem Janszoon Blaeu’s map Regiones Sub Polo Arctico from circa 
1635, the dress, weapons, and faces of two indigenous hunters suggest Ottomans and might have been 
modeled on these “savage” archers. Their polar bear counterpart appears wolf like. 


Regiones Hyperboreae is a pole-centered 1616 map by the 
Flemish theologian, historian, and cosmographer to the 
court of Louis XIII, Petrus Bertius. Its bear in the margins 
rears up on hind legs—a most impressive posture—and, like 
the walrus, is rendered realistically compared to the map’s 
whale, reindeer, and wolf or Arctic fox. While biological 
knowledge gained from captive white bears had improved, 
the Arctic’s geography still held big secrets. On the Bertius 
map, a polar sea rumored to be ice-free year-round lies 
enclosed by a landmass dissected by four narrow channels. 
This fiction endured. In 1860, the American physician Isaac 
Israel Hayes tried to break through a bulwark of pack ice in 
search for this open stretch. And as late as 1913, the 
American Museum of Natural History sponsored an 
expedition to find Crocker Land, a huge island Robert Peary 
claimed to have sighted in 1906, but did not exist. 

Even this narrow cartographic slice from 1,100 years of contact between Europeans and polar bears shows that 
the white bear has meant different things to different people. Across cultures and time, its remoteness invited 


-kick'kick'k-k'k'k 



Regiones Hyperboreae is a pole-centered 1616 map by the Flemish 
theologian, historian, and cosmographer to the court of Louis XIII, 
Petrus Bertius. (Doha) 
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projection, and we eagerly saddled it with our fears, fantasies, and ambitions. Like the blank spots on explorers’ 
maps, it forever keeps us guessing its true nature—and that of the no longer so unknown North. 

Related Stories from Hakai Magazine: 

• A Renaissance Field Guide to Fantastical Fish 

• He’s Got the Whole Coast in His Hand 

• Attack of the Cartographic Land Octopus 

Current Issue | June 2017 
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Police detonate 19th-century cannonball found among antiques 


Police detonate 19th-century cannonball found among antiques yahoo.com 


AP Associated PressApril 20, 2017 

HULL, Mass. (AP) — An antiques collector in Massachusetts says he didn't realize he had an 
explosive 19th-century cannonball sitting in his home until a bomb squad detonated the device. 

WFXT-TV reports (http://fox25.com/2oXCqbh ) that Bruce Wescott, of Hull, took the cannonball to a 
gun store Wednesday trying to sell it. He found the explosive, which he believed to be from the Civil 
War, in a box of antiques he bought a year earlier but never looked through. He said the owner of 
the gun store told him the cannonball was potentially dangerous and asked him to leave. 

Wescott took the cannonball home and called police, who told him not to touch it. 

Neighbors were evacuated as a state police bomb squad removed the device, took it to a landfill 
and blew it up. 


Information from: WFXT-TV, http://www.myfoxboston.com 
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Police discover an elderly man's body in prison museum | Daily Mail Online 


Police discover an elderly man's body in prison museum 'dungeon' 

ii:55 edt, ii June 2017 1 dailymail.co.uk 


• The body was found at the Tolhouse Museum in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 

• Two ambulances and four police vehicles, including a forensics van, were called 

• Cause of death is not yet known but police say it is not thought to be suspicious 

By Harvey Day For Mailonline 

An elderly gentleman was found dead in the 'dungeon' of a museum by police on Saturday. 

The Tolhouse Museum in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk posted, on Twitter: 'Due to unforeseen 
circumstances the Tolhouse Museum is closed at this time. We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.' 


Two ambulances and four police vehicles, including a forensics van, were spotted on the scene. 




An elderly gentleman was found dead in the 
'dungeon' (pictured) of a museum by police 
on Saturday 


The cause of death is not yet known but 
police say it is not thought to be suspicious 


The cause of death is not yet known but 
police say it is not thought to be suspicious. 


They are continuing to investigate and a file 
is being prepared by the coroner. 


The Tolhouse is one of the country's oldest 
prisons and features a 'dungeon' complete with 
gallows and a hangman's noose. 


It is run by the council and allows visitors to explore 
the town' story of crime. 


The Tolhouse is one of the country's oldest prisons 
and features a 'dungeon' complete with gallows and 
a hangman's noose 


The museum was built 800 years ago and has stone 
walls, finely carved doorway and arched windows. 


The building has a long association with the law, as the courtroom for various different types of 
courts, the town gaol with the notorious dungeon known as ‘the hold’ and a police station. 


Since the 1880s, the building has housed a museum. 


One recent Facebook post for a Terrifying Torture! exhibit said: 'Not for the faint hearted! Make your 
own mini grisly torture devices and find out the scary and bizarre world of a medival torturer.' 
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Police discover an elderly man's body in prison museum | Daily Mail Online 



The Tolhouse Museum in Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk posted, on Twitter: 'Due to 
unforeseen circumstances the Tolhouse 
Museum is closed at this time. We apologise 
for any inconvenience caused' 



Pinned Tweet 

Tolhouse Museum @tol house museum 5h 

Due to unforeseen circumstances the Tolhouse Museum is closed at this time. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused 
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Police filmed chasing pigs through streets of Redbridge, east London | Metro News 


Police filmed chasing pigs through streets of east London metro.co.uk 


Harley Tamplin for Metro.co.ukThursday 13 Apr 2017 12:26 pm 

Carnage (Picture: Twitter) 

Sometimes the jokes just write themselves. 

In a perfect moment, two police officers were filmed chasing a 
runaway pig in Redbridge, London. 

The hilarious clip that looks like it has come straight out of a 
comedy movie was captured by a parked cop car’s dashcam, 
and posted on Twitter. 

Sit back and enjoy the video - we’ve even added a slow-mo 
version so you can fully appreciate it. 



Police filmed chasing pigs through streets of 
east London 



Twitter / Roads&Transport MPS 


No pigs were harmed in the 
making of this video (Picture: 
Twitter) 

The two officers can be seen 
trying to grab the escaped pig 
as it trots away from them. 

Hilariously, a jogger races into 
the animal’s path and looks 
like he’s considering being 
the hero, before having 
second thoughts and darting 
out of the way at the last 


second. 


‘Officers attended the scene and the pig was safely recaptured and returned to the nearby land 
that it had escaped from.’ 
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Police remove 'angry' beaver that stopped traffic in Barrie, Ont. | CTV News 


Published Tuesday, May 9, 2017 10:32AM EOT 


ctvnews.ca 


Police remove 'angry' beaver that stopped traffic in Barrie, Ont. 



CTV National News: Decoding the beaver's genome 


BARRIE, Ont. - Police say officers 
had to remove an angry beaver that 
stopped traffic north of Toronto. 

Barrie, Ont., police say they were 
called to a roadway around 9:30 
p.m. last Friday where officers had 
to use batons to coax the beaver off 
the road. 

They say the beaver came back 
onto the road, stopping traffic yet 
again. 


They say officers called animal control and then boxed up the rodent and released it back into the 
wild. 


Police say local roads are safe again. 


MYNEWSO 
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Polynesian People Used Binary Numbers 600 Years Ago - Scientific American 


Polynesian People Used Binary Numbers 600 Years Ago scientificamerican.com 


The base-2 system helped to simplify calculations centuries before Europeans discovered it 


• By Philip BallNature magazine on December 16, 2013 


1010101100101011100110111010001101001011011 ' Credit: Carolyn Williams/Flickr 


1011010000110010101110100011010000110010101 

10011Q010Q8BG01101110011011 11 01 1000100110111 
300100000011 1010001101000011001010010000001 
101000110111 10010000001 1100110111010101 1001 
30101010001101G0B01100101001000800111001101 
3000001100001011011100)100100001600000110001 
1001000000110111101100110801000000110111101 
3010101101111011101010111001100100000011001 


Binary arithmetic, the basis of all virtually 
digital computation today, is usually said to 
have been invented at the start of the 
eighteenth century by the German 
mathematician Gottfried Leibniz. But a study 
now shows that a kind of binary system was 
already in use 300 years earlier among the 
people of the tiny Pacific island of Mangareva 
in French Polynesia. 


30110OIOIB01011B00BB0110I0B0B1010B1B0I mol The discovery, made by analysing historical 
records of the now almost wholly assimilated Mangarevan culture and language and reported in 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, suggests that some of the advantages of the 
binary system adduced by Leibniz might create a cognitive motivation for this system to arise 
spontaneously, even in a society without advanced science and technology. 


Pure binary arithmetic works in base 2 rather than the conventional base 10, which many cultures 
have adopted possibly as a consequence of counting on ten fingers. With base 2, numbers are 
enumerated as powers of 2: instead of units, tens, hundreds (102) and thousands (103), the digits of 
a binary number refer to 1 (20), 2 (21), 4 (22), 8 (23) and so on. 

Every number can be represented in this way using just Is and 0s, which is why they can be 
encoded in computers in a system of on-off electrical pulses or switches. The number 13 in binary 
is 1101 (23 + 22+(0 x 2) + 1), for example. 


Leibniz pointed out in 1703 that to do simple arithmetic in binary, such as addition and multiplication, 
you don’t need to memorize such rules as 5 + 4 = 9, or 6 x 7 = 42. Instead, you need only apply a 
few simple rules. For addition, say, you just add the Is and 0s, remembering that 1 + 1 = 1 in the 
next position; for example, 100 + 101 = 1001. 


Mixing systems 

The downside to binary is that large numbers require lots of digits. But according to psychologists 
Andrea Bender and Sieghard Beller of the University of Bergen in Norway, the authors of the latest 
study, the Mangarevan people found an ingenious answer to that, which they were apparently using 
even before 1450 AD. 


Mangareva is a volcanic island whose first settlers arrived around 500-800 AD. It probably had a 
population of several thousand before substantial interactions with Europeans began in the 
eighteenth century. Its highly stratified society survived mostly on seafood and root crops, and 
needed a number system to quantify large transactions in trade and in tributes made to chieftains. 
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Only about 600 Mangarevan speakers now remain on the island, and in any case its indigenous 
number system has long been superseded by Arabic digits because of the influence of French 
colonialism. But Bender and Beller have reconstructed it from descriptions written by (mostly 
European) authors in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

They find that the former Mangarevans combined base-10 representation with a binary system. 

They had number words for 1 to 10, and then for 10 multiplied by several powers of 2. The word 
takau (which Bender and Beller denote as K) means 10; paua (P) means 20; tataua (T) is 40; and 
varu (V) stands for 80. In this notation, for example, 70 is TPK and 57 is TK7. 

Bender and Beller show that this system retains the key arithmetical simplifications of true binary, in 
that you don’t need to memorize lots of number facts but follow only a few simple rules, such as 2 x 
K = P and 2 x p = T. 

Although this system has its drawbacks, “the advantages outweigh the disadvantages”, the authors 
told Nature. 

Cultural factors 

Cognitive scientist Rafael Nunez at the University of California, San Diego, points out that the idea 
of binary systems is actually older than Mangarevan culture. “It can be traced back to at least 
ancient China, around the 9th century BC”, he says, and it can be found in the / Ching, a millennia- 
old Chinese text that inspired Leibniz. Nunez adds that “other ancient groups, such as the Maya, 
used sophisticated combinations of binary and decimal systems to keep track of time and 
astronomical phenomena. Thus, the cognitive advantages underlying the Mangarevan counting 
system may not be unique.” 

All the same, say Bender and Beller, a ‘mixed’ system such as this is not easy, nor an obvious set¬ 
up to create. “It’s puzzling that anybody would come up with such a solution, especially on a tiny 
island with a small population,” Bender and Beller say. But they add: “This very fact also 
demonstrates just how important culture is for the development of numerical cognition — for 
example, how in this case dealing with big numbers can motivate inventive solutions.” 

Nunez agrees; he adds that the study shows “the primacy of cultural factors underlying the invention 
of number systems, and the diversity in human numerical cognition”. 

This article is reproduced with permission from the magazine Nature. The article was first published 
on December 16, 2013. 

© 2017 Scientific American, a Division of Nature America, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved. 
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Gov. Matt Bevin's solution to violence: West End prayer patrols 


Gov. Matt Bevin's solution to violence: West End prayer patrols 
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Gov. Matt Bevin's solution to violence: West End prayer patrols 

Gov. Matt Bevin said in a jam- 
packed meeting Thursday that his 
plan to confront Louisville's growing 
violence is to have roaming prayer 
groups in the West End. 

Bevin urged faith leaders, public 
officials and residents to take a 10- 
block span, walk corner to corner, 
and pray with the community two to 
three times a week during the next 
year. 

He said later Thursday that the 
walks are meant to be organic and 
won't necessarily be led by his 
office. He didn't specify a start date 
but suggested that local churches 
should get involved with the effort. 

"I'm going to ask you to walk that 
block, do it at the same time every 
single week," Bevin said. "I'm going 
to ask you to stick with your block all 
year." 

Mayor Greg Fischer, who was not at Bevin's meeting, said solutions to violence "are many, but a lot 
of them require resources obviously" from housing to education and health care. He said his 
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Gov. Matt Bevin's solution to violence: West End prayer patrols 



administration always encourages 
residents to get more involved with 
the Office of Safe & Healthy 
Neighborhoods and other 
community programs. 

"This is not going to be solved 
overnight, so if anybody wants to 
help, we welcome you," Fischer 
said. 

Bevin pointed to several West End 
ZIP codes in need of the spiritual 
actions he outlined — he suggested 
10 or more walks in 40203, 40210, 
40211,40212 and 40215 in his 
document titled "Reclaiming Our 
Communities." 

One man prays on his knees during 
Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin's speech 
about a way to help curb violence 
Thursday morning at Western 
Middle School. 

At least 400 people crammed into 
Western Middle School's auditorium 
to listen to the governor's speech, 
which was met with hecklers, 
applause and, occasionally, 
standing ovations. 

Toya Johnson, a retired bus driver, 
said the problems are not only 
violence but also drugs and 
homelessness. She thinks investing 
money in the West End is a better 
solution. 


During the speech, Johnson yelled out, calling Bevin a "hyprocite." Others called out, asking if Bevin 
was going to participate in the block walks. 


“He doesn't care about the West End,” she said after walking out early. “He is an insult to Louisville. 
...He won’t come down and walk with us.” 

Micheshia Norment, whose 7-year-old son Dequante Hobbs was killed by a stray bullet last week, 
was sitting in the front row of the auditorium. Cierra Miller, who lost her 16-month-old 
daughter Ne’Riah in August 2014, was also present. 
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Norment said Bevin's plan was a 
"good thought" but was skeptical of 
how it would work. She said she 
doesn't see his plan effecting 
change. 

"It doesn't matter if it's practical or 
not," Norment said. "It won't bring 
my son back." 

Thirty minutes before the meeting, 
the West Louisville Ministers 
Coalition held a pre-press 
conference rebuking Bevin's 
approach to solving the violence. 
The ministers suggested 10 ways 
for Bevin to curb the killings. 

"If you are serious about fixing 
violence in west Louisville, then you 
must have the courage to address 
its root causes of injustice and 
racism," the Rev. Clay Calloway 
said. 

Rashaad Abdur-Rahman, director of 
Safe & Healthy Neighborhoods, 
which leads many of Louisville 
Metro's anti-violence programs, said 
while going into the governor's 
meeting that many of Bevin's 
comments were worrying. 

"Unfortunately, I think he's already 
indicated that he's not interested in 
bringing resources to the table," 
Abdur-Rahman said. "He's really 
having an oversimplified discussion 
about a cultural and spiritual deficit, 


which is really irresponsible at the end of the day." 


Bevin said he would like those who want to get involved to contact his office to see what blocks they 
can take. 


"I'm just asking you to genuinely pray for the people on that block," Bevin said. 

At a press conference at Shawnee Park following the event, he said there isn’t going to be a 
particular group or government agency tasked with organizing these block walks and signing up 
volunteers. 
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“I’m not going to have a 
commissioner of prayer walks,” he 
said. “We’re not going to have 1-800 
numbers and websites. 

“You don’t need permission from me 
how to do it. You know, you walk to 
a corner, pray for the people, talk to 
people along the way,” he said. “No 
songs, no singing, no bullhorn, no T- 
shirts, no chanting. Be pleasant, talk 
to the people, that’s it.” 




As of Thursday morning, Louisville 
Metro Police had handled 52 
criminal homicide investigations, 
according to a Courier-Journal 
count. That put the department on 
pace to surpass the 118 
investigations last year, the most in 
the department's 14-year history. An 
additional 145 people had been shot 
through April. 


Rev. Clay Calloway spoke for more 
than a dozen ministers 
before the start of Gov. 
Matt Bevin's ideas on how 
to curb violence. Calloway 
said Louisville's West End 
is a 'low-to-no opportunity 
community' and that 
economic means are 
needed to improve lives 
and help lessen 'the 
nihilism' that lack of 
opportunity and hope 
creates 

(Photo: Matt Stone/CJ) 

Calloway, an associate pastor at St. Stephen Baptist 
on South 15th Street, exited the meeting with Bevin after about an hour, saying he needed a “barf 
bag” because he was sick of the governor’s religious overture. He and a group of clergymen 
admonished Bevin for failing to offer any political solutions as an elected official. 


Buy Photo 


“He didn’t say anything of substance,” Calloway said. “He has a responsibility to produce public 
policy, regulation and provide resources. We don’t need a sermon or him quoting Scripture, we 
know the Bible and we’re already praying.” 


But some people left the event encouraged by Bevin’s remarks. 
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Demetrius Gray, CEO of Reliant Exteriors, 538 S. 
26th St., said the governor was sending a message 
to faith leaders outside of western Louisville to get 
more involved. He said his company will seek to 
adopt two blocks in the Russell neighborhood 
because of Bevin's remarks. 

“We probably could be doing more and I did feel 
challenged in that way,” said Gray, who attends 
Southeast Christian Church, which Bevin also 
attends. “And to be honest, it’s the first time we’ve 
ever been asked.” 

The meeting — which Bevin initially said would be 
closed to the media — was open because the governor's spokeswoman, Amanda Stamper, signed 
a contract on May 25 to use the Western Middle School auditorium, according to documents 
obtained by the Courier-Journal. The terms and conditions of the Jefferson County Public Schools 
contract specified that "all meetings shall be open to the public." 

Metro Councilwoman Angela Leet, a Republican who has called for Louisville police Chief Steve 
Conrad to resign over the homicide rate, said the governor displayed courage by talking so openly 
about the role faith must play in combating violence. 

“For a politician to step out and wear his spirituality on his sleeve I thought was a good thing, and 
I’m motivated on how to adopt a block and take that first step,” she said. 

Leet, who represents the 7th District in eastern Louisville, said Bevin’s message wasn’t to 
undermine the work West End ministers or others are currently doing. She said it’s difficult to have 
these conversations given Louisville’s deeply segregated neighborhoods. 

“We have tension in this community,” Leet said. “If we don’t acknowledge there’s tension among the 
races here, we are never going to move forward. And that was part of what I heard today.” 

Asked about residents upset with the governor's speech, Fischer said Louisville has a very strong 
faith community but that there are legislative solutions state leaders could take up. He mentioned 
that his administration has sought stiffer sentencing for felons who commit a crime using a firearm. 

Earlier this year, Fischer's office also said it wanted to talk with state lawmakers about a proposal to 
require that all gun transactions in the city go through a licensed firearms dealer. The mayor also 
said last year that he supported giving Louisville the ability to pass local gun control measures. 

Courier-Journal reporters Morgan Watkins and Allison Ross contributed to this article. Reporter 
Phillip M. Bailey can be reached at 502-582-4475 or pbailey@courier-journal.com. Reporter Justin 
Sayers can be reached at 502-582-4252 orjsayers@courier-journal.com. Reporter Thomas Novelly 
can be reached at 502-582-4465 or tnovelley@gannett.com. 



(Photo: Matt Stone/CJ) 
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Psychic trying to prove his immortality stabs himself to death | Metro News 


Psychic trying to prove his immortality stabs himself to death 


metro.co.uk 


Tob y Meyjes for Metro .co.ukTuesday 25 Apr 2017 3:08 pm 

The sword is supposed to break during the act (Picture: Mercury) 

A psychic medium has died after accidentally stabbing himself in the heart while 
trying to prove his immortality, it has been reported. 

j Theprit Palee, 25, had been performing the traditional spirit dance in front of spectators 
in Chiang Mai, northern Thailand, yesterday afternoon when the accident occurred. 

The folk ritual is believed to honour the ghosts of ancestors and in previous shows the 
blade of the sword broke when it was pressed against his chest. 

But on this occasion the act went wrong and the weapon failed to snap causing the 25- 
year-old to stab himself in the chest. 

The story was published by Sanook.and English-language website Coconuts, which both 
_ , i .. reported that the medium was pronounced dead in hospital. 

Psychic trying to prove his ^ 
immortality stabs himself to 
death 




The 25-year-old 
died from his 
wounds (Picture: 
Mercury) 

According to a 
resident 
called Noom 
Udorn, Mr 
Palee had 
provided 
readings for 
several years to 
local people. 



Psychic trying to prove his immortality 
stabs himself to death 


‘This is a tradition 

that happens every year. The sword normally breaks but this time it went inside 
him,’ he said. 

The medium has been respected for many years. People love him. He is one of 
people’s favourites.’ 

Deputy Police Inspector Chaiwat Phan said officers arrived at the San 
Kamphaeng district of the province at 3pm on April 24 and found the medium 
bleeding. 

He said: ‘We were informed that a man armed with a knife had stabbed himself. 
We are coordinating with the hospital while an autopsy is performed. 

There were people at the scene helping Mr Palee but he died later in hospital. 

He had a stab wound to the chest.’ 
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Bigelow Aerospace, Time To Put Up Or Shut Up About UFOs 


Bigelow Aerospace, Time To Put Up Or Shut Up About UFOs 
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IBT. Andrew Whalen 

International Business TimesMay 30, 2017 



Bigelow Aerospace founder and 
president Robert Bigelow recently 
spoke with '60 Minutes' and discussed 




his long-held belief that alien UFOs 
have and are visiting Earth. But he's 
not just another UFO enthusiast, 
Bigelow has privatized piles of 


p 


relevant evidence. Whatever he 
o'-./ knows, he should tell us. 


. y 


On 60 Minutes Bigelow Aerospace 
president Robert Bigelow said “there 
has been and is an existing presence 


an ET presence” on or around Earth. “I’m absolutely convinced. That’s all there is to it,” Bigelow told 
Lara Logan. 

Bigelow, whose company has partnered with NASA and Elon Musk’s SpaceX to test their immense, 
expandable spaceship habitats, inflated in orbit, has been a believer in UFOs as extraterrestrial 
phenomena since his grandparents reported encountering a craft that “sped up and came right into 
their face and filled up the entire windshield of the car.” 

But Bigelow’s belief in extraterrestrials visiting Earth go far beyond conclusions reached from family 
anecdote and the public record, or so he implies. “I spent millions and millions and millions — I 
probably spent more as an individual than anybody else in the United States has ever spent on this 
subject.” 

Through his now-defunct National Institute for Discovery Science, Bigelow collected hotline reports 
of UFO sightings and precipitated a minor scandal in UFO circles by allegedly buying Mutual UFO 
Network case files from an inside source. He’s even bought up physical evidence and worked it out 
so the FAA submits UFO sightings directly to Bigelow Aerospace, since there’s no government 
entity accepting them. 

It’s likely the evidence Bigelow has amassed doesn’t conclusively prove extraterrestrials are visiting 
Earth, although it sure seems to have convinced him. When Logan asked if he’s risking anything by 
taking a public stance that UFOs are visiting Earth, Bigelow said, “I don’t give a damn. I don’t care.” 

“It’s not going to make a difference. It’s not going to change reality of what I know,” he said. “You 
don’t have to anywhere... it’s just like right under people’s noses.” 

If whatever Bigelow has found is so compelling, perhaps it’s time he share. Instead, Bigelow 
repeatedly hints at big secrets, sufficient for absolute certainty, that he’s simply not telling. The 
absence of evidence would be sufficient to dismiss most other UFO boasts of this nature. But in 
Bigelow’s case it’s not simply a naked claim, but one backed by an aerospace billionaire (perhaps 
the industry most entwined with government) who has spent years privatizing vast troves of UFO 
evidence. 
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Bigelow should make a choice between revealing what he knows — even if it means burning 
sources or leaking classified information — and relinquishing the rhetoric of certainty and 
insinuation. Otherwise we might be lead to the conclusion that Bigelow is deliberately withholding 
from the population of Earth the most important truth in the history of our species. 

And if Bigelow won’t do it for us, he should do it for himself. In 1968 Daniel Ellsberg, who would later 
leak the Pentagon Papers to The New York Times, provided some advice to Henry Kissinger about 
the psychological toll classified secrets can take: 

“It will have become very hard for you to learn from anybody who doesn't have these clearances. 
Because you'll be thinking as you listen to them: 'What would this man be telling me if he knew what 
I know? Would he be giving me the same advice, or would it totally change his predictions and 
recommendations?' And that mental exercise is so torturous that after a while you give it up and just 
stop listening. ” 

Kissinger didn’t take the advice. Bigelow now has the chance to make a different choice, by 
providing the transparency the public is owed on the UFO question, especially because the 
government won’t. Bigelow, it’s time to put up or shut up. 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


https://www.yahoo.com/news/bigelow-aerospace-time-put-shut-235625996.html 



5/23/2017 


Puzzled Russians hail a bus, board a hearse - BBC News 
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Busses are not usually 
the most comfortable 
modes of transport, but 
some in the Russian 
city of Omsk are 
making passengers 
particularly uneasy. 


In some cases, instead 
of the usual seats lining 
both sides of the bus all 
the way to the back, 
passengers have found 
"a weirdly disguised back hatch, no seats at the back, and extra radiators", the news portal 
Superomsk.ru wrote. 


The buses, run by private companies, appear to have lived a previous life as a hearse, with a hatch 
to enable undertakers to load a coffin on and off, benches instead of seats at the back to enable 
mourners to sit on either side of the deceased, and curtains to afford the mourners some privacy. 


In Russia, it's a long-standing practice for mourners and the deceased to travel to a funeral in the 
same vehicle, so all this is what one would normally expect from a hearse, rather than the bus for 
your morning commute. 


The unsettling news has been shared on the Russian social media network VKontakte, where the 
pictures have elicited wry responses: 


"They are preparing Omsk residents for a bright future," one user said. 


Another joked that given the condition of Omsk roads, "this could prove very useful". 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external 
linking. 

Image copyright Wikimedia/Artem Svetlov 
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Watch: Reticulated python found in Marriott room drawer - UPI.com 


Workers find abandoned snake in Massachusetts hotel room drawer upi.com 

April 12 (UPI) -- Cleaning staff at a Massachusetts hotel discovered a 5-foot reticulated python 
abandoned in a drawer inside a room that had recently been vacated. 

Rod Dazivasen, general manager of the Central Mass. Aquatics pet store, said animal control 
officers were called April 5 to the Marriott Residence Inn in Worcester to remove what was initially 
thought to be a 5-foot-long ball python from a drawer in one of the hotel's rooms. 

"He may be two years old but he's not an old snake," Dzivasen told the Worcester Telegram & 
Gazette. "Why on earth they had him in a hotel room is beyond me." 

Police said they were unable to locate the person who had been staying in the room. 

"We tried to find the owner, but he gave the clerk a fake name and just disappeared," animal control 
officer Patrick Cherry told The Boston Globe. 

Richard Wilson, owner of Central Mass. Aquatics, said the snake is now being taken to New 
England Reptile Distributors in Plaistow, N.H., after experts identified it as a golden child reticulated 
python, which can grow to up to 18 feet long and are illegal to keep without a permit in 
Massachusetts. 

April 12 (UPI) -- A girl escaped injury when she fell out of her harness on a giant swing ride at a fair 
in Paris and ended up dangling by her feet. 
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“Rabbit Rabbit” Superstition 

Tags: good luck, Protection , Superstition Nationality: American Primary Language: English Other language(s): Age: 56 Occupation: Stay- 
at-Home Mother Residence: Yonkers, New York Performance Date: March 14, 2017 Print This Post USC.edU 


USC Digital Folklore Archives 

A database of folklore performances 


Informant: The informant is Janet, a fifty-six-year-old woman from Yonkers, New York. She has lived in the 
Bronx and Westchester County, New York throughout her entire life. She is of Italian descent, is married, and 
has two children. 

Context of the Performance: We sat next to each other on a couch in the living room of her house in Yonkers, 
New York over my spring break from college. 

Original Script: 

Informant: I was taught a habit of making sure that the first two words I say at the start of each month are 
“Rabbit, rabbit.” Doing this apparently provides good luck for the month. I learned this idea from one of my co¬ 
workers at American Home Products Corporation in 1980. I have followed it ever since. Later, another one of 
my co-workers from England said that they only say “Rabbit, rabbit” on the first of March in England. I don’t 
know which story is “true,” so I say these words every month just to be on the safe side. 

Interviewer: Why do you like this piece? 

Informant: I likes this piece because I was told that if she were to start the month off with this phrase, I would be 
safe throughout the month. So I likes this piece of folklore because it gives me peace of mind. It’s almost like a 
security blanket for the month in my opinion. I even have a paper on my bedside table where I wrote “Rabbit 
Rabbit” so that I don’t forget to say it. 


Personal Thoughts: What interests me about this piece is that the words she says are “Rabbit Rabbit.” 
Why would the tradition be to say that specific word, and why twice? I looked into it online and found 
an article written by a woman whose family follows this tradition as well. She, however, only says the 
word once. She found that this sort of superstition has been around for hundreds of years and 
originated in England and that some say the word three times in a row. Yet, the meaning behind saying 
that particular word is unknown, though it might suggest jumping into the future of the new month 
with happiness. For more information on her experience and research, visit 
https://newengland.com/today/living/new-england-environment/ rabbit/. 


J “ Collected by Victoria Westmoreland 
Posted Monday, 1st of May 2017 at 12:25:37 AM 

Comments are closed. 
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Radioactive Boy Scout” regularly visited by FBI for a decade, father says | Ars Technica 


“Radioactive Boy Scout” regularly visited by FBI for a decade, 

father says arstechnica.com 

David Charles Hahn, who was nicknamed the “Radioactive Boy Scout,” received regular visits from 
the FBI for nearly a decade from 2005 through 2015, Ars has learned. 

Hahn, who was profiled by Harper’s Magazine in 1998 for his attempts to build a homemade 
breeder nuclear reactor in his mother’s backyard shed, passed away late last year in Michigan at 
the age of 39. Last month, Ars reported that Hahn did not die as a result of radiation poisoning. 

Upon his death, we filed numerous Freedom of Information Act requests with various federal 
agencies, including the FBI. Amongst the documents we received were three FBI reports dating 
between 2007 and 2010. They detail three separate instances when people reported to law 
enforcement that they believed that Hahn may be trying to restart his nuclear activities. When local 
and federal authorities investigated, they found no such evidence. 

With these reports, Ars contacted Kenneth Hahn, David’s father. He said he had never seen these 
documents before. 

However, the elder Hahn told Ars that, upon his son’s return from military service in 2005, David 
would receive regular, unannounced visits from the FBI at least annually. The FBI would interview 
David and search for any evidence of nuclear material. 

“Each time they were really hoping to find something,” Kenneth Hahn told Ars, adding that the 
searches took two to three hours. 

When the FBI would turn up, Kenneth would drive over to his son’s house, just a half-mile away, and 
sit in his own car and watch. Kenneth said that the FBI team was always professional, but he felt 
frustrated by the frequency with which these searches happened. He was also frustrated that the 
federal agents frequently brought numerous law enforcement cars and search dogs with them. 

“That would drive you nuts, wouldn’t it?” he said. 

Kenneth Hahn said that the teams were always lead by Mark Davidson, a special agent with the FBI 
based in Detroit. Ars reached Davidson, who declined to comment, and referred us to the FBI’s 
press office in Washington, DC. 

“The FOIA documents speak for themselves and we do not have an additional comment to provide,” 
a spokesman e-mailed. 

“Does not possess any nuclear materials” 

The earliest of the documents date back to April 23, 2007. That’s when someone (the name is 
redacted) reported to the FBI in Toledo, Ohio, that Hahn was mentally unstable and was again 
attempting to build a nuclear device. According the report, the person told the FBI that Hahn was 
“using cocaine heavily and is not taking his prescribed medication for a mental illness.” 

That same day, someone (again redacted) also walked into the sheriff’s office in Montgomery 
County, Texas, to make a similar allegation about Hahn and his purported attempts to restart his 
experiments. That report specifically said that Hahn kept a “small nuclear reactor” in his freezer. The 
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witness described the reactor as the “size of a basketball.” The next day, law enforcement went to 
Hahn’s apartment to run radiological tests, but found nothing. 

The FBI reached Hahn by phone—he was out of town—and he told them that he “does not possess 
any nuclear materials and does not intend to acquire any nuclear materials.” 

Similarly, a 2010 FBI report indicates that a Shelby Township police detective believed that Hahn 
was again trying to conduct nuclear experiments. No such evidence was ever found. 

When Ars sent these reports to Kenneth Hahn, he said that he believed that they were made by 
former shipmates and friends of his son’s, who served with him aboard the USS Enterprise. 

Kenneth believed that those friends were “trying to get him help” by reporting him to the authorities. 
However, Kenneth added, he has no idea why they would believe that David would have nuclear 
material. 

“He was very sensitive person,” Kenneth Hahn continued. “He was very smart. He wasn’t doing 
anything to hurt anybody else. Dave worked hard at anything he had to do. He achieved a lot in a 
short time in his life. Dave wasn’t mean to people.” 
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Surgeon planning first human head transplant gives rat a second 

head metro.co.uk 


Charles White for Metro.co.ukSunday 30 Apr 2017 11:33 am 

The bizarre experiment has raised eyebrows 
(Picture: CNS) 

A doctor, who plans to perform a human head 
transplant, has added a mouse’s head to the 
body of a rat. 

The surgeon has courted controversy with 
previous experiments involving moneys. 

Sergio Canavero has shocked many in the 
scientific community with his latest experiment 
which involved creating a group of two-headed 
rats. 

Working alongside Xioping Ren, Canavero showed that his two-headed rats lived for days. 

Cutting off the heads of mouse and adding them to the body of rats, who also had their heads on, 
doctors recorded the impacts on the rodents. 



The doctors showed a third rodent 
provided constant blood supply 
(Picture: CNS) 

Each mutant animal lived for around 36 
hours. 

He has been slowly moving towards a 
scientific capability of performing a 
human transplant. 

One of which included spinal cords being 
reconnected. 


Canavero attempted to prove this with dogs last year by severing the spinal cord and then 
reattaching it. 

But doubting experts at the time claimed achieving a human transplant is a long way off. 

Sergio Canavero wants to perform a human head transplant (Picture: Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images) 

This work would put them about three or four years from repairing a spinal cord in humans,’ medical 
ethicist Arthur Caplan at New York University told the New Scientist. 

‘It would put them maybe seven or eight from trying anything like a head transplant.’ 
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Doctors would have to keep the head from 
falling into a coma, which is how decapitation 
kills people. 

Canavero used a bloody supply from a third 
rodent to provide blood both to the rat and the 
mouse. 

Either way there are serious ethical issues to 
performing a head transplant and mutant 
double-headed people are probably some 
time off. 
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SEE IT: Subway Rats Fight Over Giant Churro They Could Have Shared Peacefully: Gothamist 


SEE IT: Subway Rats Fight Over Giant Churro They Could Have 

Shared Peacefully gothamist.com 


by Ben Yakas in Arts & Entertainment on Apr 12, 2017 11:15 am 

Some days you're the rat, some days you're the 
churro 

What do Pizza Rat, Escalator Rat, Pita Rat, Donut 
Rat, Murder Rat, and even that young upstart 
Pizza Rag all have in common? They are all 
locked in a brutal struggle for survival amidst the 
grim meathook realities of late period capitalism, a 
pyramid scheme on a global scale that forces less 
privileged members of the same species to fight 
each other for crumbs as an express train of 
"progress" runs them over. 

041217ratchurro.jpg 

This struggle has never been more clearly articulated by rats who were caught on camera by a 
bored human waiting for their train than in the video below, in which two rats turn on each other for 
the meager scraps of an indifferent god who was probably running late for work and couldn't bother 
finding a garbage can. It's sad because rats are usually so cooperative, and because those subway 
churros are really not worth fighting over. 

It's just like a great poet once said: "Despite all my rage, I am still just a rat locked in an eternal 
struggle with the systems that seek to strip me of my humanity." 
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Southern California's Lost Resort: The Raymond Hotel of South Pasadena | KCET 


Southern California's Lost Resort: The Raymond Hotel of South Pasadena kcet.org 



November 15, 2012 


Lost L.A. Logo 


In the late 19th century, luxury hotels sprang up across Southern California, inviting tourists to escape the frosty 
East Coast and winter under the region's sunny skies. Unlike Los Angeles' first hotel, the rowdy Bella Union, 
these establishments presented themselves as havens for sophisticated crowds of well-heeled tourists. Set far 
away from the gritty boomtown of Los Angeles, these hotels welcomed their East Coast guests to Southern 
California's natural splendor. 

Among the most famous of these establishments was the Raymond Hotel. Perched atop Raymond Hill in what is 
today South Pasadena, the hotel offered commanding views of the then-pastoral San Gabriel Valley 
countryside. 

"We have two long windows in each room and the view is magnificent,” guest Amy Bridges wrote in her diary 
during her 1886 visit. "The hotel is on a hill and we look down over the valleys with their orange groves and 
vineyards and cultivated fields." To the north were the snow-capped San Gabriel Mountains. To the south -- on a 
clear day - views stretched to the Pacific Ocean. 

The Raymond Hotel dominates the South Pasadena landscape in this circa 1894 photo by Truman D. Keith. 
Courtesy of the South Pasadena Local History Images Collection, South Pasadena Public Library. 

Story continues below 

Share on TwitterSend EmailMoreComment 


When it opened in 1886, the hotel filled a void that Los Angeles' forward-thinking business community had 
bemoaned for several years. 

Since even before the Southern Pacific's transcontinental line connected Los Angeles with the rest of the nation 
in 1876, boosters had praised Southern California as a wonderland where crops flourished and ailments like 
tuberculosis faded in the region's mild, sunny climate. The 1884 publication of Helen Hunt Jackson's "Ramona" 
added a veneer of romance to the region's past, and the forthcoming arrival of the Santa Fe Railway and 
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resulting rate war would drive down transcontinental fares 
from $100 to $1. 





The Raymond Hotel dominates the South Pasadena landscape in 
this circa 1894 photo by Truman D. Keith. Courtesy of the South 
Pasadena Local History Images Collection, South Pasadena Public 
Library. 


But, as Megan McLeod Kendrick explains in her 2009 
dissertation, "Stay in L.A.: Hotels and the Representation of 
Urban Public Space in Los Angeles, 1880s-1950s," the lack 
of proper upscale accommodations prevented Southern 
California from reaching its full potential as a resort 
destination. When the first tourists with the Boston-based 
Raymond & Whitcomb excursion company arrived in Los 
Angeles in the spring of 1882, they lodged at the 
Cosmopolitan but stayed for only one day before departing 
for Yosemite Valley. 

Hotels like the Cosmopolitan and its competitors, the St. 
Charles (formerly the Bella Union) and Pico House, offered 
well-appointed rooms but -- located in the heart of the city — 
lacked the resort-like setting that drew visitors to places like 
Saratoga Springs and Atlantic City on the East Coast or 


Charles Crocker's Hotel Del Monte in Monterey. 


On April 12, 1882, the Los Angeles Times proposed a remedy: a hotel set far away from the city one 
excursionist described as "dirty," a city still prone to frontier violence and — despite racial segregation — a place 
where people of different ethnicities and social strata mixed. The hotel, the Times opined, "should not be 
flanked all around by business houses, but be removed from the turmoil of commerce, and occupy an eminence 
from which as much of the country as possible can be seen. Such places we have, and a hotel of ample 
dimensions once erected upon the hill overlooking the city and valleys and the means of reaching it easily 
provided, there would be no lack of patronage for it, and the thousands of dollars that bella now slip through our 
fingers would remain here to enrich us all." 


In 1883, Walter Raymond of Raymond & Whitcomb answered the Times' call, announcing plans for a palatial 
winter hotel. The spot he selected — an outcropping of bedrock named Bacon Hill -- fit the newspaper's 
description perfectly. Located several miles from the city, it was surrounded by citrus groves and open fields of 
the Marengo Ranch, which stretched south from the nascent town of Pasadena. And though its remote location 
also placed it far from the region's existing transportation infrastructure, the Los Angeles & San Gabriel Valley 
Railroad, which was then planning to build a line through the area, supported Raymond's venture by locating a 
depot at the base of Bacon Hill. 



Cattle graze on Bacon Hill, the future site of the Raymond Hotel, circa 1875. 
Courtesy of the Title Insurance and Tmst / C. C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC 

Libraries. 


Cattle graze on Bacon Hill, the future site of the 
Cattle graze on Bacon Hill, the future site of the 
Raymond Hotel, circa 1875. Courtesy of the 
Title Insurance and Trust / C.C. Pierce 
Photography Collection, USC Libraries.Hotel, 
circa 1875. Courtesy of the Title Insurance and 
Trust / C.C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC 
Libraries., by klxadm 

Workers make bricks for the construction of the 
Raymond Hotel, circa 1885. Courtesy of the 
Title Insurance and Trust / C.C. Pierce 
Photography Collection, USC Libraries. 

Circa 1887 advertisement for the Raymond 
Hotel. Courtesy of the South Pasadena Local 
History Images Collection, South Pasadena 
Public Library. 

Circa 1890 hand-colored photograph of the 
Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the Security Pacific 


National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 
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Workers make bricks for the construction of the Raymond Hotel, circa 1885. Courtesy of 
the Title Insurance and Trust / C. C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC Libraries. 


Circa 1890 view of the Raymond Hotel atop 
Raymond Hill. Courtesy of the South 
Pasadena Local History Images Collection, 
South Pasadena Public Library. 

Circa 1890 view of the Raymond Hotel. 
Courtesy of the Title Insurance and Trust / 
C.C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC 
Libraries. 

Guests relax inside the Raymond Hotel 
rotunda. Courtesy of the Main Photo 
Collection, Pasadena Museum of History. 
The Raymond's decorated tally-ho, which 
transported passengers between the South 
Pasadena hotel and Los Angeles. Courtesy 
of the Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 

Circa 1890 view of the Raymond Hotel 
porch. Courtesy of the Title Insurance and Trust / C.C. Pierce 
Photography Collection, USC Libraries. 

Circa 1905 view looking south over the San Gabriel Valley 
from the portico of the Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the 
California Historical Society Collection, USC Libraries. 

View of the Pasadena countryside from the Raymond Hotel, 
circa 1890. Courtesy of the Photo Collection, Los Angeles 
Public Library. 

The Raymond Hotel had its own station on the Los Angeles 
and San Gabriel Valley Railroad, which later was incorporated 
into the Santa Fe Railway. Courtesy of the Title Insurance 
and Trust / C.C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC 
Libraries. 

The Raymond Avenue station on the Santa Fe Railway in 

Circa 1887 advertisement for the Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the 1 924. Courtesy of the Photo Collection, LOS Angeles Public 
South Pasadena Local History Images Collection, South Pasadena |jh r o rv 
Public Library. 



Circa 1890 hand-colored photograph of the Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the Security 
Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 


More than 250 workers — many of them 
Chinese — spent three years constructing 
Raymond's hotel. In order to create suitable 
terrain for the hotel's 55-acre grounds, 
workers removed 34 feet from the top of 
Bacon Hill, blasting it with more than 1,000 
kegs of black powder. Once the hill was 
sufficiently flattened, work began on the hotel 
structure itself. Four stories tall and designed 
in the Second Empire architectural style, the 
building featured 200 guest rooms, 43 
bathrooms, 40 water closets, and a 104-foot- 
tall tower. The project became so expensive 
that Raymond ran out of funds and was forced 
to take on his father, a retired railroad baron, 
as a business partner. 


In June 1886 the Valley Union described the nearly completed hotel as "the most imposing sight in Southern 
California, and, perhaps, the greatest undertaking ever carried through here." 


On Nov. 17, 1886, an inaugural ball marked the hotel's opening. The Los Angeles Times called the event, 
attended by a throng of 1,500, "perhaps the most extensive social affair in the history of the county" and "the 
mark of an important era in the history of Southern California." 
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The Raymond immediately transformed 
Pasadena into a mecca for East Coast 
winter tourists. 

Open annually from November to May, the 
hotel resembled an exclusive, hermetical 
community. While some adventurous 
guests took day trips to booming Los 
Angeles, dusty Pasadena, and other 
surrounding communities, most ensconced 
themselves on the resort grounds. An array 
of activities, from dances to concerts and 
from cards to billiards, kept guests 
entertained. 



nearby 

Hotel 


Green in 


Circa 1890 view of the Raymond Hotel atop Raymond Hill. Courtesy of the South 
Pasadena Local History Images Collection, South Pasadena Public Library. 


Although similar hotels opened across the 


region, 

including 

the 


Circa 1890 view of the Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the Title Guests relax inside the Raymond Hotel rotunda. Courtesy of the 

Insurance and Trust/ C.C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC Main Photo Collection, Pasadena Museum of History. 

Libraries. 



The Raymond's decorated tally-ho, which transported passengers 
between the South Pasadena hotel and Los Angeles. Courtesy of 
the Security Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public 
Library. 


Pasadena and the beachfront Hotel Arcadia in Santa Monica, the Raymond remained Southern California's 
leading resort hotel until Easter Sunday, 1895. 


On that day, while most guests were attending Easter services, an ember flew from one of the Raymond's 80 
chimneys landed on the hotel's wood-shingle roof. No lives were lost, but within a couple hours the Raymond 
was no more. 
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Circa 1890 view of the Raymond Hotel porch. Courtesy of the Title 
Insurance and Trust / C.C. Pierce Photography Collection, USC 
Libraries. 





Circa 1905 view looking south over the San Gabriel Valley from the 
portico of the Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the California Historical 
Society Collection, USC Libraries. 




The Raymond Avenue station on the After World War II, vacant Raymond Hill became the site of a new housing 
Santa Fe Railway in 1924. Courtesy of the development. Today the former site of Southern California's most palatial hotel 
Photo Collection,^Los Angeles Public j s h ome { 0 a q U j e t neighborhood of humble mid-century apartment buildings. 


Insurance provided 
only partial 
compensation for 
the hotel's losses, 
and it was not until 
1901 that Walter 
Raymond was able 
to rebuild and 
reopen his hotel. 


View of the Pasadena countryside from the The Raymond Hotel had its own station on the Los Angeles and San 
Raymond Hotel, circa 1890. Courtesy of the Gabriel Valley Railroad, which later was incorporated into the Santa Fe 
Photo Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. Railway. Courtesy of the Title Insurance and Trust / C. C. Pierce 

Photography Collection, USC Libraries. entrance, a new 

floral display, 

augmented by 575 electric lights, announced in ten brightly colored letters that 
visitors had arrived at "THE RAYMOND." Guests then entered a tunnel — which 


With 400 rooms, golf 
links, and formal 
gardens, the 
Raymond's second 
iteration was even 
grander than the 
first. At the 


still exists today, though sealed, under Raymond Hill — and ascended into the 
hotel via elevator. 

The rebuilt hotel thrived over the succeeding decades, but whereas the original 
structure met its end in flames, the Great Depression spelled doom for the 
second. 

Facing intense competition from Pasadena's newest luxury resort, the 
Huntington Hotel, the Raymond was unable to remain profitable. A bank 
foreclosed on the aging property in 1931 and, in 1934, the Raymond was 
demolished. 


An ember from one of the Raymond Hotel's 80 chimneys landed on the structure's wood shingle roof, starting a 
fire that destroyed the hotel on Easter Sunday, 1895. Courtesy of the Main Photo Collection, Pasadena Museum 
of History. 

The Raymond Hotel shorly after it was destroyed by fire. Courtesy of the Security Pacific National Bank 
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An ember from one of the Raymond Hotel's 80 chimneys landed on The Raymond Hotel shorty after it was destroyed by fire. Courtesy oi 
the structure's wood shingle roof, starting a fire that destroyed the the Security Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public 

Library. 

Los Angeles Public Library. 

Postcard of the rebuilt Raymond Hotel. Courtesy 
of the South Pasadena Local History Images 
Collection, South Pasadena Public Library. 
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hotel on Easter Sunday, 1895. Courtesy of the Main Photo 

Collection, Pasadena Museum of History. Collection 



Postcard of the rebuilt Raymond Hotel. Courtesy of the South Pasadena Local 
History Images Collection, South Pasadena Public Library. 
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The Reconstruction of Ulysses S. Grant 

Article #296 • written by Michael Durbin darnninteresting.com 

In the second half of the 19th century, few Americans were better known—and revered—than the man whose 
face looks out today from the $50 bill. Ulysses S. Grant led Union troops to victory in the American Civil War, 
then thwarted attempts by President Andrew Johnson to suppress fundamental civil rights of newly freed black 
Americans. Twice elected president himself, Grant stewarded a war-torn nation as it struggled to reunify. After 
leaving the White House, he invested his name and entire life savings to a Wall Street brokerage firm. It would 
make him rich, he was told, and afford him a comfortable retirement. Instead, it would leave him penniless. 

Like any army commander, Grant had lost battles and had known the pain of defeat. But this loss hit personally. 
Never before had he found himself in straits so dire, literally destitute. Fortunately, the former president and 
retired general had one more fight in him—because his real troubles had just begun. 


Hiram Ulysses Grant was born in 1822 to Ohio tannery foreman Jesse Grant and his wife, Hannah. In 1839, 
Jesse secured a place for his son at West Point, not so much for its esteem as a military academy, but because 
it was free. On his first day there, the young man found his name listed by mistake as Ulysses Simpson Grant. 
He had always disliked his given initials—H.U.G.—so he came to rather like his new name with its patriotic 
abbreviation: U.S. Grant. 

In 1843, at the age of 21, Grant began his career as a commissioned officer in Missouri, where he fell in love 
with his roommate’s sister, Julia Dent. They paused their courtship when Grant was sent to fight in the Mexican- 
American War, in which the U.S. took by force much of the current southwestern U.S. from its neighbor to the 
south. Personally, Grant felt opposed to what he saw as an unjustified use of superior military force, but he kept 
his political views to himself. He served dutifully as a junior officer and admired the qualities of General Zachary 
Taylor, which would shape his own leadership style in a much more significant war two decades hence. 

Ulysses and Julia married just months following the end of the Mexican-American 
war in 1848, a joyous occasion for all but Grant’s parents. Staunch abolitionists, 
they liked Julia enough, but could not stomach her father, a slave owner and 
staunch defender of his right to be one. Grant’s parents boycotted the wedding. 

Still, the couple’s mutual affection had not wilted in the five years they waited to 
wed, nor would it ever. To him, she would forever be “dear Julia”, and to her, 
privately, he was always “Ulys”. However, she would soon discover one small 
problem: her husband had a remarkable inability to earn a civilian living. 

Like many of his peers in the Army, Grant took to moonlighting to bolster his 
meager military pay. But he failed at everything, in part from trusting everyone he 
met. He put his money into a venture to sell ice shipped in from the Arctic; it melted 
en route. Potatoes and onions, planted in anticipation of a certain windfall, rotted in 
the ground. His partnership in an establishment selling goods to soldiers, known as 
a sutler’s store, ended when he naively accepted a worthless IOU when his partner 

Grant began imbibing more than he should, which for him meant just two drinks. That’s all it took to intoxicate 
the young man to the point of insensibility. He usually resisted having a drink before reporting for duty, but not 
always. One day, his commander gave the drunken officer an ultimatum: resign or be kicked out. Grant chose to 
resign. 

Broke, the Grants and their two infant children took up residence in a shack in Missouri. He peddled firewood on 
the streets of St. Louis to support his family, which soon included two more children. He pawned his gold watch 
to buy Christmas presents. When Julia Grant’s father died, they moved into the Dent family home. They also 
inherited something else—or rather someone else: a slave named William Jones. 



Ulysses and Julia 

wanted out. 
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Grant could have ended his financial woes by selling the man for a thousand dollars, or earned even more by 
renting him out. Instead, he took Jones to the local courthouse and signed manumission papers, setting him 
free. And then Grant went back to peddling firewood. He would later demur when asked why he did such a 
thing. Perhaps he was simply his father’s son. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Grant wanted back in the Army, but the Army wasn’t interested. His reputation 
as a drunkard preceded him. Eventually they did offer him a unit to lead, one nobody else wanted. The 21st 
Illinois Artillery was one of the rowdiest, least disciplined, and most troubled units in the Union Army. When 
Grant took command on 14 June 1861, the restless men were only two weeks from the end of their enlistment. 
They couldn’t wait to go home. Then they met Grant. At the end of June, nearly every man signed up for 
another three years. “We knew we had the best commander and the best regiment in the State,” remarked one 
of them. 

Grant turned the unit around by demonstrating a leadership style borrowed from Zachary Taylor in the Mexican- 
American War, marked by thoughtfulness, decisiveness, simple orders, and—above all—humility. This, his 
soldiers admired most of all. Grant shunned ostentation, flamboyance, and even a commander’s uniform. He 
dressed like his men did and looked “plain as an old shoe,” according to one Army doctor. 

Grant paid keen attention to detail and remembered everything. He was unafraid of taking risks, learned from 
his mistakes, and seemed to never tire. And he kept his drinking in check. Instead, he mostly took comfort from 

drinking, but nobody cared how much he smoked. 

Ulysses S. Grant the failure became Ulysses S. Grant the towering general, 
regarded to this day as one of the best military leaders of all time. In addition to 
military prowess, he also became known for making the most of whatever he 
had. This caught the eye of President Abraham Lincoln, who had grown 
dismayed with one general after another—Winfield Scott, George McClellan, 
Henry Halleck—complaining they did not have enough troops, or supplies, or 
time. Grant just did his job. 

Waging war was no easier for Grant than his predecessors, and more than 
once, it appeared the Confederacy might win the war. But Grant kept his wits 
about him; he’d listen carefully to every word of advice he was given, then 
quickly make up his mind and pen an order. He communicated more easily in 
writing than in speaking, and thus would write long into the night. But he always 
saved energy for a letter to his Julia. “I have been writing until my fingers are 
tired and therefore you must excuse haste and a bad pen,” he’d write. “Kiss the 
children for me. Ulys.” 

Thus it was Grant whose smarts and stamina—and hard-won victories at places like Shiloh, Vicksburg, and 
Richmond—landed him across the desk from General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Courthouse in April 1865, 
accepting the Confederacy’s surrender and bringing the Civil War to a close. For Grant and the nation, the 
feeling of relief, and hope for the future, was beyond description. But it would not last long. 


cigars. He knew not to be seen 



Grant, 1868 


Abraham Lincoln thought the world of Grant. The feeling was mutual. Their wives, however, had mutual feelings 
of another sort. They did not get along. At times, Grant had to choose between his wife and the president, as 
when Lincoln invited the Grants out for an evening of leisure just days after Lee’s surrender. Grant’s wife would 
have none of it. So he manufactured an excuse about having to catch the next train north to visit their son. 
President and Mrs. Lincoln went out that evening without the Grants, taking a short carriage ride from the White 
House to Ford’s Theater to watch a play. There, John Wilkes Booth entered their box and assassinated Lincoln. 

Grant would never forgive himself for begging off, certain that had he accepted the invitation, his bodyguards 
stationed outside the door would have stopped Booth. As lieutenant general of the U.S. Army he was entitled to 
armed protection around the clock. The president in those days was not. 

Lincoln’s assassination came just five days after Lee’s surrender. Confederate sympathizers seized the 
opportunity to roll back many of Lincoln’s efforts to reunite the nation. Unfortunately, one of those sympathizers 
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was his own vice president. Andrew Johnson had once been a senator from Tennessee, and Lincoln did not 
select him for his vice presidential running mate. He had left that to delegates to the 1864 Republican 
Convention, who put Johnson on the ticket in an effort to attract war-supporting Democrats. Now, unexpectedly 
occupying one of the most powerful offices on earth, the new commander in chief set out to influence the post¬ 
war national rebuilding effort known as Reconstruction. His top priority? Maintenance of white supremacy. 

Grant continued serving as Johnson’s general in chief 
and, later, secretary of war. He found himself walking a 
fine line, on one hand obliged to obey orders, but on the 
other dismayed by Johnson’s disregard for the rights of 
newly emancipated slaves, or ‘freedmen’. Johnson 
derided the Fourteenth Amendment, refused to enforce 
measures of Congressional Reconstruction Acts, and fired 
General Philip Sheridan for seeing to the registration of 
thousands of black voters. 

Congress fought back. Its members united in using every 
means at their disposal to protect the nation from a man 
they saw as an utter threat to the prospect of a reunified 
country. They liked Grant, who let his opposition to his 
boss be known. Congress even passed legislation 
essentially preventing the president from telling his war 
secretary what to do. Ultimately, on 24 February 1868, the 
House of Representatives voted for the first time ever to impeach the president of the United States. The 
Senate failed to eject Johnson from office by a single vote. 

Four days later, Republicans met in Chicago to choose a nominee for Johnson’s successor. They nominated 
only one candidate: Grant. He won the votes of all 650 delegates on the first ballot. In November, he was 
elected the nation’s 18th president, vowing to realize Lincoln’s vision of a re-United States of America. 

Grant is not generally remembered as a great president. By blocking Johnson’s attempt to all but undo the Civil 
War, however, some might consider him at least a very good one. His central mission was to protect “citizens of 
every race and color” and to ensure their “peaceful enjoyment of the rights guaranteed to them by the 
Constitution.” That struggle continued well after his time—indeed, to the time of this writing. But Grant allowed 
that struggle to at least get underway. 



Grant (center left) depicted next to Lincoln, General Sherman (far left), 
and Admiral Porter (right) 


After leaving the White House in 1877, Grant and his family took a long tour, circumnavigating the globe. He 
was warmly greeted everywhere and treated as a celebrity. It was a refreshing tour, but expensive. He needed 
work. American presidents in those days were not entitled to a pension, and he had given up his Army pension 
when he entered the White House. 

Grant had made friends with Mark Twain during his travels, who considered him a kindred spirit, both having 
gone from abject failure to the heights of success. Twain suggested that Grant write his memoirs. Grant 
demurred. He had no talent for writing, he said. 

The Grants settled in New York. Friends bought him a four-story brownstone on East 66th Street, near the 
Central Park Zoo. His son Buck lived in Manhattan and had invested in a brokerage firm with Ferdinand Ward, a 
financier who soon convinced the elder Grant to join them. He need only invest $100,000 and his name, and he 
would have no job responsibilities. Grant agreed. 

Before long, both he and his son would invest every dollar they had into the firm of Grant & Ward. Located at 2 
Wall Street, at the intersection with Broadway across from Trinity Church, the little firm made a big splash in no 
time. In less than a year, the value of Grant’s share was estimated at $2.6 million, equivalent to roughly $70 
million today. 

Grant had time on his hands—he truly had no real work to do at the brokerage firm. The editor of Century 
magazine offered to pay Grant $500 per article if he would write his recollections from the Civil War. Again, he 
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said no. He was not a writer and certainly didn’t need the money. His life of leisure 
seemed a fitting reward for all he had done. So he visited friends, puffed his ever¬ 
present cigar, filling many a room with haze, and put on weight, topping 200 
pounds—noticeably robust for someone five feet and eight inches tall. 


A rare request from Ferdinand Ward interrupted Grant’s semi-retirement one day. 
The business faced a temporary cash shortfall of $150,000. Might Grant help? 
Perhaps invigorated by the chance to actually do some work for the firm, Grant 
rode his carriage to the home of William Vanderbilt, his friend and heir to the 
railroad and shipping fortune of Cornelius Vanderbilt, and got the money in no time. 
“I care very little about Grant & Ward,” said Vanderbilt. “But to accommodate you 
personally, I will draw my check for the amount you ask.” 

Grant took the check home and gave it to Ward, who deposited it immediately into 
his personal bank account. Not 48 hours later, Grant arrived at 2 Wall Street to a 
sight he could hardly believe. A mob was amassing. His firm had gone under, taking with it the life savings of an 
unknown number of victims—including Grant himself. The damage did not stop there. Across the street at the 
New York Stock Exchange, the market tumbled on the news. Ulysses went home and told Julia, then emptied 
his pockets of cash. He looked down at $81 on the table. She added $130 more. It was all they had. 

Grant & Ward went bankrupt because its liabilities totaled $16.7 million on assets of $67,000. The ex-president 
had been kept in the dark as to the firm’s business operations. Ward had borrowed money at outrageous 
interest rates, pledging firm securities as collateral—a practice known as rehypothecation, which was and 
remains a legal practice. But he would pledge the same security—say a U.S. government bond—over and over 
again to different lenders. That part was and remains illegal. He also paid off older investors with money from 
new ones. It would be another four decades before this scheme earned a permanent name, when Charles 
Ponzi did the same thing with so much publicity that he became eponymous with the technique. 

The Grants were wiped out. The ex-president insisted on signing over his house to settle his $150,000 debt to 
Vanderbilt, who refused to take it. Instead, they reached a compromise whereby Grant would hand over his war 
medals—indeed, every memento of value—to the Smithsonian Institution. The Grants could remain in their 
house. 

Desperate now for income, Grant contacted the editors at Century, who were still interested in his Civil War 
recollections. He agreed to write four articles, beginning with his personal account of the Battle of Shiloh, for 
$500 each. The magazine project turned into a book project, with Grant agreeing to a 10 percent royalty. 

Grant was elated. His friend Mark Twain was amazed, but 
for a very different reason. He thought the magazine was 
ripping off Grant. A 10 percent royalty, said Twain, is what 
“they would have offered to any unknown Comanche 
Indian.” Twain offered to pay Grant 70 percent of book 
proceeds if he would sign with Webster & Company, 
Twain’s publishing company. Although Grant had not yet 
signed a book contract with Century, he felt obliged to 
honor his as-yet verbal agreement with Century. Twain 
talked him out of it. 


As Grant settled into his writing routine, the words flowed 
more easily than he expected. But his throat bothered 
him. Some months earlier, while on a trip to a summer 
cottage, he had cried out in pain after biting a peach. A doctor found nothing amiss, but the pain not only 
refused to go away but grew worse. By October, his throat nagged him so much he went to see Dr. John H. 
Douglas, a specialist in New York. The doctor exuded admiration for Grant, then made a thorough examination 




Mark Twain 
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and did not like what he saw. Grant may have noticed the concerned expression on his face. “Is it cancer?” 
asked the general. Probably, answered the doctor. A biopsy confirmed the diagnosis. 

Alcohol may have damaged his reputation, but the cigars, it appears, took down Grant’s body with a ferocity he 
hadn’t experienced since the war. Grant’s throat cells were multiplying aggressively, starving normal cells for 
nutrients, laying siege. Grant could not win this civil war, one of the most intimate kind. Cancer was all but 
untreatable in those days. But the general could still battle. “This man fights,” Lincoln had once said of Grant. 
And so he did now. 

Grant put every ounce of strength into writing, determined to leave his wife and family with a source of income 
when he was gone. He wrote diligently for four hours each morning. In the afternoon, one of his children would 
read it back or help check his facts. He insisted on getting everything right. 

Twain visited whenever he could to read Grant’s drafts and offer encouragement and genuine praise. He 
remarked that only one writer in a hundred could write copy as clean as Grant’s. Twain was then reading Julius 
Caesar’s Commentaries and said, “The same high merits distinguished both books—clarity of statement, 
directness, simplicity, unpretentiousness, manifest truthfulness, fairness and justice toward friend and foe alike, 
soldierly candor and frankness, and soldierly avoidance of flowery speech.” 

Not only could this man fight, he could write, too. He drew upon his keen memory for detail that had served him 
so well in war in accounts such as that of the lead up to the Battle of Petersburg: 

“One of the most anxious periods of my experience during the rebellion was the last few weeks 
before Petersburg. I felt that the situation of the Confederate army was such that they would try to 
make an escape at the earliest practicable moment, and I was afraid, every morning, that I would 
awake from my sleep to hear that Lee had gone.” 

The work was agonizing, as was the pain, especially from swallowing. When 
Grant could not sleep, his doctor applied muriate of cocaine to his throat, 
which brought instant relief. The doctor would turn Grant’s pillow to the cool 
side and instruct him to turn on his side and bring up his knees, sleeping as a 
child does. 

Grant’s weight dropped from over 200 pounds to 130—what he weighed as a 
young army commander. Back then, it was a sign of fitness. Now, emaciation. 
He chilled easily despite a shawl and knit cap. Twice a day, he went to see his 
doctor, by streetcar in order to save cab fare. He took morphine for the 
relentless pain. When that stopped working, his doctor gave him shots of 
brandy—by hypodermic needle. 

When not writing his memoirs, Grant found time for correspondence, 
including a farewell letter to his wife. “There are some matters about which I 
would like to talk but about which I cannot. The subject would be too painful,” 
he wrote on a sheet of paper hidden in a coat pocket, to be found after his 
death. “I bid you a final farewell until we meet in another, and I trust better world.” 

Grant structured his memoirs into two volumes. The first he wrote entirely in longhand, in pencil, on blue-lined, 
yellow paper. As he began the second, he had weakened such that writing by hand took too much energy. At 
Twain’s suggestion, he hired a stenographer, Noble E. Dawson, the general’s former secretary then working for 
the U.S. Senate, who came up from Washington, D.C. 

Dawson would later describe the experience: 

“General Grant dictated very freely and easily. He made very few changes and never hemmed and 
hawed... As he went on his voice became weaker and weaker, and toward the last, I had to take 
my seat very close to his, and he whispered his words in my ear while I took them down in 
shorthand. His last dictation was on the 22nd of June, 1885... After this he would sit with his pad on 
his knee near me, and would write down his ideas and sometimes doodle. He was very weak, and 
his hand grew more and more trembling as he neared his death.” 



Grant writing his memoirs, days before his 
death 
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In July 1885, Dawson told Grant’s son Fred that the writing was practically finished. Grant had written and edited 
the first volume and written the second, which others could edit. “I think we had better tell your father that the 
book is done,” Dawson advised. 

Grant could hardly believe it. He asked that the entire work be read aloud. His children took turns obliging, but 
he was only strong enough to hear the first volume, by then too weak even to listen. He died a little past eight 
o’clock in the morning of 23 July 1885. 

Grant had written 275,000 words in less than a year—roughly three times the length of a typical novel, which an 
author might take several years to write. He lived just long enough to feel the relief any writer feels when 
completing a manuscript, but died before his memoirs were published. Grant would never know if his last 
venture to provide for his family would be a financial success or yet another failure. 


On 08 August 1885, Grant’s funeral procession began with 
the ringing of the bells of Trinity Church, directly across the 
street from 2 Wall Street. At that instant, a Western Union 
telegraph operator sent a signal to waiting receivers in 
towns across the U.S. and into Mexico so that all across 
North America, bells would ring 63 times, Grant’s age, at 30- 
second intervals. 

The line of mourners marching slowly behind the casket 
stretched more than seven miles. Julia was too wrought with 
grief to be among them. In the four-person carriage at the 
head of the cortege rode Union generals William Tecumseh 
Sherman and Philip Sheridan, knee-to-knee with 
Confederate generals Joe Johnston and Simon Bolivar 
Buckner. It was a reunion once unthinkable. Now, former 
mortal rivals sat together, such was the universal admiration for Grant. 

Four months later, the first printing of The Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant went on sale. Twain had 
orchestrated a clever subscription campaign so readers might pre-order one of three different bindings, each at 
a different price point, to maximize revenue. He suspected an adoring and grieving public was eager both to 
read Grant’s words and to help his wife. He was right. 

Twain presented Julia Grant with a check for $200,000. It was then the largest royalty payment ever made and 
would be followed by more. In the end, she would receive roughly $450,000, or nearly $12 million in today’s 
dollars. Julia would pine the rest of her days for her beloved Ulys, but not for money. Ulysses S. Grant proved, 
at last, he could make money as a civilian, as a writer. His book remains in print to this day. 

written by Michael Durbin, copyright© 11 April 2017. Last updated 16 April 2017. Michael wears many hats in 
life because, well, he has a thing for hats. One of those hats says narrative nonfiction writer because that's one 
of the things he likes to do from his home in Carrboro, North Carolina. More atwww.michaeldurbin.com. 

Podcast sound design by Alan Bellows. Podcast narration by Michael Durbin. Edited by C.H. Hung. Cover art by 
Alan Bellows. 

13 COMMENTS 
richs 

Posted 24 March 2017 at 12:46 pm 

Regarding the sentence, “They liked Grant, who let it be known his opposition to his boss”: 

I believe that the expression “let it be known” should be followed by “that”, which would require the sentence 
read, “They liked Grant, who let it be known that he was opposed to his boss”. 

Alternatively, one could drop the word “it”, and the sentence would read, “They liked Grant, who let be known his 
opposition to his boss”. 
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RHeil 

Posted 11 April 2017 at 09:12 am 
First 

grendel25 

Posted 11 April 2017 at 09:52 am 

I disagree. “They liked Grant, who let it be known his opposition to his boss” is grammatically correct — there’s 
no need to rewrite the sentence. 

DaisyX 

Posted 12 April 2017 at 08:23 am 

Great job, again! I never thought I would say I want to read Grant’s memoirs, but after this I do. As always, your 
articles leave me wanting to know more. Thank you! 

As for the sentence being discussed in the comments above, it works either way, including the way it was written 
in the article. I don’t think it’s worth arguing about. Just enjoy reading an article that’s really damn interesting! ;) 

Steve 

Posted 12 April 2017 at 12:42 pm 

grendel25, I disagree with your disagreement, and here is why. 

The clause “his opposition to his boss” is a ‘subject* clause. You can tell that it is a subject, because it doesn’t 
contain a verb. (Subject clauses can also contain verbs, but if they don’t, then you know that they are definitely 
subject clauses.) Being a subject clause, it cannot be used as the object of the phrase “who let it be known 
[that]”. So the sentence is nowhere near grammatically correct as (originally) written, and indeed demonstrates 
a complete misunderstanding of the difference between a subject and an object. 

To fix it, the phrase “who let it be known [that]” needs to be followed by an ‘object* clause, describing something 
that can be known. This clause would look like a complete sentence on its own, and in particular needs a verb. 
For example, you could let it be known that you don’t know the difference between a subject and an object. 
‘That* clause includes the verb “know”, and can therefore stand as a sentence on its own. Hence it makes a 
perfectly good object clause. 

As richs says, if you were to instead remove the existing subject “it” from “who let it be known”, then you could 
use “his opposition to his boss” as the subject of that phrase. Otherwise the sentence has two subjects, referring 
to the same thing, with no conjunctive glue of any sort, making a complete hash of the grammar. It is no more 
correct than “The cat it ate some food.” Try getting that past your second grade teacher. 

Hope that helps! It looks like the offending sentence has already been rewritten anyway. 

(And Daisy, it’s always worth arguing about, arguing is fun too!) 

Geoff Smith 

Posted 14 April 2017 at 12:36 am 

I don’t care over much for the grammatical debate, but I would like to say that I found this to be a brilliantly 
written article about a man I knew little about. I found him to be a fascinating man and this story will remain with 
me for many years. Geoff Smith, England, April 2017. 

TheoLib 

Posted 14 April 2017 at 07:13 pm 

In the 1980s, I bought both Grant’s memoirs and Sherman’s. Grant’s book was incredible-he was a brilliant 
writer-and well worth reading. I couldn’t make it far into Sherman’s book; putting it kindly, his writing style was 
not the best, as I remember. 
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Jarvis Loop 

Posted 15 April 2017 at 07:13 am 
Mr. Smith: 

You wrote exactly what I intended to write myself. 

Anything else from me would be painting the lily. 

By the way, my family comes from England, and a small village in North Yorkshire bears my surname. 

May I ask in which part of England you live? 

Mike B 

Posted 16 April 2017 at 01:18 am 

The funeral photo is wrong. It’s dated 4/26/12 and shows the funeral of Grant’s son. The Library of Congress 
has the details http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004010388/ 

Alan Bellows 

Posted 16 April 2017 at 09:47 am 

@Mike B: Oops! Thanks for pointing out the erroneous photo. We’ve replaced it with a photo of Grant’s tomb. 
Jarvis Loop 

Posted 16 April 2017 at 03:10 pm 
TheoLib: 

I live in General Sherman’s birthplace: Lancaster, Ohio. I learned quite some years ago not to tell anyone in the 
South where I was from, unless I prefaced it with the fact that I was born in Kentucky. 

Mr. Durbin’s article also mentions General Sheridan. By coincidence, General Sheridan grew up about 20 miles 
southeast of Lancaster in a little town call Somerset. 

James Matthews 

Posted 17 April 2017 at 08:38 pm 

William S. McFeely wrote an excellent 1981 biography of Grant. 

As a general, Grant was so averse to retreating that whenever he returned to a previous point he’d take a 
different route back! 

Wingnut 

Posted 18 April 2017 at 09:04 am 

Excellent article. I love reading stuff like this. There is so much history that I missed as a teenager because I 
wasn’t interested. I means so much more to me now. Thanks again Michael. 
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SPORTS 

Remains of Brazilian soccer great have vanished 
from cemetery 

By Reuters May 31, 2017 | 6:14pm 



Garrincha (right) poses with Pele in 1968. 

Getty Images 


SAO PAULO — The Brazilian cemetery that buried two-time World Cup winner Garrincha in 1983 has lost the player’s bones, family and 
officials in his home town said on Wednesday. 

Garrincha, who was nicknamed “the Joy of the People” for his brilliant performances on the right wing, won World Cups in 1958 and 1962 
alongside players such as Pele and Mario Zagallo. 

He died in 1983 after a long battle with alcoholism and was buried in his home town cemetery in Mage, around 40 miles from Rio de 
Janeiro. 

But an official there told Rio’s Extra newspaper his remains had been exhumed and there was no record of what happened to them. 

“From our research, we’re not sure he’s still buried,” the official said. “We have information that the body was exhumed and taken to a 
niche but there is documentation about the exhumation.” 
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Brazilian cemeteries are usually split into two sections, those with tombs where bodies are buried and those with walls containing drawer¬ 
like concrete niches where ashes or bones are stored. 


The Raiz da Serra cemetery in Mage has 
two tombs with Garrincha’s name on 
them, the paper said. 

One is a plot where Garrincha was 
originally laid in 1983 alongside other 
members of his family. The second is 
marked with an obelisk and was built in 
1985. 

One of Garrincha’s daughters told 
Reuters a gravedigger informed her that 
he is likely to be in one of the two graves. 

But Rosangela Santos said she was 
upset at the revelation her father is 
missing. 

“We don’t know for sure where he is,” she 
said. “The mayor has promised him a 
Rosangela dos Santos, the daughter of Garrincha, looks over the tomb in the municipal cemetery of Raiz mausoleum but they need to find him 
da^Serra, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on May 31 . first . | t ’ s very upsetting not knowing 

where he is.” 

Santos said the mayor had promised to find her father, but Rafael Tubarao did not respond to emails or phone calls. 

Tubarao told Extra he would be willing to exhume the bones in both plots to test them for DNA if the family agreed. 

FILED UNDER BRAZIL SOCCER, CEMETERIES, RIO DE JANEIRO 
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AP Associated PressApril 14, 2017 

A SS c 

p rei KINGSTON, N.H. (AP) — Police say they have found remains and a metal plate from a 
gravestone dated 1895 in Kingston, New Hampshire, after recent logging. 

WMUR-TV reports (http://bit.ly/2oeVqOm) Kingston police responded to the woods after hikers 
found what they believed to be a skull last weekend. The earth had been moved in the area to 
create logging roads. 

Police say in addition to the skull, some hair with a hair clip was found, a lower jaw bone, ceramic 
denture plates and part of a spine. They also found a metal plate used on gravestones that 
indicated a 28-year-old woman had died in 1895, along with metal handles and hardware 
associated with old wooden caskets. 

State Archaeologist Richard Boisvert is investigating the extent of the gravesite. 


Information from: WMUR-TV, http://wmur.com 
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Retired artist had no idea he was 'mysterious' tenant in viral SC property 
listing 

Wednesday, May 10 2017 8:43 PM ED T foxca ro I i n a. CO m 




The upstairs tenant's name is Randall 
McKissick, a 70-year-old retired artist who 
says he had no idea about the listing going 
viral. (Source: WIS) 

(Source: Zillow) 


It's the post you've seen across your 
Facebook feed - rental property listing in the 
Midlands has gone viral. 


The post, which says the 4-bedroom 
single-family home in Cayce comes with 
an upstairs tenant, has already garnered 

nearly 1.3 million views on Zillow and has 

The upstairs tenants name is Randall McKissick, a 70-year-old retired artist who says he , „ th t sharing the 

had no idea about the listing going viral. (Source: WIS) mm j a 

story. 


The upstairs tenant's name is Randall McKissick, a 
70-year-old retired artist who says he had no idea 
about the listing going viral. 


McKissick says he started living in the home when 
a friend gave him a helping hand. He says he has 
fallen on hard times as an artist due to changes in 
the industry. When McKissick had no place to call 
home, his friend Mike offered him a place. 


“I think the rent just got too high and I was booted 
out. Mike says, ‘I have a place for you.’ And I’ve 
been here since [then]," McKissick says. 


(Source: Zillow) 


Mike is said to be the owner of the property, and 


McKissick’s childhood friend. 


“I’ve known Mike - his father built the house - since junior high school,” McKissick says. 

Once the property was listed online as available, McKissick became an internet sensation without even realizing 
it. 


“I’m easy to get along with. I’m upstairs. They would be downstairs. The only thing that would be a problem is 
my heavy footsteps," McKissick explains. 

WIS reached out to the owners of the home, but have been unable to confirm whether or not the property is 
actually for sale. There is, however, a “for sale” sign in the front yard. 

The home had apparently been “on the market” for about a month until late Wednesday morning when the 
Zillow listing was changed to say “OFF MARKET.” 

Copyright 2017 WIS. All rights reserved. 
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AP Associated PressJune 7, 2017 

TIVERTON, R.l. (AP) — Residents of a small Rhode Island community say their neighborhood has 
been beset by a terrible stench after one of their neighbors paved a road with unwashed clamshells. 

WJAR-TV reports (http://bit.ly/2r6UPA5 ) a property owner in Tiverton put down the shells on an 
access road last week. 

But the uncleaned shells had meat still attached, leading to a putrid smell as it decomposes. Video 
shows maggots crawling all over the road. 

Neighbors put up signs including: "Honk if it stinks." Blair Moore, whose family owns the house next 
door, says the smell is making her ill. 

The station says the property owner hung up when asked for comment. 

The building inspector has issued a cease and desist order. Police and the state Department of 
Environmental Management are investigating. 


Information from: WJAR-TV, http://www.turnto10.com 
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Robot 'priest' can beam light from its hands and give automated 
blessings 

ByKoen Berghuis 15:29, 29 MAY2017 Updated 14:37, 30 MAY2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


Robot 'preacher' can beam light from its hands and give automated blessings to 
worshippers 

The robot wishes users a "warm welcome" before asking them if they want to be blessed by a male 
or female voice 

A robot 'preacher' that beams lights from its hands and can give automated blessings to the faithful 
has been launched in the town that gave fame to Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation. 

Five hundred years after Luther published the Ninety-five Theses in Wittenberg, kicking off the 
Reformation, an evangelical church launched a unique automated blessing robot for the special 
celebrations in the historic town located in the German state of Saxony-Anhalt. 

The robot on show in the old town of Wittenberg is called "BlessU-2" and was developed by the 
Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau. 

It consists of a metal box with a touch screen, two arms on the side, a head with eyes and a digital 
mouth at the top. 

After the robot wishes users a "warm welcome", it asks them if they want to be blessed by a male or 
female voice. 

It then asks the believer "what blessing do you want", which results in the robot making a 
mechanical sound as it raises its arms to the heavens and starts to smile. 

Lights then start to flash in the robot's arms as it says "God bless and protect you" and recites a 
biblical verse. 


After the blessing, the user has the 
possibility to print the dictum. 

Church spokesman Sebastian von 
Gehren said: "It is an experiment that is 
supposed to inspire discussion." 

Von Gehren explained that they 
consciously decided against a typical 
human appearance. 

He said that the reactions vary wildly. 
"One half thinks it's great" while "the 
other cannot imagine a blessing from a 

Remarkably, von Gehren said that people who have little in common with the church are particularly 
attracted to the robot, with many people "now coming every morning and evening." 



The robot on show in the old town of Wittenberg is called "BlessU-2" 

machine." 
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Brunhilde Hoeltz-Mettang, a visitor to the 
church celebrations in Wittenberg, said the 
robot was "interesting and courageous" 
even though it lacked the human touch. 

She said: "We have to think of new ways, 
beyond our core communities." 

Yet 500 years after Martin Luther nailed his 
95 theses to a church door in Wittenberg, 
the robot priest will not replace humans 
any time soon. 


Robot priest 



Von Gehren said: "The machine should 
not replace the blessing of a pastor. In 
the future there will not be a blessing 
robot in every church." 


Robot blessing 
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Japanese Automakers Look to Robots to Aid the Elderly scientificamerican.com 
By Naomi Tajitsu 

TOKYO (Reuters) - Japanese automakers are looking beyond the industry trend to develop self¬ 
driving cars and turning their attention to robots to help keep the country's rapidly graying society on 
the move. 

Toyota Motor Corp said it saw the possibility of becoming a mass producer of robots to help the 
elderly in a country whose population is ageing faster than the rest of the world as the birthrate 
decreases. 

The country's changing demographics place its automakers in a unique situation. Along with the 
issues usually associated with falling populations such as labor shortages and pension squeezes, 
Japan also faces dwindling domestic demand for cars. 

Toyota, the world's second largest automaker, made its first foray into commercializing rehabilitation 
robots on Wednesday, launching a rental service for its walk assist system, which helps patients to 
learn how to walk again after suffering strokes and other conditions. 

Toyota's system follows the release by Honda Motor Co of its own walking assist "robotic legs" in 
2015, which was based on technology developed for its ASIMO dancing robot. 

"If there's a way that we can enable more elderly people to stay mobile after they can no longer 
drive, we have to look beyond just cars and evolve into a maker of robots," Toshiyuki Isobe, chief 
officer of Toyota's Frontier Research Center, told Reuters in an interview on Wednesday. 

Speaking to reporters, he added that mass producing robots would be a natural step for the 
company which evolved from a loom maker in 1905 into an automaker whose mission is to "make 
practical products which serve a purpose". 

"Be it robots or cars, if there's a need for mass produced robots, we should do it with gusto," Isobe 
said. 

GROWING OLD 

Japan is graying faster than the rest of the world, with the number of people aged 65 or older 
accounting for 26.7 percent of the population in 2015, dwarfing the global average of about 8.5 
percent. 

As a result, demand for care services for elderly people has boomed and a shrinking working 
population means that fewer able-bodied adults are available to look after them. 

Globally, sales of robots for elderly and handicap assistance will total about 37,500 units in 2016- 
2019, and are expected to increase substantially within the next 20 years, according to the 
International Federation of Robotics. 

At the same time, car sales in Japan have fallen 8.5 percent between 2013-2016, as older drivers 
stop buying cars while car ownership becomes less of a priority among younger drivers. 
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Like most major automakers, Toyota is still competing fiercely to develop self-driving cars, 
committing $1 billion to a robotics and A.I. research center. 

Isobe conceded that it took Toyota longer to develop robots than cars, as it stretched the company 
further beyond its comfort zone. As a result, Toyota's new walking assist system took more than 10 
year to bring to market. 

"The biggest challenges have been in determining the needs of the robot market, which is relatively 
new, and to ensure that our products are safe," Isobe said. 

Still, industry experts said that automakers were well placed to compete with medical technology 
companies including Switzerland's Hocoma and robot manufacturers such as ReWalk Robotics of 
the United States, both of which have developed robotic walking assist systems. 

"Cars operate using engines and other components which enable mobility and control," said 
Nagayoshi Nakano, research vice president at Gartner Research's loT Center of Excellence. 

"On top of that, many of them have been partnering with the likes of Google and other companies 
looking at applying artificial intelligence, which will put them in a strong position to compete in robot 
services for the elderly." 
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Royal Mile seances aim to ‘summon spirit of Sir Walter Scott’ - The Scotsman 


Royal Mile seances aim to ‘summon spirit of Sir Walter Scott’ 


scotsman.com 



With its elegant Georgian architecture, it has 
been one of the most prestigious buildings on 
Edinburgh’s Royal Mile for nearly two 
centuries. 


But the neo-classical grandeur of the Signet 
Library is about to be shaken up by a series of 
chilling events inspired by the darker side of 
one of the city’s best known authors. 


BRIAN FERGUSON 


Monday 22 May 2017 


The Napier Room we are using has been pretty much untouched since the library 
was built in 1822 and when Scott would have known it 

A psychologist has unveiled plans to stage regular Walter Scott Seances after discovering the 
writer’s little-known interest in the supernatural, folklore and the occult after moving into his old 
house in the New Town. 

Professor Richard Wiseman has won permission from the historic legal society which runs the 
library to use a chamber beneath the elegant lower library where afternoon teas are currently 
served. 

A little-known book by Scott on witchcraft and demonology, the writer’s death mask, and the seal 
used for his will are among the props expected to feature in the “mystery and magic” event, which 
launches on 4 June. 

Professor Wiseman has unveiled plans for the new venture six years after launching a new 
“Edinburgh Secret Society” to stage one-off events and experiments “for those of a curious 
disposition” around the city. 

He said: “The secret society grew and grew, and our events would always sell out, but they were 
always one-offs and as we had set the bar fairly high each one of them involved an enormous 
amount of work. The thinking behind the new event is that it will hopefully grow into a whole new 
attraction that lives in the city. 

“I started to read about Scott when I moved into his old house on North Castle Street about four 
years ago. There’s obviously the well-known main story about Scott and his involvement with the 
city, but there is also a weird undertone with him in that he was really into ghosts and hauntings, 
which has kind of been whitewashed out of history. 

“He had a collection of more than 250 volumes at his home at Abbotsford in the Borders. 

“He wrote his own book on witchcraft and demonology, which is really interesting, as he is pretty 
torn between being sceptical, as this is during the era of the Scottish Enlightenment and he has a 
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Royal Mile seances aim to ‘summon spirit of Sir Walter Scott’ - The Scotsman 


thing about there being a rational explanation for everything, but as a writer he obviously just loves 
ghosts.” 

The underground Napier Room - named after 19th century solicitor, university professor and 
Encyclopaedia Britannica editor Macvey Napier - will open to the public for the fitst time to play host 
to the 50-minute “performances.” 

Partly inspired by Edinburgh-born Scott’s links with the WS Society, where he had an apprentice, 
the events will be open to audiences of only around 30 at a time. 

Professor Wiseman will introduce them to a number of historic artefacts linked to Scott, including his 
death mask, discuss the kind of interests that inspired his book on Demonology and Witchcraft and 
his ghost story The Tapestries, and then attempt to summon his spirit. 

He added: “The Napier Room we are using has been pretty much untouched since the library was 
built in 1822 and when Scott would have known it. When the Signet Library told me about it I 
thought it would be really interesting to do something to bring Scott and his interests in ghosts alive 
in there.” 

© Johnston Publishing Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Rubber duckies floated in pothole as part of British village protest stuff.co.nz 


stuff Last updated 12:28, May 22 2017 



Residents of a small British village 
fed up with potholes have staged a 
very unusual protest. 


Ruffled residents of Steeple Aston, 
Oxfordshire, put a small army of 
rubber ducks in rainfilled potholes 
last week to draw attention to the 


poor state of the of one of the village 
roads. 


Steeple Aston Parish councillor 


Martin Lipson donated the ducks, 

which had previously been used for a charity event. 

"We all met and we had bags and bags of bright yellow rubber ducks and luckily it was raining so 
the potholes were filling up perfectly for these ducks to have a little swim," Steeple Aston Parish 
councillor Helen Wright told the BBC. 

"Neighbours came out to see what was going on... cars were slowing down and asking us what was 
going on, cheering, and giving us the thumbs up. 

Residents say the potholes pose a injury risk, and have accused authorities of "ducking the issue". 

Oxfordshire County Council acknowledged the road was in poor condition, but denied the potholes 
were a safety problem. 

The council's website stated any pothole the "depth of a coke can or the size of a dinner plate on a 
quiet carriageway" may need urgent attention. 

A council spokesperson said the potholes in Steeple Aston would be fixed. 

"When we have determined the most appropriate method of repair we will be in touch with the 
parish council to let them know what we will do and when," the council said. 

- Stuff 
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Runaway tire bounces into store, hits two guys in the head | Where Orlando Turns First For Breaking News, Weather, and Traffic 


NEWS' 




By: Samantha Jordan 


r 


April 20, 2017 5:21 AM 
Photo Credit: Twitter 

TURKEY - That tire dearly had a mind of its own. 

After falling off a vehicle, the Large tire is seen on several security videos bouncing off into the street, and 
slamming into a tree before making its final destination inside a pharmacy and taking aim at two guys sitting 
inside. 

The bizarre incident occurred in Turkey’s southern Adana province, according to Daily Sabah. 

"We are a pharmacy. We were waiting for patients. A wheel came instead. We're shocked," said owner Abdulkadir 
Erdeve whose friends were hit in the tire attack. 

Fortunately, the tire had a Lost a bit of momentum before it made its surprise appearance in the store and the two 
men weren’t injured. 
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Russian explorers find 'swamp' of Soviet money - BBC News 


Russian explorers find 'swamp' of Soviet money - BBC News bbc.com 


YouTube/Abandoned Country 

A group of explorers in Russia have 
found around a billion roubles in old 
Soviet money at an abandoned 
mine, but it's all completely 
worthless. 

The group from Saint Petersburg, 
who publish a blog on abandoned 
sites across Russia, came across 
the money after following rumours 
that large quantities of cash had 
been dumped in old missile silos 
near Moscow after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Komsomolskaya Pravda news website 
reports. After travelling for several hours across rough terrain in Russia's Vladimir region, they found 
the mine literally overflowing with cash. 

The site contains an estimated one billion roubles ($18m; £13.5m at current exchange rates, or 
$33.3m at the "official" Soviet rate in 1991) in Soviet Union banknotes of various denominations 
issued between 1961 and 1991, all no longer legal tender in the Russian Federation. The mine had 
been flooded in recent years, leaving what was essentially a swamp of banknotes bearing the face 
of Vladimir Lenin, the explorers' YouTube channel shows. 

According to their account of events, elderly locals told the team about the mine, but said that 
nobody dared go near the place because it was linked to the Soviet Union's ballistic missile 
programme, and contaminated with radiation. However, Geiger counters showed that this was not 
the case. 

More still to be found? 

Team member Olga Bogdanova said that the sight of such "riches" was difficult to convey in words. 
"There's delight and some sadness, because you realise that this is a bygone era which will never 
return, that all this money would have been more than enough for anybody," she said. Just 100 
roubles would have been a very good salary back in Soviet times. 

Fellow explorers Anton Alekseev and Sergey Volkov were subsequently interviewed on Rossiyal 
television, where the presenter noted that the cash was dumped following a government decision at 
the end of the Soviet Union, and that this might be one of at least three such sites across Russia. 

The video has caught the imagination of social media users, many of whom wish that the cash was 
still legal tender. "I would dive in there like Scrooge McDuck," says one user, while another 
exclaimed, "I wish I could have a time machine, return with a pack of those banknotes and buy 
myself a controlling stake in Google, Gazprom, Rosneft, and never work again." 



Just some of the worthless banknotes found at an old mine near Moscow 


Image copyright YouTube/Abandoned Country 
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Russians parade in blackface ahead of Cameroon-Germany match 

Alec Luhn in Moscow 

Tuesday 30 May 2017 Last modified on Tuesday 30 May 2017 theguardian.COITI 


People in blackface and carrying bananas marched in an 
official parade in Sochi less than a month before the city 
hosts Cameroon for a Confederations Cup match, once 
again raising concerns about racism at football matches 
in Russia. 

A photograph from state news agency Tass showed a 
man in a Cameroon jersey with his face and arms 
painted black beating a drum at the Carnaval Sochi Fest 
parade on Saturday. A second man in blackface is 
visible behind him, wearing an Afro wig and carrying a drum and bananas on a string. 

Another man can be seen draped in a Mexican flag, wearing a sombrero and what appears to be a 
stick-on black mustache. Two young men in a different photograph were wearing what appeared to 
be Native American headdresses and fringed costumes. 

Cameroon will play Germany at Fisht stadium in Sochi, which was built for the 2014 Winter 
Olympics, on 25 June. Mexico will play New Zealand at the stadium on 21 June. 

Sochi’s mayor led more than 3,000 marchers in “bright 
costumes” down a main street to officially open the 
southern city’s beach season. The marchers in blackface 
were part of a section dedicated to the Confederations 
Cup, which will serve as a dry run for the World Cup that 
Russia will host next year. 

Late on Tuesday, the Sochi city government said in a 
statement that the parade was a “celebration of the 
different continents and a testimony of Russia’s open 
attitude toward traditions from around the globe.” 

“By no means did the carnival parade intend to insult anyone,” it said. “On the contrary, it was 
organized with the friendliest of goals in mind: to create a positive atmosphere. We look forward to 
warmly welcoming the Cameroon national team and its fans, as well as the representatives of all 
other countries, during the FIFA Confederations Cup.” 

But Russia’s track record of football-related racism has raised questions about whether non-white 
fans and players will be comfortable at the two huge international football tournaments. 

A 2015 report by the Fare network and the Moscow-based Sova Centre for information and analysis 
documented 99 racist and far-right displays and 21 racially motivated attacks by Russian football 
fans during the 2012-13 and 2013-14 seasons. In one case, hooligans beat up fans of Anzhi 
Makhachkala, a club from Russia’s mostly Muslim Caucasus region, outside matches in Moscow 
and St Petersburg in August 2012. 
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International players have also been targeted. A banana was thrown at Brazilian left back Roberto 
Carlos at a match in St Petersburg in 2011, and fans in Moscow held up a banana banner directed 
at Nigerian striker Peter Odemwingie in 2010. 



Russia has promised racism will not be 
an issue at the tournaments it will host, 
and the Russian Football Union appointed former Chelsea midfielder Alexei Smertin anti-racism and 
discrimination inspector in February. But even this news didn’t come without controversy, as Smertin 
had said in 2015 that “there’s no racism in Russia”. 


Zenit St Petersburg’s star striker Hulk 
says he encounters racism in ’almost 
every game’ in Russia 

Zenit St Petersburg’s Brazilian striker 
Hulk said in 2015 he encounters racism 
in “almost every game” in Russia, and 
Ghanaian player Emmanuel Frimpong 
said he was “racially abused” by the 
crowd while playing for FC Ufa. 


The head of the official Russians supporter group at Euro 2016, Alexander Shprygin, has far-right 
affiliations and has been photographed performing a Nazi salute. He was among fans detained after 
violent clashes at the Russia-England match and was later deported. 

Lolade Adewuyi, a Nigerian journalist who was present at the Sochi parade, told Associated Press 
that he didn’t believe the marchers were trying to offend but were simply unaware of the impact of 
their actions. 


© 2017 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved. 
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Western Michigan city breaks sand angel world record 


Western Michigan city breaks sand angel world record 


yahoo.com 


AP Associated PressJune 10, 2017 

LUDINGTON, Mich. (AP) — A western Michigan city has broken a mark set by the Guinness World 
Records for the most people simultaneously making sand angels at a beach. 

The Ludington Daily News and The Muskegon Chronicle report 1,387 people angelically assembled 
on a Lake Michigan beachfront in Ludington on Saturday and worked their magic for 30 seconds. 
That far surpasses the roughly 350 who made sand angels for 15 seconds two years ago in 
Pembrokeshire, Wales. 

A Guinness judge verified the record. 

The Spectrum Health Ludington Hospital Foundation organized what's been dubbed "Be Someone's 
Angel." The event, which had a $20 suggested donation, raised money for the hospital's cancer 
service center. 

The effort was part of "Love Ludington" weekend, which also features the opening of the Port of 
Ludington Maritime Museum. 
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Sask. ranchers stunned as beaver herds 150 cattle - Saskatoon - CBC News 


Beaver herds 150 cattle, stunning Saskatchewan ranchers 

2017/04/18 cbc.ca 


CBC Curious heifers marched after beaver, rancher calls event a very Canadian moment 

CBcnews By David Shield, CBC News Posted: Apr 17, 2017 1:28 PM CT Last Updated: Apr 18, 

cbc masthead logo 2017 10:11 AM CT 


Saskatchewan rancher Adrienne Ivey 
may have heard of a beaver, but until 
now, had never seen a beaver herd 
— cattle, that is. 

On Friday, Ivey and her husband were 
surprised to see 150 of their heifers 
crowded together in one of their 
pastures. 

Curious about the strange behaviour, 
they investigated further, to find the herd 
of cattle following a beaver that had 
wandered along. 

"He was out and about, I think looking 
for a new place to build a beaver lodge, and they were following him," Ivey said. "There was about a three-foot 
space around him. They didn't want to get closer than that." 

According to Ivey, heifers are more inquisitive than the average bovine, which may have led to them following 
the beaver. 

"They're a curious bunch," she said. "They're kind of like teenagers. And I think they were following this thing 
around because they couldn't figure out what the heck it was." 

Ivey thought the odd event was even more notable considering the beaver is Canada's national symbol. 

"We just thought this was so funny and so Canadian," she said. "A Canadian beaver leading around a bunch of 
Canadian cattle just makes it even more funny." 

Ivey said they have a number of sloughs and wetlands on the ranch, and often see beavers walking around. 
The couple farms near Ituna, 135 kilometres northeast of Regina. 

CBC 

Radio-Canada 

©2017 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved 
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Scientists claim Victorians ruined the world we live in | Daily Mail Online 


Experts say Victorians should be blamed for ruining today's world 

19:44 EDT, 11 June 2017 1 dailymail.CO.uk 


Daily moil 


Fed up with life? Blame the Victorians: Scientists claim 
the period is responsible for most of the annoyances of 
modern Britain 


.COm * Cheltenham Science Festival heard Victorians may 
have ruined today's world 

• Experts argued they are to blame for everything from hipster beards to pollution 

• They even ruined curry, according to experts, by trying to make it more 'British' 

By Victoria Allen for the Daily Mail 


It is celebrated as a period of British ingenuity, in which our tiny island started punching above its weight and the 
Empire had turned the globe red. 


But the Victorians are to blame for most of the annoyances of modern life, from hipster beards to the advertising 
industry, Photoshop and the consumerism of Christmas. 


An audience at Cheltenham Science Festival has heard from experts arguing that the Victorians may have 
ruined the world we live in. 


We waste gallons of water because of the toilets and sewage system they invented, while the cars on our road 
were also their idea. 



Experts blamed Victorians for everything from 
Photoshop to the advertising industry. Queen Victoria 
(pictured above with Prince Albert) helped popularise 
beards 

Queen Victoria had an appreciation of the soldiers 
fighting in sub-zero temperatures in the Crimea, who 
were for the first time allowed to grow them to keep 
their faces warm. That legacy can still be seen in most 
hipster coffee shops today 

Dr Kat Arney, a geneticist appearing with two 
engineers to make the lighthearted case yesterday, 
said: 'I am a big admirer of Victorians' vision. They did 
incredible things, their motto was basically go big or 
go home. 

'But they didn't think of the consequences.' The 
science broadcaster, who co-presented a radio 
show on the subject, said the Victorians had helped 
ruin the British countryside by introducing grey 
squirrels which are killing off our native reds. 

Queen Victoria popularised beards, with her 
appreciation of soldiers fighting in sub-zero 
temperatures in the Crimea, who were for the first 
time allowed to grow them to keep their faces 
warm. 

Dr Arney is now researching other examples with 
comedian sister Helen Arney, said: 'We can blame 


the Victorians for modern advertising, specifically Thomas Barratt. 
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Scientists claim Victorians ruined the world we live in | Daily Mail Online 

'He worked for Pears soap and came up with one of the first advertising slogans, 'Good morning, have you used 
Pears soap? 

'He created the first celebrity endorsement, bringing in the actress Lillie Langtry to advertise soap, which has 
now led more than a century later to Katie Price trying to flog us equestrian clothing.' 

Prince Albert, the husband of Queen Victoria, is famously responsible for popularising in Britain the German 
tradition of putting up a Christmas tree. 



We waste gallons of water because of the toilets 
and sewage system they invented, while the cars 
on our road were also their idea. 

But it is argued that the Victorians also initiated the 
rampant consumerist present-buying of the festive 
period. 

The period can even be credited with the birth of 
Photoshop. 

Dr Arney said: 'Take the Cottingley fairies, where 
two young girls fooled the world, including Arthur 
Conan Doyle, by cutting out pictures of fairies from 
a story book and taking photographs of them in 
their garden. 

'The Victorians loved their trick photography, including pictures of headless people. And today there are 
Photoshopped pictures on Twitter and we do not know for sure if they are real or not.' 

The Cheltenham talk, Engineering the Past: Did Victorians Ruin the World? featured Cambridge engineer Dr 
Hugh Hunt. 


The Victorians are to blame for most of the 
annoyances of modern life, from hipster 
beards to the advertising industry, 
Photoshop and the consumerism of 
Christmas 

Also speaking before the event, he said: 
'Every day when we flush the toilet we 
waste up to 50 litres of water - fresh, clean 
drinking water. 

'The Victorians came up with the sewers as 
the big solution to growing cities, instead of 
throwing waste out of the window, but 
compost toilets would be far better for the 
environment. 

'Why not use human manure in our gardens?' He added: 'The Victorians came up with the petrol internal 
combustion engine, but in 1820 there were hydrogen engines being developed. 

'They were dismissed because hydrogen gas isn't as energy dense as petrol, but for climate change maybe 
hydrogen was the better idea.' 

According to the experts, the Victorians even ruined curry by bringing it here and trying to make the recipe more 
British. 

Dr Arney told BBC Radio : 'The red squirrel was seen as a terrible pest, grey squirrels were introduced as an 
invasive species and they are now colonising the country' 
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Their championing of the beard saw adventurers coming 
back from conquering peaks such as Mont Blanc forced 
to grow beards to get public respect, it is argued. The 
association of facial hair with masculinity and derring-do 
may be to blame today for the ubiquity of bearded men. 

Dr Arney, whose programme with her sister Did the 
Victorians Ruin the World? was on BBC Radio 4, also 
blames the Highland Squirrel Club, which existed in 1903, 
for killing thousands of red squirrels. 

She said: 'The red squirrel was seen as a terrible pest, 
grey squirrels were introduced as an invasive species 
and they are now colonising the country. 

The Victorians had a lot of ideas which we now need to 



start rethinking.' 
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Seattle's Hotel Sorrento: Lavish, upscale, haunted by Alice B. Toklas 

By Daniel DeMay 

Updated 6:44 pm, Wednesday, October 26, 2016 Seattle pi. CO ITI 





Property of Museum of History & Industry, Seattle 

The Hotel Sorrento on Seattle's First Hill is a luxurious 
hotel with a rich tradition of upscale service. But it's 
also rumored to be haunted by someone who may 
never even have been a guest there. "By 1910, a 
number of hotels had been built just outside Seattle's 
downtown area for people traveling on business or 
pleasure. The Hotel Sorrento, which advertised itself 
as 'A hotel in the heart of things' opened on First Hill in 
1908. It had Seattle's first rooftop restaurant, a roof 
garden, and scenic views of the city, the bay, and the 
mountains. This photo shows the Hotel Sorrento in 
about 1912. The hotel still stands on the corner of 
Madison Street and Terry Avenue." -MOHAI Photo: 

Courtesy MOHA! 



Property of Museum of History & Industry, Seattle 


"By 1910, a number of hotels had been built just The Hotel 

outside Seattle's downtown area for people traveling 
on business or pleasure. The Sorrento Hotel, which 
advertised itself as 'A hotel in the heart of things' 
opened on First Hill in 1908. It had Seattle's first 
rooftop restaurant, a roof garden, and scenic views of 
the city, the bay, and the mountains. This photo shows 
the Sorrento Hotel's dining room in about 1921. The 
hotel still stands on the corner of Madison Street and 


Terry Avenue." -MOHAI Photo: Courtesy MOHAI 



A chandelier hangs near the may never even have been a 
entry to the Sorrento Hotel. Quest there. "By 1910, a 

Photo: Scott Eklund number of hotels had been 


built just outside Seattle's 
downtown area for people 
traveling on business or 
pleasure. The Hotel 
Sorrento, which advertised 
itself as A hotel in the heart 
of things' opened on First Hill 
in 1908. It had Seattle's first 
rooftop restaurant, a roof 
garden, and scenic views of 
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the city, the bay, and the 
mountains. This photo shows 
the Hotel Sorrento in about 
1912. The hotel still stands 
on the corner of Madison 
Street and Terry Avenue." - 
MOHAI 



"By 1910, a number of hotels 
had been built just outside 
Seattle's downtown area for 
people traveling on business 
or pleasure. The Sorrento 
Hotel, which advertised itself 
as A hotel in the heart of 
things' opened on First Hill in 
1908. It had Seattle's first 
rooftop restaurant, a roof 
garden, and scenic views of 
the city, the bay, and the 
mountains. This photo shows 
the Sorrento Hotel's dining 
room in about 1921. The 
hotel still stands on the 
corner of Madison Street and 
Terry Avenue." -MOHAI 


"By 1910, a number of hotels 
had been built just outside 
Seattle's downtown area for 
people traveling on business 
or pleasure. The Sorrento 
Hotel, which advertised itself 
as 'A hotel in the heart of 
things' opened on First Hill in 
1908. It had Seattle's first 
rooftop restaurant, a roof 
garden, and scenic views of 
the city, the bay, and the 
mountains. This photo shows 
the entrance to the Sorrento 
Hotel in about 1921. The 
hotel still stands on the 
corner of Madison Street and 
Terry Avenue." -MOHAI 


"By 1910, a number of hotels 
had been built just outside 
Seattle's downtown area for 
people traveling on business 
or pleasure. The Sorrento 
Hotel, which advertised itself 
as 'A hotel in the heart of 
things' opened on First Hill in 
1908. It had Seattle's first 
rooftop restaurant, a roof 
garden, and scenic views of 
the city, the bay, and the 
mountains. This photo shows 
the garden of the Sorrento 
Hotel in about 1921. The 
hotel still stands on the 
corner of Madison Street and 
Terry Avenue." -MOHAI 


"By 1910, a number of hotels 
had been built just outside 
Seattle's downtown area for 
people traveling on business 
or pleasure. The Sorrento 
Hotel, which advertised itself 
as 'A hotel in the heart of 
things' opened on First Hill in 
1908. It had Seattle's first 
rooftop restaurant, a roof 
garden, and scenic views of 
the city, the bay, and the 
mountains. This photo shows 
the Sorrento Hotel's tea room 
in about 1921. The hotel still 
stands on the corner of 
Madison Street and Terry 
Avenue." -MOHAI 



The Sorrento Hotel was 
designed by Seattle architect 
Harlan Thomas to take full 
advantage of the views of 
Puget Sound. 


Author Gertrude Stein, left, 
70, America's most famous 
expatriate, posing with her 
companion Alice B. Toklas 
and their white poodle on the 
doorstep of her house. Some 
say the ghost of Toklas is 
haunting the Sorrento 
Hotel. Photo taken Sept. 1, 
1944. 



Sorrento Hotel owner 
Michael Malone bought the 
hotel in 1981, sensing a 
"diamondin the rough" 
beneath coats of white paint. 


This lion knocker hangs on 
the door of the hotel's Hunt 
Club. 



Brooke Byrne pours herself 
another cup at the Sorrento 
Hotel's Fireside Room. 


Sorrento on Seattle's First Hill is a luxurious hotel with a rich tradition of upscale service. But it's also 
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rumored to be haunted by someone who may never even have been a guest there. 

"By 1910, a number of hotels had been built just outside Seattle's downtown area for people 
traveling on business or pleasure. The Hotel Sorrento, which advertised itself as 'A hotel in the heart 
of things' opened on First Hill in 1908. It had Seattle's first rooftop restaurant, a roof garden, and 
scenic views of the city, the bay, and the mountains. This photo shows the Hotel Sorrento in about 
1912. The hotel still stands on the corner of Madison Street and Terry Avenue." -MOHAI 

The Hotel Sorrento on Seattle's First Hill is a luxurious hotel with a rich tradition of upscale service. 
But it's also rumored to be haunted by someone who may never even have been a guest there. 

The Hotel Sorrento on Seattle's First Hill is a luxurious hotel with a rich tradition of upscale service. 
But it's also rumored to be haunted by someone who may never even have been a guest there. 

"By 1910, a number of hotels had been built just outside Seattle's downtown area for people 
traveling on business or pleasure. The Hotel Sorrento, which advertised itself as 'A hotel in the heart 
of things' opened on First Hill in 1908. It had Seattle's first rooftop restaurant, a roof garden, and 
scenic views of the city, the bay, and the mountains. This photo shows the Hotel Sorrento in about 
1912. The hotel still stands on the corner of Madison Street and Terry Avenue." -MOHAI 

The Hotel Sorrento on Seattle's First Hill is a luxurious hotel with a rich tradition of upscale service. 
But it's also rumored to be haunted by someone who may never even have been a guest there. 

Aside from having a long history as one of the city’s most lavish hotels, Seattle’s Hotel Sorrento also 
has a well-known history of hauntings. 

First opened in 1909, the luxurious Italianate-styled building was a luxe apartment hotel known 
through the 1960s for its top-floor dining facilities, with glorious views of Elliott Bay and the Olympic 
Mountains. 

And unlike so many old buildings, its ghostly presence isn’t linked to some awful murder or dastardly 
deeds by past residents. 

Instead, the First Hill property earned its spot on USA Today’s 13 most haunted hotels list last year 
because of someone who didn’t even live in Seattle when it opened. 

Alice B. Toklas, longtime partner of Gertrude Stein, inspiration for Stein’s book “The Autobiography 
of Alice B. Toklas,” and perhaps the first person to bring pot brownies to the realm of cooking 
literature, is said to walk the halls of the old hotel. 

But in all likelihood, she never walked those halls when she was among the living. 

Toklas was born in San Francisco but lived in a home with her family near the site of the hotel while 
she studied music at the University of Washington. 

She and her family moved back to San Francisco at least 10 years before the hotel opened, and yet 
she supposedly haunts the fourth floor of the seven-floor inn. Room 408 -- for an unknown reason -- 
seems to be her favorite, flitting by in the hallway dressed in ghostly white, causing the lights to dim 
and occasionally moving drinks in the Dunbar Room. 

Hearst Newspapers © Copyright 2017 Hearst Seattle Media, LLC 
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Secret trap door in Florence chapel ‘led to room full of Michelangelo drawings' | Metro News 


Secret trap door in Florence chapel ‘led to room full of Michelangelo 
drawings' metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukWednesday 26 Apr 2017 4:19 pm 

Photograph by Paolo Woods, National Geographic 
& Photograph by Getty Images 

A trapdoor discovered behind a wardrobe in a 
chapel in Florence led to a room covered in chalk 
and charcoal drawings - thought to be the work of 
Michelangelo. 

The drawings were shown off this week in 
photographs in a National Geographic exclusive - 
almost 40 years after their discovery. 

The drawings are still controversial - after they were 

secret trap door in Florence chapel ‘led to room filled with unearthed by museum director Paolo Dal Poggetto 

while looking for a new way for tourists to leave the 



Michelangelo artworks 

Medici Chapels. 



Photograph by Paolo Woods, National Geographic 
& Photograph by Getty Images 


Secret trap door in Florence chapel ‘led to room filled with 
Michelangelo artworks’ 


Getty 



Secret trap door in Florence chapel ‘led to room filled with 
Michelangelo artworks’ 


The room was full of coal - and under several layers of plaster, drawings which appeared to 
resemble some of Michelangelo’s most famous work were found. 

‘When we have very old buildings, we must pay attention,’ says Monica Bietti, Dal Poggetto’s 
successor at the Medici Chapels. 


Getty 

One of the drawings resembled a sculpture found in the New Sacristy chamber of the chapel above 
- which was designed by Michelangelo. 
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Secret trap door in Florence chapel ‘led to room full of Michelangelo drawings' | Metro News 



Dal Pogetto has suggested that Michelangelo 
produced the drawings in 1530 while hiding in 
the room from the Medici family, who he had 
betrayed. 

Getty 

Bietti says, ‘Naturally, 
Michelangelo was 
afraid - and he 
decided to stay in the 
room.’ 

Other experts suggest 
that the drawings may 
come from an earlier 
decade - and be the 
work of 

Michelangelo’s assistants, as they are too amateurish. 
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Papa John’s Employees Caught Selling Cocaine In Pizza Boxes 


Papa John’s Employees Caught Selling Cocaine In Pizza Boxes yahoo.com 



Five suspects ranging in age from 18 to 26 
were arrested in Sammamish, just east of 
Seattle, with two men arrested for the selling of the drugs. The two men allegedly stashed drugs in 
the restaurant's sinks, soap dispensers and cash register as they sold the drugs, according to 
detectives. 


IBT. Steven Klett 

International Business TimesJune 3, 2017 

Papa John’s employees are accused of 
selling cocaine out of pizza boxes as result of 
a six-month investigation that detectives 
dubbed “Operation Extra Olives.” 


Employees at a Papa John’s in Washington 
state have been accused of selling cocaine 
out of pizza boxes. The arrests are the result 
of a six-month investigation that detectives 
dubbed “Operation Extra Olives.” 


Detectives seized nearly $30,000 in cash, a vehicle and the drugs. 

In December 2016, the sheriff's office said that Sammamish police received a tip that Papa John's 
employees were selling cocaine, according to a report by CNN. The two men sold drugs from the 
Papa John’s parking lot. 

"What the detectives would do is they'd order pizza and go out and wait in the parking lot," said 
one detective. "The employee would bring the pizza out and in the box would be the cocaine." 

According to local news station KIRO-7, the drug bust happened on Friday morning in the local 
Washington neighborhood. 

Ann Michaelson, who lives across the street, was interviewed by KIRO-7, and said she woke up to 
the sound of a stun grenade. Then she heard a voice on a megaphone, telling the occupants to 
come out with their hands over their heads. 


She said no one came out, but officers eventually went in. 

“It was a big deal. It was all the time,” Michaelson said. “I feel really badly for all the young people 
that get caught up in that. My heart just aches for the families.” 

Officers went to two other homes, both in Sammamish, where they arrested a 19-year-old man and 
an 18-year-old man. Another 18-year-old man turned himself into the Sammamish police station 
later in the day. 

Papa John's customer Victoria Edwards told KIRO-7, “You don’t give it any thought, and you don’t 
think like - ‘is my pizza going to be covered in cocaine today?”’ 
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She continued, saying that she would still continue to frequent the chain, but will be a bit more 
cautious. 

“I’m going to take a bite, and make sure I don’t get any weird post-nasal drip, and I’ll let the kids 
have some,” she said. 

Papa John's released a statement Friday night. 

"Papa John's has zero tolerance for this type of offensive and illegal behavior. The franchisee has 
confirmed that the employees involved with this situation are no longer employed and we apologize 
for their actions. The franchisee is working in full cooperation with local law enforcement to resolve 
this matter. Furthermore, food safety and sanitation is of the utmost importance to Papa John's. 

The franchisee took immediate action steps, with Health Department oversight, and the location was 
cleared to reopen." 
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Serial Killer H. H. Holmes' Remains Are Exhumed 


Did the Notorious 19th-Century ‘Devil in the White City’ Serial Killer 

Fake His Own Death? people.com 


By KC Baker*@kcbaker77777 
Posted on May 5, 2017 at 3:01pm EDT 

H.H. Holmes 

Chicago History Museum/Getty 

The remains of a notorious 19th-century serial killer — who was the subject 
of Erik Larson’s 2003 bestselling book, The Devil in the White City — are 
being exhumed to finally dispel the rumor that the killer conned his way into 
having another prisoner executed in his place. 

Dr. H. H. Holmes was hanged in 1896 in Philadelphia for murdering his 
business partner, but it’s believed he killed many more. 

Just before his execution, the once-respected pharmacist turned con artist, 
who was born Herman Webster Mudgett, confessed to killing at least 27 
people, according to the Chicago Tribune. 

The dead included his son, who is thought to be Holmes’ first victim. 

Other accounts claim that he may have killed more than 200 people, among them vulnerable young 
women who came to the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893. 

Some of his victims were killed in a three-story hotel — later dubbed the “Murder Castle” or “Murder 
Hotel” — that he built in the fashionable neighborhood of Englewood, outfitting a former pharmacy 
with hidden passageways, doors that could only be locked from the outside and gas jets to 
asphyxiate guests who were staying for the fair. 

Soon after his death, rumors began swirling that Holmes was not actually the convict who was 
executed and buried in the Holy Cross Cemetery in Yeadon, Pennsylvania. 

The speculation went that, instead, Holmes somehow slipped out of the execution by arranging to 
have another prisoner hanged in his place while he escaped to South America. 

View of the World’s Fair Hotel — also known as “Holmes’ Castle,” the “Murder Castle” and other 
names — in Chicago in the mid-1890s. 

Chicago History Museum/Getty 

Now, 120 years later, Holmes’ great-grandchildren have received permission from a Pennsylvania 
court to unearth his remains in order to put such rumors to rest. 

Under a decree issued by the Court of Common Pleas of Delaware County, Pennsylvania, the 
exhumation of Holmes’ remains is underway at Holy Cross Cemetery, according to a spokesman for 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, which owns the land. 
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The Anthropology Department at the University of 
Pennsylvania is conducing the exhumation and will 
perform a DNA analysis on the remains, a 
spokesperson says. 

Holmes’ three great-grandchildren, who could not 
immediately be reached for comment, have submitted 
DNA samples to the university for comparison, 
according to the Associated Press. 

The killer continues to generate interest more than a 
century after his death: Leonardo DiCaprio is 
reuniting with director Martin Scorsese in an 
adaptation of Larson’s book. Holmes will also be featured in an upcoming show on the History 
Channel. 

For his part, Larson told the AP in an email, “I have absolute confidence the body in that grave is 
Holmes.” 

All products featured were editorially selected. PEOPLE.com may receive a percentage of sales 
for items purchased from these links. 

Copyright © 2017 Time Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission 
is prohibited. 
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Girl, 12, forced to pull out of chess championship 'because of dress' | Metro News 


Girl, 12, forced to pull out of chess championship 'because her dress was too 
seductive' metro.co.uk 


Ashitha Nagesh for Metro.co.ukSaturday 29 Apr 2017 6:27 pm 

This is the dress she was wearing (Picture: Facebook/Kaushal Kal) 

A 12-year-old girl was forced to withdraw from a chess tournament because her 
outfit - a knee-length cotton child’s dress - was deemed ‘too seductive’. 

Posting on Facebook, chess coach Kaushal Kandhar expressed his shock and 
outrage at what transpired at the tournament in Putrajaya. 

Fie said the girl was left ‘extremely embarrassed’ and ‘disturbed’ when the 
National Scholastic Chess Championship director and chief arbiter made the 
comments to her in the middle of a match. 

The tournament director deemed my student’s dress to be “seductive” and a 
“temptation from a certain angle far, far away”,’ Kal wrote. ‘We found this 
statement completely out of line!’ 

Kal said that the director told the girl and her mother that they needed to go to the mall and by her a pair of 
trousers - but by that time it was already 10pm, and the matches the next day restarted at 9am. 

Because they weren’t able to get a replacement outfit in time the girl - who was a regional champion in Kuala 
Lumpur - had to pull out of the competition. 

This incident has resulted in loss of time and money which was invested before, during and after the 
tournament on coaching, registration fees, travelling, accommodation and other incurred cost. 

This bright young girl was recently the champion of her district in MSS Kuala Lumpur and has shown 
tremendous potential in chess. 

This incident has left her extremely disturbed, and embarrassed.’ 

He added that he had been playing chess in Malaysia for almost 20 years, and had ‘never heard of this type of 
issue in any tournaments’ in the country. 

This should be the first and last time this kind of issue ever appears,’ he said, before demanding an official 
apology from the championship. 

A Malaysian Chess Federation spokesman told Malay Mail Online that the tournament secretariat is currently 
investigating the incident. 

He claimed that the official complaint lodged by the girl’s mother differed slightly from Kal’s account, but would 
not divulge any information for legal reasons. 
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Murder by Gaslight: She Didn’t Do as He Wished. 


She Didn’t Do as He Wished. 


murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century 
American murders. 

Saturday, May 27, 2017 

Little Murders 


Shortly after 4:00, the afternoon of November 4, 1893, Fred L. Buck 
rushed into the police station in Elgin, Illinois and announced, “I’ve just 
killed my wife; she’s been leading a fast life and I had to end it.” 

Police went to the Bucks’ residence and found Fred Buck’s wife, Julia, 
in the bedroom, lying face down in a pool of blood. He had shot her in 
the temple at such short range that the bullet went straight through her 
head and was found embedded in her hair, which she wore knotted in 
the back. A second shot he fired in her back had been unnecessary as 
the first shot had killed her instantly. 

Fred Buck was the Illinois State Game and Fish Warden and had been 
in charge of the government aquariums in the Fisheries Building at the 
World’s Fair in Chicago. He was also engaged in the manufacture of a patent lantern and had 
previously been a private detective. His wife Julia, 30-years-old, was the brother of Theodore F. 
Swan who owned a large department store in Elgin. Both Fred and Julia were previously married 
and divorced. 

Julia’s mother could think of no motive for the murder. She conceded that her daughter had been 
somewhat eccentric but did not believe that she was guilty of any serious crime. Others saw the 
marriage differently; though both had come from well-known, prominent families, Fred and Julia 
were not considered to be particularly compatible. At the time of his arrest, Buck said that his wife 
was better off now, she had been living contrary to his wishes, and he had to stop it. Whatever it 
was that triggered Fred Buck to shoot Julia was never revealed. 

Fred L. Buck was indicted by the Kane County grand jury in February 1894, for the murder of his 
wife. He was held in the County Jail until his trial the following January. His plea was guilty, and he 
was sentenced to twenty-five years in the penitentiary. Throughout his time in jail, Fred Buck 
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maintained a morose silence; he was resigned to his fate and said he did not care to see the world 
again. 


Sources: 

“Both Held for Murder,” Kokomo Daily Tribune, February 15, 1894. 

“Deliberately Murdered His Wife,” The Scranton Republican, November 27, 1893. 

“Didn't Do as He Wished,” The Times, November 27, 1893. 

“He Shoots His Wife,” Chicago Daily Tribune, November 26, 1893. 

“Murdered by Her Husband,” National Police Gazette, December 16, 1893. 

“Shot and Killed his Wife,” Princeton Bureau County Tribune, December 1, 1893. 

“Twenty-Five Years for Wife Murder,” Daily Inter Ocean, January 9, 1895. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

Labels: 1890s , Gunshot, Illinois , Matricide 

1 comments : 

NorthsideRasta says: 

May 27, 2017 at 4:29 PM 

Same economic levels don't necessarily equate for a happy marriage. 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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Short of Giants • Damn Interesting 


Short of Giants 

written by Brendan Mackie, copyright© 30 March 2017. damninteresting.COm 



The king’s agents fanned out across Europe, on the lookout for 
tall men to press into the fabled Grand Grenadiers of Potsdam. 
Diplomats trying to get on Frederick’s good side quickly learned 
to send Freddy larger-than-normal men as human presents. 
Every year the Russian Tsar Peter the Great-who stood at six 
foot seven inches tall himself-made a gift of fifty giants. Once, 
when Peter took back an especially large specimen and 
replaced him with a shorter one, Frederick refused to speak to 
any Russian diplomat for months. “The wound,” the King 
explained, “is still too raw.” Fredrick even tried to ensure a race of giants by forcing all the tall men in 
Prussia to marry tall women. 


In the 17th Century there was a shortage of giants in Europe, 
and only one man was to blame. The giant-greedy Frederick the 
First of Prussia. 


Though King Frederick wouldn’t ever dare risk his giants in anything resembling an actual war, he 
didn’t let his giant army just gather dust in a cupboard. He trained with the regiment every day, and 
showed them off to foreign dignitaries. Whenever he was feeling gloomy, he would have the 
regiment march through his rooms, led by the regiment’s mascot, a live (though presumably normal¬ 
sized) bear. 
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Researchers name loud shrimp after Pink Floyd 


Researchers name loud shrimp after Pink Floyd 


yahoo.com 


This undated image provided by Universidade 
Federal de Goias shows a Synalpheus 
pinkfloydi, a newly discovered species of 
shrimp named for Pink Floyd. The shrimp uses 
a bright pink claw to create a sound loud 
enough to kill small fish. (Arthur 
Anker/Universidade Federal de Goias via AP) 

OXFORD, England (AP) — A newly 
discovered species of shrimp that uses a 
bright pink claw to create a sound loud enough 
to kill small fish has been named for Pink 
Floyd. 

The shrimp found on Panama's Pacific coast has been dubbed Synalpheus pinkfloydi in the peer- 
reviewed journal Zootaxa. Oxford University Museum of Natural History researcher Sammy De 
Grave is one of three researchers credited with discovering the creature. He says the description of 
the shrimp was "the perfect opportunity to finally give a nod to my favorite band." 

According to Oxford, pistol or snapping shrimps close their enlarged claws at a rapid speed to 
create an imploding bubble. The result is a sound so loud it can kill or stun a fish. 

Pink Floyd is also honored in nature with a damselfly named after its 1969 album "Ummagumma." 


Ap Associated PressApril 13, 2017 
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Murder by Gaslight: Sin and Sorrow. 


murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century 
American murders. 


Saturday, May 13, 2017 
Sin and Sorrow. 

When neighbors heard 
two muffled gunshots, 
the afternoon of 
September 20, 1880, 
coming from the home 
of George Ware and 
family on Maple Street 
in Dayton, Ohio, it 
caused little concern; 
they assumed 
someone inside was 
trying to kill rats. But a 
few moments later Lee 

Brumbaugh hurried from the house, bleeding from a wound in his side. He was staggering when he 
reached the grocery store on the corner. Entering the store, he said to the proprietor, “I’m shot; 
George Ware did it.” The proprietor caught him and laid him on the floor. Less than five minutes 
later Brumbaugh was dead. George Ware then entered the store carrying Brumbaugh’s coat, vest, 
and hat and said, “I shot Lee Brumbaugh, but I am sorry now for it.” 

Lee Brumbaugh was a prominent attorney, well known in Dayton, and news of his murder spread 
quickly through the town. It was first rumored that the motive had been political, Brumbaugh was a 
member of the Democratic Central Committee, and Ware was president of the Republican Central 
Committee. But a second rumor, that Ware had caught his wife and Lee Brumbaugh in flagrante 
delicto, proved true. 

Lee Brumbaugh had been George Ware’s attorney and had recently defended Ware (who 
apparently had fidelity issues of his own) on a bastardy charge. The Ware and Brumbaugh families 
were very close and often visited each other. But neighbors had observed for some time that Lee 
Brumbaugh frequently visited the Ware home when George Ware was out of town. 
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Murder by Gaslight: Sin and Sorrow. 


Ware was a mail route agent working on a railroad line that traveled between Cincinnati and 
Cleveland, and his schedule was “two on, one off’—he traveled with the train for two weeks, then 
spent a week at home. His week off had just ended, and he left for the depot night of September 19, 
but instead of boarding the train, he went back home and hid in the basement. He had intercepted a 
letter from Lee Brumbaugh to his wife, arranging a meeting the following afternoon. He planned to 
wait for his arrival and catch them in the act. 

At first, there was talk in Dayton of lynching Ware for the murder, but as the facts became known, 
tempers softened, and by the time of Ware’s trial in November, public sympathy was on his side. His 
attorneys stressed that Ware had been a prisoner at Andersonville during the Civil War and he had 
undergone such great suffering from starvation and fever that it weakened his mind, rendering him 
unable to bear a sudden mental shock. The jury deliberated for just eighteen minutes before 
returning a verdict on not guilty. The verdict was generally regarded as “satisfactory and just.” 


Sources: 

“A Wronged Husband's Vengeance,” Daily Inter Ocean, September 21, 1880. 

"The Fatal Ball,” The National Police Gazette, October 9, 1880. 

“Not Guilty,” Daily Inter Ocean, November 19, 1880. 

“Sin And Sorrow,” Plain Dealer, September 21, 1880. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 
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Pennsylvania family rebuilding after skunk spray ruins home 


Pennsylvania family rebuilding after skunk spray ruins home yahoo.com 


AP Associated Press*June 15, 2017 

Assc 

p res LATROBE, Pa. (AP) — A Pennsylvania family is slowly rebuilding their life and their home seven 
months after a skunk sneaked into their home and ruined it. 

Latrobe resident Scott Gray tells WPXI-TV (http://bit.ly/2ruLXsL ) the family's plight is worse than if 
their home was ruined by fire because their insurance won't cover the damage. 

Gray says the skunk apparently sneaked into the house through a doggie door then spent three 
hours inside with the family's dogs, spraying its noxious scent everywhere. 

The family threw away toys, furniture and appliances and had to strip the house down to its wood 
framing to get rid of the odor. 

The family has been living in a small apartment down the street while they rebuild. So far, they've 
spent more than $30,000. 


Information from: WPXI-TV, http://www.wpxi.com 


Mock Arena 
2 days ago 

I’d like to know which insurance company I should be avoiding! 

• 

James L 
2 days ago 

I was a UPS driver in a facility that handled over 120 routes. Someone shipped a skunk to a 
taxidermist without removing the scent gland, and packed it in regular ice as opposed to dry 
ice. The smell saturated every box in the facility. One bridal shop in town filed a claim for 
30,000 dollars, claiming the clothes were ruined. I assume UPS paid over 500,000 dollars in 
claims, all from one skunk. 
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Murder by Gaslight: Slaughter Ends a Wedding Feast. 


Slaughter Ends a Wedding Feast. 


murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century American 
murders. 


Saturday, April 22, 2017 



Trinidad Romer married Miss Larinski on November 11, 1893. The ceremony was 
followed by a sumptuous feast at which Romer became quite intoxicated. He began 
to loudly boast of killing Nathan Sorowsky with the help of Julius Larinski. This 
changed the mood of the celebration and so enraged the bride that she attacked 
her husband and attempted to cut his throat with a butcher knife. She was 
prevented by her father, but now believing that they were all in league against her, 
she turned the knife on herself, slashing her throat from ear to ear. Shocked and enraged by his daughter’s 
death, Julius Larinski put the blame on the groom. He grabbed his shotgun and emptied both barrels into 
Trinidad Romer. 


Trinidad Romer was a wealthy, young Mexican living in Douglasville, Texas, a few 
miles southwest of Abilene. He was in love with the daughter Julius Larinski, a Polish 
settler, but her affections were fixed on another man. Miss Larinski was enamored 
with Nathan Sorowski, another Polish immigrant, who had little to offer other than his 
love. 

Mr. Larinski preferred the wealthy Mexican and told Romer that if he could arrange 
to put Sorowski out of the way, he would give him his daughter’s hand in marriage. 
Not long after this, Nathan Sorowski disappeared from Douglasville without a trace. 


The entire tragedy could easily have been averted; Nathan Sorowski had not been murdered. Romer had sent 
him on a wild goose chase. About a month before the wedding Romer had hired Sorowski to travel to Eddy, New 
Mexico and see a man about a projected cattle deal. When he reached his destination, he learned that no one 
had ever heard of the man he was looking for. He returned to Douglasville, arriving the day after the wedding. 


Sources: 

“His Own Life,” The Cincinnati Enquirer , November 13, 1893. 

“Slaughter Ends a Wedding Feast,” National Police Gazette, December 2, 1893. 
Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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Watch: Soaking squirrel removed from Texas apartment toilet - UPI.com 


Texas man rescues soggy squirrel from friend's toilet 


upi.com 


A Texas man removes a squirrel from a 
friend's toilet. Screenshot: Newsflare 

May 8 (UPI) -- A Texas man was filmed 
rescuing and releasing a squirrel that 
somehow ended up trapped inside a toilet at a 
friend's home. 

Amanda Boiles, who posted the video to 
YouTube, said she and her husband were 
preparing for church Sunday morning when a 
friend called and requested help with the 
unusual intruder. 

The video shows Boiles' husband, dressed up in his church clothes, donning gloves and venturing 
into the Whitney apartment's bathroom. 

The man reaches into the toilet and carefully extracts the soggy and seemingly tired squirrel. 

"He's slinging poop water on me!" the man jokes while quickly carrying the squirrel outside. 

He places the squirrel at the base of a tree, and the animal begins to climb. 
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In space, no one can hear you bid: pre-loved spaceship needs new home | Stuff.co.nz 


In space, no one can hear you bid: pre-loved spaceship needs new 

home stuff.co.nz 



Those searching for an inventive 
solution to Auckland's housing crisis 
are being invited to look out of this 
world. 

A pre-loved spaceship is up for sale 
on Trade Me - and site spokesman 
Logan Mudge said it would make 
"an awesome tiny house". 

The spaceship, which measures 
16m in diameter, was previously 
erected at Skyline Luge in Rotorua. 



TRADE ME The motion simulator can seat 65 people. 


It is now being sold by Silverdale 
Adventure Park, on north Auckland's 
Hibiscus Coast, as it has been 
deemed "surplus to requirements". 

An earlier auction listed the 
spaceship for sale for $350,000. 

However, there was "no serious 
interest", the listing said, so it had 
been relisted with a $1 reserve. 

Bidding had reached $2010 on 
Sunday afternoon. 



The SpaceDome motion simulator 
can seat 65 people and has two 
wide, ramp-style hydraulic doors. 

It is capable of acceleration from 
500mm to 1000mm per second in 
two directions. 

The listing said the spaceship would 
suit a corporate environment, a 
tourism venture with a 3D cinema, a 
restaurant or another business 
venture. 


Mudge said it could also suit a school, playground, alien enthusiast or "anyone looking for a shortcut 
to their own interstellar adventure". 
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In space, no one can hear you bid: pre-loved spaceship needs new home | Stuff.co.nz 


Prospective buyers would need plenty of space, but he was confident it would find a "great" new 
home, he said. 

"Already the spaceship has had more than 3000 views and, with four days to run, there will be 
plenty more interest. 

"This spaceship is bound to live long and prosper elsewhere in New Zealand." 

The spaceship has been disassembled and is available for pick-up from the Silverdale Adventure 
Park carpark. 

It must be removed by the end of May as the space it occupied had been re-allocated, the listing 
said. 

- Stuff 
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Spanish government admits it can't defend against zombie apocalypse | talkRADIO 


Spanish government admits it can't defend against zombie apocalypse talkradio.co.uk 


By Gareth Platt 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 

The Spanish government has said it is incapable of defending the country against a zombie apocalypse, in what 
must go down as one of the most bizarre and pointless exchanges in political history. 

The government said it hasn't formulated any concrete plans to deal with a dawn of the dead - partly because, it 
says, it doubts that there'd ever be enough zombies to actually trigger an apocalypse. 

The somewhat flippant remarks were made in response to an equally flippant question in the Spanish 
Congress by senator Carles Mulet, who had asked the government what sort of plans it had in place to deal with 
a mass uprising from beyond the grave, according to La Vanguardia. 

Mulet asked the question as a form of protest at what he considered the "poor quality" of written responses 
given by the Spanish government to its opposition in the Senate. 

In responding to the question, the government reverted to Spain's Royal Academy dictionary to search for the 
definition of the words "zombie" and "apocalypse."For the latter, it found two definitions: "end of the world" and 
"catastrophic situation." 

The government said that, while there are plans in place to deal with a catrastrophic situation, there is little point 
putting plans in place for the end of the world, as such an event is unlikely to ever actually occur. 

The government also said it had no specific contingency plans against zombies, a group defined in the 
dictionary as either "people who are supposedly dead and then reanimated through art of witchcraft" or 
"brainless [people] who behave like a robot." 

The executive claimed it was unlikely that witchraft was capable of reanimating the dead, and doubted that a 
group of braindead people could actually create an apocalypse, "no matter how many of them there are." 

Mulet has since issued a response, suggesting that while the government is able to provide full, timely 
responses to nonsense questions, its response is "late and bad” when dealing with anything that actually 
matters. 
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Chinese heritage site adds speed bumps for brisk-walking tourists | MNN - Mother Nature Network 


Chinese heritage site adds speed bumps for brisk-walking tourists mnn.com 


Authorities want hurried visitors to slow down and enjoy the scenery. 

Matt Hickman 
May 18, 2017, 10:40 a.m. 


Considering all of the unexpected things that 
one might encounter at a UNESCO Heritage 
Site, the pedestrian speed bumps that now 
line a major footpath in the ancient Chinese 
canal town of Tai’erzhuang could very well be 
a first. 

Purportedly installed by officials to slow the 
pace of fleet-footed visitors, 50 so-called 
“calming devices” almost completely blanket 
a 100-meter (328 foot) pedestrian pathway 
leading to this popular heritage site located 
along a picturesque stretch of the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal — the longest man-made 
waterway in the world and one of eastern China’s top tourism draws — in Zaozhuang, Shandong 
province. 

Looking at photos of the site, it appears that the path itself is at an incline, which does lead one to 
wonder if the black and yellow speed bumps were installed to prevent visitors from slipping in wet 
weather or loosing their footing and rolling down the hill en masse. Or perhaps the speed bumps 
were put in place as a sort of makeshift staircase to better help visitors better gain their footing climb 
up the path, which has been renamed “Washboard Road” by locals due to the washboard-esque 
appearance of the devices. 

Yet according to reporting from the Daily Mail, the purpose of the speed bumps is indeed to slow 
scrums of camera-wielding tourists moving at a speed that would suggest that there’s a hot sale on 
designer handbags at the end of the path, not a revered cultural site. By forcing hurried visitors to 
move at a more leisurely pace, officials at Tai’erzhuanghope hope that they will gain a “greater 
appreciate of its beauty and heritage.” 

Noting that the speed bumps are in “stark contrast to the natural beauty of the site,” the Daily Mail 
goes on to explain that “there were concerns that increased footfall was becoming too frenetic — 
and thus compromising the experience.” 

Whatever the case, there is room on both sides of the path, albeit limited, for tourists to avoid the 
mini-obstacle course and traverse the path unencumbered. 

Slow down and smell the roses 

Covering roughly .8 square miles and stuffed with cultural relics, classical bridges and scenic canal- 
side parks, Tai’erzhuang is often billed as China's most stunning "water town." Built during the Qin 
(221-207 BC) and Han (206 BC - 220 AD) dynasties, the district was flattened during 1938's Battle 
of Tai’erzhuang but later painstakingly rebuilt and declared a national monument. It's located near 
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Chinese heritage site adds speed bumps for brisk-walking tourists | MNN - Mother Nature Network 


the center of the UNESCO Heritage Site-listed Grand Canal, which in itself is a major tourist 
attraction. 

Normally installed to keep pedestrians safe by forcing vehicular traffic to slow down when traveling 
through a specific area, speed bumps for pedestrians are certainly a novel concept. In 2014, 
however, human gridlock-wary officials in the Chinese city of Chongqing unveiled dedicated “mobile 
phone sidewalks” to be used by sluggish and distracted pedestrians preoccupied with their 
handheld devices. 

Conversely, a bustling shopping zone in the English city of Liverpool was blessed with a dedicated 
pedestrian fast lane in 2015 although that scheme, however popular with shoppers, was a one-off 
PR stunt devised to move foot traffic more quickly into stores. 

Ancient Chinese heritage sites aside, are there any specific places with high foot traffic, particularly 
touristy spots in which folks tend to scamper in a rather stressful manner, where you’d actually like 
to see pedestrian speed bumps? 

Copyright © 2017 NARRATIVE CONTENT GROUP. All rights reserved. 
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Speed humps ahead - traffic is stopped by two camels ‘going for it’ | Metro News 


Speed humps ahead - traffic is stopped by two camels ‘going for it’ metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 30 May 2017 1:33 pm 


Motorists had to pull over to watch 
the awe-inspiring spectacle of two 
camels making love - right in the 
middle of a motorway. 

A British ex-pat in the United Arab 
Emirates captured the majestic 
beasts in action - as motorists 
honked their horns in vain. 

One of the camels appears to have 
mounted the other on the central 
reservation of Sheikh Mohammed 
Bin Zayed Road, between Dubai and Ras Al-Khaimah, on Thursday afternoon. 

The man who filmed the clip, a 25-year-old from Bangor, Northern Ireland, said he and four friends 
were en route to a stag party when they encountered the camels. 

The witness, an estate agent, said, ‘I’ve lived out here for two years but this is definitely not the 
norm. 

This is a modal window. 

‘We were driving out of Dubai to go to a stag do and we just spotted them at the side of the road 
absolutely going for it. 

‘One of the camels had completely mounted the other and it was just hilarious. There were cars 
pulling over because of it. 

I’m not sure whether they thought they were in danger or just wanted to watch or move them. It 
was mental.” 

‘People were beeping their horns but how do you move on two humping camels?’ 



Speed humps ahead - traffic is stopped by two camels ‘going for it’ 
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Spilled nails leave 40 vehicles stranded on 15-mile stretch of 91 Freeway - Orange County Register 


Spilled nails leave 40 vehicles stranded on 15-mile stretch of 91 

Freeway ocregister.com 

THE ORANGE COUNTY 50 Comments 

' d m 1T% By Scott Schwebke | sschwebke@scng.com | 

|H I -w-l I In Orange County Register 

X UXV PUBLISHED: June 1,2017 at 1:13 pm | 

UPDATED: June 2, 2017 at 7:38 am 

An estimated 40 vehicles with flat tires were stranded mid-day Thursday on the eastbound 91 
freeway at the border of Orange and Riverside counties after running over nails. 

The 11 a.m. incident left vehicles stranded over a 15-mile stretch, between the Weir Canyon Road 
and McKinley Street exits. It took four hours to completely clear the road of cars and nails. 

“We believe it was some sort of construction vehicle that was spilling them,” said Florentino Olivera, 
an officer and spokesman for the California Highway Patrol. 

CHP officers slowed traffic on the freeway’s eastbound lanes while crews removed the 2-1/2-inch 
nails. 

“It was hard, because they were embedded into the roadway, almost like spike strips,” Olivera 
said. “We got a sweeper out there and cleaned up the nails. ... It was a mess.” 

The eastbound side of the 91 Express Lanes, a tollway in the freeway’s median, was closed at one 
point. 

The source of the spill had not been found. 
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Spontaneously combusting tea towels caused fire at Exeter Chiefs stadium | Devon Live 


Spontaneously combusting tea towels caused fire at Exeter stadium 

May 20 th 2017 devonlive.com 


Spontaneously combusting tea towels caused fire at Exeter Chiefs stadium 

By Neil_Shaw | Posted: May 19, 2017 
By Carl Eve 

A spontaneously combusting tea towel has been blamed for a fire which broke out in the kitchen of 
Exeter Chiefs stadium in Sandy Park. 

Firefighters have issued a warning to make sure tea towels left on the side don't suddenly catch 
light and start a blaze. Fire crews were called to Sandy Park in the early morning of Thursday, May 
11 and extinguished the fire in the kitchen on the ground floor. 

Spontaneous combustion of tea towels can occur when organic oil residue remains in the material 
after washing and they are then folded and stored in piles while still hot from the tumble drier. 

Watch Manager Gareth Sydenham, of Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service, said: "The fire 
crews did an excellent job to limit the spread of the fire, particularly at such an important part of the 
season for the Chiefs. 

"It may sound like a strange phenomenon but is actually more common than you might think. Cotton 
laundry can often be contaminated with organic cooking oils that can self-ignite if dried and stored." 

Residue of grease or oil - particularly from vegetable and animal based fats - still present in linen 
can start a fire. 

The problem arises when the wash cycle has not been hot enough to remove the residue. If laundry 
is then heated in a tumble dryer it can ignite spontaneously a period of time after the drying process 
has finished. 

Watch Manager Sydenham added: "Make sure you do your wash at the right temperature, usually 
above 90 degrees Celsius, with the appropriate detergent to remove any oil based contaminants. 

"Also make sure you wait for your laundry to cool down before packing it away and store it in a well 
ventilated place." 
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Stampeding boars kill three Isis terrorists near Kirkuk in Iraq | Metro News 


Stampeding boars kill three Isis terrorists 


metro.co.uk 


Nicole Morley for Metro.co.ukWednesday 26 Apr 2017 9:34 am 

Stampeding boars killed three jihadis and 
injured five others (Picture: Getty) 

Stampeding boars managed to run riot in 
an Islamic State hide out, killing three 
jihadis. 

The Isis fighters were killed while setting up 
an ambush in a violently contented region in 
north Iraq. 

As the militants were hiding on the outskirts 
of a field 50 miles southwest of Kirkuk, they 
were overwhelmed by a herd of stampeding. 

A chief of the local Ubaid tribe told the Times that three militants were killed and another five injured 
by the rowdy hogs. 



ISIS fighters holding the Al-Qaeda flag with 
‘Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’ written 
on it (Picture: Image: Medyan Dairieh) 

‘It is likely their movement disturbed a herd of 
wild pigs, which inhabit the area as well as the 
nearby cornfields.’ 

The local leader claimed Isis were planning to 
attack a group of tribesmen who were forced 
to leave their homes and flee to the nearby 
mountains when militants claimed Hawija, 
around 100 miles south of Mosul, three years 
ago. 

Three days before the boars attacked, so-called Daesh fighters are believed to have executed 25 
people attempting to escape the caliphate. 



Stampeding boars kill three Isis terrorists 
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California Chick-fil-A store seeks stolen cow costumes 


California Chick-fil-A store seeks stolen cow costumes 


yahoo.com 


AP FOLSOM, Calif. (AP) — A California Chick-fil-A franchise is waiting for its cows to come home 
“ after thieves absconded with three mascot costumes from a storage shed earlier this week. 

Pres 

The shop posted news Tuesday on Facebook of the Sunday night theft from a store in the city of 
Folsom. The post pleaded with customers to help find the kidnapped cows. 

James Daack, the store's hospitality director, said Thursday they just want the cows back with no 
questions asked. 

"We're hoping that through us reaching out in numerous ways, that the people who took the cows 
will come to their senses and bring the cows back to us," he said. "We're hoping it's a prank." 

The Chick-fil-A fast food chain based in Georgia specializes in chicken sandwiches. Its ads feature 
crafty yet spelling-challenged cows that urge customers to "Eat Mor Chikin." 

Some commenters on Facebook called the theft "beefnapping" and said that stealing cows is called 
"rustling." 

Folsom police are investigating. Police Sgt. Andrew Bates said he expects the cow costumes to turn 
up given the media attention. 

"It's not like somebody can dress up for Halloween in that," he said, "and it's not money that 
someone can spend." 
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Stolen goldfish found alive in pint glass in boot of crashed car metro.co.uk 


Georgia Diebelius for Metro.co.ukTuesday 16 May 2017 11:29 am 

Meet Peter (Picture: Kingston Police) 

This story is a bit like Finding Nemo. 

If Nemo was stolen in a break-in and found in the boot of a car, 
that is. 

Yes, really. 

A goldfish named Peter was discovered by police this week in a 
pint glass that was stood up inside a crashed car. 

Officers were stunned when they checked the vehicle after chasing 
it through south London at high speed. 

Because as well as items believed to have been stolen in a burglary, they found Peter, alive, inside 
an unsecured glass of water. 

Police had started chasing the ‘suspicious’ car in Chessington after it sped off past them. 

The vehicle later crashed and the driver and passenger got out and fled towards houses. 

Which is when police discovered the third life form involved. Peter. 



Speaking to the Evening Standard, Kingston Police spokesman Seb Ellis said: ‘We discovered a 
goldfish, in a pint glass, just sitting there chilling and casually staring at us. 


‘We couldn’t understand how even after the fast driving and the crash the pint glass was still upright! 



Stolen goldfish found alive in pint glass in 
boot of crashed car 


Peter survived (Picture: Kingston Police) 

‘Officers at the scene affectionately named the fish as Peter. 
Goodness knows what the fish was thinking after his tour around 
Chessington in a pint glass.’ 

Peter the goldfish was later taken back to his owners, after the 
driver was arrested and the items were found to be linked to a 
burglary on May 5. 

All of his friends in the tank are said to be very jealous of his 
adventure. 
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Mesa history: When town stood in for Texas in movies 

Jay Mark, Special for the Republic \ azcentral.com azcentral.COm 



A 1943 photograph shows the Republic & Gazette 
Building. The newspaper occupied the center of the 
building. Strauch’s Stationary store was to the west and a 
beauty shop on the east. Mesa History Museum 

No one thought it odd that a film called “The Texas 
Rangers Ride Again” could be filmed in and around 
Mesa 



Texas Rangers Ride Again 


Mesa Journal Tribune captioned this photo: “They’re Movie Cowboys Now. Two local young men, Lester 
Farnsworth, left, and Gail Millet...had ‘extra’ parts in (“Texas Rangers Ride Again”) as riders. They found it 
interesting work, but just a little tiresome sitting around waiting for their call. Much preparation goes into a little 
bit of filming. 


The community first learned the news on April 20, 1940, when the Mesa Journal-Tribune boldly proclaimed — 
“Studio Prepares to Make Film Here.” 


This would be the fourth movie filmed in town since "To the Last Man,” starring Randolph Scott in 1933, when 
Hollywood first discovered ideal backdrops in a welcoming community. 


It was the screen version of Zane Grey’s story of the Pleasant Valley War. Ironically Mesa was the only Arizona 
location for the shoot. 


“Tentative Plans Set Up To Use Mesa For Setting. 

Company of Nearly a Hundred Expected To Come Here. 

Plans Ready For Western Feature Proposed To Be Filmed In And Near Mesa,’’was the 1940 headline. 

No one thought it odd that a film called ‘The Texas Rangers Ride Again” could be filmed in and around Mesa, 
Ariz. 


“Arrangements have been made for filming part of the picture in Florence, part of it on the Tex Barkley ranch 
near Superstition Mountain, and much of it in Mesa,” a reporter wrote. 

Boon for business 


Former local theater mogul William Menhennet, who had retired from business to become secretary of the 
Mesa Chamber of Commerce, was credited with luring Paramount Studios to town — maybe through his old 
Hollywood connections. 


http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/mesa-history/2016/04/14/mesa-history-when-town-stood-texas-movies/82827530/ 
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In addition to the prestige of boasting a movie shot in Mesa was the boon to local businesses. Cast and crew 
were housed in the El Portal Hotel — now the site of Mesa City Hall. 

“Not more than 12 or 14 of the group of nearly a hundred will be actors,” it was stated. “Extras will be recruited 
locally. The movie company will buy materials for its sets and other supplies” in the town of 7,224. 

Shooting wraps 

Oh how times have changed. Less than 30 days from the initial announcement, the paper stated the “A class 
western feature” had wrapped up shooting. 

“Mesa liked Paramount — and Paramount liked Mesa!” it proclaimed. The Production “Manager thinks more 
producers will be drawn here. 

“It was the general consensus of those in the Paramount company, which completed the work in local settings 
on “The Texas Rangers Ride Again,” that Mesa offers a lot of advantages to the movie industry. 

“Production operations moved quickly, in good order, and as R.A. Blaydon, business manager put it, ‘When 
some of the other companies see what we’ve found in Mesa, there will be more pictures made here.’” 

In-town filming included “...a vacant adobe building on North Sirrine street, in Verde Vista (near University and 
Mesa Drive), transformed into a general store of the old western small village. 

“The little narrow dirt street was jammed with bystanders ... the old adobe building, once quite an imposing 
structure but now pretty well ruined, had its hitching rack and authentic, faded old “Billings General Merchandise 
— Groceries, Supplies...” 

The prophecy of Mesa as a Hollywood favorite indeed was true. In the next five years studios returned three 
more times. 

Reach historian Jay Mark at iavmark(a)twtdbooks.com 
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Police Use Helicopter, Thermal Camera And K9 Unit To Stop 

Teen Candy Thieves huffingtonpost.com 

Police in Ontario, Canada, are very serious about cracking down on candy crime. 

The York Regional Police deployed a canine unit, helicopters and thermal-imaging night cameras to 
arrest three teenage boys suspected of sneaking into Canada’s Wonderland, a theme park near 
Toronto, and stealing candy Saturday night. 

Wonderland security guards alerted police some time after 10:30 p.m., when they saw three males, 
reportedly wearing dark clothing with their faces covered, enter a store at the theme park and steal 
candy, police said in a statement posted on Facebook. 

Officers posted video Tuesday of their extensive takedown to show would-be criminals just how 
serious they are about people who trespass on private property — even if it’s just kids trying to steal 
candy. 

Responding to the reports of trespassing, York Regional Police deployed a helicopter and used an 
infrared camera to find the teens, who were hiding under a tree. Officials in the helicopter 
dispatched a canine unit, which apprehended two 16-year-olds and a 15-year-old. 

“The youths were cooperative with police and were remorseful for their actions,” police said in a 
statement. 

The teens were released into their parents’ custody and entered into a Community Referral 
Program, per the Youth Criminal Justice Act. 

Asked by The Torontoist if dispatching a helicopter was an appropriate response to candy theft, 
Constable Andy Pattenden replied, “Yeah, sure. Why not?” 

“The call didn’t come into us as three kids stealing candy, right?” he added. “It came in as a break- 
and-enter in progress.” 

Police did not press any criminal charges against the teens, but Pattenden suggested that the chase 
may have been punishment enough. 

“These kids definitely learned a lesson on that night,” Pattenden told CBC Toronto. “It was quite the 
response. They were probably scared out of their minds when they heard the helicopters and dogs 
hot on the trail.” 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px limportant; left: 50% Iimportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx limportant; width: 200px limportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid limportant; border-radius: 4px 
limportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx limportant;} 


http://www.huffi ngtonpost.com/entry/canada-wonderland-helicopter-candy-thieves_us_58ed3f61e4b0df7e2046440c?utm_source=fark&utnn_medium=website&ut... 


1/1 



6/11/2017 


WATCH: Students ‘POSSESSED’ in Peruvian school as dozens of pupils suffer seizures | Weird | News | Express.co.uk 


WATCH: Students ‘POSSESSED’ in Peruvian school as dozens of 

pupils suffer seizures express.co.uk 


< STUDENTS at a Peruvian school believe their institute is haunted after 80 pupils fell foul to 
bouts of fainting and seizures. 

By Sean Martin 

PUBLISHED: 16:00, Wed, Jun 7, 2017 | UPDATED: 16:07, Wed, Jun 7, 2017 

Medical professionals are struggling to provide an explanation as to what caused the phenomena 
which saw 80 students at the Elsa Perea Flores school in Tarapoto, northern Peru, faint and have 
seizures, with some of them uncontrollably screaming. 

Local villagers claim it was a case of “demonic possession” and authorities were immediately called 
to the scene. 

According to reports in local media, the school is built on an old cemetery while the pupils say 
“games” which are intended to evoke spirits are commonly played during break times. 

Dr Anthony Choy told the Pan-American TV channel many students continued to experience 
“crises” in the days following the event. 



GETTY- YOUTUBE 


Students ‘POSSESSED’ in Peruvian 
school as dozens of pupils suffer 
seizures 

Healthcare professionals also believe 
that whatever is causing the strange 
event could be contagious, and warned 
locals to stay vigilant. 

Elsa de Pizango, mother of one of the 
students, said of her daughter: "She 
fainted at school. They don’t explain 
anything in the hospital. 



YOUTUBE 


“She simply fainted and there was 
foam coming out of her mouth.” 

One of the students, who wished to 
remain anonymous, added: “I felt as 
he strangled me. My friends say that 
I was screaming desperately, but I do 
not remember what happened.” 

“I felt as he strangled me. My friends 
say that I was screaming 
desperately." 


http://www.express.co.uk/news/weird/814231/Students-POSSESSED-ghost-video-seizures 
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WATCH: Students ‘POSSESSED’ in Peruvian school as dozens of pupils suffer seizures | Weird | News | Express.co.uk 



YOUTUBE 


To add to the eerie occurrences, 
students claim to have seen a tall 
man dressed all in black and with a 
big beard around the premises. 
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Subway performer attacked by subway dancers using hula hoop 


Subway performer attacked by subway dancers using hula hoop yahoo.com 

NEW YORK (AP) — A New York City subway performer says he was injured after an attack by a 
subway dance group that was angry they didn't receive tips for a dance routine. 

Jean Loup Wolfman says he tried to calm down the dancers after they started threatening an elderly 
couple at the Union Square subway station on Monday. But his attempt to intervene led to the three 
unidentified dancers chasing him around the station, catching him and beating Wolfman with a hula 
hoop he was carrying for subway performances. 

The NYPD says they've arrested a 21-year-old man in connection with the assault. Wolfman needed 
stiches and staples for wounds sustained in the assault, but says he would do it again to help 
someone in need. 
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Suicidal Man 'Unintentionally' Kills Girlfriend With Bullet That First Went Through 

His Own Head: Cops yahoo.com 


I MCI FIT Alaska man who C °P S sa y unintentionally killed his girlfriend as she tried saving him from a 
IllOlUt su i c ide attempt now faces murder charges. 


edition 


Victor Sibson, 21, turned himself in Friday after a warrant was issued for his arrest in the April 19 
death of 22-year-old Brittany-Mae Haag. 


Authorities believe Sibson was most likely sitting down when he attempted to shoot himself in the head using his 
left hand. Haag, they believe, reached for the gun with her right hand, according to the Anchorage prosecutor's 
office. 


Police say they arrived to find a single shot through Sibson's head and a single shot through Haag's chest at the 
armpit. 

Sibson survived, but Haag — his high school sweetheart — did not. 

While authorities first believed it to be a murder-attempted suicide case, they have since changed their theory 
and believe Sibson only meant to take his own life. 

It's a sad turn of events that prosecutor James Fayette is calling an "extreme-indifference killing." 

According to police, Sibson's blood alcohol level was three times the legal limit at the time of the shooting. 

Sibson was later released from the hospital. Doctors say the bullet didn't enter his brain. 

Sibson was indicted on a second-degree murder charge last week. A $250,000 warrant was issued for his arrest 
before he turned himself in Friday. 

If convicted he could face up to 99 years in prison, according to Fayette. 

In a heartfelt obituary, Haag's loved ones recalled a time when she nearly died years before but fought on. 

"Brittany was known for her strength, generous side and her heart so full of love for life, which was proven when 
we nearly lost her due to her Type 1 diabetes. Brittany was a fighter and did not let her condition slow her down, 
nor did it weaken her intoxicating smile. 

The obituary went on: "Besides taking care of her loves, Buster and Scrappy, she spent precious moments with 
her very close and large family, especially her nieces and nephews. She will be dearly missed by those who 
were blessed to have had her in their life." 
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#FolkloreThursday 
Public folklore in action 


folklorethursday.com 


Supernatural Safeguarding: 
Hidden Objects in the Post- 
Medieval Home 

What do a child’s shoe, a cod- 
liver oil bottle, and a desiccated 
cat have in common? They’re all 
objects that have been 
discovered in unusual locations 
within buildings. In fact, a vast 
variety of objects have been 
found (from pantaloons to 
chickens), often dating to the 
18 th and 19 th centuries, under floorboards, hearthstones, and thresholds; within walls; above doors 
and ceilings; up chimney breasts; in thatching; and buried in the garden. People usually find them 
today when they’re undertaking renovations on their homes, and they’re in such odd places that 
most of them can’t have wound up there accidentally; they must have been deliberately secreted 
away by past occupants many years ago. 

But why? Practically nothing was written at the time about this custom, so we have no sources 
explaining why such objects were concealed and what their concealers were hoping to achieve. 

This hasn’t stopped finders and scholars alike from tossing around theories, the most common of 
which is that these items were secreted away in the post-medieval home to protect both house and 
occupants from malevolent forces. 

The post-medieval world was rife with threats, both natural and supernatural. Along with fire, illness, 
and vermin, fear of witches, demons, spirits, and even fairies were abundant across the British Isles, 
inciting a very real anxiety that these threats may infiltrate the household. Understandably many 
families went to some lengths to protect the most vulnerable parts of their homes (roofs, chimneys, 
doors), employing what Manning (2012) has termed ‘domestic magic’ in the form of supernatural 
safeguards. These safeguards are known as apotropaic devices, i.e. objects used to avert evil 
forces, and the popular theory is that concealed deposits were one such form of apotropaic device. 

The question remains though: why would a child’s shoe, a cod-liver oil bottle, and a desiccated cat 
be considered effective supernatural safeguards? Concealed deposits range from the mundane to 
the distasteful, but they certainly don’t seem inherently magical. And yet people went to the trouble 
of bricking them up in walls, secreting them up chimney breasts, or laying them beneath 
hearthstones. They must have invested them with some significance; with some power. But why? 
And how can we distinguish accidental, non-ritual, or even sentimental concealments (e.g. time 
capsules) from apotropaic deposition? 
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A humble blog post can’t possibly hope to examine the myriad theories behind this custom - an 
endeavour that has been achieved elsewhere (see Further Reading below). It can, however, hope to 
highlight the most popular and convincing arguments by focusing on some of the more common 
concealed deposits: shoes, bottles, and animal remains. 

Figure 1. An 18th/19th-century child’s shoe found in 
the chimneybreast of a house in llkley, Yorkshire. 
Photograph by C. Houlbrook, April 2011 

The shoe is the most commonly concealed object in 
England. (Figure 1.) Northampton Museum maintain 
an Index of Concealed Shoes, begun by June 
Swann back in the 1960s and currently containing 
records of close to 2000 shoes - men’s, women’s, 
and children’s - that have been found in unusual 
locations within buildings. Why shoes? Theories 
abound. Maybe they were considered apotropaic 
because of their material; in popular belief, fairies, 
demons, and spirits didn’t like the smell of leather. Or maybe it was because of their shape, bowl¬ 
like, explaining how John Schorn, a parish priest from Buckinghamshire, was said to have captured 
a demon within a boot, leading to the shoe being seen as a form of ‘spirit trap’ in popular belief 
(Merrifield 1987: 135; Hoggard 2004: 179). Or maybe it was the shoe’s close association with its 
owner. Swann notes that the shoe is ‘the only garment we wear which retains the shape, the 
personality, the essence of the wearer’ (1996: 56); by keeping the foot’s shape - and smell! - the 
shoe can stand as substitute for the wearer. This association could have given the shoe a certain 
supernatural potency - or it could have enabled it to act as a type of decoy. A demon or witch might 
enter the house, mistakenly think that the concealed shoe actually is its past wearer, and attack the 
shoe instead, becoming trapped inside. 



Mummified cat found in the roof space of a 
church in Clifton, Cumbria. Photograph by J. 
Neild, copyright Keswick Museum (please 
contact Keswick Museum curator to 
reproduce image). 

Animal remains are another popular form of 
concealed deposit. (Figure 2.) Desiccated 
cats, first explored by Margaret Howard 
(1951), are particularly common, with many 
having been found bricked up in walls or 
sealed beneath hearthstones, becoming dried 
or ‘mummified’ over time via natural 
processes. Sometimes the cat’s accompanied by a rat or a mouse. Granted, some may have been 
accidentally enclosed, but the locations of many (e.g. sealed in an air-tight space beneath a 
hearthstone) suggest that some at least were deliberately concealed, probably to scare away 
vermin - either natural or supernatural. 

Figure 3. Victorian cod-liver oil bottle containing pins and urine, found in a chimney in Padstow, 
Cornwall. Currently held at the Horniman Museum. Photograph by C. Houlbrook, January 2016. 
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Bottles are another fairly common concealed deposit. (Figure 3.) However, these 
are different to the others in that we’ve found some contemporaneous writings 
about them, in 20th-century newspapers and legal cases. It appears that bottles 
- which ranged from Germanic stoneware vessels known as ‘Bellarmines’ to 
recycled glassware - were filled with objects (e.g. nails, pins, hair) and 
substances, (e.g. urine) before being secreted away. Some were used as ‘witch- 
bottles’, intended to protect a building and its inhabitants from witchcraft or to 
counter a witch’s curse, while others were love-charms or cures for physical 
ailments (Davies & Easton 2015; Hoggard 2004, 2015a; Merrifield 1987; 
Semmens 2000). 

As you’ll no doubt have noticed, we have more questions than answers about 
these concealed deposits. With the exception of the literature on bottles, the only 
evidence we have are the objects themselves and whatever folklore there is floating around about 
this practice - as such, we’re always eager to hear of more examples and any folkloric anecdotes 
surrounding the custom of concealment, so please do tweet any thoughts, ideas, knowledge, or 
stories you have on Thursday, with the #FolkloreThursday hashtag. The more information we can 
share, the better chance we have of understanding this enigmatic practice. 
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Robert is a 80 year old man, born and raised in New Jersey who is a retired business executive. He 
played varsity level college basketball at the University of Florida and in the National Basketball 
Association with the New York Knicks. 

Interviewer: Good Morning. Do professional athletes have superstations when they are active 
players? 

Informant: “Well basically if you had a good game you never change your socks for the next game, 
you wear the same jock, if you had a particular outfit that you wore to the game and it was a bad 
game then you would change the outfit and if it was a good game maybe you would wear it again 
the second day. And those are some of the superstitions. If you were parked in a specific spot and 
you did have a good night then you would want that same spot. Then you would arrange everything 
you could to make sure you got the same spot all over again. 

Interviewer: So this is your recollection when you played ball in College as well as professionally 
for the New York Knicks. 

Informent: Correct 

Interviewer: Was this about all players? 

Informant: Most players all have superstitions. Some of the guys would before the game have 
warm ups. They would want to be the last one to shot the ball in the hoop before the game started. 
So they kind of hang out when everyone is getting ready to go to the bench before the game started 
and then they would take the ball and shoot the little jump shot just cause that was a superstition 
and they wanted to have the last shot. 

Interviewer: When did you first start observing these superstitions? 
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Informant: When I was in college at the University of Florida. Most ball players have a superstition. 

I mean it goes into how you put your uniform on, the same way. If you had a good game you always 
wondered what made you have a good game. 

Interviewer: And ah did it ever play out to the point that where your superstition reinforced your 
belief? 

Informant: Yes. You would have the superstition and if you hit three or four in a row you would say 
that’s it, that’s it, and then you would keep doing it until it changed. When it changed you would look 
for another superstition. 

Thoughts about the piece: 

Anyone who has played or even been a spectator of sports observes silly rituals that are important 
to fans and players. This professional basketball player took the rules of luck seriously. For other 
sports superstitions that famous athletes believe see: http://www.mensfitness.com/life/sports/10- 
most-superstitious-athletes 


“ Collected by Chandler Zausner 
Posted Monday, 1 st of May 2017 at 01:21:01 AM 

Comments are closed. 
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June 4, 2015 by Medievalists.net 

By Daniele Cybulskie 

To think of the word “medieval” is, for many people, to think of tournaments. Tournaments were a uniquely 
medieval phenomenon that were part-military training, part-sport, and of a character all their own. Full of colour, 
pageantry, and action, the tournament was a marked part of medieval society for centuries. 



Jousting scene from Ms.Thott.290.2° is a fencing manual written in 1459 by 
Hans Talhofferfor his own personal reference and illustrated by Michel Rotwyler. 


According to the romance Perceforest, Alexander 
the Great came up with the idea of tournaments 
from watching swordfish joust at each other as he 
was dragged under the sea behind a boat in a 
glass barrel (p.40). Sadly, that is not actually where 
tournaments stemmed from, although that would 
have been amazing. 

In his book Tournament , David Crouch suggests 
that tournaments came out of peace bargaining in 
northern Europe around the first half of the 
eleventh century. He suggests that this early work 
to promote peace between squabbling aristocratic 
landowners may be the reason that tournaments 
were traditionally held on borderlands. I suspect 
that this may also be because tournaments used a 
huge amount of resources, and anything to spread 


the burden of the expense around would likely have been a good option. Tournaments were also something to 
distract sons who weren’t likely to inherit, “aristocratic vagabonds” who might easily cause trouble at home. At 
least on the tournament circuit, they were causing trouble elsewhere. 



Of course, tournaments did not begin as the individual jousting 
competitions that we - and Alexander the Great - may be more 
familiar with. In the beginning, the main feature of the 
tournament was the grand melee, a massive team-against- 
team battle. To begin, knights on horseback would line up in 
single lines facing each other and charge, hoping to unseat 
their opponents (multiple lines would have led to people getting 
trampled on the first charge, as Crouch notes). After that, 
knights would turn around (“tournament” has its origins in the 
French for “to turn”) and try to unseat more people. Finally, the 
fight would end up on the ground, where knights would fight to 
capture other knights and nobles to hold them for ransom. As 
Crouch says, there was even a special holding pen for captured 
knights, who were honour-bound to stay there. Dishonourable 
codex_Manesse_052r_waither_von_Kiingen knights might sneak away to fight some more. Captured knights 

usually forfeited their horses, although captors might ask for money, too. 


Grand melee tournaments generally lasted for only one day, although the rise of fictional super-knights, like 
those in Arthurian romances, who could fight for days, as well as the increasing popularity of the joust, 
encouraged longer and longer tournaments, which culminated in the grand melee on the last day for obvious 
reasons (a.k.a. many, many injuries). Rules increased in order to make tournaments safer for the knights 
involved, including blunting the weapons and placing more emphasis on the individual joust. Crouch pins the 
end-date on the grand melee tournament as the 1340s, which makes sense because The Black Death in the 
late 1340s would have decimated the warriors who would have participated. From then on, the joust was king 
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Early individual jousting was about unseating one’s opponent, and did not begin with a barrier between jousters. 
As Christopher Gravett says in Knight: Noble Warrior of England 1200-1600, “accidental collisions” - or 
deliberate collisions - and knee damage from getting too close were a real danger. As barriers began to be a 
part of the joust around 1400, the likelihood of lances shattering increased, and that became one of the goals of 
the game. Gravett notes that this kind of jousting “did not help increase skill for war”, which emphasizes the 
tournament’s new place as a sporting activity, and (probably not coincidentally) coincides with the rise of 
gunpowder which was already changing the face of European warfare. 



Tournament 

David Cbough 


Like so many other medievalists I know, I love A Knight’s Tale- yep, the movie - 
because it captures the fun and the spirit of tournaments, even with all of its 
(acknowledged) anachronisms. Tournaments were a fun, fierce, competitive 
tradition, complex in their rules and their evolution. To learn everything you wanted 
to know about tournaments, check out David Crouch’s book, and for a piece of the 
action, a quick Internet search will help you find a joust near you. 


Tournaments were more than just war games: they were spectacles in which 
everyone got involved, from the farmers whose fields got flattened by tents, to the 
tournaments fans who stood and watched, to the merchants who fed the masses, to 
the ladies who provided favours, like their sleeves. Noble ladies also got involved by 
donating prizes, which, as Crouch says, were “generally either live animals or 
expensively made and gilded representations of animals”, and they sat in the stands 
to watch the action. Even the clergy got in on the action by condemning Christians 
for fighting each other and sometimes dying needlessly, or by performing masses 
the morning the tournament began. 



Want to know more about the Middle Ages? Subscribe to 


The Medievalverse Digital Magazine 
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saraiMHNHi Taco Bell Restaurant Scammed Out Of Thousands By Phone Call From 


April 20, 2017 10:29 am EDT By Chris Morran@themorrancave 

One Taco Bell restaurant was scammed out of thousands of dollars via a phony phone call that should have 
triggered a number of red flags for the employees involved, but apparently did not. 

According to KARK-TV, someone called a Benton, AR, Taco Bell on Tuesday evening, claiming to be “Pamela 
Miller,” a vice president with Taco Bell HQ. 

The caller told an employee that their restaurant’s manager was about to be arrested by U.S. Marshals for 
voiding customer receipts and pocketing the money. The employee told police she was directed to take 
thousands of dollars from the restaurant’s safe, put it in a bank bag, and give it to a trusted co-worker who 
would then receive further instructions. The fake VP told the employee that she was watching everything 
remotely on security camera. 

So the employee, who somehow did not simply hang up on this obviously phony caller, got the money and gave 
it to a second worker. That guy, then spoke to “Pamela” who gave him directions on how to wire the money. 

It wasn’t until after this second employee had been gone an hour that the original staffer apparently began to 
think that maybe she had been scammed. That’s when she called the regional manager, who confirmed that this 
Pamela person was a fraud. 

The police were called, and they were able to track down the Bell employee with the cash before he’d wired it 
all. However, he’d already transferred $1,300 via a Western Union terminal at a local supermarket, and another 
$1,000 via Money Gram at a Walmart store. He said that “Pamela” had instructed him to flush the receipts for 
these transfers down the toilet. Again... not quite sure how that didn’t set off alarm bells in his head, but okay. 

KARK reports that police were able to track down the apparent recipients of the two transfers, but fast food 
franchisees around the country should probably take this incident as a teachable moment for their employees. 

April 20, 2017 By Chris Morran@themorrancave 

Founded in 2005, Consumerist is an independent source of consumer news and information published by 
Consumer Media LLC, a not-for-profit subsidiary of Consumer Reports. 
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The Tale of the Toad and the Bearded Female Saint 

European women used to leave toad votives in holy places as pleas for divine help. 

by Sarah Laskow 
May 10, 2017 


Of all the regions where little toad sculptures 
were placed as offerings at Christian holy sites, 
southern Germany was the most enduring— 
extending from the medieval period through to 
the 19th century. But at one time, women in the 
Netherlands, Belgium, France, and Italy all 
brought small toad votives, made of wax, wood, 
or metal, to the shrines of certain saints to 
request holy intercession in matters of childbirth. 

There’s a certain logic to the offering, as in the 
medieval mind, toads were sometimes 
considered vaginal symbols. But the amphibians 
could take on many roles. “Apparitions of toads 
can have all different modalities and meanings,” 
writes Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski, a University of Pittsburgh professor who specializes in medieval literature, in 
her book The Strange Case of Ermine de Reims, about a woman haunted by visions of toads and other 
creatures. In addition to their association with childbirth, toads (like vaginas) were also linked to sin, magic, and 
evil. Perhaps it’s appropriate that one of the figures most closely associated with toad votives is a gender¬ 
bending saint who has never been officially recognized by the church. 

In the medieval world, toads were charter members of the cabal of slimy, 
devilish creatures imbued with powers and beloved of witches—tormentors 
of the sinful mind. In one medieval church sculpture motif, the femme aux 
serpents, the embodiment of sinful lust, toads sometimes sub in for the 
snakes that writhe around a woman’s body and occasionally bite her 
breasts. But toads weren’t as purely evil as snakes; they could be humorous, 
too. In one German story, a woman loses her vagina and it “is mistaken for a 
toad as it roams the streets,” writes Blumenfeld-Kosinski. (Eventually, the 
woman gets her detachable vagina back.) Toads were also thought to have 
the power of spontaneous generation and resurrection. 

From this amalgam of symbolism emerged a connection with the womb, so 
women brought votive statues shaped like toads to ask religious figures to 
intercede in feminine problems. One might be left after praying for relief from 
a gynecological problem or the pain of childbirth, or after women prayed to 
become pregnant or expressed concerned about the health of their unborn children. In southern Germany, 
where the practice persisted, the figures were made from red wax, which was thought to offer protection from 
the devil. 
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St. Wilgefortis had no chapels dedicated specifically to her, but 
according to David Williams, author of Deformed Discourse, her cult 
thrived in the 15th century, and those chapels where her image was 
found sometimes had mysterious underground passages associated 
with them. She was the patron saint of monsters and people who suffered from deformities, and also of crops, 
travelers, and the marital bed. 


In the medieval period, toad votives were closely associated with 
particular saints. In one variation, toads offered to St. Roch were 
“metal toads with baby faces and large, vulvalike openings on their 
backs believed to be substitutes for representations of uterus,” writes 
Blumenfeld-Kosinski in Not of Woman Bom. More often, though, they 
were found with images of St. Wilgefortis, also known as “Kummernis 
or “Uncumber,” whom one scholar describes as “one of the most 
interesting of all the ecclesiastical conceptions” and another as 
“possibly the most spectacular of the grotesque saints and certainly 
one of the most important.” 


JJ 


Wilgefortis’s story, which is not believed to have 
any basis in fact, is that she was one of seven 
daughters of a Portuguese pagan king. She 
found Christianity and vowed to stay a virgin, 
but her father went against her wishes and 
pledged her hand to the King of Sicily. After she 
prayed to be spared from this fate, she grew a 
beard. It saved her from marriage—but not 
martyrdom. As late as the 19th century, women 
prayed to Wilgefortis for children and “as a 
source of fertility,” writes Williams. “As a sign of 
this, votives in the form of a toad were hung 
under her image.” 

The toad was, for medieval women, a source of 
agency, of private power that they were willing to use in times of need—even if it was never officially sanctioned 
by the church that governed their daily lives. 



© 2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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• Monday, May 01,2017 


Brian Tamaki the self proclaimed “Tangible 
Expression of God” is the leader of Destiny 
Church who encourages his male followers to 
wear his branded ring. His idea that we are all 

1 FT r T J \ HT A TT T GodandthatJesuswasnot 

^ 1 j ", V V <fl, JL V^i X X resurrected bodily has turned Destiny into a cult. 

cultwatch His failed prophecy that his church would rule a 

country and his weird rules about how he should be treated by Destiny Church members are 
detailed in this article. 

Brian Tamaki’s Destiny Church is Now a Cult 

Brian Tamaki has turned his Destiny Church into a cult 
by denying an essential of the Christian faith, saying the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus did not occur - for Christians 
this is a really big deal. In 2004 on national TV Cultwatch 
designated Destiny Church as an “emerging mind control 
cult”. By denying an essential of the Christian faith 
Cultwatch is reluctantly forced to classify Destiny Church 
as a cult. Read this article to review Brian Tamaki’s 2010 
preaching that moved Destiny Church out of the 
orthodox Christian sphere. Discover in this article video 
of Brian’s failed prophesy to rule the country, audio of his 
doctrinal errors, and a picture of the ring that Brian has 
many of his male followers wear to show their 
submission to Brian Tamaki the supposed “tangible expression of God”. 

Watch as Brian Tamaki fronts up to Cultwatch Director Mark Vrankovich on national TV. Click here 
to watch. 

Update: Due to the significant reaction from Christians triggered by this Cultwatch article, 
Destiny Church’s Brian Tamaki is recanting his May 2010 statements on the resurrection. 
However, he has not changed his other unorthodox view (detailed below). Read this article, it 
remains as first published, except for the addition of a new section at the end detailing the 
reaction it has caused. 

Note: We have always provided the full context of Brian’s May 2010 statements as audio in this 
article’s resources section. 
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Brian Tamaki Denies the Bodily Resurrection of Christ 
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Who is Brian Tamaki? 


Brian Tamaki is the leader and founder of Destiny 
Church, a group of churches located in New 
Zealand. He has appointed himself bishop of these 
churches, and has often attracted the attention of the 
media due to his outlandish ideas: such as 
prophesying that Destiny Church would soon be 
ruling New Zealand, and getting the men of his 
church to swear their allegiance to him by wearing 
wedding like rings with his name on them. 


Brian Tamaki Denies the Bodily Resurrection of 

In May 2010 Brian Tamaki preached a sermon as part of a series called “Activating Christ Within 
You”. In this sermon he dropped two doctrinal bombshells, blasting Destiny Church off its orthodox 
foundations and landing it firmly in the realm of the cults. Brian taught in this sermon that God 
revealed to him that Jesus did not have a bodily resurrection, and that all Christians are actually 
Jesus. In the following paragraphs we’ll look in detail at what Brian said, and then compare Brian’s 
teachings to scripture and orthodox Christianity. 

Brian obviously knew that he was breaking with orthodox Christianity when he admitted he had 
been softening up his congregation for a year beforehand, to get them ready to accept what was 
coming in this sermon. Brian said... 

^ 0:00 /0:40 # ^j) —# ♦ 

“This is, this is something, that you have to get by revelation because you will never be convinced 
enough by your natural understanding. You’ll never sustain it if you ever go back into your mind, or 
your flesh, you’ll give up on this or you’ll let it go, because there are too many forces and too much 
teaching and too much backlog of religion that will cause you to go back. You will doubt it. So 
revelation has to hold this. Hence, I’ve been for the last year preparing you so that you could be a 



Christ 
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people who could receive revelation, so you could get and understand what the Bible is really 
saying.” 

Revelation in the context of Destiny Church is what comes out of Brian Tamaki’s mouth. Brian is the 
mouthpiece of God in the Destiny ethos. What Brian says is what God says, what Brian says is what 
scripture says. Here Brian is blaming what he labels as the “backlog of religion”, which we can 
reasonably interpret as orthodox Christianity, for the teachings that would cause his people to doubt 
what he is about to tell them. And using their rational minds would cause them to doubt too. So he 
had to spend a year softening up his people to get them ready for his new teachings. Brian also 
admits later in the sermon that... 

0:00/0:19 # ♦ 

“Theologians would have great difficulty with me. A lot of reverends, pastors, vicars, bishops, and 
Pentecostal pastors would all curl right now, urn, because they would have difficulty with this. The 
first thing they would do is that they would immediately move into a spirit of condescension. They, 
they would say, ‘you cannot say that’.” 

Brian is right, Christian theologians and pastors would have great difficulty with Brian’s new 
teachings. But they would only disagree, according to Brian, because the have a bad spirit of 
“condescension”. However, there are other possible motivations: these experts may not be trying to 
patronize and feel superior, instead the might be saying “you cannot say that” because these people 
know what the Bible actually teaches and that it differs from Brian’s claimed “revelation”. 

So what is one of the teachings that the Christian theologians and pastors would disagree with? 
Well, in Brian’s words... 

^ 0:00/0:18 • - ^j) -# 4 ; 

“You must get out of your mind that, that Jesus Christ is now, ah, is still Jesus of Nazareth. To whom 
he was. But Jesus of Nazareth did not come out of the tomb. The flesh Jesus died in the tomb.” 


4 0:00/0:11 •- ^t) -# 4 

“So, so Jesus of Nazareth had to put off his flesh body, so the Christ that was always there could 
now be a life giving spirit.” 

So Brian Tamaki is teaching that Jesus’ body was not resurrected, that His body did not come out of 
the tomb, and Jesus had to put off His “flesh body” so Jesus could be spirit only. Well that would be 
a surprise to Jesus, because after His resurrection... 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you. ” They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have. ” When 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because 
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of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. - Luke 24:36-43 

When the disciples first saw Jesus they thought it was His ghost, or spirit. But Jesus wants them to 
understand that He has risen physically, and so He has them touch Him. He points out that a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones - destroying Brian Tamaki’s teaching that Jesus’ “flesh body” and 
the “flesh Jesus” did not come out of the tomb. To underline further that He was not a ghost, Jesus 
eats fish in front of them. If Jesus had only been spirit as Brian claims, then the fish would have 
fallen to the floor. Obviously it did not. Jesus rose with His “flesh body”. The Bible disproves Brian’s 
supposedly revealed teaching. 

But not only was Jesus keen to prove that He had risen physically, Jesus wanted us to know that He 
had risen in the same body He had when He died[1]... 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked 
for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 
saw the Lord. - John 20:19-20 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 
side, I will not believe. ” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe. 1 - John 20:24-27 

Thomas understood that the other disciples had told him that they had seen the physical Jesus, not 
just His spirit; that is why Thomas demanded physical proof. And Jesus delivered the physical proof 
that He had been resurrected with the same body He had when He died. Jesus’ body bore the same 
nail and spear marks He received when He died. The resurrected Jesus was body, not just spirit. 
And it was physically the same Jesus they had always known. 

So there is no question that Brian Tamaki is wrong in teaching that the resurrection was not a bodily 
resurrection. But why is it so important? Well the Apostle Paul tells us... 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. - 1 Corinthians 15:17-20 

And resurrection means resurrection of the body. Think about it. Jesus’ spirit was not killed on the 
cross, it was his body. So what was resurrected? Jesus’ physical body. Jesus came back to life. 
Denying Jesus’ physical resurrection is the same thing as denying the whole resurrection. Brian 
Tamaki is denying what the Apostle Paul tells us is an essential of the Christian faith. 

Some of you reading this will be thinking that you have heard Brian’s teaching somewhere before. 
And you would be right. Denying Jesus’ bodily resurrection is a central teaching of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, one of the most established cults. By denying the resurrection Brian Tamaki has moved 
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camp from orthodox Christianity and is now in the camp of the cults. He is without question a “false 
teacher”. 

But wait, unfortunately there is more, not only does Brian deny the resurrection of Christ, he also 
has redefined who Jesus is... 

Brian Tamaki Says We Are All God 

Orthodox Christian doctrine has always been that we humans are made in the image of God, but we 
are not God. We are finite creatures sharing some of God’s attributes like creativity and the ability to 
love, but we are different from God. In the same way an image of a car is not the car itself, we are 
an image of God but we are not God ourselves. Nor can we ever be. Christians become sons and 
daughters of God, but never become God. Humans have a body and their own separate spirit, both 
of which God created. This view is what the Bible teaches us, and is why we worship God and not 
ourselves. 

This differs from the New Age Movement and branches of Hinduism, for example, who say we all 
are part of God - that is, made of the same stuff and being the same thing as God. The New Agers 
say that we have just forgotten that we are God, and so need to be reminded so we can start acting 
as God again. And it seems that Brian Tamaki has taken on this New Age view, abandoning 
orthodox Christianity by deciding that we are all the same thing as Jesus Christ. 

Listen to these quotes from Brian, they come from the same sermon where Brian denies the bodily 
resurrection of Christ... 

0:00 /0:25 # ♦ 


“It is, it is a fallacy, it is a false, it is a false mentality, it is very bad teaching, in the body of 
Christ to actually get believers to think or to feel or to believe that they are anything less 
than the actual same divinity and substance of spirit as God.” 



“The same divinity and substance of Spirit as God”? Well that’s pretty clear. Brian Tamaki is saying 
that Christians are spiritually the same thing as God. 

^ 0:00 / 1:02 • - ^») -# ♦ 

“Here is the problem because God’s Spirit is in you, that in the beginning he even blew in 
the nostrils of, of the first man, he had no life until he put zoe spirit life into him. God put His 
Spirit, His Spirit is His Spirit, it is no less just because it touches something. God’s Spirit is 
God’s Spirit whether it touches this pulpit, whether it touches your flesh, or whether it 
touches a tree, or or touches nothing. It is still spirit and it is still the very essence of what God is. In 
other words it cannot be less because he puts it into something else and then begins to, to give, 
give the endorsement that what He puts it in is actually in His image and in His likeness. What I’m 
trying to tell you is that there is no difference between what is in you and what is God.” 

“There is no difference between what is in you and what is God”? “The very essence of what God 
is”? Brian Tamaki clearly states that he thinks man’s spirit is the same thing as God. Brian believes 
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that when God created man and “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” (Genesis 2:7), that God 
actually transferred man a portion of God’s own Spirit; instead of orthodox Christianity’s view that 
God created a separate spirit for man. By the way, the Greek word “zoe” means life and does not 
refer to the Spirit of God as Brian seems to think it does. 

0:00 /0:43 # -+ 4 ; 

“So the church of the first born is the church simply, put in this way, of many Christs in one 
Christ. It can be no other. They are many Christs of the one Christ, so they are all portions 
P of Christ, cause Christ is in them and we are in Him, [indiscernible word], I no longer live 
but Christ who lives in me. So the church of the first born is simply the first beginnings of 
the church of many Christs who are sons of God. Which is the same revelation that God gave to 
Peter about seeing who Jesus of Nazareth was, he was Christ in there, and he was the son of God.” 

“Many Christs in one Christ”? “They are all portions of Christ”? Christians believe we have Christ in 
us (2 Corinthians 13:5), but not that we are portions of Christ. A person might have a pacemaker in 
them, but that does not make them a portion of a pacemaker. Having a pacemaker inside you does 
not turn your spirit into metal, plastic, and circuitry. But Brian seems to think that having Christ in us 
means we are Christ. As if eating a baked-bean, and so having a baked-bean inside you, turns you 
into a baked-bean. He even thinks Christians are the sons of God in the same way Jesus is the Son 
of God (Matthew 16:16). 

Brian has misunderstood the concept of having Christ in us. In fact he must believe that every 
human has always had Christ in them since he believes God transferred a portion of His own Spirit 
to humans. That is, every human must have the Spirit of God in them from the moment they were 
created. Indeed we see that Brian does believe this... 

4 0:00 /0:40 # —# 4 


“When you were born again you were born from above, regenerated in your spirit that was 
dormant. But when Christ touched it as Corinthians says He was joined to the Lord as one 
in spirit with Him. So your spirit and His Spirit became one. [thumping]. That’s the union that 
then now puts Christ in you, that Spirit that God gave you that was basically locked up 
because of our soulish living, and I want to tell you that this is exciting. Because Christ has always 
been there, He’s always been in you. It’s the activation, it’s the revelation that activates the Christ in 
you.” 

“Because Christ has always been there, He’s always been in you.”? Really? Then what is the point 
of this verse... 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 
Christ Jesus is in you-unless, of course, you fail the test? - 2 Corinthians 13:5 

The test of having Christ in you does not work if we all have Christ in us by default. Because this 
test exists, it proves that humans must be able to be in a state where Christ is not in them. This 
contradicts Brian Tamaki’s assertion that we have always had Christ in us. 

In fact if you look at Brian’s last quote you’ll see he not only contradicts scripture, but he contradicts 
himself. On one hand Brian says, “That’s the union that then now puts Christ in you” and then he 
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says, “Because Christ has always been there, He’s always been in you.” So on one hand we need a 
“union” to put Christ in us, but on the other hand Christ has always been there, so Christ is to be put 
into somewhere where He already is? In fact these are not the only absurdities that Brian’s teaching 
leads us to. Here are a few more... 

If every human has God’s Spirit as their spirit, that is Christ in them, and some humans decide to 
reject God and so end up in hell. Doesn’t that mean that God ends up in hell too? 

If every human has God’s Spirit as their spirit, and then they sin. Doesn’t that mean God has 
sinned? 

The Old Testament commonly says things like “Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Gideon“, but 
why would the Spirit of the Lord need to come on Gideon when the Spirit of the Lord was already in 
Gideon? It’s as confusing as saying that, “I got into a car I was already in”. 

What about the verse that says, “What is mankind that you are mindful of them, a son of man that 
you care for him? You made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory and 
honor and put everything under their feet.” - Hebrews 2:5-8? If man has, as Brian Tamaki claims, 
“the actual same divinity and substance of spirit as God”, then how could man be lower than the 
angels? 

What is more no Christian could ever share the same divinity as God anyway, since we do not 
possess God’s glory, we only reflect it... 

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. - 2 Corinthians 
3:18 

The contradictions between Brian Tamaki’s new doctrine and what scripture teaches are seemingly 
endless. Brian Tamaki is in error with this new home-brew doctrine of his. He makes created finite 
man equal to God Himself. It’s a little used word in Christianity today, but Brian Tamaki’s new 
teaching is nothing short of blasphemy. 

But it does solve one issue about Brian Tamaki that many have wondered about, does Brian Tamaki 
think he is Jesus Christ? Read on to find out... 

Does Brian Tamaki Think he is Jesus Christ? 

People, including us at Cultwatch, have wondered over the past years if Brian Tamaki might think 
that he is in some way a physical manifestation of God. There have been hints, rumors, and 
allusions that point in that direction; but nothing concrete - perhaps until now. Read the following 
evidence and arguments, and decide for yourself if you think Brian Tamaki considers himself to be 
not just an ordinary Christian, but perhaps God incarnate on Earth... 

Brian Tamaki calls himself the “Tangible Expression of God”. In our first item of evidence, the ten 
page Destiny Church document “Protocols & Requirements Between Spiritual Father & His Spiritual 
Sons” (the rule book for the men who swore their allegiance to Brian and wear his ring), it states on 
page 7 that the Bishop (Brian) is the “tangible expression of God”. When I (Cultwatch’s director) 
asked Brian Tamaki on national TV (Close Up, TV1,29th of October 2009) if he is the “Tangible 
Expression of God”, Brian Tamaki confirmed that he thinks he is. Here is the excerpt from page 7 of 
the Destiny Church document: 
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2. CONDUCT TOWARDS BISHOP 

Bishop is the tangible expression of God and our call. Son's need to understand how to properly approach 
our man of God In order to protect the anointing and to ensure we don't intentionally or unintentionally 
transgress this special relationship 

Remember, honour is the principle of release . 

• Always be respectful and honourable in Bishop's presence, even though he is very sociable and 
open - remember who he isl (For example, don't be in his face giving your stuff and version. 

Protect him from outsiders who attempt to do this. Tactfully move in on people who do this and 
politely move them onl) 

• Ensure Bishop and Ps Hannah are duly honoured, cared for and given the appropriate respect. 

Treat and respect Ps Hannah as you would Bishop. 

• Bishop is a people person. Often it is better we offend others than him 

• Remember, Bishop carries our vision and our anointing for the future and nope of our families 
and offspring: we ought to guard, protect and watch out for him and Ps Hannah. 

different from all other Christians. 

Now for our next item of evidence, we have the May 2010 sermon “Activating Christ Within You” that 
we have just examined. Here is another quote from that sermon... 

4 0:00 / 0:26 # -+ 4 

“Again in Philippian he tells the Galatians he tells the Philippians he says this, he says for 
me to live, is Christ, and he even says dying is gain, because he no longer saw his old life 
R or his previous life, flesh life, but he saw Christ. In other words he wasn’t Paul any longer, 
he was Christ.” 

Does Brian mean that Paul was acting as Christ? Which Christians believe, since we are all called 
to be representing Jesus as His ambassadors to the world. Or does Brian mean that Paul was 
Christ, as in the same thing as Christ. Paul = Christ? Well if you’ve read the section before this one 
you’ll know that when Brian Tamaki says, “he wasn’t Paul any longer, he was Christ”, that Brian 
means Paul was literally spiritually the same thing as Jesus Christ. 

The next item of evidence is the way that Destiny Church treats Brian Tamaki. He gets the best food 
at the gatherings and everybody has to stand when he enters. Destiny members are forbidden to 
criticize Brian. One man reported that in a Destiny Sunday night sermon - when Brian Tamaki was 
not speaking - he counted, and Brian Tamaki’s name was mentioned one hundred and two times, 
while the name of Jesus Christ was only mentioned twice - once at the end of a prayer, the second 
time as part of a joke. For those who have had anything to do with Destiny Church you know that 
Brian Tamaki is the focal point of that church. Read these instructions from the Tauranga branch of 
Destiny Church to it’s men folk, who were about to pledge their allegiance to Brian Tamaki and put 
on his Covenant ring (eye witness testimony confirms that the actions in these instructions occurred) 


Note that the 
designation is singular: 
it states that “Bishop 
is the tangible 
expression of God”, 
not “Bishop 
is a tangible 
expression of God”. It 
seems Brian is 
claiming to be the only 
one of these tangible 
expressions, hence 
making himself 


As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. But Peter made him 
get up. Stand up, he said, I am only a man myself. - Acts 10:25-26 

My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels 
among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; 
another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ. ” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? - 1 Corinthians 1:11-13 
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Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to 
be greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves 
Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among 
you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who 
serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who 
serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one 
who serves. - Luke 22:24-27 


Looking at the evidence we know these things. First, Brian Tamaki claims 
to be the “Tangible Expression of God”, and that is singular, there are no 
room for any others. Second, Brian thinks that Christians are the same 
thing spiritually as Jesus Christ, it therefore follows that Brian must think 
he is the same spiritually as Jesus, or in his words “the actual same divinity and substance of spirit 
as God”. Finally we see how Destiny Church members seem to almost worship Brian Tamaki, and 
that he is their focal point. 

Given all of that, is it possible that Brian Tamaki thinks he has “activated” the Spirit of Christ more 
than any other Christian, and therefore is the closest thing to God on earth? The preeminent Christ? 
In other words the tangible expression or physical manifestation of God among us? Well, you can 
decide on that question yourself. 

Brian Tamaki’s Failed Prophecy 

There is one event Brian Tamaki would likely want to pass unnoticed. Forgotten about and lost in 
the mists of time. Because with this one mistake his mystique, the very foundation of his power, was 
obliterated. He is the Wizard of Oz caught pulling the strings behind his facade. He is Icarus 
plummeting to earth with melted wings. He is the emperor without clothes. Watch this video 
recorded during October 2003... 

The countdown started in October 2003 at a Destiny Church conference. This video of the 
conference shows Brian on stage holding his wife’s hand. He says, “I predict, in the next five years 
by the time we hit our tenth anniversary, and I don’t say this lightly, but we will be ruling the nation.” 
His Destiny audience breaks into cheers, then a standing ovation. Brian continues, “...but I feel very 
strongly in my heart that the word of the Lord came to me very strong, and stronger over this 
weekend, that this will actually be the first nation historically in the world to be under the governance 
of God.” To ensure his meaning was clear, Brian’s “spiritual father” Bishop Eddie Long takes the 
stage. Brian Tamaki stands there as Long jabs his finger at him, “He made a declaration, that in five 
years you shall be ruling and reigning in this nation. That means you control the wealth; that means 
you control the riches; that means you control the politics; that means you control the social order; 
that means you are in charge!” Another standing ovation. 

This video, first leaked to Cultwatch, of what Brian called a “prophetic utterance” caused a strong 
reaction when it first aired nationwide on TV2’s Sunday program in October 2004. The next day 
Brian was ridiculed around water coolers across the nation. It even inspired a Tui’s billboard, “It’s 
Not a Cult. Yeah Right.”. 

In the weeks following the prophecy’s release to the nation mixed messages came from Destiny. 
Some of Brian’s followers tried to dismiss it, saying he had meant ruling the country “spiritually”. But 
the video, and his actions, clearly showed his intent. Remember the Destiny political party that 


COVENANT TESTIMONY OUTLINE 

Please use the following brief as an outline to base your testimony around. 
Remembering that Pastor wants us to be sharp and to the point when 
delivering our testimonies so preparation is expected of every man. 


BOW: Move yourself into mid proximity of Bishop Tamaki, bow on one 
knee, then arise and move back to your seat with your eyes not leaving 
Bishops eyes. For those persons with gifts, they may move closer to lay it at 
Bishop Tamaki’s feet, then bow. 

HONOUR: While standing, give honour to Bishop, Pastor Hannah, Pastor 
Sam. Pastor Caine, Richie, Pastor Lee and all of the other Pastors present on 
the day. Give honour to Bishop as the Man of God for our nation. 

TESTIMONY: The main idea at this point is to introduce yourself to 
Bishop, and to give a short background into your life, but most importantly 
to name and isolate those spirits that have keep hold of you through this first 
half of your life that you may be able to walk free in the second half. 
"Bishop it is an honour for me to be able to release and lay these things 
before you today...” “My name is...” “I was bom...” “When growing up I 
began mixing with bad people...” “The spirit of Perversion has constantly 
held me down...” 

DESTINY: Give testimony to how Destiny Church has help to change your 
life. 

HONOUR: Give honour again to Bishop Tamaki and Pastors and finish 


COVENANT: At the covenant, move into close proximity of Bishop 
Tamaki. Move your hand into the handshake position. Then say, “As the 
Lord lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” Then bow your 
head and hug Bishop. 

Hold onto your Bishop as long as you need. 

COMMUNION: Pastor Lee will give communion. At the cue we will m 
in behind him and bow again to Bishop. Then we partake of communion 
arise with the Haka/Pau 
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crashed and burned in the 2005 elections with only 0.06% of the vote? That was Brian’s power play 
to make his prophecy reality. Brian himself reaffirmed his prediction in October 2006 on TVI’s Close 
Up. Reporter Robyn Janes stated, after the video of Brian’s prophesy had played again, “You 
predicted that by 2008 Destiny will rule the nation, you’re nowhere near there.” And Brian replied, 
“2008 hasn’t come yet, anything can happen and it’s not over.” 

But Brian, it’s over now. The five years ended at Destiny’s tenth anniversary in October 2008, and 
Destiny Church does not and never did rule the nation. Brian Tamaki’s prophecy has failed - there is 
no question about that. 

So Bishop Brian “Tangible Expression of God” Tamaki got it wrong. So what? Why does it matter? 

Understand that this false prophecy has destroyed Brian Tamaki’s one claim to power. His claim that 
he hears from God. By allowing us undeniable empirical evidence that he doesn’t know the 
difference between God speaking and the machinations of his own mind, Brian has kicked himself a 
home goal of staggering proportions. 

Destiny Church members are taught that Brian Tamaki is the head of the church and they must 
submit to him. Brian hears from God, and tells them what God says - effectively replacing scripture 
and the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. But with this failed prophecy the Destiny member has 
concrete reason to doubt anything that Brian pronounces as coming as revelation from the Lord. 
Brian might claim something he says is the Lord’s revelation, but now the Destiny member has 
every reason to throw up his hands and say “who knows”. Brian Tamaki has swept the very authority 
that he claimed out from under himself. Suddenly, their beloved emperor isn’t wearing any clothes. 

What is more, surely the “Tangible Expression of God” would at least know what God was saying? 
This failed prophecy and Brian’s recent denial of the bodily resurrection of Christ, which he claimed 
was revelation, and his teaching that we are all Christ, also claimed to be revelation. Are proof that 
he is not a prophet or an apostle of God. False doctrine and false prophecies are not the fruit of a 
true prophet or apostle. Instead Brian Tamaki is nothing more than another charismatic speaker who 
has a confused understanding of scripture and orthodox Christianity - the history of Christianity is 
littered with these sorts of people, he is nothing unique, and the Bible even warns us of these 
types... 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 
you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought 
them-bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved conduct and will 
bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated 
stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been 
sleeping. - 2 Peter 2:1-3 

You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the 
LORD?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come 
true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously, so 
do not be alarmed. - Deuteronomy 18:21-22 

Money 

A lot has been said in the media about Destiny Church and how it extracts money from its members. 
We would recommend you read the Cultwatch article “How Pastors Get Rich 11 , and see if you think 
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anything applies to Destiny Church and its leaders. 

Conclusions 

Destiny Church’s leader Brian Tamaki has denied the bodily resurrection of Christ, he also claims 
that Christians are spiritually the same thing as Christ, and his claim to be the mouthpiece of God 
has been refuted by his own prophecy. Destiny Church has moved itself into the realm of the cults, 
and needs to be treated the same way Christians treat other cults. 

It might be hard for some to grasp that Brian Tamaki and his church is no longer part of orthodox 
Christianity, but that is the reality of the situation. We need to reach out to members of Destiny 
Church to encourage them to leave and join an orthodox church which follows scripture and focuses 
on Jesus Christ. 

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD. - Joshua 
24:15 

Those in contact with Destiny leadership need to prompt those leaders to return to scriptural beliefs. 
Destiny Church and it’s members should no longer be allowed to have leadership over any Christian 
organisations or programs, in the same way that the Jehovah’s Witnesses for example are excluded 
from such positions. 

Most of all when Destiny Church and its leaders claim to speak for Christians, then Christians need 
to point out that Brian Tamaki does not represent Christianity in this country. 

Stay tuned, this article will be updated with any new developments. 

Reaction to this Article 

The shockwaves this article caused as Christians listened to Brian’s statements about the flesh 
Jesus not coming out of the tomb, and his idea that we are all God, have been massive. Most 
Christians thought Brian was orthodox, but that changed as they listened to Brian’s own words. The 
pressure became so intense that Brian Tamaki was forced to backpedal on his statements about the 
resurrection. (However he has not yet changed his views about the human spirit actually being 
God’s Spirit.) 

Brian Tamaki has claimed that actually, despite not mentioning it in his May 2010 sermon, all he was 
talking about regarding the resurrection was the fact that Jesus’ post resurrection body was 
improved from his pre resurrection body, the same issue we detailed in this article’s footnotes[1]. 
That was all, and that he was just taken out of context. 

But if that were true, why did Brian say he had been preparing his followers for a year to receive this 
“revelation”? Why would that be needed if it was an orthodox teaching? Also why would Brian tell 
his followers that Theologians would have “great difficulty” with this new revelation, and pastors and 
vicars would “curl” at this teaching? That also would not be required if his teaching was orthodox. 

Christians listening to Brian’s own words agreed on mass that Brian was teaching that only the Spirit 
of Jesus came out of the tomb, and not the flesh or physical Jesus. Christians understood what 
Brian was saying. And so did those Christians with Masters of Divinity and Doctorates in Theology, 


http://www.cultwatch.com/briantamaki.htnnl 


11/13 



5/1/2017 


Brian Tamaki’s Destiny Church is Now a Cult-CULTWATCH 


Bible School lecturers and those like us who do Christian apologetics. Even media people like Garth 
George of the NZ Herald and the staff at News Talk 1ZB understood what Brian was saying. These 
people, like we did, listened to Brian’s May 2010 statements in context and came to the same 
understanding found in this article. (Remember we have always provided the full context of Brian’s 
statements in the Resources section below.) 

We at Cultwatch are pleased to have played a part in protecting Christians from Brian Tamaki’s false 
teaching. But we are even more thankful that, at least on the issue of the bodily resurrection, Brian 
is heading back towards orthodox teaching. Our private conversations with Destiny regarding this 
issue were unfruitful, it is a shame that the media picking up the story seems to be what made Brian 
change his mind. 

Read Garth George’s NZ Herald opinion piece here to get a flavor of the reaction Brian’s word’s 
have caused. Also check out Brian’s retraction in this NZ Herald article here. Keep checking back, 
we will continue updating this article with any new developments. 

Resources 

MP3 of Sermon. The audio quotes in this article taken from the Brian Tamaki’s May 2010 
“Activating Christ Within You” series are arranged by subject and not in the sequence in which they 
were delivered. To listen to these quotes in their full context download this twelve minute unabridged 
mp3 (10.8 MB) hereBrian_Tamaki_May_2010.mp3. 

PDF of Covenant Protocol Document 2009. The “Protocols & Requirements Between Spiritual 
Father & His Spiritual Sons” document mentioned in the “Does Brian Tamaki Think he is Jesus 
Christ?” section makes interesting reading. Download all 10 pages of this document in PDF format 
(3.4 MB) here Destiny_Cov_Protocol_2009.pdf. 

Footnotes 

1. Some may be confused to learn that Jesus’ resurrected body was the same body which was 
nailed to the cross. Wasn’t Jesus’ resurrected body the first of the imperishable type all will have 
when we are resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:20, 1 Corinthians 15:42)? The answer is yes, it is. But 
there is no contradiction since it is still the same body. Think of it this way, imagine that you own a 
car, and one day your car goes through a magic machine that treats it so it will never rust and never 
wear out. It is still the same car, it’s now just much better than it was before. In the same way our 
mortal bodies will put on immortality, “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all 
be changed-in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death 
has been swallowed up in victory.”’ - 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. Notice that the mortal body is not 
replaced, but changed and clothed with immortality. You can’t clothe something if it is not there. You 
can’t change something if it disappears (that would be replacement). “So will it be with the 
resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body." - 1 Corinthians 15:42-44. See that the mortal body is not 
replaced, rather “it is raised...”. So while our resurrection body is far superior than it was before the 
resurrection, it is the same body that has been changed, not a completely new replacement body. 
The nail and spear marks on Jesus’ resurrected body prove this point. Of course the idea that 
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Jesus’ body was replaced at the resurrection is not one that Brian Tamaki allows, obviously he 
claims that Jesus put off His body and now is only a bodiless spirit. But this footnote is for those 
Christians that might find confusing the comments about Jesus’ resurrection body being the same 
body He died with. 
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Fish covered in strange 'tattoos' caught in the Philippines | Metro News 


Fish caught covered in 'tattoos' including a crown and leaves metro.co.uk 



36 pm 

It has strange markings on its scales (Picture: Cover 
images) 

A huge fish covered in ‘tattoos’ has been caught 
in the Philippines. 

Where you would expect plain scales, the fish has 
intricate blue designs of a crown and a shield, 
lettering and entwined plant leaves instead. 

The fishermen who caught it were amazed to see it, 
and photographed it next to a regular fish to show 
the difference. 


Since the image was posted on local channel GMA 
News, it has sparked thousands of comments from people trying to work out what happened. 


One possibility is that it was genuinely tattooed and then thrown back in the sea by somebody. 




MORE: Driver narrowly avoids tumbling off a 
cliff 


Perhaps a more likely answer was offered by 
Steve Clark, who wrote: This was probably 
caused by some sort of trash or fabric that 
had been embedded in the fish’s skin and 
over time imprinted this design onto it. Just a 
thought.’ 


The tattooed fish next to a 


normal fish (Picture: Cover images) 
(Picture: Cover images) 


Fish covered in strange 'tattoos' 
caught in the Philippines 

mystical connection, such 


The fish, caught by fishermen in the province 
of Lopez, Jaena, Misamis Occidental, has 
even been accused of having some kind of 
as being the reincarnation of a god. 


Fish covered in strange 'tattoos' 
caught in the Philippines 


(Picture: Cover images) 
(Picture: Cover images) 


MORE: Stick out your tongue - does it look normal? 


Others suggested: There are many things in our world that we do not know about, especially under 
the sea. Remember, the sea is greater than land.’ 


Another (stretching it a bit) asked if they fish may have escaped from an underwater jail where 
marine biologists mark marine creatures with strange symbols. 
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Fish covered in strange 'tattoos' caught in the Philippines 



Fish covered in strange 'tattoos' 
caught in the Philippines 
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Serial killer Ted Bundy's childhood home in Tacoma recently remodeled, sold | The News Tribune 


© 


► 


Ted Bundy's childhood West End home is remodeled and sold 1:48 


LOCAL MAY 08,2017 8:00 AM 

Eerie things going on at serial killer’s childhood home in Tacoma 

BY STACIA GLENN 
sglenn@thenewstribune.com 

Unexplainable things happened in the Tacoma house where serial killer Ted Bundy grew up. 

So many things, in fact, that a contractor hired to remodel the home penciled Bible scriptures on the walls and brought in two pastors to bless the 
house. 

“fm not one to believe a lot of this stuff, but this house made me a believer,” said Casey Clopton, the contractor. 

A cry for help appeared on a window as crew members worked in the basement. Heavy furniture wedged into a wall toppled over. Doors and cabinets 
seemed to open themselves. 

It all started in September, when David Truong bought the 1,400-square-foot home with plans to redo and flip it. 

He didn’t research its history, so he didn’t know the local lore or who had lived there. 

The little blue house was built in 1946, the same year Bundy was born in Vermont. The Bundy family moved into the home in 1955, records show. 

Louise Bundy was no longer living there in 1989, when her 42-year-old son was executed in Florida after being convicted of killing two sorority 
sisters and a 12-year-old girl. 

Investigators linked him to at least 30 slayings, though they believe there were dozens more. His killing spree started in 1974 in Washington and 
continued for years across 11 states. 

THEY WERE A REALLY NICE FAMILY’ 

Bundy was 9 when his family moved into the four-bedroom, 1 1/2-bathroom house. Neighbors recall him having a bedroom on the ground floor, 
though at least one record indicates his room was at the foot of the stairs in the basement. 

He lived there with his mother, stepfather and four siblings. 

“I don’t ever remember seeing Ted,” said Hope Murry, a neighbor who grew up a few houses down and later bought her childhood home. 

She recalls playing with Bundy’s younger sisters and Louise Bundy babysitting her. Once, she went to their house but was told to stay out of Ted’s 
bedroom because he had the measles. 

“They were a really nice family,” Murry said. 

Bundy insisted he grew up in “a wonderful home with two dedicated and loving parents.” 


http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article149008344.html?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&utm_content=link&ICID=ref_fark 
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Louise Bundy was a staunch defender of her eldest son and long insisted he was innocent. Her stance softened after he made several death-row 
confessions. 

In his final interview with a psychologist just before he was executed, Bundy said his family regularly attended church and believed his violence 
stemmed from an obsession with pornography that fueled dark fantasies. 

Some believe Bundy started killing when he was 14, and that Ann Marie Burr, an 8-year-old girl abducted from her North End home in August 1961, 
was his first victim. 

Bundy denied it in a letter to the girls mother, written after he was imprisoned in Florida and named as a suspect in Ann Maries disappearance. 

Louise Bundy said back then she was sure he didn’t commit any crimes while living under her roof. And DNA testing done in 2011 was unable to link 
Bundy to the missing girl. 

He is, however, still listed as a suspect in the case because detectives could not clear him. 

Despite Bundy being one of the most notorious serial killers, there is no evidence he committed any crimes in his childhood home. 

That doesn’t stop some neighbors, and now the contractors, from believing there’s something spooky about the house. 

HELP ME’ AND LEAVE’ 

Clopton, the contractor, first visited the house after he was hired in October. He took along his 11-year-old daughter, who sometimes goes with him 
and takes dictated notes from her dad about the work that needs to be done. 

“My daughter started crying,” Copton said. “She said she felt weird. She didn’t like it there.” 

She refused to be alone in the house and was so uncomfortable they quickly left. 

Clopton returned the next week with a demolition crew. One crew member echoed the sentiment that the house didn’t feel right. 

Then things started happening, things Clopton kept dismissing as pranks among the crew. 

There was the time they re-entered the house — which had been locked — and every door, every cabinet drawer — was open. 

Or the time the workers were cleaning up the flooded basement and spotted the words “Help me” written on the glass. A screwed-on screen protector 
would have made it difficult for someone outside to write it, Clopton said. 

A heavy dresser inset in the upstairs hallway wall somehow pulled itself out and landed face-down on the floor while the crew was downstairs. 
Workers said it takes at least one strong man to pull it out and there was no way it could have fallen on its own. 

“Periodically, throughout the course of the job, we had weird things keep happening,” Clopton said. 

Cellphones and other electronics occasionally would get unplugged and immediately die. The word “Leave” was found written in sheetrock dust on a 
bedroom floor with no footprints around it. 

Clopton eventually chatted with some of the neighbors about the odd occurrences, asking if there had been a rash of neighborhood break-ins. 

That’s when he learned Bundy once lived in the house. 

Clopton passed the information along to Truong and James Pitts III, the real estate broker. Pitts said he was shocked but excited by the discovery 
because he has an interest in true crime. 

“It was really eerie but really neat,” he said. “We made sure to keep quiet initially because we weren’t sure how people would react to knowing a 
serial killer lived there.” 

Although a handful of potential buyers asked Pitts about Bundy once calling the house home, he said the people who recently bought the house did 
not. 

It’s unclear whether the new owners are aware. They were unable to be reached for comment. 

TWO PASTORS AND BLESSINGS 

After Clopton found out the house’s connection to a serial killer, he decided it was time to seek help. So he called a Puyallup pastor and asked him to 
bless the house. 

Two pastors came out and went from room to room, reading scriptures and saying blessings. 

They encouraged the crew to continue playing Christian music while they worked. They also suggested writing Bible verses on the walls, which the 
workers did. 
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The penciled writing can no longer be seen beneath the fresh paint, but Clopton hopes they will continue to offer protection. 
“Everything in that house fought us, and I was kind of weird about it,” he said. “But I go to church and I have God with me.” 

The house was completely redone with new paint, a bright yellow front door and renovated floors and ceilings. But the history remains. 

Stacia Glenn: 253-597-8653 



A tearful Ted Bundy discusses his views of violence and sex during a taped interview with Dr. James Dobson in Florida, Jan. 23,1989. Bundy was executed the next morning. 
The home where he grew up in Tacoma has seen unexplained activity. MARK FOLEY - AP 
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Teen's quest for Wendy's nuggets gets huge Twitter support 


Teen's quest for Wendy's nuggets gets huge Twitter support yahoo.com 


AP FILE - This Friday, March 21,2014, file photo, shows a Wendy's restaurant in Providence, R.l. A 
Nevada teen's joke Twitter campaign to win a year of free chicken nuggets from Wendy’s may 
Prei become the platform’s most retweeted post of all time. Carter Wilkinson launched the effort on 
April 5, 2017. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File) 

RENO, Nev. (AP) — A teen's Twitter stunt to win a year of free chicken nuggets from Wendy's might 
become the platform's most retweeted post of all time. 

Carter Wilkinson asked the fast food chain on Twitter last week how many retweets it would take for 
him to get free nuggets for a year. Wendy's replied, "18 million." The 16-year-old from Nevada took 
up the challenge, writing: "Consider it done." 

Wilkinson's screenshot of the exchange has since been retweeted nearly 2.5 million times and is 
getting closer to the all-time retweet mark of nearly 3.3 million, held by Ellen DeGeneres' viral tweet 
from the 2014 Oscars. 

Wilkinson tells the Reno Gazette-Journal (http://usat.ly/2pphHKr) that all the attention is "a little 
distracting," and he's now known as "the chicken nugget man" at his high school. 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


https://www.yahoo.com/news/teens-quest-wendys-nuggets-gets-huge-twitter-support-142419744.html 


1/1 




4/12/2017 


Terrifying monument to toothache installed in St. Petersburg dental clinic - PravdaReport 


Terrifying monument to toothache installed in St. Petersburg 
dental clinic 

12.04.2017 | Source: Pravda.Ru pravdareport.COITI 


The monument to toothache, 
created by St. Petersburg 
artist Mariana Shumkova, was 
installed in "Good Dentist 
Clinic" in St. Petersburg. 

According to St. Petersburg 
publication Bumaga, the figure 
was created with the use of 
human teeth that were 
removed from patients as part 
| of "Teeth for Health" 
i campaign. 

According to the author, she deliberately made the monument frightening and realistic, with 
"deformed features of the human face." According to the artist, "it is only a strong emotional impact 
that can make a person think about such a simple and ordinary thing as hygiene." 

Undoubtedly, the most shocking aspect of the work is the combination of artificial materials and 
natural human teeth, Shumkova said. 

For the time being, the monument to toothache remains in the dental clinic, but it can be exhibited in 
other public places too. 
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Thailand's scorpion queen covers herself with arachnids | Daily Mail Online 


Thailand's scorpion queen covers herself with arachnids 

12:27 EDT, 3 June 2017 \ dailymail.CO.Uk 


• Kanchana Kaetkaew posed with scorpions at a museum in Pattaya city, Thailand 

• She did not bat an eyelid as dozens of them scuttled across her open mouth 

• Kaetkaew holds the record for keeping a scorpion in closed mouth for 3 minutes 

• Also spent 33 days in 12-meter square glass enclosure with 5,000 live scorpions 

By Ekin Karasin For Mailonline 


Wince-inducing photos show Thailand's 'scorpion queen' dangling the arachnids in her open mouth 
and letting them crawl over her face. 

The fearless Kanchana Kaetkaew did not bat an eyelid as dozens of the poisonous creatures 
roamed over her face at Ripley's Believe it or Not museum in Pattaya city, Thailand, on Saturday. 


Kaetkaew, who is Ripley's ambassador, holds the Guinness World Record for keeping a scorpion in 
her closed mouth for a staggering three minutes and 28 seconds. 



Wince-inducing photos show Thailand's 'scorpion queen' Kanchana 
Kaetkaew dangling live scorpions in her mouth and letting them crawl over 
her face 


She is the only Thai woman to hold two 
Guinness World Records. 


Her second is for spending 33 days inside a 
12-meter square glass enclosure with 5,0000 
live scorpions. 


Kaetkaew achieved the record in a mall in 
Pattaya, a city on the Gulf of Thailand known 
for its nightlife and cabaret. 


She did not bat an 
eyelid as dozens of 
the poisonous 
creatures roamed 
over her face at 
Ripley's Believe it or 
Not museum in 
Pattaya city, Thailand, 
on Saturday 


scorpion scuttled out of 


The fearless woman 
remained emotionless 
as a giant black 
her open mouth 
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There are almost 2000 species of scorpion, and around 40 are poisonous enough to kill a human. 


They feast on anything from insects to mice, but can survive for up to a year without food or water. 



Kaetkaew, who is Ripley's ambassador, holds 
the Guinness World Record for keeping a 
scorpion in her closed mouth for a staggering 
3 minutes and 28 seconds 

Her second World Record is for staying for 33 
days inside a 12-meter square glass 
enclosure with five thousand live scorpions 

Despite having up to 12 eyes, scorpions have 
poor vision and rely on smell to detect their 
prey. 

Scientists are still unsure why scorpions give 
off a bright green glow when they are under 
UV light. 

The animals use venom to turn the insides of 
their prey into liquid as they are unable to eat 
solids. 

Betraying not a hint of fear, Kaetkaew beamed 
as she held up her gloved hands as scorpions 
crawled over it 

Dozens of scorpions swarmed her upper body 
as she put on a show in Pattaya, a city on the 
Gulf of Thailand known for its nightlife and 
cabaret 
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The egested intestine 



Case of a man who discharged his intestines via the anus 


The Annals of Medicine for the Year 1802 are the source of today’s extraordinary goings-on. This 
case was reported by John Bower, a surgeon from Doncaster: 

January 17, 1796: Ed. Cooke, aged 40, a day-labourer, was returning to his home, about two miles 
from Doncaster, between ten and eleven o’clock at night. Being in a state of intoxication, and having 
leaned upon the battlements of the bridge, he had, I suppose, fallen asleep, when the noise of a 
stage-coach coming upon the pavement, awaking him, he reeled from the causeway, and fell down, 
and a fore-wheel of the carriage passed over his body. 

Stagecoaches were less heavy than the average family car, but had much thinner wheels. One of 
those passing over your body could do considerable damage. 

On my arrival soon after the accident had happened, I found him complaining of great pain in his 
abdomen, across which, between the navel and pubis, was the mark of the wheel. There appeared 
no injury elsewhere. I bled him, and sent a solution of vitriolated magnesia. 

Vitriolated magnesia (magnesium sulphate) was also known as Epsom salt, a commonly prescribed 
remedy at the time, often used to treat digestive disorders. 

In the morning, I was surprised to find that he was gone home. He had got up early, and would walk; 
which, by the assistance of two people, and with great difficulty, he performed. I rode over, and 
found him in violent pain; his body greatly swelled, and very tense; pulse quick and weak; had a 
nausea, but no vomiting or shivering fit. By means of leeches, fomentations, &c. and keeping the 
bowels in a lax state for several days, he began to have favourable symptoms, and, in the course of 
a fortnight, was able to walk about a little. 

Thins looked good at this stage, but then he took a turn for the worse. 

He then complained of a weight at his navel, and said, that whatever he eat, seemed to do him no 
good. On the 17th day after the accident, in the evening, whilst sitting by the fire, he was seized with 
such a general debility, that they were obliged to lay him upon the bed, and he continued in that 
state for ten minutes: the next night it returned in the same manner; and on the following morning, 
he parted peranum with full fourteen inches of his intestines, apparently a portion of the ileum, with 


http://www.thom as- m or r i s. uk/the- egested- i ntesti ne/ 


1/3 





5/2/2017 


The egested intestine - Thomas Morris 


a part of the mesentery adhering to it; after which, he had a lax stool, more in quantity than he ever 
got quit of at one time since the accident. 

The stuff of nightmares. The patient had discharged a fairly substantial chunk of his own small 
intestine with his bowel movements. The mesentery is a membrane which connects the intestine to 
the abdominal wall - and, since the appearance of this article at the end of last year, has been 
recognised as an organ in its own right. 

He continued in a lax state for two or three weeks, (though he could retain his faeces) when a 
tumour appeared below the navel, and in a few weeks broke, and discharged a large quantity of 
matter, having a yellowish tint, and a faint smell of faeces. 

This is an unfortunate and unpleasant complication. The ‘tumour’ was a hernia, a break in the 
abdominal wall through which a loop of intestine began to protrude. Eventually the thin covering of 
skin broke, causing an enterocutaneous fistula - an anomalous opening between the bowel and the 
skin. 

At times, his body would be so much distended with wind, as to force out the discharge to the 
distance of a yard or two. 

Charming. 

He got strength gradually, and, in harvest-time was able to walk into the fields. When winter 
approached, he was obliged to keep in the house, and frequently in bed, as three or four small 
tumours appeared at different times, and broke; so that now there are five orifices. 

Five! 

The two first which broke, are a little above the pubis; the third, about one and a half inch below the 
navel, and the two last just above Poupart’s ligament. 

Poupart’s ligament is in the groin. Two years after the initial accident, Mr Bower visited the patient: 

Feb. 1798 — / called to see him, and found him in bed, where he had been confined several weeks: 
— said that his legs had been greatly swelled, but were then much settled: — that he had five or six 
stools daily, but that his appetite was good. 

The surgeon checked up on his patient at intervals; this is his final report on the case: 

Nov. 2. 1801 — The following I shall give you verbatim, as I wrote down from the man’s own 
account of himself. He came over to see me at Doncaster; — is a great deal stronger; — appetite 
very good; nothing disagrees; — no stools soon after eating; — generally six stools in the twenty- 
four hours; sometimes more; often he is obliged to get up two or three times in a night; other times, 
can lie for several nights together, without being disturbed; — stools loose; not offensive; — 
discharge constant; but more at one time than another; — two orifices open; — wind emitted from 
them often very offensive; — uses a deal of walking exercise, being made Pinder of the village... 

The ‘pinder’ was the person whose job it was to round up stray animals. 

... seldom free from pain in his body; most when costive; keeps grumbling and rolling about, and 
twitching for half-a-day together; but is easier when he has parted with wind, which comes more 
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through the orifices than per anum: — Discharge mostly yellowish; sometimes brownish: — orifices 
never all healed up: — once in ten days or a fortnight, is not so lax: — stools not so much in 
quantity, being hardened, though the same in number: — has had an ulcer in his right leg for four 
years, which increases in size; discharges a great deal sometimes, and thinks he is easier in his 
body. — Lives chiefly upon milk and bread and vegetables: — feels the belt when he lives well, that 
is, when he gets any meat and malt liquor; then has not so much pain in his bowels, nor parts with 
so much wind, nor has so many stools. 

This does not sound an entirely happy existence. 

There is a final note appended to this report, a letter from one ‘H.L. Thomas of Leicester Square’. I 
cannot find a trace of this person, but it appears to be a London surgeon to whom Mr Bower had 
appealed for a second opinion. This was his reply: 

I have given a very particular examination to the portion of intestine you were so obliging as to send 
for my inspection. There can be no doubt of its having belonged to the human subject, and is, I 
believe, a part of the ileum, or the lower end of the jejunum. I can account for this strange 
production in no other way, than from intussusceptio, the strangulated portion having sloughed off. 
This supposition will be further strengthened, if the intestine at the time of its expulsion was found 
inverted. 

In this condition, known today as intussusception, a section of bowel folds into the adjoining section, 
like a section of telescopic tubing collapsing on itself. This can obstruct the blood supply to the 
affected section, causing necrosis (tissue death). It is rare but not unheard-of for a section of bowel 
to die and slough off, as described by the London expert. But - as a correspondent in the Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal later pointed out - intussusception is a rather unlikely diagnosis in this 
case, since the cause of illness was a traumatic injury. It seems much more likely that the passage 
of the stagecoach wheel over the abdomen caused serious injury to a section of bowel, which 
subsequently became necrotic and ‘came loose’. It is quite amazing that the intestines should 
continue to function even partially after such a catastrophic occurrence, but there are plenty of other 
examples in the literature. 
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The Papin Sisters: France's Crime of the Century Crime 

Magazine crimemagazine.com 


Jun 19, 2010 - by Jessica Mason 


The Papin sisters 

The strange case of the Papin sisters is notable not only for its 
shocking violence but because the gender of both the perpetrators 
and victims was female. The case became a media sensation in 
France with its lurid undertones of lesbianism and incest; the 
motive for the crime was never quite clarified - was it simply 
raving madness or was it the calculated (and some would say 
righteous) revenge of two working-class girls against their 
oblivious employers? 

by Jessica Mason 

The Papin Family 

Even by the hardscrabble standards of early 20th century French peasant life, Christine and Lea 
Papin experienced a particularly dismal childhood. Their father Gustave was an abusive alcoholic 
and their mother Clemence was a flighty and promiscuous woman with little maternal instinct who, 
in 1901, was forced to marry their father only because she was pregnant with their first child, Emilia. 
After her second child Christine was born in 1905, Clemence decided that she could not handle two 
children and sent the baby off to live with Gustave’s sister. In 1911, Clemence bore a third child, 

Lea. Soon after the birth of Lea, Clemence discovered that her husband had raped their eldest 
daughter, Emilia, who at the time was only 10 years old. 

Clemence immediately sought and obtained a divorce from Gustave. Her actions, however, were 
not taken out of concern for her daughter's welfare, but a desire to punish her husband for his 
infidelity. Clemence apparently believed that Emilia had seduced her father and in order to discipline 
her, sent her to an orphanage, run by the convent of Le Bon Pasteur, that was known for its 
harshness. In addition, she pulled Christine out of the care of her aunt and also placed her in Le 
Bon Pasteur. She also relieved herself of the burden of caring for Lea, who was but a toddler at the 
time, by giving her over to the care of a great uncle. 

Emilia and Christine grew very close to each other in the orphanage and when Emilia became a nun 
as soon as she was old enough Christine had every intention of following in her sister’s footsteps. 
However, Clemence, who was depending on her daughters to help support her as soon as they 
were legally able to work was furious with Emilia for denying her a third of that potential income and 
forbade Christine from doing the same. She immediately pulled Christine out of Le Bon Pasteur and 
found her work as a maid in the bourgeois households of Le Mans. Because the sisters of Le Bon 
Pasteur had tutored her in cleaning, mending and cooking, she was very well-suited to the life of a 
domestic worker. However, Christine changed employers many times in the first years of her career 
because the wages they paid were never enough to suit her mother. Like her older sister, Lea was 
taken from the care of her relative and put to work as soon as she was able and the two sisters, who 
though they had been separated, were still very fond of each other and attempted to work together 
whenever possible. 
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Life with the Lancelins 

In 1926, when she was 22, Christine acquired a position with the Lancelin family in the city of Le 
Mans. The family consisted of Rene Lancelin, a retired lawyer, his wife Leonie, and two grown 
daughters, one of whom, Genevieve, who was 27 at the time of her murder, remained living at 
home. They were a quiet, respectable family with a nice townhouse at No. 6 rue Bruyere. After 
employing Christine for two months, they decided to take her sister on as well. Christine was the 
cook, and Lea, the chambermaid. They worked 12 to 14 hour days and were only allowed a half 
day off per week in order to attend church, which they did, in gloves and hats, every Sunday. 
Occasionally, they would visit a neighborhood medium. Christine was later to state that she 
believed she was her sister’s husband in another life, an idea that was likely gleaned from this local 
mystic. Beyond these two destinations though, any free moment they had was spent together in 
their little room on third floor of the Lancelins’ home. They never went to the movies or to dance 
halls nor did they have suitors of any sort or friendships with other maids in the neighborhood. 

Their professional reputation was, for the most part, excellent and they were the envy of other 
bourgeois households who employed servants more dedicated to gadding about and flirting with 
young men. However the local shopkeepers, with whom their duties required them to interact, found 
them odd and standoffish. And though both the Papin sisters were universally lauded for their hard 
work by their employers, there was at least one who seemed to have had personality issues with 
Christine. The woman, who employed Christine for only 15 days, described her as extremely 
touchy and so haughty and rebellious she hesitated to actually ask her to do anything. The 
Lancelins seemed happy enough with Christine however, and at the trial, Monsieur Lancelin was to 
state that up until the day of the murders he had had no complaints about the work performed by the 
Papin sisters in his home. But then, as Monsieur Lancelin was also to reveal during the trial, he 
hadn’t spoken a word to either of the sisters the entire seven years they were employed in his 
home. All of their orders came through his wife who only communicated with Christine, and then 
usually by written missive rather than oral communication. 

While their method for communicating with their servants may have been somewhat bizarre, it 
couldn't really be considered cruel and it seems that overall that the Papin sisters were treated 
relatively well within the Lancelin household. A typical “petit bourgeois” family, the Lancelins kept 
their servants in the same manner as other families of their ilk and perhaps even a little better, for 
Christine and Lea were given not only plenty of food to eat, but a heated room, along with their 
meager but standard salary (3,000 francs a year which translates to less than $2000 a year in 
contemporary America currency). When Leonie Lancelin became aware that the sisters had been 
sending all of their wages to their mother, she immediately insisted that they cease doing so and 
keep their earnings for themselves and took it upon herself to inform their mother of this change. 
After this incident, the sisters began affectionately calling Mme. Lancelin “Maman” amongst 
themselves, while referring to their own mother as “that woman.” 

Madame Lancelin’s treatment of the girls was not always kindly however. She had exacting 
standards and would regularly perform the “white glove test” on furniture to ensure it had been 
dusted to her liking. There was one incident in particular in which she revealed a nasty side. Lea 
had missed a scrap of paper on the floor while cleaning and Mme. Lancelin, pinching her hard all 
the while, forced the young woman on to her knees to retrieve the piece of paper. After this 
incident, the normally meek Lea reportedly remarked to her sister, “She had better not try that again 
or I will defend myself.” 
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The Crime 

Christine was 28 and Lea only 21 on February 2, 1933, although in photos taken of them by the 
press soon afterward they both appear decades older. 

That day, the Lancelin women had gone out shopping and had plans to go straight from their 
shopping to the home of madame’s brother for dinner, where Monsieur Lancelin was to meet them, 
having come from work. Thus everyone in the family was out for the day and were not expected by 
the servants to return until very late that evening. According the Papin sisters, they had spent the 
day going about their usual chores and duties. One of Lea’s errands for the day was to take the 
household’s broken flat iron to the electrician to get it fixed, which she did. When she returned with 
it and plugged it in, in order to do some ironing, it shorted out the power in the house. Christine 
decided that she would wait until the next morning to bother with the fuses since the family wouldn't 
be home that evening anyway. 

Sometime between 5:30 and 7 o’clock in the evening, Mme. And Mile. Lancelin returned home 
unexpectedly. Christine met them at the door to tell them that the power had gone out and that the 
iron was broken again. According to Christine, upon hearing this news Madame Lancelin flew into a 
rage. Ostensibly in self-defense Christine grabbed a pewter jug and hit her mistress over the head 
with it. Genevieve, coming to the aid of her mother, began fighting with Christine. “I’m going to 
massacre them,” Christine purportedly shouted. Then Lea, having heard the commotion from 
another room, joined in, fighting against Madame Lancelin who had apparently recovered her 
senses after the blow to the head. Thus began what the famous French psychoanalyst Jacques 
Lacan so richly termed, “the atrocious quadrille.” Christine yelled at Lea to “Smash her [Mme. 
Lancelin's] head into the ground” and “tear her eyes out”! Lea did exactly as she was told and 
Christine did they same to Genevieve. Their victims rendered helpless without their eyes, the Papin 
sisters went about collecting weapons. They used a knife and a hammer in addition to the pewter 
pot. They beat the women to death first, switching the pewter pot and hammer back and forth 
between each other. According to Christine, the women were crying out, but she could not recall 
what, if anything, they were saying. After the Lancelin women were finally judged to be dead, the 
two sisters went about preparing the bodies, as Christine described it, as one would rabbits for 
cooking. (Indeed, the 1901 cookbook that Christine worked from included just such a recipe). In a 
final gruesome touch, they lifted the dead women’s skirts over their now unrecognizable head and 
chiseled into their buttocks and thighs with the knife. Genevieve Lancelin had been menstruating at 
the time and they smeared that blood on Madame Lancelin as though basting her. 

After they had finished their work, the Papin sisters cleaned up the mess that had been created, 
then proceeded to prepare themselves for bed and get into it together. 

The Grisly Discovery 

Meanwhile, Monsieur Lancelin was awaiting his wife and daughter at the dinner to which they had 
been invited. After some time, he decided to return home to see what was taking him so long. 

When he arrived at the house he was unable to enter because the doors were locked and chained. 
At this point, he assumed his wife and daughter had already left and that the two servants were 
probably making too much of a ruckus with their cleaning to hear the doorbell. He decided to return 
to the home of his brother-in-law fully expecting that they would have arrived by the time he got 
back. However, when he got there, he was dismayed to find they hadn't. At this point Monsieur 
Lancelin returned to his home in the company of a friend from the dinner party. The house was 
completely dark but for a candle in the third floor servants’ quarters. Again they were unable to 
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enter. They went to find help and returned with two policemen, one of whom was finally able to gain 
entry by climbing over the wall of the back garden. Later, Christine was to state that they had 
barred the doors out of a sense of compassion for Monsieur Lancelin as they did not wish for it to be 
him who discovered the bodies of his wife and daughter. 

Entering the house through the kitchen, everything seemed fine and tidy at first until the policeman 
discovered with their flashlights an eyeball on the stair leading to the second floor. At this point, 
they ordered Monsieur Lancelin not to come any further. On the second floor landing, they found the 
Lancelin women, their faces eyeless and beaten beyond recognition. Madame’s eyes were found in 
the folds of the scarf around her neck. 

Assuming this was the work of a psychopathic intruder, the gendarmes continued upstairs expecting 
to find the household’s two female servants in the same grisly condition, but when they arrived at 
the door to their quarters, it was locked from the inside, a candle still burning from within. After 
forcing the door open, they found the Papin sisters, alive and well, clinging to each other in a shared 
bed. On the bedside table beside them was a hammer. 

The Trial and Aftermath 

The sisters immediately confessed to the crime, with Christine doing all the talking and Lea merely 
agreeing with her sister's statements. They did not express remorse and claimed only self-defense 
in form of a motive. “It was her or us,” as Christine plainly put it. 

By the next morning, the news of the crime had broken out all over France and French newspapers 
featured daily updates on the case. One journal, in an interesting publicity stunt, had a pair of twin 
brothers, Jerome and Jean Tharaud, report on the case. In their column they would creepily refer to 
themselves as “I” rather than “we” and would sign themselves simply: J et J. The French public was 
divided on their opinion of what the fate of the Papin sisters should be; while a slight majority called 
for their heads, a smaller, but significant minority sympathized with the sisters, given their 
understanding of the miserable working conditions so common for domestic laborers. Among these 
sympathizers were many of the intellectual elite of the day including Jean Paul Sartre, Simone de 
Beauvoir and Jean Genet, who held the crime up as an example of class warfare. 

The funeral for the Lancelin women was very well attended and was accompanied by infantry. 
However, the trial of the Papin sisters the following September, was even better attended and 
police were needed to control the crowds at the courthouse during its 13-hour duration. 

Throughout the trial Christine behaved demurely and did not make eye contact, while Lea stared 
ahead vacantly as though in a state of shock. While on the stand their only concern seemed to be 
that of protecting each other. 

The sisters were represented by Pierre Chautemps and Germaine Briere who argued an insanity 
defense on their behalf. The lawyers cited their mother and father, a cousin who died in an asylum, 
a grandfather prone to violent attacks of temper and an uncle who had committed suicide as 
evidence of a hereditary disposition toward insanity. However, three medical experts for the 
prosecution testified that they had examined the Papin sisters and found them to be of sound mind. 
Ultimately, the court found the sisters to be sane, and therefore, guilty. The jury had taken the 
mutilation of the bodies and the fact that they had cleaned up afterward and gone to bed as if 
nothing were wrong as evidence of “cold-bloodedness” rather than madness. 
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The sentences were handed down. Christine was condemned to death by guillotine in the public 
square at Le Mans on the 30th of September 1933, the news of which she received on her knees. 

At the time, it was customary in France for the death sentences of female prisoners to be commuted 
before their execution was carried out, but at the time there was much speculation that, because of 
the exceedingly vile nature of the crime, this would not be the case for Christine Papin. 

The court was more compassionate toward Lea, however, who was judged to have been under the 
power of her older sister, and sentenced her to 10 years hard labor. 

During Christine's wait in the holding cell for the condemned, she appeared to become more and 
more mentally unstable. She had violent fits and hallucinations followed by depressions where she 
refused to eat or drink, begging to see her sister. At one point in July 1933 she attempted to tear her 
own eyes out, after which she was confined to a straightjacket. She later claimed to investigating 
magistrate that she was experiencing the same kind of “episode” she had experienced when she 
committed the murders of the Lancelins. At one point the episodes became so bad, the warden 
relented and allowed her to see Lea. Upon their reunion, Christine was reported to have behaved in 
a sexually inappropriate manner toward her younger sister, trying to unbutton her clothes and 
pleading with her to “say yes, please!” 

On January 22, 1934, President Albert Lebrun issued a stay of execution for the elder Papin. She 
was re-sentenced to a life term of hard labor but was transferred after only a few years to an insane 
asylum in Rennes. She dwelt there only a few months before perishing of cachexia, wasting away 
due to self-imposed starvation, at the age of 32 on the 18th of May 1937. 

Lea was released early from prison after serving eight years on good behavior in 1941, whereupon 
she went to lives with her mother in Nantes and got a job as a hotel maid under an assumed name. 
Accounts vary in regard to the date of Lea’s death, with some sources reporting that she died in 
1982 and others as late as 2001. 

There was much dissecting of the case in its aftermath by psychologists, including Lacan, who 
believed that the Papin sisters had suffered from folie a deux, a shared paranoid psychosis, the 
symptoms of which included hearing voices and a sense of persecution and a capability for inciting 
violence in perceived self-defense against imagined threats, as well as inappropriate expression of 
sexuality. Those afflicted with paranoia will often focus on a mother figure as a persecutor, and in 
this case the persecutor went from being their own mother to being Madame Lancelin. In such 
cases, one half of the pair will often dominate the other as Christine dominated Lea. Paranoid 
schizophrenia can be difficult to diagnose as the paranoid person can appear quite normal which is 
how the sisters would have likely come across to the prosecution at their trial. 

One similar folie a deux case is the Parker-Hulme murder which took place in New Zealand in 1954, 
upon which the film Heavenly Creatures was based. 

Further Resources 

The Papin sisters' crime continues to hold a macabre fascination for many, including writers and 
filmmakers. Some popular works inspired and informed by the Papin sisters' case that are available 
in English include: 

A Judgment in Stone - a novel by Ruth Rendell 
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Sister, My Sister- a film by Nancy Meckler 

and Murderous Maids - a film by Jean-Pierre Denis 
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World's rarest passport is so exclusive there are only three in 
existence 

ByZahra Mulroy 17:51, 11 JUN 2017 Updated 19:51, 11 JUN 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


All other members of this ancient medieval order have to use the passports issued by their own 
countries 



It's thought the measure of a passport's power 
is the number of countries it allows its holder 
to travel to without applying for a visa. 

Based on this, German passports - held by 
millions - have the most clout, allowing their 
citizens to go to a total of 176 countries out of 
218, visa-free 

While millions don't hold a passport for the 
Sovereign Military Order of Malta, it is 
precisely their rarity which makes them so 
special. 


Only three are issued at any one time. 

These go to the three highest officers in the Catholic order: the grand master, deputy grand master, 
and chancellor. 

So what is the medieval order? 

Its full name reads the 'Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem of Rhodes 
and of Malta.' 

It originated as the Crusader Knights Hospitaller in 
1099, reports Business Insider. 

Every other officer of the order have to use the 
passports issued by their home countries. 

Interestingly, the military sovereign doesn't have 
any of its own land. 

It lost the island of Malta in 1800 and since then 
it's "land" has comprised of two extraterritorial 
properties in Rome, from where it issues its own 
postage stamps, currency, and passports. 

Nowadays, the order operates as a medical charity which provides medical assistant and relief all 
over the world. 

It's believed to count 13,500 knights, dames, and chaplains along with 80,000 permanent volunteers 
and 25,000 employees among its members. 
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While the UK accepts hundreds of passports, 
the order's is not one of them sadly. 
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He was three times nominated for 
the Nobel Prize for Literature, an 
accomplished bodybuilder, a 
trained soldier, an expert 
swordsman, a model, an actor, a 
singer. Any one of these 
achievements is impressive, two 
or three exceptional, all of them 
taken together is evidence of near 
superhuman willpower, an 
Ubermensch towering above us 
ordinary mortals. 


But then Yukio Mishima had a 
darker side: tormented in his 


youth by a disturbed grandmother with aristocratic pretensions, shamed by his overbearing father into hiding his 
early work, possibly closeted or bisexual, partly the model of Japan’s westernised post-war generation - and on 
a deeper level, a throwback to its imperial past. The guy was complicated. 

Born in Tokyo in 1925, Kimitake Hiraoka (Yukio Mishima is a pen-name) was the child of upper middle-class 
parents, who a hundred years ago would have served feudal lords, but who now found themselves serving a 
unified, modern nation as government bureaucrats. Almost as soon as he was born, he was snatched away by 
his grandmother, Natsu, the granddaughter of a Daimyo (a powerful feudal lord) and wife of a wealthy 
government offical. Natsu was prone to outbursts of violence and melancholy, and enforced a strict regime on 
the infant Yukio’s life, only allowing his mother to see him at appointed times for timed breastfeeding sessions. 
The company of other boys, sports and even sunlight was off limits, so Yukio would spend his days playing with 
his female cousins’ dolls. 

When he was older and his grandmother’s grip on his life loosened, it was replaced with his father’s 
overwhelming concern that Yukio wasn’t ‘masculine’ enough, and the prime evidence of this was his son’s 
writing (apparently Hiraoka senior had never heard of Hemingway, Mailer or any of the other literary tough-guys 
who combined a love for the written word with scotch and fistfights). Despite his father’s interference, Yukio was 
getting good, and soon his short stories were appearing in prestigious literary magazines. One early story, 
1946’s The Cigarette,’ describes the shame he felt and the bullying he endured when he ‘came out’ to his 
friends in his school’s Rugby club about his membership in the school’s literary society. 

His first novel, 1949’s Confessions of a Mask, was an explosive hit upon its release. The novel was loosely 
autobiographical: it’s narrator, like Yukio, was a sickly child, small and physically frail, but a deep admirer of 
masculine strength and beauty. The narrator is also secretly gay, and in right-wing pre-war Japan, that’s 
practically a death sentence. Speculation about Yukio’s sexuality followed him throughout his life, and has never 
been satisfactorily answered: he was married and had children, but also frequented gay bars (perhaps for 
research into his often homosexual characters) and was often photographed in homoerotic poses, bare-chested 
and oiled, stripped down to a loincloth or as Saint Sebastian, an early Christian matyr shot through with arrows 
who has become something of a gay icon over the years (and maybe always was.) It’s definitely the case that 
he had a long-term affair with another award-winning writer, Jiro Fukushima, who first visited Yukio to ask where 
to find the gay bar described in his novel Forbidden Colors. 

Over the next twenty years, Yukio would write 34 novels, 50 plays, 25 books of short stories, and at least 35 
books of essays, all the while also posing for photographs, starring in films and living the life of his country’s 
foremost literary figure. His politics had always skewed to the right, but it was a conservatism rooted in his 
country’s past instead of a push towards a western-style future or the emulation of European fascism and 
nationalism that had driven his country to war. Bushido, the Samurai code of honor, figured prominently for him. 
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For Yukio, embracing Bushido meant rejecting the 
industrialized militarism that had began in the Meiji 
period (1867) - to his critics he was a right wing 
loon, no better than those driving around Tokyo in 
speaker-equipped vans delivering sermons on lost 
honor and traditional values. The figure of the 
emperor also loomed large over his nationalistic 
thought, though he denounced Emperor Hirohito 
for, of all things, declaring that he wasn’t a demi¬ 
god after Japan’s defeat in World War II. In 
Japanese tradition, the emperors are descended 
from Amaterasu, goddess of the sun. Few, if any, 
Japanese citizens, including the emperor himself, 
really believed this, but for Yukio the statement 
was a betrayal of the men who had fought for a 
‘living god.’ He declared that Hirohito should have 
abdicated when the war was lost, which enraged more mainstream right-wingers. 

After years of seeing his right wing beliefs almost eclipse his literary achievements, Yukio decided to take action. 
He enlisted in the Ground Self Defense Force and underwent basic military training; then, a year later in 1968, 
formed a group that called itself the Tatenokai - the shield society. He recruited close to a hundred young men, 
mostly college students, and began training them in karate and military tactics (they were allowed to train 
alongside the Ground Self Defense Force). Ostensibly, they were a volunteer militia who would protect the 
emperor in the case of a left-wing revolt, but two years after they were formed, their true purpose became 
known. 

On November 25, 1970, Yukio and three members of the Tatenokai bluffed their way into the Tokyo 
headquarters of Japan’s self-defense forces. Once there, they took a high-ranking official hostage and 
barricaded themselves in an office. Wearing a homemade uniform, Yukio Mishima stepped out onto a balcony 
overlooking a field where soldiers were training and began to give a speech. This was his big moment - all his 
fame and achievement was nothing compared to what he was about to do on that balcony. He was going to 
change Japan, the world even, and restore the honour it had been losing since the ‘black ships’ of the first 
European traders arrived. 

He was laughed off the balcony shortly after his speech had begun. Ashamed, he retreated back into the office 
and knelt on the floor, drawing his tanto - a short dagger. 



Seppuku, often called ‘hari-kari’ in the west, 
is an excruciating way to die, even when 
done correctly. Though far too many 
western-made films depict it as a disgraced 
samurai simply impaling himself on his sword 
(and dying instantly), the correct way is to 
plunge the twenty-five centimeter long blade 
into one’s abdomen and begin cutting from 
right to left, with the aim of spilling one’s 
intestines. At a specified point another 
samurai, called the kaishakunin, will cut your 
head off - if they do it right, a sliver of flesh 
on the neck will remain so that the head can 
hang in front of the body. 

The Tatenokai members accompanying 
Yukio didn’t exactly get his, or their own, seppuku right. Yukio did his part, cutting his stomach open, but his 
kaishakunin, Masakatsu Morita, failed to decapitate his leader after several attempts and passed his sword to 
another Tatenokai member, Hiroyasu Koga, who finished the job. Yukio would have been alive until the final 
blow. Morita stabbed himself in the stomach, and again, Koga, a skilled Kendo practitioner, stepped in to do his 
duty. It is rumoured that he now lives as a Shinto priest on the island of Shikoku. 



yukio mishima 2 
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It’s unclear whether his coup attempt was merely a pretext for a nobler suicide than he could have achieved at 
home with pills and vodka. It’s clear that the world lost a monumental talent: in the moments before his death, 
he composed a jisei, a death poem: 

“A small night storm blows 

Saying ‘falling is the essence of a flower’ 

Preceding those who hesitate” 

Gareth Watkins 
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Memorial Day thieves steal 30,000 condoms 


cnbc.com 


• A pair of thieves in Las Vegas broke into a Lelo warehouse Friday night, escaping with 
tens of thousands of condoms. 

• The next morning, two men presumed to be the same thieves broke in and stole more 
than $10,000 worth of sex toys. 

• Lelo's products can be found in mainstream stores like Brookstone, and its approach to 
making premium-priced adult novelties is part of the reason the industry has seen sales surge 
over the past 10 years. 

Chris Morris | @MorrisatLarge 
Tuesday, 30 May 2017 | 2:34 PM ET 



A pair of thieves in Las Vegas 
seemingly had some big plans for 
the holiday weekend, breaking into 
a warehouse twice — and escaping 
with tens of thousands of condoms 
and over $10,000 worth of sex toys. 

The two-part heist began Friday 
evening. Lelo, the sex toy company 
that was the victim of the robbery, 
had closed its warehouse early for 
the long weekend, leaving it empty. 


At about 7:45 p.m., the security cameras captured two men entering through a back gate and 
walking away with two shipping boxes filled with the company's Lelo Hex condoms. Each box, says 
the company, contained 15,120 individually wrapped condoms. 


That must not have been quite enough, though, as the thieves then returned to grab a few more 36- 
packs of the condoms before leaving. (The retail value of the heist is difficult to determine because 
the condoms were individually wrapped, but a 36-pack normally retails for $35.) 


"The dumbest part of this?" the company posited in a harshly worded blog post detailing the 
robbery. "In a few days, we're about to give away thousands of Hex condoms for free anyway. They 
could have just waited and asked for them like everyone else." 


It gets weirder. 

The following day, May 27, at 10:30 a.m., a rental car rammed through the loading dock of the 
warehouse, and a man grabbed three large boxes of sex toys and threw them into the back of the 
car before running to the passenger side of the vehicle. (It's unclear if it was the same duo as the 
previous night, but the company is operating under the assumption it was.) 

Among the items taken? A box of 33 prostate massagers and 48 Kegel exercising aids. (The 
contents of the third box were not disclosed.) 

In both instances, Las Vegas police arrived after the thieves had left the premises. 
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Lelo is asking for the public's help in identifying the criminals and in finding its stolen property, but it 
has also acknowledged the ridiculous nature of the crime. 

"What kind of party are these people having?" it asked in its blog post, tongue firmly in cheek. "We 
could have done the sponsorship or something. A friggin' invite might have been nice." 

Lelo's U.S. president, Pavle Sedic, in a more serious note, called the raids "shocking," but said the 
difficulty in getting additional security around the Memorial Day holiday was likely a factor in the act. 

Officials at the Las Vegas Police Department confirmed to CNBC that two burglary reports were 
taken at the warehouse on the dates the company said the incidents took place. The cases remain 
under investigation. 

Lelo is one of the sex toy industry's higher-end manufacturers. Its products can be found in 
mainstream retail stores like Brookstone, and its approach to making premium-priced adult novelties 
with higher-quality materials is part of the reason the industry has seen sales surge over the past 10 
years. 
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(KRON) 

SANTA CLARA (KRON) — It is an 
only in Silicon Valley kind of story, as 
police say high-tech thieves were 
caught stealing thousands of dollars 
worth of GPS tracking devices from 
a Santa Clara tech company. 

“These devices kind of look like cell 
phone chargers, so they probably 
thought they had some kind of street 
value,” Roambee Corporation Co- 

Subramanian is talking about the hundred or so GPS tracking devices that were stolen recently from 
the company’s Dela Cruz Avenue labs. 

“The moment we realized they had a box of trackers, we went into recovery mode,” Subramanian 
said. “We notified the police and equipped them to track the devices, and in about 5 or 6 hours, it 
was done.” 

Before making off with about $18,000 worth of the devices, the thieves grabbed a beer out of the 
fridge and cut themselves in the process, leaving fingerprints and blood evidence. 

But it wasn’t long before the police were using Roambee’s software to locate the devices and the 
thieves. 

“We were able to pinpoint the location of these trackers to a warehouse in Union City and two of the 
devices had gone mobile, and the thieves were driving around with them in the East Bay,” 
Subramanian said. 

The two men were arrested in Alameda. The storage locker was found to contain drugs and other 
stolen property. 

Usually, the Roambee devices are used to track the shipment of bananas and other products 
worldwide, not criminals. 

But the publicity may be good for business. 

“What this has done is show our customers that our product not only works, but it goes into full 
recovery mode where we can actually show the end result for a roaming perspective,” Subramanian 
said. “It was picture perfect. This is what we’ve been gearing up to do, and we were ready for it and 
we executed.” 

It doesn’t end there. Police say the two suspects may be tied to other crimes. 


KRONPublished: June 7, 2017, 9:06 pm 



Founder Vidya Subramanian. 
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There was lots of stolen property in that storage locker, including a photo album that had 
irreplaceable images from World War II that was taken in a recent burglary in Saratoga. 

The owner was thrilled to get them back. 


NBC4i.com 
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The Thieves Who Steal Sunken Warships, Right Down to the 
Bolts 

By: Martin Fritz Huber OUtsideonline.COITl 

The divers had not drifted. Their anchor had held. And they were in precisely the right place. The 
ship, on the other hand, was not. Illustration: Nicole Rifkin 

How could someone (or many someones) steal a single multi-ton ship—let alone three or 
four—without leaving a trace? 

Last November, a team of international divers departed the Indonesian island of Java on a mission 
to survey sunken World War II warships. The Danish government had tasked them to assess the 
condition of two particular Dutch vessels, the Hr. Ms. Java and Hr. Ms. De Ruyter, both sunk in 1942 
during the Battle of the Java Sea, not far from the remote island of Bawean. 

Conditions there are notoriously dangerous: Seemingly endless schools of stinging jellyfish and 
currents capable of sweeping away even a master diver. Those same currents also kill visibility 
underwater, limiting it to as little as an arm’s length. Ocean depths in this area can be more than 200 
feet, so the dive team knew they’d have to get pretty far down to see any sign of the ships. But as 
they descended deeper and deeper, the ships remained elusive. 

In moments like that, a good diver can’t help but run through a quick mental checklist: Are we using 
the right coordinates? Did we properly set the anchor? Have we begun to drift? 

As the seafloor came into view, answers to a few of those questions became clear. The divers had 
not drifted. Their anchor had held. And they were in precisely the right place. The ship, on the other 
hand, was not. 

What these divers should have found was a 6,440-ton cruiser, complete with tower, turrets, and 
catapult—a ship long and large enough to launch a seaplane. Instead, they found only the 
impression of a hull on an empty seafloor. The vessel that had once lain there had first been 
discovered in 2001. It was surveyed a year later. Since then, recreational divers had visited. And 
sure, ocean currents can drag debris from a downed plane or even cause a renaissance galleon to 
resurface. But this was a massive steel ship. The only way it was going to go anywhere was if 
someone—or lots of someones—had moved it. 

The team’s search for other battle casualties in the area was no less haunting. HMAS Perch, a 300- 
foot-long Australian submarine, was gone. So were two British ships—the 329-foot HMS Encounter 
and the 574-foot Exeter. Another, the 329-foot HMS Electra, had been gutted. A huge section of the 
Kortenaer, another 322-foot Dutch warship, was also missing. Seven ships in all—either lost without 
a trace or grossly scavenged. An eighth, the USS Houston, was mostly intact, but it was clear 
pirates had begun gutting it as well. 

The very nature of these warships is what makes them both so difficult to remove from the ocean 
floor and so appealing to illegal salvagers ballsy enough to try. Consider this: The Perch, which was 
as long as a football field and 26 feet wide, displaced nearly 2,000 tons when submerged. The 
Encounter and Exeter belonged to a robust class of British destroyers that carried torpedoes, anti¬ 
aircraft weaponry, and a complement of about 150 sailors each. The De Ruyter was the largest of 
all, with a length of more than 560 feet. All now gone without a trace. 
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Whereas modern-day commercial ships are often designed to be as light as possible, warships are 
built painstakingly heavy: fuel costs aren’t a big issue if your budget is funded by Congress, and the 
threat of battle makes concerns like hydrodynamics an easy second to the survival of those on 
board. 

Legendary diver John Chatterton has been exploring these types of vessels for decades. He first 
made a name for himself as part of the team that discovered a German U-boat off the coast of New 
Jersey in 1991. Since then, Chatterton has dived on dozens of legendary wrecks and starred on the 
History Channel show Deep Sea Detectives. He says it’s the very construction of these behemoth 
ships that makes them so appealing to illegal salvagers. “When it comes to scrap, it’s all about the 
tonnage. If you went out to scrap a modern-day coastal freighter, you’re not going to find much to it. 
But a World War II riveted hull, you’re talking about lots and lots of structural steel.” 

Even in poor condition, gleaned steel fetches about $150 a ton in international markets. A recovered 
destroyer can easily result in a profit of $100,000—hardly a fortune by many standards, but a lot of 
money if you’re struggling to get by in a developing nation. 

There’s a ton more money to be had if you find ships built before the dawn of nuclear testing. Steel 
is made by melting iron at super-high temperatures and infusing it with carbon. To make sure those 
carbon levels don’t get too high, steelmakers blow oxygen into the mix, along with ambient 
atmospheric particulates. That includes radiation. Natural elements like radon create low-level 
natural radioactivity. We increased those levels exponentially when countries like the United States 
and Russia began nuclear testing in the mid-1940s. France, England, and China jumped on the 
bomb bandwagon a few years later. And with each detonation, radioactivity levels in our atmosphere 
increased. That meant each time steelmakers were blowing oxygen into new steel, they were also 
blowing nuclear particulates into it. 

That’s not true for the steel used to fabricate pre-1942 vessels, which is virtually radiation-free. And 
its clean status makes this metal particularly valuable for some technical applications of nuclear 
medicine and, more commonly, the development of nuclear energy and weapons. 

No one knows where—or to whom—the steel from these illegally salvaged ships is being sold. 
Survivors and descendants of the Houston say they don’t really care. Last month marked the 75th 
anniversary of the ship’s sinking, and they’d planned to commemorate the event with celebrations 
and quiet remembrance. Instead, they now find themselves pushing for strict new laws in an effort to 
save the ship and the remains of those who died aboard—even at the expense of continued dive 
access. Meanwhile, history buffs and amateur divers alike are blowing up online discussion boards 
with speculation: how could someone steal a single warship—let alone three or four—without 
leaving a trace? 


In a lot of ways, the Battle of the Java Sea set its own stage for an elaborate heist decades later. 
The United States, UK, Netherlands, and Australia—countries that previously had been reluctant to 
get involved in the Pacific war—formed an alliance in early 1942, known as ABDACOM (the 
American-British-Dutch-Australian Command), to see if they could defend against further Japanese 
encroachment by waging war against that country’s transport convoys. 

“At best, ABDACOM was a scratch team,” says Ron Spector, military historian and George 
Washington University professor of international affairs. The Allies’ defeat was all but certain, thanks 
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to a lack of tactical planning and 
coordination. “They didn’t even have 
a common signal book for 
communication.” 

That would quickly spell disaster for 
the fleet. 

On February 27, 1942, the 
ABDACOM contingent—14 vessels 
in all, and hailing from all four of the 
coalition countries—encountered a 
transport group of 18 Japanese 
ships. Intense fighting broke out, 
and, in less than an hour, the Japanese managed to sink the Kortenaer and disable the Exeter. By 
midnight, only the Houston and Perth remained. Two days later, they too were sunk as they 
retreated through the Sunda Strait. In total, the Allies lost ten ships and an estimated 2,100 sailors 
over that three-day period. 

“By the end of the battle, the score was pretty clear,” says Spector. “It was Japan 100, Allies 0.” 

The ten sunken vessels—now a kind of mass burial ground—lay in a few compact groups. Three 
ships were tightly clustered north-northwest of Bawean, four lay to the island’s southwest, and the 
Houston and Perth rested just shy of the straits. In time, those ships became habitats for a whole 
host of organisms ranging from coral, sponges, and anemones to coveted reef fish and whale 
sharks. 

That’s not uncommon. Sunken ships make great artificial reefs; in fact, we’ve long scuttled them for 
that exact purpose. Fishermen know these artificial reefs make for a consistently great catch, so for 
a long time, only the local fishing community knew the location of some Java wrecks due to limits in 
diving technology. That changed dramatically about 20 years ago, when recreational diving began to 
grow in popularity. 

Australian salvage diver Kevin Denlay has been at the center of that community for years. He began 
diving World War II wrecks in the early 1990s. It was an exciting time for the sport: The so-called 
technical diving revolution had just begun, and divers were experimenting with combinations of 
breathable gases like helium that would allow them to go much deeper much longer. That 
technology opened up previously undived wrecks in places like Guadalcanal, where dozens of WWII 
ships had sunk. Denlay’s team was on the forefront of surveying several vessels there. After they 
had explored all of the diveable wrecks—about 20 in total—Denlay set his sights on the Java Sea. 

The wrecks there are about 150 to 200 feet down, and Denlay knew they came with the threat of 
decompression sickness. Currents could easily sweep his team out of view of their support boat. 
Poor underwater visibility there was the norm. 

Despite the challenges, Denlay says their work was mostly marked by tedium—long hours aboard 
their dive vessel, MV Empress, running transects in search of the sunken warships. 

They found the first of the Java Sea wrecks in 2002. It took the group another six years of searching 
to find the last of the eight unaccounted-for Allied warships. Denlay says the Empress’ captain was 



The USS Huston in 1935, with President Roosevelt onboard. 
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the only person who knew the exact GPS coordinates for the vessels, and that he only told the 
respective navies they belonged to. Still, word somehow got out. As information about the wreck 
discoveries began to spread throughout the international community, a tiny cottage industry of 
tourist dives grew. But on account of the conditions there, it never took off to the point that the ships 
had regular visitors. 

Sunken warships remain the property of their country of origin regardless of where they are found. 
Laws regarding their stewardship vary a little from nation to nation, but in general, the ships—and 
everything on or in them—belong to that country’s navy. There are even more specific rules, both 
stated and understood, for vessels containing human remains. It’s a code of conduct among divers: 
Let deceased sailors rest undisturbed. 

Denlay says that, for the most part, initial divers in the early 2000s were respectful. Still, valuable 
parts of the ships began to disappear over the next 15 years: brass fixtures and portholes, a gun 
shell, sometimes even a ship’s bell. In 2016, one well-meaning sport diver found a trumpet aboard 
the USS Houston and brought it to the surface, thinking an organization of survivors and 
descendants might want it. (They didn’t—and promptly referred the diver to the U.S. Navy.) 

But even for all this disturbance, the vessels and the lost souls they carried remained mostly intact. 
Until they disappeared altogether. 


Asian waters have played host to illegal salvage operations for years, particularly in places like the 
South China Sea, where resources are few and policing the open ocean is difficult. Professional 
divers like Denlay do what they can to scare them off, but they aren’t at any one site regularly 
enough to make a difference. And there isn’t much protection for the wrecks otherwise. And there’s 
plenty of reason for scavengers to risk it: A single brass steering station can go for $5,000 or more 
on the internet. The thousands of pounds of bronze used to make a warship’s propeller can earn 
about $500,000 in the scrap market. Factor in the fact that a single ship might have two or more 
propellers, and you’re talking about a significant amount of cash. 

For the most part, this kind of theft tends to be a low-tech job. Salvagers pose as fishermen aboard 
ramshackle boats anchored at the site, and then dive the wrecks for particular parts. Sometimes, 
they’re audacious enough to arrive with a barge and crane and bring up heavier pieces. They make 
off with valuable parts first, like those made of brass and copper. But even as salvagers move on to 
less valuable things like aluminum shafts, they’ll leave plenty of debris in their wake—fasteners, 
broken metal plating, and of course, the hulls of the ships themselves. 

That’s a huge part of what is so mysterious about these Java sea wrecks: Not a single bolt remains. 
Highly unusual, even for skilled and ambitious salvagers. 

Last month, Malaysian officials revoked salvage rights from a local university, where researchers 
had contracted with a Chinese company to take samples for a study on toxic seepage. However, 
when maritime authorities conducted a routine inspection of the Chinese vessel, they also 
discovered pilfered remains of Japanese warships. Could a similar operation have posed as legit in 
the Java Sea? 

Maybe, agrees Chatterton and Denlay. However, scavengers there would have needed a lot more 
than just a research vessel to pull off the resulting heist. 
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Both divers postulate that the thieves would have needed a large barge with a massive crane 
attached to either an industrial magnet or, more likely, a big claw kind of like the one used to grab 
stuffed animals in a cheap bowling-alley arcade game. Just how big a magnet or claw? Neither 
Chatterton or Denlay could guess. But they agree that even the biggest known ones couldn’t come 
close to pulling up a whole ship. Probably, then, the salvagers would have either placed explosives 
around the wrecks or used a multiton wrecking ball, just like one you might see tearing down an 
inner-city building. 

Either technique would have taken a lot of time and created a lot of detritus. Denlay says he can’t 
figure out why no one reported such a massive undertaking. Or why there appears to be nothing left 
on the ocean floor. “In my experience in Asian waters, that’s very unusual. Usually, at least a 
skeleton of sorts is left. In this instance, all that appears to be left is a big imprint where a wreck 
once was. That’s what is so surprising.” 

It’s not clear who is buying all this scrap or even whether the buyers know the metal has been 
illegally gleaned. Chatterton doubts that matters in regional markets. “Nobody’s going to give a shit,” 
he says. “They’re going to take it and melt it down, and no one’s going to be wiser. Steel is steel.” 

The sheer totality of these thefts has had real ripple effects in Indonesian communities. In taking 
away the wrecks, the illegal salvagers have also taken away the fisheries of the area. They’ve also 
put a big dent in the region’s underwater tourism industry. “It has basically put an end to historical 
wreck diving in the Java Sea, as the warship wrecks that have been salvaged were the main 
attraction there,” says Denlay. He hopes news of these thefts will result in much tighter controls both 
on preserving remaining wrecks and the sale of salvaged scrap metal globally. 

“But it’s too late for that now in the Java Sea, at least,” says Denlay. “That bird has well and truly 
flown.” 

Not everyone agrees. 



For years now, John Schwarz has 
been an advocate for the sailors 
who served aboard the USS 
Houston. It staffed a crew of 1,008 
the night it went down. Schwarz’s 
father, Otto, was one of only about 
300 who survived the sinking. He 
and others were held captive in a 
series of Japanese prison and work 
camps before eventually being 
liberated in Saigon. Years later, Otto 
founded the USS Houston Survivors 
Association, for which John now 
serves as executive director. These 
days, the younger Schwarz spends at least as much time worrying about the sunken vessel as he 
does the handful of remaining sailors. 


The USS Houston as seen during a survey dive in 2015, before its 
disappearance. Photo: Arthurgwain L. Marquez/U.S. Navy 


As early as 2014, naval surveys revealed “unauthorized and systematic disturbance,” including the 
theft of metal plating and rivets, along with “associated artifacts” on the Houston. Last month, the 
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U.S. Navy’s History and Heritage Command finished reviewing a more recent survey of the vessel 
conducted by the Australian government. In general, it concluded, the rest of the hull remains intact. 
But everyone agrees it’s likely the next target for steel pirates. The question now is whether 
anything can be done to save it. 

A spokesperson for the U.S. embassy in Indonesia told me that they have been working in 
partnership with the Indonesian government “for several years” to protect and preserve what 
remains of the Houston. When pressed, he said he could not elaborate on the nature of that work. 
Meanwhile, the head of Indonesia’s National Archeological Center told the Guardian that his country 
can’t be held responsible for the safekeeping of remaining warships. Indonesia’s navy 
spokesperson took that stance one step further and told a French news agency that the countries 
involved need to guard their own wrecks. The Indonesian navy is one of the largest in the South 
Pacific, but with just 150 vessels, it’s spread pretty thin over the country’s 54,716 miles of coastline, 
which is second only to Canada in terms of total length. 

John Schwarz wants a better answer than that. He worries that the salvage lobby has stymied any 
U.S. efforts to protect the vessel and that diplomatic ties are further complicating matters. He says 
he’d love to see regular patrols of the vessels by an international coalition. In the meantime, he 
believes the only way to save the USS Houston is to prevent any access to it whatsoever—including 
recreational dives. 

There are some precedents for such measures. The iconic USS Arizona, sunk during the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, is not open to the diving public. Neither is the Edmund Fitzgerald, which the Canadian 
government closed to all divers in 2006, after a coffee-table book of the wreck purportedly included 
an image of human remains. 

A few years ago, Chatterton and his team planned to dive USS-09, a WWI-era sub that sank 
mysteriously in 1941, killing all 33 crewmen. They canceled their plans when the captain’s surviving 
daughter got word. “She didn’t want anyone diving the wreck,” says Chatterton. “It’s not illegal, but 
do you want to do something expressly against the wishes of family members?” For him, the answer 
is almost always no. But he knows not every diver is going to answer the same way. “The ethics of it 
all is really gray,” he says. “You can abide by the laws and still end up hurting someone’s feelings.” 

Officially, the U.S. Navy’s position on wreck diving is defined by the Sunken Military Craft Act of 
2004. It prohibits unauthorized actions that disturb, injure, or remove sunken military craft. What 
constitutes a disturbance is another gray area. 

Paul Taylor of the Navy’s History and Heritage Command says that, in general, the Navy embraces 
the kind of diving expeditions undertaken by both recreational and professional divers, including 
folks like Denlay and Chatterton. He calls them “stewards and effective ambassadors for the 
protection and preservation of underwater resources.” 

They and other teams have certainly located and identified wrecks that the Navy lacks resources to 
find on its own, often conducting risky dives and painstaking archival research at their own expense. 
And both men push hard against any prohibition on diving. If anything, they say, their presence 
deters illegal salvagers who need the cloak of secrecy and anonymity to pull off their heists. 

They also argue say that descendants of sailors, the USS Houston notwithstanding, have been 
largely appreciative of their work identifying last resting places. “We’re diving those wrecks so that 
we can put names on tombstones,” says Chatterton. He thinks disturbing the wreck can sometimes 
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be worth that. If bringing up artifacts from a ship are going to allow for that kind of closure, it seems 
a fair investment in closure. 

Denlay says he’s willing to take it further than that—maybe it’s time to for systematic disturbance of 
remaining vessels. 

“This wholesale salvage in the Java Sea has proven once and for all that bringing up selected items 
for museums would have been a whole lot better than having these historical sites comprehensively 
salvaged and their remains simply sold for scrap to be melted down and lost forever.” 
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The Thirsty Beaver isn't going anywhere 0:35 
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Dwarfed by apartments, The Thirsty Beaver is vowing to stay put 

BY ELY PORTILLO 

elyportillo@charlotteobserver.com 

Inside the Thirsty Beaver on Central Avenue, Pabst Blue Ribbon flows from cans and Merle Haggard flows from the jukebox, even as workers just a 
few feet away cocoon the building with a new five-story apartment development. 

The one-story dive bar in Plaza Midwood has been transformed into Charlotte’s own version of the house from “Up,” the Pixar movie about a 
curmudgeon who refuses to sell his house to developers. But unlike the main character from “Up,” the Thirsty Beaver’s owners have no plans to float 
their bar away with balloons, or relocate at all. 

“It’s our business, and what we’ve worked to do and try to make a successful place out of,” said Mark Wilson. He owns and runs the bar, which 
opened in 2008, with his brother Brian Wilson. “We don’t feel like going anywhere, I guess.” 

The Thirsty Beaver has always been a bit quirky - the red-eyed beaver painted on the side of the bright orange building should be a tip-off - but now 
it has become a symbol of neighborhood quirkiness that’s staying put in the face of new development. 

That wave of new development is transforming Central Avenue, Plaza Midwood and the surrounding neighborhoods, bringing 820 new apartments to 
a quarter-mile stretch of road in front of the Thirsty Beaver and hundreds more to other sites nearby. 

That’s sparked concerns about homogenization of Charlotte, with locally owned businesses bearing the brunt of new development. The Wilsons credit 
their landlord, George Salem, with deciding to keep the land that’s been in his family for about 70 years rather than sell. 

“We told him if he held onto it, we’d be there with him,” said Wilson. The brothers also own and operate the Tipsy Burro restaurant on Monroe 
Road, which opened last year. 


http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/business/biz-columns-blogs/development/article145620514.html?utnn_source=fark&utm_mediunn=website&utnn_conte... 1/6 


4/21/2017 


Thirsty Beaver in Plaza Midwood remains despite new apartment construction | Charlotte Observer 



Inside the Thirsty Beaver on Wednesday, with “Hee Haw” playing silently on a television overhead, a small crowd of regulars cracked affectionate 
jokes about the bar: Order whatever you want, you’ll get a Jack and Coke. The bar has a great wine list - red and white. And like the bar in “The 
Blues Brothers,” the place has an extra-wide music selection: Country and Western. 

“It has always been one of those places where you come in and leave your pretensions at the door,” said Bob Campbell, who lives nearby and has 
been dropping in since shortly after the bar opened. “There’s not too many places like that in town now.” 

Like the other customers, he worries about what’s happening to the neighborhood - new developments, new people and lots of changes. Although 
Campbell said he’s happy to see Charlotte grow, he wishes more of the new apartment buildings had ground-floor retail spaces to ensure the 
neighborhood businesses have somewhere to go. 

All things considered, the new apartment building hasn’t been that bad a disruption, Wilson said. Motorcycles can still park out front, the 
neighborhood regulars can walk like they usually do, and other people have figured out how to Uber or park in one of the nearby public lots. 

And the apartments aren’t the first business disruption the Thirsty Beaver has endured. In 2013, the previous owner of the then-vacant land around 
the bar unexpectedly put up chain-link fences around the building, hemming it in about as tightly as the apartments do now. Thirsty Beaver regulars 
responded by attaching signs (“Thank you for your support!” read one) and bras to the fence, and the bar stayed open. 

“You’re not going to push us around or force us out,” Mark Wilson said. 
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There have been other holdouts who declined to sell in the face of Charlotte development: The Wendy’s restaurant at the Metropolitan, and, most 
famously, a half-acre in front of Bank of America Stadium. The owner refused to sell the little parcel for more than a decade, surrounded by hedges, 
until 2013, when the city of Charlotte paid $550,000 for the sliver of land. 

But many other local businesses have closed recently in the face of new developments, especially when their landlords decide to sell. Tommy’s Pub, a 
former dive bar Central Avenue, the Chop Shop in NoDa, Phat Burrito in South End, Tremont Music Hall - all shuttered. Jackalope Jack’s in 
Elizabeth, American Beauty Garden Center and Fern just up the street from the Thirsty Beaver in Plaza Midwood, the Common Market in South End 
- all have moved to new homes as new development moved in. 

CW Development paid $8.5 million for the land around the Thirsty Beaver in 2015. The company is planning to open its new apartment building in 
the fourth quarter this year, said David Helfrich, the company’s CEO. 

“We’ve made several attempts through the entire development process to acquire that property,” said Helfrich, adding, “Very unsuccessfully.” 

The property’s owner, Salem, didn’t return messages from the Observer seeking more information about his ultimate plans. 

In 2013, Salem told the Observer he had no plans to sell: “it’s part of our family. We’ve had it all those years. I’d like to keep it.” 
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The Thirsty Beaver at 1225 Central Ave. in Charlotte has hung on through a disruptive construction project of new apartments that has literally turned it into Plaza Midwood’s 
version of the house from the movie “Up.” The business is owned by brothers Mark and Brian Wilson. 

Jeff Siner - jsiner@charlotteobserver.com 
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The Thirsty Beaver on Feb. 8,2015. The bar had plenty of open space around it then. The church in the background was demolished to make way for the new apartments that 
now surround the Thirsty Beaver. 

Robert Lahser - rlahser@charlotteobserver.com 


“It’s more of a legacy for him to hold on to that,” said Helfrich. He said the company could seek to acquire the property in the future, and it could be 
used as “green space” for a miniature park if they ever do. 

For now, though, as long as the Thirsty Beaver is there, Helfrich is philosophical. The bar might help attract tenants, he said: “You could call it an 
amenity.” 

Ely Portillo: 704-358-5041, (a)ESPortillo 



http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/business/biz-columns-blogs/development/article145620514.html?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&utm_conte... 5/6 




















































4/21/2017 


Thirsty Beaver in Plaza Midwood remains despite new apartment construction | Charlotte Observer 


The Thirsty Beaver at 1225 Central Ave. in Charlotte has hung on through a disruptive construction project of new apartments that has literally turned it into Plaza Midwood’s 
version of the house from the movie “Up.” The business is owned by brothers Mark and Brian Wilson. Jeff Siner - jsiner@charlotteobserver.com 

< i of 2 y 


SUGGESTED FOR YOU 

Q COMMENTS v 


/** This iframe allows Headlines Network 
to maintain one user cross-domain */ 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Digital Subscriptions 
Subscriber Services 
E-edition 
Newsletters 
RSS Feeds 

SITE INFORMATION 

Customer Service 
About Us 
Contact Us 
Photo Store 
News in Education 
Published Corrections 

SOCIAL, MOBILE & MORE 

Mobile & Apps 

Get News Apps 

Facebook 

Twitter 

YouTube 

Google+ 

ADVERTISING 

Information 
Place a Classified 
Local Deals 
Shopping 
CLT Digital 


http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/business/biz-columns-blogs/development/article145620514.html?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&utm_conte... 6/6 










4/12/2017 


Roy, come and get this goddamn cat” was the first ever in-flight radio transmission | Aviation Humor 


Please support the site 


aviationhumor.net 


CLEARING THE SKIES FOR AVIATORS AROUND THE WORLD! 


Home Fun Facts “Roy, come and get this goddamn cat” 
was the first ever in-flight... 

“Roy, come and get this goddamn cat” was the first 


ever in-flight radio transmission 


In 1910 airman Walter Wellman and five companions attempted to cross the Atlantic 
Ocean in the airship America. He was also accompanied by his cat Kiddo. 
Unfortunately once they were underway Kiddo decided he was not so fond of flying 
and started causing trouble by meowing, crying and running around ‘like a squirrel in 
a cage.’ The airship America was the first aircraft to be carry radio equipment and 
the first engineer, Melvin Vaniman, was so annoyed by the antics of Kiddo that he 
was moved to make the first in-flight radio transmission to a secretary back on land. 

The historic first message read:, “Roy, come and get this goddam cat!” 

A plan was formed to lower the cat in a canvas bag to motorboat beneath the airship. 
An attempt was made, but failed because the seas were too rough for the boat to 
catch the bag, so it was pulled back up again and Kiddo was forced to continue the 
journey. Luckily Kiddo became more comfortable and settled down to become an 
excellent flying companion. Navigator Murray Simon wrote that he was ‘more useful 
than any barometer.’ And that ‘You must never cross the Atlantic in an airship without 
a cat.’ He slept comfortably in a lifeboat and seemed to only become agitated when he sensed there was 
weather trouble ahead. 



kiddo-the-airship-cat 


Unfortunately the weather and other problems forced the crew to give up on the crossing before it was 
complete. They were forced to ditch the airship and all take to the lifeboat. The crew, including Kiddo, were later 
rescued by the steamship RMS Trent. Simon reminded the crew that it had been a good idea to bring a cat, as 
they have nine lives! 

Upon their return to New York Kiddo achieved celebrity status in a display in Gimbels Department store in a 
guilded cage with soft cushions. 

The airship America, although failing to complete the Atlantic crossing, had set several new records by staying 
aloft for almost 72 hours and traveling over 1000 miles. 

Kiddo retired from aviation to live with Walter Wellman’s daughter. 

© Copyright 2016 - AVIATION HUMOR 
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Thousands of pounds of lobster spill onto highway near Port Mouton 

2017/06/04 cbc.ca 


CBC ‘It was amazing how many lobster there were, there were parts that were 

CBcnews just carpeted ’ 


By David Burke, CBC News Posted: Jun 04, 2017 12:47 PM AT Last Updated: Jun 04, 2017 6:31 
PM AT 


A quick swerve to avoid a deer was 
all it took for a tractor trailer to spill 
hundreds of live lobster onto 
Highway 103 in Nova Scotia, said 
the RCMP. 

It happened early Saturday morning 
around 1:00 a.m., near Port Mouton 
on the province's south shore. 

The RCMP said the driver of the 
truck was taken to hospital as a 
precaution and was then released. 

Police have not released the name of the company trucking the lobster nor where the lobster was 
headed. 

It's also not clear exactly how many thousands of pounds of lobster were spilled. 

"It was amazing how many lobster there 
were, there were parts that were just 
carpeted down through the ditch, and I 
would have got there a good 12 hours 
after it happened," said Vicki Grant, who 
owns a cottage in nearby Port Joli. 

She was driving by the scene and 
stopped to find out what happened. 

Grant said people were in the ditch with 
garbage bags filling them up with lobster. 

"Some people had their kids further off in 
the ditch kind of scrambling around trying to get the good ones. It was quite a scene. The lobster 
looked, I mean they were good, fat, previously healthy looking lobster." 

"I mean I did have a moment where I was thinking I wonder if I shouldn't pick up a few," said Grant. 
But the strong smell coming off the lobster kept her from picking up any. 

The RCMP said reports that they allowed passersby to collect the lobster are false. 




http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scoti a/I obster-spi I l-transport-truck- port- m outon-1.4145474?utm_source=far k&utm_m edi um=websi te&utm_content= I i nk&l... 1/2 






6/6/2017 


Thousands of pounds of lobster spill onto highway near Port Mouton - Nova Scotia - CBC News 



By the time Grant passed by the area again 
around 6 o'clock Saturday night, all of the 
lobster had been cleared away. 

The road was closed for several hours while 
police investigated, it has since reopened. 

With files from Blair Sanderson 

CBC 

Radio-Canada 

©2017 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights 


reserved 


Visitez Radio-Canada.ca 
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Three tonne tyre suddenly explodes in the air and lands on car - completely flattening it - Mirror Online 


Over-inflated tyre explodes in the air and completely flattens car it 
lands on 

By Zoey McDougall 14:06, 1 MAY 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


Workers had been tasked with inflating the tyre but had forgotten about it - leaving it to over 
inflate, with explosive results 



<img class="video-thumbnail" 

src="http://brightcove01. brightcove.com/24/4221396001/201705/1212/422139600 
vs.jpg?publd=4221396001 "/> 


A huge tyre suddenly exploded into 
the air and landed on a car - leaving 
the vehicle completely flattened. 

The tyre blasted upwards after 
bungling workers at a depot started 
inflating it and forgot about it. 

As a result the three-tonne wheel 
became over inflated and exploded - 
demolishing a Toyota Corolla it 
landed on and writing off the vehicle. 

The incident took place in the 
Vakhrushev car depot in Kiselyovsk 
in south-central Russia. 



It is reported that employees of the 
car depot in charge of inflating the 
wheel got distracted. 

As a result of their mistake the huge 
three-tonne (6,614 lbs) wheel 
exploded from over-inflation and 
was catapulted into the air. 

After hitting a wall on its descent 
the giant wheel went on to demolish 
a Toyota Corolla car that was 
parked nearby. The car belonged to 
a female accountant of the car 
depot and was written off in the 
accident. 

None of the onlookers or people 
close to the accident site were 
injured. 

The incident was caught on CCTV 
and posted online. 


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/three-tonne-tyre-suddenly-explodes-10333725?ICID=ref_fark 


Aleksey P said: "Thank God, no 
one was in the car. I think it is 
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impossible to survive after being 
smashed like that." 

And Orlets added: "My oh my, this 
is one scary video." 

Anotin Kot’ said: "I really feel sorry 
for a dog that was on the left. It 
was rushing as fast as it could to 
escape from the scene." 

Industrial accidents cause 
hundreds of deaths and cost vast 
amounts of money every year in 
Russia. 
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Man arrested for living above a public toilet in Oita for three years | SoraNews24 


Man arrested for living above a public toilet in Oita for three 

years rocketnews24.com 


SoraNews24 

RocketNews24 Japanese 


Home is where the heart is. 

On 12 April, an electrician contracted by the 
municipal government of Usuki to service their 
public restrooms was startled when he saw a 
human-shaped shadow while installing a light. 
The contractor contacted the city which then 
sent some officials and police to the lavatory 
located in Usuki Park. 

They opened a 50-square-centimeter service 
hatch which allowed access to the wiring as 
well as a triangular attic above. Upon entering 
they found that the entire 92-square-meter (990-square-foot) crawlspace was surprisingly well- 
furnished with a space heater, gas stove, magazine, and various clothes. 

Although the attic was only large enough to stand up in the center, everything was surprisingly 
clean and well organized. And right there in the middle of it all was the public restroom’s resident, 
an unidentified upper-middle-aged man standing in front of them. 



V Later on, at Usuki Tsukumi Police Station 



After taking him into custody, they discovered the 
man to be 54-year-old Takashi Yamanouchi of Gifu 
Prefecture. Yamanouchi told police that he had left 
his home prefecture 10 years ago and drifted from 
place to place until making his way to Oita. 


Perhaps most baffling about this incident is that 
among all of Yamanouchi’s furnishings, his attic was also full of over 300 plastic bottles of both 
the two liter (half gallon) and 500 milliliter (17 ounces) variety all of which were neatly organized and 
full of his urine. 


He discovered the restroom attic when he saw 
another person go into it and ended up living there 
with the person for a time. The other resident had 
since left, but Yamanouchi had been continuing 
living there for the past three years. 


It is unclear whether he did that out of some sort of respect for his toilet home, or if it was cautious 
acts such as this that let him remain there undetected for so long. 
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In the end, no matter how careful Yamanouchi could have been, it was only a matter of time before 
he would have been found out. However, now faced with trespassing charges, the question remains 
how he will be dealt with. A fine would seem pointless and prison would probably be an 
improvement. 

Looks like it might be time to reconsider the old Edo era punishment of face tattooing. 

Source: Yahoo! Japan News, Mainichi Shimbun 
Top image: Wikipedia/Mass Ave 975 
Inset image: Wikipedia/ 
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Police in the Japanese capital Tokyo 
are urging operators to improve the 
safety standards of their popular 
fancy dress go-kart tours of the city. 

The sight of convoys of go-karts 
snaking through Tokyo's streets, 
their drivers wearing outfits based 
on the cult Super Mario Kart video 
games, is becoming increasingly 
common the Japan Times reports, 
but this has corresponded with an 
increase in accidents. 

The city's Metropolitan Police Department says there have been 12 go-kart-related incidents in the 
past two months, with foreign tourists involved in ten of them. One accident involved a South 
Korean woman crashing into a police box after failing to negotiate a turn. Police are also concerned 
at the number of go-karters using their phones at the wheel, which is illegal in Japan. 

In response to the risk posed by these low-visibility vehicles with relatively nippy 50cc engines, the 
police department has urged the five operating companies to issue helmets and protective gear, and 
to brief riders about local traffic laws. 

Drivers pay up to 8,00 yen ($72; £55) for a two-hour tour on Tokyo's streets, and still need a valid 
driver's licence to get behind the wheel. The go-karts are classed as mopeds according to Japanese 
traffic laws, this means they have turn signals and lights, but there's no need for seatbelts. 



Tour drivers are encouraged to dress up as game characters 
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Man who mowed lawn with tornado behind him says he 'was keeping an eye on it.' 


Man who mowed lawn with tornado behind him says he 'was keeping an eye 

on it.' timescolonist.com 


Theunis Wessels mows his lawn at his home in Three Hills, Alta., as a tornado is 
seen in the background on Friday, June 2, 2017. Cecilia Wessels snapped the 
picture of her husband, Theunis as the twister passed near their home in Three 
Hills. THE CANADIAN PRESS/HO, Cecilia Wessels, mandatory credit 

THREE HILLS, Alta. — A photo of a man in Alberta mowing a lawn with a tornado 
swirling behind him has been causing a storm on social media. 

Cecilia Wessels snapped the picture of her husband, Theunis, on Friday evening 
as the twister passed near their home in Three Hills. 

She said cutting the grass was on her husband's to-do list, and as he started the 
task, she went for a nap. 

Wessels said she was woken by her nine-year-old daughter who was upset that 
there was something like a tornado in the sky, but her father wouldn't come 

inside. 

Theunis Wessels said the tornado was actually much further away than it appears in the photo, and that it was 
moving away from them. 

There have been no reports of injuries from the tornado, although some other photos show downed trees and a 
barn with its roof ripped off. 

"I literally took the picture to show my mum and dad in South Africa, 'Look there's a tornado,' and now everyone 
is like, 'Why is your husband mowing the lawn?’” Cecilia Wessels said Saturday. 

"Our whole street, everyone was on their back patios taking pictures," she said. 

Theunis Wessels said he was keeping watch of his surroundings and saw the twister form as the swirling 
connected from the sky and the ground to form the funnel. 

Both said tornadoes are not common in South Africa, but Theunis said he watched a TV program about storm 
chasers, so he's familiar with them. 

The tornado moved away to the east, he said. 

"It looks much closer if you look in the photo, but it was really far away. Well, not really far, far away, but it was 
far away from us," he said. 

"I was keeping an eye on it." 
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Trident bubble car goes to auction for £80,000 | Daily Mail Online 


Trident bubble car goes to auction for £80,000 


dailymail.co.uk 


^ Mini? No, Trident: The dinky 'flying saucer' bubble 
IIMLl I car that's 3ft wide... and going to auction for a huge 

mi £80,000 

.com . p ee | 7,-jdent microcar is one of only 45 made by 
Isle of Man firm Peel Engineering Company over 2-year period 

• At 6ft 1 in long and 3ft 3in wide, it's easy to park - and there are no doors; users 
must lift the dome up to get in 

• The two-seater’s 49cc, 4.2 horsepower engine gives it a top speed of only 38mph 

• Top Gear presenter James May described it as 'something out of The Jetsons' in a 
2007 episode of BBC show 

By Daily Mail Reporter 

It's one of the few cars to make a Reliant Robin seem roomy. And to anyone not old enough to 
remember the bubble car craze of the 1960s, it may look like the failed prototype for a flying saucer. 

But this Peel Trident microcar is expected to fetch £80,000 at auction. 

As one of only 45 made by Isle of Man firm Peel Engineering Company over a two-year period, the 
1965 three-wheeler is a collector’s item. 

Scroll down for video 




This Peel Trident microcar is expected to 
fetch £80,000 at auction in Monterey, 
California 



As one of only 
45 made by 
Isle of Man 
firm Peel 
Engineering 
Company 
over a two- 
year period, 
the 1965 
three-wheeler 
is a collector’s 
item 


The two-seater’s 49cc, 4.2 horsepower engine gives it a top speed of only 38mph 


At 6ft 1 in long and 3ft 3in wide, it is a doddle to park - and there are no doors. Users must lift the 
dome up to get in. 


Prospective buyers will not be attracted by the two-seater’s performance, as its 49cc, 4.2 
horsepower engine gives it a top speed of only 38mph. 
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• Stunning 
£10M yacht- 
inspired Rolls- 
Royce Sweptail 
sails into... Not so 
smug now! 
Millionaire who 
parked his 
£200,000 Ferrari... 
Mystery brunette 
woman is caught 
climbing on the 
bonnet of a... 


The Trident will be sold in Monterey, California, on August 18 by its US owner, who bought it in 
2014. 


The dinky car may not be able to take to the skies, but its most identifiable feature is a glass bubble 
shell, much like George Jetson's 'aerocar' from the cartoon series. 

Peel Trident: 1965 microcar that looks similar to The Jetsons' car 



At 6ft 1 in long and 3ft 3in wide, it is a 
doddle to park - and there are no 
doors. Users must lift the dome up to 
get in 


Top Gear presenter James May 
described the Trident as 'something 
out of The Jetsons' in a 2007 episode 
of the BBC motoring show 


The resemblance wasn't lost on Top 
Gear presenter James May, who 
described it as 'something out of The 
Jetsons' in a 2007 episode of the BBC 
motoring show. 


The Trident was the successor to the famous 
Peel P50, which still holds the Guinness World 
Record as the smallest production car ever 
made. 


Top Gear fans may remember watching 
Jeremy Clarkson drive a P50 around the BBC 
offices in the same episode of Top Gear that 
May referenced the Trident. 


Upon release, the Trident was optimistically 

advertised as having 'saloon car comfort with scooter cost' and, because of its futuristic design, 
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attached with the slogan 'your transport of tomorrow - today'. 

As production numbers would indicate, the Trident was not a success and the car was named in 
Time magazine's list of the 50 Worst Cars Ever. 


Upon release, the Trident was optimistically 
advertised as having 'saloon car comfort with 
scooter cost' and, because of its futuristic 
design, attached with the slogan 'your 
transport of tomorrow - today' 


Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd 

Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & 
Metro Media Group 

© Associated Newspapers Ltd 
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Police: Truck carrying 40,000 pounds of bananas rolls over 

June 4 ,2017 greenwichtime.com 


Sunday, June 4 

CLINTON, Conn. (AP) — Connecticut State Police say a tractor-trailer carrying 40,000 pounds of 
bananas rolled over onto its side on Interstate 95. 

Police say the driver suffered minor injuries when the truck crashed on Saturday morning in Clinton. 

Police say the crash near Exit 62 had blocked all travel lanes of the highway. The roadway has 
since reopened. 

It's unclear what led up to the crash. Police say the bananas weren't damaged when the truck rolled 
over. 

Hearst Newspapers © Copyright 2017 Hearst Media Services Connecticut, LLC 
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NEWS 

UFO expert accuses co-author of 'deceiving' him with account of sighting during 
infamous Rendlesham Forest incident 


Peter Robbins has sparked a war of words after revealing he now believes that former US airman Larry Warren's account of the incident near RAF 
Bentwaters, Suffolk, in 1980, was "not true" 


BYJOHN JEFFAY 

13:15, 30 MAY 2017 



Peter Robbins has accused Larry Warren of 'deceiving' him (Photo: Facebook/Peter Robbins) 


A UFO expert has become embroiled in a bitter feud with his co-author and one-time friend after accusing him of 'deceiving' him with his 'false' 
account of the infamous Rendlesham Forest incident. 

Peter Robbins and Larry Warren co-authored 'Left at East Gate: A First-Hand Account of the Bentwater-Woodbridge UFO Incident, its Cover-Up, 
and Investigation' 30 years ago, but are now at loggerheads. 

US researcher Robbins sparked the row when he accused Warren, a former member of the US Air Force Security Police who now lives in 
Liverpool, of'deceiving' him during a radio interview. 
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Q. 


□ READ MORE 

► UFO experts spot 'huge spaceship' in the sky with flashing lights above France, China and Australia 


American Warren claims he witnessed a UFO land near RAF Bentwaters, Suffolk, while stationed there with the US Air Force in December 1980. 



Larry Warren has hit back at Robbins' claims (Photo: earth mystery NEWS/Youtube) 


He blew the whistle on the so-called Rendlesham Forest incident in 1983 in a News of the World interview and went on to co-write the best-selling 
book with Robbins, which was published in 1997. 

However, Robbins has now cast serious doubts over the validity of Warren's account. 

Speaking on the Inception Radio Network, Robbins said: "Over the past year, even a bit more, highly specific information has been brought to my 
attention that has disturbed me tremendously. 

-□ READ MORE 

UFOs And Close Encounters 
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"The encompassed picture is the subjective account of my co-author's story of the events that he was involved in, the events surrounding him, 
things that don't directly relate to the story but to his life, were not only not accurate but that they were not true. 

"Having worked with him for decades, for having spent several intense years at the beginning we're talking 30 years ago next month when we 
shook hands, that I would assist him in writing this book. I have a long history with Larry Warren and I felt that after doing the research that he 
was absolutely good on his word." 
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Left At East Gate, by Warren and Robbins, is a bestseller (Photo: cascadenews) 

He added: "I felt I had proved enough to myself of Larry's account and details surrounding it that he was telling the truth. And I feel now that in 
part that was not the case and there was an intent to deceive. To say this has tore me up over the last year is an understatement." 

□ READ MORE 

► NASA releases amazing Cassini spacecraft footage as it survives unprecedented dive between Saturn and its rings 


The Rendlesham incident took place in December 1980 over a series of three nights. 

On December 26,1980, military personnel at the twin bases of RAF Bentwaters and RAF Woodbridge saw a strange light in Rendlesham Forest, 
which lies between the two bases. 
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One of them, Jim Penniston, got close enough to touch the side of the object. He and another of the airmen present, John Burroughs, made 
sketches of the craft for witness statements. 

Two nights later, Deputy Base Commander Lieutenant Colonel Charles Halt and his team then encountered the UFO. 



The Rendlesham Forest incident occurred near RAF Bentwaters in 1980 (Photo: vimeo) 


He said later: "Here I am, a senior official who routinely denies this sort of thing and diligently works to debunk them, and I'm involved in the 
middle of something I can't explain." 

□ READ MORE 

► Space expert claims trio of UFOs are hiding secret spacecraft which is invisible to the naked eye 


Despite an MOD investigation the Rendlesham Forest incident remains unexplained, despite theories it was a lighthouse, a meteor shower or a 
satellite re-entering the Earth's atmosphere and burning up. 

Warren's account differs as he maintains the UFO landed in a farmer's field and was seen by dozens of military personnel including the Base 
Commander General Gordon Williams. 

He also claims small entities could be seen floating underneath the strange craft, which shone beams of light into the nuclear bunkers at the 
NATO base at the height of the Cold War. 

Nick Pope, who ran the Ministry of Defence's Secretariat (Airstaff) 2a - dubbed the 'UFO desk', which investigated military sightings but was closed 
in 2009 due to budget cuts - has backed Robbins' claims. 
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Nick Pope, who ran the MoD's 'UFO desk', is siding with Robbins (Photo: Publicity picture) 

In a post to his 4,980 friends and 13, 852 followers on Facebook, he praised Robbins for "having the courage and integrity to make what was 
clearly a difficult and painful admission that he'd been taken in by Warren's lies." 

He ended his post by saying: "The verdict from the wider UFO community is clear: the Larry Warren story is officially dead." 

But Warren slammed the ex-MOD man, who now lives in Tucson, Arizona, for "whoring himself out" in a 20-minute Facebook rant. 

He fumed: "I'm aware of your posts on your page, your slander, defamation, whatever you want to call it. You've been out of the UK a long time, 
you're not really respected here brother. You don't speak for Ufology brother, I can tell you that, you just whore yourself out for just about 
whatever you can do, that's fine. Works for you." 



READ MORE 


► UFO hunter claims 'artificial underground passageway' hidden on the moon has been discovered 


He added: "I wrote all my parts in my book and I remain proud of them. I stand by them. 1 
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Lawrence warren 

12 hrs 11 




my response to Nick Pope who has posted slander on his page , with zero fact 
to back it.in this i mean EVERY word ! a snake is a snake all day long 



Forgive Him Lord For He Has 
Sinned... Larry Warren Replies To 
Nick Pope 

Larry Warren Replies To Recent Facebook Comments 

And Allegations By Nick Pope. 


YOUTUEECOM 


%h Like 


Comment 


^ Share 


o Lawrence Warren and 12 others 

Warren has engaged in a war of words with Nick Pope on Facebook (Photo: cascadenews.co.uk) 

Warren also accuses Pope of "abject jealousy" and offers to hand over a UFO courage award he received from UFO Truth Magazine, edited by 
former police detective Gary Heseltine, at a conference in Holmfirth,Yorkshire, last September. 

He tells Pope: "Your books tanked after months, my book's been in print 20 years and will be print another 100 probably. I've been around longer 
than you in this and I've seen it all for years." 

Warren challenges Pope to take it off him, saying: "You can have it if you can take it from me. I'll even bring the gift box. You seem to want it 
because I don't deserve it. 

"You stuck your nose into Rendlesham years ago to the point some morons out there think you were working the MOD desk when they happened 
-1 think you were being beat up on the school yard at that time. So that's impossible but you don't stop that myth." 

He ends his video by saying: "The book is my story, 100 per cent. I've done stuff that you could never do and seen things you'll never see and I'll 
still be standing tall when you go cock a doodle do ... You were never in the military, you wore a tie somewhere." 


□ MORE ON 
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ct 


NEWS ALL 


Most Read Most Recent 



18 women on hen do in tears after being kicked off plane for wearing 'offensive' t-shirts 



MERSEYSIDE POLICE 

Toxteth 'murders': Woman and two children found dead at home and man arrested amid 
gas leak fears 


WEATHER 

Man's horrific sunburn on hottest day of the year is a lesson in why suncream is essential 
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Photographer captures ‘UFO’ over Kelpies in Falkirk 


scotsman.com 


Scott McAngus 

Wednesday 24 May 2017 

An amateur photographer believes she may have 
captured a UFO hovering over the Kelpies on 
camera. 

Heather McEwan, from Falkirk, took some shots of 
the famous landmark on Sunday just after 10pm but 
didn’t notice anything at the time. 

It wasn’t until the following day she noticed a 
“strange” cross-shaped object in the sky to the right 
of the head of Baron, the 30-metre high ‘head up’ 
Kelpie. 

Heather told our sister title the Falkirk Herald: “I hadn’t noticed anything unusual as I was using a Sony compact 
camera and don’t have the best eyesight, although it must be said that I was concentrating rather intently on 
keeping my hand steady and trying to get the picture central. 

“So, intent on taking a good picture and keeping my hand steady I clicked away. I came home and it wasn’t till 
the following day when I was showing my daughter the pictures that she spotted a strange object. 

“Curious I took the camera to Asda and had the picture blown up. I contacted UFO website BEAMS (The British 
Earth and Aerial Mysteries Society) and sent the picture. 

“They were very interested and asked me to send the original files which I did. After examining the files they 
have agreed that it is not a plane or drone, nor is it a reflection from a camera and have now put it up as a UFO 
on their website.” 

Heather took a similar picture seconds after the first one and the shape has completely disappeared. 

On the BEAMS website, its experts published an opinion on Heather’s photograph. It said: “The ‘cross’ isn’t a 
reflection - and we have never seen any atmospheric/sunlight/optical phenomenon or lens flare such as this 
before; it is also safe to say that drones and planes can be eliminated as the culprit, due to scale. 

“However, it cannot be ruled out that accidental camera movement/shake may have caused slight elongation of 
the mystery shape to occur.” 

BEAMS, founded in 1991, is a society consisting of active reporters and field investigators who factually gather, 
study and disseminate evidence relating to ‘earth mysteries’ which include: ley lines, terrestrial energies and 
ancient site anomalies, strange aerial happenings such as Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) and the 
paranormal such as spirit and psychic phenomena. 

The Falkirk area is no stranger to UFOs, especially in Bonnybridge, which is said to be the UFO capital of the 
world with over 300 sightings. 



© Johnston Publishing Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Thieves burn all the cash while using blowtorch to break into ATM metro.co.uk 


Ashitha Nagesh for Metro.co.ukThursday 1 Jun 2017 8:11 am 

Slow clap (Picture: Everett Police WA) 

Some not-very-smart thieves used a blowtorch to break into a cash 
machine, accidentally burning all of the cash inside to a crisp. 

Police in Everett, in the US state of Washington, shared a photo of the 
charred ATM outside Coastal Community Bank, complete with a 
blackened hole where the money used to be. 

‘Fire thwarts ATM thieves using torch at bank,’ they wrote. 

Officer Aaron Snell said the would-be burglars had tried to burn through 
the outside of the machine in order to get their hands on the cash box. 

Unfortunately for them, notes are flammable - and the whole thing went up in flames. 

Detectives are now investigating the attempted theft, and will be collecting surveillance footage from 
the bank. 
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Back-street horror of Victorian dentistry exposed in grim photos 

04:45 edt, 30 May 2017 1 dailymail.co.uk 

Open wide! Back-street horror of Victorian dentistry exposed in grim photos from a time 
when a toothache would mean a painful trip to the barber 

• In 19th and early 20th Century dentistry was done by barbers and blacksmiths 

• Tooth decay was common but the 'surgeons' would yank teeth out with forceps 

• Tens of thousands of people died from botched treatments and infections 

By Paddy Dinham For Mailonline 

Many people still find a trip to the dentists a daunting prospect in 2017 - but these horrific Victorian 
photos reveal a time when getting your teeth fixed was a real life-or-death procedure. 

Just like today, tooth decay was an unpleasant part of life, but for the most of 1800s and early 
1900s, extraction was the only treatment available. 

Most people who found themselves with toothache ended up in the hands of their local barber or 
blacksmith, who doubled as a surgeon. 

These amateur ‘surgeons’ would use pliers or forceps to extract the rotten tooth - without any 
anaesthetic to ease the agonising pain. 

A horrifying tooth extraction from the 1870s. The patient has 
to have his head restrained with a towel to stop him 
squirming in pain 

This tooth extraction 
was made into a piece 
of art titled 'Painless 
Extraction,' and was 
taken in England 

An unidentified tooth 
extraction. Just like 
today, tooth decay was 
an unpleasant part of 
life, but for the most of 
1800s and early 1900s, 
extraction was the only 

treatment available 

A tooth extraction, 1892, shows another patient having to be held down by a man's feet to stop him 
wriggling 

A Chinese dentist performs a tooth extraction in the 1920s. Amateur ‘surgeons’ would use pliers or 
forceps to extract the rotten tooth - without any anaesthetic to ease the agonising pain 

Dr. Olga Lentz, a dentist from Minnesota, USA, operates on a patient in 1910, when techniques had 
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French postcard from the 1920s featuring a dentist 
performing a tooth extraction 

Tens of thousands of people died from botched 
treatment, infections and other complications. 

For most of the 19th century, dentistry was a back-street 
horror show in Britain until the Dentists Act was passed in 
1878 - which limited the title of ‘dentist’ and ‘dental 
surgeon’ to registered practitioners. 

The remarkable surviving images dating back to the 19th 
and early 20th century, reveal the terrors of Victorian 
dentistry - and show just how dangerous and agonising a 

visit to the dentist could be. 

In one 1855 photo, the patient desperately stares into the camera clutching on to his dentist’s arm 
as he pulls out his tooth with pliers. 

And in another excruciating 1892 image, an assistant has to physically restrain the distressed 
patient whilst the dentist tries to perform an extraction on him. 
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staged dental extraction, 1847, left. A painful looking procedure taking place in 1844, right 



A tintype photograph of a tooth extraction, erica 1870s, left. An unidentified tooth extraction, right 



Jessie Castle La Moreaux, working on a male patient with 
crutches, 1897. Jessie Castle La Moreaux was the only woman in 
her 1896 dental class and the 35th woman to graduate from the 
University of Michigan since the founding of the College of Dental 
Surgery in 1875 

An American Civil war dentist examines a soldier. It was only at 
the outbreak of the Civil War (1861-1865) when dentistry was 
recognised as a health care professio 

Dr Rankin, from New York, a female dentist getting ready to 
perform a tooth extraction 


A tooth extraction in Berlin, left. A tintype photograph taken in the 
1860s showing a tooth extraction, right 
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DENTISTRY IN THE 
ARMED FORCES 


Despite the advances 
of dentistry during the 
20th Century, 
soldiers on the front 
line were subjected 
to the archaic 
techniques of 
previous decades. 


With limited facilities 
available to them, troops on both sides of the 
conflict in the First and Second World Wars had 
to undergo painful-looking procedures if they had 
a dental problem. 


Unfortunately, with the living conditions they had 
to endure - particularly in the First World War - 
oral hygiene was not at its highest. 


field dentist operating in The First World War on unidentified soldiers, left. Another field dentist 
works without anaesthetic on a British soldier in The Second World War, right 


For commanding officers potential epidemics that could take down an army or the crew of a ship, 
such as cholera, typhus or Yellow Fever, were a far higher priority. 


An example of how slow the Armed Forces were for keeping up the medical advances was the Boer 
War. 


Despite the Dentistry Act being passed around 30 years before, thousands of soldiers had to be 
sent back to Britain. 


At the start of the Second World War, additional dental officers were recruited in considerable 
numbers. 
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Most were established on the larger bases or ships but all three services used mobile units in 
caravans to look after their smaller and more remote formations. 

Source: British Dental Journal 


A man seated while two others 
attempt tooth extraction during 
the Spanish-American war, 1898 

How Britain's dental industry 
improved in the 20th Century 

When the British Dental 
Association was finally 
established in 1880, much of the 
association’s early work was 
focused on prosecuting dentists 
in breach of the Dentists act. 

those who were professionally 

Even so, twentieth century dentistry was still so costly that some people opted to have all their teeth 
pulled out to spare themselves a lifetime of pain. 

The foundation of the NHS in 1948 made dental care affordable for all and in the first nine months of 
its establishment, 4,000,000 cavities were filled and queues formed outside surgeries. 

Fluoride in water and toothpastes in the first half of the twentieth century also made a big difference 
to the health of our teeth while treatments improved. 

Comments 

colin, coulsdon, 28 minutes ago 

My father, born in 1895, said the local blacksmith acted as the dentist if an extraction was needed. 
He would tie the offendint tooth to his anvil, get an iron red hot and jab it close to your face and your 
natural reaction did the rest. 

Tough Ombres, Dillingen, Germany, about an hour ago 

If you have your teeth checked by a dentist at least once a year there is no reason to be afraid. 

Big Len Davinci, Tuscany, about 4 hours ago 

Even though a visit to the dentist is still often painful, the progress made through scientific 
development of equipment and painkillers have reduced this to a fraction of what was endured by 
everyone not too many years ago. 

Jacster, doreen, Australia, about 5 hours ago 

Picture 19 looks like Chris Hemsworth performing the extraction 



But it wasn’t until 1921 that the practice of dentistry was limited to 
qualified. 
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Kane, perth, Australia, about 6 hours ago 

im sure scary poppins was there on hand , to offer a spoonful of sugar. 

Fracking Earthquakes, All shook up, United States, about 6 hours ago 
It's not surprising the electric chair was invented by a dentist, 
dittyanddotty, Yorkshire, United Kingdom, about 7 hours ago 

I hate dentists im having a tooth out on Thursday, I'm so scared, because it attached to a bridge with 
two teeth and he has to saw the other teeth to get to it:( 

Golden Eye, Southampton, United Kingdom, about 8 hours ago 

Dentist profession is as barbaric then that it is now ! 

AL229, LONDON, United Kingdom, about 8 hours ago 

Don't give ISIS ideas. 

Templarette, Australia, about 8 hours ago 

In 1966 as a nine year old my mother packed me off to a dentist that was so rough and horrible . I 
was crying but i had the last laugh when he cut his hand badly on one of his instruments of torture 
and was rushed to hospital. 

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd 

Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group 
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Apr28by The Chirurgeon's Apprentice 



Hysteriaa 


The 

word 


“hysteria” conjures up an array of images, none of which probably include a nomadic uterus 
wandering aimlessly around the female body. Yet that is precisely what medical practitioners in the 
past believed was the cause behind this mysterious disorder. The very word “hysteria” comes from 
the Greek word hystera, meaning “womb,” and arises from medical misunderstandings of basic 
female anatomy. 


Today, hysteria is regarded as a physical expression of a mental conflict and can affect anyone 
regardless of age or gender. [1] Centuries ago, however, it was attributed only to women, and 
believed to be physiological (not psychological) in nature. 



enhanced-1129-1458094853-1 


For instance, Plato believed that the womb—especially one which was 
barren—could become vexed and begin wandering throughout the body, 
blocking respiratory channels causing bizarre behavior. [2] This belief 
was ubiquitous in ancient Greece. The physician Aretaeus of 
Cappadocia went so far as to consider the womb “an animal within an 
animal,” an organ that “moved of itself hither and thither in the flanks.” [3] 
The uterus could move upwards, downwards, left or right. It could even 
collide with the liver or spleen. Depending on its direction, a wandering 
womb could cause all kinds of hell. One that traveled upwards might 
cause sluggishness, lack of strength, and vertigo in a patient; while a 
womb that moved downwards could cause a person to feel as if she 
were choking. So worrisome was the prospect of a wandering womb 
during this period, that some women wore amulets to protect themselves 
against it. [4] 


The womb continued to hold a mystical place in medical text for centuries, and was often used to 
explain away an array of female complaints. The 17th-century physician William Harvey, famed for 
his theories on the circulation of the blood around the heart, perpetuated the belief that women were 
slaves to their own biology. He described the uterus as “insatiable, ferocious, animal-like,” and drew 
parallels between “bitches in heat and hysterical women.” [5] When a woman named Mary Glover 
accused her neighbor Elizabeth Jackson of cursing her in 1602, the physician Edward Jorden 
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argued that the erratic behavior that drove Mary to make such an accusation was actually caused 
by noxious vapors in her womb, which he believed were slowly suffocating her. (The courts 
disagreed and Elizabeth Jackson was executed for witchcraft shortly thereafter.) 

So what could be done for hysteria in the past? 

Physicians prescribed all kinds of treatments for a 
wayward womb. These included sweet-smelling vaginal 
suppositories and fumigations used to tempt the uterus 
back to its rightful place. The Greek physician Atreaus 
wrote that the womb “delights...in fragrant smells and 
advances towards them; and it has an aversion to foetid 
smells, and flees from them.” Women were also 
advised to ingest disgusting substances—sometimes 
containing repulsive ingredients such as human or animal 
excrement—in order to coax the womb away from the 
lungs and heart. In some cases, physical force was used 
to correct the position of a wandering womb (see image, 
right). For the single woman suffering from hysteria, the 
cure was simple: marriage, followed by children. Lots and 

Today, wombs are no longer thought to wander; however, medicine still tends to pathologize the 
vagaries of the female reproductive system. [6] Over the course of several thousand years, the 
womb has become less of a way to explain physician ailments, and more of a way to explain 
psychological disfunction—often being cited as the reason behind irrationality and mood swings in 
women. Has the ever-elusive hysteria brought on by roving uteri simply been replaced by the 
equally intangible yet mysterious PMS? I’ll let you decide. 

You can now pre-order my book THE BUTCHERING ART by 
clicking here. THE BUTCHERING ART follows the story of Joseph 
Lister as he attempts to revolutionize the brutal world of Victorian 
surgery through antisepsis. Pre-orders are incredibly helpful to new 
authors. Info on how to order foreign editions coming soon. Your 
support is greatly appreciated. 
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‘We will find aliens within ten years,’ scientist claims metro.co.uk 

Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukMonday 12 Jun 2017 2:26 pm 

We will find aliens within ten years - but we should warn you, they won’t be weird green blob things 
with eyes on stalks and a weird fixation on human women. 

Chris Impey, deputy head of astronomy at the University of Arizona says he would ‘put money’ on 
finding extraterrestrial life within ten years - but it will be microbial. 

It’ll also probably be within our solar system - perhaps in oceans on moons such as Europa, Impey 
says. 

Impey told Futurism, ‘I put my money on detecting microbial life in 10 to 15 years, but not at all 
detecting intelligent life. 

‘If we actually get Mars rocks back here to Earth from a place that we think could have been 
habitable in the past, then we might find evidence of prior life. 

Impey says that NASA’s new James Webb telescope could provide evidence of life in the 
atmospheres of other planets. 

Impey says, ‘’’This biomarker experiment... could find evidence of microbial life indirectly.’ 

Has a scientist cracked the mysterious alien 'Wow' signal? 

It’s the most mysterious signal ever received from space - a weird radio burst which some have 
claimed is proof of alien life. 

But now a scientist believes he might have cracked the mystery of the strange signal which arrived 
just before midnight on August 15, 1977. 

The weird signal lasted 72 seconds, and a scientist at the Ohio radio telescope scribbled ‘Wow’ on 
the readout. 

Professor Antonio Paris believes that the signal ISN’T made by aliens - but was instead created by 
two comets passing Earth. 

Professor Paris believes that the signal was created by a comet with a large hydrogen cloud 
surrounding it - and to ‘prove’ his hypothesis, pointed a telescope at a comet this year. 

He found strong signals of the same type as the ‘Wow’ signal - and now believes that even if comet 
266P (which was in the right area) isn’t responsible, another comet might be. 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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In Weir, an area of Bacup, 
there was once a young 
woman who was married to 
an old man and dissatisfied 
with her lot. When night 
came she would steal away 
from her husband’s bed and 
go wandering, but where she 
went was a mystery. 

A neighbouring farmer was 
suffering nightly visitations 
from someone - or 
something - that would 

overturn milk cans and steal the cream. One night he stayed awake with his son, determined to 
catch the thief. In the early hours of the morning, a black cat crept in through a window and the 
farmer and his son attacked it energetically with pots and pans. At last the cat, battered and bruised, 
managed to escape. 

Next morning, the old man made no comment as he watched his young wife bathing her cuts and 
bruises. He had a feeling she would never be wandering abroad at night again. 

© Copyright robert wade and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

About LancashireFolk 

Lancashire folklore, legends, ghosts, local history - author of 'Lancashire Folk' published by 
Schiffer Publishing Winter 2015 - 9780764349836 £17.50. 'Manchester Folk', covering 
Greater Manchester, coming in 2017! 
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Where to Find the World’s Best Hometown 
Monsters 

Here are 25 places to see yetis, sea monsters, Sasquatch, and other cryptids. 

By Molly McBride Jacobson February 24,2017 

A cryptid is a creature whose existence, diplomatically put, cannot be proved or disproved by 
science. Cryptid lore tends to be less fantastical than ghost stories or fairytales, but not 
altogether believable. For some though, an unusual rock, unexplained crop circles, a footprint, or 
some hair are all the evidence they need that there are creatures unknown to humanity, hiding in 
the woods. 

In these places, tales of mysterious creatures have become so embroiled within local narrative 
that whether the beast actually exists or not doesn’t matter anymore. Can you imagine Loch Ness 
without its monster? 


HAIRY HUMANOIDS 

The Sasquatch, or as it’s colloquially known, Bigfoot, is America’s best known cryptid. It is 
typically depicted as a giant ape, standing around seven feet tall. Sasquatch lore extends back to 
American Indian mythology, which describes hairy wild men living in the woods. 

Anomalous sightings continued into the 20th century, but Sasquatch mania reached its peak 
following the famed Patterson-Gimlin tape. 

Bigfoot is generally associated with the Pacific Northwest, with most sightings reported in 
Washington. Ape Canyon was the site in which a group of miners came under attack by a gang of 
wild “apemen” in 1924. According to the five miners, all of whom survived the incident and 
seemed convinced of its facts, they were asleep in their cabin when the assault started, and the 
beasts seemed out for blood. The event was widely publicized and no logical explanation was ever 
found. 

Ape Canyon: Sasquatch Country 

COUGAR, WASHINGTON 

The Sasquatch mythos has caught many in its spell. Refusing to accept claims that Bigfoot 
sightings are actually black bears or intentional hoaxes, believers continue their search for the 
hidden primate. California, Oregon, Washington and Canada are dotted with Sasquatch museums 
and research institutions for those who want to see footprints, photos, and other evidence. 

Bigfoot Discovery Museum 
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FELTON, CALIFORNIA 

China Flat Museum Bigfoot Collection 

WILLOW CREEK, CALIFORNIA 

Bipedal hairy beasts aren’t confined to the West Coast though. Illinois and Ohio have remarkably 
high rates of Bigfoot sightings, and Arkansas has its own permutation: the Boggy Creek monster. 

The Boggy Creek Monster 

FOUKE, ARKANSAS 

Florida has its own version of Bigfoot too. Its presence is announced by the foul odor that earned 
it its nickname: the Skunk Ape. 

Skunk Ape Research Headquarters 

OCHOPEE, FLORIDA 


SEA MONSTERS 

Ever since sailors first traversed the ocean they have returned with stories of unbelievable 
creatures emerging from the murky depths. Perhaps it’s because we didn’t (and still don’t) really 
know what lies beneath the ocean’s surface, a whale or squid could be mistaken for the Leviathan 
or a Kraken. 

That lore is celebrated in places like Skrimslasetrid, Iceland’s sea monster museum. Maritime 
history is inextricable from Icelandic identity, which includes many tales of ocean beasts lurking 
just off the edge of the map. 

Skrimslasetrid 

ICELAND 

Creature stories also provided a useful explanation for misunderstood natural phenomena. The 
geyser of Kauai’s Spouting Horn blowhole was originally attributed to a giant lizard monster 
trapped beneath the rock. 

Spouting Horn Blowhole 

KOLOA, HAWAII 

Lakes have their fair share of mystery too. The Loch Ness Monster is the most widely known, but 
prehistoric serpentine beasts have been reported on almost every continent. 

Lake Tele: Home of the Legendary Mokele-mbembe Monster 

EPENA, REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

Lake Labynkyr: Home to a Siberian Sea Monster 

RUSSIA 

Monument to Lake Champlain’s Monster, “Champ” 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 
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That said, not all sea monsters take the form of slithering water snakes. The Kelpies of Scottish 
lore are massive demonic horses found in rivers and streams. 

The Kelpies 

GRANGEMOUTH, SCOTLAND 


MERMAIDS 

Mermaids are another sea beast, albeit a significantly more alluring version. Much of our modem 
mythos surrounding mermaids comes from Hans Christian Anderson’s The Little Mermaid, but 
before the 19th century, mermaids were thought of as the deceptive, even evil sprites, no doubt 
based on the sirens in Homer’s Odyssey. 

Doxey Pool: Home to a Malicious Mermaid 

STAFFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND 

The myth of Feejee mermaids was transported to the West from Japan. Travelers saw mummified 
“mermaids” in shrines like the 1,400-year-old one at the Tenshou-Kyousha Shrine. Allegedly, this 
mermaid was once a fisherman who trespassed in protected waters and was transformed into a 
hideous creature as punishment. 

Tenshou-Kyousha Shrine Mermaid Mummy 

FUJINOMIYA, JAPAN 

These weird hybrids, crafted from the upper half of a monkey and the bottom half of a fish, may 
have been inspired by the Japanese kappa, a mischievous water spirit. 

Despite the fact that they were nothing like the lovely fishtailed maidens of fairytales, Feejee 
mermaids (as they came to be called—allegedly brought back from Fiji, not Japan) captured the 
Western imagination. They were quickly disproved as fakes, yet after P.T. Barnum had one in his 
famous sideshow, no cabinet of curiosity was complete without one. 

The Banff Mermaid 

BANFF, ALBERTA 

The Hull Mermaid 

HULL, ENGLAND 

Feejee Mermaid at the Nature Museum 

GRAFTON, VERMONT 


CHIMERAS 

The chimera, another creature of Greek mythology, was said to have the body of a lion, the head 
of a goat, and a snake for a tail, though today the term is applied to any creature with the body 
parts of various animals. Nobody does body horror like the Ancient Greeks, whose Minotaur 
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myth (the half-man, half-bull trapped as the protector of the labyrinth) persists to this day. 

Labyrinthos Caves: the Minotaur’s Home 

GREECE 

Chimera made their way into American folklore. The Texas Woofus in Dallas is a longhorned pig¬ 
legged sheep-bird. Its critics call it pagan, and they may not be so far off the mark. 

The Texas Woofus 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

Another American chimera is the Piasa bird, a mysterious feathered beast painted on a rock in 
Alton, Illinois. The painting has been there since at least the 1670s, though no one knows its 
origin. 

Piasa Bird: Alton’s Mythical Monster 

ALTON, ILLINOIS 

The chimera best known to Americans is the jackalope, a jackrabbit with the antlers of a buck. 
Mismatched animals like this abound around the world though, likely because hucksters could 
prove their existence through falsified taxidermy, or “gaffs.” Still, reports of bunnies with massive 
horns proliferate in the Southwest and elsewhere. 

A “Wolpertinger” at the German Museum of Hunting and Fishing 

MUNICH, GERMANY 

A “Skvader” at Biologiska Museet 

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 

Not all cryptids and chimera are leporine and sweet though. Some are more sinister, like 
Lick Monster, named after the Pope Lick Trestle Bridge it has been sighted beneath. It is 
be a monstrous man-goat hybrid that lures its victims onto the railway trestle. 

Pope Lick Trestle Bridge 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

The Jersey Devil was another cryptid seen throughout New Jersey in the 19th and early 20th 
century. In 1909 alone, hundreds of people reported seeing an unknown creature flying over the 
Pine Barrens, a forested area on the Jersey coast. They described it as something like a kangaroo 
with hooves and leathery bat wings that would let out a terrifying shriek before disappearing from 
the sky. The Jersey Devil hasn’t been reported in recent years, though its memory is now 
thoroughly embedded in New Jersey folklore. 

Jersey Devil Display at the Paranormal Museum 

ASBURYPARK, NEW JERSEY 

One of America’s more recent cryptids is the Mothman. In November of 1966, numerous people 
reported seeing a man-like figure with wings spanning upwards of ten feet. Those who saw the 
creature from their cars reported that its eyes shone red like bicycle reflectors when their 
headlights hit it. After a local bridge collapsed, killing dozens, Mothman sightings ceased. 
Conspiracies began to arise. The sightings had all been near the TNT area, a WWII munitions 
factory, leading some to surmise that the Mothman was a military experiment or an alien visitor. 


the Pope 
said to 
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The mystery was never solved, though skeptics claim it may have simply been an owl. 
Nevertheless, the story inspired a book and several films, and Point Pleasant commemorates its 
cryptid with a storefront museum as well as a downtown statue. 

Mothman Statue 

POINT PLEASANT, WEST VIRGINIA 

Cryptids come from all kinds of sources—misunderstandings of natural phenomena, tall tales, 
and sometimes, sheer human ingenuity, as with Karachi’s very strange fortune-telling fox woman, 
Mumtaz Begum. They can become a mascot for the place that claims them, a weird source of 
pride for the people that live there. 

Is there a cryptid lurking in your hometown we should know about? Have your own Feejee mermaid or 
creepy chimera? Add it to the Atlas! 


#SEA MONSTERS #CRYPTIDS #BIGFOOT #MERMAIDS #CRYPTOZOOLOGY #MONSTERS 
#MYSTERY #FASCINATING FAUNA #ANIMALS 
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Whistling at Night 

Tags: Hawaiian Warriors , Maui , night, Summons, Superstition , whistling Nationality: Half Japanese and half White Primary Language: 

English Other language(s): Age: 22 Occupation: College Senior Residence: Los Angeles, CA Performance Date: 4/10/17 Print This Post USC.edu 


USC Digital Folklore Archives 

A database of folklore performances 

Interviewer: What is being performed? 

Informant: Whistling at Night by Rayna Koishikawa 

Interviewer: What is the background information about the performance? Why do you know or like this piece? 
Where or who did you learn it from? 

Informant: My Kumu (hula teacher) told us whistling at night summons night maschess (ghosts of Hawaiian 
warriors) 

Interviewer: What country and what region of that country are you from? 

Informant: Maui, HI 

Interviewer: Do you belong to a specific religious or social sub group that tells this story? 

Informant: I don’t belong to this group but it is a Hawaiian superstition. 

Interviewer: Where did you first hear the story? 

Informant: My Kumu 

Interviewer: What do you think the origins of this story might be? 

Informant: Hawaiian legend 
Interviewer: What does it mean to you? 

Informant: Childhood superstition 

Context of the performance- Talking with a classmate before class 

Thoughts about the piece- Whistling is thought to bring bad luck in Russian, Japanese and many other 
cultures. I’ve heard warnings not to whistle in kitchens (French Revolution origins) or while sailing (New 
England- whistle up a storm). Here is another version of the Night Marchers of Hawaii: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/10/hawaiian-legends_n_3898664.html 

More Hawaiian superstitions at: http://www.hawaiimagazine.com/content/your-must-know-list- 
hawaii%E2%80%99s-diverse-local-superstitions 


J “ Collected by Chandler Zausner 

Posted Monday, 1st of May 2017 at 01:21:00 AM 
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BBC 


By Joanna Jolly BBC World Service 


1 June 2017 


Image copyrightLorimer Shenher 

Ten years ago, the trial of Canada's most 
prolific serial killer opened in Vancouver. Det 
Con Lorimer Shenher had long suspected the 
man in the dock, who eventually admitted to 
nearly 50 murders, but Shenher's attempts to 
question him had been hindered by red tape. 
He is still haunted by his failure. 

Lorimer Shenher had been working in his new 
job as head of Vancouver's Missing Persons 
Unit for only two days when an anonymous 
caller gave him a name - the name of a man 
who could be responsible for the disappearance of women from the city's Downtown Eastside 
district. 



It was July 1998 and Shenher had been tasked with finding out what had happened to 17 women 
missing from the district, also known as the "low-track", because it was where people went to buy 
cheap sex. 

All the missing women were sex workers and drug users, and many were from Canada's indigenous 
population. 

Shenher entered the name he had been given, Willie Pickton - or Robert William Pickton - into the 
police database. 


He saw immediately that his suspect had form. Earlier that year, charges had been dropped against 
the 49-year-old pig farmer for imprisoning and stabbing a sex worker, almost fatally. 



Image copyright EPA 
Image caption 

The caller said he had been told 
women's handbags, identity cards 
and bloody clothing could be seen 
at Pickton's farm. And he said he 
had listened himself to Pickton 
making disturbing jokes. 

"Pickton had a meat grinder he 
would talk about," says Shenher. 


http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-38796464 
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Pickton's farm in Port Coquitlam outside the city of Vancouver "|-|0 would tell his friends, 'If you 

ever need to dispose of a body..."' 

Working out whether Pickton had anything to do with the disappearances would be a straightforward 
case of issuing a search warrant and bringing him in for questioning, Shenher thought. 

"My mantra was you have to either rule him in or rule him out," he says. 

But in fact it would be another four years before officers finally searched Pickton's property - on an 
unrelated charge - and by that time at least another 14 women had been murdered. 

Image copyright Alamy 
Image caption 

A forensic search of Pickton's farm 
eventually revealed the DNA of 33 
women in various buildings, freezers 
and machines. 

As he had boasted, the pig farmer 
had disposed of his victims in his 
meat grinder. Others he had fed to 
his pigs. 

He later confessed to an undercover 
officer that he was one short of 


Shenher - an athletic, hard-working 
Vancouver Police Department 
selection process. He has since undergone gender reassignment, changing his name from Lorraine 
to Lorimer. 

For one of his first assignments he worked undercover in the Downtown Eastside. Dressed in a 
short skirt, he would wait on street corners for men to solicit him for sex so he could arrest them. 

The experience gave Shenher an insight into the brutality sex workers routinely experienced. Clients 
could be violent - one threatened to kill him, another tried to abduct him at gunpoint. He also noticed 
that police officers who should have been protecting the women often ignored their complaints. 

At this time, he had a unique perspective on what he saw happening around him. 

"I felt I was a man observing the situation. But also, living as a woman myself, I couldn't put up with 
the oppression and sexism the women faced," he says. 

"I had a lot of anger around it." 

Image copyright Shutterstock 



Many of Pickton's victims were from Canada's marginalised indigenous 

community 


hitting his target of 50 kills. 

So why did it take so long to catch him? 

Image caption 

Shenher began his police career in the early 1990s as Lorraine 
27-year-old who achieved one of the highest scores ever in the 
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Image caption 

A few years later, Downtown Eastside residents 
began to report that women were going missing. 

One, a young drug user and sex worker called Sarah 
de Vries, described her fears in her diary. 

"Am I next?" she wrote in December 1995. 

"Is he watching me now? Stalking me like a predator 
and its prey. Waiting, waiting for some perfect spot, 
time or my stupid mistake. How does one choose a 
victim? 

"Good question. If I knew that, I would never get snuffed." 

In April 1998, Sarah herself disappeared. 

Image copyright VPD 

She was the 17th person on Shenher's list when he was appointed to 
the Missing Person's Unit. 

Several officers within the Vancouver Police Department had already 
begun to suspect a serial killer was at work. 

One of them was Det Insp Kim Rossmo, who had recently completed 
doctoral research in criminal profiling. 

"I went back 20 years using data and typically we would find either no, or 
just one or two, unfound people in a year," he says. 

"This number started to grow in 1996, 1997 and 1998. I thought the only 
explanation for this was a serial murder case." 

But when Rossmo took his findings to the officer in charge of the Major Crime Section, he was told 
that because the women tended to live transient lives, it was more likely they had just drifted away. 

In fact, this was wrong. Although the women were drug users and poor, they still maintained strong 
ties to families, friends and their community. 

But because no-one had found the women's bodies, Rossmo's boss thought no crime had taken 
place and that in time the women would show up. 

Special Report: On the trail of the murdered and missing 

Each year, dozens of indigenous Canadian women are murdered or disappear never to be 
seen again. Some end up in a river that runs through the heart of Winnipeg. 

One of Shenher's first moves was to get in touch with the officer who had arrested and charged 
Pickton in 1997 for his attack on a sex worker at his farm. 
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IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON ANY OF THE ABOVE WOMEN AND HAVE NOT YET SPOKEN TO FOUCE, PLEASE CALL: 

1 877 687 3377 


Police poster of the missing 
women 



Sarah de Vries 
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Red River Women 



Despite the severity of the victim's 
injuries, prosecutors had dropped 
the case because she was a heroin 
addict and it was felt she wouldn't 
be a convincing witness. 

Shenher found this decision 
inexplicable, and his views were 
shared by the arresting officer - from 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) - who helpfully opened his 
files to Shenher. 


Because Pickton's farm was outside the city, it fell under the jurisdiction of the RCMP rather than the 
Vancouver Police Department. 


In Shenher's view it made sense for the Vancouver police and the Mounties to work together on the 
case, but at the highest levels of both forces there was resistance to the idea and full co-operation 
did not begin for several years. 


Image copyright EPA 
Image caption 

So Shenher returned to his original 
phone tip-off. 

The caller had mentioned parties 
held on Pickton's farm in a barn 
known locally as Piggy's Palace. 
These late-night gatherings were 
popular with biker gangs. Sex and 
drugs were said to be freely 
available. 

A female friend of the informant had attended these parties, and it was she who had seen personal 
items and bloody clothing that could have belonged to the missing women. 

Shenher quickly identified this woman but she didn't want to speak to the police. So Shenher 
proposed an undercover operation to confirm her story, using a female officer who would befriend 
her and become her confidante. The plan was refused. 

Instead, Pickton was put under surveillance for three days. But as he did little to arouse suspicion, 
this was discontinued. 

"If these women were from any other walk of life, there would be total outrage, search parties, 
volunteers, roadblocks," says Shenher. 

"On a very deep level, a large segment of society and the policing community didn't feel these 
women were worth searching for and many people questioned whether they even wanted to be 
found." 



Robert Pickton 
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Image copyright AFP 
Image caption 

In May 1999, the Vancouver Police 
Department established a Missing 
Persons Review Team with Shenher as 
the lead investigator. Although this was 
an improvement from the Missing 
Persons Unit, it still lacked the resources 
of a fully-fledged homicide investigation. 

Then another source came forward with a 
gruesome story that appeared to identify 
Pickton as the man killing and disposing 

of the missing women. 

The source said he had seen handcuffs in Pickton's bedroom and a special freezer in his barn from 
which he had been served "strange meat", which he believed could have been human. 

He also spoke of a female friend, whom he named as Lynn Ellingsen, who had gone with Pickton to 
the Downtown Eastside to help him pick up women. 

The source said that Ellingsen had told him that she had walked into Pickton's slaughterhouse and 
had seen what she thought was a female body hanging from a meat hook. Pickton was standing 
beside it cutting strips of flesh off the body's legs. She said she hadn't realised that human fat was 
yellow - a detail that lent credibility to her story. 

Image copyright EPA 

At this point Shenher felt he had 
enough evidence to bring both 
Ellingsen and Pickton in for 
questioning, but because Pickton's 
farm fell under the jurisdiction of the 
RCMP, it was up to them to take the 
investigation forward. 

The RCMP questioned Ellingsen 
twice, but both times she refused to 
talk. 

As for Pickton, Shenher later found that an RCMP officer visited his farm but was told by his brother 
to "come back during the rainy season" because they were too busy working. Four months later, 
RCMP officers did interview Pickton, who denied killing the women. He consented to a search of his 
property - but amazingly, this offer was not followed up. 

By now the number of missing women had risen to 30 and Shenher was beginning to experience 
physical symptoms brought on by what he regarded as his failure to solve the crimes. 

He suffered from nightmares and mysterious aches in his body, had trouble eating and developed 
allergies. 



Police search through Pickton's farm 
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"I've asked myself so many times could I have just physically gone to the farm and tried to execute a 
search warrant," he says. 

"The answer, really, is 'No'. It was not my jurisdiction. What failed us was that someone at a very 
senior level in my force should have approached someone at a very senior level in the RCMP. But it 
didn't work that way. We didn't get that support." 

By the end of 2000, Shenher was exhausted and demoralised. He was beginning to suffer from 
post-traumatic stress disorder so asked to be transferred to a different unit. 

Image copyright Getty Images 

Then, in January 2001, nearly three years 
after Shenher had received his first tip-off 
about Pickton, the RCMP and Vancouver 
Police Department finally established a 
joint operation to re-examine the cases of 
missing and murdered sex workers in the 
province of British Columbia. 

Shenher should have been cheered by 
this. Instead he was depressed. 

"What they did was to pull in as many sex 
offenders and predators that they were aware of in the province and put together a list of 100 men, 
but not rank them in priority," he says. 

"So despite having all our information about Pickton, they didn't put him at number one of the 
suspect list." 

It was only in February 2002 when a junior RCMP officer visited Pickton's farm looking for an 
unlicensed gun and spotted an asthma inhaler bearing the name of one of the missing women, that 
he was finally arrested. 

Within hours, the Pickton property became the site of the largest crime scene search in Canadian 
history. 

Shenher, when he found out, experienced a wave of contradictory emotions. 

"Shock, elation, dread, excitement, sorrow, grief, nausea - it was all there, jumbled up together," he 
says. 

"It was a hollow victory and all I could do was cry." 

Image copyright Lorimer Shenher 
Image caption 

In 2007, a court found Pickton guilty of six counts of second-degree murder. There was enough 
evidence to charge him for a further 20 killings, but prosecutors decided not to proceed because he 
had already been given the maximum life sentence. 



Flowers outside the Pickton farm crime scene 
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Canadian Minister Carolyn Bennett (far left) and Lorimer Shenher (centre right) 
with relatives ofPickton's victims 


Shenher's criticism of the police 
investigations were shared by family 
and friends of the victims. 

In 2010, in response to popular 
pressure, the government of British 
Columbia formally announced a 
Missing Women Commission of 
Inquiry to look into the police's 
conduct. 

It ruled that their investigations 
suffered from a lack of leadership, 
describing them as a "blatant failure" 
marked by a deep bias against the 


poor, often drug-addicted, victims. 


At the same time it praised certain officers, like Shenher, for striving valiantly to solve the crisis. 


But what could have been an opportunity for genuine soul-searching about the failures of the 
province's police and justice systems was wasted, Shenher says. 


He even accuses the inquiry of suppressing information that would have shed light on why Pickton's 
farm was not searched earlier. 


"My sense was there appeared to be a concerted effort by the provincial government to restrict the 
amount and type of information that came out," he says, though he admits he has no firm evidence 
to back this suspicion. 

He now hopes a National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, 
announced last year by the new government of Justin Trudeau, will go further towards answering 
the question why vulnerable women were so badly let down. 

"When a missing woman is viewed as inevitable, where the surge of the investigation is not done at 
the same level as other investigations and women are dying, then we have to do better," the 
Canadian Minister for Indigenous and Northern Affairs, Carolyn Bennett, told the BBC. 

Racism and sexism were still a problem within the country's police forces, she added. 

Shenher is now on long-term medical leave from the police. In 2015 he published a book that details 
his frustrations with the Pickton investigation, That Lonely Section of Hell. 

"People think there's police accountability in Canada," he says. 

"But there aren't a lot of mechanisms that the government has to oversee their work. 

"Without that accountability, I do think a killer like Pickton could get away with it again." 

This article was supported by the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. 

Image copyright Lorimer Shenher 
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THE LONDON 

Medical and Physical Journal. 

346, vol. LViii.j DECEMBER, 1827. [N*J lQ t New Series * 


The year is 1827, and if you wish to apprise yourself of the latest and most important developments 
in medicine you could hardly do better than browse the pages of The London Medical and Physical 
Journal. It is everything a medical journal should be: up-to-date, authoritative, and - above all - 
serious. What, for instance, could be less frivolous than this case reported by the great Guillaume 
Dupuytren, chief surgeon at the Hotel-Dieu hospital in Paris? 

A boy lately presented himself at the Hotel-Dieu, suffering the utmost agony from retention of urine. 
Upon examination, the penis was found enormously swollen, of a dark red colour, and divided in the 
middle by a deep depression. Upon separating the parts which formed the borders of this 
depression, M. Dupuytren discovered a foreign metallic body, of a yellow colour. Upon further 
investigation, he found, to his surprise, that this substance was the socket of a candlestick, the 
broad end of which was towards the pelvis. 

‘Socket’ is perhaps not the best translation for the original French word, bobeche, which is a sort of 
ring or collar around the outside of a candlestick, intended to catch drips of hot wax. Or a teenage 
boy’s penis, in this case. 

The torment of the patient was excessive. He had passed no urine for three days. The bladder was 
greatly distended, and ascended to the umbilicus. Gangrene of the penis was already threatened, 
and no time was to be lost in removing the cause of all the mischief. 

I am surely not alone in thinking that the ‘cause of all the mischief was something other than the 
candlestick collar. 

While the instruments were being brought for the operation, the boy, who had been pressed with 
many questions, confessed, that having got drunk, he had taken the socket of the candlestick “pour 
tout autre chose, et qu’il y avait pousse sa verge!” 

He mistook it for something else, and stuck his penis in it. Boys, eh? 

...that the subsequent efforts he made to withdraw the part were useless, and greatly increased his 
suffering. In fact, the narrow and sharp-edged opening of the socket pressed against, and of course 
wounded the glans penis. 

Ouch. 
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M. Dupuytren first, with a pair of cutting pincers, divided the broad end of the socket at two opposite 
points. He then, with considerable difficulty, on account of the tumefaction [swelling] of the parts, 
separated it into two portions, by extending the incision. 

It sounds as if the operation called for a firefighter rather than a surgeon. Either way, I suspect most 
men would demur at having cutting equipment employed in such close proximity to their, ahem, 
equipment. 

The penis was now easily liberated, and the urine was passed without difficulty. 

Most of this article is a faithful translation from the French. For some reason the translator decided 
to sanitise the original version of this sentence, which is rather more colourful: 

M. Dupuytren learned that the strangulation had been successfully relieved when a stream of urine 
was propelled against him. 

Charming. 

The patient, at the same time ashamed and delighted, immediately disappeared without even 
waiting to arrange his dress. The crowd through which he passed were favoured with abundant 
liquid proofs of the success of the operation, which had at once removed the torments he had 
endured from retention of urine, as well as the danger of gangrene and even death. 

As M. Dupuytren wrung out his sodden clothes I’m sure he shared the young man’s delight. 

Related 

Like an elastic ballSth July 2016ln "Horrifying operations" 

The twelve-hour tonsillectomy20th July 2015ln "Horrifying operations" 

The man with three testicles14th March 2016ln "Mysterious illnesses" 

Posted on 14th May 2017Author Thomas MorrisCategories Unfortunate predicaments 
1 . 

John Powellsays: 

20th May 2017 at 3:40 pm 

I saw a similar case late one evening in the 1960s: a 30yr man with a chrome plated hardened 
steel ring spanner. What a terrible sightIWe had to ask the fire brigade for help and it took over 
an hour to cut it off under GA. He discharged himself from the hospital 4 hours later. 
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Toby Meyjes for Metro.co.ukThursday 27 Apr 2017 10:45 pm 

Mark Betitta, 33, in hospital after the 
attack (Picture: News Wire) 

A woman has been arrested after 
allegedly cutting off her 
husband’s penis with a pair of 
scissors. 

Liezel Betitta, 32, allegedly 
removed husband Mark’s 
appendage in revenge for an affair 
she believed he was having with a 
friend’s wife, according to reports. 

She is said to have launched the attack after discovering him at a friend’s house earlier this week, 
before later fleeing the scene in Iloilo City, in the Philippines. 

Her 33-year-old partner was taken to the Western Visayas Medical Center where doctors were 
unable to reattach his manhood. 

Officer are investigating the incident. Investigator Alexis Bataga from the Carles Police said: ‘We 
could not yet ascertain what drove her to harm her husband. 

The 33-year-old is still recovering after the incident (Picture: Newswire) 

The last time I talked to his family, they told me that he was recovering.’ 

MORE: Bookshop that trolled Piers Morgan begs for orders to stop it closing 

MORE: Judge praises meth dealer for his ‘good business model’ 



Wife arrested 'after cutting off husband's penis with scissors' 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left:-lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:Hrst-of-type {margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://metro.co.uk/2017/04/27/wife-arrested-after-cutting-off-husbands-penis-with-scissors-6602380/ 


1/1 







4/27/2017 


Wives wanted in the Faroe Islands - BBC News 


Wives wanted in the Faroe Islands - BBC News 


bbc.com 


By Tim Ecott Torshavn 


27 April 2017 

• From the sectionMagazine 


In today's Magazine 

There's a shortage of women in the Faroe Islands. So 
local men are increasingly seeking wives from further 
afield - Thailand and the Philippines in particular. But 
what's it like for the brides who swap the tropics for this 
windswept archipelago? 

When Athaya Slaetalid first moved from Thailand to the 
Faroe Islands, where winter lasts six months, she would 
sit next to the heater all day: 

"People told me to go outside because the sun was 
shining but I just said: 'No! Leave me alone, I'm very 
cold."' 


Moving here six years ago was tough for Athaya at first, 
she admits. She'd met her husband Jan when he was working with a Faroese friend who had started a business 
in Thailand. 

Jan knew in advance that bringing his wife to this very different culture, weather and landscape would be 
challenging. 

Find out more 

• Listen to Wives Wanted in the 
Faroes on BBC Radio 4's Crossing 
Continents at 11:00 on Thursday 27 April 
- or catch up on BBC iPlayer Radio 

• The programme can also he heard 
on Assignment on BBC World Service 

”1 had my concerns, because everything 
she was leaving and everything she was 
coming to were opposites," he admits. 
"But knowing Athaya, I knew she would 
cope." 

There are now more than 300 women 
from Thailand and Philippines living in 
the Faroes. It doesn't sound like a lot, but in a population of just 50,000 people they now make up the largest 
ethnic minority in these 18 islands, located between Norway and Iceland. 

In recent years the Faroes have experienced population decline, with young people leaving, often in search of 
education, and not returning. Women have proved more likely to settle abroad. As a result, according to Prime 
Minister Axel Johannesen, the Faroes have a "gender deficit" with approximately 2,000 fewer women than men. 

This, in turn, has lead Faroese men to look beyond the islands for romance. Many, though not all, of the Asian 
women met their husbands online, some through commercial dating websites. Others have made connections 
through social media networks or existing Asian-Faroese couples. 
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For the new arrivals, the culture shock can be dramatic. 

Officially part of the Kingdom of Denmark, the Faroes have their own language (derived from Old Norse) and a 
very distinctive culture - especially when it comes to food. Fermented mutton, dried cod and occasional whale 
meat and blubber are typical of the strong flavours here, with none of the traditional herbs and spices of Asian 
cooking. 


And, although it never gets as cold as 
neighbouring Iceland, the wet, cool 
climate is a challenge for many people. 
A good summer's day would see the 
temperature reach 16°C. 

Athaya is a confident woman with a 
ready smile who now works in the 
restaurant business in Torshavn, the 
Faroese capital. She and Jan share a 
cosy cottage on the banks of a fjord 
surrounded by dramatic mountains. But 
she's honest about how difficult 
swapping countries was at first. 

"When our son Jacob was a baby, I was 


"The other villagers are older people and 
mostly don't speak English. People our 
age were out at work and there were no 
children for Jacob to play with. I was 
really alone. When you stay at home 
here, you really stay at home. I can say I 
was depressed. But I knew it would be 
like that for two or three years." 

Then, when Jacob started kindergarten, 
she began working in catering and met 
other Thai women. 

"That was important because it gave me 
a network. And it gave me a taste of 
home again." 

Krongrak Jokladal felt isolated at first, too, when she arrived from Thailand. Her husband Trondur is a sailor and 
works away from home for several months at a time. 

Image caption 

She started her own Thai massage salon in the centre of Torshavn. "You can't work regular hours with a baby, 
and although my parents-in-law help out with childcare, running the business myself means I can choose my 
hours," she says. 

It's a far cry from Krongrak's previous job as head of an accountancy division in Thai local government. 

But she is unusual in that she runs her own business. Even for many highly educated Asian women in the 
Faroes, the language barrier means they have to take lower-level work. 

Axel Johannesen, the prime minister, says helping the newcomers overcome this is something the government 
takes seriously. 


FAROE ISLANDS 


NORWAY 


SCOTLAND 


Map 


at home all day with no-one to talk to," she says. 



Faroe Islands 
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"The Asian women who have come in 
are very active in the labour market, 
which is good,” he says. "One of our 
priorities is to help them learn Faroese, 
and there are government programmes 
offering free language classes." 

Image caption 

Kristjan Arnason recalls the effort his 
Thai wife Bunlom, who arrived in the 
Faroes in 2002, put into learning the 
language. 

"After a long day at work she would sit 
reading the English-Faeroese 
dictionary," he says. "She was 
extraordinarily dedicated." 

"I was lucky,” Bunlom adds. "I told 
Kristjan that if I was moving here he had 
to find me a job. And he did, and I was 
working with Faeroese people in a hotel 
so I had to learn how to talk to them." 

In an age when immigration has become 
such a sensitive topic in many parts of 
Europe, Faeroes society seems 
remarkably accepting of foreign 
incomers. 

Chuen and Karsten have been 
married for just over a year. They met 
on a dating website called Thai 
Cupid. 

Media captionChuen and Karsten have 
been married for just over a year. They 
met on a dating website called Thai 
Cupid. 

"I think it helps that the immigrants we 
have seen so far are mostly women," 
says local politician Magni Arge, who 
also sits in the Danish parliament, "They 
come and they work and they don't 
cause any social problems. 


"But we've seen problems when you have people coming from other cultures into places like the UK, in Sweden 
and in other parts of Europe - even Denmark. That's why we need to work hard at government level to make 
sure we don't isolate people and have some kind of sub-culture developing." 


But Antonette Egholm, originally from the Philippines, hasn't encountered any anti-immigrant sentiment. I met 
her and her husband as they moved into a new flat in Torshavn. 


"People here are friendly, she explains, "and I've never experienced any negative reactions to my being a 
foreigner. I lived in metro Manila and there we worried about traffic and pollution and crime. Here we don't need 
to worry about locking the house, and things like healthcare and education are free. At home we have to pay. 
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And here you can just call spontaneously at someone's house, it's not formal. For me, it feels like the Philippines 
in that way." 

Likewise, her husband Regin believes increasing diversity is something that should be welcomed not feared. 

"We actually need fresh blood here," he adds, "I like seeing so many children now who have mixed parentage. 
Our gene pool is very restricted, and it's got to be a good thing that we welcome outsiders who can have 
families." 

He acknowledges that he's had occasional ribbing from some male friends who jokingly ask if he pressed 
"enter" on his computer to order a wife. But he denies he and Antonette have encountered any serious 
prejudice as a result of their relationship. 

Athaya Slaetalid tells me that some of her Thai friends have asked why she doesn't leave her small hamlet, and 
move to the capital, where almost 40% of Faroe Islanders now live. They say Jacob would have more friends 
there. 

"No, I don't need to do that,” she says. "I'm happy here now, not just surviving but making a life for our family. 

"Look," she says, as we step into the garden overlooking the fjord. "Jacob plays next to the beach. He is 
surrounded by hills covered in sheep and exposed to nature. And his grandparents live just up the road. There 
is no pollution and no crime. Not many kids have that these days. This could be the last paradise on earth." 

Tim Ecott is the author of Stealing Water, Neutral Buoyancy: Adventures in a Liquid World and Vanilla: Travels in 
Search of the Luscious Substance. 
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MELBOURNE BEACH, Fla. - A 36-year-old woman who told police that she is God and that angels 
bought her a $1.3 million beachside mansion was booked into jail after officers said she moved into 
the home while the homeowners were away. 

The woman also fought with an officer as she was taken into custody, digging her nails into the 
officer’s hand and kicking her, police said. 

Franchesca Pacheco, of Kissimmee, Was arrested on charges of burglary to a dwelling, grand theft 
auto, battery of a law enforcement officer and resisting arrest with violence after the Melbourne 
Beach officer encountered the woman on Thursday. 

Melbourne Beach police said Pacheco waved down an officer and said someone stole her driver’s 
license and she wanted to file a report. 

“Then she started saying she’s God and that the angels bought her a mansion and paid for her 
vehicle, a brand new $45,000 van,” Melbourne police Chief Dan Duncan told News 6 partner Florida 
Today. 

Duncan said the woman got into the oceanfront mansion several days before, making herself at 
home, using the van and greeting neighbors. 

Police said regular maintenance such as lawn care service and pool cleaning operations continued, 
even with the woman in the home. The home is valued at $1.3 million, according to Zillow, a real 
estate website. 

Sgt. Melanie Griswold was patrolling the area on Thursday when she spotted Pacheco standing in 
front of a home on North Oak Street. She told Griswold that she lived in the mansion, the chief said. 

The officer learned that the homeowners did not give Pacheco permission to enter the home. 
Pacheco fought the officer as she attempted to take her into custody, Duncan said. 

Pacheco was taken to a hospital for an evaluation before being booked into the Brevard County Jail 
Complex in Sharpes. 

No court dates have been set. 

Copyright 2017 by WKMG ClickOrlando - All rights reserved. 
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Tanveer Mann for Metro.co.ukThursday 1 Jun 2017 2:05 pm 

Mariah Walton, 21, was born with a small hole in her 
heart, which could have been repaired if treated earlier. 
(Picture: KTVB) 

A woman has been left permanently disabled after her 
parents rejected medical treatment and prayed for her 
recovery instead. 

Mariah Walton, 21, was born with a small hole in her 
heart, which could have been repaired if treated earlier. 

Instead, she has been left in and out of hospital due to 
her now life-threatening condition and is awaiting a heart 
and lung transplant. 

Mariah, from Idaho, is now campaigning for a change in 
the law so parents who choose to follow ‘faith healing’ can be prosecuted. 



She told KTVB: ‘My lungs burn because I can’t get the oxygen I need. They used to pray over me. The’d say: 
“God’s going to heal you, just have faith” and all kinds of stuff... I think it’s time to prosecute them.’ 

The 21-year-old was diagnosed 
with congenital heart disease 
aged 18 (Picture: TODAY.com) 

The 21-year-old, who has nine 
siblings, was raised in the Mormon 
church. She was diagnosed with 
congenital heart disease aged 18. 

Her mother would often 
use natural remedies such as 
herbs and essential oils as well as 
prayer in attempt to heal her. 

Her sister Emily told the channel 
that their parents would tell them 
‘we needed to pray for Mariah, 



Woman left permanently disabled because parents chose prayer over medicine 


that she wasn’t growing or doing well, and the evil spirits would leave her’. 


At the moment, parents in Idaho cannot be prosecuted for neglect if they refuse medical care before their faith 
as freedom of religion is a right under the First Amendment to the US Constitution. 


But the campaign group Children’s Right to Live reportedly said campaigns to change the law are still ongoing. 
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By Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) - It's been years since Isabell Meggett Lucas has been inside the tiny house 
she was born in, a former slave cabin where her ancestors sought refuge from the hot South 
Carolina sun. 

But the 86-year-old woman never envisioned that when she finally returned, the wooden two-room 
house would be viewed by millions of people inside the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture as an example of what home life was like for slaves in the South. 

Visiting the new museum, open for a little over six months now - gave Lucas and her family, a 
chance to share with museum curators a first-hand glimpse of how descendants of African slaves 
lived in the post-Civil War and Jim Crow South, their joys and pains and how they survived a 
hardscrabble life without electricity or other modern comforts. 

Emily Meggett, left, and Isabell Meggett Lucas sit 
together at the National Museum of African 
American History in Washington, Tuesday, April 
11,2017, in front of a slave cabin on display. 

Lucas was born in the two-room wood cabin that 
dates to the 1850's. It is believed to be one of the 
oldest preserved slave cabins in the U.S. (AP 
Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 

"It's my home. We all lived there together and we 
were happy," said Lucas, speaking softly as she 
stood outside the weatherboard cabin used during 
slavery at Point of Pines Plantation on Edisto 

Smithsonian officials scoured the countryside looking for representations of slave cabins for years 
before choosing the Meggett family cabin on the coast of South Carolina, curator Nancy Bercaw 
said. 

Lucas, her sister-in-law Emily Meggett and their family viewed the cabin Monday and Tuesday, 
where it was rebuilt as part of the "Slavery and Freedom" exhibition in the museum almost exactly 
as it was when the last occupant lived there in 1981. It is believed to be one of the oldest preserved 
slave cabins in the United States, and although the exact age of the cabin is not known, it sat on the 
Point of Pines Plantation from 1851 until it was moved plank by plank to the museum. 

But Lucas, who lived there from birth until age 19, remembered something about the cabin that isn't 
in the exhibit. 

"It had a big long porch on the outside," she said. "My momma would sit on that porch. The cool 
wind would be getting ready to blow off the rivers and such. The wind would blow and we'd sit on 
the porch ... when we would get tired, everyone would lay on that porch under blankets and quilts 
and go to sleep." 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-4403220/Woman-lived-former-slave-cabin-visits-Smithsonian.htnnl?ITO=1490&ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1... 1/3 
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That's the importance of having access to the people who lived in the house, because the porch 
was gone by the time the Smithsonian officials first saw the cabin, Bercaw said. People often think 
of history to be just about objects and things, when there's so much more they can learn, she said. 

"They can give us such insight to what life was like on Edisto Island," Bercaw said. "Objects hold 
meaning within them, and as far as we're concerned, that meaning comes from the family" that lived 
there. 

The museum is still collecting information about the cabin, including the oral history of the Meggett 
family, recorded during their trip to Washington. 

For example, the 84-year-old Meggett said she remembered coming over before she married 
Lucas's brother, and remembered Sunday afternoon games of hopscotch, jump rope and baseball 
in the nearby grass, where a base would be an old brick, and the children could run free through the 
grass and fields. 

But slowly, she said, people moved away and the cabin eventually was abandoned. Meggett said 
she would occasionally visit, however, and her last visit was only a month or two before they moved 
the cabin out of South Carolina. "There were five deer standing up there in the cabin," she said. 
"When they saw us, they jumped and ran. We stopped and watched them, and then we went on 
down to the landing and came back. Then I heard all of a sudden they were going to move the 
cabin, and when I got back, it was already gone." 

People should know how they had to live in the past, Lucas said. "We had to work so hard," she 
said. "I hated it. I hated all farmwork, but I didn't have a choice." 

But there were good times as well, and wonderful food, she said. "We ate grits and rice and 
cornbread, biscuits. When I got big enough I had to cook ... one thing I learned was how to fix 
biscuits. We had a fireplace. You see the fireplace here, they would build a fire in the fireplace and 
they would cook biscuits," Lucas said. 

The matriarch said she tries to tell her younger relatives about what life was like back then, to share 
their family's history. Having the cabin in the museum will help people learn about what life was like 
in the past, she said. "People can look at that house and the pictures around it and know that 
everything didn't come easy back then," she said. 


Jesse J. Holland covers race and ethnicity for The Associated Press. Contact him at 
jholland@ap.org, on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/jessejholland or on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/jessejholland 

The back of a slave cabin from Edisto Island, S.C. on display at the National Museum of African 
American History in Washington, Tuesday, April 11,2017. The two-room wood cabin dates to the 
1850's and is prominently displayed in the history galleries of the museum. It is believed to be one 
of the oldest preserved slave cabins in the U.S. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 

The front of a slave cabin from Edisto Island, S.C. on display at the National Museum of African 
American History in Washington, Tuesday, April 11,2017. The two-room wood cabin dates to the 
1850's and is prominently displayed in the history galleries of the museum. It is believed to be one 
of the oldest preserved slave cabins in the U.S. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 
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Emily Meggett is interviewed by The 
Associated Press at the National Museum of 
African American History in Washington, 
Tuesday, April 11,2017, in front of a slave 
cabin on display. The two-room wood cabin 
dates to the 1850's and is prominently 
displayed in the history galleries of the 
museum. It is believed to be one of the 
oldest preserved slave cabins in the U.S. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 
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gPUBLIC DOMAIN REVIEW 

Jon Crabb on the witch-craze of Early Modern Europe, and how the concurrent rise of the mass- 
produced woodcut helped forge the archetype of the broom-riding crone — complete with cauldron 
and cats — so familiar today. 


The publishing revolution of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries witnessed an explosion of printed material, 
democratising information and pushing it into the hands and sight 
of more people than ever before. A large single sheet of cheap 
paper could be printed with a proclamation, adorned with a 
woodcut, and sent out among the masses. These broadsides 
were sold for a penny on street corners, pasted on ale-house 
walls, and stuck up on market posts. In 1592, the playwright and 
stationer Henry Chettle described how ballads “infected London 
the eie of England”, then travelled through the country via ballad- 
mongers, who could “spred more pamphlets by the State 
forbidden than all the Booksellers in London”.1 There was a 
hunger (then as now) for tales of sex and scandal and, for the 
first time, a network of illustrators, printers, and distributors were 
able to glut this desire. The Jacobean playwright Thomas 
Middleton referred to ballads as “fashions, fictions, felonies, fooleries”.2 Cheap print was the medium of the 
masses, and the crude woodcuts were the visual language of Early Modern England. 

This revolution in publishing coincided with what has been termed “the European witch-craze”: a moral panic 
and collective psychosis that spread through Europe and Scandinavia during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. The seed of this hysteria was planted in 1484 when two Dominican Inquisitors appealed to Pope 
Innocent VIII for permission to launch a witch hunt, and he responded by issuing a papal bull authorizing their 
efforts. Two years later they published their treatise, the Malleus Maleficarum (“Hammer of the Witches”), which, 
for the first time, elevated witchcraft to the crime of heresy and justified its extermination with papal authority. 
Leaning heavily on the supposed papal endorsement, the Maleficus Maleficarum painted a terrifying picture of 
witchcraft and preached the absolute necessity of vanquishing this largely unrecognised evil. 

Apparently, witches were everywhere. Torture was recommended for extracting 
confessions, the death penalty was revealed as the only remedy against sorcery, 
and burning at the stake was proposed as a suitable method of execution. With 
one fell swoop, the persecution of witches was begun and an entire methodology 
was established. The book was a bestseller and strongly influenced the obsession 
with witchcraft for two hundred years, spreading slowly through continental Europe 
and then the Scandinavian countries, which became particularly obsessed with the 
subject. In Britain, the witch-craze hit later, but was rewarded with numerous 
pamphlets and ballads devoted to salacious details of devilish mischief. 

One of the earliest and most notorious British witchcraft pamphlets was published 
in 1579: A Rehearsal! both Straung and True, of Hainous and Horrible Actes 
Committed by Elizabeth Stile, alias Rockingham, Mother Dutten, Mother Deuell, 
Mother Margaret, Fower Notorious Witches. Stile was a 65-year-old widow and 
beggar accused of bewitching an innkeeper. The pamphlet describes her 
association with three other old women known as Mother Margaret, Mother Dutten and Mother Devell, as well 
as a man named Father Rosimunde, who could transform himself “into the shape and likenesse of any beaste 
whatsoever he will”. Woodcuts show these old women and several animal familiars, which they reportedly fed on 
their own blood. 
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The folkloric image of the crone was 
established through these images and 
repeated in similar pamphlets over the next 
century. These witches were usually bitter 
old women, who lived on their own, and 
kept cats or other animals as pets. The 
Wonderful Discoverie of the Witchcrafts of 
Margaret and Phillip Flower, Daughters of 
Joan Flower neere Beuer Castle ( 1619 ) 
and A Most Certain, Strange and True 
Discovery of a Witch (1643) are particularly 
famous examples that reinforced this 
archetype. Latent sexism and fear of those 
who lived on the fringe of society doubtless 
motivated much of this persecution. The 
latter pamphlet manages to mix sexism 
with scorn by doubting that women are 
even capable of performing the same 
sorcery that certain men have achieved: 


Many are in a belief, that this silly 
sex of women by no means attaine 
to that so vile and damned a practice 
of sorcery and Witch-craft, in regard 
of their illiteratenesse and want of 
learning, which many men have by 
great learning done, Adam by 
temptation toucht and tasted the 
deceiving apple, so some high 
learnd & read by the same 
temptation that deceived him hath bin so insnared 
to contract with the Divel; as for example, in the 
instancing a few, as English Bacon of Oxford, 
Vandermast of Holland, Bungay of Germany, Fostus 
of the same, Franciscus the English Monke of Bury, 
Doctor Slackleach and divers others which were too 
tedious to relate of, but how weake women should 
attain unto it many are incredible of the same, and 
many too are opposite in opinion against the same, 
that giving a possibility to their doubtings, that the 
malice, and inveterate malice of a woman entirely 
devoted to her revengefull wrath frequenting 
desolate and desart places, and giving way unto 
their wished temptation, may have converse with 
that world roaring lion. 


In 1589, King James VI of Scotland sailed to Copenhagen to marry Princess Anne of Denmark. The return 
journey was troubled by bad weather and during their voyage to Scotland terrible storms forced the ship to seek 
shelter in Norway. The voyage was finally completed safely, but all involved were suitably rattled. In a stunning 
series of events, Danish courtiers subsequently accused women of sabotaging the journey using magic, 
prompting witchcraft trials first in Denmark and later, when James decided to follow suit, in North Berwick, 
Scotland. Several Scottish nobles were implicated and the seething jealousies and suspicions of two Royal 
houses bubbled into further accusations on both sides of the North Sea. King James grew paranoid that his life 
was in danger from witches, personally examined those on trial, and caused over a hundred people to be 
arrested. A 1591 pamphlet, Newes from Scotland, Declaring the Damnable Life of Doctor Fian, a Notable 
Sorcerer, who was Burned at Edenbrough in Januarie Last, 1591, chronicled the sensational trials and featured 
two illustrations with a number of interesting details. 
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The primary woodcut condenses several episodes from the story into a single 
I certain,Strange.andirjeDifcovryofa image. The witches were accused of sending devils to stir up waves, and in the 
y y j J ( top left of the image, demons are seen swimming around James’ship. In the top 

Being taken by fomeof tbeParliament Forces, as (be was right, women are portrayed toiling around a cauldron, suggestive of sorcery, as 

(landing on a fm.il! planck- board n i fayling or 

^ they watch the fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 

Interestingly, this particular 
illustration was actually a stock 
image that appeared in other 
pamphlets divorced of any 
nefarious magical implications; 
woodcuts were often 
repurposed for different stories 
either on their own or 
incorporated into larger 
images. The Doctor Fian of the 
title was a local schoolmaster 
accused of leading the coven, 
and in this image he is 
portrayed as a clerk for the 
devil, who preaches from a 

pulpit. Fian suffered extreme torture, including having his feet crushed by an iron boot, before being burned 
alive at a stake. Newes from Scotland is one of the only illustrations of Scottish witchcraft from this period but 
had lasting significance as an influence on “the Scottish play”, Shakespeare’s Macbeth, which includes several 
references to the North Berwick trials and saw its first performance during a visit by Queen Anne’s brother, the 
king of Denmark, in 1606. 

This episode in King James’ life was a profound one and inspired a deep interest in sorcery and witchcraft, 
some of which he absorbed through his young Danish wife and the Scandinavian court, which had already 
witnessed considerable hysteria around the phenomenon of witches. The monarch’s interest in the dark arts 
even gave birth, in 1597, to his very own work on the dangers of black magic, Daemonologie, which included 
Newes from Scotland as an addendum. Six years later the Scottish and English crowns were unified for the first 
time and James VI was declared King James I of England and Ireland. Although he grew more lenient and 
sceptical later in his reign, James took his interest in magic with him to the English courts and was so surprised 
by England’s permissive legislation on the subject that he had the law changed. 

Death was now the penalty, even for a “good” 
witch. As a result, famous sooth-sayers and 
“cunning folk” were prosecuted by an 
increasingly suspicious and vengeful population. 
Matthew Hopkins, the notorious and self-styled 
“Witch-Finder Generali” behind the deaths of at 
least three hundred women, cited James’ 
Daemonologie as a primary influence on his 
own work. Arguably, a bad storm off the coast of 
Scotland was responsible for inspiring the 
deaths of hundreds of people, and an entire 
paradigm shift in the perception of British 
“cunning folk”. An exact number of witches killed 
during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
is hard to arrive at, but, according to court 
records, there were about three thousand executions in Britain, most of them in Scotland. Across the whole of 
Europe the figure is likely to be in the tens of thousands and includes men as well as women. Although this 
number is shocking enough, the attempts by some neopagans to characterize the period as “The Burning 
Times” - a holocaust of several million women - appear to be a well-meaning but misguided exaggeration. 

Some of the more significant cases of the period were immortalised in plays, novels, and longer books. And the 
woodcuts that illustrate these works have been largely responsible for the cultural archetype of the “witch” now 

http://publ i cdom ai nrevi ew.org/2017/05/04/woodcuts-and-witches/ 



Certain, Strangc 3 and (rueDifcoveyofa 

WITCH 

Being takenby fomeof tbeParliament Forces, as (he was 
(landing onaftnall planck board ni fay ling on 
it oyer the River of Newbury, 

Together with the ftrange and true manner of her death, with 
die prophetical* words and fpeeches (he vied at the C me time. 



Printed by John Hammond, 164 ), 



3/5 














































5/6/2017 


Woodcuts and Witches | The Public Domain Review 


so familiar to us: 
pointed hats, 
broomsticks, 
cauldrons, cats. 
The same 
woodcut would 
often be used 
multiple times in 
different sources, 
and with each 
new appearance, 
the trope 
repeated and 
solidified into a 
recognisable 

iconography. Eventually some of the best stories and images were collected into popular reference works, such 
as The Kingdom of Darkness: Or, the History of Daemons, Specters, Witches, Apparitions, Possessions, 
Disturbances, and Other ... Supernatural Delusions ... and Malicious Impostures of the Devil... Collected from 
Authentick Records ... With Pictures of Several Memorable Accidents, by R.B. (1688). Most of the really iconic 
images found on the internet today come from just one collection, The History of Witches and Wizards: Giving a 
True Account of All Their Tryals in England, Scotland, Sweedland, France, and New England ... Collected ...By 
W. P. (ca. 1700). 





Here we find 
witches and 
demons dancing 
together, wax 
poppets baptised 
by the devil, spirits 
leaping from a 
circle of flames, 
and a feast at the 
witches’ sabbath. 
This is an 
energetic and 
dynamic portrayal 
of witchcraft, much 
more tantalising 
than old women with a chip on their shoulder. Whether the 
authors intended it or not, they managed to make witchcraft 
seem rather exciting and attractive. The stories are easy, 
compelling reads and the images feature young men and 
women doing extraordinary things. There is also a clear 
undercurrent of eroticism running through both books. There are 
numerous mentions of carnal acts, lusty satyrs, undressings, 
drunken feasts, love spells and devilish, handsome men 
appearing to innocent, young maids. 


After the initial witchcraft pamphlets in the late sixteenth century, 
the publications became increasingly stylized in the seventeenth. 
As King James grew more and more sceptical about the reality 
of witches, his kingdom slowly grew more and more paranoid. It 
took decades for the hysteria to subside. While the early 
pamphlets were based on relatively sober court records, later pamphlets took more time to describe the 
accused’s terrible tortures, or the wondrous miracles they had performed. By the time popular histories of 
witchcraft were published, sensationalism ruled and the woodcuts became more striking. In a period racked with 
plague, civil war, and poverty, there must have been a certain sympathy for the devil. 
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Jon Crabb is a writer and editor with interests in the fin-de-siecle, forgotten culture, the esoteric and anything 
generally weird and wonderful. He lives in London and works as Editor for British Library Publishing. He also 
runs their twitter feed, which he would like you to check out now. 

This essay draws on material from Crabb’s Graven Images: The Art of the Woodcut, brought out by 
British Library Publishing. 

1. Henry Chettle, Kind Heart’s Dream, 1592. 

2. Thomas Middleton, The World Tost at Tennis, 1620. 

Public Domain Works 

• A Rehearsal both Strange and True (1579) 

o British Library 

• Newes from Scotland, 1591 ([1591] 1816) 

o British Library 

• The Displaying of Supposed Witchcraft (1677) by John Webster. 

° Internet Archive 

• A collection of Modern Relations of Matter of Fact, Concerning Witches and Witchcraft upon the 
Persons of People (1693) by Lord Justice Hale. 

o Internet Archive 

• Pott’s Discovery of witches in the County of Lancaster (1845) reprinted from the original ed. of 1613. 
With an introduction and notes, by James Crossley. 

o Internet Archive 


Further Reading 

Graven Images: The Art of the Woodcut ( British Library Publishing, 2017) 
by Jon Crabb 

This beautifully designed book highlights some of the most striking and amusing examples of Early Modern 
woodcuts from the British Library’s collections and provides brief commentary on the political and social 
background of the times. Frequent topics of illustration include monsters, witches, criminals, drinking, war and 
politics. 

The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe ( Routledge, 2006) 
by Brian P. Levack 

In this fully updated third edition of his exceptional study, Levack incorporates the vast amount of literature that 
has emerged since the last edition. He substantially extends his consideration of the decline of the witch-hunt 
and goes further in his exploration of witch-hunting after the trials, especially in contemporary Africa. 

The majority of the digital copies featured are in the public domain or under an open license all over the world, 
however, some works may not be so in all jurisdictions. On each Collections post we've done our best to 
indicate which rights we think apply, so please do check and look into more detail where necessary, before 
reusing. All articles published under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 license. If you wish to reuse 
our material please refer to our attribution policy. Strong Freedom in the Zone. 
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GERMANY ° Berlin 

o Hennef 


German police have 
arrested a 51-year-old 
man after a crate of 
grenades from World 
War Two blew up in his 
garage. 

Police were called to 
the address in Hennef, 
western Germany, on 
Monday after an 
explosion was reported. 


Firefighters arrived to find the man's garage in flames and more ammunition went off as they tried to 
put it out. 


The owner, a private collector, said he had bought the munitions at a flea market. 
Reports suggest the force of the explosions threw objects up to 10m (32ft) into the air. 


No injuries were reported, but homes near the scene were quickly evacuated. 

The nearby Highway 560 and a stretch of railway were both closed as bomb experts feared more 
munitions could go off. 


Experts were called to secure the remaining grenades and destroy them via a controlled explosion 
in a field. 


German media quoted police as saying the grenades had probably been triggered by unseasonably 
warm temperatures. 

The collector now faces possible weapons charges over the incident. 
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HITLER'S LOST CITY Inside the secret Nazi 
WW2 tunnels hidden deep beneath the 
Dutch countryside where 900 military 
buildings once stood and which 135,000 
people called home 

I The monumental building project was designed to help the Germans 
maintain their iron grip on the Continent 

By Sam Webb 

17th May 2017,3:58 pm Updated: 18th May 2017, 5:10 pm 


COMMENTS 


A LOST city of underground bunkers built by the Nazis on the Dutch coast during the Second 
World War has been laid bare in these astonishing pictures. 

The bunkers, tunnels, living quarters and stores run throughout the coastline near The Hague and 
run deep under the city itself. 
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These bunkers once housed thousands of German troops 


Its builders named it the "string of pearls" and, with the aid of original German army blueprints, 
they are now being restored to their original condition by military enthusiasts and archaeologists 
so future generations can visit. 

Many of the bunkers were re-discovered when sands facing the North Sea shifted for the first time 
since the end of the war. 

They were constructed by legions of Dutch slave labourers and German army engineers as part of 
the Atlantic Wall Hitler constructed from Norway to the Bay of Biscay in France in a bid to thwart 
Allied invasion plans of his "Fortress Europe". 
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A Nazi eagle stencilled on the wall of one of the bunkers 
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The military complex is now being painstakingly restored by enthusiasts 


Dutch ministry of defence architect Gustaaf Boissevain said: "We only have a few of these pearls, 
there are much more. It is a real treasure." 

Hitler invaded The Netherlands on May 10 1940 and the country was conquered within five days. 

The Nazis soon set about the building project that they hoped would keep the country forever 
under the jackboot. 

In 1942, Scheveningen, originally a fishing village, then a fashionable seaside resort and now a 
district of The Hague, became a restricted area. 

Some 135,000 inhabitants had to leave their homes as the bunker complex was built to house 
3,300 troops under the command of the dreaded Waffen-SS. 
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Eerie 'ghost of mystery RAF World War Two pilot' stalks hallway of former air force site 



Incredibly, 500 intact bunkers have been discovered in the past few years 
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Scheveningen, then a fashionable seaside resort, became a restricted area 


A bunker was also built here for Arthur Seyss-lnquart, the dreaded Nazi ruler of Holland, who would 
hang for his war crimes at Nuremberg. 

Around 900 military buildings, both surface and subterranean, were made from more than 100,000 
cubic metres of reinforced concrete. 

A total of 500 intact bunkers have been discovered in the past few years as part of a project by the 
Scheveningen Atlantic Wall Foundation. 

Jacques Hogendoorn, one of the scheme's volunteers, said: "I grew up in the 60's when all 
Germans were monsters and all the Allies were lover boys. Now we are trying to tell the historical 
story as it was and without omitting anything." 
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More than 100,000 cubic metres of reinforced concrete were used in the complex's 
construction 


Foundation secretary general Jos Louwe, said the Dutch had problems facing up to the occupation 
after the war. 

He said: "After the war, every Dutchman was a resistance fighter. 

"Nobody wanted to talk about collaboration, certainly not about about the 20,000 volunteers in SS 
units." 

Mr Louwe said Dutch children grew up playing on the beaches where the snouts of the bunkers, 
which once held menacing large-calibre guns, gradually filled with sand and litter. 

Now, like ancient Egyptian tombs, they are being opened one by one. 
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The Atlantic Wall was designed to thwart an Allied invasion of the Continent 


Wartime lettering painted on by the German residents is still visible in many of them - PAK on one 
wall standing for anti-tank gun, K for coast, FLUW for aircraft spotters scanning the skies for Allied 
planes. 

The bunkers are similar to the secret Second World War tunnels the British Army used to defend 
Gibraltar from a German invasion. 

Christened the Great North Road, the mile-long bombproof tunnel runs right inside the Rock of 
Gibraltar. 

Restorer Alexander Fokke said the German army ordered local contractors to add spaces and 
corridors for weapons, ammunition, crew, kitchens, toilets and saunas - "almost like a small village, 
only bomb-proof." 

Military history had long been frowned upon in the Netherlands. 

"We were pacifists, we were not talking about military things," says foundation member Peter 
Koster, head of the anti-terrorism department at Europol. 
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The bunkers once bristled with fearsome weaponry to turn back the Allied tide 
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The Dutch have traditionally been unwilling to talk about the Nazi occupation 


He says that times have changed and that now it is considered "legitimate" to be interested in the 
preservation of this Dutch stretch of the Atlantic Wall. 

"The Dutch built these bunkers themselves," he added. 

"It was our workers, it was our money but, okay, not our mission." 

Explorers have discovered paintings of villages and mountains done by homesick Germans 
stationed there. 

Fokke added; "They were really nice pictures, the soldiers wanted to make it a little more 
comfortable." 

Recently bunk beds built to the Wehrmacht's standard were installed in a sleeping dormitory and 
parts of the complex, including an SS command post, have already been opened up as a museum. 

The Hague deputy mayor Karsten Klein says about the rediscovery of the Atlantic Wall: "It is 
nothing to be ashamed of. The city has a lot of confidence in the work of the foundation. 

"It tells both sides, even what the Dutch might have done wrong. Just a quite honest story." 

Last week stunning vintage snaps emerged showing the drama and heroism of America's first 
black airmen. 
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The Tuskegee Airmen were determined volunteers who signed up to take to the skies in defence of 
democracy against Nazi Germany. 
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Young men seek barbecue dad for Father's Day weekend 


Young men seek barbecue dad for Father's Day weekend yahoo.com 


AP Associated PressJune 3, 2017 

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — A group of men in their 20s in Washington state has posted a Craigslist 
ad seeking a generic dad to grill burgers and hotdogs for a gathering set for the Saturday of Father's 
Day weekend in mid-June. 

Qualifications include a minimum of 18 years of experience as a dad and 10 years of grilling 
experience. The successful dad must bring his own grill, but burgers and hotdogs will be provided. 

Dane Anderson tells KHQ-TV (http://bit.ly/2qLjxGt) that the young men in Spokane don't live with 
their fathers and, the ad says, none are prepared to fill the role of barbecue dad. 

Additional requirements include talking about dad things like lawnmowers, building your own deck 
and musician Jimmy Buffet. Payment is food and beer. 

Anderson says several potential barbecue dads have responded. 


Information from: KHQ-TV, http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3082888/ 
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Young mother is still stuck in haunted flat (From York Press) 


Young mother is still stuck in haunted flat 

3rd May 2017 yorkpress.co.uk 


THE&PRESS 


York Press 


A SPOOKED mum 
who claims her 
council flat is haunted 
has enlisted the help 
of her MP and doctor 


to win a battle to be re-homed. 


Tacy Bruce came to The Press in February claiming her home in Long Close Lane, York, is 
inhabited by ghosts. 

She said the supernatural beings have taken the form of a small child, a man and an animal, and 
has videos of ‘orbs’ or beams of light moving quickly across the room. 

She was living with her parents after claiming the super natural beings upset her one-year-old son. 

The 21-year-old beauty therapist has since moved back into the flat after City of York Council said 
they would take the keys from her if she refused to live there. 

She has spoken to her GP about the impact it has had on her son’s health and her own anxiety, and 
contacted Rachael Maskell, the MP for York Central, but feels like she is fighting a losing battle. 

“The council hasn’t offered me a solution or anything to help me deal with this,” she said. 

“I showed the doctor everything that had been happening, but he could only write to the council and 
outline what I said. 

“I feel stuck because I don’t want to live here anymore. 

“I’m not making this up. I know it’s real and that’s why I’m fighting it so much. 

“I think it’s impossible to leave here.” 

A number of unexplained events are said to have happened in the home, including the contents of a 
Calpol bottle being poured across her cooker and her coffee, tea and sugar jars being rearranged. 

Miss Bruce also claims to have switched off her son’s toy car only for it to still make a noise. 

The one-bedroom flat has been blessed three times and Michelle Lee, a medium from Dewsbury, 
has visited the flat three times and believes the spirits enter her home through six portals. 

The medium was able to close three of them and told the mum to burn sage to deter the spirits. 

She added: “I feel like the medium is helping, but still think there’s something here. 

“I took a video last week of a wall flashing and that doesn’t happen by itself.” 

Denis Southall, head of housing at City of York Council, said: “In line with our usual assessment 
processes, we considered the evidence provided, visited the property and interviewed the tenant. 
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Young mother is still stuck in haunted flat (From York Press) 


We have found that this case doesn’t meet the criteria to move the tenant as the home meets her 
needs. This decision was upheld in a recent review. Again, we advised the tenant on her options for 
finding alternative accommodation and how to make a complaint about our decision which we are 
investigating.” 
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Woman gives birth while visiting zoo in Omaha 


Woman gives birth while visiting zoo in Omaha 

OMAHA, Neb. (WOWT) - 1011nOW.COm 


By Courtesy: WOWT \ 

Posted: Sun 7:31 PM, Apr 23, 2017 | 

Updated: Mon 7:55 AM, Apr 24, 2017 

A woman visiting Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo Sunday went into labor and gave birth while still on 
zoo grounds. 

You’ve likely heard stories of women 
giving birth in some unexpected 
places, whether it’s while stuck in 
traffic or in a public restaurant. But 
you could say the Henry Doorly 
Zoo’s newest bundle of joy was 
born to be wild. 

Omaha Fire and Rescue crews 
were called to the zoo around 3 
p.m. Sunday. The woman and her 
newborn were transported to 
Nebraska Medicine. Hospital 
officials told our sister station WOWT that both mom and baby are in good condition. 

Zoo patrons said the woman welcomed a new baby near the bear exhibit. 

Officials from Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo declined our sister station WOWT's request for a 
comment Sunday. 
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